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Correspondence  respecting  the  *^  Alabama/' 


No.  1. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  February  21.) 

My  Lord^  Legation  of  the  United  States,  Londony  February  19  y  1863. 

AT  the  request  of  my  Government,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Lordship's 
consideration  a  copy  of  a  Memorial  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  an  Association 
of  Underwriters  in  New  York. 

Renewing^  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosore  in  No.  1. 
Memorial. 

YOUR  Memorialists,  representing  the  New  York  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  respectively  submit  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States^ 
the  following  facts,  viz, : — 

That  the  said  New  York  Mutual  Insurance  Company  had  certain  policies  of  insurance 
upon  the  following  vessels : — Ship  '^  Brilliant,"  9,245  dollars  ;  ship  ''  Manchester,'*  7,500 
dollars ;  and  the  said  vessels,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  lawful  voyages,  were  arrested  on 
the  high  seas  by  a  steamer  called  the  '^  Alabama,"  and  by  her  boarded  and  burned,  and  the 
New  York  Mutual  Insurance  Company  have  paid  the  policies  of  insurance  on  the  above- 
named  vessels  in  consequence  of  said  destruction ;  and  your  Memorialists  are  of  opinion 
that  the  said  steamer  having  been  built  at,  fitted  out,  and  sailed  from  a  port  in  Great 
Britain,  and  her  crew  being  composed  principally  of  the  subjects  of  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  she  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  British  vessel. 

And  your  Memorialists  therefore  claim  from  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  the 
repayment  to  them  of  the  above  amounts,  with  interest  accruing  thereon,  and  respectfully 
request  the  United  States'  Government  to  make  the  necessary  claim  on  their  behalf. 

(Signed)  JOHN  H.  EARLE,  President. 

(Signed)  W.  P.  Hansford,  Secretary. 

New  York,  January  31,  1863. 

No.  2. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  March  9,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  Her  Mi^esty's  Government  have  had  under 
their  consideration  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  Memorial  which 
has  been  addressed  to  the  United  States'  Secretary  of  State  by  the  New  York  Mutual 
Insurance  Company,  claiming  the  repayment  by  Her  MajestVs  Government  of  certain 
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policies  of  insurance  upon  the  United  States'  vessels  *'  Brilliant*'  and  '*  Manchester,"  which 
have  been  destroyed  on  the  high  seas  by  the  Confederate  steam- vessel  "  Alabama." 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  state  to  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  entirely  dis- 
claim all  responsibility  for  any  act«  of  the  "  Alabama,"  and  they  had  hoped  that  they  had 
already  made  this  decision  on  their  part  plain  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL- 

No.  3. 
Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  March  27,  1863. 

MR.  ADAMS  having  asked  for  an  interview,  I  had  a  long  conversation  with  him 
yesterday  at  the  Foreign  OflSce. 

He  read  me  a  despatch  of  Mr,  Seward  on  the  subject  of  the  ^'  Alabama"  and  "  Oreto." 
In  this  despatch,  which  was  not  unfriendly  in  its  tone,  Mr.  Seward  complains  of  the 
depredations  on  American  commerce  cx)mmitted  by  vessels  fitted  out  in  British  ports,  and 
manned,  for  the  most  part,  by  British  sailors.  He  alludes  to  the  strong  feeling  excited  in 
the  United  States  by  the  destruction  of  her  trading  vessels  and  their  cargoes.  He  repeats 
the  complaint  common  in  America  that  England  is  at  war  with  the  United  States,  while 
the  United  States  were  not  at  war  with  England.  He  expresses  his  hope  that  Great 
Britain,  in  execution  of  her  own  laws,  will  put  an  end  to  the  fitting  out  of  such  vessels  to 
prey  on  the  commerce  of  a  friendly  nation. 

I  said  that  the  phrase  that  England  was  at  war  with  America,  but  America  was  not  at 
war  with  England,  was  rather  a  figure  of  rhetoric  than  a  true  description  of  facts.  That 
the  facts  were  that  two  vessels,  the  "Oreto"  and  the  "Alabama,"  had  eluded  the 
operation  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  and  hadj  against  the  will  and  purpose  of  the 
British  Government,  made  war  upon  American  commerce  in  the  American  seas.  That 
the  fitting  out  of  the  "Alabama,"  the  operation  against  which  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act 
was  specially  directed,  was  carried  on  in  Portuguese  waters  at  a  great  distance  from  any 
British  port.  That  the  most  stringent  orders  had  been  given  long  ago  to  watch  the 
proceedings  of  those  who  might  be  suspected  of  fitting  out  vessels  of  war  for  Confederate 
purposes.  That  if  there  were  six  vessels,  as  it  was  alleged,  fitting  out  in  British  ports  for 
such  purposes,  let  evidence  be  forthcoming,  and  the  Government  would  not  hesitate  to 
stop  the  vessels,  and  to  bring  the  oflfenders  before  a  Court  of  Justice.  That  Mr.  Adams 
was  no  doubt  aware  that  the  Government  must  proceed  according  to  the  regular  process  of 
law  and  upon  sworn  testimony. 

Mr.  Adams,  on  the  other  hand,  dwelt  on  the  novelty  and  enormity  of  this  species  of 
war&re.  He  said  that  if  a  belligerent  could  fit  out  in  the  ports  of  a  neutral  swift  armed 
vessels  to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  its  adversary,  the  commerce  of  that  belligerent  must 
be  destroyed,  and  a  new  and  terrible  element  of  warfare  would  be  introduced.  He  was 
sure  that  England  would  not  suflfer  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  France,  nor  France  on  the 
part  of  England.  He  should  be  sorry  to  see  letters  of  marque  issued  by  the  President ; 
but  there  might  be  no  better  resource  than  such  a  measure. 

I  said  I  would  at  once  suggest  a  better  measure.  Mr.  Seward  had  said  to  Lord  Lyons 
that  the  crews  of  privateers  had  this  advantage — that  they  reaped  the  whole  benefit  of  the 
prizes  they  took,  whereas  the  crews  of  men-of-war  were  entitled  to  only  half  the  value  of 
the  prizes  they  took.  Let  the  President,  I  said,  offer  a  higher  reward  for  the  capture  of 
the  "  Alabama  "  and  "  Oreto  "  to  the  crews  of  men-of-war  than  even  the  entire  value  of 
those  vessels.  Let  him. offer  double  their  value  as  a  gratuity,  and  thus  confine  his  action 
to  officers  and  men  of  the  United  States'  navy,  over  whom  he  could  keep  a  control,  and 
who  were  amenable  to  the  laws  which  govern  an  honourable  profession.  But  what  could 
Mr.  Adams  ask  of  the  British  Government  ?    What  was  his  proposal  ? 

Mr.  Adams  said  there  was  one  thing  which  might  be  easily  done.  It  was  supposed 
the  British  Government  were  indifferent  to  these  notorious  violations  of  their  own  laws. 
Let  them  declare  their  condemnation  of  all  such  infractions  of  law. 

With  respect  to  the  law  itself,  Mr.  Adams  said  either  it  was  sufficient  for  the  purposes 
of  neutrality,  and  then  let  the  British  Government  enforce  it;  or  it  was  insufficient,  and 
then  let  the  British  Government  apply  to  Parliament  to  amend  it. 

I  said  that  the  Cabinet  were  of  opinion  that  the  law  was  sufficient ;  but  that  legal 
evidence  could  not  always  be  procured.  That  the  British  Government  had  done  every- 
thing in  its  power  to  execute  the  law ;  but  I  admitted  that  the  cases  of  the  ^^  Alabama  " 
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and  "  Oreto  "  were  a  scandal,  and  in  some  degree  a  reproach  to  our  laws.  Still,  I  said,  it 
was  my  belief  that  if  all  the  assistance  given  to  the  Federals  by  British  subjects,  and 
British  nmnitions  of  war,  were  weighed  against  similar  aid  given  to  the  Confederates,  the 
balance  would  be  greatly  in  favour  of  the  Federals. 

Mr.  Adams  totally  denied  this  proposition.  But  above  all,  he  said,  there  is  a  manifest 
conspiracy  in  this  country,  of  which  the  Confederate  loan  is  an  additional  proof,  to  produce 
a  state  of  exasperation  in  America,  and  thus  bring  on  a  war  with  Great  Britain  with  a  view 
to  aid  the  Confederate  cause,  and  secure  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  of  the  Southern  States, 
whose  independence  these  conspirators  hope  to  establish  by  these  illegal  and  unjust 
measures.  He  had  worked  to  the  best  of  his  power  for  peace,  but  it  had  become  a  most 
difficult  task. 

Mr.  Adams  fully  deserves  the  character  of  having  always  laboured  for  peace  between 
our  two  nations,  nor,  I  trust,  will  his  efforts  and  those  of  the  two  Governments  fail  of 
success. 

T  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  4. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RiLsselL — {Received  April  4.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London^  April  4^  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy  of  an  affidavit 
voluntarily  made  by  Clarence  R.  Yonge,  being  in  the  nature  of  accumulative  evidence 
to  show  the  execution  of  a  deliberate  plan  to  establish  within  the  limits  of  this  kingdom  a 
system  of  action  in  direct  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  This  appears 
to  corroborate  in  all  essential  particulars  the  evidence  heretofore  adduced  from  other 
quarters. 

I  append  the  copy  of  a  paper  marked  A,  showing  the  extent  to  which  Her  Majesty's 
subjects,  many  of  them  alleged  to  belong  to  the  Naval  Reserve,  have  been  enlisted  in 
a  single  example  of  illegal  enterprize. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  in  No.  4. 
Affidavit  of  Clarence  Randolph  Yonge. 


I,  CLARENCE  RANDOLPH  YONGE,  citizen  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  the 
United  States,  late  paymaster  on  board  the  steamer  '^Alabama,"  formerly  called  the 
"  290,'^  and  also  called  the  ^^Eurica,"  and  which  was  built  by  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead, 
in  England,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : — 

I  came  to  England  in  the  steamer  ''  Annie  Childs,"  which  sailed  from  Wilmington,  in 
North  Carolina,  early  in  February  1862,  and  landed  in  England  on  or  about  the  llth  of 
March,  1862,  and  remained  at  Liverpool  until  the  steamer  **  Alabama"  went  to  sea.  I 
came  over  for  the  express  purpose  of  acting  as  paymaster  to  the  "  Alabama."  I  engaged 
for  that  purpose  with  Captain  James  D.  Bullock,  at  Savannah,  Georgia.  He  had  full 
authority  from  the  Confederate  Government  in  the  matters  about  to  be  mentioned, 
lieutenant  North  had  been  sent  over  to  England  by  the  Confederate  Government  to  get 
iron-clad  vessels  built.  Captain  Bullock  had  been  oyer  previously,  and  had  made  the 
contracts  for  buildmg  the  **  Oreto"  and  the  ''Alabama,''  and  was  returning^ to  England  to 
assume  the  command  of  the  latter  ship.  He  was  directed  at  the  time  to  assist  Lieutenant 
North  with  his  advice  and  experience  in  building  the  iron-clads,  which  Lieutenant  North 
had  been  sent  over  here  expressly  to  get  built.  I  was  in  the  Naval  Paymaster's  Office  in 
Savannah,  Georgia,  under  the  Confederate  Government.  Captain  Bullock  wanted  some 
one  to  accompany  him,  and  I  was  recommended  by  the  paymaster  at  Savannah  to  Captain 
Bullock.  I  was  then  released  by  the  paymaster  from  my  engagement,  and  was  subse- 
quently appointed  by  Captain  Bullock,  under  the  written  authority  of  Mr.  S.  R.  Mallory, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  paymaster  in  the  Confederate  Navy,  and  assigned  to  the 
"Alabama."  I  continued  as  paymaster  in  the  navy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America 
from  the  time  of  my  appointment  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  up  to  the  time  of  my  leaving 
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the  '^  Alabama''  at  Port  Royal  in  January  1863.  The  date  of  my  appointment  as  pay- 
master in  the  Confederate  Navy  was  the  2l8t  of  December,  1861.  Previous  to  this  time  I 
had  attended  to  Captain  Bullock  s  correspondence  with  the  Confederate  Government,  and 
I  therefore  knew  that  these  two  vessels,  afterwards  called  the  "  Oreto  "  and  the  "  Alabama,'* 
were  being  built  in  England  for  the  Confederate  Government,  and  by  the  same  means  I 
knew  that  Captain  Bullock,  who  is  a  Commander  in  the  Confederate  Navy,  was  the  acknow- 
ledged agent  of  the  Confederate  Government  for  the  purpose  of  getting  such  ships  built. 
There  was  some  correspondence  which  I  saw  between  Captain  Bullock  and  Mr.  S.  R. 
Mallory,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to  purchasing  two  EngUsh  vessels  which  had 
been  used  as  transports  in  the  Crimean  war,  Captain  Bullock  advising  against  purchasing 
tiiem  as  being  un6t  for  the  service  for  which  they  were  required.  I  wrote  the  letters  from 
Captain  Bullock  (and  which  he  signed)  to  the  Secretary  advising  against  this  purchase. 
There  was  correspondence  between  Mr.  Mallory  and  Captain  Bullock  (which  I  saw  and 
copied)  to  the  effect  that  the  money  would  be  ready  and  lodged  in  England  to  pay  for 
these  vessels  as  it  fell  due.  From  what  I  know  I  am  satisfied  that  the  money  was  all  duly 
paid  as  it  fell  due  for  these  vessels.  I  saw  a  letter  from  Captain  Bullock  to  Fraser, 
Trenholm  and  Co.  (a  firm  in  Liverpool  hereinafter  again  referred  to)  thanking  them. 
Captain  Bullock  kept  copies  of  his  correspondence,  and  they  are  deposited  in  one  of  the 
banks  in  Savannah. 

From  the  time  of  my  coming  to  England  until  I  sailed  in  the  "Alabama"  my 
principal  business  was  in  paying  the  oflBcers  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  who  were  over  here 
attached  to  the  "  Alabama,"  and  sent  over  for  that  purpose.  I  used  to  pay  them  monthly, 
about  the  1st  of  the  month,  at  Fraser,  Trenholm  and  Co.'s  oflSce  in  Liverpool,  and  I  drew 
the  money  for  that  purpose  from  that  firm. 

Commander  James  D.  Bullock,  John  Low,  lieutenant,  Eugene  Maffitt,  midshipman, 
E.  M.  Anderson,  midshipman,  came  over  to  England  in  the  same  vessel  with  myself. 
Captain  Bullock  came  over  to  England,  in  theJSrst  instance,  to  contract  for  building  the 
two  vessels,  the  **  Oreto,"  now  called  the  **  Florida,"  and  the  "  Alabama."  He  came 
to  contract  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  with  the  understanding  that  he 
was  to  have  the  command  of  one  of  the  vessels.  I  have  heard  him  say  so  ;  and  I  have 
learned  this  also  from  the  correspondence  between  him  and  Mr.  Mallory,  Secretary  of  the 
Confederate  Navy,  as  before  mentioned,  which  passed  through  my  hands. 

At  the  commencement  of  my  engagement  with  Captain  Bullock  I  acted  as  his  clerk. 
The  contract  for  building  the  *'  Alabama"  was  made  with  Messrs.  Laird,  of  Birkenhead,  by 
Captain  Bullock.  I  have  se©a  it  myself.  I  made  a  copy  from  the  original.  The  copy 
was  in  the  ship.  It  was  signed  by  (Japtain  Bullock,  on  the  one  part,  and  Messrs.  Laird,  on 
the  other.  I  made  the  copy  at  instance  of  Captain  Bullock  from  the  original,  which  he  has. 
The  ship  cost,  in  United  States*  money,  about  255,000  dollars ;  this  included  provisions,  &c., 
enough  for  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  which  Messrs.  Laird  were  by  the  contract  to 
provide.  The  payments  were  all  made  before  the  vessel  sailed  to  the  best  of  my  belief. 
Sinclair,  Hamilton  and  Co.,  of  London,  had  money.  Fraser,  Trenholm  and  Co.,  of  Liver- 
pool, had  money.  There  was  Government  money  in  both  their  hands  over  here  enough 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  thepa.  I  was  over  to  see  the  "  Alabama "  before  she  was 
launched  from  Messrs.  Laird's  yard,  and  was  on  board  the  vessel  with  Captain  Bullock, 
and  have  met  Captain  Bullock  and  one  of  the  Messrs.  Laird  at  Fraser,  Trenholm  and  Co.'s 
office.  Captain  Bullock  superintended  the  building  of  the  *'  Alabama"  and  **  Oreto ;"  also 
whilst  he  was  here  Captain  Matthew  J.  Butcher  was  the  captain  who  took  her  to  sea.  He 
is  an  Englishman,  and  represented  himself  as  belonging  to  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve.  At 
the  time  the  ''Alabama"  was  being  built  by  Messrs.  Laird,  and  when  I  saw  them  at 
different  times  at  their  yard  in  Birkenhead  and  at  Fraser,  Trenholm  and  Co.'s  office,  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  they  perfectly  well  knew  that  such  steamer  was  being  built  for 
the  Southern  Confederacy,  and  that  she  was  to  be  used  in  war  against  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  When  the  vessel  sailed  fi'om  Liverpool  she  had  her  shot  racks  fitted  in 
the  usual  places ;  she  had  sockets  in  her  decks,  and  the  pins  fitted  which  held  fast  frames 
on  carriages  for  the  pivot  guns,  and  breaching  bolts.  These  had  been  placed  in  by  the 
Guilders  of  the  vessel,  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.  She  was  also  full  of  provisions  and  stores 
enough  for  four  months'  cruise.  When  she  sailed  she  had  beds,  bedding,  cooking  utensils, 
and  mess  utensils  for  100  men,  and  powder  tanks  fitted  in. 

We  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  29th  day  of  July,  1862,  This  was  some  three  or 
four  days  sooner  than  we  expected  to  sail.  The  reason  for  our  sailing  at  this  time  before 
we  contemplated,  was  on  account  of  information  which  we  had  received,  that  proceedings 
were  being  commenced  to  stop  the  vessel  from  sailing.  Captain  Bullock  sent  lieutenant 
Law  to  tuc  on  Sunday  evening  the  27th  of  July,  to  say  that  I  must  be  at  Fraser, 
Trenholm  and  Co.'s  office  early  next  morning.     The  next  morning  I  arrived  at  half-past 
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9  o'clock*  Captain  Butcher  came  in  and  told  me  the  ship  which  at  that  time  was  called 
the  **  290/'  also  **Eurica,'*  would  sail  the  next  day,  and  he  wanted  me  to  go  with  him. 
In  a  few  minutes  Captain  Bullock  came  in  and  told  me  he  wanted  me  to  go  to  sea  at  a 
minute's  notice,  that  they  were  going  to  send  her  right  out.  I  placed  my  things  on  the 
vessel  on  tiKtt  evening.  There  were  ahout  seventy  or  eighty  men  in  the  vessel  at  this  time 
under  Captain  Butcher,  who  had  been  in  command  of  the  vessel  for  more  than  a  month 
before  she  sailed. 

I  went  on  the  vessel  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  July,  for  the  purpose  of  sailing. 
We  started  out  of  the  River  Mersey  at  about  half-past  10  o'clock.  Captain  Butcher  com- 
manded.; Mr.  Low  acted  as  first  mate;  George  T.  FuUam  as  second  mate;  and  David 
Herbert  Llewellyn  as  assistant  surgeon. 

Captain  Bullock,  Lieutenants  North  and  Sinclair  were  on  board,  also  the  two 
Messrs.  Laird,  Mr.  A.  E.  Byrne,  and  five  or  six  ladies  (including  two  Miss  Lairds),  and 
some  other  gentlemen  whom  I  do  not  know.  When  we  sailed  it  was  not  our  intention  to 
return,  but  it  was  with  the  intention  of  going  to  sea,  and  so  understood  by  us  all.  The 
ladies  and  passengers  were  taken  on  board  as  a  blind. 

After  we  got  on  board,  one  of  the  Messrs.  Laird  who  built  the  vessel  came  to  me  and 
gave  me  312Z.  in  English  gold.  Captain  Bullock  came  and  asked  me  if  Mr.  Laird  had 
given  me  the  money  ;  that  he  had  some  to  give  me  which  I  must  put  in  the  safe.  I  told 
him  I  had  not  received  it,  and  went  to  Mr.  Laird  and  got  it.  Mr.  Laird  counted  it  out 
for  me,  and  I  gave  him  a  receipt  for  the  amount.  Mr.  Laird  gave  me  a  number  of  bills 
and  receipts  at  the  same  time  for  things  he  had  been  purchasing  for  the  vessel — beds, 
blankets,  tin  ware,  knives,  forks,  for  the  ship ;  all  of  which  he  (Mr.  Laird)  had  purchased 
from  various  parties  on  account  of  the  ship.  My  understanding  was  that  the  money  given 
me  was  the  balance  of  the  money  left,  after  making  these  purchases.  The  bills  and  receipts 
which  Mr.  Laird  gave  me  on  this  occasion,  on  account  of  the  purchases  he  had  made,  were 
left  on  the  ship,  and  were  handed  over  by  me  to  Francis  L.  Gait,  who  has  succeeded  me  as 
paymaster  on  the  ship. 

There  was  a  tug-boat  in  attendance  when  we  left  Liverpool  on  the  29th  of  July,  in 
which  the  ladies  and  all  the  passengers  left.  We  ran  down  immediately  for  Moelfra  Bay 
and  lay  there  all  that  night,  all  the  next  day  and  next  night,  imtil  3  o'clock  on  Friday 
morning.  I  copied  a  letter  of  instructions  from  Captain  Bullock  to  Captain  Butcher,  in 
which  Captain  Butcher  was  directed  to  proceed  to  Porto  Praya  in  Terceira,  one  of  the 
Azores,  where  it  was  intended  that  we  should  go  to  receive  the  armament.  I  knew,  and  all 
the  officers  knew,  before  we  went  on  board  that  this  vesssl  had  been  built  for  the  purpose^ 
and  was  to  go  out  with  the  intention  of  cruizing  and  making  war  against  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  States.  This,  as  I  verily  believe,  was  well  known  by  the 
Messrs.  Laird  who  built  her  and  helped  to  fit  her  out,  ^nd  by  Fraser,  Trenholm  and  Co.,  and 
hy  A.  E.  Byrne  of  Liverpool,  who  also  assisted  in  fitting  her  out,  and  by  Captain  Butcher 
and  the  other  officers  who  sailed  in  her. 

The  next  day  after  we  left,  the  tug-boat""  Hercules  "  came  to  us  from  Liverpool  about 
3  o^cloek.  She  brought  to  us  Captain  Bullock  and  S.  G.  Porter  (who  for  a  time  superin- 
tended the  fitting  the  vessel),  and  some  two  or  three  men.  The  men  signed  articles  that 
night.  They  had  signed  articles  before  at  various  tinles  while  in  Liverpool,  but  they  all 
eame  up  again  and  renewed  the  articles.  The  advance  notes  had  been  given  them  in 
Liverpool  by  Captain  Butcher,  and  made  payable  at  Cunard,  Wilson  and  Co.  The 
original  articles  are  now  in  Fraser,  Trenholm  and  Co/s  office,  but  in  possession  of  Captain 
Bullock,  who  transacts  all  his  business  and  keeps  all  his  papers  at  Fraser  Trenholm  and 
Co.  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  man  who  acted  as  shipping  master  at 
laverpool.  Captain  Bullock  wrote  a  letter  of  instructions  to  me  before  we  left  Liverpool, 
directing  me  to  circulate  freely  among  the  men,  and  induce  them  to  go  on  the  vessel 
after  we  got  to  Terceira.  [  accordingly  did  circulate  among  the  men  on  our  way 
out^  and  persuaded  them  to  join  the  vessel  after  we  should  get  to  Terceira.  Low  did 
the  same. 

We  sailed  from  Moelfra  Bay  at  3  o'clock  on  Friday  morning.  We  went  out  through 
iA^o  Irish  Channel.  Captain  Bullock  left  us  at  the  Giant's  Causeway.  We  were  some  ten 
or  eleven  days  going  out  to  Terceira.  We  were  in  quarantine  three  days  at  Porto  Praya. 
There  was  no  transfer  of  the  vessel  or  anything  of  the  kind  there.  The  barque  "  Agrip- 
pina,^'  from  London,  arrived  there  with  a  part  of  the  armament  and  all  the  ammunition,  al 
the  clothing  and  coals.  She  was  commanded  by  Alexander  McQueen.  The  first  day 
after  the  arrival  of  the  barque  she  was  getting  ready  for  discharging.  This  barque  is  owned 
by  the  Confederate  Government,  but  is  nominally  held  by  Sinclair,^  Hamilton,  and  Co.,  of 
London,  and  sails  under  the  British  flag.  This  firm  are  connected  with  the  Confederate 
Giovemment. 
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Early  the  following  day  the  barque  '*  Agrippina  '*  hauled  alongside,  and  we  commenced 
to  take  the  guns  on  board.  Two  or  three  days  after  this  the  **  Bahama  "  arrived  with  the 
officers.  This  steamer  was  in  command  of  Captain  Tessier.  She  also  sailed  under  the 
British  flag.  The  ''  Bahama''  came  in,  and  Captain  Butcher  went  on  board,  and  received 
orders  to  sail  to  Angra.  The  ''  Bahama  "  took  the  barque  in  tow,  and  we  all  w6nt  round 
to  Angra.  After  we  got  there  we  were  ordered  away  by  the  authorities.  There  was  also 
correspondence  took  place  between  Captain  Butcher  and  the  British  Consul  at  that 
place,  but  I  never  heard  what  it  was.  We  went  out,  and  continued  discharging  and 
taking  in  all  that  day,  and  at  night  we  and  the  barque  ran  into  the  bay,  the  '*  Bahama " 
keeping  outside.  By  this  time  we  had  got  all  the  guns,  ammunition,  and  cargo  from  the 
steamer  and  barque.  During  all  this  time  the  three  vessels  were  sailing  under  the  British 
flag.  We  finished  coaling  on  Sunday,  the  24th  day  of  August,  about  I  o'clock.  We 
received  from  the  barque  '*  Agrippina "  four  broadside  guns,  each  32-pounders,  and  two 
pivot-guns,  one  68-pounder  solid-shotgun,  and  one  100-pounder  rifled  gun;  100  barrels 
of  gunpowder,  a  number  of  Enfield  rifles,  two  cases  of  pistols  and  cartridges  for  the  same. 
All  the  clothing  for  the  men  was  also  received  from  the  "Agrippina,  and  the  fuses, 
primers,  signals,  rockets,  shot,  shell,  and  other  munitions  of  war  needed  by  the  ship ;  also 
a  quantity  of  coal.  We  received  from  the  "Bahama"  two  32-pounder broadside  guns,  a 
bale  of  blue  flannel  for  sailors'  wear,  and  a  fire-proof  chest  with  60,000  dollars  in  English 
sovereigns  and  50,000  dollars  in  bank  bills. 

Captain  Butcher  or  Mr.  Low,  the  First  Mate,  told  me  that  Mr.  M.  G.  Klingender 
had  been  directed  to  purchase  in  Liverpool,  where  Mr.  Klingender  resides  and  does 
business  as  a  merchant,  such  supplies  of  tobacco  and  liquor  as  were  required  for  the  ship's 
use.  1  made  out  the  advance  notes  for  the  men  at  Liverpool  on  the  28th  of  July,  1862, 
while  she  was  lying  in  the  Birkenhead  docks,  which  advance  notes  were  made  payable  by 
Cunard,  Wilson,  and  Co.,  at  Liverpool ;  the  half-pay  notes  which  1  made  out  in  Moelfia 
Bay  on  board  the  "  No.  290  "  were  made  payable  at  Liverpool  by  the  aforesaid  Mr.  G.  Klin- 
gender. After  we  arrived  at  Angra,  and  had  armed  the  ship,  and  were  leaving  that  port 
to  enter  upon  the  cruize,  we  were  still  under  the  British  flag.  Captain  Semmes  then  had 
all  the  men  called  aft  on  the  quarter-deck.  The  British  flag  was  hauled  down  and  the 
Confederate  one  raised.  He  then  and  there  made  a  speech;  read  his  Commission  to 
them  as  a  Commander  in  the  Confederate  Navy ;  told  them  the  objects  of  the  vessel,  and 
what  she  was  about  to  do ;  mentioned  to  them  what  their  proportion  of  prize-money 
Would  be  out  of  each  100,000  dollars'  worth  of  property  captured  and  destroyed;  said  he 
had  on  board  100,000  dollars ;  and  asked  them  to  go  with  him,  at  the  same  time  appealing 
to  them  as  British  sailors  to  aid  him  in  defending  the  side  of  the  weak. 

I  had  two  sets  of  Articles  prepared ;  one  for  men  shipping  for  a  limited  time,  the 
other  for  those  willing  to  go  during  the  war.  The  Articles  were  then  re-signed,  while  the 
vessel  was  in  Portuguese  waters,  but  under  the  Confederate  flag.  This  was  on  Sunday, 
the  24th  of  August,  1862.  At  the  same  time  Captain  Semmes  announced  that  the  ship 
would  be  called  the  Confederate  States*  vessel  ^'  Alabama."  The  guns  which  were  brought 
out  to  the  *'  No.  290 "  in  the  "  Agrippina"  and  the  "Bahama"  were  made  and  furnished 
by  Fawcett,  Preston,  and  Co.,  of  Liverpool.  The  ammunition  and  entire  armament  of  the 
vessel,  as  well  as  all  the  outfit,  were  purchased  in  England. 

The  list  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A,  contains  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  officers 
on  the  "  Alabama "  when  1  left,  except  myself,  and  of  all  the  men  whom  I  can  now 
remember.  My  belief  is  that  we  had  eighty-four  shipped  men,  inclusive  of  the  flremen 
and  coal-trimmers,  when  we  left  Angra.  AH  the  men  but  three  signed  the  Articles  for  the 
period  of  the  war.  The  half-pay  notes  were  then  drawn  in  favour  of  and  given  to  the 
men.  These  half-pay  notes  entitled  their  families  or  friends  to  draw  half  of  their  pay  on 
the  1  st  of  every  month.  They  were  all  payable  by  Fraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.,  with  whom 
the  money  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  them  was  lodged.  The  first  set  of  notes  (payable  at 
Cunard,  Wilson,  and  Co.'s)  were  in  the  form  of  the  British  Marine  service ;  the  second  set 
(payable  at  Fraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.'s)  were  in  the  form  used  by  the  United  States'  and 
Confederate  Navy.  Several  of  the  men  refused  to  sign,  and  returned  in  the  "  Bahama"  ta 
Liverpool.  Captain  Butcher  and  Captain  Bullock  also  returned  in  the  *'  Bahama."  We 
then  entered  upon  our  cruize. 

Out  of  the  eighty-four  men  I  believe  there  were  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
Americans.  There  was  one  Spaniard,  and  all  the  rest  were  Englishmen.  More  than  one- 
half  of  the  Englishmen  belonged  to  the  Royal  Navy  Reserve,  as  they  informed  me,  and  as 
was  generally  understood  by  all  on  board.  Four  at  least  of  the  officers  were  English  ; 
that  is  to  say,  Jolm  Low,  Fourth  Lieutenant ;  David  Herbert  Llewellyn,  Assistant  Surgeon  ; 
George  T.  FuUam,  Master's  Mate ;  and  Henry  AUcott,  the  Sailmaker.  I  never  remember 
at  any  time  seeing  any  Custom-house  officer  aboard  this  vessel.     I  remsdned  aboard  the 
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vessel  as  Paymaster  from  the  time  I  joined  her,  as  before  stated,  until  the  25th  day  of 
January,  1863,  at  which  time  she  was  lying  at  Port  Royal,  Jamaica.  During  the  whole 
time  that  I  was  on  board  her  she  was  cruizing  and  making  war  against  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  States.  I  cannot  recollect  the  names  of  all  the  vessels  which  she 
captured,  but  I  know  that  the  number  which  were  captured  and  destroyed  up  to  the  time 
I  left  her  was  at  least  tw^enty-three,  and,  as  I  believe,  was  more.  Of  these  twenty-three, 
four  were  released  upon  giving  ransom  bonds  payable  to  the  Confederate  Government : 
such  four  were,  the  ship  '*  Emily  Farnham,"  of  New  York,  bound  to  Liverpool ;  the 
"  Tonawanda,''  of  Philadelphia,  bound  for  Liverpool ;  the  brig  "  Baron  de  Custine,*'  bound 
for  the  West  Indies;  and  the  mail  steam-ship  **  Ariel,''  on  the  Californian  line.  All  the 
rest  were  burned  or  destroyed. 

The  first  port  we  went  into  afler  leaving  the  Western  Islands  was  Port  Royal, 
Martinique,  where  we  went  to  provision  and  coal.  The  barque  *'  Agrippina  *'  was  lying 
with  coals  for  us,  being  the  same  vessel  as  took  out  the  armament.  We  did  not  provision 
or  coal  there,  but  we  went  out,  and  afterwards  met  the  ^*  Agrippina  "  at  the  Island  of 
Blanco  belonging  to  Venezuela.  We  only  took  coal  in  there.  We  then  proceeded  to  the 
Areas  Keys,. near  Yucatan  banks,  where  we  lay  about  ten  days ;  where  we  painted  the  ship 
and  recoaled  from  the  '*  Agrippina,"  and  gave  the  men  a  run  on  shore. 

We  then  steered  for  Galvest6n,  where  we  destroyed  the  United  States*  gun-boat 
"  Hatteras,"  which  was  the  last  vessel  we  destroyed  before  I  left  her. 

As  soon  as  we  got  the  prisoners  from  the  "  Hatteras  "  on  board  we  started  straight  for 
Jamaica  (Port  Royalj.  There  we  provisioned,  coaled,  andrepaired  ship.  All  the  twenty- 
three  ships  which  we  bad  burned  or  destroyed  had  been  so  burned  or  destroyed  in  the  interval 
between  our  leaving  the  Western  Islands  and  steering  for  Port  Royal.  I  heard  of  no 
objection  from  the  authorities  in  Jamaica  to  our  repairing,  coaling,  or  provisioning  the  ship 
in  Port  Royal;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  were  received  with  all  courtesy  and  kindness. 
We  were  there  about  a  week.  Whilst  we  were  there  the  English  Admiral  at  Port  Royal 
paid  a  visit  to  Captain  Semmes,  on  board  the  "Alabama."  I  was  on  shore  on  duty  at  the 
time  of  the  visit,  but  I  heard  of  such  visit  immediately  upon  my  return  to  the  ship,  for  it 
was  the  subject  of  much  conversation  and  remark  amongst  the  officers  ;  and,  in  particular, 
I  remember  Mr.  Sinclair,  the  master,  speaking  of  it.  I  also  know  that  Captain  Semmes 
paid  a  return  visit  to  the  Enghsh  Admiral  on  the  day  that  the  "Alabama  "  left  Port  Royal ; 
I  myself  saw  him  start  for  the  purpose.  My  connection  with  the  ship  terminated  in 
Port  Royal,  and  I  subsequently  came  to  England,  where  I  arrived  on  the  22nd  of  March, 
1863. 


(Signed) 


CLARENCE  R.  YONGE. 


Sworn  at  the  Judge's  Chambers.  Rolls  Gardens,  Chancery  Lane,  this  2nd  day  of 
April,  1863. 

Before  me, 
(Signed)  John   Payne,  a  Commissioner ,  ^c. 


(A.) — Officers  and  Crete  of  the  Alabama. 


Raphael  Semmes,  Commander. 

J.  M.  Kell,  first  Lieuten'ant. 

Richard  F.  Armstrong,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Joseph  Wilson,  Third  Lieutenant. 

John  Low,  Fourth  Lieutenant,  English- 
man, sisters  living  in  Liverpool,  made 
his  allotment  payable  to  brother-in-law, 
Charles  Green,  Jr.  Eraser,  Trenholm, 
and  Co.  pay  the  men  all  the  allotments, 
that  is,  the  half-monthly  pay.  Every 
month  they  draw  this  allotment. 

Arthur  Sinclair,  Master,  that  is,  Sailing 
Master. 

Francis  L.  Gait,  Surgeon,  from  Virginia, 
now  acting  as  Paymaster. 

Miles  J.  Freeman,  First  Assistant  Engineer, 
ranks  as  Chief.    Born  in  Wales  ;  does 
not  know  whether  naturalized. 
[87] 


David  Herbert  Llewellyn,  Assistant 
Surgeon,  Englishman. 

B.  K.  Howell,  brother-in-law  of  Jeff.  Davis, 
Lieutenant  of  Marines  (no  marines  on 
board). 

\Vm.  H.  Sinclair,  Midshipman. 

Irvine  S.  Bullock,  Midshipman ;  Captain 
Bullock's  brother. 

Eugene  Maffit,  Midshipman;  Captain 
Maffit's  son. 

Edward  Maffit  Anderson,  Midshipman; 
sou  of  Colonel  Anderson. 

Wm.  P.  Brooks,  Secoad  Assistant  Engi- 
neer. 

S.  W.  Cummings,  Third  Assistant  Engi- 
neer. 

Matthew  O'Brien,  Third  Assistant  Engi- 
neer. 
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John  M.  Pundt,  Third  Assistant  Engi- 
neer. 

George  T.  Fullam,  First  Master's  Mate, 
Engh'shman ;  father  teacher  of  Naviga- 
tion School  in  Hull. 

James  Evans^  Second  Masters  Mate, 
Charleston  Pilot. 


Wm.  B.  Smith,  Captain's  Clerk- 
Benj.  L.  Mecasky,  Boatswain. 
T.  C.  Cuddy.  Gunner. 
William  Robinson,  Carpenter. 
Henry  AUcot,  Sailmaker,  Englishman. 


Petty  Officers  and  Seamen. 


James  King,  Master-at-Arms,  Savannah 
Pilot. 

Adolphus  Marmelstein,  Signal  Quarter- 
master, Savannah  Pilot. 

Wm^.  A.  King,  Quartermaster,  Savannah 
Pilot. 

James  G.  Dent,  Quartermaster,  Savannah 
Pilot. 

Wm.  Forestall,  Quartermaster,  Savannah 
Pilot. 

Ralph  Masters,  Quarter  Gunner. 

Wm.  Crawford,  Quarter  Gunner,  Royal 
Naval  Reserve,  England. 

George  Addison,  Armourer. 

Wm.  Rinton,  Carpenter's  Mate,  English- 
man. 

Edward  Rawes,  Ship's  Carpenter,  English* 
man. 

George  Harwood,  Chief  Boatswain's 
Mate, English  Reserve;  English  Govern- 
ment pay  him  a  pension ;  time  up 
February  24,  1863  (as  he  states). 

Michael  Genshla,  Fireman  ;  has  a  pension 
in  England ;  has  been  discharged, 
November  25,  1862,  Irishman. 

Brent  Johnson,  Second  Boatswain's  Mate, 
English  Reserve. 

Wm.  Pundy,  Sailmaker's  Mate,  English. 

John  Latham,  Fireman,  English. 

David  Roach,  Fireman,  English. 

Thomas  Murphy,  Fireman,  English. 

John  McAlee,  Ordinary  Seaman,  English. 

Thos.  Welsh,  Ordinary  Seaman,  English. 

James  Smith,  Captain  of  the  Forecastle, 
English. 

Edwd.  Fitzsmorris,  Ordinaiy  Seaman, 
English. 

George  Egerton,  Fireman,  lives  at  Liver- 
pool, English. 

James    Mc  Faden,    Fireman  ;    time    up, 

24th  February,  1863,  English. 
•  Wm.  Robinson,  Able  Seaman,  English. 

Martin  Molk,  Able  Seaman,  English. 

Geo.  Yeoman,  Ordinary  Seaman,  English. 

There  are  now  several  men  on  board  of  the  *'  Alabama"  who  have  joined  the  ship 
since  we  entered  upon  the  cruize,  some  of  whom  are  Americans. 

(Signed)  CLARENCE  R.  YONGE. 

This  is  the  list  marked  A  referred  to  in  the  Affidavit  of  Clarence  Randolph  Yonge, 
sworn  this  2nd  day  of  April,  1863. 
Before  me, 
(Signed)  John  Payne,  a  Commissioner^  8fc. 


Wm.  McGinley,  Able  Seaman,  English. 

George  Freemantle,  Able  Seaman,  English* 

Frederick  Johns,  Purser's  Steward,  English. 

John  Grady,  Boy,  uncle  lives  at  56, 
Regent-street,  Liverpool,  Bootmaker, 
English. 

Thos.  Weir,  Gunner's  Mate,  English. 

James  Brasner,  Able  Seaman,  English. 

Edgar  Fripp,  Seaman,  EngUsh. 

John  Neil,  Seaman,  EngUsh. 

Joseph  Neil,  Seaman,  English* 

Samuel  Henry,  Seaman,  English. 

John  Roberts,  Seaman,  English. 

John  Duggan,  Seaman,  English. 

Martin  King,  Seaman,  English. 

F.  Williams,  Seaman,  EngHsh, 

R.  Williams,  Seaman,  English. 

Joseph  Pearson,  Seaman,  lEnglish. 

Joseph  Connor,  Seaman,  English. 

Thos.  McMillan,  Seaman,  English. 

Michael  Mars,  Seaman,  English. 

Robert  Egan,  Boy,  English. 

Malcolm  McFarlane,  Seaman,  English. 

Peter  Henry,  Seaman,  English. 

Charles  Godwin,  Seaman,  American. 

James  Higgs,  Captain  of  Hold,  English. 

Peter  Duncan,  Fireman,  English. 

Richard  Parkinson  Ward,  Purser's  Ste- 
ward, English. 

George  Appleby,  Yeoman,  English. 

John  Enwry,  Seaman,  English. 

Wm.  Heam,  Seaman,  English. 

Thos.  L.  Parker,  Boy,  English. 

A.  G.  Bartelli,  Captain's  Steward,  Ameri- 
can. 

Peter  Hughes,  Seamauj  American. 

Henry  Fisher,.  Seaman,  belonging  to 
Reserve,  English. 

Frank  Townsend,  Seaman,  belonging  to 
Reserve,  English. 

Frank  Cunen,  Seaman,  belonging  to 
Reserve,  English. 

William  Levins,  Coal  Trimmer,  English. 
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No.  5. 

Mr^  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  April  30.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  Unifed  States,  London,  April  29,  1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  submit  to  your  considera- 
tion a  copy  of  a  Memorial  addressed  to  the  President  by  the  directing  authorities  of  the 
Panama  Railroad  Company.  1  am  further  instructed  to  say  that  this  case  is  regarded  as 
coming  within  the  category  described  in  my  note  t6  your  Lordship  of  the  20th  of  November 
last^  touching  the  depredations  committed  by  gun-boat  No.  290,  now  known  as  the 
''Alabama,"  but  attended  by  some  peculiar  circumstances  fully  set  forth  in  the  Memorial 
itself. 

I  pray  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


loclosure  1  in  No.  5. 

Tke  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  to  the  President  of  the 

United  States. 

Office  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Company,  New  York, 
Sh-,  March  14,  1863. 

THE  Undersigned,  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Company,  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  statements : — 

1.  That  the  American  barque  "  Golden  Rule,"  of  the  registered  tonnage  of  254 2f  tons, 
hereinafter  mentioned,  was  the  property  of  the  said  Panama  Railroad  Company  and  others. 

2.  That  the  said  barque,  while  on  her  voyage  from  the  port  of  New  York  to  the  port 
of  Aspinwall  or  Colon,  in  New  Granada,  was  captured  on  the  26th  day  of  January  last  by 
the  steamer  *'  Alabama,"  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  in  about  75°  west 
longitude,  and  18°  north  latitude,  and  after  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  her  cargo  to  the 
*'  Alabama,"  was  totaUy  destroyed  by  burning,  together  with  the  residue  of  her  cargo 
remaining  on  board. 

3.  That  the  value  of  the  barque  "  Golden  Rule,"  with  her  freight,  was  16,000  dollars, 
and  that  of  the  cargo  she  had  on  board  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  was  owner  to  the 
amount  of  1,406  dollars. 

4.  That  the  aforesaid  steamer  ^'  Alabama  "  was  built  in  England,  and  sailed  firom  a 
British  port  after  notice  had  been  given  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  she  was  intended 
to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  as  a  vessel  of 
war,  to  operate  agaiost  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

5.  That  the  destruction  of  the  barque  "  Golden  Rule"  by  the  steamer  ''  Alabama*' 
took  place  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  departure  of  the  ''Alabama"  from 
Port  Royal,  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  a  Colonial  port  of  Great  Britain,  where  she  had 
been  permitted  to  remain  during  the  whole  of  the  preceding  five  days  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing,  refitting,  coaling,  and  provisioning. 

6.  That  the  cargo  on  board  the  **  Golden  Rule  "  was  owned  to  a  great  extent  by 
neutral  parties  of  various  nationalities,  among  whom  are  British  subjects,  and  that  the 
citizens  of  Great  i3ritain  are  largely  interested  in  the  Panama  Railroad  Company,  both  as, 
owners  of  the  sterling  bonds  and  of  the  shares  of  the  Company. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  the  Undersigned  consider  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  to  be  justly  bound  to  make  good  to  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  and  others  the 
loss  sustained  by  the  destruction  of  the  barque  **  Golden  Rule,"  and  of  the  cai^o  on  board 
belonging  to  said  Company,  say  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  17,406  dollars,  and  they 
respectfully  request  your  Excellency  to  take  such  measures  to  obtain  redress  as  in  your 
judgment  may  seem  best* 

(Signed)  DAVID  HOADLEY,  President. 

JAS.  F.  JOY,  Secretary. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  5* 

Memorial. 

New  York,  March  14,  T863. 
THE  Undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  Being  duly  sworn,  depose  and 
aay: — 

That  they  were  master  and  first  oflScer  of  the  American  barque  **  Golden  Rule/' 
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belonging  to  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  and  others,  on  her  late  voyage  from  the  port 
of  New  York  to  Aspinwall,  or  Colon,  in  New  Granada ;  that  on  the  26th  day  of  January 
last,  whilst  becalmed  near  the  longitude  of  75"  west,  and  latitude  18°  north,  the  said 
barque  was  captured  by  the  steamer  **  Alabama,"  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of 
America,  commanded  by  Captain  Semraes ;  that  on  going  on  board  the  "  Alabama/'  the 
Commander  was  informed  that  the  cargo  of  the  "  Golden  Rule  *'  was  owned  in  part  by 
neutral  parties,  probably  to  the  extent  of  one-fourth  or  one-third  ;  that  after  the  removal 
of  a  portion  of  the  cargo  to  the  •*  Alabama,"  the  barque  was  set  on  fire  by  order  of  the 
Commander  of  the  '*  Alabama,"  and  totally  destroyed,  together  with  the  cargo  remaining 
on  board. 

(Signed)  P.  H.  WHITEBURN,  Master,  ''Golden  Rule^ 

JOHN  CASSIDY,  Officer,  ''Golden  Rule:' 

State  of  New  York,  City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss. 

Be  it  known  that  on  the  14th  day  of  March,  a.d,  1863,  before  me,  Frederick  Bull,  a 
Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  New  York,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  dwelling 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  personally  came  David  Hoadley,  President,  and  Joseph  F.  Joy, 
Secretary  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Company,  and  P.  H.  Whitebum,  master,  and  John  Cassidy, 
first  oflBcer,  of  the  American  barque  "  Golden  Rule,"  to  me  known,  who  being  severally 
sworn,  did  each  for  himself  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing  statements  by  them  respec- 
tively subscribed  are  correct  and  true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  anid  belief. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  notarial  seal,  the 
day  and  year  last  before  written. 

(Signed)  Frederick  Bull,  Notary  Public,  58,  Wall  Street. 


No.  6. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  April  30,  1863, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant, 
inclosing  a  Memorial  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  directing 
authorities  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Company,  respecting  the  destruction  by  the  "  Alabama  ** 
of  the  American  barque  "  Golden  Rule." 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  7. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  July  8.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  July  7,  1 863. 

AS  constituting  one  of  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  growing  out  of  the 
lawless  depredations  upon  American  commerce  by  vessels  fitted  out  and  sent  froM  the  ports 
of  Great  Britain,  I  am  directed  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  the  papers  herewith 
submitted  (Inclosures  1  and  2). 

I  have  the  honour  at  the  same  time  to  annex  copies  of  two  other  depositions  furnished 
to  me  from  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  relating  to  the  same  general 
subject  (Inclosures  3  and  4). 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  feel  myself  once  more  compelled  to  call  your  Lordship's 
attention  to  the  circumstance  attending  the  outfit  of  the  steamer  called  the  '^  Japan.''  It 
now  appears  that  that  vessel  was  at  the  time  of  her  escape,  and  has  continued  until  very 
lately  to  be,  the  property  of  a  British  subject  residing  in  Liverpool.  That  person  is 
Mr.  Thomas  Bold,  a  member  of  the  commercial  house  of  Jones  and  Co.  I  have  informa- 
tion which  leads  me  to  believe  that  only  within  a  few  days  has  Mr.  Bold  notified  the 
Collector  of  Customs  at  Liverpool  of  his  sale  of  this  vessel  to  foreign  owners,  and  requested 
the  register  to  be  cancelled.  That  act  was  not  completed  until  the  23rd  of  June  last.  It 
would  appear  from  these  facts,  should  they  prove  to  be  true,  that  this  vessel  has  remained 
the  properly  of  a  British  subject  during  a  considerable  time  in  which  she  has  been  engaged 
in  committing  extensive  ravages  upon  the  commerce  of  a  nation  with  which  Her  Majesty 
is  at  peace.  The  fact  of  the  outfit  of  that  vessel  for  hostile  purposes  has  already  occupied 
the  attention  of  your  Lordship,  in  consequence  of  former  representations  unhappily  made 
too  late  for  effective  interposition.     But  the  circumstances  of  the  retention  of  the  owner- 
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ship  by  a  British  subject  for  so  long  a  period  after  she  was  known  to  be  engaged  in 
hostilities  against  the  United  States,  is  of  too  grave  a  character  to  justify  me  in  omitting  to 
call  your  Lordship's  particular  attention  to  it  in  advance  of  the  possibility  of  recei\dng 
instructions  respecting  it. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  7. 

Messrs.  Robinson,  Howard,  and  Mc  Gaw  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Sir,  New  York,  June  4,  .1863. 

THE  Undersigned,  owners  of  the  ship  **  Golden  Eagle  "  and  her  freight,  beg  to  state 
that  on  the  21st  February  last  that  vessel  was  captured  and  burned  by  the  steamer 
**  Alabama,"  a  vessel  built  in  an  English  port,  the  particulars  of  which  are  fully  set  forth 
in  the  notarial  copy  of  the  protest  of  her  master  herewith,  and  to  which  we  beg  your 
attention. 

Dollars. 
The  yalae  of  the  yessel  was         . .  •  •  • .  . .  •  •  . .        86^000 

Freight  3,600/.  sterling,  at  67i  per  cent.    . .  .  .  . .  . .  * .       26,800 

Our  loss         •  •  • .  •  •  •  •  • .       62,800 

Believing  we  have  a  good  and  valid  claim  against  the  English  Government  for  this 
loss,  we  have  to  ask  your  kind  offices  in  the  premises  ;  and  would  feel  obliged  if  you  will 
take  such  steps  as  will  best  protect  our  interests,  and  we  remain,  &c., 
(Signed)  EDWIN  H.  ROBINSON. 

H.  L.  HOWARD,  Executrix  of  B.  Howard's  Estate. 
JOHN  H.  McGAW. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  7. 
Protest. 

Consulate  of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  London. 

TO  all  whom  it  may  concern,  be  it  known  and  made  manifest,  that  on  this  24th  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863,  before  me,  Freeman  H.  Morse,  Consul  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  London  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  personally  appeared  Edward 
A.  Swift,  master  and  commander  of  the  ship  '*  Golden  Eagle"  of  New  Bedford,  United  States 
aforesaid,  of  the  burden  of  1,120^  t(ms  or  thereabouts.  And  the  said  Edward  A.  Swift 
having  before  on  the  20th  day  of  March,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  his  arrival  declared 
to  protest  before  me,  John  Britton,  United  States'  Consul  at  Southampton  ;  now  comes 
being  desirous  to  extend  the  same  before  me,  and  with  him  come  Carl  Brown,  second 
officer ;  John  Smith,  Carpenter ;  John  Smith,  A.  Gates,  Thomas  Parker,  E.  Huboard, 
W.  Gibson,  M.  Gilford,  A.  Silvd,  J.  Francis,  John  Leons,  T.  Whiskey,  Merritt  D.  Bradley, 
W.  L.  Cartons,  H.  Dodson,  and  George  Burrill,  seamen,  bfeing  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  before  me  the  said  Consul,  did  declare  and  set  forth  as 
follows,  that  is  to  say,  that  they  the  said  appearers  and  the  said  ship's  company  sailed  in 
and  with  the  said  ship  from  the  port  of  Howland's  Island  on  the  23rd  of  November  now 
last  past,  with  a  cargo  of  guano  bound  to  the  port  of  Cork  for  orders,  the  said  ship  being 
tight,  staunch,  and  strong,  and  in  all  respects  in  good  order,  and  well  fitted  for  the  said 
voyage. 

That  nothing  material  occurred  until  the  21st  February,  on  which  day  at  10  a.m, 
being  then  in  latitude  29°  17'  north,  and  longitude  45°  15'  west,  on  the  starboard  tack,  by 
the  wind,  saw  a  sail  on  the  port  bow  standing  towards  us.  At  11  a.m.  spoke  the  barque 
*'  Olive  Jane"  of  Boston  for  New  York.  At  1 1*30  a.m.  made  the  sail  on  the  port  bow  to 
be  a  gun-boat  and  a  steamer  by  her  smoke  pipe,  distance  about  six  miles  (which  proved  to 
be  the  pirate  steamer  "Alabama").  Soon  after  she  fired  two  blank  shots,  having  the 
Confederate  flag  at  her  peak,  and  tacking  ship  as  ourselves,  the  wind  being  very  light  at 
the  time  and  the  ship  going  about  four  miles  per  hour,  the  steamer  soon  took  in  sail  and 
steamed  down  upon  us,  firing  a  shot  which  fell  short  of  the  ship.  About  1*15  p.m.,  the 
steamer  fired  again,  the  shot  passing  close  ahead  of  the  ship.  At  1*30  p.M.,  finding  they 
were  preparing  to  fire  again,  appearers  brought  the  ship  to.  An  armed  boat's  crew  boarded 
and  took  possession,  At  6  p.m.,  the  "Alabama"  having  chased  another  vessel  (the  barque 
•^  Olive  Jane  "),  and  set  fire  to  her  returned  to  the  ship.     Appearer  Swift  was  ordered  on 
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board  with  the  ship's  papers.  Captain  Senames  giving  orders  to  the  first  Lieutenant  to 
plunder  and  burn  the  ship,  they  taking  all  the  ship's  papers,  chronometer,  two  sextants, 
spy  glasses,  charts,  books,  log-book«  and  all  appearer  Swift's  private  property  with  the 
exception  of  a  small  quantity  of  clothes,  and  allowing  the  appearers,  the  officers  and  crew, 
a  small  bag  of  clothes  each,  and  upon  arrival  on  the  "  Alabama,"  they  were  placed  in  irons 
on  deck  all  the  time,  with  the  exception  of  said  appearer  Swift  who  was  taken  below  and 
searched,  and  the  little  money,  about  157  dollars,  taken  away  from  him,  he  being  allowed 
to  mess  and  sleep  in  the  steerage  with  the  petty  oflftecrs.  At  5  p.m.,  the  **  Golden  Eagle** 
was  set  fire  to,  and  at  8  a.m.  on  the  22nd  went  down,  the  steamer  remaining  by  the  burning 
ship  all  night.  On  the  27th,  the  **  Alabama"  gave  chase  to  the  ship  '*  Washington"  bound 
from  Callao  to  Antwerp,  and  after  boarding  her  and  fitnding  her  cargo  owned  by  foreigners, 
took  bonds  for  her,  and  put  appearers  and  other  persons  upon  her.  Appearers  remained 
six  days  on  the  *'  Alabama." 

On  the  18tli  March,  the  "  Wftshington  **  spoke  Cowes  pilot-boat  No.  3,  off  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  south  south*west,  and  placed  appearers  and  other  sufferers  on  board,  aad  they 
toade  for  Cowes,  where  they  arrived  and  were  put  on  shore. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  they,  the  swd  appearers,  have  protested,  and  by  these 
presents  do  protest,  against  the  said  pirate  No.  290,  alias  the  *'  Alabama,"  commanded  by 
Captain  Semmes,  her  officers  t  nd  criew,  as  the  sole  cause  of  all  losses,  costs,  and  damages 
that  the  said  ship  *'  Golden  Eagle  "  or  her  cargo  have  suffered,  or  may  suffer  by  reason 
thereof. 

(Signed)         Edward  A.  Swift,  Master.  (Signed)         John  Francis. 

Carl  Brown,  Sec0nd  Officer^  John  Leon. 

John  Smith,  Carpenter.  Thorn.  Whiskey. 

Thom.  Smith.  John  Williams. 

Andrew  Gates.  Charley  Browne. 

Thos.  P.  Parker.  Cruz  Calloha. 

Elisha  Mubbard.  James  Badger. 

William  Gibson.  Isaac  Ue  Merritt. 

Matthew  Gilford.  David  Bradley. 

Antonio  Silvd.  Wm.  L.  Curtions. 

Henry  Dodson.  George  Burrill. 

In  testimony  of  all  which  I  the  said  Consul  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  aflSxed 
my  seal  of  office  in  London,  the  day  and  year  first  herein  mentioned,  and  in  the  eighty- 
seventh  year  of  the  independence  of  the  said  United  States. 
(Signed)  F.  H.  Morse. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America^  London. 

I,  Freeman  H.  Morse,  Consul  to  the  United  States  of  America  for  London 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  certify  to  all  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the 
foregoing  is  a  true  and  faithful  copy  of  a  certain  Instrument  of  Protest  of  the  ship  *^  Golden 
Eagle,"  of  New  Bedford,  made  and  extended  before  me  on  the  24th  day  of  March,  and 
taken  from  the  registry  of  the  office  of  this  Consulate  in  book  marked  '^  Record  Book  of 
Protest  No.  5,"  at  folio  17. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereuijto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office  at 
London,  this  24th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863,  and  in  the  87th  year  of 
the  Independence  of  the  said  United  States. 
(Signed)  F.  H.  Morse. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss. 

I,  Andrew  Foster  Higgins,  a  Public  Notary  in  and  for  the  said  city  and 
county,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and 
exact  copy  of  a  certified  copy  of  protest  exhibited  to  me. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  2nd  day  of  June, 
4*D.  1863.  , 

(Signed)  A.  F.  Higgins,  Notary  Pdblic. 

Indosure  3  in  No*  7. 

Affidavit  of  John  Trader. 

\  JOHN  TRADER,  at  present  on  board  the  barque  *'  Regatta,"  now  lying  in  the 
Queen's  dock.  in.  Liverpool  in  the  county  of  Lancaster^,  seaman,  make  oath  and  say  : — 
On.  the  IStli  dayr  of  March  last  I  joined  at  Baltimore  the  barque  "  Henrietta,^^  Captain 
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Brown,  master,  as  boy  on  a  voyage  from  Baltimore  to  Rio,  with  a  cargo  of  flour,  and  two 
gentlemen  and  one  lady,  with  three  children,  as  passengers. 

We  left  Baltimore  on  the  20th  of  March,  and  proceeded  on  our  voyage,  and  on  the 
23rd  of  April,  when  about  fifty-six  miles  south  of  the  Equator,  we  were  becalmed,  and 
about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  saw  a  strange  vessel  astern  of  us ;  she  had  all  her  sails 
furled,  and  appeared  to  be  making  towards  us  under  steam,  and  between  5  and  6  o'clock  she 
oame  up  to  us,  and  when  tibout  forty  to  fifty  yards  from  us,  she  hailed  us  and  asked  where  we 
were  bound  to  and  where  from.  Our  captain  told  him.  The  strange  vessel  was  flying  the 
Americ  an  colours,  the  officer  on  board  the  strange  vessel  sang  out  to  back  our  mainyard,  and 
he  woi  Id  send  some  one  on  board.  We  backed  the  mainyard,  and  the  stranger  then  sent  oflF 
a  boat  which  came  alongside  of  us.  An  officer  and  several  men  then  came  on  board  ;  they 
wei'e  all  armed  with  revolvers  and  swords ;  they  told  us  to  get  ready  to  go  on  board  of 
their  vessel.  All  the  seamen  of  the  *^  Henrietta,"  except  myself,  went  into  the  boat,  and 
were  taken  to  the  stranger.  Another  boat  then  came  off  from  the  stranger  and  took  me,, 
the  two  mates,  and  the  steward,  off  to  the  ship.  When  we  got  on  board  the  stranger  we 
were  put  into  irSns,  and  remained  on  deck.  We  found  some  ten  or  twelve  prisoners ;  they 
were  all  in  irons.  Another  boat  was  sent  from  the  stranger  and  fetched  the  captain  and 
passengers,  and  they  were  brought  on  board,  but  they  were  not  put  in  irons. .  Our  mates 
were  put  into  irons  at  first,  but  they  were  afterwards  taken  off. 

About  one  hour  after  we  came  on  board  the  stranger  we  saw  our  ship  was  on  fire,  and 
I  also- noticed  that  the  stranger  was  flying  the  Southern  colours,  and  that  the  American 
colours  she  had  been  flying  when  she  hailed  us  had  been  hauled  down,  and  about  this  time 
I  heard  that  the  stranger  was  the  "Florida." 

When  the  fire  had  got  a  good  hpld  of  the  **  Henrietta,"  the  **  Florida  "  steamed  away 
and  then  lay-to  for  the  night. 

On  the  following  morning  we  got  up  steam  and  steamed  down  towards  our  vessel 
which  we  passed  ;  she  was  then  nearly  burnt  down  to  the  water's  edge.     After  cruizing 
about  we  saw  a  strange  sail,  and  made  for  her.     She  was  an  English  vessel  bound,  I  think, 
for  Liverpool.     One  of  the  officers  of  the  *'  Florida  "  hailed  her,  and  asked  her  master  if 
he  could  take  any  passengers  ;  he  said  yes,  but  he  would  want  a  barrel  of  bread  and  a 
barrel  of  beef  to  be  put  on  board  first  for  every  one  taken.     We  then  steamed  off,  and 
about  8  or  y  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  saw  another  sail,  and  in  about  two  or  three  hours 
we  came  up  with  her.     She  was  hailed,  and  turned  out  to  be  an  American  ship  called  the 
"  Oneida/'  bound  to  New  York  from  Shanghae-with  tea.     The  ''  Florida  "  was  flying  the 
American  colours.     The  "  Oneida  ''  was  ordered  to  lie-to,  and  a  boat  was  sent  off  from 
the  **  Florida"  to  the  *'  Oneida"  with  an  armed  crew.     We  were  on  deck  and  could  see 
what  took  place.     When  the  boat's  crew  had  got  on  board  the  **  Oneida"  the  *' Florida  '* 
hoisted   the  Southern  flag,  and    the  *' Oneida"  hauled  down  her  American  flag;    the 
"  Florida's  "  boats  brought  off  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  "  Oneida."     The  crew  were 
put  into  irons  immediately  they  came  on  board.     The  ^*  Oneida  "was  then  set  fire  to. 
When  the  fire  had  got  good  hold  of  the  vessel  we  steamed  away  from  her,  and  continued 
to  cruize  about.     We  then  saw  another  sail,  which  we  made  for,  and  on  coming  up  to  her 
we  found  she  was  a  French  barque  bound  to  New  South  Wales.     She  was  hailed  by  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  "  Florida,"  and  told  to  back  her  mainyards.     We  could  not  make 
him  understand.     A  boat  was  sent  off  to  her,  and  Captain  Brown,  our  captain,  and  one  of 
our  men,  Peter  Brown,  who  went  as  an  interpreter,  went  on  board.     Our  captain  told  us 
he  was  going  to  see  if  he  could  get  a  passage  for  all,  himself  and  his  crew  and  passengers. 
In  about  half-an-hour  our  captain  returned  and  told  us  that  the  Frenchman  would  only 
take  six,  and  the  captain  and  the  mates  and  passengers  and  the  captain  of  the  "  Oneida  '* 
went  on  board  the  Frenchman.     The  seamen  Peter  Brown  also  remained  on  board  the 
Frenchman.     After  we  got  rid  of  these  parties  we  proceeded  to  cruize  about  again,  and  on 
the  following  morning  we  came  access  the  Danish  brig  *'  Ceres,"  bound  for  Gibraltar,  ^and 
I  and  H.  G.  Wagner  and  Willjam  Evans  and  John  Short  and  the  cook  were  put  on  board 
of  her.     We  remained  on  board  of  this  ship  until,  her  provisions  running  short,  I  and 
Wagner  and  Evans  and  Short  were  put  on  board  the  ^'  Regatta,"  bound  for  Liverpool, 
where  I  arrived  yesterday,  but  Wagner  and  Evans  were  put  on  board  the  *'  Inca,**  also 
bound  for  Liverpool,  as  our  water  was  running  short. 

(Signed)  JOHN  TRADER. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  5th  day  of  June,  1863. 
Before  me, 
(Signed)  John  Yates,  a  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  the 

Courts  of  Exchequer  or  Pleas. 
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iDclosure  4  in  l^o.  7. 

Affidavit  of  Henry  George  Wagner. 

I,  HENRY  GEORGE  WAGNER,  at  present  on  board  the  barque  **Tnca"  of 
Liverpool,  now  lying  in  the  King's  dock  in  the  port  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
seaman,  make  oath  and  say, —  , 

1 .  In  the  month  of  March  last  I  shipped  at  Baltimore  on  board  the  barque  ^'  Henrietta  " 
of  Baltimore,  G.  D.  Brown  master,  for  a  voyage  to  Rio.  The  *'  Henrietta"  was  a  vessel 
of  440  tons,  and  we  had  a  crew  of  thirteen  all  told,  and  a  Mr.  Roberts,  a  Mr.  Morris,  and 
a  lady  of  the  name  of  Florence  with  her  three  children,  were  passengers. 

2.  On  the  20th  March  we  sailed  from  Baltimore,  and  proceeded  on  our  voyage 
without  anything  happening  until  the  23rd  of  April ;  we  were  then  about  fifty-six  miles  south 
of  the  Equator,  and  were  becalmed,  when  at  4  in  the  afternoon  we  saw  a  strange  sail  to 
the  stern  of  us.  The  stranger  had  no  sails  set  but  was  under  steam,  and  about  5  or  6  o'clock 
the  stranger  came  up  with  us.  She  had  the  American  flag  flying  at  the  &re  royal  mast- 
head, and  nothing  at  the  peak.  She  hailed  us,  and  asked  us  where  we  were  from,  and 
where  bound  to.  We  told  him,  and  he  then  sung  out  to  us  to  back  our  mainyard,  and  he 
would  send  his  boat  alongside.  Captain  Brown  refused  to  back  his  mainyard.  The 
stranger  then  lowered  three  boats,  and  canie  alonjrside  and  boarded  us.  There  were  four 
officers  and  twelve  men.     They,  were  all  armed  with  revolvers  and  cutlasses. 

3.  When  they  came  on  board,  they  asked  Captain  Brown  for  his  papers  and  irons. 
The  captain  said  he  had  no  papers,  but  he  told  them  where  the  irons  were.  Captain  Brown 
was  then  ordered  into  one  of  the  boats,  and  the  two  mates  and  the  passengers  also  went 
into  the  same  boat  on  board  the  stranger.  I  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  of  the  "  Henrietta  *' 
were  then  ordered  into  another  of  the  boats,  and  were  rowed  to  the  stranger.  When  we 
got  under  her  stern,  the  stranger  hoisted  the  Southern  flag.  We  then  went  on  board  the 
stranger,  and  I  and  Jhe  rest  of  the  seamen  were  put  in  irons. 

4.  The  other  of  the  stranger's  boats  brought  the  captain  and  the  passengers'  clothes, 
chronometer,  charts,  and  other  things,  but  they  did  not  bring  our  things.  I  only  got 
an  old  shirt  and  a  pair  of  old  trousers  beyond  what  I  stood  up  in,  when  taken  out  of  my 
ship. 

5.  Aft;er  the  boats  had  all  come  from  our  ship,  and  we  had  been  on  board  about  an 
hour  and  a  quarter,  I  saw  the  flames  coming  up  out  of  the  cabin  windows  of  the  "  Henrietta," 
and  I  then  knew  she  had  been  fired.  The  stranger  as  soon  as  she  saw  the  ship  was 
burning  put  oflffrom  her,  and  went  about  ten  miles  away  and  then  laid-to. 

6.  We  were  on  deckj  and  could  see  our  ship  burning  until  about  3  in  the  morning, 
when  the  fire  went  out  about  half-past  5  or  6  o'clock.  The  stranger,  whose  name  we  now 
learned  was  the  "Florida,"  steamed  past  our  vessel,  which  was  burned  almost  to  the  water's  edge. 

7.  After  we  had  passed  our  ship  the  ** Florida"  continued  to  cruise  about,  and  just 
aflierwards  we  hailed  a  strange  sail,  which  turned  out  to  be  an  English  barque,  bound  to 
Liverpool  from  Buenos  Ayres.  The  Captain  of  the  "  Florida  "  asked  him  if  he  would  like 
any  passengers,  but  the  master  of  the  barque  said  he  could  not  do  so.  We  then  continued 
cruizing  about  flying  the  American  colours,  and  about  8  o'clock  on  the  21th  of  April  a  sail 
was  sgen  to  the  north-west  of  us,  and  we  then  made  for  her  and  overhauled  her  about 
10  o'clock.  She  was  hailed,  and  answered  that  she  was  the  ^'Oneida"  of  New  Bedford, 
bound  to  New  York  froui  Shanghae,  and  loaded  with  tea.  The  Captain  of  the  *^  Florida  *' 
then  ordered  three  boats  and  crew  to  go  on  board  of  the  "  Oneida,"  which  they  did,  and 
after  bringing  the  captain  and  crew  of  sixteen  in  all  on  board,  the  ship  was  set  fire 
to.  We  lay  by  until  the  lower  sails  had  caught,  and  the  **  Florida"  then  steamed 
away. 

8.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  we  spoke  a  strange  barque  which  turned  out  to  be 
from  Bordeaux  bound  for  New  South  Wales,  and  one  of  the  '*  Florida's  "  boats  took  Captain 
Brown,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  "  Henrietta,"  Peter  Brown,  and  went  on  board  the  Frenchman. 
Our  captain  told  us  he  was  going  to  see  if  the  French  captain  would  take  all  of  us  and  the 
passengers  on  board.  When  our  captain  came  back,  he  told  us  that  the  Frenchman  could 
not  take  the  crew,  but  that  he,  the  master  and  passengers  and  one  of  the  boys,  the  captain's 
son,  and  the  captain  and  mate  of  the  *^  Oneida,"  were  going  on  board,  and  they  subsequently 
went  on  board.  Peter  Brown,  one  of  our  seamen,  also  went  on  board.  He  acted  as 
interpreter. 

9.  The  ^*  Florida"  after  she  had  put  the  captain  of  the  "Henrietta"  and  "Oneida'' 
and  the  others  on  board  of  the  Frenchman,  laid-to  until  daylight  of  the  next  day, 
which  was  the  25th  of  April.  In  the  morning  of  that  day  about  8  o'clock,  a  strange  sail 
was  seen  which  we  made  for  under  all  steam,  and  after  running  after  her  for  about  an  hour 
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and  a-half^  another  sail  came  in  sight,  and  we  then  ran  for  her,  and  spoke  her.  She  turned 
oat  to  be  the  Danish  brig  "  Ceres'*  bound  for  Gibraltar  for  orders.  The  first  Lieutenant 
of  the  ^*  Florida  "  hailed  her,  and  asked  her  if  she  could  take  any  passengers.  The  master 
of  the  *'  Ceres  ^  said  he  could  take  five,  and  the  captain  of  the  "  Florida  "  then  sent  me 
and  John  Shutt,  and  William  Evans,  John  Trader,  and  our  cook,  in  one  of  the  **  Florida's" 
boats  on  board  the  "Ceres."  I  remained  on  board  the  "Ceres**  until  the  2nd  of  May, 
when  our  provisions  rumbling  short,  the  captain  of  the  "  Ceres"  spoke  the  EngUsh  barque 
"Regatta"  bound  for  Liverpool,  and  I  and  William  Evans,  and  John  Shutt,  and  John 
Trader,  were  put  on  board  the  "  Regatta." 

10.  On  the  18th  May,  the  ^*  Regatta's  "  water  running  short,  I  and  William  Evans  were 
put  on  board  the  "  Inca,"  which  we  had  previously  spoken,  and  we  arrived  in  Liverpool 
yesterday. 

During  the  whole  of  the  time  I  was  in  the  "Florida,"  we  were  left  on  the 
deck  and  in  irons,  and  when  we  went  on  board  we  found  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  other 
prisoners. 

11.  The  "Florida"  carried  two  large  pivot  guns,  one  forward  and  one  aft,  and  she 
had  three  large  guns  on  each  side.  The  crew  was  a  mixed  one,  most  of  them  being 
Irishmen.  They  numbered  I  should  think  about  130.  We  were  asked  to  join  the 
"Florida,"  and  were  oflfered  22  dollars  a  month,  50  dollars  bounty,  and  a  share  of  prize 
money,  but  we  refused  to  join  under  any  conditions. 

(Signed)  HENRY  G.  WAGNER. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  in  the  County  of  Lancaster,  this  5th  day  of  June,  1863. 
Before  me, 
(Signed)  John  Yates,  a  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits  in  the 

Courts  of  Exchequer  or  Pleas. 


No.  8. 

« 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  July  13,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
inclosing  papers  relative  to  the  destruction  of  the  American  ships  "  Golden  Eagle  "  and 
'*  Henrietta"  by  the  **  Alabama"  and  the  **  Florida,'*  and  calling  attention  to  the  circum- 
stance that  the  *^  Virginia  "  continued  up  to  the  23rd  ultimo  to  be  the  property  of  a  British 
subject  residing  at  Liverpool. 

So  far  as  it  may  be  intended,  by  the  communication  of  the  inclosed  papers,  to  assert 
or  record  a  claim  against  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  account  of  the  destruction  of 
those  vessels,  I  would  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  of  March  last,  and  to 
repeat  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  entirely  disclaim  all  responsibility  for  the  acts  of 
vessels  of  war  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  Government. 

I  have,  however,  called  for  a  report  from  the  proper  authorities  with  regard  to  your 
statement  respecting  the  '*  Virginia." 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  9. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  August  17,  1863. 

MY  attention  has  been  called  by  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm, 
and  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  to  a  letter  which  appeared  in  the  **  Daily  News  "  of  the  2nd  of 
April  la^t,  purporting  to  be  a  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Dudley,'United  States' 
Consul  at  Liverpool,  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  that  port. 

In  that  letter  it  is  stated  that  when  the  "Alabama"  was  first  tried,  Mr.  Welsman, 
one  of  the  firm  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  and  Co.,  was  present,  and  that  he  accompanied  that 
vessel  on  her  various  trials,  as  he  had  also  accompanied  the  "  Oreto  "  on  her  trial  trip  and 
on  her  departiu*e. 

Mr.  Welsman  positively  denies  that  he  was  present  when  the  *^  Alabama  "  was  first 
tried,  or  that  he  ever  accompanied  her  in  any  way  on  any  of  her  supposed  trials.  He 
further  denies  that  he  ever  set  foot  on  b.oard  the  ''  Oreto  ;  "  and  he  has  recorded  these 

[87]  D 
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dmiafe  ni  an  affidavit  sabscnbed  and  swoni  to  before  <^e  Acting  British  Ccmsul  at 
OhmlestoB. 

With  the  view  of  placing  Mr.  Welsman's  statement  stfll  ftnthcr  upon  record,  and  M 
evidence  of  the  incorrectness  of  Mr.  l^ndley^s  assertion,  I  have  the  hononr  to  communicate 
to  yoa  the  sobBtanoe  ot  Mr.  Welsman  s  affidavit  for  the  tnfonnation  of  your  Government 

I  am^  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

No.  10. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusselL-^^Received  August  24.) 

Mf  Lord,  Legation  of  the  JJmted  States,  London,  August  22,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of  the  17th  instant^ 
vcAating  to  the  notioe  taken  by  Mr.  Welsman,  one  of  the  firm  of  Praser,  Trenholm,  and 
Co.,  of  certain  statements  made  respecting  him  by  Mr.  Dudley,  the  Consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Liverpool..  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  same  for  the  information  of  my 
Gofemment,  a»l  another  to  Mr.  Do^ey. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

No.  11. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell.— (Received  August  25,) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States ^  London^  August  24,  1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  my  Government  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  copies  of  a  letter  and 
Memorial  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  by  Messrs.  Upton, 
claiming  indemnity  for  the  destruction  of  the  ship  *'  Nora,''  burnt  at  sea  by  a  vessel  fitted 
out  and  dispatched  from  the  port  of  Liverpool.  I  am  instructed  to  request  that  the 
substance  of  this  claim  may  be  considered  as  added  to  others  of  the  same  kind  which  it  has 
been  my  painful  duty  to  present  to  your  Lordship  heretofore. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  1 1 . 
Messrs.  Upton  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Boston,  July  14,  1863. 
We  respectfully  inclose  a  Memorial  and  Protest  in  the  case  of  the  ship  '*  Nora," 
burnt  at  sea  by  the  vessel  calling  herself  the  "  Alabama^" 

The  general  facts  are  stated  in  the  body  of  the  Memorial,  and  we  therefore  refi'ain 
from  a  repetition  in, this  communication. 

In  most  respectfully  asking  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  this  matter,  we 
remain^  &c. 

(Signed)  GEO.  B.  UPTON. 

GEO.  B.  UPTON,  Jun. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  11. 
Protest. 

To  the  Honourable  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

THE  Memorial  of  George  B.  Upton  and  George  B.  Upton,  Junior,  citizens  of  the 
United  States^  residing  in  Boston^  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  sole  owners  of  the 
American  ship  **  Nora,"  respectfully  represents : — 

That  said  ship,  being  a  legally-registered  American  ship,  left  the  port  of  Bangor,  in 
the  United  States,  for  the  port  of  Liverpool,  in  Great  Britain,  on  the  29th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1862.  That  said  ship  arrived  in  safety  at  said  port  of  Uverpool,  where,  after  being 
discharged,  she  was  laden  with  a  cargo  upon  the  charter  of  Mr.  W.  N.  de  Mattos,  from 
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said  port  of  Liverpool  to  Calcutta,  the  undersigned  having  no  other  personal  interest  in 
said  cargo  than  the  usual  lien  £6r  the  freight  thereof ;  the  cargo  beings  as  represented  to 
them,  the  property  of  British  subjects.  Said  ship  sailed  from  the  pwt  of  Liverpool  oa 
Of  about  the  15th  day  of  February  of  the  present  year,  and  had  proceeded  on  her  voyage  aft 
far  as  latitude  l""  23^  norths  longitude  26""  30'  west,  when  she  was  boarded  by,  and  declared 
to  be  a  prize  to,  a  vessel  calling  herself ''  the  Confederate  States'  man-of<^war  '  Alabama,'  " 
who  immediately  took  possession  of  said  ship,  agaiost  the  remonstrance  of  the  masteri 
and  who  further  proeeeded.  to  remove  sundry  stores  from  said  ship ;  and  on  the  27th  day 
of  March  the  said  ship  waa  set  on  fire  by  the  order  of  one  Semmes,  caUing  himaelf  tbc^ 
Captain  of  said  steamer,  and  was  totally  destroyed ;  and  said  oflicers  and  crew  were  taken 
from  said  ship  ''Nora/'  and  kept  on  board  said  piratical  steamer  '^Alabama/'  fromtib^ 
date  of  the  destruction  of  said  ship  until  the  16th  day  of  April  last  past. 

And  now  we,  the  said  George  B»  Upton,  and  George  B.  Upton,  Junior,  sole  owners 
of  said  ship,  do  enter  our  solemn  protest  against  the  destruction  thereof,  and  do  by  these 
presents  demand  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  full  reparation  for  the  same,  in  the 
sum  of  80,000  dollars  of  the  coin  of  the  United  States,  being  the  value  of  said  ship  and 
freight  at  the  time  of  her  destruction^ 

Your  Memorialists  would  further  represent  that  they  make  and  predicate  this  protest 
and  demand  upon  the  fSu^ts  hereinafter  stated,  which  can  be  verified  whenever  it  shall  ba 
found  necessary  so  to  do.  Said  vessel  calling  herself  ''  the  Confederate  States'  nmi-of- 
war  *  Alabama,'  '^  is  an  English  vessels  and  no  other.  She  waa  built  at  the  port  of 
Birkenhead,  and  waa  allowed  to  leave  British  waters,  although  information  as  to  her 
character^  and  the  intention  to  use  her  as  a  privateer  to  prey  upon  the;  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  then  and  now  at  peace  with  Great  Britain,  was  lodged  with  the  British 
Government.  That  said  steamer  "Alabama"  (then  called  the  '^290*^,  was  allowed  to 
leave  said  waters  upon  giving  a  bond  to  return,  which  it  was  well  known  was  intended  to 
be  forfeited.  That  she  did  not  leave  the  waters  of  Great  Britain  the  latter  part  of  July 
1862,  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag,  and  manned  by  British  subjects.  Thirt  had 
the  American  man-of-war  "  Tuscarora,*'  or  any  other  legally  authorized  man-of-war  of  the 
United  States,  seized  her  after  leaving  said  British  waters,  she  would  have  claimed  her  British 
ownership  and  her  flag  as  her  protection.  But  said  steamer  was  allowed  to  leave  port 
under  the  pretence  of  making  a  trial  trip,  and  has  never  been  in  any  port  of  the  so-called 
''Confederate  States,"  so  as  to  change  her  flag,  or  to  be  otherwise  than  a  British 
vessel* 

Your  Memorialists  would  further  represent  that  said  steamer,  after  thus  fraudulently 
leaving  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  against  the  Queen's  Proclamation  of  Neutrality,, 
repeatedly  visited  or  came  within  the  jurisdiction  of  certain  British  islands  in  the  Atlantic 
Ocean^  when  and  where  it  was  well  known  and  patent  to  the  world  that  she  had  destroyed 
American  vessels  on  the  high  seas ;  and  instead  of  being  seized  and  detained  by  the  British 
Government,  as  they  were  in  duty  bound  to  do,  was  allowed  every  facility  ibr  obtaining 

3 lies  and  advice,  and  to  resume  her  piratical  cruize.  That  no  examination  was  ever 
3  by  said  British  Government,  through  their  constituted  agents  and  officers,  as  to  the 
manning  of  said  steamer  by  British  subjects,  or  of  the  prostitution  of  the  British  flag  by 
thus  giving  protection  to  the  piracies  committed  under  its  folds ;  and  that  she  was,  and 
has  continued  to  be,  until  after  the  capture  of  your  Memorialists'  ship  '^Nora,"  principally 
maimed  by  British  subjects. 

In  view  of  these  matters,  and  of  others  which  may  be  made  to  appwr,  your  Memo* 
rialists  do  now  and  for  ever  enter  their  solemn  protests  against  the  British  Government 
and  people,  as  willing  parties,  negligently  culpable,  in  the  destruction  of  their  property  on 
the  high  seas,  and  thus  in  first  violating  the  Proclamation  of  the  Queen  by  building  and 
manning  said  steamer,  and  then  allowing  her  to  continue  her  depredations. 

And  they  ask,  through  the  Gt)vemment  of  the  United  States,  that  a  proper  represen- 
tation may  be  made  of  their  loss,  that  in  the  end  due  reparation  may  be  made  to  them  by 
the  said  Government  of  Great  Britain^  or  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  may 
assume  the  same  as  one  of  the  Govemn^^ital  obligations  to  protect  the  rights  of  their 
citizens,  thus  wantonly  violated. 

And  asL  in  duty  bound  will  merr  pray. 

(Sgned)  GEO  B.  UPTON. 

GEO.  B.  UPTON,  Jnu. 

B0itmy  July  14,  1863. 
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United  Stat^  of  America,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Suffolk,  ss. 

Beit  known  to  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  that  on  this  14th  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1863,  before  me  John  S.  Tyler,  a  Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
under  the  great  seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  at  my  office  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  personally  came  George  B.  Upton  and  George  B.  Upton,  Junior, 
resident  merchants  of  this  city,  to  me  well  known,  and  made  before  me  the  forgoing 
memorial  and  protest,  declaring  the  same  to  be  just  and  true.  Wherefore  at  the  request 
of  the  said  appearers  I  have  caused  the  same  to  be  verified  by  the  oaths  of  said  appealers, 
and  to  be  entered  on  my  notarial  record  to  serve  as  occasion  may  require. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereto  affix  my  official  seal  the  day  of  the  date  above 
written. 

(Signed)  John  S.  Tyler,  Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

No.  12. 

Mr.  Layard  to  Mr.  Lavrd^  M.P. 

Sff,  Foreign  Office,  August  31,  1863. 

IN  a  note  which  Lord  Russell  has  lately  received  from  Mr.  Adams  the  **  Alabama" 
is  described  as  a  vessel  ^*  fitted  out  and  despatched  from  the  port  of  Liverpool,"  and  his 
lordship  directs  me  to  say  that  he  would  feel  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  could  inform 
him  how  far  it  is  true  that  the  "Alabama''  was  fitted  out  as  a  vessel  of  war  at  Liverpool 
before  she  left  that  port. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  H.  LAYARD. 

No.  13. 
Mr.  Lairdj  M.P.,  to  Mr.  Layard. 

Sir,  Birkenhead f  September  2,  1863. 

IN  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  August,  stating  that  Lord  Russell  would  feel  much 
obliged  to  me  if  I  can  inform  him  ''  how  far  it  is  true  that  the  'Alabama'  was  fitted  out  as 
a  vessel  of  war  at  Liverpool  before  she  left  that  port,'^'  I  request  that  you  will  inform  his 
Lordship  that  I  am  not  able  from  my  own  personal  observation  or  knowledge  to  reply  to 
his  Lordship's  inquiry,  as  I  did  not  see  the  "Alabama"  after  the  first  week  in  July  1862, 
being  some  weeks  before  she  sailed. 

In  order  to  obtain  for  his  Lordship  from  a  reliable  source  the  information  he  has  asked 
for,  I  have  made  inquiries  fi*om  my  successors  in  business,  the  firm  of  Laird  Brothers,  the 
builders  of  the  vessel  now  called  the  ''Alabama,"  and  I  am  authorised  by  them  to  state  that 
the  vessel  referred  to  was  deUvered  by  them  at  the  port  of  Liverpool,  and  that  at  the  time  of 
her  delivery  she  was  not  fitted  out  as  a  vessel  of  war. 

They  also  confirm  in  every  respect  the  report  of  Mr.  Morgan,  the  Surveyor  of  Customs 
at  Liverpool,  dated  30th  July,  1862  (ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed 
24th  March,  1863),  in  which  he  states  that  a  strict  watch  had  been  kept  upon  the  vessel, 
and  that  she  left  the  port  without  any  part  of  her  armament  on  board. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  LAIRD. 


No.  14. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 


'  TXT     1        1  ^  •  Foreign  Office,  September  14,  1863. 

^  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  in  which  you  request 
that  Messrs.  Upton's  claim  on  account  of  the  destruction  of  their  vessel  the  ''Nora"  by 
the  *'  Alabama  '*  may  be  added  to  others  of  the  same  kind  which  you  have  heretofore 
presented  to  me,  I  must,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  repeat  the  disclaimer 
which  on  more  than  one  occasion  I  have  already  made  to  you  of  all  responsibility  in  regard 
to  the  proce^ings  of  the  "Alabama,"  or  of  any  other  Confederate  cruizer. 

But,  as  it  is  stated  in  your  letter  that  the  *•  Alabama  ''  was  "  fitted  out  and  dispatched 
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from  the  port  of  Liverpool/'  and  as  these  words  imply  that  you  suppose  she  was  fitted  out 
as  a  vessel  of  war,  I  have  thought  it  right  to  ask  Mr.  Laird  how  far  that  statement  is  borne 
out  by  the  facts,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  have  received  from  that  gentleman  in  reply,*  stating  that  from  the  information  he 
had  received  it  appears  that  the  •'  Alabama ''  was  not  fitted  out  at  liverpool  as  a  vessel 
of  war. 

When  the  United  States'  Government  assumes  to  hold  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  responsible  for  the  captures  made  by  vessels  which  may  be  fitted  out  as  vessels  of 
war  in  a  foreign  port  because  such  vessels  were  originally  built  in  a  British  port,  I  have  to 
observe  that  such  pretensions  are  entirely  at  variance  with  the  principles  of  international 
law,  and  with  the  decisions  of  American  Courts  of  the  highest  authority ;  and  I  have  only 
in  conclusion  to  express  my  hope  that  you  may  not  be  instructed  again  to  put  forward 
claims  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  admit  to  be  founded  on  any  grounds  of 
law  or  justice. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  15. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  August  18.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  September  17,  1863. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  note  of  the  14th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of 
the  24th  ultimo,  presenting  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Upton  on  account  of  the  destruction  of 
the  ship  **  Nora.*'  I  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  for  the  consideration  of  my  Govern- 
ment, with  whom  the  withdrawal  of  instructions  necessarily  rests.  In  the  meantime  I  shall 
abstain  firom  presenting  the  papers  in  another  case  which  have  come  to  hand  until  further 
advices. 

I  cannot  but  regret  that  your  Lordship  should  have  adduced  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Laird  in  support  of  any  proposition  made  to  my  Government.  I  trust  that  I  may  bc' 
pardoned  if  I  remind  you  that  the  statements  made  heretofore  by  that  person  in  Parlia- 
ment respecting  their  action  are  not  such  as  are  hkely  to  lead  to  their  implicit  credence  ia 
any  relating  to  his  own. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

No.  16. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell.-^iReceived  September  30.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States^  London,  September  29,  1863. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  me  from  Mr.  Walter 
Graham,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Cape  Town,  in  relation  to  certain  occurrences  at 
that  place  connected  with  the  armed  vessel  called  the  "  Alabama." 

Without  intending  to  sustain  all  the  allegations  therein  contained,  I  cannot  but 
consider  that  a  sufficient  basis  of  fact  exists  to  support  his  remonstrance  against  the 
recognition  of  the  captures  of  vessels,  which  appears  to  have  been,  at  least  partially,  made 
by  the  authorities  at  Cape  Town. 

In  the  absence  of  special  instructions  on  the  subject,  I  take  the  liberty  simply  ta 
present  the  papers  for  your  Lordship's  consideration,  not  doubting  the  disposition  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  do  full  justice  in  the  premises. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosurein  No.  16. 
Mr.  Graham  to  Mr.  Adams. 


United  States'  Consulate,  Cape  Tovmy  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Sir,  August  17,  1863. 

THE  Confederate  steamer  '*  Alabama  *"  arrived  on  this  coast  on  the  27th  day  of  July, 
having  captured   six  American  vessels  from  the  time  she  left  Bahia,  Brazil,  vi/.,  the 

*  No.  18. 
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^^Arawjoouw,'*  ^^Talwmwi,''  ^'Cooradr  '^S.  Gildereleve,"  '^Anaa  F.  Schmidt  and 
•'JExpreas.'' 

Od  the  same  day  that  she  arrived  on  this  coaet  she  spoke  a  small  British  schooner 
nmned  tbie  ^^  Royer/'  which  reported  her  next  day  at  this  port  (July  28).  She  was  after- 
nrwds  seea  by  other  vessels  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  but  no  intelligence  was  received 
here  that  she  had  entered  any  of  the  ports  or  bays  of  this  Colony  until  I'uesday,  the  4tli 
of  August,  when  the  British  schooner  ''Atlas"  reported  that  she  had  entered  Saldanha 
Bey  on  the  28th,  and  waa  still  there,  her  crew  being  engaged  in  painting  her. 

Captain  Boyce^  of  the  ''  Atlas/  said  he  was  requested  by  Captain  Semm^  to  take 
some  prisoners  to  me  at  Cape  Town,  but  he  declined  to  do  so. 

Od  hearing  this  intelligence  I  wrote  the  following  letter  to  the  Governor^  which  I 
CDfriied  in  person^  to  raqueit  ao  interview  on  the  subject  to  which  it  tieated : — 

*'  United  States'  Consulate,  Cape  Tovm,  August  4,  1863^ 
"  His  Excellency  Six  Philip  E.  Wodehouse. 
"Sir, 

'*  From  reliable  infonnation  received  by  me,  and  which  you  are  also  doubtless  in 
possession  of,  a  war-steamer  called  the  '  Alabama '  is  now  in  Saldanha  Bay  being  painted, 
discharging  prisoners  of  war,  &c. 

"  The  vessel  in  question  was  built,  in  England,  to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  escaped  therefrom  while  on  her  trial-trip,  forfeiting  bonds 
of  20,000/.,  which  the  British  Government  exacted  under  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act. 

"  Now,  as  your  Government  has  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  with  the  Unitedl 
States,  and  has  not  recognized  the  persons  in  revolt  against  the  United  States  as  a 
Government  at  all,  the  vessel  alluded  should  be  at  once  seized  and  sent  to  England,  frooL 
^ence  she  clandestinely  escaped.  Assuming  that  the  British  Government  was  sincere  iiL 
exacting  the  bonds,  you  have  doubtless  been  instructed  to  send  her  home  to  England^ 
where  she  belongs.  But  if,  from  some  oversight,  you  have  not  received  such  instructions,  and 
you  decline  the  responsibility  of  making  the  seizure,  I  would  most  respectfully  protest 
against  the  vessel  remaining  in  any  port  of  the  Colony  another  day.  She  has  been  at 
Saldanha  Bay  four  [six]  days  already,  and  a  week  previously  on  the  coast,  and  haa 
forfeited  all  right  to  remain  an  hour  longer  by  this  breach  of  neutrality.  Painting  a  ship, 
does  not  come  under  the  head  of  ^  necessary  repairs,*  and  is  no  proof  that  she  is  unsea- 
worthy ;  and  to  allow  her  to  visit  other  ports  after  she  has  set  the  Queen's  proclamation 
of  neutrality  at  defiance  would  not  be  regarded  as  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and 
purpose  of  that  document 

"  Yours.  &c. 
(Signed)  ''Walter  Graham,  United  States^  Consul.** 

Not  finding  the  Governor  at  home,  I  left  the  above  letter.  Next  morning,  the  5th  of 
August,  I  received  the  following : — 

''Sir,  "  Colonial  Office,  August  6,  1853. 

"  I  am  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yester- 
day^s  date  relative  to  the  '  Alabama.' 

"  His  Excellency  has  no  instructions,  neither  has  he  any  authority,  to  seize  or  detain 
that  vessel ;  and  he  desires  me  to  acquaint  you  that  he  has  received  a  letter  from  the 
Commander,  dated  the  1st  instant,  stating  that  repairs  were  in  progress,  and  as  soon  as 
they  were  completed  he  intended  to  go  to  sea.  He  further  announces  his  intention  of 
respecting  strictly  the  neutrality  of  the  British  Government. 

^*  The  course  which  Captain  Semmes  here  proposes  to  take  is,  in  the  Governor's 
opinion,  in  conformity  with  the  instructions  he  has  himself  received  relative  to  ships  of  war 
and  privateers  belonging  to  the  United  States  and  the  States  calling  themselves  the  Confe- 
derate States  of  America  visiting  British  ports. 

"  I'he  reports  received  from  Saldanha  Bay  induce  the  Governor  to  believe  that  the 
vessel  will  leave  that  harbour  as  soon  as  her  repairs  are  completed ;  but  he  will,  immediately 
on  receiving  intelligence  to  the  contrary,  take  the  necessary  steps  for  enforcing  the  obser- 
vance of  the  rules  laid  down  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

''  I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  *'Li  Adamson, 

'*  For  the  Colonial  Secretary." 

About  2  o'clock  p.k.  on  the  same  day  (August  5),  it  was  reported  from  the  signal- 
MMJon  of  the  harbour  that  the  steamer  "  Alabama  **  was  standing  in,  and  also  an  Amerjcaa 
baique ;  and  shortly  after  it  was  signalled  that  the  steamer  was  standing  towards  the 
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barqne.  On  hearing  this  I  at  once  toot  a  cab  and  ptoeeeded  in  the  difectton  of  Green 
Point,  ahont  two  miles  from  my  office,  where  I  witnessed  the  captra^  of  the  barque  *'  Seb 
Bride  '*  by  the  "  Alabama/*  I  immediately  proceeded  to  the  Governor's  bonse  and  told  hitti 
what  I  had  seen^  protesting  at  the  same  time  against  the  captmre  because  it  was  permitted 
in  British  waters. 

His  Excellency  remarked  that  the  question  of  infringement  of  neutral  rights  would  be 
purely  dependent  on  testimony;  but  he  assured  me  that  in  any  event  no  breach  tif 
neutrality  would  be  permitted,  so  far  as  he  could  prevent  it.  He  concluded  the  interview 
by  stating  that  he  would  immediately  telegraph  the  Admiral  of  the  station  at  Simon's  B»y 
to  send  a  war-vessel  round  to  this  harbour  (Table  Bay)  to  enforce  a  strict  neutrality ;  and 
requested  me  to  put  my  protest  in  writing. 

At  3  o'clock  I  returned  to  my  oflGice,  and  at  4  o^clock  I  dispatched  the  following 
.  letter: — 

'*  United  States'  Consulate,  Cape  Town,  August  5,  1863* 
''  To  his  ExcfeDency  Sir  Philip  E.  Wodehouse. 

'*  The  Confederate  steamer  *  Alabama '  has  just  captured  an  American  barque  off  Gweb 
Point,  or  about  four  miles  from  the  nearest  land  (Robben  Island).  I  witnessed  the  capture 
with  my  own  eyes,  as  did  hundreds  of  othere  at  the  same  time.  This  occurrence  at  the 
entrance  of  TaWe  Bay,  and  cleariy  in  British  waters,  is  an  insult  to  England,  and  a  grievoos 
injury  to  a  friendly  Power,  the  United  States. 

*' Towards  the  Government  of  my  country  and  her  domestic  enemies  the  Gorvefnmeilt 
of  England  assumes  a.  position  of  neutrality,  and  if  the  neutrality  can  be  infringed  with 
impunity,  in  this  bold  and  daring  manner,  the  Governmeirt  of  the  United  States  wiH  no 
doubt  consider  the  matter  as  one  requiring  immediate  explanation. 

**  Believing  that  the  occurrence  was  without  your  knowledge  or  eirpecfefttion,  ted 
hoping  you  will  take  such  steps  to  redress  the  outrage  as  the  exigency  requttM, 
I  am,  Stc» 

(Signed)  **  Walter  Graham,  United  Bttrtes^  Consul^ 

About  5  o^clock  his  Excellency  sent  for  me  to  the  Custom-house,  and  fnform>ed  nafe 

ttiat  Captain  Semmes  desired  to  land  some  prisoners,  and  that  he,  the  Governor,  would 

>  grant  permission  provided  I  would  agree  to  support  them.     This  I  consented  to  do,  mti 

the  Governor  then  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  and  repeated  his   assurances 

that  no  breach  of  neutrality  would  be  permitted. 

Next  morning  (Thursday,  August  6),  1  received  the  foltowing : — 

*'Sir,  ''  Colonial  Office,  August  6,  1863.    ' 

^^I  am  directed  by  the  Govamor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yester- 
day's date  respecting  the  capture  of  the  ^  Sea  Bride'  by  the  *  Alabama,'  and  to  acquaint 
you  that  he  will  lose  no  time  in  obtaining  accurate  information  as  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  capture. 

^•^  I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ^^  Rawson  W.  Rawson,  Colonial  Secretary.^* 

About  the  same  time  this  letter  was  received  all  the  prisoners  were  landed,  fifteen  of 
I  ^  whom  were  the  crew  of  the  ''  Anna  F.  Schmidt,"  fifteen  of  the  ^'Express,"  and  twelve  of 
'  the**  Sea  Bride.'' 

On  Idle  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  dispatched  the  Allowing : — 

''Sir,  '^  United  States'  Consulate,  Cape  Town,  August  6,  1863. 

'*  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  this  date. 

"  I  beg  now  to  inclose,  for  your  Excellency's  perusal,  the  affidavit  of  Captain  Charles  F. 
White,  of  the  '  Sea  Bride,*  protesting  against  the  capture  of  the  said  barque  in  British 
waters.  The  bearings  taken  by  him  at  the  time  of  capture  conclusively  show  that  she  was 
in  neutral  waters,  being  about  two  and  a- half  miles  from  Robben  Island.  This  statement 
IS  doubtless  more  satisfactory  than  the  testimony  of  persons  who  measured  the  distance  by 
the  eye. 

'*  I  believe  there  is  no  law  defining  the  word  ^  coast*  other  than  international  law. 
That  law  has  always  Umited  neutral  waters  to  the  fighting  distance  from  land,  which,  upon 
the  invention  of  gunpowder,  was  extended  to  a  distance  of  three  nautical  miles  fi'om  land 
on  a  straight  coast,  and  by  the  same  rute^sinoe  the  invention  of  Armstrong  rifled  cannon,  to 
at  least  six  miles. 
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''But  all  waters  inclosed  by  a  line  drawn  between  two  promontories  or  headlands  are 
jrecognized  by  all  nations  as  neutral,  and  England  was  the  first  that  adopted  the  rule» 
calling  such  waters  the  *  King's  chambers.*  By  referring  to  *  Wheaton*s  Digest,*  page  234, 
or  any  other  good  work  on  international  law,  you  will  find  the  above  rules  laid  down  and 
elucidated. 

''  The  fact  that  the  prize  has  not  already  been  burned,  and  that  her  fate  is  still  in 
suspense,  is  clear  proof  that  Captain  Semmes  had  misgivings  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
capture,  and  awaits  your  Excellency's  assent.  If  you  decide  that  the  prize  was  legally 
taken,  you  will  assume  a  responsibility  which  Captain  Semmes  himself  declined  to  take. 

*'  I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  "Walter  Graham^  United  States'  ConsuV 


^^  United  States'  Consulate,  Cape  Tovm,  August  6,  1863. 

*'0N  this  6th  day  of  August,  a.d.  1863,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Walter 
Graham,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Cape  Town,  Charles  F.  White,  Master  of  the 
barque  *  Sea  Bride,*  of  Boston,  from  New  York,  and  declared  on  affidavit  that,  on  the 
3rd  day  of  August  instant,  he  sighted  Table  Mountain  and  made  for  Table  Bay,  but  that 
on  the  4th  instant,  night  coming  on,  he  was  compelled  to  stand  out.  On  the  5th  instant 
he  again  made  for  the  anchorage,  and  about  2  p.m.  saw  a  steamer  standing  towards  the 
barque,  which  he  supposed  was  the  English  mail-steamer,  but  on  nearing  her  he  found  her 
to  be  the  Confederate  steamer  ^  Alabama.'  He,  Captain  White,  was  peremptorily  ordered  to 
heave  his  vessel  to  as  a  prize  to  the  ^  Alabama.'  One  gun  was  first  fired,  and  immediately 
after  the  demand  was  made  another  gun  was  fired.  Two  boats  were  lowered  from  the 
<  Alsibama'  and  sent  on  board  the  barque.  The  officer  in  charge  of  these  boats  demanded 
the  ship's  papers,  which  the  said  Master  was  compelled  to  take  on  board  the  said  steamer. 
This  happened  about  a  quarter  before  3  o'clock.  He  and  his  crew  were  immediately  taken 
from  his  vessel  and  placed  as  prisoners  on  board  the  'Alabama,'  the  officers  and  crew 
being  put  in  irons.  The  position  of  the  barque  at  the  time  of  capture  was  as  follows : 
Green  Point  Light-house  bearing  south  by  east ;  Robben  Island  Light-house,  north-east. 

<<  The  said  appearer  did  further  protest  against  the  illegal  capture  of  said  vessel,  as  she 
was  in  British  waters  at  the  time  of  capture,  according  to  bearings. 

'^  Thus  done  and  protested  before  me,  the  said  Consul^  the  day,  month,  and  year  above 

written. 

(Signed)  "Waltbr  Graham,  United  States*  Consul. 

"  Charles  F.  White,  Master, '  Sea  Bride.'  '* 

Next  morning  (August  7)  I  received  the  following : — 

'<Sir,  "  Colonial  Office,  August  7,  1863. 

"  I  am  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yester- 
day's date,  inclosing  an  affidavit  made  by  the  master  of  the  '  Sea  Bride,'  and  to  acquaint 
you  that  an  inquiry  into  them  is  now  in  progress. 

'*  I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  "  Rawson  W.  Rawson,  Colonial  Secretary r 

On  the  same  day  I  sent  the  Governor  the  following : — 

^*  United  States*  Consulate,  Cape  Tovm,  August  7,  1863. 
''His  Excellency  Sir  Philip  E.  Wodehouse. 
''Sir, 

**  Understanding  from  your  letter  of  this  date,  received  this  morning,  that  the  case  of 
■the  '  Sea  Bride '  is  still  pending,  I  inclose  the  affidavits  of  the  first  officer  of  that  vessel 
and  the  cook  and  steward,  which  I  hope  will  throw  additional  light  on  the  subject. 

*'  From  the  affidavit  of  the  first  officer  it  appears  that  the  alleged  prize  was  brought 
with  one  and  a-half  miles  of  Green  Point  Light-house  yesterday,  at  1  o'clock  p.m.  Now, 
as  the  vessel  was  at  that  time  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew,  it  was  a  violation  of  neutrality  as 
much  as  if  the  capture  had  been  made  at  the  same  distance  fix)m  land. 

"  Pending  your  decision  of  the  case  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  the  prize 
crew  on  board  the  '  Sea  Bride '  be  removed,  and  that  the  vessel  be  put  in  charge  of  a  crew 
from  Her  Majesty's  ship  '  Valorous.' 

(Signed)  *' Waltbr  Graham,  United  States'  Consul*' 
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The  inclosures  of  the  above  letter  gave  the  bearing  of  the  ship  at  the  time  mentioned, 
wbich  were  as  follows :  Robben  Island  Light-house,  north-east  by  north-^-north ;  Green 
Point  Light- house,  south-west-^- west 

The  steward  also  testified  that  orders  were  given  to  bum  the  ^'  Sea  Bride "  at  2 
o'clock  A.M.,  on  the  6th,  which  were  afterwards  countermanded  when  all  was  ready. 

On  Friday  I  learned,  unofficially,  that  testimony  had  been  taken  that  day  before  a 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  in  Cape  Town,  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  "Sea  Bride,**  and  that 
the  testimony  consisted  of  statements  as  to  the  distance  from  land,  estimated  by  persons 
on  land,  at  the  time  of  capture,  and  that  the  testimony  of  Captain  White  and  others  of 
the  "  Sea  Bride  "  and  of  the  "  Alabama  "  was  thrown  out  or  not  taken. 

On  Saturday  at  4  o'clock  p.m.  I  received  the  following  : — 

^'Sir,  "  Colonial  Office,  August  8,  1863. 

**  With  reference  to  the  correspondence  that  has  passed  relative  to  the  capture  by  the 
Confederate  States'  steamer  '  Alabama  *  of  the  barque  *  Sea  Bride,'  I  am  directed  by  the 
Governor  to  acquaint  you  that,  on  the  best  information  he  has  been  able  to  procure,  he 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  capture  cannot  be  held  to  be  illegal,  or  in  violation  of 
the  neutrality  of  the  British  Government,  by  reason  of  the  distance  from  land  at  which  it 
took  place. 

"  His  Excellency  will,  by  next  mail,  make  a  full  report  of  the  case  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

*'  I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  "  Rawson  W.  Rawson,  Colonial  Secretary.'' 

On  Monday  morning  I  dispatched  the  following  :  — 

"  United  States'  Consulate,  Cape  Tovm,  August  10,  1863. 
'^  His  Excellency  Sir  Philip  E.  Wodehouse. 
^Sir, 

*'  Your  decision  in  the  case  of  the  '  Sea  Bride  '  was  duly  received  at  4  o'clock  p.m.  on 
Saturday.  In  communicating  that  decision  you  simply  announce  that  the  vessel  was,  in 
your  opinion,  and  according  to  evidence  before  you,  a  legal  prize  to  the  '  Alabama ;'  hut 
you  omit  to  state  the  principle  of  international  law  that  governed  your  decision,  and  neglect 
to  furnish  me  with  the  evidence  relied  upon  by  you. 

"  Under  these  circumstances  I  can  neither  have  the  evidence  verified  or  rebutted  here, 
nor  am  I  enabled  to  transmit  it  as  it  stands  to  the  American  Minister  at  London,  nor  to 
the  United  States'  Government  at  Washington.  An  invitation  to  be  present  when  the 
ex  parte  testimony  was  taken  was  not  extended  to  me,  and  1  am  therefore  ignorant  of  the 
tenor  of  it,  and  cannot  distinguish  the  portion  thrown  out  from  that  which  was  accepted. 
If  your  decision  is  that  the  neutral  wafers  of  this  Colony  only  extend  a  distance  of  three 
miles  from  land,  the  character  of  that  decision  would  have  been  aptly  illustrated  to  the 
people  of  Cape  Town  had  an  American  war-vessel  appeared  on  the  scene,  and  engaged  the 
'Alabama '  in  battle.  In  such  a  contest  with  cannon  carrying  a  distance  of  six  miles  (three 
over  land),  the  crashing  buildings  in  Cape  Town  would  have  been  an  excellent  commentary 
on  your  decision. 

"  But  the  decision  has  been  made  and  cannot  be  revoked  here,  so  that  further  comment 
at  present  is,  therefore,  unnecessary.  It  can  only  be  reversed  by  the  Government  you 
represent,  which  it  probably  will  be  when  the  United  States^  Government  shall  claim 
indenmity  for  the  owners  of  the  *  Sea  Bride/ 

*' An  armed  vessel  named  the  *  Tuscaloosa/  claiming  to  act  under  the  authority  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States,  entered  Simon's  Bay  on  Saturday  the  8th  instant.  That 
vessel  was  formerly  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  while  engaged  in  lawful 
commerce  was  captured  as  a  prize  by  the  ^  Alabama.'  She  was  subsequently  fitted  out 
with  arms  by  the  'Alabama'  to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  now, 
without  having  been  condemned  as  a  prize  by  any  Admiralty  Court  of  any  recognized 
Government,  she  is  permitted  to  enter  a  neutral  port  in  violation  of  the  Queen's  Proclama- 
tion, with  her  original  cargo  on  board.  Against  this  proceeding  I  hereby  most  emphatically 
protest,  and  I  claim  that  the  vessel  ought  to  be  given  up  to  her  lawful  owners.  The  capture 
of  the  *  Sea  Bride '  in  neutral  waters,  together  with  the  case  of  the  •  Tuscaloosa,'  also  a  prize, 
constitute  the  latest  and  best  illustration  of  British  neutraUty  that  has  yet  been  given. 

'*  I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  '^Walteb  Grahj^m,  United  States'  ConsuV 

[87]  E 
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On  the  same  day  I  received  ihe  folio  wi|)g^ : — 

^«r,  ''0>Umidl  Office,  Aws/urt  ID,  T8I58. 

*'  I  am  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acknowledge  iiie  receipt  oT  your  letter  of  this 
Hate,  and  to  state  with  reference  to  that  part  of  it  which  relstesto  the  'Tuscaloosa/  that 
his  Excellency  is  still  in  correspondence  with  the  Coromander-in-cUef  respecting  the 
oharaoter  of  that  vessel,  and  the  privileges  to  which  she  is  entitled. 

*'  I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  '^  RA^nsoN  W.  Rawson,  Colmml  Secretary.'' 

I  did  not  reply  to  the  foregomg  tmtil  Wednesday  the  12th  instant,  wIksi  I  Boat  the 
following : — 

''Sir,  ''United  States  Consulate,  Cape  Town^  August  12,  1863. 

'^  Upon  receiving  your  last  communication  to  me  dated  the  10th  instant,  I  deemed  it 
simply  a  report  of  progress  on  one  subject  treated  of  in  my  last  letter  to  your  Excellency, 
and  I  have  therefore  waited  anxiously  for  the  receipt  of  another  letter  from  the  Colonial 
Secretary  communicating  the  final  result  in  that  case.  Failing  to  receive  it,  and  hearing 
yesterday  P.M.  that  the  ^Tuscaloosa'  would  proceed  to  sea  from  Simon's  Bay  to-day,  1 
applied  for  an  injunction  from  the  Supreme  Court  to  prevent  the  vessel  sailing  before  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  showing  by  witnesses  that  she  is  owned  in  Philadelphia  in  the  United 
States  ;  that  her  true  nanie  is  *  Conrad ;'  that  she  has  never  been  condemned  as  a  prize 
by  any  legally  constituted  Admiralty  Court ;  and  that  I  am  e.r  officio  the  legal  agent  of 
the  owners,  underwriters,  and  all  others  concerned.  I  have  not  yet  learned  the  result  of 
that  application,  and  fearing  that  delay  may  allow  her  to  escape,  I  would  respectfully  urge 
you  to  detain  her  in  port  until  the  proper  legal  steps  can  be  taken. 

*'  I  am  well  aware  that  your  Government  has  conceded  to  the  so-^called  Confederate 
States  the  rights  of  belligerents,  and  is  thereby  bound  to  respect  Captain  Semmes*  commis- 
sion ;  but  having  refused  to  recognize  the  '  Confederacy '  as  a  nation,  and  having  excluded 
his  captures  from  all  the  ports  of  the  British  Empire,  the  captures  necessarily  revert  to 
their  real  owners,  and  are  forfeited  by  Captain  Semmes  as  soon  as  they  enter  a  Brittdi 
port 

''.Hoping  to  reeeive  an  answer  to  ibis  and  the  preceding  letter  as  early  as  possibL^ 
aad  that  you  will  not  construe  my  persistent  course  throughout  this  correspondence  on 
neutral  rights  as  importunate,  or  any  remarks  as  inopportune,  i  hav^,  &c. 

(Signed)  ''Walter  GaAHAaf,  JJniied  States'  Consul."' 

Late  on  the  same  day  I  received  the  following : — 

^  Bir,  ^  Ooloniul  Office,  Av§v$t  12,  18B3. 

***!  am  directed  by  liie  Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
dale,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  it  iiwts  not  until  late  last  evening  that  his  Excellency 
fe«eived  from  ttie  'Naval  Commander-in-chief  information  that  the  condition  of  the 
^Tuscaloosa'  was  such  as,  as  his  Excellency  is  ad vfsed,  to  entitle  her  to  be  regarded  as  a 
Tessel  of  war. 

*^The  Governor  is  not  aware,  nor  do  you  refer  him  to  the  provisions  of  intematiofnal 
tafw  by 'which  captured  vessels,  as  «oon  as  they  enter  our  neutral  ports,  Tevert  to  their  reril 
owners,  and  are  forfeited  by  their  captors.  But  his  Excellency  believes  that  the  ckims  df 
contending  parties  to  vessels  captured  oaaa  only  be  determined  in  the  first  faistance  by  the 
Courts  df  the  captor's  country. 

*'  The  Governor  desires  me  to  add  that  he  cannot  offer  any  objection  to  the  tenor  of 
the  correspondence  which  you  have  addressed  to  him  on  this  subject,  and  that  he  is  very 
sensibie  xk  the  courtesy  you  have  exhibited  imcter  saeh  ^ery  peculiar  ciroumstanoos.  He 
gi?»  yon  credit  for  acting  en  a  strict  sense  oT  duty  to  yom*  comitry. 

•«a  have,.&c. 
(Sgned)  •'Tt«wsoN  W.  Rawsoh,  ^efbniaiSecrdktryT 

oQnytke  t^th  'instant  (Moaday")  Iwtrcfbe  tiie  i^llDwing  letters — 

•^fiui  "  Vnited  IBtdtes'  Consulate,  Cape  Town,  August  17, 18B3. 

*'l*liave  delayed  aclcnowleBgiqg  the  receipt  of  your  last  letter  dated  the  12th  Aigg^uit 
QQjBeccount  tof  events  tran^iring,  but  which  have  not  yet  culminated^  so  as  to  £irm/ the 
subject  JcH  correspondence. 

''Your  decision  that  the  '''Tuscaloosa^  is  ^  'Vessel  oT  war^^  and  by  inference  a  prize, 
astonishes  m^Jiecause  li^do  not^ee  the  necBsaaiy'  incowapatibilily .    Four  guns  were  taken* 
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tfbm  on  board  the  •^Tdisman'  (klso  a  prize)  and  pu<^  on  board  tKe  ^C6nrad*^  (*Thsca- 
loosa  *),  but  that  tttmsfer  did  not  change  the  character  of  either  vessel  as  a  prize,  fbr 
neither  of  them  could  cease  to  be  a  prize  till  it  had  been  condemned  in  an  Admiralty 
Conrt  of  the  'captor's  country,'  which  it  is  not  pretended  has  been  done.  The  'Tusca- 
loosa^'  therefore^  being  &  prize,  was  forbidden  to  enter  Simon's  Bay  by  the  Queen's 
Proclamation,  and  should  have  been  ordered  oflF  at  once,  but  she  was  not  so  ordered. 
Granting  that  Her  Majesty's  Proclamation  affirmed  the  right  of  Captain  Semmes  as  a 
'  belligerent '  to  take  and  to  hold  prizes  on  the  high  seas,  it  just  as  emphatically  denied  his 
right  to  hold  them  in  British  ports.  Now,  if  he  could  not  hold  them  in  Simon's  Bay,  who 
else  could  hold  them  except  those  whose  right  to  hold  them  was  antecedeut  to  his— that 
is,  the  owners  ? 

**The  'Tuscaloosa'  remained  in  Simon's  Bay  seven  days  with  her  original  cargo  of 
sKhrs^  and  wool  on  board.  This  cargo,  I  am  informed  by  those  who  claim  to  know,  has 
been  purchased  by  merchants  in  Cape  Town  ;  and  if  it  should  be  landed  here  directly  from 
the  prize,  or  be  transferred  to  other  vessels  at  some  secluded  harbour  on  the  coast  beyond 
tins  Colony,  and  brought  from  thence  here,  the  infringement  of  neutrality  will  be  so 
palpable  and  flagrant  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  probably  satisfy  the  claims  of 
ttie  owners  gracefully  and  at  once,  and  thus  remove  all  cause  of  complaint.  In  so  doing 
it  will  have  to  disavow  and  repudiate  the  acts  of  its  Executive  Agents  here — a  result  I 
have-  done  all  in  my  power  to  prevent. 

^'  Greater  cause  of  complaint  will  exist  if  the  cargo  of  the  *  Sea  Bride '  is  disposed  of 
in  the  same  manner^  as  I  have  reason  to  apprehend  it  will  be  when  negotiations  are 
concluded ;  for  being  originally  captured  in  neutral  waters,  the  thin  guise  of  neutrality 
would  be  utterly  torn  into  shreds  by  the  sale  of  her  cargo  here. 

^The  *  Georgia,'  a  Confederate  war-steamer,  arrived  at  Simon's  Bay  yesterday,  and 
the  *  Florida,'  another  vessel  of  the  same  class,  has  arriv^ed  or  is  expected  hourly  at 
Saldanha  Bay,  where  she  may  remain  a  week  without  your  knowledge,  as  the  place  ia  very, 
secluded.  The^ Alabama'  remained  here  in  Table  Bay  nearly  four  days  and  at  Simon's 
Bay  six  days ;  and  as  the  '  Tuscaloosa '  was  allowed  to  remain  at  Simon's  Bay  seven  days, 
I  apprehend  that  the  ^  Georgia  '  and  *  Florida '  will  meet  with  the  same  or  even  greater 
favours.  Under  such  circumstances  further  protests  from  me  would  seem  to  be  unavailing^ 
and  I  only  put  the  facts  upon  record  for  the  benefit,  of  my  Government,  and  officials 
possessed  of  diplomatic  functions; 

*'  I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ''Walter  Graham,  United  States'  ConsulJ^ 

I  have  not  as  yet  received  any  answer  to  the  foregoing  letter,  and  I  have  little  else  to 
oommunicate  beyond  what  is  embraced  in  my  correspondence. 

The  "  Georgia  "  reports  no  capture  since  she  left  Bahia,  Brazil.  The  **  Alabama '' 
and  "Tuscaloosa  '^  are  cruizing  on  this  coast  near  Table  Bay. 

No  American  war-ships  have  yet  appeared  here,  but  they  are  anxiously  looked 
ibr. 

Two* merchants  from  tins  place  have*  gone  to  Saldanha  Bay  to  buy  prize  cargoes; 
when  they  return  Twill  watch  their  proceedings  clbsely. 

A  company  of  speculators  offered  Captain  Semmes  4;000Z.  for  the  "  Sea  Bride  "and 
csrgo,  and  he  would  have  taken  it,  but  he  wanted  a  bond  that  they  would  not  revert  to  the 
enemy.  They  offered  me  a  large  bribe  if  I  would  give  my  authority  to  have  them  sold' 
here  forthe  benefit  of  the  underwriters,  they-  asking  7,000Z.  for  the  ransom  ;  but  I  refused 
Mb  give  them  any.  authority  to  sell.    This  was  before  Captain  Semmes  spoke  of  the  bond. 

Should  any thing^  else  occur  in  connection  with  this  affair  F  will  let  you  know  as  sooik 
atainr  mail  leaves  here. 

I  "have  &c 
(Signed).       '   WALTER  GRAHAM,  Utdted' Stmtti' C&nml: 

EokI  Bam$lLto\Mri.  ASHum. 

Bt^.  Foreign  affii»i,QUaVer-2i  18631. 

I  HATET  Ae  honoar  fib  adhiowtedge  fHe  recdpt  of  your  lettec  of  the  29ili  uttiono^ 
iaciloaioK  cogies  of. communications. which  have  been  made. to- ^u  %  the  GonanLaf  tfier 
Tftftfffl*****'  8t.Q^Town  JtsEitiye.  f£i  tfie  Qoacee^gg*  at  tliat  plaeeiof.  t£e  steaia-miieL 
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^'  Alabama,**  and  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  matter  has  abeady  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  Her  Majesty  s  Government,  and  is  now  under  their  consideration. 

I  am»  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  18. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell.  —  (Received  October  23.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  October  23,  1863. 

IT  may  be  within  your  recollection  that  in  the  note  of  the  17th  of  September  which 
I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you  in  reply  to  yours  of  the  14th  of  the  same  month,, 
respecting  the  claim  for  the  destruction  of  the  ship  *'  Nora/*  and  other  claims  of  the  same 
kind,  which  I  had  been  instructed  to  make,  I  expressed  myself  desirous  to  defer  to  your 
wishes  that  they  should  not  be  further  pressed  on  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment,  so  far  as  to  be  willing  to  refer  the  question  of  the  withdrawal  of  my  existing  instruc- 
tions back  for  the  consideration  of  my  Government.  I  have  now  the  honour  to  inform  your 
Lordship  of  the  result  of  that  application. 

After  a  careful  re-survey  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  outfit  and  later  proceed- 
ings of  the  gun-boat  No.  290,  now  known  as  the  war-steamer  *'  Alabama/*  1  regret  to 
report  to  you  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  finds  itself  wholly  unable  to 
abandon  the  position  heretofore  t^ken  on  that  subject. 

The  reasons  for  this  conclusion  have  been  so  often  explained  in  the  correspondence 
which  I  have  heretofore  had  the  honour  to  hold  with  your  Lordship  touching  this  case  that 
I  shall  endeavour  to  confine  myself  to  a  brief  recapitulation. 

The  United  States  understand  that  thev  are  at  peace  with  Great  Britain.  That  peace 
is  furthermore  secured  by  Treaties  which  oblige  both  parties  to  refrain  and  to  restrain  their 
subjects  from  making  war  against  each  other. 

They  greatly  regret  to  be  compelled  to  admit  the  fact  that  the  vessel  known  first  as 
the  gun-boat  No.  290,  and  now  as  the  '*  Alabama,'*  is  roving  over  the  seas  capturing^ 
burning,  sinking,  and  destroying  American  vessels  without  lawful  authority  from  any 
source  recognized  by  international  law,  and  in  open  defiance  of  all  judicial  tribunals  esta- 
blished by  the  common  consent  of  civilized  nations  as  a  restraint  upon  such  a  piratical 
mode  of  warfare. 

That  this  vessel  was  built  with  the  intent  to  make  war  against  the  United  States  by 
British  subjects,  in  a  British  port,  and  that  she  was  prepared  there  to  be  armed  and 
equipped  with  a  specified  armament  adapted  to  her  construction  for  the  very  purpose  she 
is  now  pursuing,  does  not  appear  to  them  to  admit  of  dispute. 

That  this  armament  and  equipment,  adapted  to  this  ship  and  no  other,  were  simulta- 
neously prepared  by  British  subjects  in  a  British  port,  with  the  intent  to  complete  her 
preparation  for  her  career,  seems  equally  clear.  Furthermore,  it  is  sufliciently  established 
that  when  this  vessel  was  ready,  and  her  armament  and  equipment  were  equally  ready, 
she  was  clandestinely  sent,  by  the  connivance  of  her  British  holders,  and  the  armament 
and  equipment  were  at  the  same  time  clandestinely  sent,  through  the  connivance  of  the  same 
or  other  British  subjects  who  prepared  them,  to  a  common  point  outside  of  British  waters, 
and  there  the  armament  and  equipment  of  this  vessel  as  a  wardship  were  completed. 

This  war-ship  thus  deriving  all  its  powers  to  do  mischief  from  British  sources, 
manned  by  a  crew  of  British  subjects  enlisted  in  and  proceeding  firom  a  British  port,  then 
went  forth  on  her  work  to  bum  and  destroy  the  property  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  in  fraud  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  and  in  violation  of  the  peace  and  sovereignty 
of  the  United  States.  From  the  earliest  to  the  latest  day  of  her  career  she  does  not 
appear  to  have  ever  gained  any  other  national  character  on  the  ocean  than  that  which 
belonged  to  her  in  her  origin. 

From  a  review  of  all  these  circumstances  essential  to  a  right  judgment  of  the 
question,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  understand  that  the  purpose  of  the 
building,  armament,  equipment  and  expedition  of  this  vessel,  carried  with  it  one  single 
criminal  intent  running  equally  through  all  the  portions  of  this  preparation,  fully  complete 
and  executed  when  the  gun-boat  '*  No.  290  "  assumed  the  name  of  the  **  Alabama ;  '^  and 
that  this  intent  brought  the  whole  transaction  in  all  its  several  parts  here  recited,  within' 
the  lawful  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  where  the  main  portions  of  the  crime  were 
planned  and  executed. 

Furthermore,  the  United  States  are  compelled  to  assume  that  they  gave  due  and 
sufiicient  previous  notice  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  this  criminal  enterprise  was 
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begun  and  in  regular  process  of  execution,  thrqugh  the  agencies  herein  described,  in  one 
of  Her  Majesty's  ports.    They  cannot  resist  the  conclusion  that  the  Goverament  was  then 
bound  by  Treaty  obligations  and  by  the  law  of  nations  to  prevent  the  execution  of  it. 
Had  it  acted  with  the  promptness  and  energy  required  by  the  emergency,  they  cannot  but 
feel  assured  the  whole  scheme  must  have  been  frustrated.    The  United  States  are  ready- 
to  admit  that  it  did  act  so  far  as  to  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  detainmg  this  vessel 
for  the  reasons  assigned,  but  they  are  constrained  to  object  that  valuable  time  was  lost  in^ 
delays,  and    that   the  eflfort  when  attempted  was  too  soon  abandoned.     They  cannot 
consider  the  justice  qf  their  claim  for  reparation  liable  to  be  affected  by  any  circumstances., 
connected  with  those  mere  forms  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  which  are^ 
exclusively  within  her  own  control. 

Upon  these  principles  of  law  and  these  assumptions  of  fact  resting  upon  the  evidence 
in  the  case,  I  am  instructed  to  say  that  my  Government  must  continue  to  insist  that 
Great  Britain  has  made  itself  responsible  for  the  damages  which  the  peaceful,  law-abiding 
citizens  of  the  United  States  sustain  by  the  depredations  of  the  vessel  called  the 
''Alabama." 

In  repeating  this  conclusion,  however,  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  the  United  States 
incline  to  act  dogmatically,  or  in  a  spirit  of  litigation.  They  desire  to  maintain  amity  as 
well  as  peace.  They  fully  comprehend  how  unavoidably  recriprocal  grievances  must 
spring  up  from  the  divergence  in  the  policy  of  the  two  countries  in  regard  to  the  present 
insurrection.  They  cannot  but  appreciate  the  difficulties  under  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  is  labouring  from  the  pressure  of  interests  and  combinations  of  British 
subjiects  apparently  bent  upon  compromising  by  their  unlawftil  acts  the  neutrality  which 
Her  Majesty  has  proclaimed  and  desires  to  preserve,  even  to  the  extent  of  involving  the- 
two  nations  in  the  horrors  of  a  maritime  war.  For  these  reasons  I  am  instructed  to  say,, 
that  they  frankly  confess  themselves  unwilling  to  regard  the  present  hour  as  the  most 
favourable  to  a  calm  and  candid  examination  by  either  party  of  the  facts  or  the  principles 
involved  in  cases  like  the  one  now  in  question.  Though  indulging  a  firm  conviction  of  the 
correctness  of  their  position  in  regard  to  this  and  other  claims,  they  declare  themselves 
disposed,  at  all  times,  hereafter  as  well  as  now,  to  consider  in  the  fullest  manner  all  the  ' 
evidence  and  the  arguments  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  may  incUne  to  proflfer  in 
refutation  of  it ;  and  in  case  of  an  impossibility  to  arrive  at  any  common  conclusion  I  am 
directed  to  say,  there  is  no  fair  and  equitable  form  of  Conventional  arbitrament  or 
reference  to  which  they  will  not  be  willing  to  submit. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  crave  permission  to  apprize  your  Lordship  that  I  have 
received  directions  to  continue  to  present  to  your  notice  claims  of  the  character  heretofore 
advanced,  whenever  they  arise,  and  to  furnish  the  evidence  on  which  they  rest,  as  is 
customary  in  such  cases,  in  order  to  guard  against  possible  ultimate  failure  of  justice  from 
the  absence  of  it 

In  accordance  with  these  instructions  I  now  do  myself  the  honoiur  to  transmit  the 
papers  accompanying  the  cases  heretofore  withheld,  pending  the  reception  of  later 
information. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  18. 
Mr.  Weaver  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Sir,  New  York,  September  5,  1863. 

HEREWITH  I  inclose  a  claim  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  documentary  evidence  of  the  claim,  for  the  loss  and  destruction  of  the  barque 
**  Union  Jack,"  by  the  so-called  Confederate  States'  steamer  Alabama.  And  I  beg  to 
request  that  you  will  have  it  filed  for  such  action  as  may  hereafter  be  taken,  in  other  cases 
of  a  like  nature. 

With  utmost  respect,  &c. 

(Signed)  C.  P.  WEAVER, 

Late  Master  of  barque  '*  Union  Jack.** 
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IkidotiBr*  3  in  INb.  t& 

BedaraHaw  of  CharUs  P.  Wiawm 

Utiitod  SCate8.(^ America^  Commonwealth  of  Massachmetts,  Suffolk,  as;,  C5ty  of  Boatoni 

BE  it  known  to  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  that  on  thi»23rd  day  of  Jul]^ 
A4I).  1863,  before  me,  George  Howiand  Folger,  a  notary  public,  duly  commissioned  and 
sworn  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  persocAlly  appeared  Charles  P.  Weaver,  of  Braintree^ 
in  the  connty  of  Norfolk,  commonwealth  of  Massachuseths,  master  mariner,  who  did  on 
path  declare  that  he  was  the  owner  of  twenty  sixty-fourth  parts  of  the  barque  "Unioa 
Jack,"  of  Boston,  in  the  commonwealth  aforesaid,  of  the  burden  of  482fJ  tons,  and  that 
he  was  the  sole  agent  for  and  representing  the  owners  of  the  other  portions  of  the  said 
barque  *'  Union  Jaclc,'*  as  appears  by  a  power  of  attorney  duly  executed,  a  copy  of  whichr 
is  herewith  annexed,  marked  A ;  that  the  said  barque  was  owned  as  follows  : — 

Charles  P.  Weaver,  twenty  sixty*fourths,  Betijamin  F.  Delane  two  sixty-fourttis, 
Frederick  Chandler  one  sixty-fourth,  Charles  A.  Cousins  one  sixty-fourth,  EHsha  H.  Ryder 
twir  aixty-fourthsr  Maurice  M.  Pigott  two  sixty- fourths,  Albert  B.  Law  one  sixty-fourth, 
Wm;  IL  Hoskins  one  sixty-fourth,  Henry  Hgeon  four  sixty-fourths,  of  Bostcm^ 
comDonwealth  aforesaid ;  Norton  Pratt,  of  South  Braintree,  commonwealth  aforesaid, 
sixteendxty-fourths ;  Luther  A.  Robfe,  of  Nashua,  State  of  New  Hampshire,  eightsixty-fburths^ 
Louisa.  Wilde  one  sixty*fourth,  Howe  Averell  &  Co.  one  sixty-fourth,  and  John  Atkinson 
one^-fflxteenth,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  certificate  of  the  Collector  of  Customs  at 
Boston  of  the  register  of  said  barque,  which  is  hereto- annexed,  marked  B ;  that  the  said 
barque  **  Union  Jack,"  under  the  command  of  C.  P.  Weaver,  sailed  from  the  port  of  New 
York,  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  a.d.  1863,  laden  with  a  general  cargo,  and  bound  to  the 
port  of  Shanghae,  China.  That  the  voyage  was  pursued  without  injury  and  nothing 
WGsthy  of  note  occurred  on  board  until  the  3rd  day  of  May  following,  when  in  latitucte 
9^  40!^  longitude  32®  30',  the  saod  barque  was  seized  and  captured  by  the  Confederate 
steamer  ''  Alabama,"  and,  by  the  crew  q£  said  steamer,  the  said  barque  was  set  on  fire  and 
homed  and  destroyed,  tc^ether  with  her  cargo  and  stores ;  that  on  the  12th  day  of  Mi^ 
following  the  master  and  crew  of  said  barque  were  landed  at  the  port  of  Bahia,  when  they 
extended  a  protest  before  Thomas  P.  Wilson,  United  States'  Consul  at  that  port,  setting 
forth  a  full  account  of  the  seizure  and  destruction  of  said  barque  *^  Union  Jack"  and  bcnr 
cargo,  a  certified  copy  of  which  is  herewith  annexed,  marked  C  ;  that  by  this  seizure  and 
desteaotion  this  i^earer  and  the  other  appearers  and  the  other  owners,  whom  he  represents, 
hftre  sofifered  injury  and  loss  to  the  amount  of  48,720  dollars,  as  follows: — By  tiie 
destruction  of  the  barque  aforesaid  35,000  dollars,  as  per  estimate  of  E.  C.  Davis,  Esq.^ 
Marine  Inspector  for  the  Boston  Board  of  Underwriters,  certificate  of  which  is  herewith 
annexed,  marked  D  ;  and  the  further  sum  of  6,000  dollars  being  the  balance  due  under  the 
charter-party  payable  in  Shanghae,  which  together  with  the  premium  of  exchange  on 
Shanghae  at  this  time,  making  the  sum  set  forth,  a  copy  of  which  charter-party  is  herewttih* 
annexed,  marked  E.  And  this  appearer  claims  for  loss  of  his  nautical  instruments^  mid 
personal  eflTects,  stores  for  the  use  of  the  crew  and  belonging  to  him  this  appearer,  and  his 
expenses  of  passage  ami  return  to  the  United  States,  together  with  loss  to  himself»  in 
consequence  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  voyage,  in  the  sum  of  7,720  dollars,  as  set  forth 
in  statement  of  particulars  marked  F,  making  the  aforesaid  sum  of  48,720  doUars. 

And  now  the  said  appearer  Chaiiea  P.  Weaver,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other 
owners  whom  he  represents,  prefers  a  claim  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  holding  them  responsible  for  all  losses  and  expenses  arising  from  the  seizure, 
restraint,  detainment,  and  destruction  of  the  vessel  aforesaid,  this  appearer  and  those  he 
represents  holding  themselves  ready  to  furnish  any  additional  proof  desired  in  the  premisea^^ 
and  thesaid  appearer  believes  that  in  equity  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America 
is  hound  to  indemnify  and.  hokd  them  harmless  for  all  losses,  together  with  interest  aadv 

e^qjenaes  in  consequence  oi  the  seirare  herein,  set  finliL  

(S%ned>  a  P.  WB AVBIt 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  notarial  seal  at  the  city  orEbsfbn, 
this  23rd  day  of  July,.  A.n.  IS63;  and  the, said  Charles  P.  Weaver  hath  in  my  presence 
affixed,  his  name,  havii^  solenmly  awora  tb  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  declaration. 

(Slgneed)  Geoeoib  HI  FbcoER,  Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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KNOW  all  men  by  these  j>re8ent8,  that  yre,  Abiel  Gove  and  Elbridge  G.  Choate, 
.co-partners  under  the  firm  name  of  Gove  and  Choate,  Otis  C  Howe,  John  Howe,  junioTy 
Samuel  Averill  and  Edward  Johnson,  co-partners  under  the  firm  name  of  Howe,  AveriU, 
and  Co.,  Benjamin,  F.  Delano,  Henry  Pigeon,  Frederick  Chandler,  Charles  A.  Cousios, 
Elisha  H.  Ryder,  Maurice  M.  Pigott,  Albert  B.  Lowe,  William  H.  Hoskins,  and  Louisa 
Wilde,  all  of  Boston,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  United  States  of  America; 
Norton  Pratt,  of  South  Braintree,  in  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  and  Luther  A.  Robey, 
of  Nashua,  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  United  States  of  America,  being  wifii 
Charles  P,  Weaver,  of  Dorchester,  in  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  the  sole  ov^^ners  oT  the 
American  vessel  "  Union  Jack,"  hereinafter  described  in  the  following  proportions,  viz. : 
the  said  Weaver,  twenty  sixty-fourths ;  the  said  Pratt,  sixteen  sixty-fourths ;  the  said 
Robie,  eight  sixty-fourths :  the  said  Gove  and  Choate,  co-partners,  four  sixty-fourths  ;  the 
said  Pigeon,  four  sixty- fourths ;  the  said  Delano,  Ryder,  and  Pigott,  two  sixty-fourths 
each ;  the  said  Howes,  Johnson,  and  Averill,  co-partners,  one  sixty-fourth,  and  the  said 
Chandler,  Cousins,  Lowe,  Hoskins,  and  Wilde,  one  sixty-fourth  each,  have  appointed, 
constituted,  and  made,  and  in  our  stead  and  place,  put  Charles  P.  Weaver  aforesaid  to  be 
our  true,  sufficient,  and  lawful  attorney  for  us,  and  in  our  names  and  stead,  and  to  his  own 
and  our  use,  to  sell  and  dispose  of,  at  his  discretion,  the  said  American  vessel  *'  Union 
Jack,"  whereof  he,  the  said  Weaver,  is  now  master,  her  hull  and  body,  with  all  the  masts, 
sails,  bowsprits,  boats,  anchors,  cables,  furniture,  and  other  appurtenances  thereto  belonging, 
and  at  such  price,  and  upon  such  terms  of  payment,  as  our  said  attorney  may  see  fit ; 
and  in  our  names,  and  in  the  name  of  each  of  us  to  sign,  seal,  acknowledge,  and  deliver  all 
bills  of  sale,  or  such  other  instruments  of  conveyance  as  may  be  necessary  or  convenient 
for  the  due  transfer  of  the  title  to  said  vessel  and  appurtenances,  and  to  receive  payment 
therefor  in  his  own  name  and  our  behalf. 

The  said  vessel  "  Union  Jack  "  is  registered  at  the  port  of  Boston,  in  the  district  of 
Massachusetts,  in  the  United  States  of  'America ;  has  two  decks,  three  masts,  an  elliptic* 
stem,  and  a  figure  head.  She  is  a  barque,  and  her  lens;th  is  130j[^  feet ;  her  breadth 
28^  feet ;  her  depth  16^  feet ;  and  she  measures  482f|^  tons. 

Giving,  and  hereby  granting,  unto  our  said  attorney  full  and  whole  strength,  power, 
and  authority  in  and  about  the  premises,  in  our  names  to  seal,  execute,  acknowledge,  and 
deliver  all  necessary  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  conveyance  or  acquittances,  and  to 
tal^e  and  use  all  due  means,  course,  and  process  in  the  law  for  obtaining  and  recoverii^ 
all  and  singular  the  sum  and  sums  of  money,  debts,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  efiects, 
and  things  whatsoever,  which  shall  be  due,  payable,  or  in  any  way  coming  to  us,  in  or  by 
zeason  of  the  premises,  and  of  recoveries  and  receipts  thereof;  and  in  our  name  to  mak?, 
seal,  and  execute  due  acquittance  and  discharge;  and  for  the  premises  to  appear,  and  the 
persons  of  us  the  constituents  to  represent  before  any  Governor,  Judges,  justices,  dfficec^^ 
and  ministers  of  the  law  whomsoever,  in  any  Court  or  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  there,  on 
our  behalf,  to  answer,  defend,  and  reply  unto  all  actions,  causes,  matters,  and  things  what- 
soever relative  to  the  premises.  Also  to  submit  any  matter  in  dispute  in  the  premises  ta 
arbitration  or  otherwise ;  with  full  power  to  make  and  substitute  one  or  more  attorneys 
under  him,  our  said  attorney,  and  the  same  again  at  pleasure  to  revoke  ;  and  generally  to 
say,  do,  act,  transact,  determine,  accomplish,  and  finish  €ill  matters  and  things  whatsoever 
relating  to  the  premises  as  fully,  completely,  and  effectually,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as 
we,  the  said  constituents,  if  present,  ought  or  might  personally,  although  the  matter  should 
require  more  special  authority  than  is  herein  comprised;  we,  the  said  constituents,  ratifying, 
"flliowing,  and  holding  firm  and  valid  all  and  whatsoever  our  said  attorney  or  his  suhstitutBS 
^haH  lawfully  do,  or  cause  to  be  done,  in  and  about  the  premises,  by  virtue  of  these 
'praBents. 

Inivitness  whereof,  we,  the  ssdd  constituents,  have  hereunto  set  our liands  and  scfds 
7Aaay  of  March,  a.b.  186S. 

XSjgned)        Abiel  Gove.  ^(Signed)        Charles  "A.  Dousins. 

Elbridge  G.  *Cho«tB.  BHsha  'H.  Ryder. 

Otis  C.  Howe.  Maurice  M.  f^gdtt 

John  Howe,  Jun.  Albert  J8.  Lowe. 

Samuel  AverilL  Wm.' H.  Hoskins. 

Edward  Johnson.  Louisa  Wthte. 

Benj;  F.  Ddrae.  Norton  Pratt. 

Henry  J^jgeoA.  JLotberuA-iBalmr. 

Jj!edk.  Cbaadkr. 
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Her  Britannic  Majesty^s  Conmlate^  States  of  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island* 
I,  Francis  Lousada,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  for  the  States  of  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  undermentioned  parties,  viz.,  Abiel  Gove, 
Elbridge  G.  Choate,  Otis  C.  Howe,  John  Howe,  junior,  Samuel  Averill,  Edmund  Johnson, 
Benjamin  F.  Delano,  Henry  Pigeon,  Frederick  Chandler,  Charles  A.  Cousins,  Elisha  H, 
Ryder,  Maurice  M,  Pigott,  Albert  B.  Lowe,  W.  H.  Hoskins,  Louisa  Wilde,  Norton  Pratt, 
and  Luther  A.  Robey,  personally  appeared  before  me  this  day,  and  executed  the  within 
annexed  document,  and  severally  made  oath  that  it  was  of  their  own  free  will,  and  for  the 
purposes  therein  set  forth. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office  at 
Boston,  this  7th  day  of  March,  a.d.  1863. 

(Signed)  Francis  Lousada,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  for 

Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

United  States  of  America,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Suffolk,  ss.,  City  of  Boston. 

I,  George  H.  Folger,  a  notary  public,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn  in  and  for  the 
county  aforesaid,  do  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  exact  copy  of  an  original  power 
of  attorney  now  before  me. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  notarial  seal  at  Boston  this 
12th  day  of  August,  a.d.  1863. 

(Signed)  George  H.  Folgeb,  Notary  Public. 


(B.) 

Port  of  Boston  and  Charleston. 

Custom-house,  Boston,  Collector's  Office,  June  26,  1863. — I  hereby  certify  that 
according  to  the  records  in  this  office  the  barque  "Union  Jack,"  of  482f^  tons,  was 
registered  at  this  office  December  16,  1862,  and  the  following  were  her  owners,  namely:— 
Charles  P.  Weaver  twenty-sixty-fourths,  Benjamin  F.  Delano  two  sixty-fourths,  Frederick 
Chandler  one  sixty-fourth,  Charles  A.  Cousins  one  sixty-fourth,  Elisha  H .  Ryder  two  sixty- 
fourths,  Maurice  M.  Pigott  two  sixty-fourths,  Albert  B.  Low  one  sixty-fourth,  William  H. 
Hoskins-  one  sixty-fourth,  Henry  Pigeon  four  sixty-fourths,  Abiel  Gove  and  Elbridge  G. 
Choate,  co-partners,  six  sixty-fourths,  of  said  Boston ;  Norton  Pratt,  sixteen  sixty-fourths,  of 
South  Braintree,  State  of  Massachusetts  ;  Luther  A.  Robie  eight  sixty-fourths,  of  Nashua, 
State  of  New  Hampshire.  And  the  following  transfers  have  been  recorded  since  the  date 
of  the  register : — Abiel  Gove  and  Elbridge  G.  Choate,  by  bill  of  sale,  one  sixty-fourth  to 
Louisa  Wilde,  December  19,  1862;  recorded  December  22,  1862.  Abiel  Gove  and 
Elbridge  G.  Choate,  by  bill  of  sale,  one  sixty-fourth  to  Howe  Averill  and  Co.,  December  19, 
1862;  recorded  January  19,  1863.  Abiel  Gove  and  Elbridge  G.  Choate,  by  bill  of  sale, 
one-sixteenth  to  John  Atkenson,  March  6,  1863  ;  recorded  June  27,  1863. 

And  there  is  no  mortgage  or  other  lien  on  record  against  said  vessel  in  this  office. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  26th  day  of  June,  1863. 

(Signed)  J.  Z.  GOODRTCH,  Collector. 


(C.) — Marine  Note  of  Protest. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America^  Port  of  Bahia. 
On  this  12th  day  of  May,  a.d.  1863,  before  me,  Thomas  F.  Wilson,  Consul  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  Bahia  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  personally  appeared 
C.  P.  Weaver,  master  of  the  ship  or  vessel  called  the  **  Union  Jack ''  of  Boston,  of  the 
burthen  of  483  tons  or  thereabouts,  and  declared  that  on  the  28th  day  of  March  last  past 
be  sailed  in  and  with  the  said  ship  from  the  port  of  New  York,  laden  with  general  cargo, 
and  was  captured  and  burned  by  the  privateer  '*  Alabama  "  on  the  3rd  day  of  May,  1863, 
in  latitude  9*^  40',  longitude  32®  30',  and  landed  in  this  port  by  the  said  privateer  ^*  Alabama** 
on  this  day,  hereby  enters  this  note  of  protest  accordingly  to  serve  and  avail  him  hereafter 
if  found  necessary. 

(Signed)  C.  P.  WEAVES,  Master. 

Attested: 
(Signed)  Thos.  F.  Wilson,  United  States'  Consul. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Port  of  Bahia,  Brazil,  to  wit: 

By  this  public  instrument  of  declaration  and  protest  be  it  known  and  made  manifest 
unto  ail  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  concern,  that  on  the  12th  day  of  May, 
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1863,  before  me,' Thomas  F.  Wilson,  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  fiabia  and 
the  dependencies  thereof,  personally  came  and  appeared.C.  P.  Weaver,  master  of  the  ship 
or  vessel  called  the  *^  Union  Jack  "  of  Boston,  of  the  burden  of  483  tons  or  thereabouts^ 
who  duly  noted  and  entered  with  me,  the  said  Consul,  his  protest  for  the  uses  and  purposes 
hereinafter  mentioned,  and  now,  on  this  day,  to  wit  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  me, 
the  said  Consul,  again  comes  the  said  C.  P.  Weaver,  and  requires  me  to  extend  this 
protest,  and  together  with  the  said  C.  P.  Weaver  also  came  George  W.  Coleman,  mate, 
and  George  Loring  and  Alexander  Crozier,  seamen  of  and  belonging  to  the  said  ship,  all  of 
whom  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  &c.,  did  severally,  voluntarily,  freely  and  solemnly  declare, 
depose  and  state  as  follows,  thrt  is  to  say :  that  these  appearers,  on  the  28th  day  of  March, 
in  their  capacities  aforesaid,  sailed  in  and  with  the  said  vessel  from  the  port  of  New  York, 
laden  with  general  cargo,  and  bound  to  the  port  of  Shangbae ;  that  the  said  ship  was  then 
tight,  staunch,  and  strong,  had  her  cargo  well  and  sufficiently  stowed  and  secured,  had  her 
hatches  well  caulked  and  covered,  was  well  and  suflSciently  manned,  victualled  and 
famished  with  all  things  needful  and  necessary  for  a  vessel  in  the  merchant  service,  and 
particularly  for  the  voyage  she  was  about  to  undertake ;  that  nothing  worthy  of  note  on 
board  occurred  until  the  3rd  day  of  May,  when  in  latitude  9°  40'  and  longitude  32°  30', 
with  the  wind  at  east  and  light  at  1 1*30  a.m..  saw  a  sail  on  the  port  bow,  about  ten  miles 
distant,  bearing  down  upon  us.  At  1  p.m.  made  out  that  the  sail  was  a  steamer,  and 
evidently  intent  upon  boarding  us.  Kept  the  vessel  off  twp  points  and  endeavoured  to 
avoid  the  steamer,  but  she  came  up  with  us  rapidly,  and  about  this  time  displayed  the  flag 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  as  soon  as  we  displayed  ours  she  immediately  hauled 
hers  down  and  signalled  us  to  heave-to.  It  being  now  quite  evident  that  she  was  the 
privateer  *^  Alabama,"  and  that  we  were  entirely  in  their  power,  backed  the  mainyard. 
Immediately  afterwards  a  boat  came  alongside,  and  informed  us  that  we  were  a  prize  to 
the  Confederate  steamer  ''Alabama,"  the  steamer  setting  the  so-called  Confederate  States 
flag  as  the  boat  came  alongside  of  us.  After  removing  a  part  of  our  wearing  apparel  we 
were  ordei'ed  on  board  the  steamer,  and  at  about  7  p.m.  the  barque  was  set  on  fire  and  the 
steamer  hauled  by  the  wind  to  the  eastward,  taking  one  of  the  barque's  boats  with  her. 
At  9  P.M.  all  of  the  masts  were  gone  and  the  hull  even  enveloped  in  flames.  At  daylight 
next  morning  nothing  of  the  vessel  could  be  seen.  On  the  12th  of  May  were  landed  at  the 
port  of  Bahia.  And  these  said  appearers,  upon  their  oaths  aforesaid,  do  further  declare  and 
say  that  during  the  said  voyage  they,  together  with  the  others  of  the  said  ship's  company, 
used  their  utmost  endeavours  to  preserve  the  said  viessel  and  cargo  from  all  manner  of  loss, 
damage,  or  injury.  Wherefore  the  said  C.  P.  Weaver,  master,  hath  protested,  and  by 
these  presents  I,  the  said  Consul,  at  his  special  instance  and  request,  do  publicly  and 
solemnly  protest  against  all  and  every  person  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  and  against 
the  winds  and  waves  and  billows  of  the  sea,  and  against  all  and  every  accident,  matter,  and 
thing  had  and  met  with  aforesaid,  whereby  and  by  reason  whereof  the  said  vessel  or  cargo 
already  has,  or  hereaft;er  shall  appear  to  have  suffered  or  sustained  damage  or  injury ;  and 
do  declare  that  all  losses,  damages,  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  that  have  happened  to  the 
said  vessel  or  cargo,  or  to  either,  are  and  ought  to  be  borne  by  those  to  whom  the  same  by 
right  may  appertain,  by  way  of  average  or  otherwise,  the  same  having  occurred  as  before 
mentioned,  and  not  by  or  through  the  insufficiency  of  the  said  vessel,  her  tackle  or 
apparel,  or  default  or  neglect  of  this  appearer,  his  officers,  or  any  of  his  mariners. 

Thus  done  and  protested  in  the  poi-t  of  Bahia,  this  14th  day  of  May,  a.d.  1863.  In 
testimony  whereof  these  appearers  have  hereunto  subscribed  their  names,  and  I,  the  said 
Consul,  have  granted  to  the  said  master  this  public  instrument,  under  my  hand  and  the 
seal  of  this  Consulate,  to  serve  and  avail  him,  and  all  others  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern, 
as  need  and  occasion  may  require. 

(Signed)  THOS.  F.  WILSON,  United  States'  Consul. 

C.  P.  WEAVER,  Master. 

GEO.  W.  COLEMAN,  Mate. 

GEORGE  0.  LORING,  Seaman. 

ALEXANDER  CROSIER,  Seaman. 

I,  Thomas  F.  Wilson,  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America,  foi  Bahia  and  Depen- 
dencies thereof,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  marine  note  of  protest  and  extended 
protest,  Nos.  1  and  2,  are  true  and  faithful  copies  of  the  originals  filed  in  this  Consulate, 
the  same  having  been  carefully  examined,  word  for  word,  and  figure  for  figure. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  Consulate  this  16th  day  of  May, 
A.D.  1863. 

(Signed)  Thomas  F.  Wilson,  United  States*  Consul. 
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Suffolk^  88. 

I,  George  H.  Folger,  a  Notary  Public,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  do  certify  the 
foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  exact  copy  of  an  original  Consular  copy  of  protest  now 
before  me. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  notarial  seal  at  Boston,  this 
23rd  day  of  July,  a.d.  1863. 

(Signed)  Gbobge  H.  Folger,  Nqtary  Public. 


(D.) 

Marine  Inspection  Office,  76,  State  Street, 
Boston,  June  27,  1863. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  barque  "  Union  Jack,'^  of  Boston,  was  built  at  East  Boston  ; 
launched  November  1862;  482  tons  burthen;  was  double  deck;  her  frame  was  New 
Hampshire  white  oak,  plank  oak  ;  upper  deck  beams  yellow  pine  ;  lower  deck  beams  oak  ; 
had  full  sets  of  hacmatrack  hanging  knees  under  both  decks  ;  ceiling  between  decks  was 
yellow  pine ;  ceiling  in  the  lower  hold  oak ;  was  most  thoroughly  fastened  with  iron  and 
copper,  and  through  locust  trenails  ;  was  in  all  respects  a  very  superior  vessel ;  and  when 
she  left  this  port  was  worth  32,000  dollars ;  was  sheathed  with  yellow  metal  to  1 1  feet  at 
New  York  in  March  1863,  which,  together  with  other  additional  expenses,  at  that  time 
amounted  to  3,000  dollars,  making  her  full  value  when  captured  and  destroyed  35,000 
dollars. 

(Signed)  E.  C.  DAVIS, 

Marine  Inspector  for  the  Boston  Associated  Board 
of  Underwriters. 


(R) 

I  certify  this  to  be  a  true  copy  of  original  charter-party* 
(Signed)  George  A.  Folgeb. 

This  charter-party  made  the  28th  day  of  February,  a.d.  18  ,  between  Captain  C.  P. 
Weaver,  for  himself  and  owners  of  the  barque  "  Union  Jack,''  of  Boston,  of  the  burden  of 
483  tons,  or  thereabouts,  register  measurement,  now  lying  in  the  harbour  of  New  York,  of 
the  first  part ;  and  George  A.  Patten,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth  that  the  said  parties  of 
the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  covenants  and  agreements  hereinafter-men- 
tioned, to  be  kept  and  performed  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  do  covenant  and 
agree  to  the  freighting  and  chartering  of  the  said  vessel  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part  for  a  voyage  from  New  York  to  Shanghae,  China,  on  the  terms  following,  that  is 
to  say : — 

1.  The  said  parties  of  the  first  part  do  engage  that  the  said  vessel,  in  and  during  the  said 
voyage,  shall  be  kept  tight,  staunch,  well  fitted,  tackled,  and  provided  with  every  requisite, 
and  with  men  and  provisions  necessary  for  such  voyage. 

2.  The  said  parties  of  the  first  part  do  further  engage  that  the  whole  of  said  vessel 
(with  the  exception  of  the  cabin,  the  deck,  and  the  necessary  rootn  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  crew,  and  the  storage  of  the  sails,  cable,  and  provisions)  shall  be  at  the  sole  use  and 
disposd  of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  during  the  voyage  aforesaid ;  and  that  no 
goods  or  merchandize  whatever  shall  be  laden  on  board  otherwise  than  from  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  or  his  agent,  without  his  consent,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  amount 
of  freight  agreed  upon  the  same. 

3.  The  said  parties  of  the  first  part  do  further  engage  to  take  and  receive  on  board 
the  said  vessei,  during  the  aforesaid  voyage,  all  such  lawful  goods  and  merchandize  as  the 
said  party  of  the  second  part,  or  his  agents,  may  think  proper  to  ship. 

And  the  second  party  of  the  secbnd  part^  for  and  in*  consideration  of  the  covenants 
and  agreements  to  be  kept  and  performed  by  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  does 
covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part.,  to  .charter  and  hire  the  said  vessel 
ad  aforesaid,  on  the  terms  following,  that  is  to  say  : — 

1.  The  said  party  of  the  second  part  does  engage  to  provide  and  furnish  to  said  vessel 
good  and  sufiicient  cargo  for  ballast. 

2.  The  said  party  of  the  second  part  does  further  engage  to  pay  to  the  said  parties  of 
the  first  part,  or  their  agent,  for  the  charter  or  freight  of  the  said  vessel  during  the  voyage 
aforesaid,  in  manner  follovring,  that  is  to  say : — 
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The  sum  of  3,000  dollars  legal  tender  notes,  or  their  equivalent,  on  signing  bills  of 
lading  in  New  York,  free  of  all  commission  or  brokerages,  that  is  to  say,  said  sum  to  be 
net  to  them;  also  3,000  Mexican  dollars,  less  2^  per  cent.,  free  oF  all  commissions  or 
brokerages,  that  is  to  say,  said  sum  to  be  net  to  them  in  three  days  after  completion  of 
delivery  of  cargo  in  good  order,  according  to  bills  of  lading,  bills  of  lading  to  be  signed 
without  prejudice  to  charter-party,  gross  accounts  of  freight  payable  in  Shanghae  by  bills 
of  lading,  not  to  be  less  than  3,000  Mexican  dollars,  or  their  equivalent. 

It-is  further  agreed  between  the  parties  to  this  instrument  that  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part  shall  be  allowed  for  the  loading  and  discharging  of  the  vessel,  at  the  respective 
ports  aforesaid,  lay  days  as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  remaining,  except  Sundays,  twenty-five 
lay  days  in  New  York,  and  ten  lay  days  in  Shanghae,  unexpired  lay  days  in  New  York  to 
ensue  to  benefit  of  the  second  part,  that  is  to  say,  thirty-five  remaining,  except  Sundays, 
lay  days  all  sound.  And  in  case  the  vessel  is  longer  detained,  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part  agree  to  pay  to  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  demurrage  at  the  rate  of  35  dollars  per 
day  for  first  five  days,  and  50  dollars  per  day,  day  by  day,  for  every  day  so  detained, 
provided  such  detention  shall  happen  by  default  of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  or  his 
agent. 

It  is  also  further  understood  and  agreed,  that  the  cargo  or  cargoes  shall  be  received 
and  delivered  alongside  of  the  vessel,  within  reach  of  her  tackles,  or  according  to  the 
customs  at  the  ports  of  loading  and  discharging.  It  is  also  further  understood  and  agreed 
that  this  charter  shall  commence  when  the  vessel  is  ready  to  receive  cargo  at  the  place  of 
lading,  and  notice  thereof  is  given  to  the  party  of  the  second  part  or  his  agent. 

To  the  true  performance  of  all  and  every  of  the  foregoing  covenants  and  agreements, 
the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  do  hereby  bind  themselves,  their  heirs,  administrators  and 
assigns  (especially  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  the  said  vessel,  her  freight,  tackle,  and 
appurtenances;  and  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  the  merchandise  to  be  laden  on 
board)  each  to  the  other  in  the  penal  sum  of  6,000  dollars. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  have  hereunto  interchangeably  set  their  hands 
and  seals,  the  day  and  year  above  witUn. 

(Signed)  GEO-  A.  PATTEN. 

C.  P.  WEAVER. 

Delivered  in  the  presence  of, 

(Signed)  Jas.  Hartunnis. 

Received  on  account  of  this  charter-party,  as  per  agreement  therein  expressed, 
5,000  dollars. 

5,000  dollars.  (Signed)  C.  P.  WEAVER. 

NeUb  York,  March  18,  1863. 

Received  on  account  of  this  charter-party,  as  per  agreement  therein  expressed, 
Mr.  George  A.  Patten's  draft  on  Messrs.  Bull,  Baden  and  Co.  of  Shanghae,  for  the  sum  pf 
3,000  Mexican  dollars,  less  2^  per  cent. 

3,000  Mexican  dollars,  less  2A  per  cent. 

(Signed)  C.  P.  WEAVER. 

Lay  days  in  New  York,  nineteen,  leaving  sixteen  remaining  lay  days,  Sundays  excepted, 
to  be  used  in  Shanghae. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  A.  PATTEN. 

C.  P.  WEAVER. 

One  additional  lay  day  having  been  used  in  New  York,  making  twenty  lay  days  in  all, 
leaving  fifteen  remaining  lay  days,  Sundays  excepted,  to  be  used  in  Shanghae. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  A.  PATTEN. 

C.  P.  WEAVER. 

United  States  of  America,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Suffolk,  ss. 

I,  George  H.  Folger,  a  Notary  Public,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn  in  and  for  ^ 
county  aforesaid,  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  exact  copy  of  an  original  bill  of 
lading  now  before  me. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  notarial  seal,  at  Boston,  tUs 
t&d  day  (^  July,  a.d.  1863.  . 

(Signed)  Gsorob  H.  Folobb,  Notary,  Public. 
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(F.) 

Property  on  board  barque  '*  Union  Jack,"  belonging  to  Charles  P.  Weaver,  together 
with  expenses  incurred,  and  loss  experienced  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  said 
barque  by  the  Confederate  steamer  •'  Alabama." 

Dols. 


1,200 

320 

5.000 


Dols. 

Nautical  instniments 

•  • 

450 

25  barrels  flour        ',.             . .            250 

y,       books    • 

•  • 

100 

4,000  lbs.  bread        ..              ..            190 

„        charts  • 

., 

125 

Small  stores              .  •              . .            385 

Private  library    . 

•  • 

150 

Clothing  for  self     .      '  . . 

•  • 

175 

Expenses     of    passage    and    other    amounts, 

„      „      wife  and  children 

•  • 

200 

coming  home,  45/.  and  exchange  . 
Loss  by  breaking  up  of  business  and  desiruc- 
tion  of  .vessel  and  other  property 

Ship  stores : — 

1,200 

15  barrels  beef 

•  « 

225 

10      „       pork 

•  • 

150 

Boston,  July  23,  1863. 


7,720 
(Signed)  C.  P.  WEAVER. 


United  States  of  America,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Suffolk,  ss. 

Before  me,  George  Rowland  Folger,  a  Notary  Public,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn, 
in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Charles  P.  Weaver,  and  made  solemn 
oath  of  the  loss  of  property  as  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  statement,  and  in  the  manner  as 
set  forth  in  the  accompanying  declaration. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  notarial  seal,  at  Boston,  this 
23rd  day  of  July,  a.d.  1863. 

(Signed)  George  A.  Folger,  Notary  Public. 


Indosure  3  in  No.  18. 
Protest  of  George  Hagar. 

United  States  of  America,  State  of  New  York,  City  of  New  York,  ss. 

TO  all  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  concern. 

I,  Wm.  Aug.  Walker,  a  Public  Notary,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Queen's  and  State 
of  New  York,  by  Letters-Patent,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  said  States,  duly  commissioned 
and  sworn,  residing  in  the  said  county  of  Queen's,  and  practising  in  the  city  of  New  York 
and  State  aforesaid,  send  greeting : — 

Know  ye,  that  on  the  17th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  1862,  before  me 
appeared  George  Hagar,  Master  of  the  ship  called  the  **  Brilliant,"  of  New  York,  and 
noted  in  due  form  of  law  with  me,  the  said  Notary,  this  Protest  for  the  uses  and  purposes 
hereafter  mentioned,  and  now  on  this  day,  to  wit,  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  me 
the  said  Notary,  at  the  City  of  New  York  aforesaid,  again  comes  the  said  Hagar,  and' 
requires  me  to  extend  his  Protest,  and,  together  with  the  said  Hagar  also  comes  Hamilton 
Bingham,  first  officer,  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  vessel,  all  of  whom  being  by  me  duly 
sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists'of  Almighty  God,  voluntarily,  freely  and  solemnly  do  declare 
and  depose  as  follows ;  that  is  to  say,  that  on  the  13th  day  of  September  last,  he,  the  said 
Hagar  set  sail  and  departed  in  and  with  the  said  vessel,  as  master  thereof,  from  New  York, 
having  on  board  the  said  vessel  a  cargo  of  grain,  flour,  &c.,  and  bound  for  the  port  of 
London ;  that  the  said  vessel  was  then  stout,  staunch  and  strong ;  had  her  cargo  well  and 
sufficiently  stowed  and  secured;  were  well  masted,  manned,  tackled,  victualled,  apparelled, 
and  appointed,  and  was  in  every  respect  fit  for  sea  and  the  voyage  she  was  about  to  under- 
take. Got  under  weigh  on  the  day  of  the  date  above  mentioned,  and  in  tow  of  a  steamer 
and  in  charge  of  a  pilot  proceeded  to  sea.  At  10  a.m.  were  outside  Sandy  Hook,  discharged 
the  pilot  and  steam-boat,  and  made  sail,  wind  north,  and  cloudy  threatening  weather. 
Pursued  the  voyage  from  this  date  with  variable  winds  and  weather,  making  and  trimming 
sail  as  occasion  required,  the  pumps  being  prpperly  attended  to,  the  ship's  company 
being  engaged  in  the  usual  routine  of  duty,  and  without  any  occurrence  worthy  of  espediJ 
mention  herein,  until  October  3rd,  which  day  comes  in  with  strong  breezes  and  cloudy 
*  weather,  wind  firom  the  N.E.  and  squally,  at  midnight  the  same,  at  daylight  more  moderate, 
made  sail ;  a  large  ship  in  sight  to  windward  and  standing  on  the  same  tack  as  ourselves, 
about  a  mile  distant.  This  ship  we  afterwards  learned  to  be  the  '^  Emily  Farnham,'*  of 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  botmd  to  Liverpool,  from  New  York.  At  8  a.m.  saw  a 
steanier  on  the  weather  bow,  about  five  miles  distant,  heading  to  the  westward.  At  9  a.m. 
she  hoisted  the  St.  George's  Cross  and  fired  a  gun  for  the  **  Emily  Famham  "  to  heave-to, 
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and  immediately  afterwards  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America. 
The  ship  hove-to,  and  a  boat  from  the  steamer  was  sent  to  board  her;  the  steamer  then 
wore  round  and  made  all  sail  in  chase  of  us.  During  this  time  we*  had  all  sail  set  and 
were  making  every  effort  to  escape.  The  steamer  gained  on  us,  and  at  1 1 '30  a.m.  she  had 
gained  enough  to  bring  us  within  range.  She  then  fired  a  gun  for«is  to  heave-to.  We 
did  so,  when  she  sent  a  boat  aboard  of  us  with  two  officers  and  a  boat's  crew  all  armed. 
The  boarding  officer  demanded  the  surrender  of  our  papers,  and.  claimed  us  a  prize  to  the 
Confederate  steamer  **  Alabama,"  Captain  Semmes.  Captain  Hagar  was  then  ordered  to 
go  on  board  the  steamer  with  all  the  ship's  papers,  which  he  did,  and  on  his  arrival  there 
was  ordered  into  the  cabin.  There,  himself  and  his  papers  were  examined  by  the  Captain 
of  steamer,  who  decided  that  the  cargo  was  not  on  foreign  account,  because  there  appeared 
nothing  in  the  ship's  papers  to  prove  it,  though  this  deponent,  George  Hagar,  earnestly 
protested  that  it  undoubtedly  was,  and  claimed  for  it  protection  on  that  account,  but 
without  avail :  and  he  was  peremptorily  ordered  to  sign  a  document  naming  the  owners  of 
the  ship  and  declaring  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  cargo  being  on  foreign  account, 
after  doing  which  he  was  ordered  on  board  his  Vessel  to  assist  with  his  crew  in  getting  out 
the  ship's  boats  and  such  stores  and  cargo  as  the  Confederate  Captain  wanted  for  the  use 
of  his  steamer :  and  further  orders  were  given  to  bring  but  one  bag  of  clothes  for  each 
man  of  the  crew,  at  the  same  time  saying  they  were  going  to  burn  the  ship.  Himself  and 
crew  being  prisoners  and  under  guard,  were  compelled  to  do  as  they  were  ordered,  after 
which  they  went  alongside  the  steamer,  from  whence  they  were  transferred,  together  with 
the  captains  and  crews  of  several  vessels  previously  captured  and  destroyed  by  the 
steamer,  to  the  ship  "  Emily  Famham,"  which  vessel  lay  hove-to  a  few  cables'  length 
distant,  having  been  captured  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  whose  captain  was  at  that 
time  on  board  the  steamer  undergoing  examination  with  his  papers.  The  result  of  that 
examination  was  that  the  cargo  of  the  '*  Emily  Farnham"  being  admitted  to  be  the 
property  of  English  subjects,  that  ship  and  cargo  were  released  from  custody.  On  board 
the  "  Emily  Famham "  these  deponents,  together  with  the  balance  of  the  crew,  were 
ordered  and  compelled  to  sign  a  parole  under  threats  of  irons  and  imprisonment  if  they 
refnsed. 

During  all  this  time  the  crew  of  the  "  Alabama"  were  busy  plundering  the  *' Brilliant*' 
of  everjrthing  that  time  would  allow  them  to  carry  away.  At  6  p.m.  the  ship  *'  Brilliant'* 
was  set  on  fire,  and  at  7  o'clock,  from  the  deck  of  the  "Emily  Farnham,''  we  saw  her 
enveloped  in  flames.  She  continued  to  bum  all  night  and  at  daylight  we  saw  another  ship 
near  tbe  wreck,  no  doubt  attracted  by  the  light,  and  the  steamer  standing  for  her ;  a  light 
breeze  sprang  up  and  we  lost  sight  of  both  vessels  during  the  morning.  The  **  Emily 
Famham"  proceeded  on  her  course  towards  Liverpool,  and  on  the  6th  following  spoke  the 
brig  "Golden  Lead,"  of  Thomaston,  Maine,  bound  from  the  Island  of  Jersey  to 
New  York,  the  master  of  which  vessel  kindly  took  these  deponents  and  several  others  on 
board  his  vessel  and  brought  us  to  New  York,  where  we  arrived  on  the  16th  instant;  the 
balance  of  the  ^^Brilliant's"  crew  proceeded  towards  Liverpool,  in  the  "Emily  Farnham." 
And  these  deponents  further  state  that  when  ordered  by  the  captain  of  the  Confederate 
steamer  to  do  the  several  acts  hereinbefore  related,  they  were  threatened  with  irons  and 
imprisonment  if  they  refused  to  comply.  And  the  said  master  further  says,  that  as  all  the 
damage  and  injury  which  already  has  or  may  hereafter  appear  to  have  happened  or 
occurred  to  the  said  vessel  or  her  said  cargo  has  been  occasioned  solely  by  the  circumstances 
hereinbefore  stated,  and  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  insufliciency  of  the 
said  vessel  or  default  of  him,  this  deponent,  his  officers,  or  crew,  he  now  requires  me,  the 
said  notary,  to  mak'e  his  protest  arid  this  public  act  thereof  that  the  same  may  serve  and 
be  of  full  force  and  value  as  of  right  shall  appertain. 

And  therefore  the  said  master  doth  protest,  and  I,  the  said  notary,  at  his  special 
instance  and  request,  do  by  these  presents  publicly  and  solemnly  protest  against  winds, 
weathers,  and  seas,  and  against  all  and  every  accident,  matter,  and  thing  had  and  met  with 
as  aforesaid,  whereby,  or  by  means  whereof,  the  said  vessel,  or  her  cai^,  already  has,  or 
hereafter  shall  appear  to  have  suffered  or  sustained  damage  or  injury,  for  all  losses,  costs, 
charges,  expenses,  damages,  and  injury  which  the  master,  owner,  or  owners  of  the  said 
vessel,  or  the  owners,  f5reighters,  or  shippers  of  her  said  C£urgo,  or  any  other  person  or 
persons  interested  or  concerned,  and  either  already  have  or  may  hereafter  pay,  sustain, 
incur,  or  be  put  upon,  by  or  on  account  of  the  premises,  or  for  which  the  insurer  or 
insurers  of  the  said  vessel,  or  her  cargo,  is  or  are  respectively  liable  to  pay  or  make 
contribution  or  average  according  to  custom,  on  their  respective  contracts  or  obligations ; 
and  that  no  part  of  such  losses  and  expenses  already  incurred,  or  hereafter  to  be  incurred, 
do  fall  on  him,  the  said  master,  his  officers,  or  crew. 

Thus  done  and  protested  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  18th  day  of  October,  1862. 
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In  testimony  whereof,  as  well  the  said  appearers  as  I  the  notary  have  subscrfiied 
pmentSy  and  I  have  also  caused  my  seal  of  office  to  be  hereunto  affixed  the  day  and 
hat  above  written. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  HAGAR,  Master. 

^  HAMILTON  BINGHAM,  First  Mats. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Aug.  Walkbr,  Notary  Public. 

(Sly  and  County  of  New  York,  as. 

I^  William  Aug.  Walker,  a  public  notary  in  and  for  the  County  of  Queens  and  State 
of  New  York,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  and  dwelling  in  said  county,  do  herebj 
certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  exact  copy  of  an  original  protest  on  record  in  naj 
office  in  (he  city  of  New  York. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  band  and  seal,  October  20, 1882. 
(Signed)  Vfu.  Aug.  Walkkr. 
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Ship  ''  Brilliant."— Statement  of  Facts. 

Ship  sailed  from  New  York,  September  13,  1862,  bound  to  London^  loaded  with 
flour,  grain,  &c. 

The  freight,  valued  at  18,000  dollars,  was  insured  in  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance 
Company,  of  New  York.  On  the  3rd  day  of  October  the  *'  Brilliant"  was  captured  by  the 
steamer  **  Alabama,"  Semmes  captain,  and  burned.  The  *'  Alabama,"  while  pursuing  the 
'*  Brilliant,'*  carried  the  Confederate  flag. 

The  owners  of  the  freight,  on  payment  of  the  subscription  under  the  policy,  assigned 
and  set  over  all  claims  of  loss  of  freight  to  the  Insurance  Company. 

Claim. 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  claim  that  the  English  Government  should 
make  good  to  them  the  damage  they  have  sustained  as  per  above ;  for  that  in  violation  of 
international  law  they,  being  neutral,  have  permitted  the  "Alabama"  to  be  built  and 
equipped  in  their  ports  for  one  belligerent  to  be  used  in  cruizmg  against  the  commerce  of 
another. 


Agreement. 

These  presents,  made  and  concluded  the  22nd  day  of  October,  1862,  between 
J.  Atkins  and  Co.,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  of  the 
second  part : — 

Whereas,  by  a  certain  special  policy  of  insurance,  No.  5,574,  bearing  date  September 
13,  1862,  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  became  the  assurers  of  the  said  party  of  the 
first  part,  upon  the  freight,  the  good  ship  called  the  "  Brilliant,"  whereof 
was  master.  New  York  to  London. 

And  whereas  detriment  and  loss  having  occurred  to  the  said  insured  property,  by 
reason  of  some  of  the  perils  in  the  said  policy  mentioned  or  described,  the  said  party  of  the 
first  part  hath  ceded  and  abandoned  to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  the  said  insured 
property,  and  all  the  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  and  demand  of  the 

said  party  of  the  first  part,  of,  in,  and  to  the  same.  And  whereas  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part  have  accepted  the  said  cession  and  abandonment,  and  have,  therefore,  paid  to 
the  said  party  of  the  first  part  the  sum  of  18,000  dollars,  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  sum  by 
the  said  policy  insured,  and  of  all  things  in  the  said  policy  contained,  on  the  part  of  the 
said  Company  to  be  performed.  Now,  therefore,  this  Indenture  witnesseth,  that  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part,  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum  of  18,000  dollars,  so  as  aforesaid 
paid  to  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  the  receipt  whereof  is 

hereby  acknowledged,  hath  bargained,  sold,  assigned,  transferred,  ceded,  abandoned,  and 
set  over,  and  by  these  presents  doth  bargain,  sell,  assign,  transfer,  cede,  abandon,  and  set 
over,  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and  their  successors  and  assigns,  the  afore- 
said freight,  and  all  the  right,  title,  interest,  trust,  claim,  and  demand  of  the  said  party  of 
the  first  part,  therein  and  thereto. 

To  have  and  to  hold,  recover,  receive,  and  take  the  same  freight  unto  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part  to  the  only  proper  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part 
and  their  successors,  of  and  from  all  actions  and  suits,  and  causes  of  actions  and  suits, 
promises,  agreements,  losses,  damages,  charges,  expenses,  costs,  claims,  and  demands 
whatsoever,  both  at  law  and  in  equity,  by  reason  or  in  virtue  of  the  policy  of  insurance 
herein  above-mentioned.  And  the  better  to  enable  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  to 
recover  and  receive  the  hereby  assigned  and  ceded  premises,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part 
hath  made,  ordained,  constituted,  and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  make,  ordain, 
constitute,  and  appoint  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and  their  successors,  the 
attorneys  irrevocable  of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  in  the  name  of  the  said  party  of  the 
the  first  part,  but  to  and  for  the  proper  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  p^.rty  of  the  second 
part,  and  their  successors  and  assigns,  by  all  lawful  ways  and  means  to  ask,  demand,  sue 
for,  and  recover  and  receive  the  said  freight,  and  all  moneys  thence  arising ;  and  all  damages 
of  and  concerning  the  same,  of  and  from  all  and  every  king,  prince,  potentate,  state,  person 
or  persons  whatsoever,  and  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in  the  name  or  on  behalf  of  the 
said  party  of  the  first  part,  but  at  the  proper  costs  and  charges  of  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  and  th«ir  successors  and  assigns,  to  appear,  prosecute,  and  plead  in  all  courts 
and  places  whatsoever.  And  all  suits,  disputes,  or  differences  in  any  wise  respecting  the 
promises,  to  conform  and  agree,  or  refer  to  arbitration,  upon  such  terms  and  principles,  and 
in  such  manner  and  form,  as  to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and  their  successors  and 
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assigns,  shall  appear  fit  and  expedient.  And  all  needful  acquittance,  discharges,  receipts, 
deeds,  and  writings  touching  the  premises,  in  the  name,  place,  and  stead  of  the  said  party 
of  the  first  part,  from  time  to  time,  to  make,  execute,  and  deliver,  and  generally  to  do  and 
perform  all  lawful  acts,  matters,  and  things  whatsoever  touching  the  premises  in  as  full  and 
ample  a  manner  as  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  if  personally  present,  might  or  could  do, 
or  as  if  more  special  authority  were  given  them.  And  one  or  mpre  attorney  or  attorneys 
under  them,  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  from  time  to 
time,  appoint,  and  at  their  pleasure  revoke. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  p?irty  of  the  first  part  hath  to  these  presents  set  his  hand 
and  seal,  and  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  have  also  to  these  presents  caused  their  seal 
to  be  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be  subscribed  by  their  President  or  their  Vice-President,  and 
countersigned  by  their  Secretary,  on  the  day  and  in  the  year  first  above  written. 

(Signed)  J.  ATKINS. 

Signed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of, 
(Signed)       .     E.  H.  Davis. 


Mr.  Jones  to  Mr.  Seward, 


Office  of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company ^ 
Sir,  New  York,  October  1,  186;3. 

I  inclose  herewith  to  be  filed,  proofs  of  loss  in  the  case  of  the  ship  "  Brilliant,'* 
as  follows : — 

1.  The  Protest; 

2.  Freight  list ; 

3.  Assignment  to  this  Company  of  the  claim  for  damages. 

I  append  thereto  a  short  statement  of  facts,  with  a  brief  claim  for  damages  against 
the  British  Government. 

Should  any  further  proofs  be  required  I  shall  be  happy  to  furnish  them. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  D.  JONES,  President. 


United  States  of  America,  State  of  New  York,  ss. 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  to  all  whom  the  same  doth  or  may  in  any 
wise  concern,  that  I,  William  Aug.  Walker,  a  public  notary,  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Queens,  and  State  of  New  York,  by  Letters-Patent  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  said  State 
duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  and  residing  in  the  county  of  Queens,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  annexed  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  original  affidavit  on  file  in  my  office  in 
the  city  of  New  York. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have-  subscribed  my  name,  and  caused  my  notarial  seal  to  be 
affixed,  November  8,  1862. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Aug.  Walker,  Notary  Public. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  State  of  New  York,  ss. 

On  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  me,  William  Aug.  Walker,  a  public  notary  in 
and  for  the  State  of  New  York,  duly  and  by  lawful  authority  admitted,  commissioned,  and 
sworn  personally,  appeared  George  Hagar,  who  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says, 
that  he  was  master  of  the  ship  '^  Brilliant,"  of  New  York,  on  her  late  undertaken  voyage 
to  London  when  she  was  ^ptured  by  the  English  or  Confederate  steamer  *^  Alabama," 
or  "  290,"  and  burned,  a  more  particular  account  of  which  will  be  found  in  bis  protest 
extended  before  William  Aug.  Walker,  notary  public,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  under  date 
of  18th  day  of  October  last  past,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  this  deponent  *' was  peremptorily 
ordered  to  sign  a  document  naming  the  owners  of  the  ship,  and  declaring  that  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  cargo  being  on  foreign  account ;  that  though  he  was  compelled  to  sign 
this  document,  he  nevertheless  called  the  attention  of  the  master  of  the  steamer  to  the 
fact  that  the  ship's  bills  of  lading  were  endorsed  on  foreign  account,"  meaning  that  the 
cargo  belonged  to  citizens  of  foreign  States,  and  protested  against  the  destruction  of  his 
ship  and  cargo  for  that  reason,  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  it  by  the  master  of  the  steamer, 
who  would  not  listen  to  the  earnest  entreaties  of  this  deponent  to  spare  his  ship  and  cargo } 
and  when  this  deponent  again  told  the  master  of  the  steamer  that  the  bills  of  lading  were 
endorsed  "  on  foreign  account "  he  replied  to  this  deponent  in  the  following  language : 
"  That  is  the  second  time  you  have  told  me  that ;  do  you  suppose  me  to  be  a  d~    d 
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fool  r*  That  the  manner  of  tiie  waster  of  the  steamer  was  overbearing  and  insolent  in  the 
extreme,  and  it  was  at  great  risk  of  the  personal  safety,  if  not  of  the  life  of  the  deponent^ 
that  he  so  strenuously  insisted  upon  his  ship  and  cargo  being  released.  That  he  did  so 
neyertheless,  and  was  threatened  with  irons  and  imprisonment  to  intimidate  him.  That 
when  he  signed  the  document  to  which  reference  has  been  made  herein,  to  the  effect  that 
he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  cargo  being  on  foreign  account,  he  said  at  that  time  to  the 
captain  of  the  steamer  that  though  he  had  no  actual  knowledge  ls  to  that,  but  believed 
it  was  because  such  was  endorsed  on  the  face  of  the  bills  of  lading ;  and  in  reply  to  this 
the  master  of  the  steamer  told  this  deponent  that  there  was  no  Consular  certificate  to  that 
effect ;  that  he  wanted  none  of  bis  suppositions,  he  wanted  facts  onlv. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  HAGAR. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  8th  day  of  November,  1862.  In  testimony  whereof  I  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Aug.  Walker,  Notary  Public. 

On  the  day  and  year  first  above  written  also  appeared  before  me  Hamilton  Bingham^ 
who  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  was  tirst  mate  of  the  aforesaid  ship 
"  Brilliant,"  on  the  said  voyage ;  that  he  has  read  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  aflSdavit 
of  the  master,  and  that  the  same  is  true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief,  always  excepting  such  stated  conversations  as  occurred  between  Captain  Hagar  and 
the  captain  of  the  Confederate  steamer  not  held  in  the  presence  of  this  deponent. 

(Signed)  HAMILTON  BINGHAM. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  November  8,  1863.  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  seal  of  office.  ^ 

(Signed)  Wm.  Aug.  Walker,  Notary  Public. 


Messrs.  Atkins  Sf  Co.  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Sir,  New  York,  September      ,  1863. 

WE  respectfully  lay  before  you  the  inclosed  documents  : — 

1.  Our  Memorial  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  the  ship  ''Brilliant'*  by  a  steamer 
calling  herself  **  the  Confederate  States'  man-of-war  *  Alabama.' " 

2.  A  certified  copy  of  Captain  Hagar's  marine  protest. 

3.  A  certified  copy  of  ship's  register. 

4.  A  certified  copy  of  the  crew  list 
'5.  Affidavit  of  Captain  Hagar. 

These  documents  prove  that  the  ship  was  destroyed  by  fire  ;  that  she  is  an  American 
ship,  and  she  was  sailing  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

We  respectfully  ask  that  such  action  may  be  taken  in  the  premises  as  shall  seem^  in 
your  judgment,  to  recover  from  Her  Britannic  Majesty's,  Government,  75,000  dollars  for 
the  loss  of  our  ship,  and  3,4 15Z.  9^.  8d.  sterling,  the  amount  of  freight  she  had  onboaixU 
according  to  the  freight  list. 

We  are,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOSHUA  ATKINS  4  Co. 


To  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretaiy  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  lifemorial  of  Joshua  Atkins  and  Edwin  Atkins,  co-partners,  merchants,  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  the  city  of  l^ooklyn. 

Respectfully  represents, 

That  they,  together  with  George  Hagar,  master  mariner^  of  Boston,  Massachusetts 
also  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  are  «ole  owners  of  the  iate  ship  ''  BrUliaat,"  *of  Hew 
Yxak. 

That  the  said  ship  ^^  Brilliant " -being  ^  legally  registered  American  vessel,  equipped 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  sailed  from  the  port  of  New  York  on  tiie 
13cth  September,  1662,  laden  with  a  cargo  oonsisting  of  gmin,  flour,  &c»,  bound  to  the  post 
fXondon,  in  Great  Britain. 

TIhe  said  cargo  beloxiged  to  varioos  shippers,  and  «aeh  biU  of  lading  liad  endorsed  iXL 
W^xm  foreign  account,^'  and  the  Undersigned  had  4io; personal  interest  theiein  othar  thu 
the  customary  Hen  for  the  freight  thereof. 

Thftton  Ahe  3rd  October  fiilbwing  ahe  had  proceeded  on  her  ^toyiiife'as.far  asJatitaie 
4(P  nortl)^  longitude  50^  BO'  west,  when  she  was  boarded  and  declared  to  be  a  priae'to  a 
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▼essel  calling  herself  ^'  the  Confederate  States'  man-of-war  steamer  '  Alabama/  **  who 
immediately  took  possession  of  said  ship,  against  the  strong  and  often  repeated  remon- 
strances of  George  Hagar  aforesaid,  hsr  master  on  the  voyagd ;  and  by  order  of  one  calling 
himself  the  captain  of  said  steamer  (Semmes)  there  were  taken  from  the  ship  '^  Brilliant " 
sundry  boats,  and  such  stores  and  cargo  as  the  so-called  captain  wanted  for  the  use  of  his 
vessel;  and  the  Confederate  crew  plundered  everything  that  time  would  allow  them  to 
<jarry  away.  That  Captain  Hagar,  his  officers,  and  crew  were  ordered  to  leave  their  ship, 
and  were  put  on  board  the  ship  "Emily  Farnhara,"  which  vessel  lay  hove-to,  a  few  cables' 
length  from  the  said  steamer  "Alabama,"  a  prize  to  her. 

At  6  o'clock  P.M.  the  said  ship  "Brilliant"  was  set  on  fire  by  order  of  the  said 
Semmes,  and  was  totally  destroyed  with  all  on  board. 

The  ship  "  Emily  Famham ''  was  released,  and  proceeded  on  her  course  to  Liverpool, 
ubiiher  she  was  bound,  hut  on  the  6th  October  Captain  Hagar,  his  officers,  and  part  of  his' 
crew  were  transferred  to  another  vessel,  spoken  at  sea,  bound  to  this  port,  and  were 
Unded  in  New  York  on  16th  of  same  month. 

And  now  we,  Joshua  Atkins  and  William  Atkins,  and  on  behalf  of  George  Hagar, 
sole  owner  of  said  ship,  do  enter  our*  solemn  protest  against  the  destruction  thereof,  and 
do  by  these  presents  demand  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  full  reparation  for  the 
aame^  in  thesum  of  75,QO()  dollars  of  the  coin  of  the  United  States,  being  the  value  of 
said  ship,  and  3,4151.  d$.  8d.  sterling,  the  amount  of  freight  she  had  on  board  at  the  time 
ot  lier  destruction. 

Your  Memorialists  would  further  represent  that  they  make  and  predicate  this  protest 
and  demand  upon  the  facta  therein  stated,  which  can  be  verified  whenever  it  shall  be 
found  necessary  so  to  do.  Said  vessel  calling  herself  *^  the  Confederate  States'  man-of* 
war  *  Alabama '  "  is  an  English  vessel  and  no  othen  She  was  built  at  the  port  of  Birken* 
head,  and  was  allowed  to  leave  British  waters,  although  information  as  to  her  character, 
and  the  intention  to  use  her  as  a  privateer  to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States^  then  and  now  at  peace  with  Great  Britain,  was  lodged  with  the  British  Government. 
That  said  steamer  "  Alabama  '*  (then  called  *^  the  290'*),  was  allowed  to  leave  said  waters  upon 
giving  a  bond  to  return,  which  it  was  well  known  was  intended  to  be  forfeited.  That  she 
did  leave  the  waters  of  Great  Bptain  the  latter  part  of  July  18G2,  under  the  protection 
of  the  British  flag  and  manned  by  British  subjects.  That  had  the  American  man-of-war 
**  Tuscarora,"  or  any  other  legally  authorized  man-of-war  of  the  United  States  seized  her 
after  leaving  said  British  waters,  she  would  have  claimed  her  British  ownership  and  her 
flag  as  her  protection.  •  Biit  said  steamer  was  allowed  to  leave  port  under  the  pretence 
of  making  a  trial  trip,  and  has  never  been  in  any  port  of  the  so-called  Contederate  States 
so  as  to  change  her  flag,  or  to  be  otherwise  than  a  British  vessel. 

Your  Memorialists  would  further  represent  that  said  steamer,  after  thus  fraudulently 
leaving  the  port  of  Great  Britain  against  the  Queen's  Proclamation  of  Neutrality,  repeatedly 
visited  or  came  within  the  jurisdiction  of  certain  British  islands  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
when  and  where  it  was  well  known,  and  patent  to  the  world,  that  she  had  destroyed 
American  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  and  instead  of  being  seized  and  detained  by  the 
British  Government  as  they  were  in  duty  bound  to  do,  was  allowed  every  facility  for 
obtaining  supplies  and  advice,  and  to  resume  her  piratical  cruise ;  that  no  examination 
was  ever  made  by  «aid  British  Government  through  their  constituted  agents  and  officers, 
as  to  the  manning  of  said  steamer  by  British  subjects,  or  of  the  prostitution  of  the  British 
flag,  by  thus  giving  protection  to  the  piracies  committed  under  its  folds ;  and  that  she  was 
and  has  continued  to  be,  until  afl^er  the  capture  of  your  Memorialist's  ship,  principally 
manned  by  said  British  subjects. 

In  view  of  these  matters,  and  of  others  which  may  be  made  to  appear,  youp 
Memorialists  do  now  and  for  ever  enter  their  solemn  protest  against  the  British  GJovem- 
mentand  people,  as  willing  parties,  negligently  calpablein  the  destruction  of  their  property 
upon  the  high  seas,  and  thus  in  fact  violating  the  Proclamation  of  the  Queen  by 
building  and  manning  said  steamer,  and  then  allowing  her  to  continue  her  depre- 
dations. 

And  they  ask,  through  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  that  a  proper  represen- 
tation may  be  made  of  their  loss,  that  in  the  emi  due  reparation  may  be  made  to  them  by 
the  said  Government  of  Great  Britain,  or  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  may 
assume  the  same  as  one  of  the  Goveriunental  obligations  to  protect  the  rights  of  their  citizens 
thus  wantonly  violated^ 

And  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

(Signed;  JOSHUA  AXONS. 

EDWIN  ATKINa 
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No.  19. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  October  26,  1863. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  23rd  iDstant. 

In  that  letter  you  inform  me  that  you  are  instructed  to  say  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  must  continue  to  insist  that  Great  Britain  has  made  itself  responsible  for 
the  damages  which  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  sustain  by  the  depredations  of  the 
vessel  called  the  "  Alabama.'^ 

But  towards  the  conclusion  of  your  letter  you  state  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  are  not  disposed  to  act  dogmatically  or  in  a  spirit  of  litigation  ;  that  they 
desire  to  maintain  amity  as  well  as  peace ;  that  they  fully  comprehend  how  unavoidably- 
reciprocal  grievances  must  spring  up  from  the  divergence  of  the  policy^  of  the  two  countries 
in  regard  to  the  present  insurrection.  You  add  further  on,  that  the  United  States 
frankly  confess  themselves  unwilling  to  regard  the  present  hour  as  the  most  favourable  to 
a  calm  and  candid  examination  by  either  party  of  the  facts  or  the  principles  involved  in 
cases  like  the  one  now  in  question. 

With  this  declaration  Her  Majesty's  Government  may  well  be  content  to  await  the 
time  when  a  calm  and  candid  examination  of  the  facts  and  principles  involved  in  the  case 
of  the  **  Alabama  "  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  usefully 
be  undertaken. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  must  request  you  to  believe  that  the  principle  contended  for  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  is  not  that  of  commissioning^  equipping,  and  manning  vessels 
in  our  ports  to  cruize  against  either  of  the  belligerent  parties — ^a  principle  which  was  so 
justly  and  unequivocally  condemned  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  1793,  as 
recorded  by  Mr.  Jefferson  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond  of  the  13th  of  May  of  that  year. 

But  the  British  Government  must  decline  to  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  parties  who 
fit  out  a  seeming  merchant-ship,  send  her  to  a  port  or  to  waters  far  from  the  jurisdictioa 
of  British  Courts,  and  there  commission,  equip,  and  man  her  as  a  vessel  of  war. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  fear  that  if  an  admitted  principle  were  thus  made  elastic 
to  suit  a  particular  case,  the  trade  of  ship-building,  in  which  our  people  excel,  and  which 
is  to  great  numbers  of  them  a  source  of  honest  Uvelihood,  would  be  seriously  embarrassed 
and  impeded.  I  may  add  that  it  appears  strange  that  notwithstanding  the  large  and 
powerful  naval  force  possessed  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  no  efficient 
measures  have  been  taken  by  that  Government  to  capture  the  *'  Alabama.** 

On  our  part  1  must  declare  that  to  perform  the  duties  of  neutrality  fairly  and 
impartially,  and  at  the  same  time  to  maintain  the  spirit  of  British  law  and  protect  the 
lawful  industry  of  the  Queen's  subjects,  is  the  object  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and 
they  trust  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  recognize  their  earnest  desire  to 
preserve,  in  the  difficult  circumstances  of  the  present  time,  the  relations  of  amity  between 
the  twe  nations. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  20. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

MyXord,  Foreign  Office^  October  29,  1863. 

I  ACQUAINTED  you,  in  my  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  that  the  matters  connected 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  Confederate  steamer  ^'  Alabama  "  at  the 'Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
to  which  your  letter  of  the  29th  September  referred,  were  under  the  consideration  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

Those  matters  were — 

1.  The  capture,  by  the  *' Alabama,"  of  the  United  States'  vessel  "  Sea  Bride,"  within, 
as  was  alleged,  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain. 

2.  The  character  of  the  **  Alabama"  herself. 

3.  The  manner  in  which  the  ''Tuscaloosa,"  alleged  to  be  a  tender  of  the"  Alabama," 
was  dealt  with  by  the  authorities  of  the  Cape. 

On  these  several  points  I  have  to  state  to  you — 

1 .  That  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  satisfied  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  the 
Colonial  and  Naval  authorities  at  the  Cape,  that  at  the  time  of  capture  the  **  Sea  Bride'' 
was  considerably  more  than  three  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  land. 
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2.  That  as  regards  the  character  of  the  "  Alabama"  that  vessel  is  entitled  to  be 
treated  as  a  ship  of  war  belonging  to  a  belligerent  Power,^  and  that  neither  the  Governor 
nor  any  other  British  authority  at  the  Cape  was  entitled  to  exercise  any  jurisdiction 
over  her. 

3.  That  as  regards  the  "Tuscaloosa,"  although  Her  Majesty's  Government  would: 
have  approved  the  British  authorities  at  the  Cape  if  they  had  adopted  towards  that  vessel, 
a  course  different  from  that  which  was  adopted,  yet  the  question  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
a  vessel  under  such  circumstances  should,  according  to  the  tenour  of  Her  Majesty's  orders, 
be  dealt  with,  was  one  not  altogether  free  from  uncertainty.     Nevertheless  instructions 
will  be  sent  to  the  British  authorities  at  the  Cape  for  their  guidance  in  the  event  of  a. 
similar  case  occurring  hereafter,  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  hope  that  under  those 
instructions  nothing  will  for  the  future  happen  to  admit  of  a  question  being  raised  as  to 
Her  Majesty's  orders  having  been  strictly  carried  out. 

Copies  of  the  reports  from  the  Colonial  and  Naval  authorities  on  the  matters  in 
question  will  be  sent  to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington,  who  will  thereby  be  enabled 
to  give  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  any  further  explanation  they  may  desire  to 
obtain  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL.. 


No.  21. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  November  2.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London^  October  31,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of  the  29th  instant, 
in  reply  to  my  representation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  steamer  '*  Alabama"  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

Inasmuch  as  your  Lordship  intimates  that  further  explanations  will  be  made  to  my 
Government  through  the  agency  of  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington,  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  the  transmission  of  a  copy  of  your  note. 

T  pray^  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


No.  22. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  November  2.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  October  31,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of  the  26th  instant. 

The  conclusion  to  which  it  would  seem  that  both  Governments  arrive  in  r^ard  to  the 
disposition  to  be  made  of  the  claims  growing  out  of  the  depredations  of  the  ^^  Alabama''  and 
other  vessels  issuing  from  British  ports  appears  to  render  further  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
the  question  unnecessary.  It  is  only  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  inference  growing  out 
of  an  omission  to  notice  it,  that  1  beg  permission  to  make  a  single  remai4c  in  connection 
with  yoiu:  Lordship's  observation  that ''  the  British  Government  declines  to  be  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  parties  who  fit  out  a  seeming  merchant-ship."  So  far  as  the  vessels  now 
complained  of  are  concerned,  I  think  no  reasonable  doubt  can  be  entertained  from  the 
evidence  which  was  obtained  before  their  departure,  that  they  never  bore  the  semblance  of 
merchant-ships,  even  to  Her  Majesty's  officers  who  reported  upon  them. 

I  now  beg  permission  to  lay  before  Her  Majesty's  Government  a  number  of  memorials 
and  other  papers  connected  with  the  depredations  of  the  ves6el  formerly  called  the 
^'  Oreto,"  and  now  the  "  Florida,"  which  I  am  instructed  to  request  may  be  disposed  of  in 
the  manner  indicated  in  my  note  of  the  23rd  instant,  to  which  your  Lordship's  was  in 
answer. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
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Inclosure  1  in  No.  22. 

Messrs.  Mann  Sf  Co.  to  Mr.  Seuuard. 

Dear  Sir,  Boston,  September  24,  1869. 

INCLOSED  we  hand  you  the  Memorial  and  Protest  of  the  destruction  of  the  ship* 
"Commonwealth,"  of  New  York,  by  the  war-steamer  called  the  "Florida,**  commanded 
by  one  MaflBt;  and  we  ask,  through  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  that  a  proper 
representation  of  our  loss  be  made  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  and  reparation 
demanded  ;  or  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  may  assume  the  same  as  one  of 
tbe  obligations  to  protect  the  rights  of  citizens  thua  wantonly  violated ;  and  as  in  dutf 
bound  will  ever  pray. 

Yours,  &c. 
(Signed)  N.  P.  MANN  &  Co. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  22. 
Memorial. 

To  the  Honourable  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.C 

The  Memorial  of  N.  P.  Mann,  N.  P.  Mann,  Junior,  and  A.  J.  Mann,  of  the  city  of 
.  Boston,  Merchants  constituting  the  Mercantile  firm  of  N.  P.  Mann  Sz  Co.,  owners 
of  one-fourth  of  the  American  ship  called  the  "  Commonwealth,"  of  New  York; 
of  the  burthen  of  1,275  tons, 

Respectfully  represents, 

THAT  said  ship,  being  a  legally  registered  American  ship,  sailed  from  the  port  oif 
New  York,  on  or  about  the  19th  day  of  March  now  last  past,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  general 
merchandize  and  Government  stores,  bound  for  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California, 
under  the  command  of  George  S.  McClellan. 

That  the  other  three  fourth  parts  of  said  vessel  were  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  she  was  engaged  in  the  performance  of  her  lawful  voyage. 

That  the  intended  voyage  was  pursued  without  any  material  occurrence  until  Friday, 
the  17th  day  of  April  last,  when  the  said  ship  was  about  thirty  miles  south  of  the  Equator, 
and  in  longitude  about  30''  west,  at  which  time  and  place  the  master  of  said  ship 
discovered  a  steamer  steering  toward  said  ship  with  the  American  or  United  States'  colours 
flying.  That  said  steamer  soon  overhauled  the  ship,  and  sent  a  boat's  crew  on  board  armed 
with  pistols  and  cutlasses.  That  the  said  boat's  crew  announced  themselves  as  belonging 
to  the  war-steamer  called  the  "  Florida,"  claiming  to  sail  under  the  flag  of  the  Confederate 
States  so-called,  commanded  by  one  Maffit. 

That  the  master  of  the  ship  was  ordered  to  repair  on  board  the  steamer,  with  all  his 
piqiers ;  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ship  were  put  in  irons  and  transferred  to  the 
pirate  steamer ;  and  that  after  robbing  the  ship  of  many  articles,  she  was  set  on  fire  by 
the  pirate  crew  and  totally  consumed. 

And  now  we,  the  said  Nehemiah  P.  Mann,  Nehemiah  P.  Mann,  Jr.,  and  A.  J.  Mann, 
own^B  of  one  fourth  part  part  of  the  said  ship  "Commonwealth,"  do  enter  our  solemn 
protest  against  -the  destruction  of  said  ship ;  and  do,  by  these  presents,  demand  of  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  full  reparation  for  the  same,  in  the  sum  of  22,250  dollars, 
being  one- fourth  of  the  value  of  the  said  vessel,  and  one-fourth  of  the  value  of  the 
freight  pending,  and  in  course  of  being  earned  at  the  time  said  ship  was  destroyed,  as 
hereinbefore  set  forth. 

Your  Memorialists  would  further  represent  that  they  predicate  and  make  this  protest 
and  demand  upon  the  facts  hereinafter  stated,  which,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief^  can  be  fully  verified  whenever  it  shall  be  found  necessary,  to  wit : — 

The  said  steamer  calling  herself  -the  "  Confederate  war*steamer  *  Florida ' "  is  an 
E^lish  vessel,  and  no  other.  She  was  built  in  England,  and  was  allowed  to  leave  the 
British  waters,  although  information  as 'to  her  true  character,  and  the  intention  to  use  her 
as  a  privateer,  to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  then  and  now  at  peace 
with  Glreat:  Britain,  was  lodged  with  the  British  Government.  That  she  left  an  English 
port  under  the  British  flag,  and  was  manned  by  British  subjects.  That  had  any  ship  of 
war  of  the  United  States  seized  her  after  leaving  British  waters,  she  would  have  claimed 
the  protection  of  the  British  flj^,  and-  have  escaped*  undfer  ttie  cloak  of  British  ownership. 
That  said  steamer  has  not,  as  your  Memorialists  believe^  at  any  time  actually  become  the 
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property  of  any  parties  other  than  tbose  ^o  caused  her  to  be  built  and  fitted  out  in  a 
British  port. 

And  your  Memorialists  would  further  represent  that  said  steamer  called  the  ''Florida,'* 
after  thus  fraudulently  leaving  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  against  the  Queen's  Proclamation 
of  Neutrality,  has  repeatedly  visited  divers  ports  in  the  West  Indies  which  are  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain ;  and  notwithstanding  the  facts  were  well  known  by  the 
Government  officials  at  such  ports,  she  has  not  been  seized  or  detained  by  the  British 
Government,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  been  allowed  every  facility  for  obtaining  supplies 
and  advice  that  she  might  continue  her  piratical  depredations  upon  American  commerce. 
That  no  examination  has  ever  been  made  by  the  British  Government,  through  their 
officers  or  agents,  as  to  the  manning  of  the  said  steamer  by  British  subjects,  or  as  to  the 
prostitution  of  the  British  flag  by  thus  giving  protection  to  piracy  under  its  folds. 

In  view  of  these  matters,  and  of  others  which  may  be  made  apparent,  your  Memo- 
rialists do  now  enter  their  solemn  protest  against  the  British  Government  and  people  as 
willing  parties,  negligently  culpable,  in  the  destruction  of  their  property  on  the  high  seas; 
first  violating  the  Proclamation  of  the  Queen  by  building  and  manning  said  piratical 
steamer,  and  then  allowing  her  to  continue  her  depredations  after  her  character  was  patent 
to  the  world. 

And  your  Memorialists  ask,  through  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  that  a 
proper  representation  of  their  loss  be  made  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  and  repa- 
ration demanded;  or  that  the  United  States  may  assume  the  same  as  one  of  the  obUga- 
tions  to  protect  the  rights  of  citizens  thus  wantonly  violated. 

And  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

(Signed)     NEHEMIAH  P.  MANN. 

NEHEMIAH  P.  MANN,  Jun. 
A.  J.  MANN. 

Umted  States  of  America,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  County  of  Suffolk,  ss. 

Be  it  knowit  to  all  to  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  that  on  the  twenty-third  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863,  before  me,  John  S.  Tyler,  a  Notary  Public  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace^  under  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn 
at  my  oflSce,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  personally  came  Nehemiah  Mann,  Junior,  A.  J.  Mann, 
and  Nehemiah  Mann,  resident  merchants  of  this  cit)^,  to  me  well  known,  and  made  before 
me  the  foregoing  Memorial  and  Protest, 'declaring  the  same  to  be  just  and  true.  Where- 
fore, at  the  request  of  said  appearers,  T  have  caused  the  same  to  be  verified  by  the  oaths 
of  said  appearers,  and  to  be  entered  in  my  Notarial  Records,  to  serve  as  occasion  may 
require. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  aflixed  my  official  seal  on  the  day  of  the  date 
above  written. 

(Signed)  John  S.  Tyler,  Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  22. 

Mr.  Boyd  to  Mr.  Seward. 
Sir,  'Boston^  August  19,  1863. 

HEREWITH  I  inclose  depositions  talcen  before  John  S,  Tylqr,  Esq,,  Notary  PubU<v 
of  those  of  the  crew  of  the  *' Redgauntlet "  who  r:5turned  to  this  city.  You  will  observe 
the  main  body  of  this  deposition  is  signed  by  Charles  F.  Ellis,  George  Hammond,  and 
William  Hennessy;  afterwards  confirmed  by  George  W.  Fuller,  \^hose  parents  reside  in 
this  city ;  and  then  again  by  him  and  John  Baldwin,  the  carpenter,  particularly  as  to  the 
fact  that  the  **  Florida  "  had  the  English  flag  flying  until  the  capture  was  completed.  1 
deem  the  testimony  of  Baldwin  important,  as  it  seems  he  is  an  English  subject,  and  vegr 
naturally  bad  his  attention  drawn  to  what  was  going  on  under  the  Elnglish  colours. 

1  am  advised  to-day  by  Captain  Lucas,  from  Antwerp,  August  4,  that  his  protestt 
made  there  before  the  American  Consul,  will  be  forwarded  within  the  week.  WbyoQ 
nceived  1  will  £otrwaid  the  same  to  your  Department 

Tery  respectfully^ 
•      (Signed)  FJtANCES  .BOYD. 
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Inclosnre  4  in  No.  22. 
Ajffidavit  of  George  W.  Fuller  and  John  Baldwin. 

BE  it  known  to  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  that  on  this  24th  day  of  July, 
A.D,  1863,  personally  appeared  before  me  John  S.  Tyler,  a  Notary  Public,  duly  commis- 
sioned and  sworn,  George  W.  Fuller,  seaman,  and  John  Baldwin,  carpenter,  lately  belonging 
to  the  ship  *' Redgauntlet,"  of  Boston,  burnt  by  the  piratical  steamer  "Florida."  And 
the  hereto  annexed  aflSdavit,  made  by  Charles  F.  Ellis,  George  Hammond,  and  William 
Hennessy,  having  been  carefully  read  to  these  appearers,  they  hereby  confirm  the  same  ; 
and  said  appearers  did  further  declare  that  the  British  flag  was  flying  on  board  the  piratical 
steamer  at  the  time  the  oflicers  and  boats'  crew  came  on  board  the  *'  Redgauntlet,"  and 
remained  flying  until  the  officer  had  announced  to  Captain  Lucas  that  his  ship  was  a  prize. 
Afterwards  the  British  flag  was  lowered,  and  the  rebel  flag  hoisted  in  its  place. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  appearers  have  hereto  set  their  names,  in  presence  of  me, 
the  said  Notary. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  W.  FULLER. 

JOHN  BALDWIN. 

United  States  of  America,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Suflfolk,  ss. 

On  this  24th  day  of  July,  a.d.  1863,  George  W.  Fuller  and  John  Baldwin  made  oath 
before  me  that  the  foregoing  affidavit,  by  them  signed,  is  true. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 
(Signed)  John  S.  Tvler,  Notary  Public. 

I,  George  W.  Fuller,  of  Boston,  on  oath  declare  that  I  shipped  as  ordinary  seaman  on 
board  the  ship  ** Redgauntlet,"  on  her  attempted  voyage  from  hence  to  Hong  Kong;  that 
I  have  read  the  affidavit  of  Ellis,  Hammond,  and  Hennessy,  who  were  my  shipmates, 
hereunto  annexed,  and  that  I  fully  confirm  the  same.  ^ 

(Signed)  GEO.  W.  FULLER. 

Suffolk,  ss. 

Sworn  before  me,  July  18,  1863. 

(Signed)  John  S.  Tyler,  Notary  Public. 


Affidavit  of  Charles  F.  Ellis,  George  Hammond^  and  William  Hennessy. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  Undersigned,  Notary  Public,  at  ray  office  in  Boston, 
Charles  F.  Ellis,  greenhand,  George  Hammond,  steward,  William  Hennessy,  cook,  all 
lately  belonging  to  the  ship  **  Redgauntlet,"  of  Boston,  A.  H.  Lucas,  master,  and  being 
sworn  to*declare  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  did  depose  and  say  : — 

That  they  sailed  in  said  ship  from  Boston  on  the  22nd  day  of  May  now  last,  bound 
for  Hong  Kong,  China,  having  each  of  them  signed  shipping  articles  for  the  said  voyage  ; 
that  they  proceeded  on  the  voyage  without  any  material  occurrences  until  Sunday  the 
•  14th  day  of  June  ultimo,  when  being  in  latitude  7°  40'  north,  and  longitude  35°  40'  west, 
at  about  6  A.M.,  they  discovered  a  steamer  about  fifteen  miles  distant.  The  *'  Red- 
gauntlet  "  kept  her  course,  being  on  the  leeward.  The  steamer  altered  her  course,  and 
ran  down  for  the  ship.  She  came  up  and  fired  a  shot  across  the  ship's  bow.  She  had  the 
British  flag  on  her  mizen-yard  or  gaff.  The  ship  was  hove-to  by  order  of  Captain  Lucas, 
-and  a  boat  came  on  board  from  the  steamer.  There  was  a  lieutenant  and  ten  men  in  the 
boat ;  the  men  had  cutlasses  and  revolvers.  After  they  got  on  board  the  steamer  hauled 
down  the  English  flag  and  ran  up  the  flag  of  the  so-called  Confederate  •  States.  The 
Lieutenant  and  Captain  Lucas  went  into  the  cabin,  and  said  Hammond  being  in  the  cabin 
heard  the  Lieutenant  say  to  Captain  Lucas,  that  he  could  take  such  of  his  things  as  he 
could  put  into  a  bag.  Captain  Lucas  asked  him  to  take  his  trunks,  and  the  Lieutenant 
assented,  telling  the  Captain  to  hurry.  The  rebel  officers  and  men  told  the  crew,  as  soon 
as  they  came  on  board,  that  they  must  each  one  get  a  bag  and  put  in  such  things  as  it 
would  hold  to  take  with  them  on  board  the  steamer.  This  was  about  half-past  8  a.m. 
All  hands  left  the  ship  before  11  a.m.,  and*went  on  board  the  steamer.  As  the  men  went 
on  deck  they  were  ironed,  and  then  left  on  deck.  The  steamer's  crew,  to  the  number  of 
about  twenty  men,  went  on  board  the  ship,  and  both  stood  to  the  northward.  They  were 
in  company  about  twelve  days,  during  which  the  pirate  captured  and  burned  the  ship 
"  R.  R.  Hoxie.*'     Deponents  saw  on  board  the  steamer  the  crew  of  the  ship  "  Southern 
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Cross,"  which  vessel  they  were  told  had  been  destroyed  before  the  ^^  Redgauntlet "  was 
taken.  When  the  steamer  used  her  sails  only,  the  "Redgauntlet"  would  outsail  lier. 
On  the '26th  of  June,  being  in  about  29®  north  latitude,  and  47®  west  longitude,  the 
pirates  all  left  the  "  Redgaunlet,"  after  setting  her  on  fire.  This  was  done  at  about 
half-past  5  in  the  afternoon.  The  steamer  laid-by  for  about  an  hour,  during  which  the 
main  and  mizen  masts  of  the  ship  were  seen  to  fall,  and  she  was  in  a  sheet  of  flame  fore 
and  aft.  The  steamer  continued  to  stand  to  the  northward,  and  next  morning  the  ship 
could  not  be  seen.  On  the  27th  of  June  we  fell  in  with  a  whaling-schooner,  called  the 
*'  Farmer  H.  Hill,"  of  Province  Town,  which  the  steamer  captured.  At  this  time  she  was 
carrying  the  United  States'  flag,  and  deponents  did  not  see  the  rebel  flag  hoisted.  At 
about  half-past  10  the  rebels  had  put  these  deponents,  with  all  but  five  of  the  "Red- 
gauntlet's  ''  crew,  and  many  other  prisoners,  in  all  fifty-four,  on  board  the  schooner,  and 
she  steered  for  Bermuda.  Captain  Freeman,  the  master  of  the  schooner,  said  that  he  was 
compelled  by  the  pirates  to  give  a  bond  to  get  his  vessel  released. 

On  the  4th  of  July  the  schooner  arrived  at  Hamilton,  Bermuda,  where  all  the  fifty- 
four  men  were  landed. 

The  deponents  remained  at  Bermuda  until  the  9th  day  of  July,  whey  they  sailed  for 
New  York  in  the  brig  "  Henrietta,"  having  been  provided  with  a  passage  by  the  Consul  of 
the  United  States. 

On  the  15th  instant,  deponents  arrived  at  New  York,  and  came  thence  to  Boston  by 
the  Fall  River  route.  . 

Deponents  have  omitted  to  state  that  on  the  1 8th  of  June  the  pirate  steamer  fell  in 
with  an  Italian  brig,  which  they  boarded :  said  brig  was  bound  for  England.  Captain 
Lucas,  Mr.  Dodge,  first  mate,  Mr.  Almy,  second  mate,  and  Mr.  Brady,  third  mate,  of  the 
"  Redgauntlet,^'  were  put  on  board  the  said  brig,  with  the  masters  and  oflicers  of  other 
captured  ships,  by  the  direction  of  Captain  Maffit. 

The  rebel  steamer  was  the  **  Florida,"  and  further  said  deponents  say  not. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  F.  ELLIS. 

GEORGE  HAMMOND. 
WILUAM  HENNESSY. 
Attest :  • 

(Signed)  John  S.  Tyler. 

United  States  of  America,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Suffolk,  ss. 

Boston,  July  17,  1863. 
Then  the  above-named  Charles  F.  Ellis,  George  Hammond,  and  William  Hennessy 
made  oath  before  me  that  the  foregoing  affidavit,  by  them  signed,  contains  nothing  but 
the  truth. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  same  to  be  recorded  in  my  Official  Record 
Book,  and  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

(Signed)  John  S.  Tylee,  Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Indosure  5  in  No.  22. 

Mr.  Mfiyd  to  Mr.  Seward. 
Sir,  Boston^  September  3,  1863. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  addressing  you  on  the  19th  ultimo,  inclosing  original 
copy  of  the  Protest  taken  here  of  the  crew  of  the  ship  "  Redgauntlet,"  burnt  by  the 
'•  Florida.'* 

I  have  now  to  inclose  original  copy  of  Protest  made  by  the  Master,  A.  H.  Lucas,  and 
the  three  officers,  before  A.  W.  Crawford,  United  States'  Consul  at  Antwerp,  to  which 
port  the  officers  were  taken,  as  will  appear  by  the  document  itself. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  it  is  necessary  or  proper,  at  the  present  time,  for  me,  as 
the  owner  of  the  ship,  to  make  any  more  formal  claim  on  the  British  Government  for  the 
capture  of  said  ship  under  their  colours,  and  by  their  assistance  in  every  form. 

Respectfully,  &c. 
(Signed)  FRANCIS  BOYD. 
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Thclosure  6  in  No.  22. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  Americay 
Port  of  Antwerp. 
ON  this  31st  day  of  July,  a-d.  1863,  before  me,  A.  W.  Crawford,  Consul  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  for  Antwerp,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  personally  appeared 
A.  H.  Lucas,  master  of  the  ship  or  vessel  called  the  "  Redgauntlet,"  of  Boston,  of  the 
burden  of  1038  tons  or  thereabouts  ;  and  declared  that  on  the  23rd  day  of  May  last  past, 
he  sailed  in  and  with  the  said  ship  from  the  port  of  Boston,  bound  for  Hong  Kong,  laden 
with  ice  and  general  cargo,  and  arrived  in  the  Italian  brig  "  Due  Fratelli,"  of  Genoa,  the 
the  ship  "  Redgauntlet "  having  been  captured  by  a  piratical  steamer  called  the  Confede* 
rate  steamer  **  Florida,"  hereby  enters  this  note  of  protest  accordingly  to  serve  and  avail 
him  hereafter,  if  found  necessary. 

(Signed)  A.  H.  LUCAS,  Master. 

Attested : 
(Signed)  A.  W.  Crawford,  United  States^  Consul. 

I,  the  Undersigned  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  Antwerp  and  the 
dependencies  thereof^  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  genuine  copy  of 
the  note^of  protest  made  by  the  master  of  the  ship  **  Redgauntlet,''  having  been  compared 
by  myself  with  the  original,  and  found  to  agree  therewith  word  for  word,  and  figure  for 
figure. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  Consulate,  this  31st  day  of  July,  1863. 
(Signed)  A.  W.  Crawford,  United  States'  Consul. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea. 
Port  of  Antwerp,  to  wit : 

BY  this  public  instrument  of  declaration  and  protest,  be  it  known  and  made  manifest 
unto  all  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  concern,  that  on  the  31st  day  of  July, 
1863,  before  me,  A.  W.  Crawfofd,  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  Antwerp, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  personally  came  and  appeared  A.  H.  Lucas,  late  master  of 
the  ship  or  vessel  called  the  **  Redgauntlet/'  of  Boston,  of  the  burden  of  1,038  tons  or 
thereabouts,  captured  by  the  so-called  Confederate  steamer  "Florida,'*  laden  with  ice  and 
general  cargo,  who  duly  noted  and  entered  with  me,  the  said  Consul,  his  protest  for  the 
uses  and  purposes  hereafter  mentioned ;  and  now  on  this  day,  to  wit,  the  day  of  date 
hereof,  before  me,  the  said  Consul,  s^in  comes  the  said  A.  H.  Lucas,  and  requires  me  to 
extend  this  protest ;  and  together  with  the  said  A.  H.  Lucas,  also  come  R.  F.  Dodge, 
Ist  officer,  Charles  E.  Almy,  2nd  officer,  and  C.  L.  Brady,  3rd  officer  of  and  belonging  to 
the  said  ship,  all  of  whom  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  &c.,  did  severally,  voluntarily,  ireely, 
and  solemnly  declare,  depose,  and  state  as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  that  these  appearers,  on 
the  22nd  day  of  May,  1863,  in  their  capacities  aforesaid,  sailed  in  and  with  the  said  ship, 
from  the  port  of  Boston,  laden  with  ice  and  general  cargo,  and  bound  to  the  port  of 
Hong  Kong ;  that  the  said  ship  was  then  tight,  staunch,  strong ;  had  her  cargo  well  and 
sufficiently  stored  and  secured  ;  had  her  hatches  well  caulked  and  covered  ;  was  well  and 
sufficiently  manned,  victualled,  and  fomished  with  til  things  needfol  and  necessary  for  a 
vessel  in  the  merchant  service ;  and  particularly  for  the  voyage  she  was  about  to  undertake ; 
that  nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred  until  Sunday,  the  14th  of  June,  when  in  latitude 
about  8°  30'  north,  and  longitude  34°  40'  west,  at  6  a.m.  on  that  day,  the  wind  being  east, 
discovered  a  vessel,  apparently  a  barque,  two  points  off  the  lee-bow,  and  standing  on  the 
wind  to  the  northward  ;  a  ship  in  sight  to  windward  at  the  same  time  also  standing  to  the 
nocthward  ;  shortly  afterwards  discovered  that  the  barque-rigged  vessel  was  a  screw 
steamer,  with  two  smoke  stacks ;  at  7  a.m.  the  steamer  bore  due  west  fh}m  us,  when  title 
British  flag  was  hoisted  on  board  of  her ;  we  set  the  American  flag  in  answer,  and  kept  it 
flying  about  ten  minutes,  then  hauled  it  down ;  at  7*30  a.m.  the  steamer  tacked  ship, 
took  in  all  sail  and  steamed  up  towards  us ;  shortly  afterwards  a  shot  was  fired  from 
the  said  steamer  towards  us,  passing  a  few  yards  leeward  of  the  ship;  we  then 
brought  tie  ship  to  the  wind  in  the  usual  manner,  the  steamer  approached  within  a  few 
yards  to  windward  and  some  person  hailed  the  ship,  in  the  usual  manner,  asking  where 
we  were  from,  and  where  bound.  We  replied  in  the  usual  manner,  and  some  person 
on  board  the  steamer  said  they  would  send  a  boat  aboard.  A  boat  filled  with  armed  men 
came  alongside  the  ship,  and  an  officer  who  had  charge  of  the  boat  came  aboard  and 
demanded  the  ship's  papers  to  look  at ;  the  moment  the  officer  stepped  on  board  the 
British  flag  vras  hauled  down  and  a  flag  called  a  Confederate  States'  flag  (with  three  horizontal 
stripes,  red,  white,  and  red,  with  a  blue  union  containing  thirteen  white  stars)  was  substi- 
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toted.  I  produced  the  ship's  paperg^  and  after  he  had  examined  them  he  told  me  the  ship 
was  a  prize  to  the  Confederate  States*  steamer  **  Florida^**  Captain  Maffitt.  I  said  to  the 
officer  that  the  cargo  of  the  ship  was  prindpally  British,  and  directed  his  attention  to  tlie 
Britisli  Consufs  certificates  attached  to  each  hill  of  lading.  He  said  that  was  no  protection, 
that  the  ship  was  a  good  prize,  and  that  I  must  get  ready  to  go  on  board  the  ^^  Florida/' 
adding  at  the  same  time  that  the  boat  was  ready.  I  asked  for  the  ship's  papers,  BXkd  he 
said  that  be  would  keep  them  and  send  them  on  board  the  "  Florida."  I  handed  him  a 
letter  given  me  in  Boston  containing  invoices  and  proofs  of  the  nationality  of  the  cargo, 
but  no  notice  was  taken  of  it.  I  was  told  to  take  nothing  but  wearing  apparel,  and  not 
too  much  of  tbat,  as  it  would  not  be  allowed.  He  demanded  all  private  arms  and  pistols, 
took  the  two  chronometers  and  all  the  nautical  instruments,  and  before  I  had  time  to  pack 
up  any  of  my  clothing  two  armed  men  entered  the  cabin  and  told  me  to  go  in  the  boat, 
the  officer  saying  he  would  send  my  clothing  aboard.  I  pbeyed,  as  resistance  was  useless. 
I,  with  the  officers  and  crew,  was  transported  to  the  steamer ;  on  arrival  there  all,  except 
the  first  officer  and  myself,  were  put  in  irons.  I  inquired  for  the  Commander,  and  asked 
him  if  he  was  Captain  Maffitt.  He  replied  that  he  was,  I  told  him  the  ship's  cargo  was 
principally  British,  and  that  the  bilk  of  lading  had  Britiefa  Ooneul'«  *e^i#c«to6  ftttoohod. 
He  said  that  made  no  difference.  I  protested  against  his  proceeding.  He  said  the  ship 
was  a  good  prize.  I  asked  him  if  he  would  'bond  the  ship.  He  replied,  "No ;  I  shall 
bond  no  more  American  ships  ;  it  is  a  preposterous  idea  to  think  of  bonding  an  American 
ship  in  order  to  save  a  little  British  cargo,  for  since  Lincoln  has  declared  the  bonds  of  the 
'Ariel'  null  and  void  I  shall  destroy  and  not  bond  any  American  ships  I  may  capture." 
A  prize  crew  was  put  on  board  the  "  Redgauntlet,"  and  she  kept  company  with  the 
steamer,  standing  north-north-west.  The  ship  w^as  plundered  from  day  to  day,  in  moderate 
weather  the  cargo  and  stores  being  transported  to  the  steamer,  as  well  as  my  own  personal 
property,  consisting  of  a  chronometer,  a  sextant,  a  spy-glass,  an  opera-glass,  barometer, 
books,  charts,  wearing  apparel,  and  other  personal  property,  being  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  the  steamer,  the  captain,  officers,  and  crew. 

Thursday,  June  18,  gave  chase  to  and  came  up  wjth  the  brig  ''Due  Fratelli,"  of 
Genoa.  The  brig  was  boarded  under  the  British  flag,  and  on  the  return  of  the  boat  the 
so-called  Confederate  States'  iag  was  substituted.  On  the  return  of  the  boat  I  was 
ordered  to  go  in  the  boat  with  my  officers;  we  obeyed,  and  were  transferred  to  the  brig, 
.  without  being  consulted  or  having  any  voice  in  the  matter.  The  latitude  was  13°  27'  north, 
longitude  40  west,  the  *^ Redgauntlet"  in  company. 

Friday,  June  19,  at  2  P.M.,  saw  the  "  Florida  "  and  ''  Redgauntlet "  both  standing  to 
the  north-north-west. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  1,  Augustus  H.  Lucas, 
late  master  of  the  ship  *^  Redgauntlet,^'  of  Boston,  for  and  in  behalf  of  all  parties  concerned 
or  interested  in  the  said  ship  ^'Redgauntlet,"  her  cargo,  stores,  outfits,  freight,  insurance, 
or  in  any  other  way  or  manner  interested  in  anything  appertaining  to  said  ship,  do  hereby 
protest  against  the  capture  and  piratical  detention  of  said  ship  and  cargo ;  against  the 
commander,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  said  steamer  *^  Florida,"  collectively  and  individually ; 
also  against  the  builders  and  owners  of  €£dd  steamer ;  against  the  Government  or  Govern- 
ments, or  belligerents,  recognized  or  otherwise,  who  may  be  interested  in  said  steamer; 
and  against  any  and  all  Governments  and  authorities,  local  or  otherwise,  who  have 
permitted  the  said  steamer  to  be  fitted  out,  armed,  equipped,  manned,  supplied,  recruited, 
or  allowed  to  enter  or  depart  from  their  ports  or  dependencies ;  and  also  other  persons 
assisting  in  the  same :  and  in  behalf  of  all  concerned  shall  hold  each  and  all  of  them 
responsiblQ  Tor  all  damage  or  damages  which  may  or  shall  arise  in  consequence  of  said 
capture ;  and  also  for  all  losses  which  may  occur  to  the  owner  or  owners,  charterers,  agents, 
shippers,  consignees,  underwriters,  master,  officers,  or  crew  of  said  ship,  in  consequence  of 
said  capture.  And  I,  together  with  the  officers  of  said  ship  ^*  Redgauntlet, '^  do  hereby 
conjointly  sign  this  protest. 

Thus  done  and  protested  in  the  port  of  Antwerp,  this  Ist  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1863. 

In  testimony  whereof  these  appearers  liave  hereunto  subscribed  their  names  ;  and  1^ 
the  said  Consul,  have  granted  to  the  said  master  this  public  instrument  under  my  hand 
and  the  seal  of  this  Consulate,  to  serve  and  avail  tim  and  aU  others  whom  it  doth  or  may 
concern,  as  need  and  occasion  may  require. 

(Sufned)  A.  W.  CRAWFORD,  United  States'  Consul. 

A.  H.  LUCAS,  Master. 
R.  T.  DODGE,  First  Officer. 
CHARLES  E.  ALMY,  Second  Officer. 
C.  L.  BRADY,  Third  Officer. 
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I^  the  Undersigned,  Consul  of  the  United  States  for  Antwerp  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  genuine  copy  of  the  protest  made 
by  the  master  of  the  ship  *'Redgauntlet/*  having  been  compart  by  myself  with  the 
original  and  found  to  agree  therewith,  word  for  word  and  figure  for  figure. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  Consulate,  this  1st  day  of  August^ 
1863. 

(Signed)  A.  W.  Crawford,  United  States*  Consul. 

British  Consulate,  Antwerp. 
I,  the  Undersigned,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  at  Antwerp,  hereby  certify  that 
A.  W.  Crawford,  Esq.^  whose  signature  is  attached  to  the  foregoing  document,  is  the  Consul 
of  the  United  States  residing  at  this  port. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  of  officet 
this  5th  day  of  August,  1863. 

(Signed)  G.  A.  Gbatton. 


No.  23. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

(Sir,  Foreign  Office,  November  10,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  31st  ultimo^ 
inclosing  further  papers  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  ''  Alabama"  and  the  "  Florida 

1  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


>9 


No.  24. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  November  14.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  November  14,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  a  printed  copy  of  the  private  journal  of  an  officer 
of  the  steamer  "  Alabama,*'  which  seems  to  have  been  furnished  by  the  author  for  publica- 
tion in  the  "  South  African  Advertiser  and  Mail,"  at  Cape  Town,  in  which  newspaper  it 
first  appeared  on  the  19th  of  September  last.  The  author  appears  to  be  Mr.  G.  S.  FuUam, 
a  British  subject,  belonging  to  Hull.  I  beg  permission  to  call  your  Lordship's  attention 
to  the  remarkable  manner  in  which  the  narrative  corroborates  the  essential  portions  of  the 
deposition  of  C.  R.  Yonge,  heretofore  submitted  to  your  consideration,  some  attempts  to 
invalidate  which  were  made  in  the  course  of  the  trial  of  the  '^  Alexandra."  It  likewise 
confirms,  in  almost  every  particular,  the  correctness  of  the  representations  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  furnish  from  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  of  the  mode  in  which 
the  gun-boat  "  290  **  was  originally  equipped,  fitted  out,  and  armed  from  that  port. 

I  likewise  pray  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  abuse  shown  to  be  continually  made 
of  the  national  character  of  this  vessel,  in  the  fraudulent  assumption  of  the  flag  or  of  the 
name  of  any  other  nation  at  pleasure,  whilst  on  the  high  seas.  I  need  scarcely  say  that 
such  a  license  to  cover  piratical  depredation  has  only  been  obtained  for  her  by  the  recog- 
nition given  to  the  parties  in  America,  authorizing  it  as  a  belligerent  abiding  by  the 
established  rules  of  legitimate  warfare. 

I  pray,  &c. 
rSigned)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


No.  25. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  November  16,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  and 
its  inclosure,  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  "Alabama." 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 
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No.  26. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  January  13.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  January  13,  1864. 

I  PRAY  your  attention  to  copies  of  a  letter  of  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Liverpool,  and  of  three  depositions,  all  going  cumulatively  to  prove  the  manner  in  which 
the  neutrality  of  Her  Majesty's  realm  has  been  abused  by  some  of  her  subjects,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  war  against  the  United  States.  I  have  every  reason  to  suppose 
that  these  proceedings  are  continued  without  material  diminution. 

Renewing,  &c. 
.  (Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS.. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  26. 
Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Sir,  United  States^  Consulate,  Liverpool,  January  11,  1864. 

I  BEG  to  call  your  attention  to  copies  of  three  aflSdavits :  one  of  John  Latham^ 
another  of  his  wife,  Martha  Latham,  and  the  other  that  of  Thomas  Wistinley,  inclosed.  It 
is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  steamer  ^'  Alabama/'  which  was  built  and  fitted  out  at  this 
port,  and  manned  by  British  seamen,  regularly  receives  her  coal  and  supplies  from  this 
country,  and  that  the  families  of  the  men  now  serving  on  board  are  paid  once  a-month 
here  in  Liverpool  by  M.  G.  Klingender  and  Co.,  and  Eraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.,  the 
one-half  part  of  the  wages  earned  by  the  men  on  board  this  vessel.  John  Latham,  of 
Swansea,  in  Wales,  was  one  of  the  men  who  enlisted  on  said  steamer.  During  the  time  of 
his  service  on  board,  his  wife,  Martha  Latham,  received  regularly  each  month  the  one-half 
part  of  his  wages,  which  was  sent  to  her  by  M.  G.  Klingender  and  Co.,  No.  22,  Water- 
street,  Liverpool.  The  money  was  transmitted  in  post-office  orders.  The  letters  in  which 
this  money  was  sent  are  annexed  to  her  affidavit,  and  copies  inclosed  to  you.  At  the  time 
of  enlisting  Mr.  Latham  received  a  bounty.  He  sent  5Z.  of  this  to  his  wife  by  Captain 
James  D.  Bullock.  This  5Z.  was  paid  to  Thomas  Winstinley  for  her  at  Eraser,  Trenholm, 
and  Co.'s  office  by  their  cashier. 

I  regard  these  affidavits  as  important  to  show  the  character  and  nationality  (if  she  has 
any)  of  this  vessel,  which,  built  in  England,  fitted  out  in  England,  armed  with  English 
guns,  and  manned  by  English  seamen ;  supplied  with  coal  and  other  necessaries  while 
cruizing  from  England,  in  English  vessels,  by  English  merchants ;  and  the  wages  earned 
by  the  men  while  serving  on  board  paid  here  in  Liverpool  by  these  same  merchants  to 
their  wives  and  families  residing  here, — stamps  her,  it  seems  to  me,  if  anything  can,  as  an 
English  piratical  craft. 

I  am,.&c. 
(Signed)  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  26. 
Affidavit  of  John  Latham. 


I,  John  Latham,  of  36,  Jasper-street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  engineer, 
make  oath,  and  say  as  follows  : — 

1.  About  the  8th  or  10th  of  August,  1862, 1  signed  articles  at  the  Sailors'  Home, 
Liverpool,  to  ship  in  the  steam-ship  '*  Bahama,"  Captain  Tessier,  for  a  voyage  to  Nassau 
and  back.  The  "Bahama"  went  out  of  the  Bramley  Moore  dock  the  same  night  about 
12  o'clock,  and  went  into  the  river  and  lay- to.  Captain  Semmes,  Captain  James  D. 
Bullock,  and  some  other  officers  came  on  board,  and  about  half  past  7  o'clock  a.m.  a  tug- 
boat  came  alongside  with  some  seamen  on  board  ;  the  tug-boat  accompanied  us  out  about 
ten  miles.  The  tug  then  left  us,  and  a  tall  gentleman,  with  a  reddish  face  and  pock-marked, 
who  came  from  Cunard  Wilson  and  Co.'s  office,  left  us  and  went  into  the  tug ;  as  he 
left  us,  he  said  ''  I  hope  you  will  make  a  good  thing  of  it,  and  that  you  will  stop  where 
you  are  going  to.''  We  then  proceeded  on  our  voyage,  and  stood  out  some  days,  when 
we  found  we  were  going  to  the  Western  Isles. 

2.  About  the  17th  or  18th  of  August  we  arrived  at  Terceira,  and  we  there  found  the 
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"  Alabama "  and  the  barque  "  Agrippina."  Captain  Butcher,  who  was  on  board  the 
'*  Alabama."  hailed  us  and  told  us  to  go  round  the  island,  and  he  would  be  after  us,  but  it 
would  take  them  three-quarters  of  an  hour  to  get  his  steam  up.  We  went  on,  and  he 
followed  us,  and  the  "  Alabama"  went  under  the  lee  of  the  island,  and  a  shot  was  fired 
across  the  '' Bahama's"  bows  from  a  battery  on  shore,  so  we  stopped  out  until  the 
morning.  In  the  morning  we  went  alongside  the  ''  Alabama,"  and  some  small  cases  and 
a  safe  containing  money  was  passed  into  the  **  Alabama"  from  our  ship,  and  we  then 
parted  and  anchored  a  little  distance  from  her,  and  the  barque  "  Agrippina  "  went  and 
discharged  the  remainder  of  her  cargo  into  the  "Alabama."  During  this  time  Captain 
Semmes  and  Captain  Bullock  were  going  backwards  and  forward  to  the  "  Alabama,"but  would 
not  let  any  of  the  officers  go»  On  Sunday,  the  24th  of  August,  Captain  Semmes  came  on  board 
the  "  Bahama,"  and  called  us  under  the  bridge,  he  himself  and  the  officers  standing  on  the 
bridge ;  he  addressed  us  and  said,  "  Now,  my  lads,  there  is  the  ship "  (pointing  to  the 
"  Alabama  ") ;  "  she  is  as  fine  a  vessel  as  ^ver  floated",  there  is  a  chance  which  seldom  offers 
itself  to  a  British  seaman,  that  is,  to  make  a  little  money.  I  am  not  going  to  put  you 
alongside  of  a  frigate  at  first ;  but  after  I  have  got  you  drilled  a  httle,  I  will  give  you  a 
nice  Kttle  fight."  He  said, "  There  is  only  six  ships  that  I  am  afraid  of  in  the  United  States' 
navy."  He  said,  '*  We  are  going  to  bam,  sink,  and  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  United  States; 
your  prize-money  will  be  divided  proportionately  according  to  each  man's  rank,  something 
similar  to  the  English  navy."  Some  of  the  men  objected,  being  Naval  Reserve  men. 
Captain  Semmes  said,  ''Never  mind  that,  I  will  make  that  all  that  right ;  I  will  put  you  in 
English  ports  where  you  can  get  your  book  signed  every  three  months."  He  then  sjue^ 
''There  is  Mr.  Kell  on  the  deck,  and  all  those  who  are  desirous  of  going  with  me  let  them 
go  aft,  and  give  Mr.  Kell  their  names."  A  great  many  went  aft,  but  some  refused.  A  boat 
came  from  the  '*  Alabama,**  and  those  who  had  agreed  to  go  went  on  board.  Captain 
Semmes  and  the  officers  went  on  board.  Mr.  Low,  the  Fourth  Lieutenant,  then  appeared 
in  uniform,  and  he  came  on  board  the  "  Bahama,"  endeavouring  to  induce  the  men  to 
come  forward  and  join*,  and  he  succeeded  in  getting  the  best  part  of  us.  I  was  one  who 
went  at  the  last  minute.  When  I  got  on  board  the  "  Alabama"  1  found  a  great  number 
of  men  that  had  gone  on  board  of  her  from  Liverpool.  Captain  Semmes  then  addressed 
us  on  board  the  "  Alabama,"  and  Captain  Butcher  was  there  also,  who  had  taken  the 
▼essd  out.  Captain  Semmes  said  he  hoped  we  all  should  content  ourselves  and  be 
comfortable  one  amongst  another ;  but  any  of  you  that  thinks  he  cannot  stand  to  his  gun 
I  don't  want.  He  then  called  the  purser,  and  such  as  agreed  to  serve  signed  articles  on 
the  companion-hatch,  and  on  signing  the  men  received  either  two  months'  pay  in  advance, 
or  one  month's  wages  and  a  half-pay  note.  1  took  a  month's  wages  and  a  half-pay  note 
for  3/.  10^.  a-month  in  favour  of  my  wife  Martha  Latham,  19,  Wellington -street,  Swansea; 
the  note  was  drawn  on  Eraser  Trenholm  and  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  but  it  was  paid  at 
"Mr.  Klingender's  in  Liverpool :  the  note  was  signed  by  Captain  Semmes,  Yonge,  who  vrBS 
the  Paymaster,  and  Smith,  the  Captain's  cleric.  I  sent  51.  and  this  half-pay  note  ashore 
by  Captain  Bullock,  and  he  forwarded  it  with  a  letter  to  my  wife. 

3.  Captain  Bullock  on  the  passage  out,  and  after  we  arrived  at  Terceira,  used  argu- 
ments-to  induce  us  to  join  the  "Alabama."  On  several  occasions  he  advised  us,  and 
urged  the  men  to  join. 

4.  As  soon  as  the  men  who  had  consented  to  go  had  all  signed  articles,  the  English 
ensign  which  the  '*  Alabama"  had  been  flying  was  pulled  down,  and  the  Confederate  flag 
hoisted,  and  a  gun  was  fired.  The  men  who  declined  joining  left  the  ship,  with  Captains 
Bullock  and  Butcher,  for  the  "  Bahama,"  and  we  proceeded,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Semmes ;  and  I  have  in  the  Schedule  liereto  .annexed  given  a  list  of  the  officers 
and  men,  with  their  places  of  residence. 

5.  We  proceeded  on  our  voyage,  and  cruized  about  the  Western  Isles  for  some  days, 
and  on  the  following  Sunday  we  fell  in  with  a  whaler,  and  burnt  her ;  and  we  then  crui^^ 
about^  and  in  about  two  days  we  fell  in  with  the  schooner  **  Starlight,"  from  Boston.  We 
fired  at  her  four  times.  Her  captain  said,  "  If  1  had  but  one  gun  on  board  I  would  flght 
you,"  He  tried  to  make  the  land,  but  we  oveiiauled  him,  and  he  brought-to.  We  kqit 
.die  ocew  of  the  schooner,  and  on  the  next  day  we  landed  them  at  the  Western  Isles,  and 
look  the  schooner  in  tow,  for  thejpaipese  of  daceying  other  vessels  with  the  stars  and  stiipas. 
We  succeeded  in  capturing  seveial ;  timongBt  other  vessels  we  captm*ed  the  **  Manchester/ 
0f  Philadelphia  line  of  packets,  bound  from  New  ¥ovk  to  Liverpool  We  burnt  this  vessel* 
lutviiE^  first  taken  her  crew,  and  we  put  tfaem  on  boiffd  the  *^  Tonawanda,"  which  we  had 
iweviously  captured,  and  had  then  in  tow.  Amongst  the  crew  there  was  a  man  xx£  die 
uumt  of  George  Fotre^  mho  one  of  the  Midshipmen  recognized  as  having  been  a  «eamaa 
on  board  the  '^  Sumter,"  and  had  deserted.  He  was  brought  on  board  to  Captain  Semmti^ 
^vbosbold  .him 'that  tf  he  bekamd  wiell  .he  should  ihave  ^s  pay  and  ipmid-momefy  js  the 
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as  the  other  men,  but  that  he  had  a  right  to  detain  him  throughout  the  war  without 
paying  him  a  cent.  Forrest  was  retained  on  board  the  *' Alabama,"  was  frequently 
punished  by  having  his  hands  and  legs  fastened  to  the  rigging,  the  punishment  being 
known  as  the  "  spread  eagle,"  and  he  would  be  kept  in  this  position  for  four  hours  at  a  tirne^ 
and  this  was  done  at  least  twenty  times,  and  at  last  they  ironed  his  legs  and  arms,  and 
sent  him  on  shore  on  a  desolate  island  called  Blencoola  some  200  miles  from  the  mainland, 
and  left  him.  The  crew  subscribed  some  17Z.,  unknown  to  Captain  Semmes,  which  we 
gave  him  in  the  hope  of  its  being  some  inducement  to  a  vessel  to  take  him  off. 

6.  The  barque  *^  Agrippina,"  flying  the  British  flag,* and  loaded  with  coals  from 
Cardiff>  was  at  Martinique  when  we  arrived  there ;  and  she  went  out  {o  sea,  and  whilst 
out  she  supplied  us  with  coal.  After  this  we  went  to  Arkaskees,  where  we  stopped 
and  painted  the  ship,  and  then  went  towards  Galveston,  and  off  that  place  we  fell  in  with 
the  American  ship  **  Hatteras,''  which  we  sunk.  We  got  her  crew  on  board,  and  proceeded 
to  Port  Royal,  Jamaica.  There  I  ran  away,  and  left  the  '*  Alabama."  Whilst  there  the 
•'Alabama"  enlisted  two  British  sailors,  who  had  deserted  from  Her  Majesty's  ships 
**  Jason  "  and  **  Steady."  -Thomas  Potter,  who  was  fireman,  also  ran  away,  but  the  men 
of  the '*  Alabama "  came  after  him  and  arrested  him,  and  took  him  back  to  the  ^p. 
Clarence  Yonge,  the  purser,  also  left  the  ship.  I  was  also  arrested  at  an  hotel  in 
Jamaica  by  the  *'  Alabama's  "  crew.  They  wanted  'to  force  me  on  board,  but  I  reftised  to 
go  until  I  had  seen  the  Governor  of  the  island,  whose  residence  was  some  fifteen  miles' 
distance ;  and  I  saw  the  Superintendent  of  Police,  who  on  my  producing  a  certificate  that 
I  was  a  Naval  Coast  Volunteer  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  ^'Majestic/'  I  was 
released. 

7.  My  wife  received  my  half-pay.  She  used  to  receive  it  by  Post-office  order,  payaUe  at 
Swansea  ;  and  to  obtain  this  she  every  month  used  to  write  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm,  and 
Co.,  or  M.  G.  Klingender  and  Co.,  Liverpool,  inclosing  the  half-pay  note,  and  the  latter 
firm  used  to  send  her  a  Post-office  order  for  the  SI.  9s.  5d.,  deducting  the  cost  of  the  order 
and  the  postage.  In  February  or  March  she  wrote  as  usual  for  the  half-pay  note.  They 
wrote  in  reply  that  they  could  send  her  no  more  money,  as  I  had  left  the  ship,  but  they 
did  not  return  her  the  half-pay  note. 

8.  On  my  return  I  called  at  Fraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.'s  office  for  the  balance  of  my 
wages,  but  they  declined  to  pay  me,  and  denied  all  knowledge  of  the  ship  ;  but  Mr.  Cooper 
gave  me  the  name  of  Mr.  M.  G.  Klingender,  and  told  me  to  see  him,  and  see  if  he  could 
arrange  it.  I  did  so,  but  he  told  me  he  would  not  do  so,  as  they  had  received  a  note  from 
Captain  Semmes  that  I  had  deserted  at  Jamaica. 

9.  The  guns  comprising  the  armament  on  the  **  Alabama  "  have  Fawcett,  Preston, 
and  Co.'s  marks  on  them,  showing  they  were  made  by  this  firm. 

(Signed)  JOHN  LATHAM. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1864,  at  Liverpool,  in  the 
coimty  of  Lancaster. 

(Signed)  J.  Pearson,  a  Commissioner  to  administer  Oaths  in 

Chancery  in  England.  » 


Schedule  before  referred  t6. 


Officers  and  Crew  of  the  steamer  '*  Alabama.^ 


Raphael  Semmes,  Commander. 

J,  M.  Kell,  First  Lieutenant. 

j^chard  F.  Armstrong,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Joseph  Wilson,  Third  Lieutenant. 

John  Low,  Fourth  Lieutenant^  English- 
man. 

Arthur  Sinclair,  Master,  that  is  Sailing 
Master.     • 

Francis  L.  Gait,  Surgeon,  fi:om  Virginia, 
now  acting  as  Paymaster. 

Miles  J.  Freeman,  First  Assistant  Engi- 
neer, ranks  as  Chief,  born  in  Wales, 
does  not  know  whether  naturalized. 

David  Herbert  Llewellyn,  Assistant 
Surgeon,  EngUshman. 


B.  K.  Howell,  brother-in-law  of  Jeff. 
Davis,  Lieutenant  of  Marines  (no 
Marines  on  board), 

Wm.  H.  Sinclair,  Midshipman. 

Irvine  S.  Bullock,  Midshipman,  Captain 
Bullock's  brother. 

Eugene  Maffitt,  Midshipman^  Captain 
Maffitt's  son. 

Edward  Maffitt  Anderson,  Midshipman, 
son  of  Colonel  Anderson. 

Wm.  P.  Brooks,  Second  Assistant  Engi- 
neer. 

S.  N.  Cummings,  Third  Assistant  Engi- 
neer. 

Matthew  O'Brien,  Thurd  Assistant  Engi- 
neer. 
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John  M.  Pundt,  Third  Assistant  Engi? 

neer. 
George  T,  Fullam,  First  Master^s  Mate, 

Englishman. 
James  Evans,    Second    Master's    Mate, 

Charleston  Pilot. 


W.  B.  Smith,  Captain's  Clerk. 

Benjamin  L.  McCaskey,  Boatswain. 

T,  O.  Cuddy,  Gunner. 

Wm.  Robinson,  Carpenter. 

Henry  AUcott,  Sailmaker,  Englishman. 

Clarence  R.  Yonge,  Paymaster. 


.  Petty  Officers  and  Seamen. 


James  King,  Master-at-arms,  Savannah 
PUot. 

Adolphus  Marmelegs,  Portuguese. 

Wm.  A.  King,  Quartermaster. 

James  King,  Master-at-arms. 

James  G.  Dent,  Quartermaster. 

Wm.  Forestall,  Quartermaster,  English- 
man. 

Ralph  Masters,  Quarter  Gunner,  Irish- 
man. 

Wm.  Crawford,  Englishman,  lives  in 
Liverpool,  belongs  to  Royal  Naval 
Reserve. 

<jreorge  Addison,  Englishman,  lives  in 
Liverpool. 

Wm.  Brinton,  Englishman,  Royal  Naval 
Reserve. 

—  Robinson,  Head  Carpenter. 

George  Harwood,  Boatswain's  Mate, 
Englishman,  Pensioner  from  English 
Navy,  joined  her  at  Liverpool  Home, 
now  is  in  '*  Southerner  "  as  Boatswain, 
lives  in  Liverpool. 

Michael  Kinshler,  Irishman,  Fireman,  has 
a  pension  in  England. 

Brent  Johnson,  Second  Boatswain's  Mate, 
Englishman,  Naval  Reserve  man, 
joined  vessel  at  Liverpool. 

Wm.  Purdy,  Sailmaker's  Mate,  Irishman 
by  birth,  lives  in  Liverpool,  belongs  to 
Naval  Reserves,  joined  her  in  liver- 
pool. 

John  Latham,  Firdhian,  an  Englishman, 
belongs  to  Coast  Volunteers,  enUsted 
in  "  Alabama  "  at  Terceira. 

David  Roach,  Fireman,  EngUshman, 
resides  in  Liverpool,  belongs  to  Royal 
Naval  Reserve ;  enlisted  in  Liverpool ; 
left  her  22nd  November. 

Thomas  Murphy,  Fireman,  Englishman, 
left  her  at  Western  Islands. 

Thomas  Welch,  Englishman,  left  the 
ship  ;  he  enlisted  in  the  "  Alabama  *' 
in  Liverpool. 

James  Smith,  Captain  of  Forecastle, 
Englishman,  residing  in  Liverpool, 
belongs  to  Naval  Reserve ;  enlisted  on 
board  of  **  Alabama  "  in  Liverpool. 

Edward  Fitzmorris,  Englishman,  enlisted 
on  *'  Alabama  "  in  Liverpool,  is  at  home 
now ;  his  wife  lives  at  Aigburth. 

George  Addison,  Fireman,  Englishman, 
lives  at  Liverpool,  Copperas  Hill; 
enlisted  at  Terceira. 


James  McFadgeon,  Fireman,  Englishman, 
hves  at  No.  6,  West  Derby-street, 
Liverpool ;  enlisted  at  Terceira,  is  now 
at  home. 

Thomas  Potter,  Fireman,  Englishman, 
enlisted  in  ''Alabama."  at  Liverpool, 
lives  in  Athol-street,  Liverpool,  de- 
serted at  Jamaica;  they  arrested  him 
there  and  carried  him  on  board;  his 
wife  lives  in  Liverpool  now. 

Samuel  Williams,  Fireman,  lives  in  Liver- 
pool, bom  in  Wales,  enlisted  in  "  Ala- 
bama "  at  Liverpool. 

Patrick  Bradley,  Fireman,  Englishman, 
resides  in  Liverpool,  enlisted  in  Liver- 
pool. 

John  Orrigin,  Fireman,  Irishman,  resides 
in  Athol-street,  Liverpool,  enlisted  in 
Liverpool. 

Orran  Dufly,  Fireman,  Irishman. 

Peter  Duncan,  Fireman,  Englishman,  re- 
sides in  Liverpool,  enlistol  in  Liver- 
pool. 

Wm.  Nevins,  Coal-passer,  Englishman, 
belongs  to  Naval  Reserve,  enlisted  at 
Liverpool. 

Andrew  Shillings,  Scotchman,  resides  in 
Athol-street,  Liverpool ;  has  a  wife ; 
enlisted  at  Liverpool,  is  a  Fireman. 

Charles  Priest,  Coal-passer,  is  a  German. 

George  Yeoman,  Ordinary  Seaman,  En- 
glishman, enlisted  at  Terceira. 

George  Freemantle,  Seaman,  Englishman, 
enUsted  at  Terceira. 

Frederick  Johns,  Purser's  Steward,  En- 
glishman, resides  in  Liverpool;  father 
keeps  a  coal-yard  in  Howard-street; 
enlisted  at  Terceira. 

John  Grandy,  boy,  English,  lives  in  Liver- 
pool. 

Thomas  Weir,  Gunner's  Mate,  English- 
man, enlisted  at  Liverpool. 

James  Busman,  Seaman,  Englishman. 

Edgar  Tripp,  Seaman,  JEnglishman,  lives 
in  London,  enlisted  at  Liverpool. 

John  Neil,  Seaman,  Englishman,  lives 
with  his  sister  in  Manchester-street, 
Liverpool,  belongs  to  Naval  Reserve, 
enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Thomas  Winter,  Fireman,  Englishman, 
lives  in  Liverpool ;  his  father  is  Ticket- 
collector  at  the  Adelphi  Theatre ;  en- 
listed at  LiverpooL 
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Samuel  Henry,  Seaman,  Englishman,  re- 
sides  in  Liverpool,  Naval  Keserve  Man, 
enlisted  at  Liverpool. 

John  Roberts,  Seaman,  Welchman,  thinks 
he  resides  in  Liverpool,  enlisted  at  Ter- 
ceira. 

John  Duggan,  Seaman,  Englishman,  re- 
sides in  Liverpool,  belongs  to  Naval 
Reserve,  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Martin  King,  Seaman. 

Thomas  Williams,  Seaman,  Englishman, 
resides  in  Liverpool,  belongs  to  Naval 
Reserve,  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Robert  Williams,  Seaman,  Englishman, 
resides  in  Liverpool,  belongs  to  Naval 
Reserve,  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Joseph  Pearson,  Seaman,  Englishman, 
belongs  to  Chester,  enlisted  at  Liver- 
pool 

Joseph  Connor,  Seaman,  Englishman,  re- 
sides in  Walnut-street ;  his  wife  lives 
there,  and  keeps  a  Butcher's  shop  ;  be- 
longs to  Naval  Reserve,  joined  at  Ter- 
ceira. 

Thonias  McMuUen,  Seaman,  Englishman, 
resides  in  Liverpool,  joined  at  Terceira. 

Michael  Mars,  Seaman,  Englishman,  be- 
longs to  Bristol,  Naval  Reserve,  joined 
at  Terceira. 

Robert  Egan,  boy,  English,  belongs  to 
Chorley. 

Malcolm  Macfarlane,  Seaman,  Scotchman, 
resides  in  Liverpool,  belongs  to  Naval 
Reserve,  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Peter  Henny,  Seaman,  Irishman,  lives  in  . 
Liverpool,  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Charles  Goodwin,  Seaman,  Englishman, 
resides  in  Liverpool,  enlisted  at  Ter- 
ceira. 


James  Hicks,  Captain  of  the  Hold,  En- 
glishman, enlisted  at  Liverpool,  thinks 
he  resides  here. 

Robert  Parkinson,  Wardroom  Steward, 
Englishman,  resides  in  Liverpool,  en- 
listed in  Liverpool. 

George  Appleby,  Yeoman,  Englishman, 
resides  in  Liverpool,  married  man,  en- 
listed in  Liverpool. 

John  Emory,  Seaman,  Englishman,  re* 
sides  in  Liverpool,  belongs  to  Naval 
Reserve,  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Wm.  Hearn,  Seaman,  Englishman,  residea 
in  Liverpool,  belongs  to  Naval  Reserve,, 
enlisted  at  Terceira, 

Thomas  L.  Parker,  Boy,  English,  stops, 
with  Brent  Johnson. 

A.  G.  Bartelli,  Seaman,  Portuguese. 

Peter  Hughes,  Captain  of  Top,  English- 
man, resides  in  Liverpool,  belongs  to 
Naval  Reserve,  enlisted  at  Liverpool. 

Henry  Fisher,  Seaman,  Englishman, 
resides  at  Liverpool,  enlisted  at  Liver- 
pool. 

Frank  Townsend,  Seaman,  Englishman,,, 
enlisted  at  Liverpool. 

George  Forrest,  Seaman,  Irishman,  taken 
off  the  ship  "Manchester**  because  he 
had  deserted  from  the  ''  Sumter,"  and 
tried  by  a  Court-martial  for  causing 
mutiny,  and  sent  on  shore  in  irons  to 
Island  Blanco  and  left  there.  Previous 
to  his  being  tried  for  mutiny  he  was 
tied  up  twenty  times  in  the  rigging 
with  his  arms  spread,  for  four  hours  at 
a  time,  day  and  night. 


(Signed) 


JOHN  LATHAM. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  26. 


Affidavit  of  Martha  Latham. 

I,  MARTHA  LATHAM,  of  19,  Wellington  Street,  Swansea,  in  the  county  of 
Glamorgan,  wife  of  John  Latham,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows  : — 

My  husband  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  *'  Alabama.*'  In  the  month  of 
August  1862,  my  husband,  who  was  in  Liverpool,  wrote  to  me  that  he  was  going  out  in 
the  steamer  '*  Bahama  "  to  run  the  blockade.  Some  weeks  after  that  I  received  a  letter 
from  my  husband  dated  at  the  Western  Islands,  stating  that  he  had  joined  the  steamer 
*^  Alabama  "  for  71.  a-month.  On  the  same  day  I  received  another  letter  from  Captain 
James  D.  Bullock,  inclosing  me  a  half- pay  note,  signed  by  Captain  Semmes,  for  the 
half-pay  of  my  husband  while  he  served  on  board  of  said  steamer  "  Alabama."  The 
note  w^s  payable  to  me  at  Eraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.,  in  Liverpool.  In  the  latter  part  of 
August,  or  first  part  of  September  1862,  my  husband's  cousin,  Thomas  Winstanly, 
36,  Jasper  Street,  Liverpool,  received  5/.  for  me  from  the  office  in  Liverpool.  I  had 
sent  him  Captain  Bullock's  letter,  and  the  one  from  my  husband;  I  sent  my  half-p?iy 
note  to  Liverpool  to  draw  the  money  on  it.  It  was  relumed  to  me  in  the  letter  annexed 
hereto,  marked  A.  I  signed  my  name  and  sent  it  to  the  office  of  M.  G.  Klingender 
and  Co.,  Liverpool,  who  sent  me  3Z.  10^.,  less  7d.  the  expenses.  It  was  sent  me  in  a 
Post  Office  Order,  in  a  letter  dated  October  3rd,  1862,  annexed  hereto,  and  marked  on 
back  Exhibit  B.     On  the  3Ist  October,  1862,  M.  G.  Klingender   and  Co.   sent  mo 
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another  letter  inclosing  me  another  order  for  31.  9^.  6d.,  being  another  month's  half-pay 
on  said  note.  On  the  31st  December,  1862,  the  Messrs.  Klingender  and  Co.  sent  me 
another  letter  inclosing  me  an  order  for  SI.  98.  6d.  on  account  of  said  half-pay  note.  The 
letter  is  annexed  hereto,  and  marked  Exhibit  C  on  the  back.  I  received  another  half- 
pay  of  3/.  9s.  6d. ;  it  must  have  been  in  January,  but  the  letter  in  which  it  v^as  sent,  as 
well  as  the  letter  written  to  me  by  Captain  Bullock  above-mentioned,  has  been  mislaid. 
All  the  money  orders  were  pwd  to  me.  In  February  or  March  I  received  from 
M.  G.  Klingender  and  Co.  a  letter,  without  date,  stating  that  my  husband  had  deserted, 
and  stopping  the  pay  on  the  allotment  note.  I  had  been  in  the  habit  of  sending  them 
the  note  every  time  1  drew  the  money ;  the  last  time  I  sent  it  they  retained  it,  and  sent 
me  the  last-mentioned  letter,  but  no  money.  They  still  have  the  allotment  note  in  their 
possession.  The  letter  from  M.  G.  Klingender  and  Co.,  dated  3l8t  of  October,  1862, 
above-mentioned,  is  annexed  hereto,  and  marked  Exhibit  D.  The  last  letter  from  them  to 
me,  without  date,  above-mentioned  is  also  annexed  hereto,  and  marked  Exhibit  E. 

(Signed)  MARTHA  LATHAM. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  this  31st  day  of  December,  1863. 

(Signed)  J.  Rolly  Fripp,  a  Commissioner  for  taking  Oaths  in  the  Court  of 

(iueen's  Bench  at  Westminster. 


(A.) 

Liverpool,  September  30,  1862. 

Messrs.  M.  G.  Klingender  and  Co.  must  request  Mrs.  Martha  Latham,  before  paying 
her  the  3/.  IO5.,  to  sign  her  name  at  the  back  of  the  allotment  note,  and  then  return  it 
to  them,  when  they  will  i-emit  her  a  money  order  for  the  amount,  less  cost  of  order. 

Mrs.  M.  Latham,  19,  Wellington  Street,  Swansea,  South  Wales. 

P.S. — ^Please  note  address,  No.  22,  Water  Street,  Liverpool. 

Exhibit  (B). 

22,  Water  Street,  Liverpool,  October  3,  1862. 

Mrs.  Martha  Latham,  19,  Wellington  Street,  Swansea,  South  Wales. 
Madam, 

Inclosed,  please  find  a  money  order  payable  at  the  Post  OflSce  of  your  town  for  3/.  9s.  5d. 
In  future  you  must  send  us  your  allotment  note  signed  across  a  receipt  stamp. 
Eeturning  you  the  note,  we  are,  &c. 

Per  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co., 
(Signed)  C.  F.  von  MELLE. 

£  $.  d. 

Money  order  ..  ••395 
Costofotder  ..  ••  0  0  6 
Beoeipt  B^uDQp  .^         ..      0    0     1 

'  £3  10    0 


Exhibit  (D). 

Liverpool,  October  31,  1862. 

Mrs.  Martha  Latham,  19,  Wellington  Street,  Swansea,  South  Wales. 
Madam, 

We  inclose  you  a  money  order  for  3/.  9s.  6d.,  payable  at  the  Post-office  of  your 

Returning  you  your  note,  we  are^  &c. 

Per  M.  6.  Klingender  &  Co., 
(Signbd)  G.  R  yon  MELLE. 

£.  #•   d. 

f        .  3    9    6 

Cortofordep  ..        ..     0    0    6. 

■ *  ■  I  h.' " 

X8  10    0     ' 
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Exhibit  (C). 

Liverpool,  December  31,  1862. 
Messrs.  Klingender  and  Co.  inclose  Mrs.  MarthaLatham  a  post-office  order  for  3/.  9^.  6d., 
dedacting  as  usual  6(2.  per  cost  of  order. 

No.  19,  Wellington  Street,  Swansea,  South  Wales. 


Exhibit  (E). 

Martha  Latham,  19,  Wellington  Street^  Swansea,  South  Wales. 
Madam, 

We  have  ibis  day  received  advices  per  West  India  mail  from  St.  Domingo,  stating 
that  John  Latham,  with  three  other  men,  deserted  the  ^^  Alabama"  on  the  25th  January^, 
at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  and  of  course  their  allotment  notes  must  be  stopped. 

We  are,  &c. 
Per  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co. 
(Signed)  C.  F.  von  MELLE. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  26. 
Affidavit  of  Thomas  Winstihley. 


I,  THOMAS  WINSTINLEY,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancashire,  residing  at 
36,  Jasper  Street,  make  oath,  and  say  : — 

I  am  a  cousin  of  John  Latham.  After  he  had  joined  the  ^'  Alabama  "  in  the  summer 
of  1862,  his  wife,  Martha  Latham,  wrote  me  that  Mr.  Latham  had  sent  home  a  part  of 
his  advanipe  wages,  and  requested  me  to  go  to  Fraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.,  in  Liverpool, 
and  get  it  for  her. 

I  went  to  Fraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.'s  office  either  the  last  part  of  the  month  oi 
August,  or  the  fore  part  of  September  1862.  I  saw  one  of  the  men  in  their  office.  I 
presented  him  the  note :  it  was  for  5/.  I  forget  by  whom  it  was  signed  The  man  said 
**  Well,  you  are  not  Martha  Latham,  and  this  note  is  payable  to  her."  I  told  him  she 
lived  at  Swansea,  and  that  she  had  written  to  me  to  get  it  for  her,  and  showed  him  her 
letter  to  me.  He  then  said  if  I  would  leave  him  the  letter  and  note  he  would  pay  me. 
I  consented  to  do  this,  and  he  paid  me  5/.,  which  I  remitted  to  Martha  Latham,  less  the 
expenses.  The  person  who  paid  me  I  was  told  by  the  other  clerks  in  the  office  was 
was  Fraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.'s  cashier.    I  left  the  note  and  letter  with  him. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  WINSTINLEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  January,  1864,  at  Liverpool,  in 
the  county  of  Lancaster. 

(Signed)  J«  Pearson,  a  Commissioner  to  administer  Oaths  in 

Chancery  in  England. 

No.  27. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  January  14,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant, 
inclosing  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  Consul  for  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  and  of  three 
depositions  relative  to  the  case  of  the  ^^  Alabama,"  and  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you 
that  these  papers  hav/s  been  communicated  to  the  proper  Department  of  Her  Majesty's 
Goyemment. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 
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NORTH    AMERICA. 

No.  2.     (1864.) 


CORRESPONDENCE 


RtfSPBCTINe  THE 


CAPTURE    OF   THE    "SAXON" 


BT  THE 


t( 


UNITED    STATES'    SHIP    '  VANDERBILT." 


Presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty. 

1864. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED    BT    HARRISON    AND   SONS. 


/   C-^*"*^  ^    ^   I  Digitized  by  doodle 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TABLE   OF   CONTENTS. 


No. 
]•  Admiralty    ^^         ••         •< 

2.  Colonial  Office        », 

3«  Messrs.    Sinclair,    Hamilton 
and  Co. 

4.  To  Messrs.  Sinclair,  Hamil- 

ton and  Co. 

5.  Consul  Archibald     •• 


7«  To  Lord  Lyons 


8.  To  Admiralty 

(and  Colonial  Office  and 
Messrs.  Sinclair,  Hamil- 
ton and  Co.) 

9.  Admiralty     ••         ••         •• 


10. 


11.  Colonial  Office 


12.  Messrs.    Sinclair,    Hamilton 

and  Co. 

13.  To  Lord  Lyons 


14.  Messrs.  -  Sinclair,    Hamilton 

and  Co. 

15.  To  Colonial  Office    .. 


16.  Lord  Lyons 


17.  Colonial  Office 

18.  Messrs.    Sinclair,    Hamilton 

and  Co. 

19.  To  Lord  Lyons        ..         •• 

20.  Colonial  Office 

21.  To  Lord  Lyons       ..         •• 


22.  Lord  Lyons 


23. 


Date 

• 

Dec  32, 

1863 

24, 

Jan. 

4, 

6, 

1864 

Dec. 

23, 

1863 

Jan. 

6, 
21, 

1864 

21, 

22, 
25, 

28, 


29, 

30, 

Feb. 

3, 

5, 

Jan. 

26. 

Feb. 

8, 
8, 

11, 
12, 

15, 

It 


5, 


Subject. 

Proceedings  of  the  United  States'  ship  <"  Vanderbilt " 
at  the  Cape.  Seizure  of  the  '<  Saxon.**  The  mate 
shot  .•  ..  ••       *..  .. 

Despatches  from  the  G^ovemors  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  St  Helena  on  the  same  subject ; 

Reporting  the  seizure  of  the  "  Saxon"  and  of  250  tons 
of  coal  at  Penguin  Island  by  the  Commander  of  the 
"Vanderbilt" 

Receipt  of  above  letter.  Case  of  the  <<  Saxon  "  under 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 

Arrival  of  the  "  Saxon  "  at  New  York  in  chai*ge  of  a 
prize  crew ..  «•  ..  ..  .. 

Further  respecting  the  case  of  the  "  Saxon."  Deposi- 
tion respecting  the  death  of  the  mate 

Representation  to  make  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  with  regard  to  the  ease  of  the 
**  Saxon  "  . . 

Asking  for  further  information,  respecting  the  wool 
shipped  on  board  the  "  Suon/'  and  the  coals  seized 
by  the  commander  of  the  "  Vanderbilt"        t 

Rear- Admiral  Walker  called  upon  to  furnish  the  re- 
quired information  in  case  of  the  **  Saxon" 

Inclosing  a  despatch  from  Rear-Admiral  Walker  re- 
specting Penguin  Island,  and  statement  of  the 
master  and  crew  of  the  '*  Saxon,"  respecting  the 
seizure  of  that  vessel  and  the  death  of  the  mate 

Inclosing  despatch  from  Governor  of  Cape  Colony. 
Proclamation  of  Sir  G.  Grey,  depositions,  and  other 
papers  respecting  sovereignty  of  Penguin  Island,  the 
cargo  of  the  **  Saxon/'  the  voyage  on)  which  she 
was  enfjraged,  the  coals  seized  by  the  Commander  of 
the  **  Vanderbilt,"  and  the  death  of  the  mate 

Respecting  the  cargo  of  the  "Saxon."  Claim  on 
account  of  the  coals  seized  •  • 

Representation  to  make  to  Government  of  the  United 
States  respecting  the  death  of  the  mate  of  the 
''  Saxon."  Question  of  the  capture  under  considera- 
tion ••  ..  ..  ..  •. 

Communicating  information  received  by  them  that 
Penguin  Island  is  British  territory  ..  •. 

Copy  of  above.  What  answer  to  be  returned  to 
Messrs.  Sinclair  ?       . .  .  •  .  •  • . 
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Correspondence  respecting  the  Capture  of  the  ^*  Saxon"  by  the 
United  States'  ship  ^^  Vanderbilt/' 


No.  1. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Acbniralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. — {Received  December  23.) 

Sir,  Admiralty y  December  22,  1863. 

I  AM  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commiiasioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send  you  here- 
with, for  the  informatioja  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the  1 7th  ultimo, 
from  Kear-Admiral  Sir  Baldwin  Walker,  with  its  inclosures,  reporting  the  proceedings 
of  the  United  States'  ship-of-war  "  Vanderbilt "  at  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  after  her 
return  from  the  Mauritius,  and  the  seizure  by  that  ship  of  the  colonial  vessel  "  Saxon" 
at  Angra  Pequena.  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  W.  G.  ROMAINE 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  1. 
JRear'Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Sir,  **  NarcismSy'  in  Simon's  Bay,  November  17,  1863. 

I  BEG  you  will  inform  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  the  United 
States  ship-of-war  "  Vanderbilt,"  after  leaving  this  port  on  the  11th  September  last, 
proceeded  to  Mauritius,  in  search  I  believe  of  the  Confederate  ships  "  Alabama"  and 
"Creorgia;"  not  finding  either  of  those  vessels,  she  returned  to  Table  Bay  to  coal  and 
provision  on  the  22nd  ultimo. 

When  this  vessel  first  touched  at  this  port,  the  commander  requested  .to  be  supplied 
with  coals  and  provisions,  which,  on  the  supposition  that  he  had  not  received  any  at  a 
British  possession  for  three  months,  havmg  it  was  believed  come  last  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  his  demands  were  compUed  witL  It  was  subsequently  ascertained  that  the 
•*  Vanderbilt"  had  touched  at  St.  Helena  and  received  about  400  tons  of  coal,  all  that 
was  there. 

Under  these  circumstances,  with  the  fact  of  her  having  obtained  coal  at  Mauritius, 
on  the  question  being  raised,  I  expressed  to  the  Governor  of  this  colony  my  opinion  that 
no  fiirfcher  suppUes  should  be  given  her  here,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Earl 
Russell's  letter  for  the  preservation  of  strict  neutraUty.  The  "Vanderbilt"  did  not, 
therefore,  receive  any  coal,  and  left  Table  Bay  on  the  27th  ultimo,  proceeding 
northward. 

On  the  6th  instant  I  received  a  letter  from  some  merchants  at  Cape  Town  (a  copy 
of  which  is  inclosed)  reporting  that  the  "  Vanderbilt"  had  met  the  colonial  vessel  "  Atlas" 
and  subjected  her  to  very  close  examination,  and  as  it  appeared  to  be  probable  that 
Commander  Baldwin  would  proceed  to  Ichaboe  for  the  purpose  of  searching  some 
English  vessels  there,  I  dispatched  the  "Valorous"  to  that  island  to  prevent  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  to  acquaint  the  American  captain,  if  he  was  not  aware  of  it,  that  it 
is  a  British  possession. 

The  "Valorous"  returned  to  this  port  on  the  15  th  instant,  reporting  (see  Inclosure 
No.  2)  that  the  "  Vanderbilt"  had  visited  Ai^ra  Pequena  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa, 
and  having  found  there  the  colonial  vessel  "  Saxon"  (lately  employed  in  conveying  cattle 
to  Ascension)  loading  with  wool,  stated  to  have  been  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  "  Tusca- 
loosa," disembarked  there  (a  vessel  captured  by  the  "  Alabama "  and  constituted  a 
tender,  but  which  vessel  was  not  condemned  in  any  Prize  Court,  as  stated  in  my  letter 
No.  86  of  the  19th  August  last).  Commander  Baldwin  seized  her,  and  sent  her  as  a  prize 
to  New  York,  putting  me  crew  into  a  small  English*  schooner,  now  on  her  way  to  Table 
Bay.     The  **  Valorous  '*  did  not  Ml  in  with  the  "  Vanderbilt,"  nor  had  that  vessel  been 
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at  Ichaboe ;  it  was  also  reported  to  Captain  Forsyth  that  the  mate  of  the  **  Saxon^'  had 
been  shot,  but  under  what  circumstances  he  could  not  learn. 

It  is  stated  that  the  '' Yanderbilt''  took  in  250  tons  of  coal,  sold  1f^  |;iad^y9g  t(0,  ^}(€»i^ 
de  Pass,  Spence,  and  Co.,  of  Cape  Town,  from  an  island  at  Angra  Pequena. 

I  should  remark  that  Angra  Pequena  lies  beyond  il^,  colonial  territory,  bat  our 
merchants  have  been  there  collecting  gucmo,  &c. 

The  "Valorous**  did  not  find  any  vessels  whatever  at  Ichaboe,  and  therefore  returned 
to  this  anchorage  on  the  15th  instant. 

I  have  oDC 
(Signed)         '  B.  W.  WALKER 

P.S. — It  is  stated  in  the  public  papers  that  Penquin  Island,  at  Angra  Pequena^  near 
which  the  "  Saxon**  is  said  to  have  been  seized,  and  whence  the  coal  was  taken  by  the 
**  Vanderbilt,**  is  a  British  possession,  and  was  annexed  to  the  Cape  Colony  at  the  same 
time  as  Ichaboe,  but  of  this  circumstance  I  am  not  aware,  my  instraq:^i0n^  bcn^  only  to 
take  possession  of  the  island  of  Ichaboe. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  1. 


Captain  Forsyth  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker. 

Sir,  "  Valorous,'  at  Simon's  Bay,  November  15,  1863, 

IN  compliance  with  orders  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  I  put  to  sea 
in  Her  Majesty's  ship,  imder  my  command,  at  8.30  p.m.  the  same  evening.  On  the  after- 
noon of  the  10th  I  arrived  at  Angra  Pequena.  Finding  no  vessels  at  that  anchorage,  I 
dispatched  boats  to  the  islands  in  me  vidmty,  and  also  to  the  mainland,  to  make  inquiries 
respecting  the  movements  of  the  United  States  war-steamer  "  Vanderbilt.**  The  result 
was  that,  from  information  obtained  from  four  men  engaged  in  collecting  guano,  she 
had  anchored  there  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  foimd  the  EngBsh  barque  "  Saxon,*  belonging 
to  Messrs.  Saxon,  Anderson,  and  Co.,  of  Cape  Town,  taking  in  wool,  she  immediately 
seized  and  took  forcible  possession  of  the  same.  It  was  aUeged  as  the  reason  for  so  doing, 
that  she  (the  "  Saxon**)  had  on  board  wool  liiat  had  been  previouslv  diaembarked  by  tto, 
"Tuscaloosa**  prize  to  the  Confederate  war-steamer  "Alabama.*  The  crew  of  the 
captiured  vesset  with  the  exception  of  the  mate,  who  was  shot  (but  under  what  circum- 
stances I  could  not  ascertain),  was  put  on  board  the  British  schooner  "  Isabdi,"  in  ordear 
to  be  forwarded  to  Ca^  Town.  The  "  Saxon**  left  the  1st  instant, — ^it  is  reported  for 
New  York. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  I  proceeded  to  the  islwd  of  Ichaboe,  and  theie 
heard  that  the  "  Vanderbilt**  sailed  from  Angra  Pequena  on  the  2nd»  after  having  taken 
on  board  goals  that  were  deposited  at  Penquin  Island  in  that  harbour,  the  pn>pexty  of 
Saxon,  Anderson,  and  Co.  I  was  also  informed  that  the  "  Isabel**  had  gone  to  the  nortibr 
ward  on  tilie  coast  completing  her  cargo,  preparatory  to  her  return  to  Cape  Town,  From 
orders  precluding  my  searching  furS^r  to  the  northward  for  the  "vanderbilt**  than 
Ichaboe  Islands.  I  made  th^  best  of  my  way  to.  rejoin  your  flag,  and  beg  to  report  my 
arrival  h^^re  thas  momjng.  I  have,  &a 

(Signed)  CHARLES  C.  FORSYTH. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  1. 

Messrs,  Saxon  and  Co.  to  Rear-Admiral  Si^;  B.  Walker. 

Sir,  Cape  Town,  November  6, 1863. 

WE  have  the  hcmour  to  report  that  the  schooner  "  Atlas,**  belonging  to  the  second 
Undersigned^  arrived  at  i3m  pprt  on  the  4th  instant ;  and  the  master  reports  that  he  was 
boarded  a  few  d^.ys  previous  in  sight  of  the  coast  by  sik  armed  boat  from  the  United 
States*  steanuer  "  VanderbUt^**  aiid  that  he  was  called  upon  by  the  officer  in  charge  and 
n^ide  to  show  his  log-book  and  papers ;  after  which  the>  vessel*s  cabin  and  hold  were 
searched  throughout,  and  the  vessd  detained  a  considerable  time.  . 

The  njaster  of  the  **  Atlas**  further  reports  that  the  officer  in  chaige  inquired 
respecting  the  movements  of  the  vessels  on  the  coasts  and  mentioning  the  names  of  two 
belonging  to  us  that  are  at  present  loading  ^uano  at  the  Bntish  islaoid  of  Ichaboe,  and 
stOttipg  his  intention,  of  subjeotiDg  those  vess^  to  the  sama^ordeal  aiid^^iadignitiges* 
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We  vvvald  naq3ettAiUy  sdieit  yoiiir  Excellaiey  that  tiiis  is  most  unuBiud  conduct  on 
tke  part  of  a  foreign  vessel  of  war  on  a  coloniid  coasts  and  as  this  is  calculated  very 
aaioufily  to  kiterfere  with  British  cotnmerce^  we  would  solicit  yoiu*  taking  such  steps  as  to 
you  may  be  considered  best 

(Signed)  'wk  ANDERSON,  SAXON  &  CO, 

DE  PASS,  SPENCE  &  CO. 
Pro  R.  GRANGER  &  CO. 
G.  N.  EBDEN. 


No.  2. 

JSivi  Elliot  to  Mr.  Hcmmondn — {Becei/ved  December  24.) 

Sir  Downing  Street,  December  24,  i863. 

I  AM  direct^  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  transmit  to  jou^  for  the  consideration 
ef  Earl  Russell^  cctpies  of  two  despatches  from  ihe  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope, 
with  a  copy  oi  another  from  tiie  Governor  o£  St.  Helena,  respecting  the  movements  and 
proceedings  of  the  United  States'  sloop-of-war  "  Vanderbilt.'' 

fey  two  of  these  despatches  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  ground  to  apprehend  that 
this  sloop  has  seized  a  British  vessel  tmlawfiilly.  The  next  despatches  from  the  Cape 
may  be  expected  to  hring  ftdler  particulars  and  more  direct  evidence,  but  in  the  mean- 
while the  Ehike  of  Newcastie  loses  no  time  in  putting  Earl  Russell  in  possession  of  so 
ULUch  information  has  as  yet  been  received  on  the  subject 

I  am^  kc 
(Signed)  T.  FEEDK  ELLIOT, 


Indo^ure  1  in  No.  2i 
Sir  Pi  WodehausB  to  the  Dnke  of  Newcastle. 


My  Lord  Duke,  Government  Hotue,  Cape  Town,  October  26,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  retH»rt  to  ymir  Grace,  that  the  United  States'  war-steamer 
**  Vandftrbilt^*^.  had  again  visited  this  colony. 

On  h&t  krriVal  in  Table  Bay,  the  Commander  landed  and  delivered  to  me  a  letter,  in 
wlmdi  he  represented  himself  to  be  in  want  of  coals  and  repairs.  On  my  ol^ecting,  with 
regard  to  m&  f^mner^  that  three  months  had  not  ^psed  since  he  had  taken  in  a  supply 
al  Shnon's  Bay,  he  urged^  that  under  Her  Majesty^s  instructions  the  (Governor  of  a  colony 
possessed  the  power  to  grant  '^special  permisBion,"'  as  an  exception  to  the  general 
r^ulations  on  the  subject,  and  he  added,  tnat  it  waa  within  his  own  knowledge  that  the 
Confederstid  itieamer  **  Georgia^'  had  cdled  at  Barbadoes  twenty-seven  days  after  coaling 
at  the  Bahamas;  that  the  '^Florida''  had  at  Bermuda  taken  in  coals  sufficient  for  a 
month,  when  three  days  would  have  taken  her  to  a  Confederate  port,  and  that  he  himself 
had  lately  been  allowed  to  coal  at  the  Mauritius,  although  the  Governor  was  aware  of 
his  having  coaled  at  Simon^s  Bay.  I  itiformed  him,  that  I  would  send  an  answer  to  his 
application  on  the  following  day,  and  accordingly,  after  duly  considering  aU  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  I  directed  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  acquaint  him,  that  I  did  not  feel 
at  liberty,  imder  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  grant  "special  permission"  for  the 
fihipment  of  the  coals. 

1  inclose  copies  of  the  correspondence,  and  trust  your  Grace  will  approve  of  the 
decision.  I  have,  &;c. 

(Signed)  P.  E.  WODEHOUSE 


Lidosure  2  in  No.  2. 

CornmMvier  Baldwin^  U.S.N.,  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 

Sir,  ''  VamderUlt,''  Ckupe  Toim,  October  22,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  make  known  to  your  Excellency  the  arrival  here  of 
this  ship. 
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I  have  come  to  this  harbour  for  the  purpose  of  making  some  necessary  repairs  to  m j 
machinery,  and  also  to  get  a  supply  of  fuel 

I  therefore  ask  yoiu*  Excellences  permission  to  lie  here  for  the  above-mentioned 
purposes  the  necessary  time,  say,  from  four  to  six  working  days. 

I  Jiave  AC 
(Signed)  CHAS.  K  BALDWIN. 


Indosure  3  in  No.  2. 
ITie  Colonial  Secretary  to  Commander  Baldwin,  U.  S.  N. 

Sir,  Colonial  Office,  October  23,  1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  has  given  his  best  con- 
sideration to  the  letter  whidi  he  had  the  honour  of  receiving  from  you  vesterday,  as  well 
as  to  the  verbal  representations  you  made  to  him  relative  to  the  issue  of  coaJs  to  American 
vessels-of-war  by  the  "  special  permission'*  of  the  Grovemors  of  other  British  colonies,  aa 
an  exception  to  general  directions  of  the  British  Grovemment  on  the  subject. 

Looking  to  the  stringent  nature  of  the  instructions  he  has  reodved,  the  Grovemor 
entertains  some  doubt  whether  the  authority  to  grant  ^special  permission'*  be  really 
vested  in  himself.  But  he  considers  that  there  are  special  circiunstances  affecting  the 
ship  under  your  command  sufficient  in  themselves  to  guide  him  in  dealing  with  yoiu* 
application* 

It  has  been  the  tmvarying  desire  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  abstain,  as  far  as 
practicable,  from  affording  to  either  of  the  parties  engaged  in  the  American  civil  war, 
assistance  in  the  prosecution  of  hostilities  towards  each  other;  and  accordingly,  in 
regulating  the  issue  of  coals  at  British  ports  to  their  ships-of-war,  the  object  has  mani- 
festly been  to  restrict  those  issues  to  the  supplies  needed  for  carrying  them  to  some 
defined  destination  in  foreign  parts,  or  from  some  foreign  port  to  then*  own  coxmtry,  and 
not  to  facilitate  their  cruizing  wr  an  indefinite  period  for  purposes  of  the  war. 

Applying  this  principle  to  the  case  of  the  "  Vanderbiit "  the  Gk>vemor  finds  that 
on  her  way  from  South  America  to  the  Cape  she  coaled  at  the  British  colony  of  St. 
Helena ;  that  shortly  after  that  she  coaled  again  at  Simon's  Bay,  and  that  after  remaining 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  ports  for  a  time,  she  proceeded  to  Mauritius,  where  she  coaled 
again,  and  then  returned  to  this  colony. 

It  is  also  matter  of  notoriety  that  the  object  of  her  movements  has  been  to  intercept 
the  Confederate  cruisers  which  have  lately  visited  our  shores.  Under  these  circum* 
stances,  with  the  information  now  before  hun,  the  Governor  believes  that  he  would  be 
acting  in  opposition  to  the  spirit  of  Her  Majesty's  instructions  if  he  were  to  grant 
^  special  permission  "  for  the  issue  of  coals  within  the  limited  term  of  three  months. 

His  Excellency  has  no  objection  to  offer  to  your  remaining  in  port  for  the  time 
required  for  the  completion  of  indispensable  repairs. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  RAWSON  W.  RAWSON. 


Indosure  4  in  No.  2. 
Sir  P.  Wodehonse  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

My  Lord  Duke,  Government  Ilotise,  Cape  Town,  November  20,  1863. 

WITH  reference  to  my  recent  despatches  respecting  the  Federal  and  Confederate 
war-steamers  "VanderbUt"  and  "Alabama,"  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  commu- 
nications received  from  the  naval  Commander-in-chief  of  this  station,  from  which  your 
Grace  will  learn  that  acts  of  very  questionable  legality  have  been  committed  by  the 
Federal  steamer  "  Vanderbiit." 

As  the  crew  of  the  captiu-ed  vessel  have  not  yet  reached  Cape  Town,  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  supply  your  Grace  with  more  precise  information  by  this  maiL 

I  have.  &c 
(Signed)  P.  K  WODEHOUSK 
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IncloBure  5  in  No,  2, 

Bear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  Sir  P.  Wodehause. 

Sir,  **  Narcissus/*  Simons  Bay,  November  15,  1863. 

I  BEG  to  forward  for  your  ExceUency's  information,  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  have 
received  from  Captain  Forsyth,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  **  Valorous,"  who  has  tliis  morning 
returned  to  this  anchorage  firom  Ichaboe,  reporting  the  captiu-e  of  the  colonial  vessel 
**  Saxon,'*  by  the  United  States'  ship-of-war  "  Vanderbilt^"  at  Angra  Pequena,  on  the 
30th  ultimo. 

I  have,  &c 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER 


Indosure  6  in  No.  2. 


Cofptain  Forsyth  to  Bear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker,  November  15,  1863. 

[See  Indosure  2  in  No.  1.] 


Indosure  7  in  No.  2. 
Sir  C.  Elliot  to  H^  Duke  of  Newcastle, 


My  Lord  Duke,  St.  Helena,  November  17,  1863. 

THE  United  States'  sloop  "  Vanderbilt"  called  off  this  port  on  the  10th  instant, 
but  did  not  anchor.  Commanaer  Baldwin  was  so  good  as  to  send  me  a  few  newspapers, 
from  which  I  collect  that  he  had  come  on  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  after  having 
been  as  far  to  the  eastward  as  the  Mauritius.  The  "  Vanderbilt"  leffc  this  place,  steerii^ 
about  west-north-west. 

2.  I  learn  from  an  officer  who  visited  the  **  VanderbUt^''  that  it  was  said  on  board 
she  had  called  at  Angra  Pequena  Bay,  and  captured  there  or  in  that  neighbourhood  the 
British  barque  "  Saxon,"  bdonging,  as  I  am  mformed,  to  a  firm  at  Cape  Town.  It  was 
said  that  this  barque  had  on  board  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  American  barque  **  Sea  Bride,** 
taken  a  few  months  since  by  the  "  Alabama,'*  and  armed,  as  I  am  informed,  from  that 
vessel,  either  as  a  tender  to  the  Confederate  ship,  or  under  a  Commission,  said  to  be  issued 
by  the  Commander  of  the  "Alabama."  It  has  also  been  stated  here  that  the  *^  Vande^bUt" 
found  and  appropriated  a  considerable  quantity  of  coal  at  Angra  Pequena,  intended  for 
the  **  Alabama  ;**  whether  waterbome  or  on  shore  I  cannot  say. 

3.  Your  Grace  wiQ  probably  have  correct  particulars  of  the  case  direct  from  th6  Cape, 
but  I  have  thought  it  right  to  mention  what  has  reached  me  upon  the  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  ELLIOT. 


No.  3. 
Messrs.  Sinclair,  Hamilton,  and  Co.,  to  Earl  Bussell. — {Beceived  January  5.) 

My  Lord,  11,  St.  Helenas  Place,  London,  January  4,  1864. 

yflEi  have  the  hondur  to  address  your  Lordship  as  the  Agents  in  this  country  of 
Messrs.  W.  Anderson,  Saxon,  and  Co.,  Cape  Town,  Cape  Good  Hope,  with  r^erence  to 
the  seizure  by  the  United  States  steamer  **  Vanderbilt,"  of  the  British  barque  "  Saxon,** 
belon^ng  to  them. 

We  are  informed  that  that  vessel  has  been  sent  to  New  York  in  charge  of  a  prize 
crew.  The  original  crew  are,  we  believe,  now  at  Cape  Town,  except  the  chief  mate,  who 
is  said  to  have  been  killed,  but  as  the  crew  had  not  arrived  at  the  date  of  the  last  advices, 
we  must  await  arrival  of  the  next  mail  before  we  can  lay  before  your  Lordship  the 
depositions  of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  ^  Saxon.** 
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We  presume  your  Lordship  is  alread j  in  possession  of  the  information  ooUected  by 
the  Commander  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "Valoroua"  Our  information  is,  that  the 
"  Saxon"  was  seized  while  at  anchor,  ad  We  believe,  in  British  waters.  The  ground  of 
the  seizure  is  alleged  to  be,  that  the  "  Saxon**  had  on  board  cargo  that  had  been  landed 
by  the  Confederate  vessels-of-war  and  had  been  taken  from  Federal  prizes.  We  have  no 
detailed  information  on  this  subject,  but  assuming  the  fact  to  be  as  stated,  we  are  advised 
that  it  would  form  no  groimd  for  the  seizure  of  the  ship. 

We  have  further  to  inform  yout  Lordship,  that  Messra  W.  Andetson,  ftaxon,  and 
Oo.,  had  stored,  on  Penguin  Island,  British  territory,  256  tons  of  c6alls,  whidh  are 
teported  to  have  been  either  seized  or  destroyed  by  the  Conimander  of  the  *  Vandetbilt* 
For  the  present  we  shall  abstaili  from  remarking  ftirther  on  this  ptoceedihg  until  Vre 
receive  direct  evidence  of  the  fitcts ;  but  in  the  meantime  we  have  to  beg  iiiat  vout 
Lordship  will  cause  such  steps  to  be  taken  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  protedion  of  our 
friends  Messts.  Aliderson,  Saxon,  and  Co.,  whose  rights  as  British  subjects  have  thus  been 
infringed. 

inTe  have.  &c 
(Signed)  SINCLAIR  HAMILTON  &  CO, 

Ifo.  4. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Messrs.  Sinclair  and  Co. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office^  January  6,  1864. 

I  AM  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ofvour  letter  of  the  4th 
instant,  respecting  the  seizure  of  l^e  barque  '' Sax<Hi''  by  the  United  States  steamer 
"  Vanderbilt ;"  and  I  am  to  inform  you  that  this  case  is  imder  the  consideration  of  Her 
Majesty's  Gk)vemment. 

I  am,  kc* 
(Sighed)  R  fiAMMOND. 

No.  5. 

Consvl  Archibald  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  Jcmuary  9.) 

My  Lord,  New  York,  December  23,  1863. 

r  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  herewith  enclosed,  for  your  Lordship's  informatioui 
a  copy  of  my  despatch  of  this  date  to  Lord  t4yons»  reporting  the  arrival  at  this  port  of 
the  barque  "  Saxon,"  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew. 

.1  have>  Ac 

(Signed)  £.  M.  ABOHIBALB. 


Inclosure  1  in  No,  5. 
Consul  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  New  York,  December  23, 1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  rg)ort  to  your  Lordship  the  arrival  at  this  port^  in  charge  of 
a  prize  crew,  from  the  United  States  ship  "  Vanderbilt,**  of  the  British  barque  "  Saxon'*  of 
Cape  Town. 

The  "  Saxon**  was  captured  by  the  **  Vanderbilt**  at  Angra  Pequena,  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa^  on  the  29tti  October  last  Hbt  cargo  consists  principally  of  wool^  and  is 
stated  to  have  been  part  of  the  oar^o  of  the  American  barque  ''Conrad,**  heretofore 
captured  bv  the  Confederate  States*  ship  **  Alabama,**  The  enclosed  slip  from  the  newi^ 
papers  of  tnis  morning  containd  aU  the  information  I  have  as  yet  obtained  in  teferenoe  td 
this  capture. 

Ihave^  &c 
(Signed)  £.  M.  ABOHIBALD. 
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Indeeure  2  in  No.  5w 

depart  qfi^  Q(x0ure  oftfi^  ^^ScucanJ' 
Thq  bvtjue  "  3axoBi,'^  captured  qn  the  west  coast  of  Africa  by  the  cruizer  "  Vanderbilt'' 

THE  barque  "  Saxon/'  of  Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  arrived  at  this  port  last 
evening,  from  Angra  Fequ^Mk,  West^  Coasi  »  Afrieft,  m  dbarge  of  Acting-Master  E.  S. 
Kejrser,  of  the  United  States'  steamer  *  Vanderbilt."  The  "  Saxon''  was  captured  by  the 
"  Vanderbilt"  on  the  28th  of  October,  at  the  abovB  place,  about  four  hxmdred  miles  north 
of  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope.  She  had  on  board  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  barque  "  Conrad," 
which  vessel  was  captured  ly  the  privateer  "  Alabama^'^  and  afterwards  converted  into  the; 
privateer  "  Tuscaloosa."    The  cargo  is  principally  wooL 

The  ***Saxo»"  was  fbimeriy  i£e  American  barque  "  Lucy  Johnson,"  of  New  London, 
but  was  wrecked  at  Table  Bay,  and  was  subsequently  pur^ased  by  Mesfflns.  Anderson  and 
Saxon,  of  (^e  Town ;  she  is  about  280  tons  burthen. 

The  "  ITanderWlt,"  also,  found  at  Penguin  Islajid,  200  tons  of  coal,  which  had  been 
left  tlt^re  for  the  bendit  (^  the  rebel  privateers.  It  waa  confiscated  by  the  Captain  of  the 
^  Yandetbilti"    All  ob  boavd  the  '^  Vanderbilt'^  are  well 


No.  6. 

Cbnet^  AreMheM  to  Ewl  Huasetl. — {Received  January  1&.) 

My  I'^*"^^  New  Yorhy  Jomua/ry  5,  1864.- 

REffEKRINGt  to  my  despatch,  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  reporting  the  capture 
and  amvfiJi  at' this  port ^ of  the  barque  "Saxon,"  of  Cape  Town,  I  now  have  the  honotir 
to  tranfflDftit,  herewith  inclosed,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  a  copy  of  my  despatch 
erf  this  date  to  Lord  Lyons,  reportii^  the  further  proceedings  in  tfee  case  of  tiie^ 
•*  Saxon,"  and  incloeang  a  copy  of  a  depoation  made  before  me  by  the  late  seccmd  mate  of 
that  vefiiael 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  M.'ARCHIBALIX. 


Lxclosure  1  in  No.  6. 
Consul  ArchiboM  to  Lord  Ej/ons. 


Ify  Lord,  New  York  January  3,  1864. 

REEERRINQ  to  my  despatch  of  the  23rd  ultipao,  in  reference  to  'the 
capture  and  arrival  at  this  port  of  the  barque  **  Saxon"  of  Cape  Town,  I  now  have  the 
honoiir  to  report  that  testimony  in  preparo^orio  has  been  taten  before  the  Prize- Com- 
missioners, an4  a  Ubel  has  been  filed,  the  process  on  which  is  returnable  on  the  19th 
instant.  I  have  accordingly  directed  an  appearance  and  claim  to  be  entered  in  my  name, 
as  Consul,  cm  behalf  of  aj3sent  owners  of  vessel  and  cargo^  who  appear  to  have  no  agent 
or  correspondent  at  this  port^  in  order  to  prevent  a  judgment  by  defeult,  and  to  gpin 
time  for  their  defence,  and  for  proof  in  support  of  their  claims. 

Of  the  crew  of  the  "  Saxon"  the  captors  brought  over  the  second  mate,  named 
Ijavid  Aitcheson,  and  the  cook,  named  Williiam  Johnson.  I  was  yesterday  enabfed  to 
obtain  the  deposition  of  the  second  mate  in  relation  to  the  circiunstances  connected  with 
the  capture  of  the  *^Saxon,"  and  more  especially  respecting  the  shootii^  of  the  chief 
mate,  J  ames  Gray,  by  a  Mr.  Donohoe,  an  officer  of  the  **  Yanderbilt "  who  waa  at  the. 
time  on  duty  on  board  the  **  Saxon." 

The  second  mate,  Aitcheson,  is  a  very  intelligent  young  man,  and  fix)m  the  state- 
ments in  his  deposition,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  herewith 
inclosed,  for  your  Lordship's  information ;  the  shooting  of  the  mate  Gray  apjpears  to  have 
been  an  act  of  wilful  murder.  I  presume  that  a  report  of  the  fexrts  of  the  case  will, 
before  this  time,  have  reached  Her  Majesty's  Government  from  Cape  Town.  The  second 
miate  has  shipped  at  this  port  on  board  the  barque  "  Cleveland,"  a  British  vessel  which 
sailed  from  hence  yest^day,  bound  for  London,  where  he  can  be  had  for  -ftirther 
examination,  if  requisite,    I  have  been  unable^to  obtain  the  name  and  address  of  the 
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consignees  in  London^  of  the  ^'  Cleveland."     The  name  and  address  of  the  owner  is 
Solomon  Mease,  North  Shields. 

I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  procure  the  attendance  before  me  of  William 
Johnson,  the  cook  of  the  "  Saxon.''  I  am  informed,  however,  by  the  second  mate,  that 
he,  the  cook,  was  not  a  witness  of  the  shooting  of  the  mate  by  the  officer,  Donohoe. 

I  have,  ko. 
(Signed)  K  M.  ARCHIBALD. 


Indoeure  2  in  No.  6. 
Affidavit  of  the  Second  Mate  of  the  ^'  Saxon!' 

British  Constdate,  New  York. 

DAVID  AITCHISON,  a  native  of  Dundee,  Scotland,  mariner,  of  the  age  of 
29  years,  at  present  at  New  York,  maketh  oath,  and  saith  as  follows  : 

On  the  23rd  of  August  last  I  shipped  at  Cape  Town  on  board  the  barque  "  Saxon,*' 
of  Cape  Town,  Stephen  Sheppard,  master,  for  a  voyage  to  Ascension,  An^ra  Pequena, 
and  lahnouth,  for  orders.  I  shipped  as  second  mate ;  the  mate's  name  was  James  Gray, ' 
a  native  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland.  We  sailed  from  Cape  Town  early  in  September ;  I  do 
not  remember  the  day,  and  proceeded  to  Ascension.  We  carried  cattle  and  forage,  being 
partly  in  ballast.  We  landed  the  cattle  at  Ascension,  where  we  remained  seven  days, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Angra  Pequena,  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  where  we  arrived 
about  the  middle  of  October.  About  the  23rd  of  October  we  began  to  take  in  cargo. 
We-  were  delayed  in  loading  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  agent.  Captain  Boyoe,  who  had 

S)ne  down  to  leeward.  We  laded  156  bales  of  wool  and  hides ;  30  of  the  bales  were 
des.  We  were  five  days  in  loading.  The  wool  and  hides  were  lying  on  the  shore,  and 
were  brought  off  in  a  large  flat-bottomed  boat.  On  the  day  that  the  loading  of  the 
"Saxon"  was  completed,  the  United  States'  steam  ship  "  VanderbUf  aryived  at  Angra 
Pequena,  and  anchored  about  a  mile  or  a  nule  and  a  half  from  us.  She  s^it  a  boat  with 
two  officers  and  a  crew  on  board  of  the  "  Saxon."  One  of  the  officers  was  named 
Donohoe ;  he  was  an  acting  master's  mate.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  boarding  party 
had  some  conversation  with  Captain  Sheppard,  and  had  the  j^r-hatch  taken  on,  and 
looked  at  the  cargo.  He  demanded  the  ship's  papers,  which  were  handed  to  him  by 
Captain  Sheppard,  who  asked  to  have  them  bacl^  as  he  was  loaded  and  ready  for  sea. 
The  officer  refused  to  return  them,  and  said  he  would  take  them  on  board  the  "  Vander- 
bilt."  The  officer  then  returned  with  the  boat's  crew  to  the  "  Vanderbilt,"  taking  the 
papers,  and  leaving  on  board  the  "  Saxon"  the  officer  Donohoe  above  mentioned,  in  charge 
of  the  "  Saxon."  We  then  went  to  dinner  in  the  cabin  of  the  "  Saxon ;"  that  is,  Captam 
Sheppard,  the  mate  James  Gray,  the  officer  Donohoe,  and  myself.  Donohoe  well  knew 
Gray  to  be  the  mate  of  the  barqua  Late  in  the  afternoon  three  boats'  crews  from  the 
"  VanderbUt"  came  on  board  of  us,  being  in  all  about  fifty  men,  aU  armed.  The  men  all  had 
a  glass  of  grog  on  board  the  "  Saxon,"  being  wet  in  commg  on  board.  The  officer  in  charge 
of  the  whole  party  was  a  Lieutenant  Keefe  ;  he  said  his  orders  were  to  get  the  barque 
under  weigh,  and  bring  her  down  the  lagoon. 

I^tms  time  the  "Vanderbilt"  sighted  a  barque  outside,  and  proceeded  to  sea  afl^er 
her.  The  "  Saxon  "  was  then  got  under  weigh,  and  proceeded  a  short  way  down  the 
lagoon,  and  then  anchored  again.  Captain  Sheppard  asked  Mr.  Keefe  for  permission  to 
send  on  shore  some  salt  beef,  pork,  and  bread  for  six  men,  who  had  been  agisting  in 
loading  the  **  Saxon,"  tmtil  a  supply  shotild  come  for  them  from  Cape  Town.  Lieutenant 
Keefe  granted  permission,  and  a  signal  being  made  for  the  six  men,  they  came  ofi*  in  their 
boat.  They  were  men  who  carriea  on  the  business  of  digging  guano,  and  sealing,  and 
had  been  for  eight  months  and  upwards  at  that  and  other  neignbouring  places  on  the 
coast,  under  chaige  of  Captain  Boyce.  When  the  men  came  on  board  they  went  to  get 
tlieir  provisions  out  of  the  cask,  under  the  superintendance  of  the  master  and  mate  of 
the  "  Saxon."  There  was  some  little  confusion,  and  Lieutenant  Keefe  told  Captain 
Sheppard  that  the  men  had  got  enough  provisions,  and  ordered  Captain  Sheppard  and 
the  mate  Gray  to  go  into  the  cabin.  Mr.  Keefe  and  the  Captain  proceeded  aft  together, 
and  went  up  the  steps  of  the  poop,  the  mate  following  close  after  them.  The  Captain 
went  down  the  companion  way  into  the  cabin,  and  as  tne  mate  went  up  the  steps  of  the 
poop,  and  was  going  aft  towards  the  companion  way,  the  officer  Donohoe,  above-mentioned, 
who  was  stationed  at  the  break  of  the  poop,  called  him  back,  and  took  hold  of  him, 
trying  to  stop  him.     A  stout  man,  belonging  to  the  "Vanderbilt,"  who  stood  behind 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Donohoe,  pushed  the  mate  forward,  at  the  same  time  that  Donohoe  also  took  hold  of  the 
mate  to  push  him  forward  The  mate  being  thus  pushed  was  falling  forward,  down  the 
poop  steps,  when  Donohoe  fired  at  him  with  a  revolver,  and  shot  him, — ^the  ball  entering 
the  mate's  head  below  the  right  ear.  The  mate  fell  on  the  deck  apparently  dead.  I  was 
standing  near  the  mainmast  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence,  and  saw  all  that  passed 
I  was  about  six  or  eight  yards  distant.  On  seeing  Gray  fall  I  immediately  went  to  him, 
and  lifted  up  his  head.  He  never  spoke,  and  must  have  been  dead  within  half  a  minute 
after  falling.  As  I  took  the  mate's  head  on  my  knee,  I  heard  Donohoe  say,  "  We  must 
obey  orders,''  or,  "  he  must  obey  orders," — ^I  am  not  sure  which.  About  a  minute  after- 
wards he  added,  "Well,  it  is  an  accident^  my  revolver  was  cocked."  On  hearing  the 
report  of  the  revolver  Captain  Sheppard  came  running  out  of  the  cabin,  and  saw  Gray 
lying  on  the  deck,  and  said  to  me,  "  Is  Gray  dead  ? '  I  repUed,  "  Yes,  Sir."  He  said, 
**  Poor  Gray,  he  has  been  with  me  for  six  years."  Lieutenant  Keefe,  who  was  standing 
on  th^  poop,  called  out,  "  Is  that  man  d^ad  ?"  Several  of  us  replied  "  Yes.'*  He  said 
"  Then  put  him  down  the  after-hold,  and  put  the  hatches  on."  Tne  body  was  put  down 
there  accordingly.  When  Mr.  Donohoe  stopped  the  mate,  the  mate  said  he  belonged  aft, 
and  he  wanted  to  go  to  his  cabin.  When  the  revolver  was  fired,  all  the  men  of  the 
"  Vanderbilt,"  who  were  oh  board,  drew  their  cutlasses,  which  fiightened  the  six  men 
who  had  come  firom  the  shore,  and  they  thereupon  rushed  over  the  vessel's  side  into  their 
boat  and  went  ashore. 

The  whole  of  the  men  fi:om  the  "  Vanderbilt "  remained  on  board  the  "  Saxon  "  all 
night  and  until  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day,  when  the  "  Vanderbilt "  returned  from 
sea.  We  had  our  flag  half-mast.  A  boat  was  sent  firom  the  "  Saxon  "  on  board  the 
•*  Vander'bilt,"  to  tell  them  of  the  mate's  having  been  shot.  On  the  same  evening  the 
corpse  was  buried  on  the  shore.  That  night  the  prize-crew  came  on  board,  consisting  of 
a  Captain  Keyser  and  fifteen  hands,  and  the  next  day  the  "  Saxon"  was  got  under  weigh, 
and  proceeded  to  New  York.  Captain  Sheppard,  and  ten  of  the  crew,  were  landed  at 
Angra  Pequena.  Myself  and  the  cook,  Wilham  Johnson,  a  coloured  man,  were  brought 
on  to  New  York.  I  assisted  in  working  the  barque  oyer,  imder  the  orders  of  the  Prize- 
Master.  I  had  charge  of  a  watch.  We  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  22nd  tiltimo.  I 
was  detained  one  day  on  board  of  the  guard  ship,  and  for  two  days  in  the  House  of 
Detention,  and  gave  my  evidence  before  the  Prize  Commissioners.  I  told  them  about  the 
shooting  of  the  mate,  but  they  did  not  take  dowil  my  evidence  on  that  point. 

(Signed)  DAVID  AITCHISON. 

Sworn  by  the  said  David  Aitchison  at  the  British  Constilate,  New  York,  this  4th 
day  of  January,  A.D.,  1864,  before  me. 

(Signed)  E.  M.  ARCHIBALD, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul. 

No.  7. 
Earl  Riissell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  January  21,  1864. 

THE  fact  of  the  capture  of  the  British  vessel  "  Saxon,"  at  Angra  Pequena,  on  the 
Coast  of  Africa,  by  the  United  States'  steamer-of-war  "  Vanderbilt,"  wiQ  have  been  made 
known  to  your  Lordship  by  the  arrival  of  that  vesseF  at  New  York,  in  charge  of  a  prize 
crew.  I  inclose,  for  your  mformation,  copies  of  the  papers  relating  to  the  transaction 
•which  have  been  transmitted  to  this  office  from  various  quarters. 

I  should  inform  you  that  Angra  Pequena  is  not  a  possession  of  the  British  Crown, 
thougb  situated  at  no  great  distance  from  Her  Majesty's  possessions  on  that  coast. 

The  Law  Officers  have  not  yet  sufficient  information  before  them  to  enable  them  to 
fbrm  a  definitive  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter 
ifirhich  has  been  addressed  by  my  direction  to  the  Admiralty,  to  the  Colonial  Office,  and 
to  Messrs.  Sinclair,  Hamilton,  and  Co.,  that  I  am  endeavouring  to  obtain  it  for  them. 

Li  the  meantime,  however,  I  have  to  instruct  your  Lordship  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  €rovemment  of  the  United  States  to  the  apparently  extraordinary  circumstance  of 
the  capture  at  so  great  a  distance  from  American  waters  of  a  British  colonial  vessel, 
which  was  certainly  not  exposed  to  the  suspicion  of  contemplating  any  breach  of 
blockade,  or,  so  far  as  appears,  of  carrying  contraband  of  war  to  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States ;  and  your  Lordship  will  request  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
either  to  direct  the  immediate  release  of  the  "  Saxon,''  with  proper  compensaltion  to  the 
owners,  or  at  least  to  explain  the  ground  on  whidi  her  seizure  and  detention  are  supposed 
to  be  lustified. 
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I  reoeived  the  day  before  yesterday  from  Mr.  Consul  Archibald  a  copy  of  the  depoai- 
tiou  which  haa  been  communicated  to  your  Lordship  respecting  the  murder  of  the  mate  of 
the  "  Saxon,"  at  the  time  of  her  captiu-e  by  one  of  the  ofl&cers  of  the  **  Vanderbilt,"  and 
aa  soon  aa  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  the  view  taken  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
transaction^  I  shall  Anmish  your  Lordship  with  such  special  instructions  on  that  fiNitoxe 
in  the  case  as  they  may  recommend. 

I  am,&c. 
(Signed)  BUSSELL, 

Na  8. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty* 

ffir,         "  Foreign  Office^  January  21, 1861. 

I  AM  directed  by  Earl  RusseU  to  request  that  you  will  acquaint  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Adnuralty,  that  his  Lordship  haa  been  in  commimicaticm  with  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  on  the  subject  of  the  capture,  at  Angra  Pequena,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  of  the  British  vessel  *  Saxon,''  by  the  United  States'  steamer  **^Vanderbilt,''  to 

atnd  altlBiO, 

which  the  attention  of  this  Office  was  called  by  your  letter  of  the  244K  ultimo,  and  by  similar 
oonmiunications  received  from  other  quarters.  4uinSS^ 

The  Law  Officers  have,  however^  stated  to  Lord  Russell^  that  they  cannot  finaify 
advise  his  Lorddup  as  to  the  course  which  should  be  taken  in  the  matter,  without  having 
before  them  a  fuUer  communication  of  facts ;  and  they  desire  particularly  to  be  informecC 
when^  and  by  what  means,  and  for  what  cooosideration,  or  under  what  arrangements^  the 
*"  Saxon''  became  interested  or  concerned  in  the  shipment  or  carriage  of  the  wooi  taJLen 
by  the  "*  Alabama^"  in  the  ^  Sea  Bride,"t  which  had  been  deposited  at  Ajogia  Pequena ; 
and  whether  the  coals,  stated  to  have  been  seized  by  the  "  Vanderbilt,"  were,  at  the  time 
of  seizure,  on  ship-board  or  on  kgod,  and  whether  they  had  been  conveyed  or  had  been 
deposited  in  the  place  where  they  were  found  by  the  "  Saxon"  for  any  purpose  connaoted 
with  the  supply  of  the  ""  Alabama." 

I  am  to  request  that  you  will  [tmove  the  Lords  Gommisioners  of  the  Admiralty  to 
take  such  steps  as  they  may  judge  most  calculated  to]  enable  his  Lordship  to  lay  h^Ebse 
theXaw  Officers  the  information  desired  by  them  on  the  several  points  to  which  I  have 
adverted. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  HAMMOND. 

No.  9. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  Janiux/ry  23.) 

Sir,  Admiralty,  January  22,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  to  state,  for  the  information  of  Eaii  Russell,  that  Bear- 
Admiral  Sir  Baldwin  Walker  will  ^^e  called  upon  to  report  on  the  points  therein  mentioned 
with  regard  to  the  case  of  the  British  vessel  **  Saxon,  captured  at  Angra  Pequena  by  the 
United  States'  steamer  "  Vanderbilt." 

My  Lords  would  suggest  that  information  on  this  subject  might  also  be  obtained 
from  the  Governor  of  the  Uape  of  Good  Hopa 

I  am,  &a 
(Signed)  C.  PAGET,* 


Na  10. 

iTie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr*  Hammond. — {Received  January  29.) 

Sir,  Admiralty,  Jam^uary  25,  1864. 

I  AM  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send  you  here^ 
with,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  and  with  reference  to  previous  correspondence,  a 

*  A  similar  letter  was  sent  to  Colonial  Office  and  Messrs.  Sinclair,  Hamilton,  and  Co. 
t  For  the  "Sea  Bride,'*  read  the  "Tuscaloosa.*' 
i  The  passage  in  brackets  omitted  to  Messrs.  Hamilton. 
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copy  of  a  letter,  dated  ihe  iTth  ultimo,  from  Boar-Admiral  Sir  Baldwin  W.  Walker, 
Bart,  raepeoting  the  seizure  of  the  British  colonial  vessel  **  Saxon,^  at  Angra  Pequei»» 
by  the  United  States  ship-of-war  **  Vanderbilt/'  together  with  copies  of  ihe  stat^ 
meats  of  the  Master  and  orew  of  the  **  Saxon'^  of  the  oiroumstanoes  attending  tlie 


seusore. 


I  am,  Ac 
(Signed)  W,  G.  ROMAINE. 


luclosure  1  in  No.  10. 


Rear^Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  the  Seoretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Sir,  ^^Narcistusr  Simon's  Bay,  December  17,  1863. 

REFERRING  to  tny  letter,  dated  the  I7th  ultimo,  reporting  the  seizure  of  the 
British  colonial  vessel  "  Saxon/'  on  the  80th  October  last,  by  the  TJnited  States'  ship- 
of*war  "  VanderbUt,''  at  Angra  Pequena,  on  the  south-west  coast  of  Afirica,  I  beg  to 
indoee,  for  their  Lordships'  information,  the  statements  of  the  Master  and  crew  of  the 
**  Saxon,"  who  have  since  returned  to  Cape  Town,  containing  fiill  particulars  of  the 
prooeedings  of  the  American  officers  and  of  the  death  of  the  chief  mate  of  the  **  Saxon," 
who  was  snot  by  one  of  them  after  the  seizure  of  the  vessel. 

It  is  alleged  tliat  Penguin  Island,  at  An^rra  Pequena,  near  to  which  the  "  Saxon  *' 
WM  lying,  is  British  territory.  I  find,  on  mquiry,  it  was  annexed  to  this  colony  in 
August,  1861,  together  with  Ichabo  and  others,  as  a  guano  island,  by  a  proclamation  of 
Sir  George  (Irey,  subject  to  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  Her  Majesty  s  Government, 
biit  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  confirmed  or  noticed  in  any  way  n*om  home. 

I  have,  4kc. 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER. 


IndoBure  2  in  No.  10. 
Statement  of  the  Master  qfthe  ^^  Saxon!' 


I  SATLFiD  from  Ascension  on  the  26th  September,  and  arrived  at  Angra  Pequena 
on  the  16th  October. 

On  the  27th  I  commenced  taking  in  cargo— skins  and  wool  On  October  30th,  at 
11  A-M.,  we  finished  loadiog.  The  carpenter  then  commenced  to  batten  down  the 
hatches,  the  men  being  employed  in  deanng  decks,  and  securing  spars,  and  getting  ready 
for  sea^ 

About  1,  p,M.  we  saw  a  steamer  rounding  Angra  Pointy  which  proved  to  be  the 
Federal  man-of-war  "  VanderbUt."  She  came  to  an  anchor  abreast  of  Penguin  Island, 
lowered  a  boat^  and  sent  it  on  board  the  "  Saxon,"  with  two  oflGicers  and  a  boat's  crew>  all 
armed  At  1.30  P.M.,  she  boarded  us,  and  the  oflScer  asked  where  I  was  from.  I  told 
him  from  Ascex^ioa 

He  ihen  d«ked  how  lon£^  I  had  been  at  Angra  Pequena ;  and  I  told  him.  He  also 
asked  what  my  cargo  consisted  of;  and  I  told  him. 

He  then  requested  me  to  show  him  my  papers.  I  asked  what  authority  he  had  to 
look  at  my  papers.  He  said  Captain  Baldwin  had  sent  him  to  look  at  the  ship's  papers ; 
and  added,  "  It  is  of  no  use.  Captain,  I  must  see  your  papers."  I  then  showed  him  the 
ship's  papers.  He  read  them  and  sald^  "  Skins  and  wool ;  that  will  do,"  and  went  on 
ded^  taking  the  papers  with  him. 

He  looked  down  the  hold,  wA  asked  me  if  I  knew  where  the  skins  and  wool  came 
fr<Mn.  I  told  him  that  all  I  knew  about  it  was,  that  I  had  come  there  to  take  it  in.  He 
then  tokl  me  he  must  take  my  papers  to  Captain  Baldwin,  and  would  leave  an  officer 
on  board  to  make  a  signal  in  case  I  should  attempt  to  move  the  ship.  I  told  him 
I  was  ready  for  sea,  and  would  go,  papers  or  no  papers,  and  take  with  me  the  officer  he 
might  leave. 

He  then  said  I  had  better  try  it,  aa  t^e  steamer  would  go  faster  than  we  could.  He 
tbcQi  left  ^e  ship,  leavijog  a  jujuor  officer  on  board  At  the  same  time  that  the  officer 
1^  my  ship,  a  second  bwt^  with  another  officer  aivl  crewi  all  armed,  put  oflf  from  the 
steamert  They  came  on  board  about  2«80  p.x.,  and  took  ohargOi  plaoiug  armed  men  all 
round  the  ship,  and  driving  my  crew  bdow. 
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*  The  officer  never  reported  to  me  that  he  had  cjome  to  take  charge,  until  I  w«it  to 
him  and  asked  him  what  he  had  come  to  do.  His  answer  was,  **  Who  are  you,  sir  T  I 
told  him  that  I  was  the  Master  of  the  ship.  He  replied,  "  You  are  now  no  more  Mastw 
of  this  vessel,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  go  below,  and  give  no  more  orders,  sir ;  further,  I 
wiU  not  allow  you  to  speak  to  any  of  the  ship's  company.  I  told  him  he  might  aa  w«ll 
have  behaved  as  a  gentleman,  and  have  come  to  me  and  told  me  what  his  business  was, 
instead  of  taking  charge  without  acquainting  me  with  his  intention,  and  before  Captain 
Baldwin  had  seen  my  papers.  He  then  ordered  me  below.  About  4  p.m.,  the  island  men 
that  were  helping  to  load  the  ship,  came  alongside  in  a  boat  with  some  fish,  and  asked  for 
some  meat  and  bread,  as  they  had  had  nothing  to  eat  since  breakfast  I  told  my  chief 
officer  he  might  give  them  some,  but  that  he  must  first  ask  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
ship.  He  did  so ;  and  the  officer  in  the  first  instance  said  they  might  have  some,  but 
afterwards  changed  his  mind,  and  with  impious  imprecations  said  they  should  not  have  a 
bit  I  then  said  to  the  officer,  "  Let  us  go  forward  and  give  them  some."  He  said,  **  No,  . 
you  shall  not  go  forward,  and  they  shall  not  have  anything  firom  the  ship.'*  I  then  said, 
"  They  shall  have  something  to  eat,"  and  was  going  forward  when  the  officer  ordered  his 
men  to  stop  me,  and  take  me  below,  which  they  dici  the  officer  at  the  same  time  sajdng, 
"  My  fine  feUow,  if  you  don't  go  below,  I  wiU  very  soon  put  you  where  the  dogs  wont 
bark  at  you."  I  had  been  below  about  nine  or  ten  minutes,  with  a  sentry  over  me,  when 
I  heard  the  report  of  a  pistol  I  instantly  rushed  on  deck,  and  was  tola  they  had  shot 
the  mate.  I  went  to  support  the  mate  in  my  arms.  He  never  moved  or  spoke.  He  was 
shot  dead.  I  said  to  the  officer  in  charge,  "  Why  have  you  shot  my  mate  T  His  reply 
was,  *^  It  was  an  accident"  I  then  asked  the  junior  officer,  who  shot  the  mate,  and  why 
he  did  it  ?  He  said,"  Poor  fellow,  I  am  sony  for  him  ;  but  I  must  obey 'orders."  They 
then  hove  up  the  anchor,  and  dropped  the  "  Saxon"  abreast  of  Penguin  Island. 

The  '*  Vanderbilt,"  at  this  tune  was  in  chase  of  another  vessel  that  hove  in  sight 
She  returned  next  morning.  Captain  Baldwin  sent  for  me  on  board  the  "  Vanderbilt" 
Upon  my  going  on  board,  Captain  Baldwin  addressed  me  thus  : — "  You  are  Captain 
Sheppard,  of  the  barque  'Saxon?"'  "Yes,  sir,"  I  replied.  "  Well,  Captain^"  he  con- 
tinued, "  I  am  very  sorry  for  you,  but  your  papers  are  not  satis£tctory  to  me,  and  I 
must  make  a  prize  of  the  *  Saxon,'  ana  send  her  to  the  prize  authorities  at  New  York. 
We  know  that  it  is  the  *  Tuscaloosa's '  cargo  that  you  have  on  board.  It  was  brought 
here  by  the  Confederates,  and  it  is  American  property.  That  is  the  ground  upon  which 
I  make  a  prize  of  your  ship.  I  must  do  my  duty  to  my  coimtry,  and  protect  American 
property." 

The  "  Vanderbilt"  steamed  into  Penguin  Island  when  I  was  on  board  of  her,  and 
commenced  taking  in  coals  that  was  on  shore  there.  I  told  Captain  Baldwin,  the  island  ' 
was  British  territoiy.  He  replied,  "  I  cannot  help  it ;  I  want  coal,  and  must  have  it" 
Captain  Baldwin  had  a  coffin  made  for  Mr.  Gray,  the  chief  officer,  and  he  was  buried  on 
the  mainland  on  the  31st  October,  by  the  "  Vanderbilt's  "  men.  They  would  not  allow 
of  any  of  the  ship's  company,  except  myself,  to  foUow  him.  On  the  1st  November  they 
landed  me  and  my  crew  on  the  mainland,  with  a  little  bread  and  water,  not  sufficient  for 
one  day,  and  our  personal  effects. 

We  walked  along  the  coast  to  the  shore  opposite  Halifax  Island,  to  which  we  crossed 
in  a  boat.  We  arrived  in'  the  evening.  On  November  3rd,  the  schooner  "  Isabel,"  of 
Cape  Town,  Captain  Roe,  came  in  and  .took  us  on  board.  We  proceeded  to  Tchaboe,  and 
then  to  Hottentots'  Bay,  where  we  arrived  on  10th  November.  On  November  13th,  we 
went  on  board  the  "  Lord  of  the  Isles,"  bound  to  Table  Bay,  where  we  arrived  on  21st 
November. 

Inclosure  3  in  No.  10. 

Statement  of  the  Crew  of  the  ^^  Saxon'' 

Cape  Town,  November  23,  1863. 
ABOUT  11  A.M.  on  the  31st  October,  whUe  lying  at  anchor  at  Angra  Pequena,  we 
saw  a  large  steamer,  which  afterwards  turned  out  to  be  the  "  Vanderbut,"  rounding  the 
point  She  dropped  anchor,  and  lowered  a  boat,  which  pulled  for  us  and  boarded  us. 
The  officer,  after  looking  at  the  ship's  papers,  said  he  would  take  them  on  board  the 
"  VanderbUt,"  which  he  did,  after  leaving  a  junior  officer  in  charge,  with  orders  not  to 
allow  the  anchor  to  be  weighed.  Captain  Sheppard  told  him  that  he  was  quite  ready  for 
sea,  and  he  intended  getting  under  weigh  immediately  after  dinner.  The  officer  said  he 
could  not,  as  he  had  his  papers.  Captain  Sheppard  said,  he  would  go,  papers  or  not, 
The  officer  then  went  on  board  the  **  Vanderbilt,'  but  returned  almost  immecuately  with 
another  boat's  crew,  when  he  took  charge. 
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About  this  time  a  whale-boat's  crew  (belon^ng  to  an  island  called  Halifax,)  came  on 
board  with  some  fish,  when  they  asked  Captain  Sheppard  for  some  bread  and  meat»  as 
they  had  none  in  the  boat. 

The  captain  asked  the  American  officer,  who  said  that  they  might  have  some,  but 
soon  afterwards  changed  his  mind,  and  said  they  might  not  The  men  then  appealed  to 
Captain  Sheppard,  who  said,  "  Heave  it  into  the  b^t ;  if  thev  stop  you  I  can't  help  it'* 
The  American  officer  then  came  to  Captain  Sheppard  and  touched  him  on  the  shoulder, 
saying,  "  Yo\i  had  better  go  aft,  you  are  giving  too  many  orders  here  f  adding, "  if  you 
don't  m  put  you  where  tibe  dogs  won't  bark  at  you,"  laying  his  hand  on  his  revolver  at 
the  same  time. 

The  captain  then  went  aft  and  was  confined  to  his  cabin  under  a  sentry's  charge. 

A  short  time  afterwards,  Mr.  Jamas  Gray,  the  chief  officer,  went  aft  to  go  on  the 
poop,  but  had  only  got  to  the  top  of  the  ladder,  when  a  junior  American  officer,  a 
Mr.  Donoghoe,  told  him  to  go  down ;  Mr.  Gray  did  not  go  immediately,  not  exactly 
knowing  what  was  the  matter,  when  the  officer  repeated  the  order,  saying,  "  If  you  do 
not,  I  will  shoot  you, ''  at ''the  same  time  shoving  him.  Mr.  Gray's  foot  caurfit  in  one 
of  the  steps  of  the  ladder,  when  he  turned  half  round  and  looked  up  in  the  officer's  io/ob^ 
who  then  drew  a  revolver  and  shot  him  dead.  We  attempted  to  go  aft  to  pick  up 
Mr.  Gray,  when  the  senior  officer  told  his  men  to  draw  swords  and  drive  us  forwaii 
which  they  did,  abusing  us  at  the  same  time.  We  went  aft  afterwards  and  found 
Captain  Sheppard  and  the  second  mate  supporting  the  mate's  head.  The  ball  had 
entered  behind  the  left  ear  and  gone  down  into  his  body.  The  officer  who  shot  him  said  he 
was  sorry  for  the  man,  but  he  should  obey  orders,  adding,  "  There  is  some  humbug  about 
that  boat,"  meaning  the  whale-boat,  adding  that  five  men  came  off  in  her,  and  seven  were 
going  (m  shore  :  that  they  were  all  "  Alabama's"  men,  and  they  "  ought  to  go  on  shore  and 

do  for  the  b dy  lot  of  them."    He  then  pointed  his  pistol  to  the  hoaj  of  Mr.  Gray, 

saying,  that  is  one  of  the  "  Alabama's"  men  too.  We  were  kept  below  all  night,  wim 
orders  not  to  come  on  deck  vrithout  hailing  the  sentry,  if  we  did  not  want  to  be  shot 

They  buried  the  body  of  Mr.  Gray  kte  in  the  morning  opposite  Penguin  Island. 
He  barque  was  dropped  aown  where  the  "  Vanderbilt"  had  been  lying  (but  which  was 
then  in  chase  of  a  vessel  in  sight).  The  "  Vanderbilt"  came  in  next  mormng,  and  went 
inside  Penguin  Island,  where  she  took  in  a  lot  of  coals  that  were  there,  and  went  to  sea 
next  mommg.  We  were  landed  on  Sunday  morning,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  bag  of 
br^^d  and  a  small  k^  of  water.  We  then  walked  over  the  main  land  to  a  place  opposite 
TT%life.y^  when  the  men  on  the  island  came  for  us  in  a  boat. 

We  stayed  two  days  on  the  island  when  the  schooner  "  Isabele"  came  in  and  took 
us  down  to  Ichaboe,  where  we  stayed  a  few  days,  when  we  went  to  Hottentots'  Bay, 
where  we  went  on  board  the  brig  "  Lord  of  the  Isles,"  and  came  to  Cape  Town. 


No.  11, 
Mr.  Elliot  to  Mr.  Hammond. — {Received  Januwry  30.) 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  Janua/ry  28,  1864. 

I  HAVE  laid  before  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  relative 
to  the  capture  at  Angra  Pequena,  on  the  coast  of  AGrica,  of  the  British  vessel  "  Saxon," 
by  the  United  States'  steamer  **  Vanderbilt,"  and  I  am  directed  by  his  Grace  to  transmit 
to  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  fi*om  the  Grovemor  of  the 
Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  containing  the  particulars  wnich  you  state  in  your  letter  are  required 
by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  never  heard  until  this  time  of  the  Act  by  which  Sir  George 
Grey  assumed  to  annex  various  small  islands  off  the  same  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa  as 
liie  Island  of  Ichajboe,  and  so  far  as  at  present  advised,  his  Grace  is  not  disposed  to 
confirm  the  measure.  As  &r  as  can  be  judged  from  the  best  map  in  this  office,  the 
idands  by  no  means  answer  to  Sir  George  Gre/s  description  of  "  a  cluster  of  small 
islands  or  rocks  adjacent  to"  Ichaboe,  but  are  situated  at  various  distances  from  that 
island,  one  of  them  being  at  least  fifty  miles  off 

I  am,  &0. 
(Signed)  T.  FREDK.  ELLIOT. 
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looloiim  1  in  11. 
Sir  P.  Wodelwtise  to  the  DuTce  of  Newcastle, 

My  Lofd  Duke,  Oiroerwrneiit  House,  Cape  Town,  December  IB,  1863. 

BY  my  despatdi  of  the  20th  ultimo  I  reported  to  your  Grace  that  news  had  been 
received  here  of  certain  aete  said  to  have  been  done  by  the  United  States'  war  iteamer 
"  Vanderbilt/  on  the  coast  to  the  northward  of  tWs  colony,  of  which,  at  the  time,  I  wis 
unable  to  ftmush  any  particulaiB ;  but  I  believe  I  am  now  in  a  position  to  ttansmit  sudi 
infcffmation  as  will  enable  Her  Me^esty^s  Government  to  detenmne  what  coume  it  will  be 
expedient  for  them  to  pursue. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  '^  VanderUlt,^'  on  her  arrival  at  Angra  Pequena,  a  small  bay 
o&  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  beyond  t^e  limits  of  tiiis  oolonj,  found  lying  at  andior  a 
vessel  named  the  **  Saxon/  the  pfoperty  of  a  mercantile  firm  m  C^>e  Town»  of  which  die 
immediately  took  possession,  on  the  plea  that  she  was  laden  with  the  cargo  of  the 
*  Tuscaloosa,''  a  Federal  merdiant  ship  which  had  been  taken  by  the  ^  Alabama,''  a&d 
eonverted  into  a  privateer.  That  the  **  Vanderbilt"  tben  proceeded  to  take  possession  of 
a  quaiiti^  of  ooals  beloMW  to  the  owners  of  the  "  Saxon,"  which  had  been  deposited 
en  Penguin  Island  a  smell  iuand  in  the  Bay  of  Angra  Pequena ;  that  she  has  sent  the 
**8axoir  with  her  ca^o,  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew  for  tJie  adjudication  of  a  court  df 
eompetent  jurisdiction  in  tlie  United  States;  and  tliat  before  the  d^Murtore  of  the 
*^  Saxon''  her  chief  officer  was  shot  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  '*  VanderbOt" 

l%Lere  are,  therefore,  three  separiate  iaransactions  on  whidi  it  becomes  neoessavy  tat 
me  to  fbmish  information,  viz.,-*«the  seiEure  of  ^e  ship^  the  i^ropriatton  of  the  eaal% 
and  the  death  of  the  mate. 

An  impression  generally  prevailed  there  tliat  Penguin  Island^  near  whiob  the 
''Saxon,^  was  anchored  was  British  territory,  and  tltat,  ccmsequently,  tiie  seusure  of  that 
vessel  in  such  a  locality  was  a  direct  infringement  of  British  rights.  But  upon  inquiry, 
I  have  discovered  that  such  is  not  ihd  case.  On  the  18th  April,  1861,  your  Grace  oato^ 
mtmioated  to  my  predecessor,  that  Her  Me^esty^s  Govermn^it  had  decided  on  the 
annexation  to  the  Gape  Ool(my  of  the  Island  of  Irfiaboe,  which  was  duly  carried  out 
Subsequently  some  merchemts  <k  this  town  interested  in  the  guano  trade,  brouffht  under 
tiie  notice  oi  Sir  Geoi^e  Grey  tlie  case  of  certain  small  islands  adjacent  to  IchMoe  ;  and 
the  result  was  that,  on  iiie  12th  August,  18B1,  he  published  a  proclamation  for  brin^ig 
under  the  dominion  of  Her  Majesty,  Penguin  Isleiid,  and  ten  others,  '^subject  to  tier 
Majesty's  gracious  confirmation  and  disallowance."  Immediately  after  this  had  been 
done,  Sir  George  Grey  sailed  for  New  Zealand ;  and  there  is  no  record  of  the  proclamation 
having  been  reported  to  your  Grace,  or  of  the  annexation  having  been  confirmed  by  Her 
Majesty.  Up(rfi  tiie  scots  of  territorial  rights,  therefore,  as  arimng  out  of  ihe  vicinity  of 
this  island,  I  conceive  no  objection  can  be  taken  to  the  acts  of  the  "  Vanderbilt."  In 
othar  respects  the  capture  of  the  ''  Saxon"  may  furly  be  left  to  the  adjudicatioix  of  a 
court  of  law.  One  of  the  owners  of  the  ship  has  admitted  to  me  without  reserve  that  the 
cargo  on  board  at  the  time  of  the  seizure  was  a  part  of  that  landed  from  the  "  Tuscaloosa," 
and  was  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  a  market  as  the  property  of,  and  on  account  o^ 
Captain  Semmes,  of  the  "  Akbama." 

The  same  gentleman  informed  me  he  had  been  in  communication  with  the  United 
Statef  Cw^ul  respecting  the  appropriation  of  the  coals ;  and  he  had  little  doubt  that 
ofi^r  wouid  obtftm  tte  wthority  of  bis  Government  to  pay  for  them.  The  Consul  has 
sinoe  ei:pressad  himself  to  the  same  effect  to  me. 

The  death  of  the  mate  of  the  "  Sa»:on"  involves  considerations  of  a  fer  more  serious 
imture.  The  depositions  taken  by  the  Acting  Attcmey-General  go  to  show  that  when 
t^  crew  of  the  "  Saxon  "  were  entirely  without  arms,  and  apparently  without  either  the 
means  or  the  wish  to  offer  any  resistance  to  their  captorSj  tms  unfi^rtunate  nmn  was^  q^ 
little  or  m  provocation,  shot  dead  by  one  of  tiie  officers  in  oowmfMid.  Whether  the  act 
was  th^  result  of  wanton  ferocity,  or  whether  it  was  perpetmted  under  the  influence  of 
lWifQunde4  apprehension,  it  seems  hard  to  say.  But  it  is  very  satisfectory  to  find,  from 
the  evidence  g(  the  MBster  of  the  "  Saxon,"  that  the  Captain  of  the  "  VanderbUt ''  was 
much  displeiu^ed  at  what  had  occurred,  and  had  at  once  pl^M^  ti^e  officer  imder  arrest 
I  cannot  but  hope  that  under  such  circumstances  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
will  be  prepared  cheerfiiUy  to  grant  such  reparation  as  Her  M^ssty's  Government  may 
consider  the  case  to  require  ;  and  I  beg  to  recommend  to  your  Grace's  most  favourable 
consideration  an  ^application  which  has  b^en  made  to  me  by  Messrs.  W.  Sampson  and  Son, 
as  the  agents  of  the  widow  of  the  deceased  James  Gray. 

I  have  &c 
(%ned)  'P.E.  WODEHOUSK 
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Inclosure  2  in  No.  11. 
Proclamation. 

PROCLAMATION  by  his  Excellency  Sir  George  Grey,  Knight  Commander  of  the 
Most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
Her  Majesty's  Colony  of  the  Capo  of  Good  Hope  in  South  Africa,  and  of  the 
Territories  and  Dependencies  thereof,  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  same,  and 
Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner,  (fee,  (fee,  &c. 

Whereas,  tlie  Island  of  Ichaboe  was,  on  the  21st  day  of  June  last  past,  taken 
possession  of  for  and  in  the  name  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  and 
declared  a  dependency  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope :  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that, 
subject  to  the  pleasure  of  Her  Majesty  in  that  behalf.  Her  dominion  shall  also  be 
declared  over  a  cluster  of  small  Islands  or  Rocks  adjacent  to  the  said  Island  of  Ichaboe, 
now  therefore,  I  do  hereby  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known,  that  the  sovereignty 
and  dominion  of  Her  said  Britannic  Majesty,  Queen  Victoria,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby  declared  over  the  following  Islands  or  Rocks  adjacent  to  Ichaboe,  that  is  to 
say,  Hollamsbird,  Mercury,  Long  Island,  Seal  Island,  Penguin  Island,  Halifax, 
Possession,  Albatross  Rock,  Pomona,  Plumpudding,  and  Roastbeef,  or  Sinclair's  Island. 
This  Proclamation  of  Her  Majesty's  sovereignty  and  dominion  to  take  effect  forthwith, 
but  to  be  subject  to  Her  Majesty's  gracious  confirmation  and  disallowance. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  QUEEN ! 

Given  under  the  Public  Seal  of  the  Settlement  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  this  lath  day  of  August,  1861. 
G.  GREY,  Governor. 
By  command  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 

RICHARD  SOUTHEY, 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
No.  63,  1861. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  11. 
Mr.  Deny$sen  to  Sir  P.  E.  Wodehotise. 

(Extract.)  Attorney -GeneraVs  Office,  December  12,  1868. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
the  following  depositions  taken  by  the  Acting  Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  certain  proceedings 
near  to  and  in  Table  Bay,  Saldanha  Bay,  and  Angra  Pequena,  and  in  which  certain  of 
the  cruizers  of  the  Federal  and  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  other  vessels  were 
concerned.     The  depositions  are  numbered  1  to  5. 

The  dates  in  these  papers  do  not  always  correspond,  nor  are  they  given  in  certain 
cases  with  any  accuracy,  but  they  are  unimportant,  and  may  be  collected  from  the 
proceedings  with  sufficient  certainty  for  all  purposes  required. 

Amongst  the  papers  will  be  found  an-  extract  of  the  log  of  the  schooner  "  Atlas," 
Thomas  Boyce,  Commander;  but  I  must  remark  respecting  it,  that  it  does  not  contain 
that  portion  which  refers  to  the  assistance  rendered  to  the  "  Saxon,"  on  finding  her  in 
Angra  Pequena,  of  which  the  particulars  were  entered,  and  of  which  I  re(][uested  an 
extract :  ^e  omission,  however,  has  been  remedied  by  the  evidence  of  Captain  Boyce. 

The  enquiry  respecting  the  shooting  and  death  of  Mr.  Gray,  of  the  **  Saxon,"  is 
fully  gone  into ;  the  circumstances  did  not  warrant  such  a  proceeding,  judging  from  the 
evidence  taken,  and  which  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  In  this  opinion  Captain 
Baldwin  evidently  concurred,  as  he  expressed  his  regret  about  it. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  11. 

Depoeition  of  G.  BiUy. 

GEORGE  RILEY  states :—  August  22,  1863. 

I  am  a  fisherman.  About  three  weeks  ago  I  started  on  a  fishing  excursion  down 
the  coast  to  Saldanha  Bay,  and  while  pursuing  my  avocation  there  on  Monday  last,  the 
I7ih  August,  I  saw  two  barks  enter  the  Bay.    One  was  the  "  Sea  Bride,"  htfavily  laden, 
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and  the  other,  the  privateer  '^  Tuscaloosa,"  came  in  about  sundown.  I  saw  lots  of 
people  going  off  to  them — farmers  and  country  people.  The  "  Cock  of  the  Walk"  came 
in  there  about  sundown  on  Tuesday.  Early  next  morning  I  looked  out  for  the  barks, 
but  they  were  gone.  I  was  astonished  at  this,  because  it  was  a  dead  calm  through  the 
night,  and  it  continued  so  all  day.  The  "  Cock  of  the  Walk"  was  still  there.  I  could 
not  have  got  out  that  night  by  sail,  I  am  sure.     I  might  have  pulled  out. 

On  Thursday  morning  I  left  in  company  with  tlie  *'  Cfock  of  the  Walk,"  and  on 
leaving  we  met  a  large  steamer  entering  the  Bay.  It  was  a  paddle-wheel  steamer  under 
British  colours.  I  saw  nothing  of  the  "  Alabama;"  but  about  twenty  days  before  I  saw 
a  vessel  there,  which  I  afterwards  learnt  was  the  Alabama,"  but  she  was  not  there  on 
this  occasion. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  RILEY. 

Witness : 

(Signed)  W.  H.  Scott. 

Before  me 

(Signed)  R.  Johnson  Dutton, 

Acting  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 


Inclosure  5  in  No,  11. 

Statements  of  James  BopeVj  Augustus  Knight^  Louisa  Johnson^  Gabriel  Antonio j 
William  Henry  Scott,  Thomas  Armson,  and  Joseph  Wilson. 

JAMES  ROPER  states :—  Cape  Town,  August  22,  1863. 

I  was  navigator  on  board  the  "Kad6e"  cargo  boat,  which  was  formerly  called  the 
"  Cock  of  the  Walk,"  on  her  late  trip  to  *'  Saldanha"  Bay.  I  was  engaged  for  service  by 
Mr.  Sarey  the  owner,  we  were  to  go  there  for  a  cargo  of  shells.  We  left  the  South 
Wharf  about  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday  night.  There  were  three  men  belonging  to  the 
boat  besides  myself.  We  ran  off  to  the  bark  *'  Ellesmere,"  where  we  took  on  board  five 
men,  and  then  proceeded  on  the  voyage.  Captains  Clarke  and  Johnson  were  not  on 
board  the  boat. 

Wo  came  to  an  anchor  outside  the  shipping,  as  there  was  no  wind  to  take  us  out. 

On  Sunday  morning  we  weighed  anchor,  and  tacked  about  all  day,  but  could 
not  get  out. 

When  I  awoke  on  Sunday  morning,  I  saw  Captain  Johnson  and  another  man, 
a  short  thick-set  man.  I  don't  know  if  it  was  Capt  Clarke,  because  I  don't  know  him. 
I  heard  they  had  been  taken  on  board  during  the  night.  I  saw  the  "  Lord  of  the  Isles" 
going  out  on  Sunday.  We  had  no  communication  with  her,  and  we  were  not  at  any 
time  within  three  miles  of  her.  We  anchored  in  Commandant  Bay,  Rabben  Island, 
that  night.  On  Monday  morning  we  got  under  weigh — the  wind  was  westerly,  but 
light,  and  we  proceeded.  Monday  night  was  calm,  and  we  lay  off  Saldanha  Bay, 
Tuesday  morning  was  calm;  noon,  light  breeze  from  S.  W.  About  4.30  p.m.  we  came 
to  anchor  in  Hatjes  Bay,  which  is  the  northern  arm  of  Saldanha  Bay.  We  saw  there 
two  barks  at  anchor,  with  sails  set,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  us.  At  dusk 
a  boat  came  alongside  us  from  one  of  the  barks,  and  took  off  the  men  we  had  taken  on 
board.  I  don't  know  what  vessels  they  were,  they  had  no  colors  flying,  but  I  supposed 
they  were  privateers.  Next  morning,  at  day  light,  when  I  turned  out,  they  were  both 
under  weigh,  and  stood  out  to  the  S.  W.  The  wind  was  off  the  land,  easterly.  We 
remained  where  we  were  all  day;  I  was  ashore,  but  saw  no  stmngers  there.  On 
Thursday  morning  we  weighed  anchor  to  return  to  Cape  Town ;  on  coming  out  we  met 
the  "  Valorous  "  going  in,  about  a  mile  apart. 

She  did  not  speak  to  us. 

We  continued  our  passage,  and  arrived  in  Table  Bay  about  ten  o'clock  the  same 
night  (Thursday). 

I  did  not  see  the  "  Alabama,"  "  Georgia,"  or  "  Florida,"  during  the  cruise  or  any 
other  vessel  besides  those  I  have  mentioned.  The  people  who  came  to  take  the  men 
were  dressed  in  plaip  clothes,  and  had  no  uniform,  nor  were  they  armed. 

The  men  seemed  quite  wiUing  when  we  took  them  from  the  "  Ellesmere." 

(Signed)  JAMES  ROPER. 

Witness : 

(Sigp^d^  W.  H.  Scott. 

Before  me 

(Signed)  'R.  Johnson  Dutton, 

Acting  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 
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Sir,  Water  Police  Office,  Cape  Taum,  Aitgust  18,  1868, 

I  HAVE  the  honoiir  to  report  that  I  have  boarded  the  bark  ^'  EUesmere"  according 

to  your  instructions,  and  found  the  following  seamen  on  board : — Richard  Harper, 

mate ;  Wallace  Damouth,  labourer ;  Gabrel  Antonia,  seaman  ;  John  Trent,  seaman. 
The  chief  officer,  when  questioned  where  the  remainder  of  the  crew  were,  reported 

that  they  had  deserted  on  Satmrday  night  last  the  15th  instant. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  Qie  seamen  that  are  absent  according  to  shipping 

book  : — Manuel  Pereira,  Andrew  Gregory,  Thomas  Juellson,  Daniel  Johnson.     I  also 

beg  to  state  that  no  information  has  been  given  at  the  Water  Police  Office,  according 

to  custom,  and  I  have  seen  the  master  daily. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  W.  H.  SCOTT. 


AUGUSTUS  KNIGHT,  sailor,  states:— 

Yesterday  afternoon  I  met  Gabriel  Antonia,  a  seaman  on  board  the  "  EUes- 
mere,"  who  told  me,  in  course  of  conversation,  that  he  had  leave  ashore  from  Saturday 
to  Monday ;  that  when  he  left  on  Saturday  there  were  five  seamen  and  the  cook  still  on 
boai*d,  and  that  when  he  returned  on  Monday  morning  they  were  all  gone ;  he  told  me 
that  the  captain  had  informed  him  that  he  had  put  the  men  on  board  the  "  Alabama ;" 
I  know  the  three  missing  crew,  one  named  Jackson,  a  shipmate  with  me  in  the  "  Wal- 
densian,"  he  is  an  elderly  man,  and  was  cast  ashore  here  at-  the  wreck  of  the  "  A.  H. 
Stevens ;"  Jim  Grey,  another,  also  on  board  the  "  Waldensian "  since  I  left ;  and 
another,  Jackson,  formerly  of  the  "  Wave  Spirit." 

(Signed)  Mark  of  AUGUSTUS  +  KNIGHT. 

Witness : 

(Signed)  J.  W.  H.  Russourb. 

Before  me 

(Signed)  R.  Johnson  Dutton, 

Acting  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 


LOUISA  JOHNSON  states  :— 

My  husband  was  a  seaman  on  board  the  bark  "  EUesmere,"  he  signed  the  articles 
of  the  ship  at  the  shipping  office  on  or  about  the  1st  of  this  month  at  wages  of  £2.  lOs. 
per  month,  and  w5nt  on  board;  I  saw  him  last  on  Tuesday  the  11th..  Yesterday  a 
man  named  Augustus  Knight  came  to  me  and  informed  me  that  a  sailor  from  the  vessel 
had  told  him  my  husband  had  gone  away — ^left  the  ship  at  midnight  and  gone  to  sea. 
Yesterday  afternoon  I  went  to  fiie  captain  to  ask  him  about  the  truth  of  this  story, 
when  he  told  me  not  to  fret  about  it,  that  my  husband  was  gone  to  another  ship,  where 
he  would  have  ^5.  a  month,  and  he  would  get  so  rich,  that  when  he  came  back  I  might 
liv^  like  a  lady ;  he  afterwards  told  me  my  husband  deserted,  and  that  if  I  came  back 
again  he  would  give  me  a  letter  from  my  husband. 

(Signed)  Mark  of  LOUISA  +  JOHNSON. 

Witness : 

(Signed)    J.  H.  H.  Russourr. 

Before  me 

(Signed)  R.  Johnson  Dutton, 

Acting  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 


GABRIEL  ANTONIA  states:—  < 

I  am  an  ordinary  seaman  on  board  the  ^'  EUesmere,"  now  lying  in  Table  Bay. 
My  child  died  last  week,  and  I  obtained  three  days  leave  to  come  on  shore.  I  returned 
on  Monday  morning,  when  I  found  that  all  i!he  chaps  had  gone.  I  saw  a  countryman 
of  mine  here,  named  John  Franks,  and  asked  him  what  had  become  of  the  chaps.  He 
replied  that  he  did  not  know ;  but  he  afterwards  told  me  they  had  gone  to  a  ship  on  the 
leeward  side — he  thought  it  was  the  ^^  Alabama,**  and  that  they  were  to  have  £i  a  month* 
Before  this  I  had  seen  the  mate,  and  he  said  to  one,  *'  Tou  have  missed  a  fine  chance, 

[140]  D 
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here  the  chaps  have  gone  away  and  got  iB8  a  month ;"  but  John  Franks  said  that  only 
Ifce  cook  was  to  hare  £^  a  month.  They  did  not  tell  me  what  ship  they  had  engaged 
in,  but  they  told  me  that  the  men  had  gone  away  in  a  boat,  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
on  Saturday.  Their  things  have  all  been  taken  away  from  the  ship.  John  Franks 
told  me  he  thought  they  had  gone  to  the  "  Sea  Bride,"  the  "  Alabama's    prize,  outside. 

(Signed)  Mark  of  GABRIEL  +  ANTONIO. 

Witness: 

(Signed)     W.  H.  Scott. 

Before  me 

(Signed)  R.  Johnson  Dutton, 

Acting  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  SCOTT,  Boat  Office,  Water  PoUce,  states  :— 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  yesterday  (Tuesday,  18th  August),  I  received 
a  list  of  the  names  of  the  seamen  who  had  shipped  on  board  the  bark  "  EUesmere," 
from  the  Shipping  Master,  with  instructions  to  proceed  on  board  to  ascertain  the 
number  and  names  of  seamen  then  on  board,  whicn  I  ascertained  to  be  as  follows : — 
Richard  Harper,  mate;  Gabriel  Antonio,  seaman;  John  Franks,  seaman;  WaUace 
Damouth,  labourer.  The  latter,  who  I  found  to  be  one,  of  the  late  crew  of  the  "  Sea 
Bride,"  had  only  been  engaged  the  previous  day.  I  then  questioned  the  mate  as  to  the 
whereabouts  of  the  remainjier  of  the  crew,  who  replied  that  they  had  deserted  on  Saturday 
night.  Their  names,  viz. : — Manuel  Pereiro,  Henry  Gregory,  Thomas  Grianes,  Lewis 
Jackson,  Daniel  Johnson.  I  have  searched  the  vessel  to-day,  and  find  that  all  these 
men*6  effiects  have  been  removed.  I  had  never  received  notice,  as  is  usual,  of  any  of 
these  men  having  deserted. 


Witness : 

(Signed)    J.  A.  B.  Flack. 


(Signed)  W.  H.  SCOTT. 


Before  me 

(Signed)  R.  Johnson  Dutton, 


Acting  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 


My  dear  Dutton,  Cape  Town,  August  18, 1868. 

Thomas  Armson,  the  master  of  the  ^'  EUesmere,"  v«rill  hand  tliis  to  you ;  he  has 
told  me  the  truth  to  the  fact  ihat  they  vrere  persuaded  to  go  in  a  shore  boat  to  Saldanha 
Bay,  and  there  join  the  '^  Sea  Bride."  The  act  of  the  Master  is  *an  illegal  one,  sni 
comes  under  the  spirit  of  the  207  section  M.  S.  Act  54,  par.  (4),  which  see.  What  is  to 
lieeome  of  these  men?  the  contract  cannot  be  severed  without  the  sanction  of  the 
Shilling  Master. 

I  inclose  you  a  letter,  put  into  my  hands,  from  Daniel  Johnson,  one  of  the  missing 
man,  to  his  wife,  whom  I  sent  to  you  under  diargs  of  Scott  of  the  Water  PoUce. 

Yours  faithfuUy,    (Signed)  THOMAS  TINLEY. 


My  dear  Wife,  Avgust  16,  1863. 

I  taking  a  pleasure  of  writing  this  few  lin*)es  to  you  for  to  let  you  know  that  I  am 
going  away,  but  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  am  going  away  on  board  a  ship  that  I  do  not  know, 
but  I  will  let  you  know  the  first  port  were  we  shall  run  in.  My  dear  wife,  be  happy 
that  I  will  come  back  again  to  Cape  Town,  but  mind  your  hues,  and  my  friend  James, 
he  sign  the  same,  so  we  send  our  best  complements  to  every  body  in  Cape  Town. 


THOMAS  ARMSON,  Master  of  the  Bark  "  EUesmere,"  states  ;— 

THE  bark  "  Ellesmere,"  which  I  command,  is  the  property  of  Mrs.  Alfred  Marcus. 
I  say  so  because  she  is  registered  in  her  name.  On  Monday,  the  3rd  August,  I  shipped 
a  crew  before  the  Shipping  Master  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  consisting  of  6  able  homed 
seiamen  and  cook,  which  last  also  performs  the  duties  of  steward;  I  had  a  mate  ahready 
on  board. 

On  Saturday  morning  last  Captaiu  Elmstonej  of  the  firm  of  Rubent,  Granger,  and 
Co.,  asked  me  if  I  would  allow  my  crew  to  go  off  to  take  charge  of  the  Confederate 
prize  **  Sea  Bride,*'  if  they  could  be  indiicod  to  go,  and  I  acquiesced. 
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I  went  aft  and  asked  the  men  if  they  would  go,  I  told  them  they  would  be 
required  to  go  oflF  that  night,  that  they  should  have  *4Z.  a  month  s  wages  (I  engaged 
them  at  SZ,  lOs.  only),  and  if  tliey  were  not  aatiafied  when  on  board  Uxey  should  be  dis- 
charged at  the  first  port  the  vessel  might  call  at  and  forwarded  to  the  Cape. 

They  agreed  to  the  terms  and  seemed  quite  satisfied  to  go.     They  left  the  ship 
abut  midnight  on  Saturday,  the  16th.     They  were  5  in  number,  viz. — 

Manuel  Periero,  cook ;  Thomas  Grianes,  seaman ;  Louis  Jackson,  ditto ;  Dam  o 
Johnson,  ditto;  Andrew  Gregory,  ditto.     They  took  all  their  effects  with  them. 

(Further  evidence  of  this  witness  stayed  by  order  of  the  Attorney-General.)  ^ 

(Signed)  R.Johnson  Ddtton. 

Acting  CUrk  of  the  Peace, 


Cape  Town,  August  22,  1868. 
JOSEPH  WILSON,  Coxswuin  of  the  Cargo  Boat,  "  Cock  of  the  Walk,"  states:— 

On  Saturday  last,  the  loth  August,  Mr.  Sarey,  by  whom  I  am  employed,  told  me 
he  wanted  me  to  go  that  evening  to  the  bark  "  Ellesmere,"  and  thence  to  Saldanha 
Bay.  About  seven  or  eight  o'clock  that  evening  we  cast  off  from  the  wharf  and  went 
aknagside  the  "  EUesmere,"  and  took  four  men  from  her,  they  were  all  black  men,  I 
tfaiBk  they  were  West  Indians.  We  took  a  bag  of  bread  and  the  mens  effects  also; 
she  then  moved  out,  but  afteiwards  brought  up,  under  the  island  on  this  side. 

We  had  also  another  person  on  board,  he  belongs  to  the  Volunteer  Artillery,  and  I 
tlttnk  bis  name  is  Clarke,  he  is  a  short  thick  set  man ;  also  Mr.  Johnson,  late  Captain 
of  the  "  Albatross." 

On  Sunday  morning  we  iigain  got  under  weigh,  and  tacked  about  all  day  without 
betBg  able  to  get  out,  and  caiae  that  night  under  the  island.  I  saw  the  "  Lord  of  the 
MeB  "^  going  out  on  Sunday,  we  were  close  to  her,  but  I  can  positively  assert  that  we 
held  no  communication  with  her. 

On  Monday  morning  a  S.W.  wind  sprung  up,  and  although  not  a  favourable 
breeze  we  got  out  veith  it,  and  continued  our  course  towards  Saldanha  Bay.  We  had 
veiy  heavy  weather;  I  have  been  a  boatman  here  for  about  twelve  years,  but  I  have 
never  seen  such  a  heavy  swell  as  we  experienced  on  our  way  down.  We  arrived  off  the 
Bay  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday.  We  went  into  the  Bay.  The 
"  Sea  Bride "  was  there,  just  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bay,  but  the  swell  afterwards  took 
h«,  md  tiie  prize  master  (an  officer  of  the  **  Alabama")  then  boarded  us  and  took  off 
Mr.  Olarke,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  the  four  men  from  the  "  Ellesmere,"  there  may  have 
been  £ve  men  from  the  ^  Ellesmere,"  I  did  not  take  particular  notice  of  it,  and  they 
kept  themselves  very  scarce  on  board  the  boat. 

The  "  Alabama  "  was  not  there,  nor  did  I  see  her  anywhere  during  the  cruise. 
I  B6SW  a  bark  standing  off  and  on  outside,  but  I  cannot  say  whether  it  was  the 
"  Tuscaloosa." 

I  saw  no  other  vessel  besides  tiiese  and  a  couple  of  cutters  coming  down  the  coast, 
witfii  the  exception  of  the.  English  Man  of  War,  which  we  met  entering  the  bav  just  as 
we  were  coming  out.  This  was  about  half-past  ten  o'clock  yesterday  (Thursday) 
momiiig :  we  passed  her  close  to,  but  she  did  not  hail  us  in  any  way. 

I  was  on  shore  at  Saldanha  Bay  on  Wednesday  for  about  ten  minutes,  and  aglain 
yesterday  morning  for  a  short  time,  but  I  did  not  see  any  strangers  there. 

The  vessel  I  call  the  English  Man  of  War  had  two  funnels  painted  yellow  and  was 
baxk  rigged,  and  seemed  to  be  coming  from  the  Cape.  When  the  men  went  on  board 
the  "  Sea  Bride,"  that  vessel  held  on  until  the  next  morning,  when  she  put  out  to  sea 
and  stood  to  the  westward,  until  we  lost  sight  of  heh 

'Whe  "  Sea  Bride  "  was  between  two  and  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  Heads 
when  the  men  were  taken  on  board.  When  I  say  the  swell  took  her  into  the 
bay,  I  mean  that  it  fell  calm,  and  that  she  steered  for  the  passage  to  avoid  going 
OB  t2se  rocfcs. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  WILSON. 

Before  me 

(Signed)  "  R.  Johnson  Dutton, 

Acting  Clerk  of  the  Peace, 
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Jnclosure  5  in  No.  11. 

DepontUm  of  Captam  Boyce^  of  the  Schooner  '^  Atlas." 

« 

Cape  Town,  November  14,  1863. 

I  LEFT  Table  Bay  on  the  13th  August,  with  a  crew  consisting  of  nine  men^ 
including  myself,  all  the  mea  of  the  former  and  previous  voyages.  Arrived  at  Pomona 
Island  on  the  30th  same  month,  where  we  anchored.  Left  the  vessel  on  the  22nd  in 
a  whale  boat  to  Hahfax,  leaving  the  vessel  in  charge  of  the  first  mate,  Matley.  Joined 
the  vessel  again  at  Angra  Pequena  on  the  27th  August.  At  Pomona,  or  rather  on  the 
mainland,  left  certain  articles  for  the  use  of  Captain  Sincla^  and  his  party,  working  at 
a  copper  mine.  There  was  nothing  taken  on  board  before  joining  the  vessel  at  Angra 
Pequena.  From  the  last-mentioned  place  I  took  the  vessel  to  Hahfax,  where  I  loaded 
a  cargo  of  guano.  At  Angra  Pequena  there  was  no  other  European  than  Captain 
Bruce,  who  is  a  trader  in  the  Interior.  I  took  a  wooden  house  down  to  Angra  Pequena 
for  Bruce,  but  had  no  time  to  put  it  up,  and  when  I  left  it  was  still  lying  on  the  beach. 
At  HaUfax  I  took  in  a  cargo  of  guano  for  the  first  vessel  to  be  chartered  to  carry 
guano  away  from  the  island,  large  vessels  not  being  able  to  get  near  Halifax,  this 
mode  of  loading  being  adopted  by  means  of  small  boats.  The  "  Earl  of  Mar  and 
Kelly  "  arrived  at  Angra  Pequena  on  the  12th  September,  when  we  put  on  board  the 
cuaho  I  had  in  the  "  Atlas,"  and  tlien  proceeded  with  her  to  Ichaboe,  and  finally 
filled  the  vessel,  the  "  Earl  of  Mar  and  Kelly,"  at  the  Island  of  Mercury,  on  the  22nd 
October.  She  then  proceeded  on  her  toyage  to  Leith,  and  I  made  the  best  of  my 
way  back,  calling  at  tlie  different  islands,  and  at  Angra  Pequena,  which  last-mentioned 
place  Bruce  had  left,  and  found  no  other  European  on  the  mainland.  On  my  way 
back,  on  the  29th  October  (having  left  Pomona  on  the  28th),  I  was  boarded  by  the 
"  Vanderbilt,"  United  States  steamer.  Besides  my  own  crew  I  had  then  on  board  Mr. 
Goodman  and  six  others,  ^t;^  being  miners,  and  tlie  other  the  man  in  charge  of  the 
Ichaboe  Island.  The  miners  are  all  discharged,  and  the  other  returns  with  me  to 
Ichaboe. 

An  officer  of  the  steamer  came  on  board.  He  called  me  by  name,  as  Captain  Boyee, 
and  demanded  by  papers.  I  gave  them  up,  and  h^  thoroughly  examined  them.  He  then 
asked  me  what  I  had  done  with  the  cargo,  according  to  the  Alanifest  and  Store  List,  from 
the  Custom  House,  Cape  Town.  I  told  him  that  the  cargo  had  been  dehvered  to  the 
parties  to  whom  the  same  was  consigned.  He  then  left  the  cabin  and  went  down  the 
hold ;  I  accompanied  him.  He  looked  about,  came  on  deck,  and  demanded  my  log-book, 
which  I  produced,  and  which  was  examined  by  him.  He  then  asked  me  about  the 
vessels  on  the  coast,  about  the  "  Isabel"  and  "  Alethia" — the  latter  taking  in  a  cargo 
of  guano  at  Ichaboe,  by  means  of  the  "  Isabel " — and  he  then  left  the  vessel.  Before 
doing  so,  however,  he  asked  about  some  coals  at  Penguin  Island,  one  of  the  islands  in 
Angra  Pequena,  when  I  told  him  that  I  had  seen  some  coals.  During  all  the  time  the 
officer  was  on  board,  I  never  lost  sight  of  him,  to  the  best  of  my  belief — at  all  eventSi  I 
am  certain  that  no  other  party  could  have  spoken  to  him  without  my  knowledge.  I  am 
quite  certaiil  that  no  person  on  board  did  or  could  have  produced  or  read  to  him  any 
other  paper  or  document  than  produced  by  me,  and  which  were  the  ship  s  papers. 
While  in  the  cabin  a  conversation  may  have  taken  place  with  the  boat  s  crew,  of  which 
I  knpw  nothing.  I  don't  think  any  of  the  boat's  crew  came  on  board ;  but  of  that  I  am 
not  certain,  as  it  may  have  happened  while  I* was  below  with  the  officer. 

Oh  my  way  back  I  found  the  barque  *'  Saxon  "  at  Angra  Pequena,  on  the  27th 
October.  I  supplied  her  with  one  barrel  of  pork,  and  one  of  beef,  and  also  gave  her 
three  men,  George  Fuller  Martin,  and  Daniel  Hunter,  and  Oloff  Larken,  to  assist  in 
anything  he  might  have  to  do.  I  am  not  aware  what  the  "  Saxon  "  was  doing  at  Angra 
Pequena,  nor  do  I  know  how  long  she  had  been  there.  I  did  Jiot  go  on  shore^  and  the 
first  time  I  went  on  shore  I  did  not  see  any  stores  or  other  goods  excepting  what  I 
brouffht  for  Captain  Bruce,  either  on  the  beach,  or  at  any  other  place  near  it. 

None  of  my  papers  were  taken  away,  nor  did  the  officer  sign  the  same,  as  is  usual 
in  such  cases.  Being  ignorant  how  to  act  on  such  occasions,  I  did  not  protest  against 
these  proceedings,  as  I  should  have  done. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  BOYCE. 

Before  me 

(Signed)  R.  Johnson  Dutton, 

Acting  Clerk  of  the  Peau. 
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Inclosure  6  in  No.  Ih 

Extract  from  the  Log  Booh  of  the  ''  Atlas."" 

Tuesday,  October  fi7,lS6Z. 
,j  Halifax  Island.     At  6  p-m.  got  under  weigh  for  Possession,  with  a  light  breeze 

*«^  from  the  northward ;  fresh  breeze  from  the  northward  during  the  night 

Wednesday,  fi8ih. 

First  part,  strong  breeze  from  the  northward ;  at  1  a.m.  came  to  an  anchor  at 
Possession;  at  dayhght  took  on  board  12  casks  water  and  1  keg  peas  for  Pomona;  At 
7  A.M,  got  under  weigh  for  Pomona;  at  10  a.*m.  came  to  an-  anchor,  started  to  land 
stores  and  water  ou  5ie  main,  landed  10  casks  water,  6  bags  bread,  3  do,  flour,  1  do. 
rice,  1  do,  sugar,  1  case  gin,  13  bs^s  coals,  1  barrel  flour,  1  cask  cabin  bread,  1  barrel 
pork,  1  do.  molasses,  1  keg  peas,  1  box  candles,  1  stinkwood  plank,  1  box  raisins, 
5  boxes  tea;  at  3  p.m,  got  under  weigh  for  Cape,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  north- 
ward;  at  5  p.m.  sighted  a  barque  to  3ie  N.  W.,  about  10  miles  off;  at  8  p.m.  strong 
breeze  from  the  northward,  took  off  at  Pomona,  Mr.  Goodman  and  5  navvies ;  strong 
breeze,  with  rain,  throughout  the  night. 

Thursday,  HQtk 

Strong  breeze  from  the  northward,  with  rain.  At  7  a.m.  took  in  the  square  sail^ 
set  the  fore-stay  sail ;  at  8  a.m.  sail  to'the  eastward,  hoisted  signals  for  us  to  heave  too  ; 
at  9  A.M,  hove  too  till  the  sail  came  up,  and  was  boarded  by  an  officer  from  the  U.  S.. 
steamer  **Vanderbilt;"  light  breeze  throughout  the  latter  part  of  the  day.  Lat,  by 
aceouat,  29.28,  long.  16.16  E.  at  4  p.m. 

Friday,  dOih. 

Weather  fine  throughout  the  day;  lat,  at  noon,  30.20  S.,  long.  16.10.  At  4  p.m. 
sighted  the  land;  at  6  p.m.  put  about  ship,  stood  out. 

Saturday,  91st. 

Weather  fine  throughout  the  day ;  lat,  at  noon,  30.50  S.,  long.  16.19  E.;  land  in 
sight     At  9  P.M.  put  about  ship,  stood  off. 

Sunday,  November  1st. 

Fresh  breeze  throuijhout  the  day.  At  noon,  the  lat,  by  obs.,  31.42  S.,  long.,  by 
chro.,  16.08  E.     Tacked  ship  occasionally. 

Monday,  find. 

Strong  breeze  from  the  southward  throughout  the  night  Lat,  at  noon,  32.60  S.J 
long.  16.3.  Weather  fine  throughout  the  day ;  at  4  p.m.  put  about  ship,  Table  Bay 
bearing  S.  E.  by  S.,  distance  150  miles.  At  4  p.m.  the  long.,  by  chronometer,  16.49  E., 
liat  32.54  S.     At  4  p.m.  put  about  ship ;  fresh  breeze  throughout  the  night 

Tuesday,  drd. 
Weather  fine  throughout  the  day ;    at  daylight,  sent  the  bonnet  of  the  gib  for 
repairs;  at  noon,  sent  it  out  again.   Lat,  at  4.30p.m.,  33.23  S.*;  long.,  by  chronometer^ 
17.64  E. 

Wednesday^  4tih. 
Weather  fine,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  northward ;    at  5  a.m.  made  the  land 
out,  Table  Mountain  bearing  S.  E.    At  11  a.m.  came  to  an  anchor  in  Table  Bay. 

(Signed)  THOS.  BOYCE. 

Inclosure  7  in  No.  11. 

D^osition  of  James  Adams. 

Cape  Toum,  November  14,  1863. 
JAMES  ADAMS,  formerly  a  sailor  on  board  the  ''  Alabama,"  states : 

I  left  the  "  Alabama,"  ran  away  at  Angra  Pequena,  and  came  up  in  the  "  Flower 
of  Yarrow."  The  "  Alabama,"  "  Tuscaloosa,"  and  "  Sea  Bride  "  were  there  at  the  time. 
The  "  Tuscaloosa  "  landed  her  cargo  of  wool  and  green  hidea  there.  The  *'  Sea  Bride  " 
transhipped  part  of  her  cargo  to  tie  "  Isabel,"  belonging  to  Granger.  The  '*  Isabels" 
boats  conveyed  the  cargo  from  the  "  Sea  Bride  "  to  her.  There  was  another  vessel 
there,  the  "  Earl  of  Mar  and  Kelly,"  bound  to  Aberdeen,  and  she  took  off  a  lot  of  cargo 
from  the  '*  Tuscaloosa."  The  "  Atlas  "  was  there  at  the  time.  I  am  sure  the  "  Atlas  " 
was  there,  and  Tom  Boyes  was  her  commander,  and  it  was  he  and  his  crew  who  landed 
the  **  Tuscaloosa  s  "  cargo,  and  I  assisted  him  in  doing  so.  The  remainder  of  the  carg^ 
of  the  '*  Tuscaloosa "  was  at  Apgra  Pequena  on  the  main  land  when  I  left  in  the . 
"  Flower  of  Yarrow  "  for  Cape  Town.  While  the  "  Sea  Bride  "  was  there  they  cut  her 
r<^al  mast  short,  and  altered  her  in  other  ways  and  disguised  her^  and  then  called  her 


Digitized  by 


Google 


the  "  Helen"  of  Hamburg.  The  ''  Flower  of  Yarrow*'  took  in  a  part  of  the  "  Sea 
Bridas  cargo,  namely,  some  hops  and  tobacco,  and  she  (the  ^^  Sea  Bride)  left  some  time 
before  we  did ;  I  was  told  for  Mauritius.  Boyes  took  out  the  coals,  about  260  tons, 
ficom  the  ^^  Earl  of  Mar  and  Kelly,"  and  landed  them  on  Penguin  Island,  and  he  left 
far  Ichaboe  before  I  left  for  Cape  Town. 

There  was  a  brig  there  abo,  while  I  was  there,  also  boimd  to  Aherdeen ;  she  was 
loaded  up  at  Ichaboe,  and  I  assisted  to  load  her.  Her  cargo  was  guano  and  nothing 
elm.  The  "  Saxon"  was  not  there  while  I  remained.  The  "  Sea  Bride"  did  not  take 
flftj  goano.  I  was  working  on  board  the^^  Isabel"  for  about  a  fortnight,  and  I  went 
ftitm  AAgra  to  Ichaboe  with  her  and  then  joined  the  "  Flower  of  Yarrow  "  at  Ichaboe, 
mA  we  took  the  portion  of  the  ^^  Sea  Bride  s "  cargo  we  had  on  board  from  the 
"  Jsaflbel "  at  that  place.  I  understood  that  Bruce  was  to  get  part  of  the  "  Sea  Bride*s  *' 
MTM  for  his  assistance.  Bruce  goes  up  country  trading.  The  '^  Eari  of  Mar  and 
JLmy  "  also  took  in  some  guano  on  top  of  the  wool — she  filled  up  with  guano.  When 
1M  left  the  **  Adas  "  people  were  still  loading  her. 

I  reported  what  I  have  now  stated  to  the  American  Consul  before  the  arrival  of 
«he  "  Atlas  "  in  Table  Bay.     The  "  VanderbUt "  had  also  left  before  the  ''  Atlas  "  arrived. 

I  was  formerly  a  seaman  on  board  the  "  Conrad,"  now  the  "  Tuscaloosa."  The 
"  Sm  Bride  "  was  at  Angra  about  ten  days,  and  the  '*  Tuscaloosa  "  rather  more  than  a 
fiMlDiigfat.  I  saw  Captain  Elmstone  on  board  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa,"  he  used  to  come  on 
Wfttd  there  from  the  *^  Sea  Bride  "  to  dine  with  the  Captain.  Captain  Low,  an  officer 
of  tlie  ^'  Alabama,"  was  in  command  of  the  ''  Tuscaloosa,"  and  left  with  her  before  I  did. 

(Signed)  Mark  of  JAMES  +  ADAMS. 

Before  me 

(Signed)  R.  Johnson  Dutton, 

Acting  Cleric  of  the  Peace. 


Inclosure  8  in  No.  11. 

Messrs.  Sampson  and  Skn  to  Mr.  JSawmm. 

3,  Adderley  Chambers,  Cape  Town, 
Sir,  December  16, 1868. 

AS  the  duly  qualified  agents  of  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Gray,  widow  of  Mr.  James  Grray, 
late  vi. 'mate  on  board  the  bark  "  Saxon,"  of  this  port,  who  was  murdered  on  board 
thift  iwd  Tessel  on  board  the  said  yessel,  on  the  30th  day  of  October  last,  by  an  oMcer 
(|C4he  United  States  war  steamer ''Vanderbilt,"  we  beg  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  His 
Ewdileiicy  the  Governor  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  murder  of  the  deceased, 
and  other  paxticulars  bearing  on  the  case,  and  have  to  request  that  His  Excellency 
may  be  pleased  to  forward  this  statement  to  the  Right  Honorable  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  a  request  that,  if  in  accordance  with  international  law,  and  the  rights  of 
neatnd  powers,  His  Grace  may  demand,  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government, 
oempensation,  or  recompense  from  the  United  States  Government  for  the  losp 
sustained  by  the  said  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Gray,  by  the  murder  of  her  husband  by  an 
ofloumr  in  iiie  Naval  Service  of  the  United  States  Government  as  aforesaid. 

We  take  the  liberty  of  briefly  stating  the  facts,  which  will  be  borne  out  by  the 
documeats  hereafter  referred  to,  and  herewith  enclosed. 

Mr.  James  Gray  signed  articles  in  the  month  of  August  last,  to  proceed  in  the 
bark  "Saxon "in  the  capacity  of  mate,  on  a  voyage  from  Table  Bay  to  Ascension, 
thence  to  Eio,  and,  or  any  port  or  ports  in  the  South  Atlantic,  as  employment  ofiers, 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  months ;  final  port  of  discharge  to  be  Table  Bay. 

On  the  2nd  day  of  September  last  the  "  Saxon  "  weighed  anchor  in  Table  Bay, 
and  proceeded  on  her  voyage,  taking  a  cargo  of  cattle  for  Ascension,  where  she 
arrived  on  the  17th  day  of  September  last,  and  after  delivery  of  her  cargo  there, 
sailed  in  ballast  for  Angra  Pequina,  the  master  having  received  orders  from  his  owners 
t^  fffoceed  thither.  The  "  Saxon  "  arrived  at  Angra  Pequena  on  the  10th  day  oi 
October  last,  and,  after  lying  there  eleven  days,  the  master  received  orders  from  his 
owners  to  take  on  board  the  "  Saxon "  certain  cargo  lying  on  the  beach  at  Angra 
B»f«ena,  consisting  of  skins  and  wool.  This  being  done,  the^*  Saxon"  was  ready  for 
sea4«i  the  80th  day  of  October  last,  and  bound  to  Falmouth  for  orders.  While  preparing 
for  sea,  the  master  of  the  "  Saxon  '*  observed  a  steamer  anchored  abreast  of  Penguin 
I^knd.  This  subsequexrtly  proved  to  be  the  United  States*  war  steamer  "  Vanderbilt" 
Tlie' '  *  Saxon  **  was  at  this  time  lying  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Penguin  Island 
in.  IBjritish  waters.  At  1.80  p.m.  on  the  same  day,  an  armed  boats  crew  from  the  United 
Sittles- steamer  "  Yanderbilt,"  boarded  the  bark  ''  Saxon,"  asked  for  the  ship's  papers,- 
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received  them,  and  took  tliem  oji  board  the  steamer  "  Vanderbilt."  Subsequently 
other  boats  were  sent  from  the  steamer  "  Vanderbilt "  to  the  "Saxon,"  and  placing 
armed  men  on  the  deck  of  the  "  Saxon/'  the  officer  commanding  the  boarding  party, 
drove  the  crew  of  the  "  Saxon "  down  below,  and  formally  took  the  "  Saxon  **  a 
prize  to  the  United  States*  war  steamer,  "  Vanderbilt." 

From  the  evidence  of  these  transactions,  as  detailed  by  the  master  and  three  of 
the  crew  of  the  bark  '^  Saxon  "  before  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  held  before  the  Resident 
Magistrate  of  Cape  Town,  by  order  of  His  Excellency,  it  will  appear,  that  while  Hm  • 
men  of  the  steamer  **  Vanderbilt"  lyere  on  bowrd  the  "  Saxon/'  the  mate  of  the  "  Saxon'*— 
James  Gray — was  at  one  time  standing  on  the  ladder,  an  officer  of  the  United  Statw* 
war  steamer,  "  Vanderbilt  "-~a  Mr.  Donaghan — being  immediately  above  him,  on  the 
poop;  and  on  the  deck,  a  few  feet  below,  about  a  dozen  of  the  **  Vanderbilta"  m^n 
were  stationed.  The  officer,  Mr.  Donaghan,  appears  to  have  called  out  to  the  mate  of 
the  **  Saxon,"  James  Gray,  to  go  down  from  the  ladder,  and  on  his  not  appearing  to  obey^ 
repeated  the  order,,  at  the  same  time  pushing  Gray  on  the  right  shoulder  with  hie  left 
hand.  Gray,  trying  to  recover  himself,  turned  half  round,  and  looked  at  the  officer,  as 
if  to  enquire  what  he  had  done,  whereupon  the  American  officer,  Mr.  Donaghan,  drew 
hie  revolver,  and  shot  Gray  dead. 

The  evidence  in  support  of  the  murder  herewith  accompanying,  will,  we  conceive, 
be  deemed  conclusive.  XSTo  opposition  or  resistance  of  any  kind  appears  to  have  been 
made  by  the  deceased  mate,  Mr.  Gray,  to  warrant  this  act  on  the  part  of  Mix  Donaghaa. 
It  can,  we  respectfully  submit,  be  considered  in  no  other  light  but  as  a  deUberate,  coldv- 
blooded  murder,  and  we  entertain  the  hope  that  Her  Majesty  s  Government,  with  that 
high  regard  for  right  and  justice  which  has  always  characterized  the  relations  of  Englnnd 
with  Foreign  nations,  will,  in  its  wisdom,  enforce  upon  the  United  States  Government 
the  necessity  of  making  provision  for  the  widow  of  James  Gray  aforesaid,  left  as  she 
is,  perfectly  destitute,  with  foinr  young  children,  in  consequence  of  the  murderous  act 
of  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Donaghan,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Navy, 

With  regard  to  the  deceased,  we  beg  to  state  that  he  was  born  on  the  28th  day/of 
May,  1829,  at  Aberdeen,  the  son  of  Alexander  Gray,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs  Watkinsavd 
Gray,  of  Aberdeen,  Rope 'Makers.  He  was  a  Passed  Master  on  the  23rid  day  of 
February,  1853,  and  held  a  certificate  as  such.  He  commanded  the  brig  "  Wanderer," 
on  this  coast,  for  eighteen  months,  in  the  years  1856  and  1856,- and  was  emplbjred 
in  the  Cape  trade  for  the  last  eight  years.  He  married  Mary  Jane  Crampton, 
daug^er  of  Thomas  Crampton,  of  the  county  of  Kildare,  Ireland,  on  the  28th  day 
of  July,  1856,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  all  of  whom  survive,  their  ages  being 
six  and  a  quarter,  four  and  a  half,  two  and  a  half  years,  and  one  month  respectively. 

In  proof  of  the  matters  aforesaid,  we  beg  to  forward  the  follovnng  documents  here- 
vdth  annexed,  viz. : 

A.  General  power  of  attorney  from  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Gray,  authorising  us  to  act 
on  her  behalf. 

B.  Certificate  from  the  Registrar  of  Shipping  at  Cape  Town  shewing  the  bark 
**  Saxon  "  to  be  registered  at  this  port 

C.  Certificate  of  the  shipping  master  at  Cape  Town,  showing  the  nature  of  the 
voyage,  and  articles  of  agreement  signed  by  the  crew^of  the  baric  "  Saxon'"  when  the 
vessel  left  this  port  in  September  last 

D^  Certificate  from  the  Clerk  of  ilie  Peace  at  Cape  Town  of  evidence  taken 
hefore  the  resident  magistrate  at  Cape  Town,  touching  the  murder  of  the  mate  of  the 
"  Saa»a^"  the  aforesaid  James  Gray. 

E.  Notarial  certificate  and  copy  of  the  masters  certificate  held  by  the  deceased 
James  Gray. 

F.  Notarial  copy  of  certificate  of  James  Murison,  owner  of  the  schooner  "  Wan- 
derer," of  the  said  James  Gray  having,  commanded  the  said  vessel  in  the  years  1866 
and  1856. 

G.  Certificate  of  marriage  from  the  Rev.  Geo.  Morgan,  Presbyterian  Minister  at 
Cape  Town,  of  the  marriage  of  James  Gray  with  Mary  Joae  Crampton. 

H.  Notarial  certificate  of  aflSdavit  made  by  Mary  Jane  Gray,  widow  of  JameB  Onjs 
before  WilTiam  Sampson,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Cape  Town,  that  the  four  children  of 
the  said  James  Gray  being  alive  at  this  date. 

We  beg  to  apologize  for  not  having  forwarded  this  application  earUer,  but  were 
prevented  doing  so  by  the  diflSculty  in  getting  the  documents  from  the  variowy  offiees. 

(Signed)  '     W.  SAMPSON  &  SON. 
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Inclosure  9  in  No.  11. 

General  Power  of  Attorket. 

KNOW  all  men  whom  it  may  concern,  that  I,  the  undersigned,  Mary  Jane  Gtaj,  widow  of  the 
late  Jaines  Ghray,  of  Cape  Town,  do  hereby  ordab,  nominate,  and  appoint  WiUiam  Patrick  Sampson  ' 
and  William  Byron  Sampson,  trading  under  the  style  or  firm  of  W.  Sampson  &  Son,  to  be  my  true 
and  lawful  attorneys  and  asents,  witn  fiiU  power  and  authority,  for  me  and  in  my  name,  and  ror  my 
account  and  benefit,  to  ask,  demand,  sue  for,  and  recover,  of  and  from  all  person  or  persons  whomso- 
ever, all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  which  now  are,  or  shidl  or  may,  at  any  time  hereafter,  become 
due,  owing;  payable,  or  belonging  to  me,  upon  and  by  virtue  of  any  notes,  bonds,  bills,  bookdebts, 
deeds,  or  other  securities  whatsoever ; — also  for  me  and  in  my  name,  to  settle  and  adjust  accents,  as 
they  shall  think  fit  and  proper,  and,  if  necessary,  to  compound  for  the  same  and  accept  a  part  of  the 
whole ;  also,  to  submit  any  matters  in  disqute  to  arbitration,  and  to  sign,  seal,  and  deliver  the  necessary 
acts  for  that  purpose;  also,  to  let  or  hire  out  houses,  to  collect  and  receive  rents,  and  grant  receipts 
for  the  same,  and  in  default  of  payment  or  deUvery,  to  use  and  take  all  lawful  ways  and  means  for  the 
recovery  thereof,  by  attachment,  ejectment,  or  otherwise ;  also,  if  necessary,  for  me  and  in  my  name, 
to  commence,  prosecute,  or  defend  any  action  or  actions,  suit  or  suits  at  law  or  in  equity,  in  any  of 
the  courts  of  this  settlement,  and  the  same  at  pleasure  to  relinquish ;  also  to  draw,  accept,  or  endorse 
bills  of  exchange  or  promissory  notes,  in  satisfaction  or  on  account  of  any  debt  or  claim  due  or  pay- 
able to  or  by  me ;  and  further,  to  buy  and  sell  immovable  or  landed  property ;  to  make,  sign,  give, 
and  receive,  in  due  and  customary  form,  all  acts  or  deeds  of  transfer  of  such  landed  property ;  also  to 
Appear  at  the  oflSce  of  the  collector  of  tithes  and  transfer  dues*  and  then  and  there  in  my  stead  to  take 
and  subscribe  the  necessary  oath  as  to  the  truth  of  the  purchase  amount ;  further,  for  me  and  on  my 
behalf,  to  take  or  eive  money  on  mortgage  of  immovable  property,  and  to  appear  before  the  registrar 
of  deeds,  and  make,  pass,  give,  or  .receive  all  such  mortgage  bonds  or  other  securities,  as  may  be 
requisite  or  necessary,  under  obligation  of  my  person  and  property  of  every  description;  and  also,  in 
my  name,  to  enter  into  securities  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever;  and,  generally,  for  me  and  in  my 
name,  to  choose  domicilmm  citandi  et  executandi;  to  manage  and  transact  all  my  affairs  in  this  colony, 
and  perform  all  such  acts,  matters,  and  things ;  to  make,  sign,  seal,  and  deliver  all  such  deeds  or 
instruments  as  may  be  necessary  or  most  for  my  advantage,  and  use  all  lawful  means  and  ways  thereto, 
as  fully  and  effectually,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  I  might  or  could  do  if  personally  present^  and 
acting  herein ;  hereby  granting  to  my  said  attorneys  and  agents  full  power  and  authority  to  substitute 
or  appoint  one  or  more  attorney  or  attorneys  under  them,  and  tne  same  at  pleasure  to  £splace  or 
remove,  and  appoint  another  or  others ;  hereby  ratifying,  allowing  and- confirmim;,  and  promiain^  at  all 
times  to  ratify,  allow,  and  confirm,  all  and  whatsoever  my  said  attorneys,  their  substitute  or  sabsntutes, 
shall  lawfully  do,  or  causae  to  be  done,  in  or  about  the  premises,  by  virtue  of  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Cape  Town,  thia  Sftth  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863. 

MARY  JANE  GRAY. 
As  witnesses. 

H.  6.  Gltwk. 

J*  Cramptok. 


Inclosure  10  in  No.  11. 
Register. 


I  TBE  undersigned  Registrar  of  the  Port  of  Cape  Town,  herebv  certify  that  the  *'  Saxon'' 
(215-69  tons);  official  number  37,024;  Port  number  1,  was  on  the  9th  day  of  February,  1863,  duly 
reristered  at  thb  Port  in  the  name  of  William  James  Anderson. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  this  16th  day  of  December^ 

***'•  J.  T.  FISH.  Begitlrar. 


Indosure  11  in  No.  11. 


Articles  of  Agreement. 

I  CERTIFY  that  that  the  terms  of  the  Articles  of  Agreement,  signed  by  the  crew  of  the 
British  barque  "  Saxon,''  of  Cape  Town,  215  tons,  commanded  by  Stephen  Shephard,  run  thus:  from 
Table  Bay  to  Ascension,  from  thence  to  Rio,  and,  for  any  Port  or  Ports  m  the  South  Atlwitic,  as 
employment  offers,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  months— final  Port  of  discharge  to  be  Table  Bay. 

THOMAS  TINLEY,  Shipping  Master. 

5th  Ikcemberj  1863. 
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IndoBiire  12  in  No.  11. 
IXspoehions  of  Stq>lien  Shephard,  Horace  Carren,  WUIiam  Munaj,  and  Richard  Cable. 

Retidewfs  MagUtrat^t  Court,  Cape  Town,  Decmnber  Isiy  1863. 

Appeared  before  Jobn  Montgomery  Hill,  Esqaire,  Resident  Magistrate. 

STEPHEN  SHEPHARD  sworn  states : 

I  was  the  master  of  the  barque  '^  Saxon."  She  left  Table  Bay  on  the  2nd  of  September  last 
with  cattle  for  Goyemraent,  and  bound  to  Ascension,  where  we  arrived  about  the  17th  of  the  same 
month.  I  proceeded  by  order  from  there  to  Angra  Pequena.  The  orders  were  from  the  owners, 
Anderson,  Saxon  &  Co.  We  arrived  there  on  the  16tn  of  October  in 'ballast.  When  there,  we 
painted  the  ship,  and  after  being  there  for  eleven  days  I  received  orders  to  ship  certain  cargo  that  was 
•  there,  consisting  of  skins  and  wool.  I  took  the  cargo  from  the  beach  by  my  crew  and  some  men.  I 
received  no  men  from  the  "  Atlas."  On  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  October  I  completed  loading, 
and  was  preparing  for  sea,  and  then  observed  a  large  steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the  "  Vanderbilt " 
American  man-of-war  steamer.  She  anchored  abreast  of  Angra  ir'equena  (Penguin  Island).  I  was' 
lying  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Penguin  Islajad.  Shortly  after  the  steamer  sent  an  armed  boat  to 
my 'ship.  The  officers  in  charge  were  Beldon,  the  senior,  and  Donaghan,  the  junior  officers.  It  was 
about  1*30  P.M.  when  they  boarded  my  ship.  The  first  question  asked  was  where  1  was  from,  and  I 
presume  they  must  have  already  seen  the  name  on  the  stem.  Afterwards,  how  long  I  had  been  there, 
and  I  told  them.  They  then  asked  for  mypapers,  and  £  asked  by  what  authority  he  wanted  to  see 
the  papers. '  The  officer  then  told  me  that  Captain  Baldwin  had  sent  him  to  do  so,  adding,  "  Captain, 
it  is  MO  use,  I  must  see  your  papers."  He  did  not  ask  me  what  my  cargo  consisted  of  before  he  saw 
ihe  papers,  but  after  looking  at  them  he  said,  ^^  skins  and  wool  I  ^'  that  will  do.  The  officer  retained 
the  papers  and  went  to  look  down  the  hold,  and  asked  me  if  £  knew  where  the  cargo  had  come  from. 
I  told  him  all  £  knew  was  that  I  had  come  here  to  take  it  in.  He  told  me  that  he  must  take  the  papers 
to  Captain  Baldwin,  and  then  he  left  the  vessel,  leavinjr  the  junior  officers  in  charge.  He  took  the 
Register  Articles,  Clearance  from  Customs,  and  the  Bin  of  Jjading  with  him.  to  the  "  Vanderbilt.'* 
I  ihen  told  the  officer  that  £  was  ready  for  sea  and  would  leave  with  or  without  papers,  as  £  was  bound 
to  f^almouth  for  orders.  He  said  you  had  better  not  try  it,  for  that  the  steamer  could  go  faster  th^x 
I  could.  The  ^'  Saxon  ^  was  215  tons  register,  and  registered  at  the  Cape.  On  that  he  left  the  ship. 
About  an  hour  afterwards  another  boat  came  from  the  "  Vanderbilt,*'  with  another  armed  crew  in 
charge  of  Lieut  Keith.  This  boat  left  at  the  same  time  as  the  other  boat  left  my  vessel.  We  were 
lying  about  two  miles  apart,  and  a  strong  breeze  blowing  at  the  time.  They  got  on  board  and  placed 
armed  men  on  Ihe  deck  :  the  crew  first  got  up,  and  then  the  officer  followed.  On  coming  on  board 
bis  crew  drove  my  men  bdlow,  and  the  officer  did  not  state  his  business  at  the  time  be  boarded  until 
I  asked  him,  when  he  asked  me  who  £  was,  and  £  told  him  that  £  was  the  master,  and  he  told  me  that  £ 
was  no  more  master  of  this  vessel,  and  £  will  thank  you  to  go  below  andtgive  no  more  orders,  and  £ 
will  not  allow  you  to  talk  to  any  of  the  ship's  companv.  £  told  him  he  oi^ght  to  have  come  to  me  as 
a  gentleman  to  tell  me  what  his  business  was,  instead  of  taking  charg^.in  the  manner  he  did,  and 
before  his  commander  had  seen  my  papers.  ££e  ordered  me  below  then ;  £  made  no  reply  and  obeyed. 
About  four  o'clock  £  observed  a  boat,  with  the  £sland  men,  coming  to  our  ship  to  ask  for  some  bread 
and  meat  £  told  my  chief  officer,  Mr.  Gri^y,  that  he  might  give  them  some,  but  should  first  inform 
the  American  officer  in  charge  of  our  vessel,  which  he  did.  At  first  he  consented,  but  afterwards 
refused,  but  gave  n#  reason  for  refusal.  Mr.  Gray  came  and  told  me  of  this  refusal,  and  £  told  him 
to  heave  them  into  the  boat,  and  if  he  was  prevented,  £  could  not  help  it  Lieut  Keith  was  standing 
by,  and  told  me  £  was  giving  too  many  orders,  and  if  I  did  not  go  below  he  would  sopn  put  me  where 
the  dogs  could  not  bark  at  me.  £  was  down  below  for  about  nine  or  ten  minutes  when  £  heard  the 
report  of  a  pistol.  £  had  been  in  my  cabin  with  a  sentry  at  the  door.  Oa  bearing  the  report  £ 
rushsd  on  deck,  and  some  one  told  me  in  passing  they  had  shot  the  mate.  £  went  to  the  mamdeck 
and  found  Mr.  Gray  lying  dead.  £  mised  him  in  my  arms,  but  found  life  was  extinct  The  ball 
entered  at  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  £  saw  a  pistol  in  Donaghan's  hands,  and  £  was  told  that  he  had 
shot  Mr.  Gray.  £  asked  the  senior  officer  why  he  had  shot  my  mate,  and  he  replied  it  was  an  acci- 
dent. £  then  asked  the  junior  officer,  and  his  reply  was,  '^  poor  fellow,  £  am  sorry  for  him,  but  must 
obey  orders."  They  then  took  the  body  below.  £n  the  meantime  the  "  Vanderbilt "  had  gone  in 
chase  of  a  vessel,  and  we  were  dropped  down  to  where  the  "  Vanderbilt "  had  been  laying,  nearly 
abreast  of  the  island,  about  a  cable's  length  off  the  island,  and  between  the.  island  and  the  land.  The 
**  Vanderbilt "  returned  the  next  morning,  when  I  was  sent  for  by  Captain  Baldwin.  On  arriving  on 
board,  he  asked  me  if  £  was  Captain  Snephard,  of  the  barque  "  Saxon."  £  replied  *' yes,*'  and  he 
then  said,  ^^  Captain,  £  am  sorry  for  you,  but  your  papers  are  not  satisfactory  to  me,  and  1  must  make 
a  prize  of  your  vessel  and  send  her  to  New  York,  and  we  know  that  it  is  the  *  Tuscaloosa's '  cargo 
you  have  on  board."  Captain  Baldwin  did  not  mention  Mr.  Gray's  death  immediately,  and  he  only 
alluded  to  it  twice  afterwards.  Some  time  afterwards  £  told  him  that  £  was  sorry  for  the  loss  of  the 
vessel  and  the  mate,  and  the .  Captain  replied,  in  reference  to  the  mate,  **  he  was  very  sorry  indeed 
that  it  had  happened,"  and  he  repeated  the  same  remark  the  next  day  when  £  was  leaving  the  ship 
for  good.  £  asked  the  officer  on  board  where  Mr.  Donaghan  was,  and  was  told  he  was  under  arrest, 
and  that  £  could  not  see  him.  The  whole  of  the  officers  of  the  **  Vanderbilt "  seemed  very  much 
affected  on  hearing  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Gray,  and  seemed  to  regret  it  during  the  time  £  remained. 
When  £  left  the  "Vanderbilt"  £  was  put  on  shore  at  Angra  Pequena,  where  £  found  my  crew,  who  ' 
had  already  been  landed  with  the  exception  of  the  second  mate  and  cook,  the  former  of  whom  volun- 
teered to  go  in  my  place,  and  the  cook,  being  an  American,  went  voluntarily.  They  sent  bread  and 
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water«on  shore  for  our  use,  and  we  were  left  without  shelter.  The  crew  of  the  '*  Vanderbllt ''  took 
the  body  of  Mr.  Gray  below.  The  mate  was  buried  on  the  Slst  of  October,  and  one  of  the  "  Van- 
derbilt "  officers,  together  with  myself,  attended  the  funeral.  None  of  the  crew  were  allowed  to  do 
80,  but  the  second  mate  got  into  the  boat  in  the  dark ;  we  were  landed  on  the  Ist  of  November,  and 
walked  across  the  land  to  Halifax,  a^di^tance  of  about  eleven  miles,  where  we  were  afforded  shelter 
until  we  left  in  the  '*  Isabella''  for  Ichaboe,  where  we  stayed  for  about  days,  whence  we  proceeded 
in  the  same  vessel  to  Hottentot  Bay,  where  we  were  transferred  to  the  ^^  Lord  ot  the  Isles.''  I  took 
the  cargo  from  the  beach  by  orders  of  my  owners. 

(Signed)  STEPHEN  SHEPHAED. 

Before  me 

(Signed)  J.  M.  Hill,  K.M. 


HORACE  CARREW  sworn,  states : 

I  am  an  able  seaman,  and  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  barque  "  Saxon."  I  left  Table  Bay  to  go 
to  Ascension,  and  from  thence  to  Angra  Pequena.  We  laid  at  Angra  Pequena  for  about  twelve 
days.  I  recollect  the  ^*  Vanderbilt  *'  £)arding  the  **  Saxon,"  and  1  think  it  was  about  the  30th  or 
3 Ist  of  October  last.  A  boat  came  to  our  vessel  with  an  armed  crew,  and  two  officers,  the  junior  of 
whom  was  Mr.  Donaghan,  but  I  don't  know  the  name  of  the  other.  I  afterwards  saw  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  boat  come  out  of  the  cabin  with  some  papers,  which  I  presume  to  be  the  ship's 
papers.  He  ordered  the  batches  to  be  opened,  which  was  done.  He  then  looked  at  the  ship's 
cargo,  and  asked  our  captain  where  the  cargo  came  from.  Captain  Shephard  said  he  knew  nothing 
at  all  about  it  only  that  he  had  to  come  and  take  it  in.  The  officer  said,  "  Very  well,  I  must  take  your 
papers  on  board  the  '  Vanderbilt/  and  I  leave  this  officer  (pointing  to  Mr.  Donaghan)  in  charge." 
He  turned  to  Mr.  Donaghan  and  said,  *^  You  stay  on  board  until  1  send  a  boat  off."  Captain  Shep- 
hard was  standing  next  to  him,  and  he  further  said,  "Don't  allow  the  anchor  to  be  weighed." 
Captain  Shephard  said,  "  My  vefc«8el  is  quite  ready  for  eea,  and  I  intend  to  go  to  sea  immediately 
after  dinner."  The  officer  said,  **  You  can't,  I  have  got  your  papers,"  and  Captain  Shephard  saii 
'*  I  will  go,  papers  or  none."  Our  captain  then  told  us  to  go  to  dinner,  and  the  officer  left  for  the 
"  Vanderbilt,"  leaving  Mr.  Dona<rhan  in  charge.  We  then  went  to  dinner,  and  after  dinner  we  were 
called  on  deck,  and  went  about  our  work,  and  another  boat  this  time  came  from  the  "  Vanderbilt." 
The  officer  and  men  took  charge  of  our  vessel.  We  were  then  ordered  by  Captain  Shephard  not  to 
interfere.  Some  short  time  after  that,  when  I  was  behind  the  galley,  I  saw  Mr  Donaghan  standing 
on  the  brake  of  the  poop.  A  little  before  this  a  boat  had  come  from  the  shore  with  some  fish.  I  heard 
Captain  Shephard  say  to  the  officer  in  charge,  "  Will  you  give  these  men  Jn  the  boat  some  grub  ?  * 
He  said  "  Yes,''  and  I  then  saw  Captain  Shephard  come  in  a  hurry  to  the  place  where  the  men  were 
passing  some  meat  in  the  boat.  The  "  Vanderbilt's  "  men  were  then  stopping  them,  upon  which 
Captain  Shephard  said,  "  Throw  it  into  the  boat,  and  if  they  stop  you  I  can't  help  it.''  At  that  time 
the  American  officer  came  forward  and  touched  Captain  Shephard  on  the  shoulder,  and  said,  "  You  go 
aft,  you  are  giving  too  many  orders ;  I  will  put  you  where  the  dogs  won't  bark  at  you."  Captain 
Shephard  then  went  away,  and  it  was  then  I  saw  Mr.  Donaghan  standing  on  the  brake  of  the  poop 
with  several  of  his  own  men  near  him.  Mr.  Gray  was  halfway  up  the  ladder,  when  he  was  ordered 
down  by  Mr.  Donaghan.  I  was  distant  about  six  or  eight  yards  from  them.  Mr.  Donaghan  said, 
"  Go  down  I  "  Mr.  Gray  did  not  answer  or  do  anything,  when  the  officer  repeated  the  order  for  him  to 
go  down,  adding  or  I  will  shoot  you.  Mr.  Gray"  at  the  time  was  faciui^him,  whA  the  officer  pushed 
him  on  the  shoulder  with  his  left  hand,  and  Mr.  Gray  stumbled  and  tried  to  recover  himself,  and  as  he 
turned  his  face  towards  the  officer,  he  drew  a  revolver  and  shot  him.  Mr.  Gray  had  nothing  in  his 
hands.  Two  of  our  men  were  close  to  him,  and  about  a  dozen  of  the  "  Vanderbilt's"  men  also  about 
the  spot.  After  he  was  shot  he  fell  backwards,  and  I  and  others  went  to  pick  him  up.  I  did  not  see 
Captain  Shephard  at  that  time.  The  "  Vanderbilt "  men  then  drew  their  swords  and  pistols.  Neither 
of  the  men  of  the  "  Saxon  "  were  then  armed.  Mr.  Donaghan  said,  "  I  am  sorry  for  him,  but  I  obey 
orders."  The  men  of  the  "  Vanderbilt "  then  drove  us  forward.  Some  short  time  after  this  I  and 
two  others  went  aft  and  saw  the  captain  and  second  mate  holding  Mr.  Gray's  head.  Mr.  Donaghan 
then  said  (pointing  to  the  bnat  which  came  for  fish)  "  There  is  some  humbug,  as  five  men  came  off  in 
her  and  seven  are  leaving.  The  next  morning  I  saw  the  body  of  Mr.  Gray  in  the  after-hold,  and  the 
ball  had  entered  behind  the  left  ear.  About  dusk  that  night  the  body  of  Mr.  Gray  was  taken  on  shore 
by  the  boat  of  the ''Vanderbilt."  One  of  the  "Vanderbilt's"  men  said,  "  Donaghan  is  a  good  shot, 
but  he  is  a  great  deal  too  fast.  About  8  o'clock  p.m.  we  were  told  not  to  come  on  deck,  and  if  we 
wished  to  do  so,  to  hail  sentries  first,  if  we  did  not  want  to  be  shot.  They  kept  us  on  board  the  whole 
of  the  day  Mr.  Gray  was  buried,  and  on  the  following  morning  we  were  sent  on  shore  in  the 
'^Vanderbilt's  "boat 

(Signed)  HOBACE  CARREW. 

Before  me 

(Signed)  J.  M,  Hill,  R.M. 

Wednesdayy  December  2nrf,  1863. 


WILLIAM  MURRAY,  sworn,  states:— 

I  was  an  able  seamen  on  board  of  the  barque  '^  Saxon/*  when  she  was  seized  by  the  '*  Vander- 
bilt.'*    I  recollect  the  boat  coming  alongside   with   two   ofiScers^  the  junior  of  whom  was  Mr. 
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Donaghan.  I  saw  the  officer  go  with  the  master  in  the  cabin,^  and  fetum  with  the  ship^s  papers 
in  his  hand.  He  looked  down  the  hatches  and  said,  '^  wool  and  hides,  that  is  enough^''  and  he 
left  our  vessel,  leaving  Mr.  Donaghan  in  charge,  with  orders  that  the  anchor  should  not  be 
weighed.  About  an  hour  afterwards,  another  boat  arrived  from  the  '^  Vanderbilt  ;'*  there  were 
two  or  three  boats  came  on  the  second  occasion,  with  armed  crews.  The  men  and  officers,  after 
getting  on  board,  ordered  us  forward.  Shortly  afterwards,  a  whale  boat  came  from  the  shore  for 
provisions;  the  captain  referred  them  to  the  officer  in  charge,  who  at  first  consented,  but  after- 
wards declined  allowing  the  men  to  have  the  provisions — some  of  the  men  saying,  "  that  the  sons 
of  bitches  are  removing  the  food  in  the  vessel,  and  to  stop  them,"  and  afterwards  that  they 
were  pirates  and  ^' Alabama '*  people,  and  that  we  had  better  be  shot  at  once.  They  appealed 
to  the  master  again,  and  said  it  was  hard  to  let  them  go  without  food  for  the  nighty  and  the 
master  ordered  it  to  be  thrown  into  the  boat,  and  if  the  officer  prevented  them,  he  could  not 
help  it.  The  officer  in  charge  then  came  forward  to  the  master,  and  said,  after  laying  his  hand 
on  nis  shoulder,  *^you  are  giving  too  many  orders  here,  and  you  had  better  go  below,  or  I  will 
send  you  where  the  dogs  can^t  bark  at  you.*'  The  captain  then  went  below,  and  the  mate  was 
at  thb  time  standing  with  us  at  the  gangway,  and  shortly  after  followed  him  into  the  cabin,  but 
was  intercepted  by  the  officer,  Mr.  Donaghan,  saying,  **  Go  forward,  you  are  all  pirates.'^  The  mate 
made  no  resistance  at  all,  nor  did  he  speak,  and  the  officer  then  pushed  him  on  the  shoulder, 
saying,  "  Go  down,  or  I  will  shoot  you,''  pointing  a  revolver  at  him,  and  shooting  him  at  once  dead. 
The  mate  lived  for  a  few  minutes  after  he  was  shot,  but  did  not  speak.  I  was  standing  within 
two  yards  of  the  deceased  at  the  time,  and  saw  what  took  place.  The  captain  rushed  from  the 
cabin  on  hearing  the  report  of  the  pistol,  and  seeing  what  had  occurred,  he  called  us  aft,  but  were 
prevented  by  the  men  of  the  "Vanderbilt;"  one  or  two  of  us,  however,  were  afterwards  allowed  to 
go,  of  whom  I  was  one ;  and  I  saw  the 'same  officer  who  had  shot  Mr.  Gray,  standing  over  him  with  his 
revolver  cocked  and  pointed  at  him,  and  ei^claiming,  "  there  is  an  *  Alabama '  man ;"  and,  referring  to 
the  boat  leaving  for  the  shore,  he  said,  ^*  let  us  go  ashore,  and  do  for  the  bloody  lot  of  them."  Mter 
this,  leaning  over  Mr.  Gray,  I  said  to  the  officer,  Donaghan,  "  Life  is  gone ;"  when  he  replied,  point- 
ing at  my  face  his  pistol,  **  No,  it  is  not."  He  was  very  excited  and  insolent,  but  afterwards 
he  said,  *'he  was  sorry  for  Mr.  Gray,  but  he  should  have  obeyed  orders."  We  were  driven 
below  that  night,  and  told  if  we  came  on  deck  that  night  without  hailing  the  sentry,  we  should  be 
shot.  On  the  Sunday  morning,  we  were  put  on  shore,  and  were  allowed  to  take  nothing  else  but  a 
little  bread  and  water,  besides  our  kit.  The  day  after  our  vessel  was  seized,  the  "Vanderbilf "  took 
from  Penguin  Island  some  coals  that  was  there  on  the  shore. 


L*^V 


(Signed)  WILLIAM  MURRAY, 

Before  me, 

(Signed)  J.  M.  Hill,  R.M. 


RICHARD  CABLE  sworn,  states : 

I  am  an  able  seaman,  and  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  ^^  Saxon."  I  signed  articles  at  this  port. 
I  recollect  the  30th  of  October  last,  when  our  vessel  wa6  seized  by  the  '^  Vanderbilt,"  and  was  present^ 
when  the  mate  was  shot.  A  boat  from  the  island  came  oif  with  fish,  and  they  asked  the  captam  if  he 
could  give  them  some  provisions  for  the  night,  as  they  could  not  proceed  to  Halifax  in  consequence  of  the 
breeze  then  blowing ;  whilst  the  provisions  were  being  landed  into  the  boat  by  the  "  Vanderbilt  "  men, 
one  of  the  men  of  her  went  up  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  ship,  and  said,  "  they  were  taking  all  the 
stores  of  the  ship,  and  that  they  should  be  stopped."  The  captain  was  standing  by  at  the  time,  and 
the  officer  in  charge  at  first  consented,  but  afterwards  changed  his  mind,  and  on  again  being  applied 
to,  Captain  Shephard  told  themjto  put  it  into  the  boat,  and  if  prevented,  he  could  not  help  it.  I  was 
walking  alongside  the  master  at  the  time  when  Lieut.  Keith  came  up  to  him,  and,  taking  him  by  the 
shoulder,  said,  "My  fine  fellow  you  are  giving  too  many  orders  here,  and  if  you  don't  go  below,  I  will 
put  you  where  the  dogs  canH  bark  at  you,'*  and  the  master  went  below,  and  a  sentry  was  placed  over 
nim.  Mr.  Gray  was  standing  at  the  main-rigging  by  myself  and  two  other  men,  and  about  ten 
minutes  after  the  captain  had  gone  below  Mr.  Gray  wanted  to  follow  him,  when  he  was  stopped  by 
Donaghan,  and  told  to  go  down,  and  was  pushed  down  by  the  right  shoulder,  when  Mr.  Gray's  foot 
caught  in  the  steps  of  tiie  ladder,  and  looKcd  up  as  innocent  as  could  be,  not  knowing  what  was  the 
matter.  Donaghan  had  his  pistol  already  drawn,  and  without  further  remark,  he  shot  him  do^^n.  I 
did  not  hear  that  Mr.  Donaghan  was  desired  to  shoot  Gray  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  our  vessel. 
Mr.  Gray  offered  no  resistance  before  he  was  shot.  Deceased  was  liked  by  the  whole  of  the  ship's 
company.  Mr.  Gray  could  not  have  given  the  officers  any  offence  whatever,  and  he  had  dined  with 
Donaghan  at  the  master's  table  the  same  day.  We  signed  the  articles  for  Ascension^  and  any  other 
port  in  the  South  Atlantic  ocean.  I  was  not  aware,  nor  were  any  other  of  the  crew  to  my  know- 
ledge, for  what  service  we  went  to  Angra  Peguena,  and  we  did  not  know  what  our  cargo  was  to  be 
until  we  saw  it  on  shore  at  Angra  Peguena.  When  Donaghan  had  shot  Gray,  he  gave  orders  to  his 
men  to  draw  swords,  and  our  crew  to  go  forward.  I  don't  know  the  reason  for  these  orders,  for  they 
were  all  armed  to  the  teeth,  and  double  our  number,  while  we  had  not  a  weapon  amongst  us,  and 
showed  no  symptom  of  dissaffection  or  resistance.  Mr.  Keith  came  on  the  poop  when  Donaghan 
ordered  us  below,  and  one  of  the  men  came  up  to  me  in  a  cowardly  and  menancing  manner,  and  asked 
me  whether  we  were  going  to  take  the  ship  back  again ;  and  I  replied,  throwing  out  my  arms  to  show 
our  helplessness,  does  it  look  like  it?  Mr.  Keith,  when  he  saw  Mr.  Gray  was  shot,  disapproved  of  it 
greatly,  and  said  ^*  he  was  very  sorry  for  it,  and  did  not  know  how  soon  it  would  be  his  turn."  There 
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w«e  more  than  a  dozen  men  of  the  "  Vanderbilf'  ckwe  at  hand,  when  Mr.  Gray  waa  shot,  and  evev^ 
if  he  had  showed  resistance,  there  was  no  necessity  ef  usi^  yiolenoe..   Gray;  was  notr  a  yard  distant 
from  Donagfaaa  when  he  was  shot* 

(Signed)  RICHARD  CABLE. 

Before  me, 

(Silpied)  J.  M.  HiLi^  B.AL 


Attomey^GemjaFs  Office^ 
2nd  December,  1863. 


(Signed)  R.  JOHNSOJT*  DDTTON, 

A^inff  Chrk  of  the  Peaa. 


1856. 


Indosnre  13"  in  No.  11. 
Original  Register. 
Marriage  solemnized  at  Cape  Town,  in  the  Parish  of 


,  District  of  Cape  Towa. .     185t 


No. 

Wb^nmanM. 

NuDMand 
SaroMDea. 

Ages. 

ConditioiL 

Rank  or 
ProfeaaiM. 

RetideH«va« 
thetknaof  . 
Marriage. 

AMr 
Baim»or 
License. 

givemorJvdgeli' 
Order. 

410 

28th  Jtdy, 
1866. 

James  Gray 

Mary  Jane 
Cr^mpton. 

Full  age. 
Minor. 

Badielor. 

# 
Spinster. 

Master 
Marinsr. 

Cape  TowBw 
Cape  Town. 

After 
Bannsi 

Jane  HemkinB  (ferj 
merly  Cramptc*^: 
mother. 

Manriedinthe  Scottish  Church  at  Cape  Town  aforesaid,  after  Banns,  by  me,  George  Morgan,  Minister  oC 

the  Scottish  Church. 


This   Marriage  i  James  Gray. 

was  solemnized  I 

between  us  .. .  (  Mary  Jane  Crampton. 


,1- 


the  presence  of 


( Isaac  Lenthall. 


(  Margaret  Crampton. 
Examined  with  the  Original  Register,  by  me,  and  found  to  be  correct. 
Cape  Town,  27  November,  1863.  GEORGE  MORGAN,  Minister. 


Inclosuye  14- in  No.  11. 

Affidavits. 

BE  it  hereby  made  known,  that  on  this,  the  Sixteenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  William  Edward  Moore,  of  Oapre  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Notary  Public  by  the  authority  of  Government,  duly  sworn  and  admitted. 

Personally  appeared,  Mary  Jane  Gray,  widow  of  the  late  James  Gray,  late  chief  mate  of  tlje 
vessel  called  the  '•  Saxon,"  and  did  then  and  there  in  my  presence,  sign  and  attest  the  affidavit 
hereto  annexed,  marked  A . 

An  Act  whereof  being  requested,  I  have  granted  these  presents  under  my  Notarial  form  and 
Seed  of  Office,  to  serve  and  avail  as  occasion  may  require. 

Thus  done  at  Cape  Town  aforesaid,  the  day,  month,  and  year  afore-written. 

{Qiwd  Attestor,)  W.  E.  MOORE,  Notary  Pkdtk. 


MART  JANE  GRAY,  widow  of  the  late  James  Gray,  late  chief  mate  of  the  vessel  oall^  the 
"  Saxon,^'  maketh  oath,  and  saith  that  these  is  issue  of  her  marriage  with  the  said  James  Gray,  law^ 
fully  begotten,  the  following  children,  named  Alexander  Gray,  aged  six  years;  Helen  Gray,  aged  fotir 
and  one-half  years ;  Thomas  James  Gray,  aged  two  and  one^ialf  years;  Matilda  Jane  Gray,  i 
one  month  and  six  days,  still  surviving. 

Sworn  at  Cane  Town  the  16th  day  of  December,  1863* 

MART  JANE  GRAT. 
Before  me, 

W.  SAMPSON,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Cape  Toum. 
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BK  ii  Kerefij  mmie  knowxiy  that  I,  William  Edward  Moore^  of  Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Notary  PobEc,  bj  the  sotlMrity  of  Government,  duly  sworn  and  admitted,  have  this  day  collated  and 
compared  with  die  ongaitJk,  the  copies  hereto  amexed,  numbered  I  and  2. 

NeL  1.  CTopj  of. Certificate  of  Competency  of  James  Gray  as  Master. 
UtoL  2.  Cc^  <^  Certificate  of  Service  of  said  James  Gntj^as  Master. 

And  I,  ibm^mid^'Nc/tKrf^  dd  cectify  and.  attest  ihsi  the  same  are  true  and  faithful  copies  of  the 
said  (Mrtginsiii^  sgid  agae^  thcirwrith  vin  every  respect  An  act  whereof  being  required;  I  have  granted 
thesctpieaeaatB  wider  mj  Notuiai  form^f  to  serve  and  avail  as  occasion  shaU  or  may  require. 

'Itias  done  and  passsd  at  Cane  T6wn  aforesdd,  this  sixteenth  iday  of 'D^cembeiv  in  theyeaf^K^ 
eur  Lbcd  dttetbtMuaade^g^  bMdted  and^^ 

(QtM^  AtUtftor.) .  W.  £L  MOOBE^  Noinrtt  Public. 


No.  1. 
(I^)  Hj  the  libtds  of  the  Committee  ofPtivy  Council  for  Trade. 

OMiifiCAVB  ov  Comnrimcr  asTAazwkb* 

WOKKBOS  ift  hm  faMi  feporftdd  to  us/tbat  you  haver  boen  fovnd  duly  qualified  to  fulfil  tb& 
d«tte» tf  MasftM  la  tka  iMevdiaiit  servioey  we  do^ hecebj*,  in  parsuaaoevof  the  Mercantile  Marine  Act^ 
IStfOy  grsBi  ypir  tUs  CfliBtifiattte  of  CooMpeiency . 

Given  under  the  seal  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  this  twenty-seoond  day  of  February^  1853. 

Sy  OEdcrof  thfttBoMd. 

(SigOed)  J.   W.   BTJSHEY,  \fm^nffi.Nn^  D-n«rf«l^ 

Pro. 

Secretarif  to  the  Naval  Dejyartment. 

FatlMd  1^  'tb&  Gensitd'  Britten  aiid>  Beoordi  Offiee  of'  Sestntn, .  ob\ tbf^^twenty^third  day  ^ 

(Signed)  EVEBAJID  HORNE  COLEMAN. 


Endorsed:  Nou  of  Certificate,  4702.  Addresv  of  bearer,  77  West  North  Street,  Aberdeen.  Date^ 
and  i^iice-of  fairtl^  IttT^^Aberdeea^  Aberdeen.    No.  of  Begbter  ticket  198,777. 

Signature,  JAMES  GRAY. 

This  Ceillficateiapvcp  i^n  aa  ogdiBFary^e«€M3EHPatio»  passed  at  Aberdeen  on  the  nineteenth  day 
•f  February,  18o3l 

Any  person  ifho  firandolently  foiges  cnr  alters  a  certificate,  or  fraudulently  makes  use  of  any 
certificate,  to  wladi  he  ia  not  justly  entitled,  is  liable  either  to  be  prosecuted  for  a  misdemeanor  or  to 
be  summarily  poniidied  befoie  a  Magistrate  by  a  penalty  of  JtlO,  or  by  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour  for  three  nonAst,  and  any  persM  who  refuses  to  deRver  up  a  certificate  which  has  been  can- 
celled or  SB?pend«t,  is  fiable  to  the  same  summary  punishment. 

Issued  :;t  tic  Port  of  Aberdeen,  •on  the  25th  daey  of  Februafy.  1853. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  BROCK,  Shipjmy  Master. 


No.  2. 

THIS  w  to  e&lSffliM:  Jioiied  ^wnr  hay  bcwr  in^  command  of*  my  sdiooner  '*  Wanderer,''  for 
eightaoi  momiha  pai^  aod  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  take  charge  of  a 
"vessel. 

(Signed)  JAJifES  MUBtSON. 

Cayt  Tmm,  JiijwUlt  IMfc 
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No.  12, 
Messrs.  Sinclair,  Hamilton,  &  Co.  to  Earl  Rtissell — {Received  January  30.) 

My  Lord,  11,  St.  Helen's  Place,  London,  January  29,  1864. 

WE  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  Mr.  Hammond's  letter  of  2l8t 
instant,  and  have  deferred  replying  to  the  same  until  the  arrival  of  the  Cape  Mail  placed 
us  in  possession  of  fiiller  information  as  to  the  circiunstances  attending  the  capture  of  the 
British  barque  "  Saxon,*'  at  Angra  Pequena. 

Accordingly  we  have  the  honour  to  inclose  copies  of  the  depositions  by  the  master  and 
crew  of  the  "Saxon,"  taken  before  a  magistrate  at  Cape  Town.  From  these  it  will  be  seen 
that  Mr.  Hammond  was  in  error  in  supposing  the  wool  with  which  the  "  Saxon "  was 
laden  had  been  taken  firom  the  "  Sea  Bride,"  as  Captain  Baldwin,  of  the  United  States 
steamer  "  Vanderbilt,"  appears  to  have  made  the  seizure  on  the  ground  that  the  wool  had 
been  landed  from  the  "  Tuscaloosa." 

The  **  Tuscaloosa"'  is  stated  in  the  newspapers  to  have  been  a  prize  taken  by  the 
"  Alabama  "  when  her  name  was  "  Conrad."  She  had  been  captured  a  considerable  time 
previously  on  her  voyage  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  New  York,  and  waa  taken  into  Simon's  Bay, 
where  she  waa  received  by  the  Colonial  authorities  with  all  the  privileges  of  a  Confederate 
man-of-war,  notwithstanding  that  objection  was  taken  by  the  United  States  Consul  that  she 
had  not  been  duly  condemned  by  a  Prize  Court  Be  this  as  it  may,  we  have  ascertained  that 
the  "  Saxon "  arrived  at  Angra  Pequena  fit>m  Ascension,  and  loaded  the  wool  from  the 
shore  ;  and  assuming  the  fact  that  it  had  formed  part  of  the  *'  Tuscaloosa's  "  cargo,  we  are 
advised  that  this  does  not  justify  the  capture  of  tne  "  Saxon,"  even  though  a  claim  to  the 
wool  should  be  substantiated  in  the  New  York  Prize  Court. 

We  would  further  respectfully  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  circumstances 
attending  the  murder  of  the  chief  mate,  which  are  of  such  a  nature  as  we  doubt  not  will 
demand  the  serious  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

^ "  In  reply  to  Mr.  Hammond's  inquiry  as  to  the  coals  seized  by  the  "  VanderbUt "  (which 
question,  as  your  Lordship  wiU  see,  is  quite  apart  from  the  seizure  of  the  "  Saxon "  and 
murder  of  the  mate),  we  have  to  inform  your  Ix^rdship  that  the  coals  were  not  conveyed  in 
the  "  Saxon,"  and  on  reference  to  our  previous  letter,  it  will  be  observed  that  when  seized, 
they  were  stored  on  British  Territory  at  Penguin  Island. 

We  inclose  copy  of  the  claim  for  the  coab,  made  Qn  the  United  States  Government, 
by  Messrs.  Anderson,  Saxon  &  Co.,  and  beg  that  your  Lordship  wiU  take  such  measures 
in  support  of  the  claim,  as  may  be  deemed  requisite. 

^/q  iiave  cLC 
(Signed)  '  SINCLAIR,  HAMILTON,  &  CO. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  12. 

Depositions  of  the  Mate  and  Crew  of  the  "Saxon" 

[See  Inclosures  2  and  3  in  No.  10.] 


Indosure  2  in  No.  12. 
Particulars  of  Claim  of  Messrs.  Anderson,  Saxon,  d  Co. 

The  United  States  Goyernment,  to  Wm.  Anderson,  Saxon,  and  Qo. 
1863.  Dr. 

Not.  23. — To  250  tons  Coal  taken  from  Penguin  Island  bj  the  boats  and  crew 
of  the  United  States  steamer  *' Vanderbilt,"  bj  order  of 
Captain  Baldwin,  on  the  31st  Oct.  last,  at  £6  per  ton      . .         . .         £1,500 

Cape  Town. 
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No.  13. 
Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

}l[j  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  January  30,  1864. 

MK.  CONSUL  ARCHIBALD  transmitted  to  your  Lordship,  in  his  despatch  of  the 
5th  of  January,  a  copy  of  the  deposition  made  by  the  second  mate  of  the  "  Saxon/'  the 
case  of  which  vessel  forms  the  subject  of  my  despatch  to  yoiu:  Lordship,  of  the 
21st  of  January,  setting  forth  the  circumstances  under  which  the  mate  of  that  vessel  was 
shot,  on  the  occasion  of  her  capture  by  Mr.  Donohoe,  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
steamer  "  Vanderbilt." 

I  have  received  this  morning  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  whom,  as 
I  acquainted  you  in  my  despatch,  I  proposed  to  consult  with  reference  to  that  transaction, 
and  I  have  now  to  state  to  you,  that  if  the  depositions  of  the  second  mate,  David 
Aitchison,  contains  the  truth,  the  United  States  Officer  Donohoe,  ought  to  be  tried 
without  delay  for  the  wilful  murder  of  an  innocent  British  subject ;  and  your  Lordship 
will  make  a  communication  to  that  effect  to  Mr.  Seward. 

I  transmit  to  your  Lordship  further  statements  respecting  that  transaction,  which  I 
have  received  since  the  date  of  my  despatch. 

I  am  about  to  consult  the  Law  Officers  again  on  the  general  question  relating  to  the 
captm-e  of  the  "Saxon,"  and  the  proceedings  of  the  "  Vanderbilt"  in  the  matter,  having 
received  further  information  on  the  subject  from  the  Colonial  Office,  and  from  the  parties 
interested  in  the  vessel ;  but  in  the  meanwhile  I  must  observe  that  the  deposition  of  the 
second  mate,  Aitchison,  although  it  throws  no  new  light  upon  the  cause  of  capture,  imparts 
a  stiU  ffraver  character  to  the  case  of  the  "  Saxon,'*  which  was,  independently  of  it,  one 
that  called  for  a  prompt  and  careful  investigation  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  United 
States  steamer  "  Vanderbilt ''  in  regard  to  that  vessel 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  EUSSELL. 

No.  14. 

Messrs.  Sinclair,  Hamilton,  &  Co.  to  Mr.  Hammond. — {Received  February  3,  1864.) 

Sir,  11,  St.  Helen's  Place,  London,  February  3,  1864. 

IVITH  reference  to  the  conversation  Mr.  Hamilton  had  with  you  last  week,  on  the 
fiubje<5t  of  the  coals  taken  from  Penguin  Island  by  the  United  States  steamer  "  Vander- 
bilt," when  you  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  Island  was  British  Territory,  we  have  to 
say  that  we  are  informed  on  good  authority  that  a  man-of-war  was  sent  (we  believe 
towards  the  end  of  1861),  to  take  possession,  and  the  British  Flag  was  hoisted  in  due 
form.  Furthermore,  the  Colonial  Government  granted  a  lease  of  the  island  or  a  portion 
of  it,  to  Messrs.  Granger  and  Co.,  Merchants,  Cape  Town,  who  have  ever  since  occupied  it 
and  carried  on  business  there.  Under  th^se  circumstances  we  trust  Earl  Russell  will 
support  Messrs.  Anderson,  Saxon,  and  Co.'s  claim  on  the  Government  at  Washington,  for 
the  value  of  their  coals  seized  in  so  outrageous  a  manner  by  the  "  Vanderbilt." 

(Signed)         '  SINCLAIR,  HAMILTON  &  CO. 


No.  15. 

Mr.  Haupmond  to  Mr.  Elliot. 

Sit,  Foreign  Offix^,  February  5,  1864. 

I  AM  directed  by  Earl  RusseU  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid  before  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Sinclair,  Hamilton,  and  Co., 
stating  their  reasons  for  believing  Penguin  Island  to  be  British  Territory ;  and  I  am  to  * 
request  that  you  will  move  his  Grace  to  inform  Lord  Russell  what  answer  should  be 
returned  to  Messrs.  Sinclair,  Hamilton,  and  Co. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  E.  HAMMOND. 
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No.  16. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Ea/rl  RusseU. — {Received  February  7.) 

My  Lord,  Washington^  January  26,  1864. 

IN  a  despatch  dated  the  23rd  ultimo,  Mr.  Consul  Archibald  reported  t& 
your  Lordship  the  arrival  at  New  York  of  the  British  barque  *' Saxon,'*  in  charge 
of  a  prize  crew  jfrom  the  United  States  steamer  "  Vanderbilt,'*  and  in  a  despatdi 
dated  the  5th  instant,  Mr.  Archibald  forwarded  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  depositioD 
made  before  him  by  the  second  mate  of  the  "Saxon,''  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
first  mate,  Mr.  James  Gray,  had  been  fired  at  and  killed  by  a  Mr.  Donohoe,  one  of. 
the  officers  of  the  "  Vanderbilt." 

On  being  informed  that  the  "  Vanderbilt"  had  arrived  at  New  York,  I  thought  it 
right  to  address  a  note  to  Mr.  Seward,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  deposition,  and  expressing 
my  expectation  that  the  Government  of  lie  United  States  would  immediately  take 
measmres  to  investigate  this  shocking  occurrence,  and  to  render  prompt  and  eflGsctual 
justice  in  the  case.     I  have  the  honoiu:  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  note. 

I  have,  &a 
(Signed)  LYON& 


Liclosure  in  No.  16. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Sir,  Washington^  January  19,  1864. 

IT  is  my  painful  du^  to  submit  to  you  an  extract  from  a  despatch  from  Her 
Majestys  Consul  at  New  York,  and  an  authenticated  copy  of  a  deposition,  which  wiB 
direct  yom:  attention  to  the  circumstances  imder  which  Mr.  James  Gray,  mate  of  the 
British  barque,  "  Saxon,"  was  killed  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States  ship  "  Vander- 
bilt,"  named  Donohoe  at  Angra  Pequena,  somewhat  more  than  two  months  ago. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  the  Grovemment  of  the  United  States  will  immediately  take 
measures  to  investigate  this  shocking  occurrence,  and  to  render  prompt  and  effectual 
justice  in  the  case. 

I  understand  that  the  "Vanderbilt"  arrived  at  New  York  the  day  before  yes- 
terday. ' 

Begging  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  the  authenticated  copy  of  the  deposition  back 
to  me. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


No.  17. 

Mr.  Elliot  to  Mr.  Hammond. — {Received  February  8.) 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  February  8,  1B64. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  5th 
instant,  accompanied  by  one  from  Messrs.  Sinclair,  Hamilton,  and  Co.,  in  which  they  say, 
with  reference  to  Penguin  Island,  that  they  are  informed  on  good  authority,  that  a  man- 
of-war  was  sent  towards  the  end  of  1861,  to  take  possession,  and  that  the  British  Flag 
was  hoisted  in  due  form,  and  a  lease  of  the  island,  or  a  portion  of  it,  granted  to 
Messrs.  Granger  and  Co.,  of  Cape  Town. 

I  am  desired  to  acquaint  you  in  answer,  that  in  the  month  of  Jime,  1861,  in  pursu- 
ance of  previous  orders  duly  given  for  the  purpose  by  the  Queen's  Government,  Her 
Majesty's  ship  "  Furious,"  proceeded  to  the  Island  of  Ichaboe,  and  took  possession  of  it, 
and  hoisted  the  British  Flag,  and  that  a  lease  of  a  considerable  portion  of  that  island  was 
granted  to  the  Messrs.  Granger  and  Co.     There  would  appear  every  probability,  there- 

*  fore,  that  this  must  be  the  proceeding  of  which  a  report  has  reached  Messrs.  Sinclair  and 
Co.     It  is  exceedingly  unlikely  that  another  man-of-war  should  have  gone  in  the  same 

•year  to  another  island,  and  have  taken  possession  of  it  as  a  colony,  without  any  knowledge 
of  the  fact  at  this  department,  and  a  lease  have  been  granted  there  also  to  the  saine  firm 
of  Messrs.  Granger,  of  Cape  Town.     The  Proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  of 
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Oood  Hope,  profeeaing  to  annex  Penguin  Island  was  not  issued  until  August,  1861,  which 
was  some  months  after  the  "Furious''  took  possession  of  Ichaboe.  But  in  order  to  omit 
no  means  of  seeking  all  possible  information  bearing  on  the  present  case,  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  has  written  to  mquire  whether  or  not  the  statement  which  has  been  made  by 
the  Messrs.  Sinclair  and  Co.,  about  the  occupation  of  Penguin  Island,  is  supported  by  any 
report  in  the  records  of  the  Admiralty. 


I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  FREDK  ELLIOT. 


No.  18. 

Messrs.  Sinclair,  HamUtony  &  Co.  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  February  8.) 

My  Lord,  11,  St.  Helen's  Place,  London,  February  8,  1864. 

REFERRING  to  our  letter  of  29th  January,  as  to  the  capture  of  the  barque  "Saxon," 
by  the  United  States  steamer  "  Vanderbilt,"  we  have  now  the  honour  to  inform  your^ 
Lordship,  that  the  "  Saxo V  at  the  time  of  capture,  was  at  anchor  within  a  mile  and 
4i-half  of  Penguin  Island,  British  territory. 

^^e  have  olc 
(Signed)         '  SINCLAIR,  HAMILTON,  &  CO. 


No.  19. 

Earl  RusseU  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  February  11,  1864. 

I  HAVE  to  state  to  you  that  I  approve  the  Note  which  you  addressed  to  Mr.  Seward 
on  the  19th  of  January,  a  copy  of  winch  is  inclosed  in  your  Lordship's  despatch  No.  51 
of  the  26th  ultimo,  caning  upon  the  G^ovemment  of  the  United  States  to  investigate 
the  circumstances  imder  which  Mr.  James  Gray,  mate  of  the  British  barque  "  Saxon,'' 
was  killed  by  Lieutenant  Donohoe,  of  the  Unit^  States  ship  "  Vanderbilt." 

I  am,  &C. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

No.  20. 

Mr.  Elliot  to  Mr.  Hammond. — {Received  February  12.) 

Sir,  Dovming  Street,  February  12,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  the  latter  portion  of  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  on  the  subject 
of  the  statement  made  by  Messrs.  Sinclair,  Hamilton,  and  Company,  that  they  believed 
Penguin  Island  to  be  ^British  territory,  I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to 
acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  E^url  Russell,  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  I  have  stated  that  there  is  no  document  in  their  department  to  show,  that 
Penguin  Island,  which  is  more  than  twenty  miles  south  of  Ichaboe,  was  visited  by  a  ship 
of  war  in  the  year  1861 ;  or,  that  Captain  Jones,  of  the  "Furious,"  called  there  on  his 
way  to  take  possession  of  Ichaboe. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  T.  FREDK  ELLIOT. 

No.  21. 

Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Offi<se,  FAruary  15, 1864. 

I  STATED  to  you  in  my  despatch  of  the  30th  of  January  that  I  was  about  to 
consult  the  Law  Omcers  on  the  further  papers  which,  since  the  date  of  my  despatch 
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oi  tiiie  2l8t  o£  Jaivuaxy,  had  heittk  oonMfwinM»ted  to  ibis  offiM  in  tiifi  cMe  <)f  tibe  oaptace 
Qf  the  **  Sawn"  by  Hie  Umted  Stot€»  stMmar  of  war  ''  Vimderlaat/' 

I  now  Bevd  to  your  Lordship  copios  of  such  of  tiiom  papeiB  as  it  ia  neoessaij  thai 
j^HCL  ah<nild  have  in  yow  possessioBu 

The  <xmetim<»)a  to  whdd),  after  coii^^  I  hamooMB 

on  the  several  points  in  this  case  are  as  follows : — 

1.  As  regards  the  capture  of  the  *'  Saxon/'  as  Angra  Pequena  is  not  a  British 
posaemom,  but  wouid  seem  to  be  a  deserted  spot^  and  as  the  Proclamation  of  Governor 
Grey  of  the  12th  of  August,  1861,  purporting  to  ertend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Crown 
over  Penguin  Tftlft^r^d,  was  not  previously  autnarized,  and  has  not  since  been  confirmed  by 
Her  Majesty,  no  violation  of  neutral  or  British  territory  appears  to  have  taken  place,  and 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  Prize  Court  could  not  be  contested  on  the  assump- 
tion of  such  violation  having  been  committed. 

It  seems,  moreover,  to  have  been  admitted  by  one  of  the  owners  of  the  ^'  Siu^on"  to 
Governor  Wodehouse,  that  the  vessel  had  been  actually  engaged  in  taking  on  board  part 
of  a  prize  cargo  landed  from  the  '**Tuscaloosa,'*  for  the  purposes  of  conveying  it  to  markrt 
as  the  property  o^  and  on  a«50unt  o^  Captain  Semmee,  of  the  "  Alabama.^' 

Under  these  circumstanoes,  Her  M^esty's  Government  see  no  groux^i  for  seekii^  to 
withdraw  the  case  from  the  jurisdicti<m  of  the  Prize  Court 

2.  As  regards  the  mimier  of  the  mate  of  the  "  Saxon,"  I  have  already  iiuatrticted  you, 
by  my  despatch  of  the  30th  of  January,  to  express  to  Mr.  Seward  the  opinion  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the  officer  of  the  "  VanderbUt,"  by  whom  that  murder 
was  committed,  should  be  brought  to  trial  without  delay ;  and  you  will  ftirther  state  to 
the  American  Minister  that  pecunianr  compensation  to  tiie  widow  ought  to  form  pact  of 
the  redress  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  should  make  for  this  atrocious 
act  of  their  officer. 

3.  As  regards  the  coal  taken  by  the  "Vanderbilt"  from  Penguin  Island,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  cannot  doubt  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
will  immediately  make  to  the  owners  thereof  fiill  compensation  for  the  value  of 
the  coal,  and  for  the  loss  they  naay  have  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  violent  ^ 
of  the  commander  of  the  "  Vanderbilt''  in  appropriating  it  for  the  use  of  Aat  vessel ; 
but  joa  will  not  &il  to  call  the  serious  attention  of  Mr.  Seward  to  the  proeeediog  of  the 
United  States'  officer,  for  which  no  justication  or  excuse  can  be  discovered  in  ajay  reports 
wbidi  have  reached  Her  M^j[esty's  Government  in  regajrd  to  those  matters  which  fouA 
the  subject  of  this  deq^atoh. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL 

No.  22. 
Lard  Lyons  to  Ea/rl  Russell, — {Received  Februaa^  16.) 

My  Lord,  Washin^on,  February  1,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  note  from  lifc.  Seward,  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  the  note  respecting  the  knung  of  Mr.  James  Gray,  first  mate  of  ihe 
**Sax:on,'^  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  to  your  Lordship  with  my  despatch  of  the 
26th  ultimo. 

I  have  abo  the  honour  to  enclose  copies  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Consul  Archibald  and 
its  inclosure,  referring  to  this  diocking  event,  and  reportfeig  the  arrival  of  an  agent  to  pro^ 
tect  the  interests  of  the  owners  in  the  judicial  proceedings  at  New  York  concerning*  the 
capture  of  that  vessel 

J  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Lidosure  \  in  No.  22. 
JCr.  Swnrd  to  Jmd.  iyws. 


My  Lpi?d>  JO^epartment  of  State,  Washington,  January  30,  1864. 

'  X  HAVK  the  hoaonr  to  ado^owjkclge  the  reoeipt  of  your  ooipixwnicatwp  of  the  19th 
^nutant^  oalBng  my  atteotion  ta  the  circumstaDces  under  which  Mz.  Jicmes  Ong^  mate  of 
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the  British  barque  "  Saxon/*  was  killed  hv  an  officer  of  the  United  States  ship  "  Vander- 
bilt  f  and  to  imbrm  your  Lordship  that  1  have  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  a 
copy  of  that  conunumcation,  with  a  view  to  an  ilivestigatian  and  such  proceedings  as  the 
result  may  call  for; 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)        '  W,  H.  S5WABD. 

P.S, — TIm  certified  copy  of  the  Affidavit  of  David  AitcWson  k  now  retame<l, 
pursuant  to  your  Lordship's  request 

Ludosure  2  in  Na  92. 
C&nsul  Archibald  to  Lord  Lj/OhSi 

My  Lord,  New  York,  Janvxiry  25,  1864. 

REFERRING  to  my  despatch  of  the  5th  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  your 
Lordship  that  Stephen  Shephard,  master  of  the  barque  "  Saxon,^  has  arrived  at  this  port 
from  Cape  Town,  to  protect  the  interests  of  tiie  'own^s  of  the  vessel  who,  having 
forwarded  a  power  of  attorney  to  Mr.  Charles  Edwards  to  represent  them,  my  interpo- 
sition on  their  behalf  has  been  rendered  unnecessary. 

I  am  informed  by  Captain  Shephard  that  the  evidence  of  himself  and  of  his  crew, 
in  reference  to  the  capture  of  the  "  Saxon,^  and  the  shooting  of  the  chief  mate  of  that 
vessel,  was  taken  in  due  form  at  Cape  Town,  and  transmitted  to  England  by  Her  Majesty^s 
ship  **  Gorgon,*'  which  sailed  from  Cape  Town  about  the  last  day  of  November. 

I  transmit,  herewitii  ^aclosed,  a  copy  of  a  letter,  this  day  received  W  me,  from 
Mr.  Charles  Edwards,  the  counsel  for  the  ohamants.  In  reference  to  the  queeiicm  of  the 
seizure  of  the  "  Saxon  *"  while  in  British  waters  (if  the  fftot  be  so),  I  presume  infitnioia/^fis 
fit>m  Her  Majesty's  Govemm«it  wiU  be  received  by  the  mail  steamer  "  €9iiiia^''  due  at 
this  port,  in  the  course  of  the  presait  week.  Meantime,  any  interposition  an  tikis  gvoimd 
of  claim,  it  ajppears  to  me,  would  be  premature,  and,  indeed,  without  any  evidence  on  which 
to  base  it. 

I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  trace  the  steward  of  the  "  Saxon.'' 

T  have  &c 
(Signed)        '    E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 


Indosure  3  in  No.  22. 
Mr.  EdwcMrds  to  Consul  Ardkibald. 


Sir,  New  York,  Jmiwryi  a4,  18€4. 

PERMIT  me  to  ask  whether  the  British  Govenunent  has  sent  on  any  instrootitns  to 
okdm  restitution  of  the  British  barque  ^*  Saxon,''  seized  by  tHe  United  States  ^/boaamt 
"  VanderbUt,'^  at  AnCTa  Pequena^  Arrica,  which  place  I  believe  belongs  to  an  independent 
dbief,  named  David  Uhristian,  and  is  close  upon  Penguin  Island  (within  two  owe^j  the 
latter  being,  a*  I  suppose,  British ;  and  if  so,  then  me  "  Saxon  '^  was  seiiied  in  neutral 
British  wafers. 

I  am  retained  by  the  owners  of  the  "  Saxon,"  but  consider  he  individnally  cannot 
take  the  benefit  of  seizure  in  xieutral  waters,  and  that  the  Government  whose  territory  has 
been  inMnged,  can  alone  do  so,  and  therefore  it  is  I  respectfully  ask  the  above. 

I  have  had  to  interpose  the  best  claim  I  could ;  wmch  claimants  of  cargo  are  pressing 
for  an  adjudication. 

If  the  British  Government  really  intends  to  demand  or  intervene,  then,  there  is  no 
time  to  be  lost 

You  were  so  obliging  as  to  allow  me  a  copy  of  an  affidavit  made  by  the  second  mate 
of  the  ''  Saxon,"  taken  before  you,  showing  a  Beeminff  wilfid  shootiDg  of  her  first  mate  by 
an  officer  of  the  "  Vanderbilt^*'  and  I  am  tiying  to  mS^e  use  of  it  But  as  this  deposition 
was  not  sworn  to  before  a»y  United  States  judicial  officer,  it  really  cannot  be  used  as 
evidence. 

Iha/re,  Jjpa 
(Signed)  CMABLES  S£>WABd»& 
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No.  23.  ^  ?, 

Lord  Xyoiw  <o  Earl  Rvssell— {Received  February  17.) 

My  Lord,  .  Washington,  FehnuD-y  5,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatches  of  the  26th  ultimo  and  of  the  1st  instant, 
I  have  the  honoxir  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  fiirther  correspondence 
relative  to  the  killing  of  Mr.  James  6ray,  mate  of  the  British  harque,  "  Saxon "  by  an 
officer  of  the  United  States  ship  "  Vanderbilt" 

Your  Lordship  wiD  perceive  that  a  Court  of  Enquiry  has  been  convened  at  Bostcm, 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  this  unhappy  occurrence,  and  that  I  have  informed  the 
United  States  Grovemment  that  Mr.  Shephard,  the  late  master  of  the  ''  Saxon,''  is  at 
New  York,  and  have  suggested  that  he  shoiJd  be  summoned  to  give  evidence  before  the 
Court. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Liclosiure  1  in  No.  23. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Department  ofState,  Washington,  February  3,  1864. 

REFEBRING  to  your  Communication  of  the  1 9th  ultimo,  calling  my  attention  to 
the  circumstances  m^der  which  Mr.  James  Gray,  mate  of  the  British  baxque  "  Saxon,"  was 


killed  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States  steamship  "  Vanderbilt,"  and  to  my  re^,  I 
now  have  the  honour  to  inclose  for  ypur  information  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  yesterday^ 

'le  Navy. 

1  have,  &a  * 

(Signed)  W.  H.  SEWARD. 


addressed  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have,  &a 


Liclosiure  2  in  No.  23. 

Mr,  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

gip  Navy  Department,  Washinaton,  Febrmry  2,  1864. 

'  I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  a  communication  from  Lord  Lyons  in  relation  to  an  occurrence  which  took  place  on 
board  the  British  barque  "  Saxon,''  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  1 1  j    ^  .i 

A  Court  of  Enquiry,  ponvened  by  order  of  the  Department,  is  now  assembled  at  the 
•Navy  Yard,  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  particulars  of  the  unfortunate 

occurrence  referred  to.  ^^  .     ,  ^  i        .    x-  •     xi. 

If  there  be  any  witness  now  in  the  Umted  States,  whose  testunony  m  the  case  is 
considered  material,  he  will  be  aQowed  his  travelling  expenses  to  and  from  Boston,  at  the 
rate  of  ten  cents  per  mile,  and  two  dollars  per  diem  during  his  necessary  attendance 

before  the  Court  of  Enquiry. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  GIDEON  WELLES. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  23. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Consul  Archibald. 


Sir^  Washington,  February  i,  1864. 

'  I  TRANSMIT  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the 

Secretary  of  State,  which  was  inclosed  in  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  I 

received  last  evening.  Immediately  after  it  reached  me,  I  dispatched  to  you  the  following 

tel^^ram  : —  1 1  j        i. 

''Secretary  of  State  informs  me  that  a  Court  of  Inquiry  is  now  assembled  at  the 
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Navy  Yard,  Boston,  to  investigate  the  killing  of  the  mate  of  the  "  Saxon,*'  and  that  if 
there  be  any  material  witness  in  the  United  States,  he  wHl  be  allowed  ten  cents,  per  mile 
for  his  travelling  expenses,  and  two  dollars  per  diem  during  his  attendance.  Ought  not 
Captain  Shephard  to  attend?" 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  23. 
Consul  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons. 


(Tele£p:^phic.)  Neiv  York,  Fehmary  4,  1864. 

i  THINK  it  sufficient  to  notify  the*  Government  that  Sheppard  is  here.  He  will 
attend  and  give  evidence  if  required  on  receiving  a  summons  for  that  purpose. 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  23. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Bir,  Washington,  Februaiy  5,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj*^,  which  you  did  me 
the  honour  to  communicate  to  me  with  youi*  note  of  yesterday,  I  hasten  to  inform  you 
that  Mr.  Stephen  Shephard,  who  was  master  of  the  "  Saxon,"  when  Mr.  James  Gray  met 
with  his  death  on  board  that  vessel,  is  now  at  New  York,  and  would  doubtless  be  able  to 
give  very  material  evidence  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry  at  Boston  ;  and  I  have  the  honour 
to  suggest  to  you  to  cause  him  to  be  summoned  to  attend  the  Court. 

He  can  be  heard  of  at  Her  Majesty's  Consulate,  at  New  York. 

I  have,  &a 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


No.  24. 
Messrs.  Sinclair y  Hamilton  8f  Co.,  to  Earl  RusselL — {Received  February  17.) 

My  Lord,  11,  St.  Helens  Place,  London,  February  17,  1864. 

REFEiRElNG  to  our  letters  of  4th  and  29th  January  and  3rd  instant,  we  have  again 
the  honour  to  request  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  coals  belonging  to 
Messrs.  W.  Anderson,  Saxon,  and  Co.,  taken  from  Penguin  Island  by  the  United  States 
steamer  "  Vanderbilt." 

We  have  to  state  in  the  first  place  that  Messrs.  Anderson,  Saxon,  and  Co.  had  agreed 
to  supply  the  "Vanderbilt,**  and  had  commenced  putting  coals  on  board  in  Table  Bay 
before  she  left  for  Angra  Pequcna,  but  the  Colonial  authorities  stopped  the  supply  because 
the  *^  Vanderbilt "  had  been  previously  coaled  (also  by  Messrs.  Anderson,  Saxon,  and  Co.) 
within  the  prescribed  time. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Shepherd  that  Captain  Baldwin  was  told  at 
the  time  that  the  Island  was  British  territory,  when  he  replied,  "  I  cannot  help  it ;  I  want 
coal  and  must  have  it."  And,  no  doubt,  the  coal  he  appropriated  from  Penguin  Island  was 
a  very  seasonable  supply. 

Observing  that  a  question  has  been  raised  as  to  whether  Penguin  Island  is  British 
territory,  we  beg  to  inclose  copy  of  Sir  George  Grey's  Proclamation,  dated  13th  August, 
1861,  which  we  procured  from  the  file  at  the  Colonial  Office,  Downing-strect.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  Proclamation  runs  that  Her  Majesty's  dominion  and  sovereignty  was  to  take 
effect  forthwith,  and  in  pursuance  of  this  a  lease  was  granted  in  August  1861,  of  Penguin 
Island  (and  other  Islands  adjacent)  to  certain  British  merchants  who  have  occupied  the 
same  ever  since  in  the  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  rights  as  lessees  which  had  previously 
been  disputed;  the  Proclamation,  however,  was  subject  to  ''Her  Majesty's  gracious 
confirmation  and  disallowance.'* 

The  coals  were  placed  on  Penguin  Island  by  Messrs.  Anderson,  Saxon,  and  Co.,  in 
the  full  confidence  that  their  property  would  be  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag; 
and  if  it  be  true,  that  by  some  oversight  the  Proclamation  never  was  confirmed,  neither 
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was  it  disallowed,  and  np  to  the  present  time  the  Islands  in  question  have  bsen  treated  as 
British  territory  by  the  Grovemment  authorities  at  the  Cape. 

We  therefore  submit  that  it  would  be  a  gross  injustice  if  Messrs.  Anderson,  Saxon, 
and  Co.  are  to  be  deprived  of  all  protection  for  their  property  in  consequence  of  tins 
oversight,  aod  trust  your  Lordship  will  support  the  claim  which  has  been  made  upon  the 
United  States'  Government. 

We  have,  &c.  , 

(Signed)  SmCLAIR,  HAMILTON  &  Co. 


Inclosure  in  No.  24.  '  * 

Extract  from  the  Cape  of  Oood  Hope  Government  •*  Gazette**  of  August  13,  1861. 

Proclamation. 

By  his  Excellency  Sir  George  Grey.  • 

WHEREAS  the  Island  of  Ichaboe  was  on  the  21st  day  of  June  last  past  taken 
possession  of  for  and  in  the  name  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  and  declared 
a  dependency  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  subject  to  the 
pleasure  of  Her  Majesty  in  that  behalf  her  dominion  shall  also  be  declared  over  a  cluster 
of  small  islands  or  rocks  adjacent  to  the  said  Island  of  Ichaboe. 

]S*ow,  therefore,  I  hereby  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known  that  the  sovereignty 
and  dominion  of  Her  said  Britannic  !^ajesty  Queen  Victoria  shall  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  declared  over  the  following  islands  or  rocks  adjacent  to  Ich%})oe,  that  is  to  say, 
Hollamsbird,  Mercury  Long  Island,  Seal  Island,  Penguin  Island,  Halifax,  Possession, 
Albatross  Rock,  Pomona,  Plumpudding  and  Roast  Beef  or  Sinclair  Island. 

This  Proclamation  of  Her  Majesty's  sovereignty  and  dominion  to  take  effect  forthwith, 
but  to  be  subject  to  Her  Majesty's  gracious  conformation  and  disallowance. 

God  save  the  Queen. 

Given  under  the  public  seal  of  the  Settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  this  12th 
day  of  August,  1861. 

(Signed)  G.  GREY,  Governor. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

(Signed)  Richard  Southey,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 

No.  26. 
Mr.  Hammond  to  Messrs.  Sinclair^  Hamilton  4r  Co. 

Gentlemen,  Foreign  Office,  February  20,  1864. 

I  AM  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  acquaint  you  that  the  matters  arising  out  of  the 
seizure  of  the  British  vessel  '*  Saxon,"  by  the  United  States'  man-of-war  "  Vanderbilt,"  to 
which  you  called  his  Lordship's  attention  in  your  several  letters  of  the  4th  and  29th  of 
January,  and  3rd,  8th,  12th,  and  17th  instant,  have  been  fully  considered  by  hig 
Lordship  in  communication  with  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  who  also  had  before  them 
the  information  on  the  same  matters  which  had  reached  Her  Majesty's  Government  from 
other  quarters. 

The  questions  arising  out  of  this  transaction  are  three  in  number  : —  ^ 

1.  The  seizure  of  the  vessel. 

2.  The  death  of  the  First  Mate. 

8.  The  coals  taken  by  the  "  Vanderbilt "  from  Penguin  Island. 

As  regards  the  first  question,  I  am  to  state  to  you  that  Angra  Pequefia  not  being  a 
British  possession,  and  the  Proclamation  of  Governor  Grey,  purporting  to  extend  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  British  Crown  over  Penguip  Island,  not  having  been  previously 
authorized  or  subsequently  recognized  by  Her  Majesty,  there  exists  no  ground  for  seeking 
to  withdraw  the  case  of  the  •'  Saxon "  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Prize  Courts  in  the 
United  States. 

As  regards  the  second  question,  I  am  to  state  to  you  that  Lord  Lyons  has  been 
instructed  to  express  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  if  the  facts  deposed  to  by  second  mate  Aitcheson  are  true,  the  officer 
who  killed  the  first  mate  has  been  guilty  of  wilful  murder,  and  should  be  brought  to  trial 
without  delay.     And  it  appears  from  despatches  received  from  Lord  Lyons,  that  withoot 
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waiting  for  instructions  his  Lordship  at  once  represented  the  case  >  to  the  United  States' 
Secretary  of  State,  and  has  received  from  him  an  assurance  that  a  Court  of  Inquiry  would 
he  immediately  held  on  the  matter. 

""  Lord  Lyons  has  further  been  instructed  to  apply  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  for  pecuniary  compensation  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased. 

As  regards  the  third  question,  Lord  Lyons  has  been  instructed  to  state  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  doubt  that  full 
compensation  will  be  immediately  made  to  the  owners  for  the  value  of  the  coal  and  for 
the  loss  which  the  owners  may  have  sustained  by  reason  of  its  seizure. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  HAMMOND. 


ISo.  26. 
Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  February  20,  1864. 

*WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  15±h  instant  I  transmit  to  you  here- 
with a  copy  of  a  further  letter  from  Messrs.  Sinclair,  Hamilton  and  Co.  respecting  the  coals 
taken  by  the  United  States  steamer  ^^  Vanderbilt "  from  Penguin  Island,  together  with  a 
copy  of  a  letter  which  1  have  caused  to  be  addressed  to  them  in  reply  to  their  vatious 
letters  on  the  case  of  the  '^  Saxon,"  of  which  copies^have  been  sent  to  your  Lordship.* 

I  have  submit^d  the  lett€frs  from  these  gentlemen  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
and  in  conformity  with  their  opinion  I  have  to  repeat  to  your  Lordship  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  consider  that  the  owners  of  the  coals  are  entitled  to  full  compensation  for 
the  unlawful  seizure  of  their  property  by  the  commander  of  the  ^'Vanderbilt;"  and 
further,  that  your  Lordship  should  address  to  Mr.  Seward  a  direct  remonstrance  against 
tite  violent  act  of  which  that  officer  was  guilty  in  seizing  the  coals. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


m.  27. 

Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office^  February  20,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  previous  despatch  of  this  day's  date,  I  inclose  for  your  infor- 
mation copies  of  .further  papers,!  as  marked  in  the  margin,  relative  to  the  case  of  the 
**  Saxon.'' 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  EUSSELL. . 


No.  28.  . 
Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  February  20,  1864. 

I  TRANSMIT  to  you  herewith  a  statement  made  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
by  Horace  Carrew,  late  a  seaman  on  board  the  '*  Saxon,"  respecting  the  murder  of  the 
chief  mate  of  that  vessel  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States'  steamer  *^  Vanderbilt." 

This  statement,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  bears  on  the  face 
of  it  evident  signs  of  truthfulness,  and  throws  more  light  ugon  this  unhappy  transaction 
than  any  of  the  statements  previously  in  the  possession  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  your  Lordship  will  make  it  known  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Steps  will  be  immediately  taken  with  the  view  of  sending  Carrew  to  the  United 
States  in  order  that  his  evidence  may  be  taken  on  the  inquiry  which,  as  stated  in  your 
Lordship's  despatch  of  the  6th  instant,  is  to  be  held  at  Boston  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  this  unhappy  occurrence ;  and  I  have  reason  to  expect  that  Aitcheson,  the 
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second  mate  of  the  ^*  Saxon,"  whose  deposition  was  taken  by  Mr.  Consul  Archibald,  will 
be  forthcaming*,  so  as  to  admit  of  his  proceeding  io  New  York  by  the  middle  of  next 
week, 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  EUSSELL. 


Inclosure  in  No.  28. 
Deposition  of  Horace  Carrew. 


HORACE  CAREEW,  native  of  St.  Helena,  aged  21.     Nearly  all  my  life  at  sea. 
Was.  a  sailor  five  years  ago.     In  1862  I  was  a  seaman  before  the  mast  in  the  ''  Pioneer 
of  London,"  bound  to   Natah     We  were  there  wrecked,  and  I  worked  my  way  to  Cape 
Town.     At  Cape  Town  I  shipped  in  the  "  Saxon,"  on  the  17th  January,  1863.    We  were 
to  take  cattle  and  sheep  from  the  Cape  to  Ascension  for  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
Shortly  after  that  day  we  sailed,  fully  laden  with  cattle  and  sheep,  and  forage  for  their 
support  on  the  voyage  and  at  Ascension.     We  had  no  other  cargo.     We  went  to  Ascen- 
sion, returned  to  the  Cape,  took  a  similar  cargo  for  Ascension,  and  the  same  again.    It 
was  on  the  third  trip  (backward  from  Ascension)  that  the  •'  Saxon  "  was  taken.     We  were 
coming  back  in  ballast.     We  got  as  far  south  as  the  Cape,  and  were  bound  there  (as  far 
as  the  crew  thought),  and  then  we  turned  across  the  south-east  trades.     We  knew  then 
that  we  were  not  bound  to  the  Cape,  Ijut  we  didn't  know  where.    The  first  land  we  sighted 
was  Possession  Island  just  above  (i.e.  to  south  of)  Angra:  Pequena.  »  We  went  into  the 
Bay  and  anchored.     Two  or  three  days  after  we  went  up  another  little  bay,  at  the  head 
of  this  big  bay.     AYe  stayed  eleven  or  twelve  days  painting  the  ship.     Then  we  began  to 
take  in  alotof  bales  of  skin  and  bales  of  wool  from  shore.     They  were  on  the  rocks ;    here 
are  no  houses  there.     A  small  schooner  (an  Englishman — the  '*  Atlas," — of  Cape  Town, 
I  knew  the  vessel)  had  come  down  when  we  had  finished  painting,  and  put  three  or  four 
men  ashore  with  provisions  and  a  boat,  and  these  men  rolled  the  bales  down  to  the  beach 
and  put  them  incur  boats, and  we  shipped  them.     On  the  30th  or   31st  October  we  had 
finished  loading  the  vessel  and  the  boat  was  coming  ofi*  with  the  planks  and  ropes  that  we 
had  taken  (to  make  a  sort  of  stage  onshore),  when  we  saw  a  large  steamer  rounding  tie 
point  at  the  bottom  of  the  large  bay ;  and  she  anchored.     She  lowered  two  boats  with  armed 
crews.     One  she  sent  to  Penguin  Island,  a  little  Island  in  this  bay  (where  there  was  a 
lot  of  coals),  and  the  other  boat  she  sent  to  us.     She  was  lying  about  two  miles  from  us. 
The  crew  came  up  alongside  and  two  officers  boarded  us.     The  senior  officer  went  dcwn 
into  the  cabin  with  our  captain  (Captain  Shepherd).     I  was  on  deck;  they  remained 
about  five  minutes  below.     I  won't  be  certain  whether  the  other  officer  remained  on  deck 
or  went  below  with  the  other.     I  saw  the  senior  officer  with  our  captain  coming  from  the 
companion  with  a  number  of  papers  in  his  hand,  and  they  walked  together  to  the  after 
hatch.     The  officer  ordered  our  captain  to  have  it  opened  (I  heard  this).     It  was  opened 
by  myself  and  another.     The  officer  said,  "  What  do  you  call  that,  captain  ?"  (pointing  to  a 
portion  of  the  cargo).     The  captain  said,  "Well  I  don't  know,  a  mixture  of  cotton  and 
wool  or  something.      All  I  know  is  that  I  have  come  here  to  take  it  in.'*     The  -officer 
said,  "  That  will  do.     I'll  take  these  papers,  captain,  on  board  the  ^  Vanderbilt,'  and  FU 
leave  this  officer  "  (pointing  to  the  junior  officer,  Mr.  Donaghan)  "  in  charge."     He  then 
turned  to  Mr.  Donaghan  himself,  and  said,  "Don't  allow  that  an(?hor  to  be  weighed.'' 
Our  captain  said  to  him,  *^  My  ship  is  quite  ready  for  sea ;  and  I  intend  to  go  this 
afternoon."     The  officer  said,  *' You  can't;  I've  got  your  papers."     Our  captain  said  he 
would  go,  papers  or  not,  as  he  was  quite  ready  for   sea.     The   captain   said   to  us, 
'^  Go   to   dinner,    men ;"    and   the .  officer   got  into    the    boat,    which    was  lying    on 
the  port   side,  about  midships,  and  went  aboard  the  ^  Vanderbilt,'   leaving  Donaghan 
on    board.     AYe    had    begun  weighing    before  the   officers  came  on   board,   so  as  to 
have  less    chain,  to    take    in   when    we    did  start.     AVe  jvent  to    dinner,   and  after 
dinner — say  an  hour — we  •went  to  work,  securing  spars  and  water-casks   and  making 
everything  fast.     In  less  than  half-an-hour  after    we  had  begun  this,   another  boat 
came  from  the  "  Vanderbilt. ''     Another  officer  came   on  board  with  the  boat's  crew, 
about  a  dozen,  and  t^ey  began  battering  about  the  deck,  apparently  taking  charge  of  the 
ship.     Our  captain  told  us  not  to  interfere.     (Our  crew  consisted  of  twelre  altogether, 
captain,  mate,  second  mate,  cook,  boy,  who  acted  as  steward,  carpenter,  and  six  men.) 
We  knocked  off  work  when  the  captain  told  us.    We  did  not  interfere  with  them  in  any 
w*7.     Some  of  us  were  on  deck  and  others  in  the  forecastle,  when  the  men  on  shore  (who 
h«i  been  helping  us  to  load)  came  off  to  us  in  their  boat,  bringing  fish.    They  asked  our 
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captain  if  they  could  have  any  meat.  The  captain  asked  the  senior  Ameriean  oflScer  if 
they  could  have  any?  The  oflScer  said,  '^Tes."  The  men  from  the  boat  went  fonjard 
to  where  the  meat  was  kept  (in  tubs  between  the  forecastle  and  the  galley^.  One  of  the 
"Vanderbilt"  men  came  and  told  the  senior  officer  that  these  men  were  takmg  all  the  meat 
out  of  the  ship.  They  were  taking  too  much  I  suspect.  The  officer  said,  ''I'll  be 
damned  if  they  shall  have  any,  then. "  Our  captain  was  standing  by,  and  said,  '*  I'll  be 
damned  if  they  shan't  then.  "  Our  captain  went  to  where  the  men  were  trying  to  pass 
the  meat  over  the  ship's  side  into  the  boat,  and  the  men  said'  to  him,  "  What  shall  we  do 
here?  they  won't  let  us  take  it?"  The  captain  said,  '^ Heave  it  into  the  boat;  if  they 
stop  you,  I  can't  help  it."  The  American  officer  had  followed  Captain  Shepherd.  He 
said  to  Captain  Shepherd,  patting  him  dn  the  shoulder,  "  You  go  aft,  my  fine  fellow;  you 
are  giving  too. many  orders  here,  or  I'll  soon  put  you  where  the  dogs  won't  bark  at  you" 
(tapping  with  his  other  hand  on  his  revolver,  in  his  belt).  The  captain. went  aft  (I  believe 
he  was  confined  to  his  cabin,  but  I  didn't  hear  the  order  given  myself;  I  was  told  that  a 
sentry  was  put  over  him  with  a  cutlass).  The  chief  mate  (Mr.  James  Gray)  was  for'ard  at 
this  time.  I  suppose  that  somebody  had  told  him  that  the  captain  was  confined  to  his 
cabin,  for  he  was  coming  aft  to  speak  to  the  captain  (as  far  as  I  could  see).  There  is  a 
low  poop,  and  a  short  ladder  of  three  steps  going  up  fiom  the  deck  to  the  poop  on  each 
side  of  the  raised  top  of  the  cabin,  and  from  the  poop  you  go  down  the  companion  into  the* 
captain's  cabin.  Mr.  Gray  had  got  two  steps  up  the  ladder,  on  the  port  side,  his  head 
was  turned  on  one  side  looking  towards  the  shore  (which  was  about  200  yards  off).  The 
American  senior  officer  was  standing  on  the  raised  top  of  the  cabin,  having  a  look-out 
over  the  whole  of  the  deck.  Donaghan  was  standing  on  the  poop,  just  above  the  three 
steps,  on  the  port  side,  where  Mr.  Gray  was  coming  up.  When  he  had  got  up  these  two' 
steps,  Donaghan  called  out,  "  Go  down. "  When  Gray  heard  this,  he  turned  his  head 
and  looked  up  at  Donaghan,  and  Donaghan  repeated  the  words  *'  Go  down,  "  ''  Go  down, 
or  I'll  shoot  you.''  He  didn't  give  the  mate  time  to  go  down  or  do  anything — he 
spoke  so  quick,  it  was  all  done  in  a  moment,  there  was  no  attempt  to  resist,  or 
go  on,  there  wasn't  time.  When  he  spoke  the  third  time,  /^Go  down,"  he  put  his 
left  hand  on  Gray  and  pushed  him.  Mr.  Gray  feU  back,  wheeling  round  to  save 
himself  as  he  fell,  and  turning  his  face  towards  Donaghan,  when  Don-cghan  lifted 
his  revolver  and  shot  him,  and  the  poor  man  fell  back  dead,  and  never  moved  an 
eye.  The  bullet  had  entered  above  and  a  little  behind  the  left  ear,  and  went 
downward.  He  lay  right  on  his  back.  I  was  seven  or  eight  yards  from  him.  I  stepped 
for'ard  with  two  of  our  men  to  pick  him  up,  and  the  senior  officer,  who  stood  on  the  top  of 
the  cabin,  sung  out,  "  Draw  ^vords."  His  men  dre^v  their  swords.  They  were  all  gathered 
about  aft— a  good  lot  of  men.  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  another  boat's  crew  had  come  by 
this  time  from  the  •' Vanderbilt.''  When  the  men  had  drawn  their  cutlasses  they  surrounded 
us,  and  presented  their  pistols  at  our  breasts.  They  blackguarded  us  awfully,  and  asked 
one  of  the  men  whether  we  wanted  to  take  the  ship  back.  They  drove  us  for  ard  when 
they  found  that  we  didn't  make  any  resistance.  About  five  minutes  afterwards  I  went  aft 
with  another  man  ( W.  Murray)  to  pick  Mr.  Gray  up,  who  was  still  lying  where  he  fell  with 
his  head  supported  by  our  captain  and  our  second  mate.  The  captain  (who  I  heard  after- 
wards had  rushed  by  the  man  at  his  cabin,  when  he  heard  the  shot  fire)  held  the  mate's 
head  in  his  lap,  and  looked  up  and  said,  "  What  did  you  shoot  my  mate  for  V^  Donaghan 
said,  '^  I'm  sorry  for  the  man,  but  he  should  obey  orders."  Donaghan  continued,  '^  There's 
some  damned  humbug  about  that  boat — ^five  men  came  off*,  and  there's  seven  going 
ashore  (pointing  with  his  revolver  towards  the  boat  of  the  men  who  had  come  for  the 
meat  and  were  returning).  ^^  We  ought  to  go  ashore  and  do  for  the  bloody  lot  of  'em^ 
they  are  all  ^Alabama'  men;  that's  one  of  the  ^Alabama's'  men,'  too,'*'  (pointing  to 
the  body  of  Mr.  Gray).  He  was  very  much  excited  at  the  time;  he  had  his 
revolver  cocked,  flourishing  it  about  every  way.  Mr.  Gray's  body  was  put  down 
the  after-hatch.  The  crew  were  told  not  to  come  aft,  unless  we  spoke  to  one 
of  the  sentries,  whom  they  placed  all  over  the  ship..  It  was  nearly  2  p.m.  perhaps 
when  Mr.  Gray  was  shot.  At  8  o'clock  we  were  aU  sent  below,  and  told  not  to 
come  on  deck,  if  we  didn't  v/ant  to  be  shot,  without  hailing  the  sentry  first.  They  kept 
us  below  all  night.  In  the  forenoon  next  day  our  captain  sent  forward  a  slip  of  paper 
asking  me  (in  pencil)  to  take  account  of  everything  that  went  on,  as  he  was  not  allowed 
to  write,  and  was  closely  watched.  I  made  memorandums  on  papers  (in  pencil).  I  don't 
know  what  became  of  the  papers — left  on  board  the  ship,  I  suppose ;  but  I  think  I  must 
have  destroyed  them, — ^no,  I  must  have  taken  them  away  with  me, — for  in  the  vessel  in 
which  I  went  up  to  the  Cape  I  copied  the  statements  down  from  these  papers.  The  copy  that 
I  made  was  given  to  one  of  the  reporters  of  the  paper  when  he  came  on  board  at  Cape 
Town.    I  never  saw  it  afterwards.    I  also  signed  on  board  the  ''Lord  of  the  Isles"  a 
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combined  statement  which  I  drew  np,  and  which  was  signed  by  Biy»elf,  and  Murray,  and 
Cable.  It  was  given  up,  I  believe,  to  the  Governor  or  other  authority  at  the  Cape.  The 
captain  had  it  from  us,  and  delivered  it  with  his  own  to  the  port  boat  at  the  Cape.  They 
kept  us  on  board  all  that  day  (the  day  after  the  murder).  In  the  afternoon,  about  dusk, 
they  buried  Mr.  Gray.  They  brought  a  coflSn  from  the  '*  Yanderbilt,"  put  it  into  a  boat, 
and  took  the  captain,  but  none  of  us,  and  went  ashore,  and  buried  the  mate.  AVe  remained 
on  board  that  night  too.  Next  day  we  landed  on  the  mainland  all  but  the  second  mate 
(David  Atcheson,  of  Dundee)  and  the  cook;  they  were  to  go  to  New  York.  They  landed 
us  with  fourteen  or  fifteen  lbs.  of  small  biscuit  and  about  five  gallons  of  water.  That 
day  the  '*  Saxon"  went  to  sea.  The  "  Vanderbilt"  had  weighed  anchor  and  had  gone  out  in 
chase  of  a  vessel,  but  she  returned  and  went  inside  Penguin  Island,  and  took  the  coals. 
The  captain  knew  that  there  was  a  guano  island  about  ten  miles  ofif.  We  walked  across^ 
and  waived  to  the  people  there,  and  they  sent  a  boat  and  took  us  olf.  The  islatid  is  close 
to  the  shore.  The  men  that  had  come  for  the  meat  had  gone  there.  We  stayed  on  the 
island  about  two  days,  when  the  "  Isabel  '*  (an  English  schooner)  came  in  and  took  us 
down  to  Ichaboe,  another  guano  island.  We  partly  loaded  a  brig  there  called  the  '^Lord 
of  the  Isles,"  and  went  further  down  in  the  schooner,  with  the  brig,  to  Hottentots'  Bay, 
to  fill  up  the  brig,  and  then  went  in  the  brig  to  Cape  Town.  There  was  an  investigation 
at  the  magistrate's  court.  I  gave  evidence,  and  the  captain  and  the  two  men  who  wert 
close  to  Mr.  Gray  when  he  was  shot,  William  Murray  and  Richard  Cable,  We  were 
sixteen  days  in  Cape  Town.  Murray  and  Cable  came  home  with  me  in  the  '^  Cambal," 
but  I  don't  know  where  they  are — shipped  in  another  vessel,  I  suppose  ;  but  I  don't 
know.  We  came  to  London  on  the  Gth  February.  I  have  been  living  since  at  my 
mother's,  3,  New  Terrace,  Turner  Street,  Stepney.  I  am  looking  for  a  vessel  every  day. 
I  have  told  my  story,  as  a  yam.  One  day  I  was  telling  the  story  to  a  friend.  A  gentle- 
man was  present.  He  was  a  perfect  stranger  to  jne.  I  said  that  I  was  thinking  of  giving 
my  evidence  as  I  heard  that  there  was  to  be  an  investigation.  He  said,  *'  You  had  better 
go  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.''  So  I  came  here  yesterday  morning,  and  left  my 
a^ddress^ 

Treasury,  Februai-y  19,  1864.  • 

No.  29. 
Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  February  24,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  20th  instant  I  have  to  state  to  your 
Lordship  that  the  seaman  Horace  Carrew  will  proceed  to  New  York  from  Liverpool 
to-morrow  morning  by  the  "  Inman  "  steam- vessel,  and  1  have  furnished  him  with  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Consul  Archibald,  who  will  report  to  you  his  arrival  and  take  your  directions  in. 
regard  to  him. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  further  statement  made  by  Carrew  to  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  Archibald  is  instructed  as  to  the  pecuniary  allowances  to  be  made  to  Carrew. 

It  seems  doubtful  whether  the  mate  Aitcheson  will  be  able  to  return  to  New  York. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


Inclosure  in  No.  29. 
Statement  of  Horace  Carrew. 


Treasury,  February  23,  1864. 

AFTER  Mr.  Gray  was  killed  (a  few  minutes)  I  heard  the  second  mate  (Aitcheson) 
ten  the  senior  officer  (Lieutenant  Keith)  from  the  *^  Vanderbilt "  that  he  heard  him  (Keith) 
give  the  order  to  fire. 

Keith  said:  '^I  did  not."  Aitcheson  said,  '^By  God,  you  did."  Donaghan  did  not 
say  one  .thing  or  the  other. 

I  think  that  Aitcheson  was  mistaken.  I  didn't  hear  Keith  give  any  such  order,  and 
I  think  I  should  have  heard  it  if  he  did.  I  was  near  enough.  There  were  only  three  of 
uS  at  hand  when  Gray  was  killed.  Murray  and  Cable  wer$  nearer  than  I.  We  ran 
forward  when  the  man  fell.    There  was  npthing  like  a  rush,  or  a  show  of  violence,  or 
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threats  of  any  sort.  It  would  have  been  folly  indeed,  for  none  o  us  had  arms.  I  have 
^  heard  that  these  skins  were  from  Monte  Video,  the  cargo  of  the  "  Tuscaloosa  "  which  the 
'^  Alabama  "  had  captured,  and  that  she  had  brought  the  cargo  into  this  little  snug  spot, 
and  I  suppose  that  our  captain  had  heard  of  it.  He  told  Lieutenant  Bell  of  the 
^*Vanderbilt"  (who  first  came  on  board)  that  he  was  bound  for  Falmouth  for  orders  (I 
heard  the  captain  of  our  vessel  had  so  said  in  giving  his  evidence  at  the  Cape). 
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federate Government.  Requests  interference  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  •  •  •  • 

Acknowledging  the  above.  Matter  referred  to  the  proper 
Department 

Report  from  Board  of  Customs.  United  States'  Consul  at 
Liverpool  should  conmiunicate  with  Collector  of  Customs . 

Will  instruct  United  States'  Consul  accordingly. . 

Further  information  received  by  him  . . 
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vernment with  regard  to  the  vessel  in  question 

Further  depositions.  Observations  on  the  fitting-out  of 
vessels  for  the  Confederate  Government  in  British  ports . 
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Report  from  Customs'  Officers  as  to  supply  of  arms,  &c., 
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Forwarding  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  from  the  Con- 
federate Government,  relative  to  the  "  Oreto."  Alleged 
br^each  of  neutralitv  by  Her  Majesty's  Govtmn^t 

Answer  to  above.  The  'Foreign  Enlistment  Act  viay  be 
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the  law  •  •  . .  . .  .  •  •  • 

Claiming  redress  for  damage  done  by  the  vessel  now  called 
the  **  Alabama  " 
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Correspondence  respecting  the  ^^  Alabama.'* 


No.  1. 
Mr.  Adttms  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  June  24.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States^  London,  June  23,  1862. 

SOME  time  since  it  may  be  recollected  by  your  Lordship  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
make  a  representation  touching  the  equipment  from  the  port  of  Liverpool  of  the  gun-boat 
the  ^*  Oreto  ''  with  the  intent  to  make  war  upon  the  United  States.  Notwithstanding  the 
statements  returned  from  the  authorities  of  that  place,  with  which  your  Lordship  &voured 
me  in  reply,  touching  a  different  destination  of  that  vessel,  I  have  the  strongest  reason  for 
believing  that  that  vessel  went  directly  to  Nassau^  and  that  she  has  been  there  engaged  ia 
completing  her  armament,  provisioning,  and  crew  for  the  object  first  indicated  by  me. 

I  am  now  under  the  painful  necessity  of  apprising  your  Lordship,  that  a  new  and  stilt 
more  powerful  war  steamer  is  nearly  ready  for  departure  from  the  port  of  Liverpool  on  the 
same  errand*  This  vessel  has  been  built  and  launched  from  the  doekyard  of  persons  one 
of  whom  is  now  sitting  as  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Comoions,  and  is  fitting  out  for  the 
especial  and  manifest  object  of  carrying  on  hostilities  by  sea.  It  is  about  to  be  commanded 
by  one  of  the  insurgent  agents,  the  same  who  sailed  in  the  **  Oreto."  The  parties  engaged 
in  the  enterprize  are  persons  well  known  at  Liverpool  to  be  agents  and  officers  of  the 
insurgents  in  the  United  States,  the  nature  and  extent  of  whose  labours  are  well  explained 
in  the  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  of  one  of  tbeDQ  which  I  received  from  my  Government 
some  days  ago,  and  which  I  had  the  honour  to  place  in  your  Lordship's  hands  on  Thursday 
last. 

I  now  ask  permis^on  to  transmit,  for  your  consideration,  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by 
the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  in  confirmation  of  the  statements  here 
submitted,  and  to  solicit  such  action  as  may  tend  either  to  stop  the  prcjeeted  expedition, 
or  to  establish  the  fact  that  its  puipose  is  not  inimical  to  the  peqple  c^'the  United  States. 

Renewing,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  in  No.  1. 
Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Sir,  United  States*  Consulate,  Liverpool,  June  21,  1862. 

THE  gun-boat  now  being  built  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  opposite 
Liverpool,  and  which  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  previous  despatch,  is  intended  for  the  so- 
called  Confederate  Government  in  the  Southern  States.  The  evidence  I  have  is  entirely 
conclusive  to  my  mind.  I  do  not  think  there  is  the  least  room  for  doubt  about  it.  Beau- 
forth  and  Caddy,  two  of  the  officers  from  the  privateer  **  Sumter,''  stated  that  this  vessel 
was  being  built  for  the  Confederate  States.  The  foreman  in  Messrs  Laird's  yard  says  she 
is  the  sister  to  the  gun-boat  *'  Oreto,"  and  has  been  built  for  the  same  parties  and  for  the 
same  purpose ;  when  pressed  for  a  further  explanation,  he  stated  that  she  was  to  be  a  priva* 
teer  for  the  '*  Southern  Government  in  the  United  States."  The  captain  and  officers  of  Ihe 
steamer  *^  Julie  Uhser  ^  now  at  Liverpool,  and  which  is  loaded  to  run  the  blockade,  state  thai 
this  gun-boat  is  for  the  Confederates,  and  is  to  be  commanded  by  Captain  BttUock. 

The  strictest  watch  is  kept  over  this  vessel ;  no  person  except  those  immediately 
[137]  B  2 
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engaged  upon  her  is  admitted  into  the  yard.  On  the  occasion  of  the  trial  trip  made  last 
Thursday  week  no  one  was  admitted  without  a  pass^  and  these  passes  were  issued  to  but  few 
persons,  and  those  who  are  known  here  as  active  Secessionniste  engaged  in  sending  aid  and 
relief  to  the  rebels. 

I  understand  that  her  armament  is  to  consist  of  eleven  guns,  and  that  she  is  to  enter 
at  once,  as  soon  as  she  leaves  this  port,  upon  her  business  as  a  privateer. 

The  vessel  is  very  nearly  completed  ;  she  has  had  her  first  trial  trip.  This  trial  was 
successful,  and  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  persons  who  are  superintending  her  construction. 
She  will  be  finished  in  nine  or  ten  days.  A  part  of  her  powder  canisters,  which  are  to 
number  200,  and  which  are  of  a  new  patent,  made  of  copper  with  screw  tops,  are  on  board  the 
vessel ;  the  others  are  to  be  delivered  in  a  few  days.  No  pains  or  expense  have  been  spared 
in  her  construction.  Her  engines  are  on  the  oscillating  principle  and  are  350  horse-power. 
She  measures  1,0.50  tons  burthen,  and  will  draw  fourteen  feet  of  water  when  loaded.  Her 
screw  or  fim  works  in  a  solid  brass  frame  casting,  weighing  near  two  tons,  and  is  to  con- 
structed as  to  be  lifted  from  the  water  by  steam-power.  The  platforms  and  gun  carriages 
are  now  being  constructed. 

When  completed  and  armed  she  will  be  a  most  formidable  and  dangerous  craft,  and  if 
not  prevented  from  going  to  sea  will  do  much  mischief  to  our  commerce.  The  persons 
engaged  in  her  construction  say  that  no  better  vessel  of  her  class  was  ever  built. 

I  have,  &c» 
(Signed)  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


No.  2. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  June  25,  1862. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23id  instant, 
calling  attention  to  a  steam-vessel  which  you  state  is  now  fitting  out  at  Liverpool,  with 
the  intention  of  carrying  on  hostilities  against  the  Government  of  tibe  United  States ;  and  I 
have  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  referring  the  matter  to  the  proper  Depart- 
ment of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  3. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sin  Foreign  Office,  July  4,  1862. 

WITH  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a  copy 
of  a  Report  fixjm  the  Commissioners  of  Customs^  respecting  the  vessel  which  you  have 
been  informed  is  being  built  at  Liverpool  for  the  Government  of  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States,  and  in  accordance  therewith  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  you  should  instruct 
the  United  States'  Consul  at  Liverpool  to  submit  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  that  port 
such  evidence  as  he  may  possess  tending  to  show  that  his  suspicions  as  to  the  destination 
of  the  vessel  in  question  are  well  founded. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


Inclosure  in  No.  3. 

The  Commissioners  of  Customs  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury. 

Custom-House^  July  1,  1862. 
YOUR  Lordships  having  referred  to  us  the  annexed  letter  fi-om  Mr.  Hammond,  Under- 
Secretmy  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  transmitting,  by  desure  of  Earl  Russell,  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  United  States'  Minister  at  this  Court,  calling  attention  to  a  steamer  reported 
to  be  fitting  out  at  Liverpool  as  a  Southern  privateer,  and  inclosing  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  United  States'  Consul  at  that  port,  reporting  the  result  of  his  investigation  into  the 
matter,  and  requesting  that  immediate  inquiries  may  be  made  respecting  this  vessel,  and 
such  steps  taken  in  the  matter  as  may  be  right  and  proper : 
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We  report — 

That  immediately  on  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  reference  we  forwarded  the  papers  lo 
our  Collector  at  Liverpool  for  his  special  inquiry  and  report,  and  we  learn  from  his  reply 
that  the  fitting  out  of  the  vessel  has  not  escaped  the  notice  of  the  officers  of  this  revenue, 
but  that  as  yet  nothing  has  transpired  concerning  her  which  has  appeared  to  demand  a 
special  Report. 

We  are  informed  that  the  officers  have  at  all  times  free  access  to  the  building-yards  of 
the  Messrs.  Laird  at  Birkenhead,  where  the  vessel  is  lying,  and  that  there  has  been  no 
attempt  on  the  part  of  her  builders  to  disguise,  what  is  most  apparent,  that  she  is  intended 
for  a  ship  of  war ;  and  one  of  the  Surveyors  in  the  service  of  this  revenue,  who  had  been 
directed  by  the  Collector  personally  to  inspect  the  vessel,  has  stated  that  the  description 
of  her  in  the  communication  of  the  United  States'  Consul  is  correct,  with  the  exception 
that  her  engines  are  not  constructed  on  the  oscillating  principle. 

Her  dimensions  are  as  follows  : — Length,  21 1  fe6t  6  inches ;  breadth,  31  feet  8  inches  ; 
depth,  17  feet  8  inches ;  and  her  gross  tonnage  by  the  present  rule  of  measurement  is 
682-31  tons. 

The  Surveyor  has  further  stated  that  she  has  several  powder-canisters  on  board,  but 
as  yet  neither  guns  nor  carriages,  and  that  the  current  report  in  regard  to  the  vessel  is 
that  she  has  been  built  for  a  foreign  Government,  which  is  not  denied  by  the  Messrs.  Laird, 
with  whom  the  Surveyor  has  conferred  ;  but  they  do  not  appear  disposed  to  reply  to  any 
questions  respecting  the  destination  of  the  vessel  after  she  leaves  Liverpool,  and  the 
officers  have  no  other  reliable  source  of  information  on  that  point.  And  having  referred 
the  matter  to  our  Solicitor,  he  has  reported  his  opinion  that  at  present  there  is  not  sufficient 
ground  to  warrant  the  detention  of  the  vessel,  or  any  interference  on  the  part  of  this  Depart- 
ment, in  which  Report  we  beg  to  express  our  concurrence. 

And  with  reference  to  the  statement  of  the  United  States'  Consul,  that  the  evidence 
he  has  in  r^ard  to  this  vessel  being  intended  for  the  so-called  Confederate  Government  in 
the  Southern  States  is  entirely  conclusive  to  his  mind,  we  would  observe  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  officers  of  Customs  at  Liverpool  would  not  be  justified  in  taking  any  steps  against 
the  vessel  unless  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  her  detention  should  be  laid  before  them, 
the  proper  course  would  be  for  the  Consul  to  submit  such  evidence  as  he  possesses  to  the 
Collector  at  that  port,  who  would  thereupon  take  such  measures  as  the  provisions  of  the 
Foreign  Enfistment  Act  would  require.  Without  the  production  of  full  and  sufficient  evidence 
to  justify  their  proceedings,  the  seizing  officers  might  entail  on  themselves  and  on  the 
Government  very  serious  consequences. 

We  beg  to  add  that  the  officers  at  Liverpool  will  keep  a  strict  watch  on  the  vessel, 
and  that  any  further  information  that  may  be  obtained  concerning  her  will  be  forthwith 
reported. 

(Signed)  THOS.  F.  FREMANTLE. 

GRENVILLE  C.  L.  BERKELEY. 


No.  4. 
Mr*  Adams  to  Earl  RusselL^^iReceived  July  8.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  July  7,  1862. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  4th  instant, 
covering  a  copy  of  the  Report  firom  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  respecting  a  vessel 
presumed  by  me  to  be  in  course  of  preparation  at  Liverpool  to  carry  on  hostile  operations 
against  the  United  States. 

In  accordance  with  your  Lordship's  suggestion  I  shall  at  once  instruct  the  Consul  of 
the  United  States  to  submit  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  that  port  such  evidence  as  he 
possesses  to  show  that  the  suspicions  he  entertains  of  the  character  of  that  vessel  are  weU 
founded. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
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No.  5. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Eiurl  RusselL^Reeeived  July  22.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  United  States,  London,  July  22,  1862. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  copies  of  six  depositions  taken  at  Liverpool,  tending 
to  establish  the  character  and  destination  of  the  vessel  to  which  I  called  your  Lordship's 
attention  in  my  note  of  the  23rd  of  June  last. 

The  originals  of  these  papers  have  already  been  submitted  to  the  Collector  of  the 
Customs  at  that  port,  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  made  in  your  Jjordship's  note  to 
me  of  the  4th  of  July,  as  the  basis  of  an  application  to  him  to  act  xmder  the  powars 
conferred  by  the  Enlistment  Act.  But  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  further  to  communicate  the 
facts  as  there  alleged  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  to  request  that  such  further 
proceedings  may  be  had  as  may  carry  into  full  effect  the  determination  which  I  doubt  not 
it  ever  entertains  to  prevent,  by  all  lawfiil  means,  the  fitting  out  of  hostile  expeditions 
against  the  Government  of  a  country  with  which  it  is  at  peace. 

I  avails  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  in  No.  5. 

DepofitionB. 

I,  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY,  of  No.  3,  Wellesley  Ternioe,  Princes  Park,  in  the 
borough  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  Esquire,  make  oath,  and  say  as 
follows : — 

1.  I  am  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  for  the  port  of  Liverpool 
and  its  dependencies. 

2.  In  the  month  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one, 
information  was  sent  by  the  United  States'  Government  to  the  United  States'  CooWate 
at  Liverpool,  that  a  Mr.  J.  D.  Bulk>ck,  of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Greorgia,  who  was 
formerly  the  master  of  an  American  steamer  called  the  ''  Cahawba,"  was  reported  to  have 
left  the  United  States  for  England,  taking  with  him  a  credit  for  a  large  sum  of  money  to 
be  employed  in  fitting  out  privateers,  and  also  several  Commissions  issued  by  the  Southan 
Confederate  States  for  such  privateers ;  and  in  the  month  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-one,  inibrmation  was  sent  by  the  United  States'  Government  to  the 
United  States'  Consulate  at  Liverpool,  that  the  said  Captain  Bullock  was  then  residing 
near  Liverpool,  aad  acting  as  the  agent  of  the  said  Confederate  States  in  Liverpool  and 
London. 

3.  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  steps  have  been  taken  to  obtain  infoniiation  as  to  the  proceedings  and  movements 
of  the  said  J.  D.  Bullock,  and  I  have  ascertained  the  following  circumstances,  all  of  which 
I  verily  believe  to  be  true,  namely : — ^That  the  said  J.  D.  Bullock  is  in  constant  commu- 
nication with  parties  in  Liverpool  who  are  known  to  be  connected  with,  and  acting  for, 
the  parties  who  have  assumed  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States ;  that  the  said 
J.  D.  Bullock,  after  remaining  for  some  time  in  England,  left  the  country,  and,  after  an. 
absence  of  several  weeks,  returned  to  Liverpool  in  the  nK)nth  of  March  last  from 
Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  CaroUna,  one  of  the  seceded  States,  in  a  screw-steamer 
then  called  the  ''  Annie  Childs,"  which  had  broken  the  blockade  of  the  port  of  Charleston, 
then  and  now  maintained  by  the  United  States'  navy,  and  which  vessel,  the  "  Annie 
Childs,"  carried  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States  as  she  cancie  up  the  Mersey ;  that  shortly 
after  the  arrival  of  the  said  J.  D.  Bullock  at  Liverpool  in  the  "  Annie  ChUds,"  as  above 
mentioned,  he  again  sailed  from  Liverpool  in  a  new  gun-boat  called  the  ''  Ordx>i"  built  at 
Liverpool  by  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  and  Sons,  shipbuilders,  and  completed  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  year,  and  which  gun-boat,  the  ''  Oreto,"  though  she  cleared  from 
Liverpool  for  ,  in  reality  never  went  to  ,  but  proceeded  to 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  to  take  on  board  guns  and  arms,  with  a  view  to  her  being  used  as  a 
privateer  or  vessel  of  war  under  a  Commission  from  the  so-called  Confederate  Government 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  which  said  vessel,  the  *'  Oreto,"  is  stated 
to  have  been  lately  seized  at  Nassau  by  the  com^nander  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  **  Grey- 
hound;" that  the  said  J.  D.  Bullock  has  since  returned  again  to  Liverpool,  and  that 
before  he  left  Liverpool,  and  since  he  returned,  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  superin- 
tending  the  building,  equipment,  and  fitting-out  of  another  steam  gun-boat,  known  as 
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^  No.  290/'  which  has  lately  been  launched  by  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.,  of  Birkecthead,  and 
which  is  now  lying,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe,  ready  for  sea  in  the  Birkenhead  Docks 
with  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  and  stores  and  thirty  men  on  board :  that  the  said 
J.  D.  Bullock  is  going  out  in  the  said  gun-boat ''  No.  290/'  which  is  nominally  commanded 
by  one  Matthew  J.  Butcher,  who,  I  am  informed,  is  well  acquainted  with  the  navigation 
of  the  American  coast,  having  formerly  been  engaged  in  the  coasting-^trade  between  New 
York,  Charleston,  and  Nassau. 

4.  From  the  circumstances  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  I  verily  believe  that 
the  said  gun-boat  "  No.  290,"  is  being  equipped  and  fitted  out  as  a  privateer  or  vessel  of 
war,  to  serve  under  a  Commission  to  be  issued  by  the  Government  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States,  and  that  the  said  vessel  will  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  said 
Confederate  States  to  cruize  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  United  States  of  North  America. 

(Signed)  T.  H.  DUDLEY. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  the  Custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  21st  July,  1862. 
(Signed)  J.  Price  Edwards,  Collector.  , 


I,  Matthew  Ma^ire,  of  Liverpool,  Agent,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : — 

1.  I  know  Captain  J.  D.  Bullock,  who  is  commonly  reputed  to  be  the  Agent  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  Liverpool. 

2.  I  have  seen  the  said  J.  D.  Bullock  several  times  at  the  yard  of  Messrs,  Laird 
and  Co.  at  Birkenhead,  where  a  gun-boat  known  as  No.  290  has  lately  been  built, 
whilst  the  building  of  the  said  vessel  has  been  going  on. 

3.  On  the  2nd  day  of  July  now  instant,  I  saw  the  said  J.  D.  Bullock  on  board  the 
said  vessel  at  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.'s  yard.  He  appeared  to  be  giving  orders  to  the 
workmen  who  were  employed  about  such  vessel. 

(Signed)  MATTHEW  MAGUIRE. 

Swoirn  before  me,  at  the  Custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  21st  July,  1862. 
(Signed)  J.  Price  Edwards,  Collector. 


I,  Allan  Stanley  Clare,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  County  of  Lancaster,  Articled  Clerk, 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows  : — 

On  the  21  St  of  July  now  instant,  I  examined  the  book  at  the  Birkenhead  Dock- 
master's  office  at  Birkenhead,  containing  a  list  of  all  vessels  which  enter  the  Birkenhead 
docks,  and  I  found  in  such  book  an  entry  of  a  vessel  described  as  '*  Number  Two  Hundred 
and  Ninety/'  and  from  the  entries  in  said  book  in  reference  to  such  vessel,  it  appears  that 
she  is  a  screw-steamer,  and  that  her  registered  tonnage  is  500  tons,  and  that  Matthew  J. 
Butcher  is  her  master. 

(Signed)  A.  S.  CLAEE. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  the  Custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  2l8t  July,  1862. 
(Signed)  J.  Price  Eowards,  Collector. 


I,  John  de  Costa,  of  No.  8,  Waterloo  Road,  Liverpool,  Shipping  Master,  make  oath 
and  say  as  follows : — 

1.  I  know  and  have  for  several  months  known  by  sight  Captain  Bullock,  who  is  very 
generally  known  in  Liverpool  as  an  Agent  or  Commissioner  of  the  Confederate.  States  in 
Amtrica. 

2.  In  the  month  of  March  last  I  saw  the  screw-steamer  *'  Annie  Childs,"  which  had 
run  the  blockade  from  Charleston,  enter  the  River  Mersey.  She  came  up  the  Mersey 
with  the  Coiifedomte  flag  flying  at  her  peak,  and  I  saw  the  ''  Oreto,"  a  new  gun-boat  which 
had  been  recently  built  by  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  and  Sons,  and  which  was  then  lying  at 
anchor  in  the  river,  cfff  Egremont,  dip  her  colours  three  times  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
"  Annie  Child*,''  which  vessel  returned  the  compliment,  and  a  boat  was  immediately 
aftarwards  dispatched  firom  the  *'  Annie  Childs  '•  to  the  ''  Oreto,"  with  several  persons  on 
board  besides  the  men  who  were  at  the  oars. 

3.  On  the  22nd  day  of  March  last  I  was  on  the  North  Landing  Stage  between  7 
and  8  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  saw  the  said  Captain  Bullock  go  on  board  a  tender 
which  afterwards  took  him  off' to  the  said  gun-boat ''  Oreto,'*  which  was  then  lying  in  the 
Slo3rne.  Just  before  he  got  on  board  the  "tender  he  shook  hands  with  a  gentleman  who 
was  with  hinij  and  said  to  him,  "  This  day  six  weeks  you  will  get  a  letter  from  me  from 
Charleston,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 
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4.  On  the  sarae  day  between  11  and  12  o*clock»  as  well  as  I  can  remember,  I 
saw  the  "  Oreto  "  go  to  sea.  She  came  well  in  on  the  Liverpool  side  of  the  river,  and 
from  the  Prince's  pier-head,  where  I  was  standing,  I  distinctly  saw  the  said  Captain 
Bullock  on  board  her  with  a  person  who  had  been  previously  pointed  out  to  me  by  a 
fireman  who  came  to  Liverpool  in  the  **  Annie  Childs,"  as  a  Charleston  pilot  who  had 
come  over  in  the  ^^  Annie  Childs,"  with  Captain  Bullock,  to  take  the  gun-boat  out. 

(Signed)  JOHN  DE  COSTA. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  the  Custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  21st  July,  1862. 
(Signed)  J.  Price  Edwards,  Collector. 


We,  Henry  Wilding,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  Gentleman,  and  Matthew 
Maguire,  of  Liverpool  aforesaid,  Agent,  make  oath,  and  say  as  follows : — 

1.  I,  the  said  Matthew  Maguire,  for  myself  say  that,  on  the  15th  day  of  July  now 
instant,  I  tcK)k  Brogan,  who  I  know  to  be  an  apprentice  working  in  the  ship- 
building yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  to  the  above-named  deponent, 
Henry  Wilding,  at  his  re^dence  at  New  Brighton. 

2.  And  I,  the  said  Henry  Wilding,  for  myself  say  as  follows : — I  am  the  Vice-Consul 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America  at  Liverpool. 

3.  On  the  15th  day  of  July  now  instant,  I  saw  the  said  —  Brogan,  and  examined 
him  in  reference  to  a  gun-boat  which  I  had  heard  was  being  built  by  the  said  Messrs.  Laird 

and  Co.,  for  the  so-called  Confederate  Government,  and  the  said Brogan  then  informed 

me  that  the  said  vessel  was  built  to  carry  four  guns  on  each  side,  and  four  swivel  guns ; 
that  Captain  Bullock  had  at  one  time,  when  the  vessel  was  in  progress,  come  to  the  yard 
almost  every  day  to  select  the  timber  to  be  used  for  the  vessel  That  the  said  Captain 
Bullock  was  to  be  the  captain  of  the  said  vessel,  and  that  the  said  Captain  Bullock  had 
asked  the  said  — —  Brogan  to  go  as  carpenter's  mate  in  the  said  vessel  for  three  years, 

which  the  said Brogan  had  dechned  to  do,  because  Mr.  Laird,  who  was  present  at  the 

time,  would  not  guarantee  his  wages.  That  the  said  vessel  was  to  carry  120  men,  and 
that  30  able  seamen  were  already  engaged  for  her.  That  the  petty  officers  for  the  said 
vessel  were  to  be  engaged  for  three  years,  and  the  seamen  for  five  months.  That  the  said 
vessel  was  then  at  the  end  of  the  new  warehouses  in  the  Birkenhead  docks,  and  that  it  was 
understood  she  was  to  take  her  guns  on  board  at  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.'s  shed  further  up  the 
dock ;  and  that  it  was  generally  understood  by  the  men  in  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.'s  yard  that 
the  said  vessel  was  being  built  for  the  Confederate  Government. 

4.  The  vessel  above-mentioned  is  the  same  which  is  now  known  as  "  No.  290,"  and 
I  verily  believe  that  the  said  vessel  is  in  fact  intended  to  be  used  as  a  privateer,  or  vessel 
of  war,  under  a  commission  from  the  so-called  Confederate  Government,  against  the  United 
States*  Government. 

(Signed)  HENRY  WILDING. 

MATTHEW  MAGUIRE. 
Sworn  before  me,  at  the  Custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  21st  July,  1862. 
CSigned)  J.  Price  Edwards*  Collector. 


I,  William  Passmore,  of  Birkenhead,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  mariner,  make  oath 
and  say  as  follows : — 

1.  I  am  a  seaman,  and  have  served  as  such  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  "Terrible," 
during  the  Crimean  war. 

2.  Having  been  informed  that  hands  were  wanted  for  a  fitting  vessel  built  by 
Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.,  of  Birkenhead,  I  applied  on  Saturday,  which  was  I  believe  the  2l8t 
day  of  June  last,  to  Captain  Butcher,  who,  I  was  informed,  was  engaging  men  for  the  said 
vessel,  for  a  berth  on  board  her. 

3.  Captain  Butcher  asked  me  if  I  knew  where  the  vessel  was  going.  In  reply  to 
which  I  told  him  I  did  not  rightly  understand  about  it  He  then  told  me  the  vessel  was 
going  out  to  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  I  asked  him  if  there 
would  be  any  fighting ;  to  which  he  replied,  yes;  they  were  going  to  fight  for  the  Southern 
Government.  I  told  him  I  had  been  used  to  fighting  vessels,  and  showed  him  my  papers. 
I  asked  him  to  make  me  signal  man  on  board  the  vessd,  and,  in  reply,  he  said  that  no 
articles  would  be  signed  until  the  vessel  got  outside,  but  he  would  male  me  signal  man  if 
they  required  one  when  they  got  outside. 

4.  The  said  Captain  Butcher  then  engaged  me  as  an  able  seaman  on  board  the  said 
vessel  at  the  wages  of  41.  \0s.  per  month ;  and  it  tvas  arranged  that  I  should  join  the  ship 
in  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.'s  yard  on  the  following  Monday.  To  enable  me  to  get  on  board. 
Captain  Butchei  gave  me  as  a  pass-word,  the  number  "  290." 
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5.  On  the  foUowiug  Monday,  which  wa.«  I  believe  the  23rd  day  of  June  last,  I  joined 
the  said  vessel  in  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co/s  yard  at  Birkenhead,  and  remained  by  her  until 
Saturday  last. 

6.  The  said  vessel  is  a  screw  steamer  of  about  1,100  tons]^burthen,  as  far  as  I  can 
judge,  and  is  built  and  fitted  up  as  a  fighting  ship  in  all  respects.  She  has  a  magazine, 
and  shot  and  canister  racks  on  deck,  and  is  pierced  for  guns,  the  sockets  for  the  bolts  for 
which  are  laid  down.  The  said  vessel  has  a  large  quantity  of  stores  [and  provisions  on 
board,  and  she  is  now  lying  at  the  Victoria  Wharf,  in  the  Great  Float  at  Birkenhead, 
where  she  has  taken  in  about  300  tons  of  coal. 

7.  There  are  now  about  thirty  hands  on  board  her,  who  liave  been  engaged  to  go  out 
in  her.  Most  of  tliem  are  men  who  have  previously  served  on  board  fighting  ships,  and 
one  of  them  is  a  man  who  served  on  board  the  Confederate  steamer  '^  Hunter."  It  is  well 
known  by  the  hands  on  board  that  the  vessel  is  going  out  as  a  privateer  for  the  Confederate 
Government,  to  act  against  the  United  States,  under  a  commission  from  Mr.  Jefferson 
Davis.  Three  of  the  crew  on  board  are,  I  believe,  engineers,  and  there  are  also  some 
firemen  on  board. 

8.  Captnin  Butcher  and  another  gentleman  have  been  on  board  the  ship  almost  every 
day.  It  is  reported  on  board  the  ship  that  Captain  Butcher  is  to  be  the  sailing-master, 
and  that  the  other  gentleman,  whose  name  I  believe  is  Bullock,  is  to  be  the  fighting 
captain. 

9.  To  the  best  of  my  information  and  belief,  the  above-mentioned  vessel,  which  I  have 
beard  is  to  be  called  the  '*  Florida,"  is  being  equipped  and  fitted  out  in  order  that  she  may 
be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  Government  in  America,  to  cruize  and 
commit  hostilities  against  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  PASSMORE. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  the  Custom-house,  Liverpool,  this  21st  day  of  July,  1862. 
(Signed)  J.  Price  Edwards,  Collector. 

' ■ ■       ' 

No.  0. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  July  26.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  Stales.  London,  July  24,  1862. 

IN  order  that  I  may  complete  the  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  vessel  now  fitting  out 
at  Liverpool,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Lordship's  considemtion  the  copies  of 
two  more  depositions  taken  respecting  that  subject. 

In  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this  extraordinary  proceeding  as  a  violation  of  the 
Enlistment  Act,  I  am  happy  to  find  myself  sustained  by  the  opinion  of  an  eminent  lawyer 
of  Great  Britain^  a  copy  of  which  I  do  myself  the  honour  likewise  to  transmit. 

Renewing,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  6. 

Depositions. 

I,  EDWARD  ROBERTS,  of  No.  6,  Vere-street,  Foxteth  Park,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  ship-carpenter,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows  \ — 

1 .  I  am  a  8hip->carpenter,  and  have  been  at  sea  for  about  four  years  in  that  capacity. 

2.  About  the  beginning  of  June  last  I  had  been  out  of  employ  for  about  two  months, 
and  hearing  that  there  was  a  vessel  in  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.'s  yard  fitting  out  to  run  the 
blockade,  I  applied  to  Mr.  Barnett,  shipping- master,  to  get  me  shipped  on  board  the  said 
▼esseL 

3.  On  Thursday,  the  19th  day  of  June  last,  I  went  to  the  said  Mr.  Barnett's  office, 
No.  11,  Hanover-street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and  was  engaged  for  the 
said  vessel  as  carpenter's  mate.  By  the  direction  of  the  said  Mr.  Barnett  1  met  Captain 
Butcher  the  same  day  on  the  George's  landing-fetage,  and  followed  him  to  Messrs.  Laird 
and  Co.'s  ship-building  yard,  and  on  board  a  vessel  lying  there.  The  said  Captain  Butcher 
spoke  to  the  boatswain  about  me,  and  I  received  my  orders  from  the  said  boatswain.  At 
dinner-time  the  same  day,  as  I  left  the  yard,  the  gateman  asked  me  if  I  was  '*  going  to 
work  on  that  gun-boat ;"  to  which  I  replied,  **  Yes." 

4.  The  said  vessel  is  noW  lying  m  the  Birkenhead  float,  and  is  known  by  the  name 
tl37]  C 
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^*  No.  290/'  The  said  vessel  has  coal  and  stores  on  board.  Hie  said  vessel  is  pierced  for 
guns,  I  think  four  on  a  side,  and  a  swivel  gun.  The  said  vessel  is  fitted  with,  shot  and 
canister-racks^  and  has  a  magazine.  There  are  about  fifty  men,  all  told^  now  outboard  the 
said  vessel.  It  is  generally  understood  on  board  of  the  said  veiBsd  that  she  is  going  to 
Nassau  for  the  Southern  Government. 

5.  I  know  Captain  Bullock  by  sight,  and  liave  seen  him  on  board  of  the  said  vessel 
five  or  six  times ;  I  have  seen  him  fp  round  the  said  vessel  with  Captain  Butcher.  I 
understood,  both  at  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co/s  yard  and  also  on  board  the  said  vessel,  that 
the  said  Captain  Bullock  was  the  owner  of  Uie  said  vessel. 

6.  I  have  been  working  on  IxMord  the  said  vessel  from  the  19th  day  ^  June  last  up 
to  the  present  tidxe,  with  wages  at  the  rate  of  6/.  per  month,  payable  weekly.  I  have 
signed  no  articles  or  agreement.  The  talk  on  board  is  that  an  agreement  will  be  signed 
before  sailing. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  ROBERTS. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  22nd  day  c^  July^  1862. 
Before  me, 
(Signed)  Wii.  Brown,  Justice  of  the  Peace  far  La$iCMhire  and  lAverpool. 


I,  ROBERT  JOHN  TAYLOR,  <>f  Mobile,  but  at  present  remaining  tempomrily  at 
Liverpool,  mariner,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : — 

1.  I  am  a  native  of  London,  and  41  years  of  age.  From  fourteen  years  inwards  I 
have  followed  the  sea.  During  the  last  fifteen  years  I  have  been  living  in  the  Confederate 
States  of  Amerioa,  principally  at  Savaonah  and  Mobile,  and  since  the  Secession  movement 
I  have  been  engaged  in  running  the  blockade.  I  have  run  the  blockade  six  times,  and 
been  captured  once. 

2.  The  vessels  in  ^icb  I  havte  been  engaged  in  running  the  bioekade  have  sailed 
from  Mobile,  and  have  gone  to  Havana  and  New  Orleans.  I  am  well  aoqxtainted  with  the 
whole  of  the  coast  of  the  Confederate  States,  as  I  have  been  principally  engaged  since  1847 
in  trading  to  and  from  the  Gulf  ports. 

3.  I  came  to  England  after  my  release  from,  Fort  Warren  on  the  29th  of  May  last. 
I  came  here  with  the  intention  of  going  to  the  Southern  States,  as  I  could  not  get  there 
from  Boston. 

4.  Mr.  Rickarby,  of  Liverpool,  a  brother  of  the  owner,  at  Mobile,  of  the  vessel  in 
which  I  was  captured  when  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  gave  me  instructions  to  go  to 
Captain  Butcher  at  LainTs  yard,  Birkenhead.  I  had  previously  called  on  Mr,  Rickarby, 
and  told  him  that  I  wanted  to  go  bouth,  as  the  Northerners  had  robbed  me  of  my  clothes 
when  I  was  captured,  and  I  wanted  to  have  satisfaction. 

5.  I  first  saw  Captain  Butcher  at  one  of  Mr.  Laird's  offices  last  Thursday  £)rtnight 
(namely,  the  3rd  of  July  last).  1  told  him  that  I  had  been  sent  by  Mr.  Rickarby,  and 
asked  him  if  he  were  the  Captain  of  the  vessel  which  was  lying  in  the  dock.  I  told 
him  that  I  was  one  of  the  men  that  had  been  captured  in  one  of  Mr.  Rickarby's  vessels, 
and  that  I  wanted  to  get  South  in  order  to  have  retaliation  of  the  Northerners  for  robbing 
me  of  my  clothes.  *He  said  that  if  I  went  with  him  in  his  vessel  I  should  very  shortly 
have  that  opportunity.  • 

6.  Captain  Butcher  asked  me  at  the  interview  if  I  nvas  well  acquainted  with  the  Gulf 
ports^  and  I  told  him  T  was.  I  asked  him  what  port  he  was  going  to,  and  he  replied  that 
he  could  not  tell  me  then,  but  that  there  would  be  an  agreement  made  before  we  left  for 
sea.  I  inquired  as  to  the  rate  of  wages,  and  I  was  to  get  4Z.  10^.  per  month,  pa3^ble 
weekly. 

^.  I  then  inquired  if  I  might  consider  myself  ei]|gaged,  and  he  rqpliad.  Yes,  and  that  I 
might  go  on  board  the  next  day,  which  I  accordii^ly  dic^;  4iind  I  have  been  working  on 
board  up  to  last  Saturday  night. 

8.  I  was  at  the  siege  df  Acre  in  1840,  in  Her  Majesty's  frigate  "  Pique,"  Captain 
Edward  Boxer,  and  served  on  board  for  nine  months.  Captain  Butcher's  ship  is  pierced 
for  eight  broadside  guns  and  four  swivels  or  long-toms.  Her  magazine  is  complete,  liod 
she  is  fitted  up  in  all  respects  as  a  man^'of-war,  without  her  ammunition.  She  is  now 
chock-full  of  coals,  and  has,  in  addition  to  those  in  the  hold^  some  thirty  tons  on  deck. 

9.  One  day,  whilst  erig^^ged  in  heaving  up  some  of  the  machinery,  we  were  silking  a 
song,  as  seamen  generally  do,  when  the  boatswain  told  us  to  stop  that,  as  the  ship  was  not 
a  merchant-ship,  but  a  man-of-war. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  JOHN  TAYLOR. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  22nd  day  of  July,  1862. 
Before  me, 
(Signed)  W.  J.  Lamport,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Liverpool. 
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Case  sxdmitffd  to-  Mf^.  Collier^  Q.C. 

YOU  will  receive  herewith  co£ies  of  the  following  affidavits,  in  reference  to  a  gun- 
boat known  as  ^'  No.  290/'  whicTi  was  built  by  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.  at  Birkenhead^ 
as  it  is  believed  for  the  Confederate  S^ea  of  Angi^rip^j^  and  which  is  now  lying  ready  for 
sea  in  all  respects  in  the  Birkenhead  docks: — No.  1.  Affirmation  of  T.  H.  Dudley; 
No.  2.  Affidavit  of  J.  de  Costa ;  Nou  3.  Affidavit  of  Mr.  Maguire ;  No.  4.  Affidavit  of 
H.  Wilding  and  M.  Maguire  ;  No.  5.  Affidavit  of  A.  S.  Clare ;  No.  6.  Affidavit  of  WiUiam 
Passmore;  No.  7.  Affidavit  of  Edward  Roberts;  No.  8.  Affidavit  of  Robert  John  Taylor, 
An  application  has  been  made  on  the  Affidavits  Nos.  1  to  6,  inclusive,  to  the  Collector  of 
Customs  at  Liverpool,  to  det^n  the  vessel  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  59  Geo.  ill, 
cap.  69  ;  but,  under  the  advice  of  the  Solicitors  to  the  Customs,  the  Board  have  decUned 
to  sanction  the  detention  of  the  vessel. 

You  are  requested  to  advise  the  Consul  for  the  United  States  at  Liverpool  whether  the 
affidavits  now  submitted  to  you  disclose  facts  which  would  justify  the  Collector  of  Customs 
in  detaining  the  vessel  under  the  Ac<f  ixv  question. 

Juhf  23,  1862. 

Opinion. 

I  have  perused  the  above  affidavits,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Collector  of  Customs 
would  be  justified  in  detailing  the  vessel.  Indeed,  I  should  think  it  his  duty  to  detain 
her ;  and.  that  if,  after  the  application  which  has  been  made  to  him,  supported  by  the 
evidence  which  has  been  lai4  before  me,  he  allows  the  vessel  to  leave.  Liverpool,  he  will 
incur  a  heavy  responsibility,  a  responsibility  of  which  the  Board  of  Customs,  under  whose 
directions  he  appears  to  be  acting,  must  take  Iheir  sha^e. 

It  appears  difficult  to  make  out  a  stronger  case  of  infringement  of  the  Foreign 
Enlistment  Act,  which,  if  not  enforced  on  tlus  occasion,  is  little  .better  than  a  dead 
letter. 

It  well  deserves  consideration  whether,  if  the  vessel  be  allowed  to  escape,  the  Federal 
Government  would  not  have  serious  grounds  of  remonstrance. 

Temple,  July  23,  1862. 

(Signed)  R,  P.  CQ^^HER. 


Ncv7. 

Earl  Russell  ta  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  For^n  Q^c*,  July  28,  1862. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  tp  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  y^xur  lettejc^  pf  th^  22ad  and 
24th  instant,  relative  to  the  vessel  allegedfto  be  fitting  out  at  Liyerpwl  fwr  the  service  of 
the  so- styled  Confederate  States ;  and  1  am  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that  these  papers  have 
been  referred  to  the  La^  Ofljcers  qf  tl^  Crown. 

I  am,  &c- 
(Sigft^d)  RUSSELL. 


No.  8. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  September  5.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States ^  London,  September  4,  1862. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  the  Consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Liverpool,  together  with  a  deposition  in  addition  to  the  others  already 
submitted  with  my  notes  of  the  22nd  and  24th  of  July,  going  to  show  the  further  prose- 
cution of  the  iUegal  and  hostile  measures  against  the  United  States  in  connection  with  the 
outfit  of  the  gun-boat  "No.  290"  from  the  port  of  Liverpool.  It  now  appears  that 
suppbes  are  in  process  of  transmission  from  here  to  a  vessel  fitted  out  from  England,  and 
now  sailing  on  the  high  seas,  with  the  piratical  intent  to  burn  apd  destroy  the  property  of 
the  people  of  a  country  with  which  Her  Majesty  is  in  alhance  and  friendship.  1  pray  your 
LorcWaip's  pardaa  if  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  I   have  not  yet  received 
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any  reply  in  writing  to  the  several  notes  and  representations  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
submit  to  Her  Majesty's  Gavemment  touching  tbi$  flagrant  case* 

Renewing,  &c/       " 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  8. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  United  States'  Consulate,  Liverpool,  September  3,  1862. 

I  HAVE  just  obtained  the  affidavit  of  the  boatswain's  mate  who  shipped  in  and  went 
out  on  the  '*  No.  290,"  now  called  the  ''  Alabama."  I  inclose  it  to  you,  with  bill  for  his 
services,  signed  by  Captain  Butcher.  He  returned  on  the  •'  Bahama."  He  states  that 
the  '*  Alabama*'  is  to  cruize  on  the  line  of  packets  from  Liverpool  to  New  York;  that 
Semmes  told  them  so.  This  may  have  been  said  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  us. 
The  barque  that  took  out  the  guns  and  coal  is  to  carry  out  another  cargo  of  coal  to  her ; 
is  to  take  it  on  either  at  CardiflF  or  Troon,  near  Greenock,  in  Scotland :  the  barque  to  meet 
the  "  Alabama"  near  the  same  island  where  the  armament  was  put  on  board,  or  at  least 
in  that  neighbourhood.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  to  get  other  testimony,  if  it  is 
required. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  THOS.  H.  DUDLEY. 

P.S. — There  were  two  American  vessels  in  sight  when  they  parted  with  the 
*'  Alabama,"  which  Captain  Semmes  said  he  would  take.  They  no  doubt  were  taken  and 
destroyed,  the  firstfruits  from  this  vessel. 

T.  H.  D. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  8. 
Deposition. 

HENRY  REDDEN  says:— I  reside  in  16,  Hook  Street,  Vauxhall  Road,  and  am  a 
seaman. 

In  April  last  1  shipped  as  boatswain's  mate  of  a  vessel  lying  in  Laird's  Dock  at 
Birkenhead,  known  as  ^'290,"  and  worked  on  board  until  she  sailed. 

We  sailed  from  Liverpool  about  28th  July ;  Captain  Butcher  was  master ;  Mr.  Law, 
a  Southerner,  was  mate  ;  Mr.  Lawrence  Young  was  purser.  A  Captain  Bullock  went  out 
with  us,  but  left  with  the  pilot  at  Giant's  Cove,  near  Londonderry.  There  were  five  ladies 
and  a  number  of  gentlemen  went  with  us  as  far  as  the  Bell  Buoy.  We  went  first  to  Malfi:^ 
Bay,\near  Point  Lynas,  when  we  anchored  and  remained  about  thirty  hours.  The  **  Her- 
cules "  tug  brought  down  about  forty  men  to  us  there  ;  nothing  else  was  then  taken  on 
board.  Her  crew  then  numbei^ed  ninety  men,  of  whom  thirty-six  were  sailors.  She  had  no 
guns  on  board  then,  nor  powder,  nor  ammunition.  We  left  Malfre  Bay  on  the  Thursday 
night  at  12  o'clock,  and  steei^ed  for  the  North  Channel.  We  discharged  Captain  Bullock 
and  the  pilot  on  Saturday  afternoon.  We  first  steered  down  the  South  Channel  as  far  as 
Bardsea,  when  we  'bout  ship  and  steered  north.  From  Derry  we  cruized  about  until  we 
arrived  at  Angina  eleven  days  after  leaving  Holyhead.    About  four  days  after  we  arrived  an 

English  barque, ,  Captain  Quinn,  arrived  from  London  with  six  guns,  two  of  them 

98-pounders  (one  rifled  and  the  other  smooth-bore)  pivot  guns,  and  four  38-pounder 
breech  guns,  smooth-bore  broadside  guns,  200  or  300  barrels  of  powder,  several  cases  of 
shot,  a  quantity  of  slops,  200  tons  of  coal.  She  came  alongside  and  made  fast.  We  were 
anchored  in  Angm  Bay  about  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  from  shore.  After  being  there 
about  a  week,  and  while  we  were  taking  the  guns  and  ammunition  on  board,  the  autho- 
rities ordered  us  away.  We  went  outside  and  returned  at  night.  The  barque  was  kept 
lashed  alongside  and  we  took  the  remainder  of  the  guns,  &c.,  on  board  as  we  could.  While 
we  were  discharging  the  barque  the  steamer  *'  Bahama,"  Captain  Tessier,  arrived  from 
Liverpool.  Captain  Bullock,  Captain  Semmes,  and  forty-men  came  in  her.  She  also 
brought  two  38-pounder  guns,  smooth-bore,  and  two  safes  full  of  money  in  gold.  She  had 
a  safe  on  board  before,  taken  on  board  at  Birkenhead.  The  '*  Bahama"  was  flying  the 
British  flag.  The  "  Bahama  "  towed  the  barque  to  another  place  in  the  island  and  we 
followed.     The  next  morning  we  were  ordered  away  from  there,  and  went  out  to  sea  until 
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night,  when  we  returned  to  Angra  Bay.  The  **  Bahama,''  after  towing  the  barque  away 
the  evening  of  her  arriral,  came  back  to  the  ''  Alabama/'  or  ^*  290,"  in  Angra  Bay, 
made  feat  aMOgiide  of  her>  and  discharged  the  guns  on  board  of  her  and  the  money. 

The  men  struck  for  wages^  and  would  not  then  go  on  board.  There  were  four  engi- 
neers, a  boatswain,  and  captain's  clerk  named  Smith,  also  came  in  the  ^*  Bahama,"  and 
they  were  taken  on  board  the  same  evening.  All  three  vessels  continued  to  fly  the  British 
flag  the  whole  time.  The  guns  were  mounted  as  soon  as  they  were  taken  on  board.  They 
were  busy  at  work  getting  them  and  the  **  Alabama/'  or  '*  290/'  ready  for  fighting  while 
the  **  BsJiama  "  and  the  barque  were  alongside.  On  the  Sunday  afternoon  following  (last 
Sunday  week)  Captain  Semmes  called  all  hands  aft^  and  the  Confederate  flag  was  hoisted^ 
the  band  playing  **  Dixie's  Land."  Captain  Semmes  addressed  the  men,  and  said  he  was 
deranged  in  his  mind  to  see  bis  country  going  to  ruin^  and  had  to  steal  out  of  Liverpool 
like  a  thief.  That  instead  of  them  watching  him  he  was  now  going  after  them.  He  wanted 
all  of  us  to  join  him, — that  he  was  going  tqsink,  bum,  and  destroy  all  his  enem/s  property, 
and  that  any  that  went  with  him  was  entitled  to  two-twentieths  prize  money  ;  it  did  not 
matter  whether  the  prize  was  sunk  or  burned  or  sold,  the  prize  money  was  to  be  paid. 
That  there  were  only  four  or  five  Northern  ships  that  he  was  afraid  of.  He  said  he  dia  not 
want  any  to  go  that  was  not  willing  to  fight,  and  there  was  a  steamer  alongside  to  take 
them  back  if  they  were  not  willing. 

The  vessel  was  all  this  time  steaming  to  sea,  with  the  "  Bahama"  at  a  short  distance. 
Forty-eight  men,  most  of  them  firemen,  refused  to  go,  and  an  hour  afterwards  were  put  on 
board  the  **  Bahama."  I  refused  to  go,  and  came  back  with  the  rest  in  the  '*  Bahama/' 
Captain  Butcher,  Captain  Bullock,  and  all  the  EngUsh  engineers  came  with  us  and  landed 
here  on  Monday  morning.  When  we  left  the  *^  Alabama  "  she  was  all  ready  for  fighting, 
and  steering  to  sea.  I  heard  Captain  *Semmes  say  he  was  going  to  cruize  in  the  track  of  the 
ships  going  from  New  York  to  Liverpool,  and  Liverpool  to  New  York.  The  **  Ala- 
bama "  never  steamed  while  I  was  in  her  more  than  eleven  knots,  and  cannot  make  any 
more.  We  signed  articles  while  in  Malfre  Bay  for  Nassau  or  an  intermediate  port.  Captain 
Butcher  got  us  to  sign.  The  provisions  were  put  on  board  at  Laird's  yard  before  sailing ; 
they  were  for  six  months.  When  we  left  her  she  had  about  ninety  men  and  eight  guns 
mounted,  three  on  each  side  and  two  pivots. 

(Signed)  HENRY  REDDEN. 

Declared  and  subscribed  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  the  3rd  day  of  September,  1862. 
Before  me, 
(Signed)  William  G.  Batbson,  Notary  Public,  and  a  Commissioner 

to  administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  8. 
Account. 

August  31.— Henry  Redden,  at  6/.  per  month. 

£  s,    d. 

One  month  and  fire  days,  Bt  4s.              .  •             .  •              •  •             . .        7  0    0 

Advance  61. ;  tobacco,  Is.Sd...          ,  •  •              . .              . .              .  •        6  18 


Amount  due        ..  .,  •.  .•  ..        0184 

(Signed)  MATTHEW  JAMES  BUTCHER, 

Master  of  Steamrship  ''  290." 


No.  9. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  September  22,  1862. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant 
inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  United  States*  Consul  at  Liverpool,  together  with  the 
deposition  of  Henry  Redden  respecting  the  supply  of  cannon  and  murittions  of  war  to 
the  gun-boat  "  No.  290."  You  also  call  attention  to  the  fact  thfttfj^ou  have  not  yet 
received  any  reply  to  the  representations  you  have  addressed  to  Her  Majlsty's  Government 
upon  the  subject. 

I  had  the  honour  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  ojf  the  23rd  of  June 
to  state  to  you  that  the  matter  had  been  referred  to  the  proper  Department  of  Her  Majesty's 
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Government  for  inyest%a,tion.  Your  subsequent  lettei»  wc^re  alsp  at  onjce  &r»^i4^  ^ 
that  Department,  but,  as  you  were  infqrijxed  in  my  lotter  of  th^.  28th,  pf  Ju]^>  it  w^ 
requisite  before  any  active  stepa  could  bfe  taken  in  the  matter  to  copsi^t  \th^  Lg^  Qffifi«^ 
of  the  Crown.  This  could  not  be  done  untit  sufficient  evidence  baid  bc€».  collected,  and 
from  the  nature  of  the  case  some  time  was  necessarily  spent  in  procuring  \L  The  fiLepor^ 
of  the  Law  OflScers  was  not  received  until  the  20th  of  Jujy^  and  on  the  same  day,  a 
telegraphic  message  was  forwarded  to  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment,  stating  that  tiie  vt^sel 
had  sailed  that  morning.  Ihstructioos  were  then  despatched  to  Ireland  to  detain  the 
vessel  should  she  put  into  Queenstown,  and  similar  instructions  have  been  senb  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Bahamas  in  case  of  her  visiting  Nassau.  It  appears,  however,  that  the 
vessel  did  not  go  to  Queenstown  as  had  been  expected,  and  nothing  has  been  since  heard 
of  her  movements. 

The  officers  of  Customs  will  now  be  directed  to  report  upon  the  further  evidence 
forwarded  by  you,  and  I  shall  not  fail  to  inform  you  of  the  result  of  the  inquiry. 

1  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

No.  10. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusselL — (Beceived  October  1.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  September  aO,  1862. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy  of  another  deposition, 
taken  at  Liverpool  before  the  Collector  of  the  poit,  which,  in  connection  with  the  papers 
heretofore  presented,  go  to  establish  beyond  reasonable  doubt  the  fact  that  the  insurgents 
in  the  United  States  and  their  coadjutors  at  that  phice  have  been  engaged  in  fitting  out 
vessels  at  that  port  to  make  war  on  the  United  States,  in  utter  contempt  of  the  law  and 
of  Her  Majesty's  injunctions  in  her  Proclamation.  I  expect  to  be  in  possession  of  some 
stronger  evidence  of  the  same  nature  in  relation  to  past  transactions,  which  I  hop«  to  be 
able  likewise  to  submit  in  a  few  days. 

The  injuries  to  which  the  people][of  the  United  States  are  subjected  by  the  unfortunate 
delays  experienced  in  the  case  of  my  remonstrance  against  the  fitting  out  of  the  gun-boat 
"  290,"  now  called  the  Confederate  steamer  *'  Alabama,"  are  just  beginning  to  be  reported. 
I  last  night  received  intelligence  from  Gibraltartbat  this  vessel  has  destroyed  ten  whaling- 
ships  in  the  course  of  a  short  time  at  the  ^wS^ 

I  have  strong  reason  to  believe  that  stm^ffiSr  enterprises  of  the  same  kind  are*  in 
progress  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  at  this  time :  indeed,  they  have  attained  so  much 
notoriety  as  to  be  openly  announced  in  the  newspapers  of  Liverpool  and  London.  In 
view  of  the  very  strong  legal  opinion  which  I  had  the  honour  to  present  to  your  Lordship's 
consideration,  it  is  impossible^that  all  these  things  should  not  excite  great  attention  in  the 
United  States.  I  very  much  fear  they  will  impress  the  people  and  the  Government  with 
a  belief,  however  unfounded,  that  their  just  claims  on  the  neutrality  of  Great  Britain  have 
not  been  sufficiontly  estimated.  The  extent  to  which  Her  Majesty's  flag,  and  some  of  her 
ports,  have  been  used  to  the  end  of  carrying  on  hostile  operations,  is  so  universally 
understood  that  I  deem  it  unnecessary  further  to  dwell  upon  it.  But  in  the  spirit  of 
friendliness  with  which  I  have  ever  been  animated  towards  Her  Majesty's  Government,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  omit  no  opportunity  of  urging  the  manifestation  of  its  well-known 
energy  in  upholding  those  laws  of  neutrality  upon  which  alone  the  reciprocal  confidence 
of  nations  can  find  a  permanent  base. 

I  prav,  &c.  J^ 

(Signed)       ^     CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  in  No.  10. 

Deposition. 

GEORGE  KING,  of  91,  Clarence  Street,  Edge  Hill,  Liverpool,  states  that  about  the 
12th  August  last  he  was  engaged  by  Mr.  Barnett  of  Liverpool  to  go  on  a  secret  expedition 
at  4/.  10^.  a  month.  Was  not  told  where  he  was  going  to,  but  understood  he  was  going 
to  the  screw-steamer  "  290 "  to  run  the  blockade.  Was  ordered  to  be  at  the  landing- 
stage  at  12  the  next  night,  to  go  in  a  steamer.  Asked  where  they  were  going  to,  and  was 
told  they  were  going  to  have  some  fan  ;  that  wa»  all  he  was  told.     Went  to  th^  stage  on 
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the  next  night  as  ordered,  and  about  midnight  went  off  in  a  tug-boat  to  screw-steamer 
"Bahama,"  lying  oflP  the  Rock.  Sailed  about  6  the  next  morning.  When  we  got  to 
Terceira  we  found  the  ''290"  there  with  a  barque  alongside.  Don't  know  the  barque's 
name,  but  saw  "  Bristol  "  on  her  stern.  As  soon  as  we  got  there  Captain  Semmes  told  us 
the'*  290"  was  a  Confederate  gun-boat,  and  was  going  on  a  three  years' cruise ;  that 
every  vessel  she  took  or  destroyed  would  be  valued,  and  one  half  go  to  the  Confederate 
Government  and  the  other  half  to  the  crew  of  the  gun-boat.  Only  about  fifteen  or  sixteen 
signed  then.  Captain  Bullock  was  present  when  this  was  done.  This  was  on  board  the 
"  Bahama."  Subsequently  other  men  signed.  I  and  about  eight  others  refused  to  go  when 
we  found  what  the  "  290  "  was  going  for.  The  first  night,  in  the  dark,  the  three  cases  were 
discharged  from  the'*  Bahama"  into  the  gun-boat.  She  had  no  guns  fitted  then.  The 
Bristol  barque  was  lashed  alongside,  and  I  saw  them  take  guns,  shot  and  shell  out  of  her 
into  the  gun-boat.  Saw  one  of  the  boxes  taken  out  of  the  **  Bahama "  opened,  and  it 
contained  the  machinery  for  the  swivel  guns.  I  saw  the  same  machinery  fitted  for  the 
swivel  guns  on  the  gun-boat.  I  saw  the  guns  taken  from  the  barque  fitted  on  the  gun- 
boat. I  did  not  see  the  other  boxes  from  the  '*  Bahama  "  opened,  but  know  they  contained 
guns,  and  saw  them  fitted  on  board  the  "  290.^'  Saw  Captain  Bullock  superintending  the 
fitting  and  arming  the  gun-boat  *'  290."  Captain  Butcher  was  also  there,  and  managed 
the  vessel  while  she  was  being  armed.  She  kept  sailing  about  during  the  day  with  the 
barque  alongside,  and  at  night  anchored  in  some  of  the  bays.  They  worked  day  and  most 
of  the  night.  The  three  vessels  flew  the  British  flag  all  the  time  the  ^'290"  was  arming, 
and  until  the  Sunday  we  left  her  outside  Terceira  Bay.  About  1  o'clock  on  that  day,  I 
think  about  24th  August,  the  *'  290 "  fired  a  gun,  hauled  down  the  British  flag,  and 
hoisted  the  Confederate  flag  at  ihe  peak,  the  St.  George's  Cross  at  the  fore,  and  a  pennant 
at  the  main.  She  was  then  just  outside  the  bay,  steering  to  sea.  Captain  Bullock  and 
Captain  Butcher  were  still  on  board  of  her.  We  kept  company  with  her  until  about  12 
that  night,  when  Captains  Bullock  and  Butcher  left  her  and  came  on  board  the  '^  Bahama," 
and  came  back  with  us  to  Liverpool.  When  I  was  engaged  by  Mr.  Barnett  he  gave  me  a 
note  payable  six  days  after  the  **  Bahama  "  sailed,  at  an  office  in  Water  Street.  My  brother 
received  the  money  for  the  note*  I  never  signed  any  articles  or  agreement  of  any 
kind. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  KING. 

Signed  and  declared  before  me,  at  the  Custom-house,  Liverpool,  this  27th  day  of 
September,  1862. 

(Signed)  J.  Price  Edwards,  Collector. 


No.  IK 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  October  4,  1862. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
inclosing  a  ccpy  of  another  deposition  taken  before  the  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Liverpool 
with  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  gun-boat  *'  290,"  and  further  expressing  a  beUef 
that  enterprizes  of  a  similar  kind  are  in  course  of  progress  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
Kingdom  ;  and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that,  much  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  desire  to 
prevent  such  occurrences,  they  are  unable  to  go  beyond  the  law,  municipal  and  inter- 
national. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  12. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  October  9,  1862. 

WITH  reference  to  my  letter  to  you  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  I  honour  to  inclose  a  copy 
of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  Board  of  Treasury  forwarding  the  copy  of  a 
Report  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  of  Customs  relative  to  the  supply  of  cannon 
and  munitions  of  war  to  the  gun-boat  ^'  No.  290." 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


Digitized  by 


Google       J 


u 

Inclosure  iu  No.  12* 

The  Ck>mmi3sioneri  of  Custom  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury. 

Custom-Hoiisej  September  25,  1862. 
YOUR  Lordships  having,  by  Mr.  Arbuthnot's  letter  of  the  1 6th  instant,  transmitted 
to  us,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Hamilton's  letter  of  the  2nd  ultimo,  the  inclosed  communica- 
tion from  the  Foreign  Office,  with  copies  of  a  further  letter  and  its  inclosures  from  the 
United  States'  Minister  at  this  Court  respecting  the  supply  of  cannon  and  munitions  of  war  to 
the  gun-boat  '*  No.  290,"  recently  built  at  Liverpool,  and  now  in  the  service  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States  of  America,  and  your  Lordships  having  desired  that  we  would  take  such 
steps  as  might  seem  to  be  required  in  view  of  the  facts  therein  represented,  and  report  the 
result  to  your  Lordships.  We  have  now  to  report- 
That  assuming  the  statements  set  forth  in  the  affidavit  of  Redden  (who  sailed  from 
Liverpool  in  the  vessel),  which  accompanied  Mr.  Adams'  letter  to  Earl  Russell,  to  be 
correct,  the  furnishing  of  arms,  &c.,  to  the  gun- boat  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  place 
in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  but  in  or  near  to 
Angra  Bay,  in  the  Azores,  part  of  the  Portuguese  dominions..  No  offence,  therefore, 
cognizable  by  the  laws  of  this  counti'y  appears  to  have  been  committed  by  the  parties 
engaged  in  the  transactions  alluded  to  in  the  affidavit. 

With  respect  to  the  allegation  of  Redden  that  the  arms,  &c.,  were  shipped  on  board 
the  **  290  '*  in  Angra  Bay,  partly  from  a  barque  (name  not  given)  which  arrived  there  from 
London,  commanded  by  a  Captain  Quinn,  and  partly  from  the  steamer  *'  Bahama/'  from 
Liverpool,  we  beg  to  state  that  no  vessel  having  a  master  named  Quinn  can  be  traced  as 
having  sailed  from  this  port  for  foreign  parts  during  the  last  six  months.  The  ''  Knight 
Errant/'  Captain  Quine,  a  vessel  of  1,342  tons  burthen,  cleared  for  Calcutta  on  the  12th 
April  last  with  a  general  cargo,  such  as  is  usually  reported  to  the  East  Indies,  but  so 
far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  entries  she  had  neither  gunpowder  nor  cannon  on 
board. 

The  '*  Bahama"  steamer  cleared  from  Liverpool  on  the  12th  ultimo  for  Nassau.  We 
find  that  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston,  and  Co.,  engineers  and  iron-founders  of  Liverpool> 
shipped  on  board  that  vessel  nineteen  cases,  containing  guns,  gun-carriages,  shot,  rammers, 
weighing,  in  all,  158  cwt.  1  qr.  27  lbs. ;  there  was  no  other  cai^  on  board  excepting  552 
tons  of  coals  for  the  use  of  the  ship ;  and  the  above-mentioned  goods  having  been  regularly 
cleared  for  Nassau  in  compliance  with  the  Customs  law,  our  officers  could  have  no  power 
to  interfere  with  their  shipment. 

With  reference  to  the  further  statement  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Dudley,  the  Consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  that  the  barque  that  took  out  the  guns  and  coal  is  to  carry 
out  another  cargo  of  coal  to  the  gun- boat  **290,''  either  from  Cardiff  or  IVoon,  near 
Greenock,  we  have  only  to  remark  that  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the 
intention  of  any  parties  making  such  a  shipment,  and  we  do  not  apprehend  that  our  officers 
would  have  any  power  of  interfering  with  it  were  the  coals  cleared  outwards  for  some 
foreign  port  in  compliance  with  the  law. 

(Signed)  P.  GOULBUtlK. 

W.  R.  GREY. 


No.  13. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusselU — {Received  October  11.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States^  London,  October  9,  1862. 

I  NOW  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter 
which  I  have  received  from  my  Government,  being  the  further  evidence  to  which  I  made 
allusion  in  my  note  to  your  Lordship  of  the  30th  September,  as  substantiating  the  allega- 
tionfe  made  of  the  infrihgement  of  the  Enlistment  Law  by  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States 
in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain; 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  fact  to  which  your  Lordship  calls  my  attention  in  the  note  of 
the  4th  instantj  the  reception  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowlfedge,  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  unable  to  go  beyond  the  law,  municipal  and  international,  iii 
preventing  enteirprises  of  the  kind  referred  to.  But  in  the  representations  which  I  have 
had  the  honour  lately  to  make,  I  beg  to  remind  your  Lordship  that  I  base  them  upon 
evidence  which  applies  directly  to  infringements  of  the  municipal  law  itself,  and  not  to 
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anything  beyond  it.  The  consequence  of  an  omission  to  enforce  its  penalties  is  therefore 
necessanly  that  heretofore  pointed  out  by  eminent  Counsel,  to  wit,  that  *'  the  law  is  little 
better  than  a  dead  letter ;  "  a  result  against  which  '*  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  serious  ground  of  remonstrance/' 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  in  No.  13. 
Mr.  Mallory  to  Commander  Norths  C.8.N. 


Sir,  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  July  \2,  1862. 

YOUR  letter  of  the  29th  of  March  last,  reached  me  this  morning. 

The  Department  notified  you  on  the  11th  of  January  last  that  you  would  receive 
orders  to  command  the  second  vessel  then  being  built  in  England,  but  for  reasons  satis- 
fectory  to  the  Department  you  were  subsequently  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  first 
vessel,  the  *'  Florida  "  (*'  Oreto'*)  now  at  Nassau,  and  any  just  ground  for  the  *' surprise  and 
astonishment  '*  in  this  respect  at  the  Department's  action  is  not  perceived. 

A  Commission  as  commander  for  the  war  was  sent  you  on  the  5th  of  May,  and  your 
failure  to  follow  the  "  Oreto,"  which  left  England  about  the  21st  of  March,  and  to  take 
command  of  her  as  was  contemplated,  and  as  you  were  apprised  by  Captain  Bullock  on  the 
26th  of  March,  is  not  understood,  and  has  been  productive  of  some  embarrassment. 

Captain  Bullock  was  nomimated  by  the  Executive  for  his  position  in  the  navy  under 
exis^g  law,  and  was  duly  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  and  your  protest  to  this  Department 
against  the  action  of  these  co-ordinate  branches  of  your  Government  is  out  of  place. 

tlpon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  you  will  turn  over  to  Lieutenant  G.  F.  Sinclair  the 
instructions  which  you  may  have  received,  together  with  any  public  funds  in  your  hands, 
and  return  to  the  Confederate  States  in  such  manner  as  your  judgment  may  direct. 

Should  you  not  be  provided  with  funds  for  this  purpose,  Commander  Bullock  will 
upon  your  application  supply  them. 

f  am,  &c. 
(Signed;  S.  H.  MALLORY,  Secretory  of  fAe  iVary. 


No.  14. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  X>ffice^  October  16,  1862. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  which  you  had  received  from  the  United 
States'  Government,  being  the  further  evidence  with  regard  to  the  gun-boat  *'  No.  290 ''  to 
which  you  alluded  in  your  previous  communication  to  m?  of  the  30th  ultimo ;  and  with 
reference  to  your  observations  with  regard  to  the  infringement  of  the  Enlistment  Law,  I 
have  to  remark  that  it  is  true  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  or  any  other  Act  for  the  same 
purpose,  can  be  evaded  by  very  subtle  contrivances,  but  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot 
on  that  account  go  beyond  the  letter  of  the  existing  lawr 

I  am^  &C. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

No.  15. 
Mr.  Adam3  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  November  22.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  Unived  States,  London,  November  20,  1862. 

IT  is  with  very  great  r^ret  that  I  find  myself  once  more  under  the  necessity  of  calling 
your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  painful  situation  in  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  placed  by  the  successive  reports  received  of  the  depredations  committed  on  the 
high  seas  upon  merchant-vessels  by  the  gun-boat  known  in  this  country  as  '*  No.  290,'' 
touching  the  construction  and  outfit  of  which  in  the  port  of  Liverpool,  for  the  above 
pxopose,  I  had  the  honour  of  heretofore .  presenting  evidence  of  the  most  positive 
character. 

L137]  D 
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It  i&  my  dot;  now  to  gobmit  ta  your  coiisidentioaoopies-af  alirge  number  of  papers 
reoeiTed  from  Washiogton,  aa  well  as  from  the  Consul  at  livorpoeA,  all  of  which  concur 
in  establishing: the  truth  of  the  allegations  made  by  me  of  the  int^tiena  <tf  that  veaael 
prior  to  her  departure  from  the  ports  of  this  kingdom;  I  then  averred  that  the  purpose 
was  to  make  war  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States,  a  nation  with  which  Great  Britain 
has  now  been  ier  half  a  century,  and  still  isy  on  a  footing  of  the  most  friendly  alliance 
by  the  force  of  Treaties  which  have  received  the  solemn  sanction  of  all  the  authorities 
r^arded  among  men  as  necessary  to  guarantee  the  mutual  obligations  of  nations.  That 
I  made  no  mistake  in  that  averment  is  now  fully  proved  by  the  hostile  proceedings  of 
that  vessel  since  the  day  she  sailed  from  the  place  in  this  kingdom  where  she  was  prepared 
for  that  end. 

It  now  appears  from  a  survey  of  all  the  evidence, — first,  that  this  vessel  was  built  in  a 
dockyard  bdonging  to  a  commercial  bouae  in  Liverpool,  of  which  the  chief  member,  down 
to  October  of  last  year,  is  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commona ;  secondly,  that  from  the 
manner  of  her  construction,  and  her  peculiar  adaptation  to  war  purposes,  there  could 
have  been  no  doubt  by  these  engaged  in  the  work...  and  familiar  with  such  details,  that  she 
was  intended  for  other  purposes  than  those  of  legitimate  trade  v  and,  thirdly,  that  during  the 
whole  process  and  outfit  in  the  port  of  Liverpool,  the  direction  of  the  details,  and  the  engage- 
ment of  persons  to  be  employed  in  her,  were  more  or  less  in  hands  known  to  be  connected 
with  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States.  It  further  appears  that  since  her  departure  from 
Liverpool,  which  she  was  suffered  to  leave  without  any  of  the  customary  evidence  at  the 
Custom-house  to  designate  her  ownership,  she  haa  been  supplied  with  her  armament,  with 
coals,  and  stores,  and  men,  by  vessela  known  to  be  fitted  out  and  despatched  for  the 
purpose  from  the  same  port ;  and  that  aUhough  commanded  by  Americans  in  her  navi- 
gation of  the  ocean,  she  is  manned  almost  entirely  *  by  English  seamen^,  engaged  jHid 
forwarded  from  that  port  by  persons  in  league  with  her  Commander*.  Furthermore,  it  is 
shown  that  this  Commander,  claiming  to  be  an  officer  acting,  under  legitimate  authoAty, 
yet  is  in  the  constant  practice  of  raising  the  fiag  of  Great  Britain,  in  order  the  better  to 
execute  his  system  of  ravage  and  depredation  on  the  high  sea&«  And  lastly,  it  is  made 
clear  that  he  pays  no  regard  whatever  to  the  recognized  law  of  capture  of  merchant-vessels 
on  the  high  seas,  which  requires  the  action  of  some  judicial  tribunal  to  confirm  the 
rightfulness  of  the  proceeding ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  resorts  to  the  piratical  system 
of  taking,  plundering,  and  burning  private  property  without  regard  to  consequences  or 
responsibility  to  any  legitimate  authority  whatever. 

Such  being  the  admitted  state  of  the  facts,  the  case  evidently  opens  a  series  of  novel 
questions  of  the  gravest  character  to  the  consideration  of  all  civilized  countries.  It  is 
obviously  impossible  to  reconcile  the  toleration  by  any  one  nation  of  similar  undertakings 
in  its  own  ports  to  the  injury  of  another  nation  with  which  it  is  at  peace,  with  any  known 
theory  of  moral  or  political  obligation.  It  is  equally  clear  that  the  reciprocation  of  such 
practices  could  only  lead,,  in  the  end,  to  the  utter  subversion  of  all  security  to  private 
property  upon  the  ocean.  In.  the  case  of  countries  geographically  approximated  to  one 
another,  the  preservation  of  peace  between  them  for  any  length  of  tune  would  be  rendered 
by  it  almost  impossible..  It  would  b^  in  short,  permitting  any  or  all  irresponsible  parties  to 
prepare  and  fit  out,  in  any  country,  just  what  armed  enterprises  against  the  property  of 
their  neighbom^  they  might  think  fit  to  devise,  without  the  possibility  of  recovering  a 
control  ovar  their  acts  the  moment  after  they  might  succeed  in  escaping  from  the  particular 
local  jurisdiction  into  the  high  seas* 

It  is  by  no  means  my  desire  to  imply  an  intention  on  the  part  of  Her  Majest)r's 
Government  to  countenance  any  such  idea.  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that,  at  a  very 
early  date,  more  than  one  month  before  the  escape  of  the  vessel,  on  my  presenting  evidence 
of  the  nature  and  purposes  of  the  nameless  vessel,  together  with  the  decided  opinion  of 
eminent  Counsel  that  a  gross  violation  of  the  law  of  the  land,  as-  weU  as  a  breach  of  the 
law  of  nations,  was  in  process  of  perpetration,. an  investigation  was  entered  into  by  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  which  resulted  in  an  acknowledgment  of  the  justice  of  the  remon- 
strance. In  consequence  of  tius  I  am  led  to  infer,  from  the  language  of  your  Lordship's 
note  of  the  22nd  of  September  explaining  the  facts  of  the  case,  that  an  order  to  detain  the 
vessel  at  LLTerpeol^as- about  to  issue  on  the  29th  of  July  lasft,  when  a  telegraphic  message 
was  fbrwavded  to  you  firooa  that  port  to  the  eflfect  that  the  v^essel  had  escaped  that  very 
mcuming.  Your  Lordship  further  adds  that  mstruotions  were  then  immediately  sent  to 
Ireland,  to  eiop  her.  sbould  she  pot  in  to  Queenstown,  and  similai:  instructions  were 
forwarded  to  the  port  of  Nassau.  But  it  has  turned  out  that  Doihiag  has  been  hesffd  of 
her  at  either  pbce. 

It  thus  appeaiB  that  Her  Majesty's  Goivrnmeirt  had  become  so  far  convinced  of  the 
true  nature  of  the  enterprize  in  agitation  at  Liverpool  from  the  evidence  which  I  had  bad 
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the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Lordship's  con^deratton,  and  from  other  inquiry,  as  to  have 
determined  on  detaining  the  vessel.  So  far  as  this  action  went,  it  seems  to  have  admitted 
the  existence  of  a  case  of  TiohLtion  of  the  Jaws  of  neotrality  in  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
ports  of  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  a  right  to  complain.  The 
question  will  th€»  remain,  how  far  the  failure  of  the  proceedings  thus  admitted  to  haive 
been  instituted  'by  Her  Majesty's  <)l0verifiaient  to  prevent  the  depaorture  of  this  vessel 
aflSscts  the  r^ht  of  redamation  ot*  the  GMernment  of  the  United  StetaB  for  the  grievous 
dama^  done  to  the  property  of  thnr  citizens  in  permitting  the  acape  of  this  lawless  pirate 
from  its  jtinscttetioii. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  without  its  use  to  call  to  your  Linidship^s  TeooHeetion  £>r  a 
moment  the  &ot  tfaaeb  this  qineetion,  like  almost  all  others  conneeted  mth  the  duty  of 
neutrals  iotiiae  of  war  on  the  high  seas^  has  been  much  agitated  in  the  diseussions 
heretofore  held  between  the 'authorities  of  tAie  two  countries.  During  the  latter  p^^  of 
the  last  century  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  Her  Mi^^sty's  Govecnment  to  make  the  strongfflt 
remonstrances  against  the  fitting  out  in  the(pc»rts  of  the  United  States  <if  vessels  with  an 
intent  to  prey  upon  Britmh  iOdmmerce ;  not,  however,  in  the  barbarous  and  illegal  laam^r 
shown  to  have  been  practised  by  "  No.  290,*'  but  srabject  to  the  forms  ofidttmate  adjudication 
equally  recognized  by  all  civilized  nations :  and  they  went  the  further  length  of  urging 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  principle  of  compensation  in  damages  for  the  consequences  of 
not  preventing  the  departure  fxf  such  vessels.  That  principle  was  formally  recognized  as 
valid  by  both  parties,  in  the  Vllth  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  19th  November,  1794  ; 
and  accordingly,  all  cases  of  damage  previously  done  by  capture  of  British  vessels  or 
merchandize,  by  vessels  originally  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  were 
therein  agreed  to  be  referred  to  a  Ccemtnission  pwwided  for  by  that  Treaty,  to  award  the 
necessary  sums  for  full  compensation. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  proviskms  of  that  Treaty  are  no  longer  in  force,  and  that 
even  if  they  were,  they  bound  only  the  United  States  to  make  good  the  damage  done  in 
the  precise  contin^^oy  then  occurring.  But  I  cannot  for  a  moment  permit  myself  to 
suppose  that  Her  Majesty's  Government,  by  the  very  tact  of  pressing  for  the  reccgnition 
of  tiie  principle  in  a  Treaty  when  it  tappiied  for  its  own  benefit,  did  Bot  n^ean  to  be 
understood  4is  equally  seady  to  sustaia  it  at  any  and  aU  tkoekes  when  it  might  be  justly 
Implied  to  the  omission  to.  pievent  simdlsridctflon  of  British  aubjeets  within  its  own  juns* 
(i^ction  towards  the  people  of  (the  United  jStetes. 

But  I  would  beg  further  to  oall  your  LonteUp's  atteoition  to  the  xareuiofitance  that 
there  is  the  strongeat  reason  to  betieve  that  the  elaifn  Sokt  compensation  ui  teases  of  tfaos 
kind  was  not  ^ssed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  merely  in  ooaneotion  with  the 
obtaknng  a  formal  recognition  of  the  princif^  m  am  express  contract.  This  seems  to 
hare  been  but  -a  later  step,  and  one  goowing  out  of  a  previous  advance  of  .a  similar  demand 
based  only  on  generd  principles  of  equity  that  should  {Hievail  at  ali  times  between  nationa. 
Here  again  it  appears  tiiat  the  G^iveroment  of  the  United  States,  having  admitted  a  failure 
down  to  a  certain  date  in  taking  efficient  steps  to  prevent  the  outfit  in  their  ports  of 
oruizers  against  the  vessels  of  Great  Britainj  with  whom  they  were  at  peace,  recognized 
the  validity  of  the  claim  advanced  by  Mr.  Hammond,  Her  Majesty's  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary id  Philadelphia,  for  eaptiores  of  British  vessi^ls  subsequently  made  by  those 
eroizers  even  on  the  high  seas.  This  principle  will  be  toTjad  acknowledged  in  its  full 
length  in  the  reply  of  Jl^.  Jefferson,  then  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  dated 
5th  of  September,  1793,  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hainn»md  of  the  30th  of  Auffust  preceding, 
a  oopy  of  which  is  unfortuiudiety  not  in  my  possession ;  but  which,  from  the  tenor  of  the 
answer,  [  must  presume  to  have  itself  distinctly  presented  the  adantt^  ^x>und  of  the 
claim. 

Armed  by  the  authority  of  sucli  a  precedent,  having  done  all  in  my  power  to  apprise 
Her  Majesty's  Government  of  the  illegal  enterf)rise  in  ample  season  for  eflfecting  its 
prevention  ;  and  being  now  enabled  to  show  the  injurious  consequences  to  innocent  parties 
relying  upon  the  security  of  their  commerce  from  any  danger  through  British  sources, 
ensuing  from  the  omission  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  however  little  designed,  to  apply 
ike  pooper  ftreventiian  in  due  .aeason^r-^I  havie  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  of  the 
directions  which  I  have  received  from  my  Government  to  solicit  redress  for  the  national 
and  private  ii^nries  already  thus  sustakied,  as  well  ^s  a  more  efSsctive  prevention  of  a^y 
repetition  of  such iawiess  and  injurious  proceedings  in  Her  M^est/s  ports  hereafter. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
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Inclosnre  1  in  No.  15. 

Mr.  Osbortiy  Jun^f  to  Mr.  Ddbney. 

Dear  Sir,  Flares,  September  13,  1862. 

I  WELL  inform  you  that  the  Confederate  steamer  *'  Alabama"  captured  and  destroyed 
my  ship  '*  Ocmulgee  '*  of  Edgartown,  with  260  barrels  of  sperm,  two  months  out ;  also  the 
**  Ocean  Rover/'  the  ^'  Alert,"  schooner  ''  Weather  Gauge/'  and  a  schooner  belonging  to 
Captain  Doane.  I  think  that  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done  for  the  United  States' 
Grovemment  would  be  to  despatch  a  vessel  to  Gibraltar  and  inform  the  captain  of  the 
"  Tuscarora,"  as  he  is  now  watching  the  "  Sumter/'  as  I  have  papers  to  the  20th  of  August 
stating  that  he  was  still  watching  the  '*  Sumter.''  The  pirate  says  he  will  have  your  barque 
if  he  stops  for  two  months,  as  he  said  that  you  would  not  give  him  any  coal  when  he  was 
at  Fayal.  He  says,  he  will  have  the  whole  fleet  of  whalers,  and  intends  to  stop  here  about 
a  month,  and  you  see.  Sir,  that  there  will  be  plenty  of  time  to  despatch  a  vessel  to  Gibraltdr 
and  inform  the  captain  of  the  ^'  Tuscarora,  "  and  he  will  come  down  ^here  and  take  him. 
What  I  have  written  is  the  wish  of  all  the  shipmasters. 
Yours,  &c. 
(Signed)  ABM.  OSBORN,  Jun. 

D.  R.  ALLEN,  Master  of  barque  ''Eagle;'  of  New  Bedford. 

WM.  SMITH,  Master  of  ship  ''Black  Eagle.'' 


Inclosmre  2  in  No.  15. 
Mr.  Mackay,  Jun.,  to  Mr.  Dabney. 


Dear  Sir,  Flares j  September  1 6,  1862. 

THIS  moment  the  brig  "  Hortense ''  arrived  from  Fayal,  and  fifives  me  only  time  to 
write  a  few  lines.  On  Sunday  evening  last  I  informed  you,  by  the  brig  "  Water  Witch/' 
of  the  capture  of  several  American  vessels  by  the  Confederate  steamer  "  Alabama/'  Captidn 
Semmes,  viz.,  ship  *' Ocmulgee/'  Captain  Osbom;  ^* Ocean  Rover/'  Captain  Clark; 
barque  ^*  Alert"  of  New  London,  Captain  Church ;  schooner  ^'  Weather  Gauge,"  Captain 
Small,  of  Provincetown ;  schooner  '^  Starlight,"  Captain  Doane.  The  masters  and  crews 
are  all  on  shore  here.  There  are  also  five  American  whalers  lying  at  anchor  afraid  to 
proceed  on  their  voyage ;  viz.,  barque  "  Eagle/*  Captain  Allen ;  barque  "  Oceola ;  " 
barque  '*  Gratitude ; "  ship  **  George  Howland/'  and  two  others.  Captain  Doane  and 
Captain  Small  go  by  this  opportunity,  and  will  give  you  more  information.  I  again  b^ 
you  will  send  a  vessel  for  the  masters  and  crews  who  are  now  on  shore  here.  Provisions 
are  getting  short,  and  consequently  high,  and  the  inhabitants  wish  to  get  quit  of  them. 
There  are  some  men  going  by  this  opportunity.     By  the  next  vessel  I  will  send  their  names. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MACKAY,  Jun. 

P.S.  [By  Mr.  Dabney,  apparently.] — Since  receiving  the  above,  the  following  vessels 
have  been  heard  of  as  burnt  by  the  "  Alabama/'  or  some  other  Confederate  steamer 
near  Flores :  schooner  '^  Altamaha"  of  Sippican  ;  schooner  **  Admiral  Blake,"  of  Sippican; 
barque  " Benjamin  Tucker,"  of  New  Bedford;  barque  ** Oceola/'  Captain  Hogan;  and 
the  "  Courser,^  supposed  to  be  of  New  Bedford.  All  engaged  in  the  whaling  business. 
FayaU  September  19, 1862. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  15. 

Depositions. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  for  the  Azores. 
SAMUEL  H.  DOANE,  late  master  of  schooner  "  Starlight,"  of  Deer  Island,  deposes 
on  oath  as  follows : — On  the  7th  of  September,  1862,  I  was  on  board  the  "Starlight," 
Sta.  Cruz  Flores  bearing  north-west  five  miles,  when  a  steamer  bearing  a  British  man-of-war 
flag  approached  from  the  south-west,  and  when  within  one  mile  and  a*half  fired  a  lee  gun. 
As  I  saw  a  ship  in-shore,  I  thought  the  gun  was  fired  at  her.  The  steamer  then  hauled 
down  the  English  flag,  fired  a  weather  gun,  shotted,  at  me,  the  ball  passing  between  my 
mast,  and  then  hoist^  the  Confederate  flag.  I  then  hoisted  the  American  ensign  and  kept 
ou  towards  Sta.  Cruz,  when  he  fired  again  at  me,  and  the  ball  passed  within  two  ftet  of  the 
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main  topmast.  Seeing  escape  hopeless  I  hove  to.  He  then  sent  a  boat  aboard,  and  the 
officer  ordered  me  to  take  my  papers  and  go  aboard  the  steamer  in  his  boat,  which  I  did ; 
the  officer  with  men  remaining  on  board  the  schooner.  My  shooner  was  laden  with  pas- 
sengers for  Boston,  men  and  women,  mostly  Portuguese.  When  I  got  aboard  the  steamer 
I  was  taken  to  the  cabin,  when  the  Lieutenant  said  to  me,  presenting  me  to  the  commander, 
*•  This  is  Captain  Semmes.''  The  commander  was  a  medium  size  man,  slim,  with  grey  hair, 
moustache  and  imperial,  dressed  all  in  grey.     The  officers  were  in  blue  with  navy  buttons. 

The  Captain,  after  examining  my  papers,  ordered  me  to  return  to  the  schooner  and 
bring  all  Americans  on  board.  When  we  came  aboard,  we  were  put  on  one  side  of  the 
deck  and  asked  where  we  belonged.  Finding  we  were  all  Northerners,  he  put  us  all  in  irons 
without  asking  us  to  enlist.  We  were  not  otherwise  abused.  We  were  allowed  nearly  all 
our  clothes,  but  they  took  my  instruments,  charts,  and  money.  We  were  kept  in  irons  for 
about  eighteen  hours.  The  passengers  were  left  on  board  the  schooner.  We  were  taken 
about  6  p.  M.  the  7th  instant,  and  on  the  8th  at  1 1  a.  m.  were  set  adrift  in  our  own  boat, 
when  about  three  miles  from  Floras,  and  pulled  to  shore.  The  passengers  were  previously 
landed  by  the  steamer's  boats. 

Before  I  left  the  schooner  I  returned  the  passage  money  to  as  many  of  the  passengers 
as  I  could,  distributing  all  I  had  except  100  dollars.  This  being  reported  to  Captain 
Semmes,  he  said  in  my  hearing  that  he  would  have  them  all  searched  in  the  morning,  and 
would  take  all  he  could  find ;  but  the  next  morning  there  being  other  vessels  in  sight,  he 
concluded  to  set  them  ashore  in  haste,  to  be  at  liberty  to  chase  the  other  sails. 

The  steamer  is  wooden,  and  not  iron  plated,  long,  narrow  and  straight,  low  in  the 
water,  bark  rigged ;  some  might  think  her  barkantine  rigged  when  her  mainsail  is  not  set, 
as  the  main  mast  has  a  long  drop  ;  but  I  am  positive  that  the  mainsail  is  square.  Her 
armament  consists  of  six  32-pounders,  and  two  large  8 -inch  pivot  guns  amidships,  the 
forward  rifled.  I  saw  the  rifling.  Hemp  sails,  wire  rigging.  She  may  be  known  by  the 
long  drop  to  her  fore  and  mainsails,  and  her  top  gallant  sails  being  broad,  and  with  very 
short  hoist.  The  master-at-arms  said  there  were  78  aboard,  all  told.  I  counted  52  seamen 
and  12  firemen.  All  the  men  forward  are  English  and  Irish,  no  Americans.  The  officers 
are  Southerners,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  Captain  and  first  Lieutenant,  seem  ignorant 
of  their  sea  duties.  The  disciphme  on  board  was  not  very  good,  though  the  men  seemed 
to  be  good  seamen.  They  were  over  an  hour  setting  the  two  top-gallant  sails.  The  men 
appeared  to  be  dissatisfied.  The  master  at  arms  and  several  seamen  told  me  that  there  was 
another  steamer  named  the  "  Barcelona  "  in  company,  commanded  they  said,  by  Coxetter. 
They  said  she  was  near  Fayal,  and  they  expected  to  meet  her  soon.  Some  of  the  men  said 
they  were  going  South  to  look  after  whalers,  as  they  were  well  posted  about  the  cruizing 
grounds.  The  English  engineer  told  me  that  they  expected  more  men  in  a  few  days. 
The  officers  said  they  were  bound  to  have  Mr.  Dabney's  barque  *'  Azor,*'  if  they  stopped 
around  for  a  month. 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  H.  DOANE. 

Fayal,  September  19,  1862. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  for  the  Azores. 
George  W.  Luce,  late  first  mate  of  the  whaling  ship  '*  Ocmulgee,"  of  Edgartown, 
deposes  as  follows : — On  the  5th  of  September,  1862, 1  was  on  board  the  ^*  Ocmulgee;^'  at 
noon,  after  a  chase  for  whales,  we  had  one  large  whale  alongside,  were  about  forty-five 
miles  due  west  of  Vice ;  a  steamer,  bearing  the  British  man-of-war  colours,  approached 
under  sail  from  the  south-east,  and  fired  a  lee  gun  when  about  three  miles  from  us ;  then 
came  near,  hove-to,  and  sent  a  boat  aboard  of  us.  The  officer  in  charge,  the  second 
Ueutenant,  said  that  he  was  sorry  to  inform  us  that  we  were  a  prize  to  the  Confederate 
steamer  *'  Alabama.**  He  told  our  captain  to  take  his  papers  and  go  aboard  the  steamer, 
which  he  did.  He  told  us  to  cast  the  whale  adrift,  but  as  we  could  not  do  it  immediately, 
he  ordered  me  to  follow  the  steamer  as  we  were.  In  about  an  hour  our  captain  returned, 
accompanied  by  the  steamer's  first  lieutenant,  who  told  us  to  go  aboard  the  steamer,  and  that 
the  captain  and  I  could  take  a  trunk  of  clothes  a-piece,  but  that  the  rest  of  the  ship's  company 
cpuld  have  only  a  bag  each,  as  they  did  not  want  to  be  lumbered  up.  We  went  aboard  in 
our  boats,  which  they  took  in  tow,  after  using  them  to  bring  some  stores,  cordage,  &c.,  from 
the  ship  to  the  steamer.  Both  vessels  lay  together,  head  yards  aback,  all  night,  they 
intending  to  take  more  provisions  from  our  ship ;  but  at  daylight  they  raised  four  vessels, 
and  determined  to  start  in  pursuit  at  once ;  therefore,  shooting  the  two  dogs  which  had 
been  the  only  living  things  left  aboard  our  ship,  they  set  her  on  fire  and  left  her.  They 
then  made  sail  and  chased  a  ship  which  proved  to  be  French,  and  another  which  proved  to 
be  English,  while  the  other  two  w6re  so  far  to  windward  that  they  could  not  reach  them 
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without  getting  up  steam,  which  they  did  not  wish  to  do.  AU  the  time  we  were  aboard 
they  had  their  propeller  hoisted  up,  and  they  worked  under  sail,  though  they  kept  their 
fires  banked.  All  our  officers  were  put  in  irdrtis  ;  the  crew  were  not.  We  were  kept  on 
deck  under  a  sail,  and  treated  without  other  abuse  than  heiiig  ironed.  Our  food  Was 
rather  poor,  but  it  was  said  to  be  Jike  the  men's  rations.  We  were  kfept  aboard  about 
fifty-two  hours,  and  when  about  six  miles  from  Flores  they  let  us  go  ashore  in  three  of  our  own 
boats.  Just  after  we  left  the  steamer  we  saw  her  take  the  schodner  "Starlight,''  just 
before  dark  on  the  7th  of  Septfember.  The  discipline  aboard  the  steamer  was  very  poor. 
The  master-at-arms  told  me  there  was  another  steamer  in  company,  and  not  far  oflT,  both 
built  in  Liverpool,  and  alike.  I  lieard  some  of  our  men  say  that  they  were  told  aboard 
the  steamer  that  she,  the  "  Alabama/' was  the  *'290/'  The  master-at-arms,  and  third 
lieutenant,  and  a  midshipman,  said  they  were  bound  to  have  Mr.  Dabne/s  barque  **  Azor," 
because  he  would  not  sell  them  coal. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  W.  LUCE. 

Fayal,  September  19,  1862. 


I,  Benjamin  Dexter,  second  mate  aboard  the  *'  Ocmulgee/'  having  heard  the  above 
statement  read,  corroborate  it  in  all  particulars,  and  furthermore  testify  that  the  master-at- 
arms  of  the  ''  Albama  "  told  me  she  was  the  ''  290." 

(Signed)  BENJAMIN  DEXTER. 

Fayal,  September  19,  1862. 


I,  Elijah  Johnson,  boat-steerer  aboard  the  *'Ocmulgee/'  having  heard  the  above  state- 
ment read,  confirm  it  in  every  particular,  and  furthermore  state  that  I  was  told  by  some  of 
the  "  Alabama's  '*  crew  that  they  had  received  their  guns  from  a  barque  close  by  Terceira, 
which  barque  was  going  to  bring  her  six  more  guns,  as  well  as  ammunition,  and  coal,  and 
men.  The  crew  of  the  **  Alabama'*  was  English  and  Irish;  the  officers  Southerners;  the 
second  lieutenant,  a  slim,  very  young  man,  they  said  was  Jeff.  Davis'  son. 

(Signed)  ELIJAH  X  JOHNSON, 

mark. 


Indosure  4  in  No.  15. 
Memorandum. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  for  the  Azores. 

THE  schooner  "  Weather  Gauge,"  of  Province  town,  was  captured  by  the  '*  Alabama  '* 
near  Flores,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  September,  and  was  burned  on  the  1 1th  instant ; 
the  captain,  Samuel  Small,  and  his  crew  being  put  ashore  at  Flores,  after  they  had  givea 
their  parole  not  to  serve  against  the  South  till  exchanged.  Captain  Small,  in  his  deposi- 
tion, states  the  same  facts,  and  gives  the  same  description  of  the  *'  Alabama "  and  her 
officers,  as  Oaptain  Doane,  Mr.  Luce,  &lc.  In  addition  he  staties  the  guns  to  be  of  Ei^lish 
make,  some  bearing  the  name  of  Preston  and  Co.     He  ako  states  that  the 

**  Alabama's  *'  steering  wheel  is  forward  of  the  mizen  mast,  and  bears  the  inscriptioa 
**  Aide  toi  et  Dieu  t'aidera.'* 

Fayal,  September  19,  1662. 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  15. 
Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 


fin:.  United  States*  Consulate ,  Liverpool^  October  30,  1862. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  you  copies  of  the  depositions  of  Captain  Julius,  of 
the  ship  "Tonawanda,"  Captain  Harmon,  of  the  barque  "Wave  Crest,    and  Captain 
Johnson,  of  the  brig  *^  Dunkirk."    They  detail  the  capture  of  their  respeotive  vessels  by 
the  rebel  privateer  ''  Alabama,*^  late  '*  290." 

I  am^  &c. 
(Sgned)  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
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Depositions. 

I,  THEODORE  JULIUS,,  master  of  the  ship  ''  TonamndV  ojf  PhUa,4elpbw^,  aad 
beiog  sworn,  say :—. 

I  sailed  witb  said  sj^ip  froia  Philadelphia  on  th^  3Pth  oS,  Septemb^  bound  for  liver*- 
pooL 

We  got  aloag  vevy  nicely  after  leaving  the  Capes,  with  very  fine,  weather  and  the^ 
prospect  of  a.  short  passage.  tiU  the  9th  instant  at  4  p.m.,  when,  in  latitude  40f  30'  north 
and  longitude  54®  30'  westt  we  were  captured  by  the  rehi^  stewer  "  Alabaouft,"  I  waft 
taken  oa  board  of  her^  and  oflScers  left  in  charge  of  the.  ship.  When  I  got  on  board  I 
found  the  captain  and,  cxew  of  barque  '^  Wave  Cuept/'  from  New;  York  for  Cardiff,  and 
brig  "Dunkii'k,"  from  New  York  for  Usbon,  all  prisoners  on  deck  aAd  all  in,  irons,  their 
vessels  having  been  burned  two.  days  previously.  There  was  a  brig  in  sight  git  this  tiines, 
and  the  steamer  made  sail,  our  ship  following-  When  everything  was  trimn?ied,  I  was 
conducted  into  the  cabin^  where  I  foun4  Captain  Semme^  the^  first  Lieutenaut,  ^nd 
Captain's  Clerk.  After  asking  a  few  desultory  questions,  I  was  put  on  oath  to  answer.  1 
found  that  our  wqmen  pa^sengersi  were  a  great  trouble  to  them,  and  I  built  good  hopes 
from  that  that  we  should  get  clear.  I  offered  to  draw  on  Browi;i,.  Shipley  and  Co.,  for  a 
reasonable  sum  to  let  the  ship  off,  but  that  was  no  use,  as  the  captain  said  they  had  plenty 
of  money,  and  at  any  rate  Brown,  Shipley  and  Co.,  would  not  pay,  notwithstanding 
anything  I  might  assert  to  the  contrary.  I  was  taken  forw^d  among  the  prisoners  tp 
await  the  issue  of  the*chase.  The  captain's  clerk  conducted  me,  and  I  had  a  long  conver- 
sation with  him,  during  wliich  I  was  very  muck  on  my  gi^ard,  and  I  found  that  he  was 
very  intimate  with  a  friend  of  mine  at  New  Orleans.  I  temporised,  &c.,  and  am  certain  I 
created  a  &vourab}e  impression.  The  chased  brig,  after  boarding,  proved  to  be  English* 
We  were  then  hovc-to,.  and  I  was  sent  for  into  the  cabin,  whore  the  same  parties  were 
present  as  before..  The  captain  told  me  that  had  the  brig  proved  American  he  would  have 
put  us  all  on  board  and  burned  the  ^^  Tonawandap^  I  told  him  that  on  account  of  the 
women  and  children  on  bofi^rd  with  their  luggage  that  would  have  proved  a  very  dangerous 
busiaess,  as  there  was  considerable  sea  on.  He  then  told  me  he  would  take  a  ransom 
bond  for  the  present,  and  that  he  would  return  it  if  hp  burned  the  ship.  We  had  quite  a 
controversy  about  the  amount  of  the  bond :  he  had  ordered  it  filled  up  for  100,000.  dollars, 
but  eventually  settled  down  tg  80,000  dollars,  for  which  aiftouftt  it  wa^a  given  on  the 
following  conditions : — **  I  am  held  ^nd  firmly  bound,  aud  I  do  hereby  bind  the  said 
ThonQas  P.  Cope  and  Francis  R.  Cope,  their  and  my  heirs,  executors,  and  assigns,  well  and 
truly  to  pay  unto  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  for  the  time  being, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  the  amount  of  80,000  dollars  current  mopey  of  the  said 
Confederate  States ;  aod  the  ship  '  Tonawanda/  her  tackle  and  ^parel^  are  hereby  mort- 
gaged for  th^  payment  of  this  bond."  After  giving  the  ^bove,  I  gave  m,y  word  of  honour 
to  follow  the  snip^^  and  W4S  put  ob.  board  the  "  Tonawanda  "  afeout  9  PfM.,  and  all  perscwas 
belonging  to  the  *'  Alabama  "  uetvu-ned  to  her,  with  one  coloured  bpy,  ou^  passenger-cook, 
he  belon^g  to  Delaware,,  a  Slave  State,  and  being  without  protection  or  free  papers.  We 
continued  following  m  her  waJte  till  noon,  the  10th,  when  they  made  signials  they  were 
going  to  send  a  boat  on  bo*rd.  When  the  boat  catjae^  I  wa^  ordered  to  go  on  board  the 
steamer  again*  and  to  take  some  change  of  clothes  with  ipe  ag  1  should  stay  some  days. 
At  the  same  time  we  were  orde^  to  send  two  of  our  boais  to  remove  the  prisoners  from 
the  "  Alabama"  to  our  ship^  all  of  which  was  done,  and  all  the  prisoji^iers  pf  all  the  vessels, 
ours  included,  signed  a  parole.  When  I  got  on  board,  the  captain  sent  for  me  on  the 
quarter-deck,  when  we  nad  a  very  long  conversation  on  nearly  all  subjects  counected  with 
the  war*  He  apologised  hr  my  having  to  remain  on  deck,  as  his  owii  officers  and  crew 
had  not  sufficient  accommodation;  but  on  consideration  pf  my  ^vin^  my  word  npt  to 
converse  with  t&e  officers  of  tiie  ship,  he  allowed  me  to  gp  about  the  ship  without  irons  on,. 
I  being  the  only  prisoner  this  cruize  to  whom  that  |>rivilege  was  granted.  He  told  me  that 
he  should  keep  mue  some  days.  If  he  took  a  prize  npt  as  valuable  as  ours^  he  would 
trans&r  us  to  ner  and  bum  our  ship,  Init  if  she  proved  anything  ne^r  our  value,  that  our 
ship  would  be  spared,  hut  that  he  was  very  anxious  to  burn  her.  That  night  they  chased 
and  boarded  a  German  ship.  The  afternpon  of  the  11th  they  captured  and  burned  the 
shi^  "  Manchester,"  a  more  valuable  prize  than  the  **Ton^wau4a;"  she  was  only  one 
year  old,  had  60,000  bushels  wheats  1 10  bales  cotton,  &c.,  Ux  her  cargo.  I  was  sent  for  to 
the  cabin  and  told  that  the ''  Tonawjaudft  "  virould  oertainl^-  he  rdeaaed,  but  tha.t  he  should 
keep  her  a  few  days  logger  to  put  some  more  prisoners  on  board  :  h^  considered  her  now 
a  ciurtel  ia  the  en>floy  qS  the  Coirfederate  GovernmeAt.    I  argued  the  point  that  we 
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would  be  very  short  of  provisions  and  water,  particularly  the  latter,  as,  with  the  "  Man- 
chester's*' crew,  we  had  about  170  persons  on  board  already;  but  he  said  I  could  easily 
accommodate  250,  and  he  would  see  about  water,  &c.  I  then  told  him  that  as  I  was 
master  of  a  cartel  he  ought  to  allow  me  to  sleep  oh  board  below,  as  it  would  be  murder  to 
keep  me  on  deck  another  night.  He  said  he  would  be  very  glad  to  put  me  below  if  he 
had  any  place.  His  clerk  spoke  up  and  said  they  could  make  room  for  me  in  the  steerage. 
Then  the  non-intercourse  act  was  taken  off,  and  I  was  permitted  to  go  all  over  the  ship, 
on  deck  or  below,  and  to  talk  to  whom  I  pleased.  The  12th  passed  without  seeing  any 
sail.  The  13th  was  dirty  weather,  with  thick  and  rain;  and  I  told  the  officers  during  the 
day,  at  every  opportunity,  that  it  would  be  thick  that  night,  that  they  would  certainly  lose 
my  ship,  and  that  they  had  better  put  me  on  board.  That  afternoon  they  were  very  much 
frightened,  as  we  saw  a  ship  under  very  easy  sail,  with  a  vane  at  her  mainmasthead,  which 
they  took  to  be  a  pendant,  and  supposed  her  to  be  a  disguised  man-of-war.  They  cleared  the 
ship  for  action,  and  got  steam  up  ready  for  running.  I  was  appealed  to  three  different 
times,  and  a  spy-glass  handed  to  me,  and  I  always  pronounced  it  the  same  thing — not  an 
American  but  a  foreign  merchant-ship.  I  was  requested  to  go  below  during  the  action, 
but  declined,  as  I  was  not  a  bit  afraid.  It  proved  to  be  a  Spanish  merchant-ship.  As 
soon  as  that  was  ascertained  I  was  called  aft  again ;  the  captain  told  me  that  if  I  would 
give  my  word  of  honour  to  proceed  direct  to  Liverpool,  and  without  any  additions  to 
provisions  and  water,  he  would  let  me  go.  I  accepted,  of  course,  being  then,  by  their 
account,  in  latitude  40**  30'  and  longitude  59^  38'  west,  or  over  five  degrees  further  west 
than  when  we  were  captured.  1  was  put  on  board,  and  set  sail  for  Liverpool  at  6  p.m.  I 
have  a  copy  of  the  bond  on  board  attested  by  the  captain's  clerk^  The  '*  Alabama," 
or  "  290  "  is  a  splendid  vessel,  and  the  fastest  under  canvas  I  ever  had  my  foot  on  board 
of,  and  I  have  no  doubt  she  is  under  steam,  as  she  has  very  powerful  machinery.  She  is 
225  feet  long,  entirely  built  of  wood — they  say  on  board  of  teak.  She  is  calculated  to 
remain  at  sea  as  long  as  they  like,  as  they  condense  all  the  water  they  use :  it  takes 
1  lb.  of  coal  to  make  a  gallon  of  water,  and  they  have  now  300  tons  of  coal  on  board,  and 
the  instance  mentioned  before  is  the  only  time  they  raised  steam  since  they  have  been  out. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  a  ship  in  our  navy  that  can  catch  her.  Her  armament  consists  of 
six  32-pounders  broadside  guns,  one  68-pounder  midships  between  main  and  mizen-masts, 
and  one  100- pounder  rifled  cannon  midships  forward  of  the  mainmast.  I  judged  there 
were  about  100  persons  on  board,  mostly  English  man-of-war's  men.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  an  American-bom  seaman  on  board.  They  are  trying  to  ship  all  the  men  they 
can  out  of  the  prizes.  They  got  some  out  of  every  ship's  company  that  is  now  on  board 
except  our  own  ship,  from  which  they  took  the  black  boy. 


John  E.  Harmon,  being  sworn,  says  : — I  was  master  of  the  barque  "  Wave  Crest,"  of 
New  York,  burden  408  tons.  We  sailed  from  New  York  28th  September  last  for  Cardiff, 
laden  with  wheat  and  flour.  Nothing  remarkable  happened  until  the  7th  of  October,  at 
daylight  of  which,  in  latitude  40®  20'  north,  longitude  54®  20'  west,  we  made  a  vessel  to 
windward  about  a  mile  distant.  She  had  a  flag,  but  we  could  not  make  it  out.  When  she 
saw  us  she  fired  a  blank  gun,  and  we  hove-to.  She  then  sent  a  boat  to  us,  and  we  made  out 
the  flag  to  be  the  rebel  flag.  The  crew  of  the  boat  were  armed,  and  the  officers  informed 
me  that  my  vessel  was  a  prize  to  the  Confederate  steamer  "  Alabama,"  and  requested  me 
to  go  on  board  the  steamer  with  my  papers.  I  accordingly  went  on  board  with  my  papers 
and  delivered  them  to  the  Captain  (Semmes).  He  looked  them  over.  He  asked  me  if  I 
was  interested  in  the  vessel,  and  some  other  questions  which  I  don't  remember.  He  then 
informed  me  he  should  destroy  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  told  me  to  go  on  board  and  pack 
up  with  my  crew.  I  was  then  sent  back  on  board  with  a  boafs  crew.  About  noon  we 
were  taken  on  board  the  steamer  and  put  in  irons.  They  stripped  the  barque  of  what  they 
wanted,  and  then  commenced  firing  shells  at  her  but  without  effect ;  I  did  not  see  any 
strike  her.  About  4*30  p.m.  a  boat's  crew  were  sent  to  set  fire  to  her,  which  they  did, 
and  then  made  sail  to  the  westward.  We  saw  our  vessel  burning  until  9  p.m.  ;  her  masts 
had  then  fallen,  and  she  was  a  mass  of  flame.  The  Captain,  while  I  was  in  the  cabin, 
asked  me  to  join  him.  He  said  as  I  was  Maryland-born  I  ought ;  that  he  was  a  Mary* 
lander  himself.  I  made  him  no  answer.  About  9  the  same  night  the  brig  **  Dunkirk," 
of  New  York,  was  captured  and  destroyed,  and  her  crew  brought  on  board  the  steamer  and 
ironed  like  ourselves.  The  "  Alabama  *'  kept  working  up  to  the  westward,  and  on  the  9th 
captured  the  "Tonawanda,'*  of  Philadelphia.  On  the  1 1th  she  captured  the  ''Manchester," 
of  New  York,  which  was  also  burnt.  The  "  Tonawanda"  was  kept  in  company,  and  on 
the  10th  I  and  my  crew  were  transferred  to  the  "Tonawanda,"  as  well  as  the  crew  of  the 
**  Dunkirk,"  on  parole,  which  we  signed  after  we  got  on  board  the  "  Tonawanda."    The 
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'* Manchester's"  crew  were  put  on  board  the  next  day.  On  the  13th  the  "Tonawanda**  was 
released  and  proceeded  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on  the  27th  October.  Whilst  I  was 
on  boardthe  '*  Alabama''  the  crew  were  practised  at  the  guns  two  or  three  times.  There 
did  not  seem  to  be  much  discipline.  She  was  never  under  full  sail  with  a  good  breeze 
whil^  I  was  on  board,  but  I  should  judge  she  could  make  twelve  knots  under 
canvas. 

(Signed)  JOHN  E.  HARMON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  at  Liverpool,  this  28th  day  of  October,  1862. 
(Signed)  Thos.  Hi  Dudlkv,  Consul. 


We  were  all  kept  in  irons  on  the  deck  of  the  *'  Alabama."  Had  to  sleep  upon  the 
deck.  There  was  no  distinction  made  between  my  sailors  and  myself,  except  they  gave 
me  a=  mattress  to  sleep  on  ;  the  men  had  a  board.  All  that  we  had  to  protect  us  from  the 
weather  was  a  piece  of  canvas*  This  did  not  do  it ;  we  were  wet  most  of  the  time.  The 
irons  were  kept  upon  us  both  day  and  night ;  were  not  taken  off  while  we  ate.  We  had 
to  sU»ep  in  our  wet  clothes,  not  being  able  to  take  off  our  boots.  There  were  nineteen  of 
us  confined  to  a  space  of  about  fifteen  feet  square.  A  guard  with  a  sword  and  revolver 
were  kept  over  us  all  the  time. 

(Signed)  JOHN  E.  HARMON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed' before  me,  at  Liverpool,  this  28th  day  of  October,  1862. 
(Signed)  Thomas  H.  Dudley,  OonsuL 


On  this  28th  day  of  Octobfer,  1862,  before  me,  Thomas  H.  Dudley,  Consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Liverpool,  personally  came  Samuel  B.  John,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
late  itiaster  of  the  brig  **  Dunkirk,*'  of  New  York,  and  being  duly  sworn,  says  : — 

I  was  master  of  the  brig  '^Dunkirk,"  of  New  York,  owned  by  C.  and  E.  J.  Peters,  of 
the  city  of  New  York ;  that  we  sailed  from  New  York  the  29th  of  September  with  a  cargo 
offlour  and  staves  for  Lisbon,  in  Portugal.  The  vessel  had  been  chartered  artd  loaded  by 
Giro  and  Frenceia,  of  New  York.  Nothing  occurred  until  half-past  7  p.m.  civil  time, 
October  7,  when  in  latitude  40®  23'  north,  and  longitude  54**  30'  west,  discovered  a  sail  on 
the  port  bow  standing  to  the  westward.  When  nearly  abeam  the  strange  sail  tacked, 
hauling  up  under  our  lee-bow,  and  fired  a  gun.  Being  then  within  short  range  of  his  guns 
and  no  c^nce  of  escape,  backed  foretopsail,  and  was  soon  boarded  by  a  boat  with  an  armed 
creWv  It  was  dark  at  the  time,  and  could  not  see  the  flag  she  carried.  After  a  few 
inquiri^,  the  officers  saki  the  brig  was  a  prize  to  the  Confederate  war-steamer  '*  Alabama." 
I  was  ordei'ed  on  board  with 'all  my  papers.  I  was  taken  into  the  cabin  to  Captain  Semmes. 
His  Lieutenant,  by  name  of  Keli;  and  Secretary  were  present.  The  Captain  took  my 
papers  and  examined  them,  breaking  open  a  consignee's  letter  I  had.  He  then  said  to  his 
Lieutenant, <  '*  I  see  nothing  by  these  papers  to  clear  this  vessel,  she  being  American  ;  you 
will  accordingly  take  the  captain  on  board  and  alltrw  him  to  take  one  trunk  and  one  bag  of 
clothing;  ail  others  one  bag  only ;  bring  all  persons  out  of  the  brig  to  the  *  Alabama,'  and 
destroy  her."  While  there  I  was  put  on  oath  and  examined  touching  the  vessel's  cargo. 
At  9  i».M.  returned  on  board  the  brig,'  paeked  up  •  a  few  things,  and  the  crew  from  the 
**  Alabama/'  by  direction  of  the  first  lieutenant,  then  broke  up  the  furniture  in  the  cabin, 
and  poured  out  a  lot  of  lard  on  it  and  then  set  fire  to  it.  We  then  left  and  were  taken  on 
board  of  tb^  "  Alabama." '  There  were  nine  of  us,  including  myself.  The  brig  was  soon 
in  a  blaze,  and  continued  to  bton  as  long  as  wc  could  see  her.  The  vessel  and  her  cargo 
were  entirely^  destroyed.*  The  charts,  chronometer,  and  some  of  the  provisions  were 
taken  by  the  "  Alabama.''  One  of  my  crew,  by  name  of  David  Leggett,  who  had  been 
witi  Captain  Semmes  on  the  steamer  **  Sumter,"  immediately  joined  the  crew  of  the 
"  Alabama.'?  Another  by  name  of  Cieorge  Forrest,  a  deserter  from  the  ^*  Siimter,''  was 
put  in  double  irons.  The  rest  of  us  were  placed  in  irons  and  kept  on  deck  for  three  days 
and.  three  nights.  We  were  exposed  to  the  sea  and  weather  during  this  time,  and  were 
oftcoi'  wet  by  the  rain  and  spray.  We  were  confined  to  a  space  of  about  twenty  square 
feet^i  The  man  who  had  deserted  from  the  **  Sumter"  was  tried  before  a  court-martial 
and  sentenced. 

On  the  9th  of  October, they  captured  the  ship  ^*  Tohawanda,"  from  Philadelphia  to 
Iiverp€K>l,  commanded  by  Citptain  Julius.  She  was  detained  as  a  receiving  ship  until  the 
ISthiin^nti  On  the  11th  the  ship  '^Manchester,"  from  New  York  to  Liverpool,  loaded 
witb  grain,  &c.,  was  captured  and  fired  after  dark,  and  entirely  destroyed.  The  crew  of  the 
barqae  *'  Wave  Crest"  were  on  board  when  we  were  captured.  We  were  all  placed  on  the 
•*  Tonnwianda,"  and  permitted  to' leave  on  the  13th  instant,  and  arrived  here  yesterday. 
At  the  time  I  was  captured/ and  all  tiie  while  I  was  on  board  the  steamer,  they  were  under 
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sail.  She  is  a  ver}'  fast  sailer.  She  had  consumed  but  very  little  of  her  coal,  and  had 
most  of  the  coal  she  left  with  at  time  she  started  on  her  cruise.  She  has  a  condenser,  and 
makes  all  the  water  they  require  on  board. 

(Signed)  SAML.  B.  JOHNSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  28th  day  of  October,  1862. 
(Signed)  Thomas  H.  Dudley,  Consul. 

On  this  22nd  day  of  October,  1862,  before  me,  Thomas  H.  Dudley,  Consul  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  Liverpool,  personally  came  Nathan  Parker  Simes,  master  of 
the  ship  ''  Emily  Famum,"  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  and,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed : — 

1  am  master  of  the  "  Emily  Farnum."  We  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  20th  of 
September,  bound  to  Liverpool,  with  a  cargo  of  flour  and  provisions.  We  proceeded 
without  anything  of  importance  happening  until  the  morning  of  the  3rd  of  October,  when 
we  were  in  latitude  about  41''  north  and  longitude  about  50^  west.  At  daylight  we  made 
a  large  ship  to  leeward,  bound  the  same  way  as  ourselves.  About  7  a.m.  we  made  what 
appeared  to  us  a  small  sail  vessel,  standing  to  the  westward.  I  took  no  further  notice  of 
her  until  I  came  up  from  breakfast,  about  a  quarter  past  8,  when  I  sheared  her  close  on 
our  weather  bow,  and  made  her  out  to  be  a  screw  war-steamer,  with  the  St.  George's 
Cross  flying  at  her  peak,  and  took  her  for  an  English  man-of-war.  I  immediately  set  my 
colours,  and  she  immediately  run  down  the  English  colours,  and  ran  up  the  Confederate 
flag  and  flred  a  blank  across  our  bow.  The  wind  being  light,  I  saw  that  we  could  not 
escape,  and  hove-to.  A  boat  was  then  lowered  from  the  steamer  and  sent  alongside,  with 
two  officers  and  four  men,  each  armed  with  a  cutlass  and  revolver.  They  all  came  on 
board,  and  one  of  the  officers,  who  was  the  Second  Lieutenant,  hauled  down  our  colours,  and 
informed  me  I  was  a  prize  to  the  Confederate  States'  steamer  "  Alabama,"  Captain 
Semmes.  The  steamer  then  wore  round,  and  gave  chase  to  the  ship  to  leeward.  The 
Second  Lieutenant  having  taken  charge  of  our  ship,  we  followed. 

About  1 1  o'clock  the  other  ship  was  brought-to  in  the  way  we  had  been.  She  proved 
to  be  the  *^  Brilliant,"  of  New  York,  from  New  York  bound  for  London.  She  and  our- 
selves were  then  hove-to,  one  on  each  quarter  of  the  steamer.  A  boat  was  sent  to  the 
''  Brilliant,"  and  her  captain  with  his  papers  taken  on  board  the  steamer.  About  noon  a 
second  boat  came  to  us,  and  I  was  ordered  to  the  steamer  with  my  papers,  and  I  went. 
On  reaching  the  steamer  I  was  ordered  to  stand  amidships  until  Captain  Semmes  was 
ready  for  me.  While  waiting  I  observed  a  large  number  of  seamen  in  irons  on  the  other 
side  of  the  deck,  and  that  the  vessel  had  three  long  32*pounders  on  each  side,  one 
100-pounder  rifled  pivot  gun  forward,  and  a  68-pounder  rifled  pivot  gun  ail.  The  shot  on 
the  deck  measured  six  and  eight  inches.  Her  crew  were  English,  and  consisted  of  120,  all 
told,  and  they  were  anxious  to  ship  more.  About  1  o'clock  the  captein  of  the  **  Brilliant " 
came  on  deck,  and  Captain  Semmes  ordered  his  First  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Kell,  to  go  on  board 
the  '^  Brilliant "  with  him,  and  remove  from  her  such  provisions,  tackle  and  valuables,  as 
he  saw  fit,  to  the  steamer.  I  was  then  ordered  below  into  the  cabin,  where  were  Captain 
Semmes  and  his  clerk,  Mr.  Smith.  Captain  Semmes  demanded  my  papers,  and  then 
asked  me  the  name  of  my  ship  ;  by  whom  she  was  owned ;  what  her  present  value  would 
be  in  New  York  ;  whether  I  had  any  certificate  or  proof  that  my  cargo  was  otherwise  than 
American  property.     My  replies  were  taken  down  in  writing. 

I  examined  ray  papers  and,  attached  to  one  set  of  bills  of  lading,  found  the  British 
Consul's  certificate  that  the  goods  described  in  the  bill  of  lading  annexed,  were  the  property 
of  a  British  subject  residing  in  Liverpool,  J.  B.  Spence.  Captain  Semmes  examined  it, 
and  said  it  was  a  fraud,  and  not  worth  that  (snapping  his  fingers). 

He  then  asked  me  if  I  had  a  mail  bag.  I  had  none.  He  then  asked  a  number  of 
questions  as  to  the  disposition  of  our  army  and  navy,  and  whether  there  were  any  Govern* 
ment  vessels  on  tlie  look-out  for  his  vessel.  He  then  asked  me  how  long  it  would  take 
me  to  go  to  Liverpool  in  case  he  should  release  me.  He  said  with  the  number  of  prisoners 
he  had  on  deck,  together  with  our  two  ships'  crews,  he  would  be  pushed  for  room  in  case 
of  falling  in  with  any  of  our  Government  vessels,  as  he  intended  to  fight  anything  of  his 
own  metal.  His  clerk  then  filled  out  a  parole  in  writing,  which  he  gave  me  the  option  of 
signing  or  of  remaining  in  irons  a  prisoner  of  war,  until  regularly  exchanged.  I  signed  it. 
I  noticed  in  the  cabin  from  fifteen  to  twenty  chronometers,  screwed  to  the  transom.  I 
then  went  on  deck.  While  in  the  cabin  he  told  me  he  had  burnt  eleven  whale*ships  oflf 
the  Western  Islands,  and  landed  their  crews,  190  in  number,  in  that  vicinity.  That  he  had 
a  particular  antipathy  to  New  Bedford  people  on  account  of  their  holding  war  meetings 
daily,  and  sending  stone  fleets  to  block  up  Charleston  harbour,  and  he  waa  going  to 
retaliate  by  destroying  all  the  property  he  could  get  hold  of. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


25 

I  remained  on  deck  until  about  5  p.m.,  during  which  time  the  steamer's  boats  avid 
tbe boats  of  the  ''Brilliant'*  were  transferring  stores,  &c.,  from  the  "Brilliant."    About 

3  o'clock  the  look-out  on  the  fore-top  gallant-yard  reported  a  vessel  in  sight.     About 

4  Captain  Semmes  came  on  deck,  and  informed  me  he  was  going  to  release  me,  providing 
I  would  take  his  prisoners  to  Liverpool,  which  I  agreed  to  do,  and  soon  after  they  began 
transferring  the  prisoners  to  my  ship.  I  observed  that  there  was  no  discipline  on  board 
the  steamer  excepting  when  Captain  Semmes  or  Lieutenant  Kell  was  on  deck.     About 

5  o'clock  my  papers  were  returned  to  me  with  the  following  endorsement  on  the  register : — 
**  The  ship  '  Emily  Farnum,'  of  New  York  was  captured  by  the  Confederate  States'  steamer 
'Alabama/  on  this  the  2nd  day  of  October,  1862,  and  released  because  of  a  certificate  of 
neutral  cargo  being  found  among  her  papers,  and  to  serve  the  purposes  of  a  cartel  ship. 

(Signed)  "R.  Semmes,  Commander ^  Confederate  States*  Navy.'* 

I  was  then  sent  on  board  my  ship  by  one  of  her  boats.  When  I  got  on  board  my 
ship  I  found  there  Mr.  Smith,  Captain  Semmes'  clerk,  vnth  parole  for  my  officers  and  crew 
to  sign,  which  they  all  did  but  one,  who  shipped  in  the  steamer.  All  my  crew  and  officers 
were  asked  to  ship,  and  told  they  would  have  41.  lOs.  a-month,  and  lots  of  prize  money. 
They  pressed  my  second  mate  very  much,  finding  out  that  he  had  been  in  the  United 
States'  navy.  Only  the  one  mentioned  volunteered.  After  they  had  signed  the  parole 
they  were  informed  that  if  any  of  them  were  caught  in  arms,  either  in  the  Yankee  army  or 
navy,  they  would  be  shot  or  hung.  I  was  told  that  two  of  the  **  Brilliant's"  crew  had 
shipped  in  like  manner.  They  then  left  us  with  seventy-eight  prisoners,  being  the  captains, 
officers^  and  crews  of  ship  *'  Brilliant,*'  of  New  York,  barque  "  Virginia,''  of  New  Bedford, 
barque  "  Enoch  Barnard,"  of  New  Bedford.  During  the  day  and  night  the  wind  was  very 
L'ght.  At  6  P.M.  the  "Brilliant  "  was  fired  by  people  from  the  steamer,  and  at  7  o'clock 
she  was  all  in  flames.  The  steamer  during  the  night  was  visible  a  little  to  windward.  It 
was  moonlight  so  that  we  saw  her  all  night,  and  dso  the  "Brilliant."  The  next  morning, 
firom  our  mizen  topsail-yard,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  burning  ship,  I  saw  the  steamer 
close  to  and  in  chase  of  another  ship,  probably  the  one  reported  by  the  look-out  the  day 
previous.  Had  very  light  winds  that  day,  but  saw  no  more  of  the  steamer,  but  at  night 
saw  the  fire  of  a  burning  vessel  in  the  direction  where  the  steamer  was  last  seen. 

While  on  board  the  steamer  I  noticed  that  her  screw  was  triced  up,  and  was  informed 
by  her  officers  that  they  merely  get  up  steam  for  condensing  water,  or  in  a  hard  chase. 
Willie  I  saw  her  she  never  had  steam  up.  The  officers  told  me  they  could  get  up  steam 
in  twenty  minutes,  and  that  she  could  steam  fifteen  knots  and  sail  under  canvas  only 
thirteen  knots. 

(Signed)  N.  P.  SIMES,  Master  of  ship  "  Emily  Famum.** 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  at  Liverpool,  this  22nd  day  of  October,  1862. 
(Signed)  Thomas  H.  Dudley,  Consul. 

No.  16. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  December  19,  1862.  ^ 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  in 
which,  under  instructions  from  your  Government,  ycu  submit,  for  the  consideration  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  papers  confirming  the  truth  of  the  allegations  which  you  made 
to  me  some  time  ago  as  to  the  intentions  with  which  the  vessel  formerly  known  as 
"No.  290,'^  but  now  called  the  "  Alabama,"  was  fitted  out  at  Liverpool ;  and  you  observe 
that  those  allegations  are  now  fully  proved  by  the  hostile  proceedings  of  that  vessel  since 
she  left  the  United  Kingdom. 

You  pass  in  review  the  history  of  the  "Alabama"  both  before  and  since  she  sailed 
from  Liverpool ;  and  you  state  that  the  facts  being  admitted,  they  present  to  the  consi- 
deration of  all  civilized  countries  a  series  of  novel  questions  of  the  gravest  character. 
You  say  that  it  is  obviously  impossible  to  reconcile  the  toleration  by  any  one  nation  of 
similar  undertakings  in  its  own  ports  to  the  injury  of  another  nation  with  which  it  is  at 
peace,  with  any  known  theory  of  moral  or  political  obligation ;  and  you  add,  with  some 
further  observations  in  the  same  sense,  that  the  reciprocation  of  such  practices  could  only 
in  the  end  lead  to  the  utter  subversion  of  all  security  to  private  property  upon  the 
ocean. 

You,  however,  say  that  it  is  by  no  means  your  desire  to  imply  an  intention  on  the 
part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  countenance  any  such  idea.     You  admit  that  you 
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are  aware  of  the  measures  adopted  at  a  very  early  date  with  reference  to  the  *'  Alabama,'' 
and  of  the  orders  subsequently  issued  to  detain  that  vessel  as  soon  as  l^al  opinions  yiftv^ 
obtained  ;  orders  which  it  was  not  possible  for  the  authorities  to  execute,  because  at  the 
very  moment  when  they  were  issued  the  "Alabama''  made  her  escape  from  JUveupool. 

You  finally  state  that  you  have  been  instructed  to  solicit  redress  for  the  national  and 
private  injuries  sustained  by  the  proceedings  of  this  vessel,  as  well  as  a  more  icflfectiye 
prevention  of  any  repetition  of  them  in  British  ports  hereafter. 

Before  I  proceed  to  examine  the  justice  of  these  demands,  it  will  be  convenient  that  i 
should  advert  to  the  circumstances  to  which  you  call  my  attention  as  having  oecturitd 
soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  French  .revolutionary  war.  You  observe  that  oa  that 
occasion  remonstrances  were  addressed  by  the  British  Government  to  that  of  the  United 
States  respecting  the  fitting  out  of  privateers  in  United  States'  ports  with  an  intent  to 
prey  upon  British  commerce ;  .and  that  the  demands  of  the  British  GovernHi^t  were 
admitted  by  the  United  States,  and  were  formally  ceccgnized  iai  the  Vllth  A.rticle  of  the 
Treaty  between  the  two  countries  of  the  19th  of  November,  1794. 

But  an  examination  of  the  actual  occurrences,  and  of  the  history  of  that  remarkaUe 
period,  presents  a  state  of  facts  materially  different  from  those  relatipg  to  the  "  Alabama/' 
Those  facts  may  be  shortly  stated  as  follows  : — 

The  revolutionary  Government  of  France  had  openly  avowed  its  detei'mination  to 
disregard  all  the  principles  pf  international  law  which  had  been  acknowledged  by  civilized 
States :  and  that  Government  proceeded  to  put  in  force  its  determination  by  claiming  to 
equip  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  by  actually  equipping,  privateers  in  the  neutral  ports  of  the 
United  States,  by  sending  those  privateei's  forth  from  those  ports  to  prey  upon  British 
commerce  by  bringing  prizes  into  the  neutral  ports,  and  by  then  going  through  some  scant 
forms  of  adjudication 

This  was  the  avowed  system  upon  which  the  Agents  of  belligerent  France  claimed  to 
act,  and  upon  which,  owing  to  the  temporary  superiority  of  her  naval  force,  they  did  for  a 
short  period  act  in  the  neutral  ports  and  waters  of  the  United  States,  notwithstanding  the 
rembnstmnces  of  the  United  States'  Government. 

It  was  these  several  facts,  namely,  the  open  and  deliberate  equipment  of  privateers  in 
American  porttj  by  the  French,  the  capture  by  those  privateers  of  British  vessels  in  United 
States'  waters,  and  the  bringing  them  as  prizes  into  United  States'  ports,  which  formed 
collectively  the  basis  of  the  demands  made  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries.  Those 
demands  had  rieference  not  to  the  accidental  evasion  of  a  municipal  law  of  the  United 
States  by  a  particular  ship,  but  to  a  systematic  disregard  of  international  law  upon  some 
of  the  most  important  points  of  neutral  obligation. 

This  is  apparent  frppi  the  whole  correspondence  of  the  British  Government  with  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  from  the  replies  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Hammond, 
the  British  Minister.  Consequently  neither  the  complaints  of  the  British  Government 
in  1793,  nor  the  Treaty  of  1794,  have  any  bearing  upon  the  question  now  under 
discussion. 

With  regard  to  the  claim  for  compensation  now  put  forward  by  the  United  States' 
Government,  it  is,  I  regret  to  say,  potorioMs  that  the  Queen's  Proclamation  of  the  13th 
of  May,  1861,  enjoining  neutrality  in  the  unfortunate  civil  contest  in  North  America,  has 
in  several  ipstances  been  pf^ctiqally  ^t  at  nought  by  parties  in  this  country.  On  the  one 
hand,  vast  supplies  of  arms  and  warlike  stores  have  been  purchased  in  this  country,  and 
have  oeen  shipped  ffom  British  port?  to  New  York,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States*  G<)vem- 
ment.  On  the  other  hand>  munitions  of  war  have  found  their  way  from  this  country  to 
ports  in  possession  of  the  Governipent  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States. 

These  evasions  of  the  nei\trality  prescribed  by  the  Queen's  Proclamation  have  caused 
Her  Majesty's  Government  much  concern,  but  it  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  what  has 
occurred. 

Such  shipmei^ts  as  I  have  spoken  of  may  be  effected  without  any  breach  of  municipal 
law,  and  commercial  enter[)rise  in  this  country,  as  elsewhere,  is  always  ready  to  embark  in 
speculations  offering  a  prospect  of  success,  or  in  which,  at  all  events,  the  promise  of  gain 
is  supposed  to  be  greater  than  the  risk  of  loss. 

British  subjects  who  have  engaged  in  such  enterprises  have  been  left  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  abide  by  the  penalty  attaching  to  their  disregard  of  the  Queen's  Procla- 
mation of  Neutrality,  that  penalty  being  by  international  law  the  condemnatioa  as  prize  of 
wa^  of  vessel  and  cargo,  if  captured  by  a  belligerent  cruizer,  and  duly  condenmed  in  a 
competent  Prize  Court. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  nevertheless  availed  themselves  of  every  fitting 
opportunity  to  discourage  these  enterprises,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  refer  you.  isx  illustra- 
tibfi  of  the  truth  ot  this,  to  the  answer  which  I  caused  to  be  returned  on  the  6th  of  July 
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to  a  memorial  from  British  mercbants  and  shipowners  at  Liverpool,  and  of  which  I 
fumkhed  you  confidentially  with  a  copy  in  my  note  of  the  4th  of  August. 

It  is  right,  however,  to  observe,  that  the  party  which  has  profited  by  far  the  most  by 
these  unjustifiable  practices  has  been  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  because  that 
Government  having  a  superiority  of*  force  by  sea,  and  having  blockaded  most  of  the  Confe- 
derate ports,  has  been  able,  on  the  one  hand,  safely  to  receive  all  the  wariike  supplies  which 
it  has  induced  British  manufacturers  and  merchants  to  send  to  United  States'  ports  in 
violation  of  the  Queen's  Proclamation,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  intercept  and  capture  a 
great  part  of  the  supplies  of  the  same  kind  Which  were  destined  from  this  country  to  the 
Confederate  States. 

If  it  be  sought  to  make  Her  Majesty's  Gdvernment  responsible  to  that  of  the  United 
States,  because  arms  and  munitions  of  war  have  left  this  country  on  account  of  the  Confe- 
derate Government,  that  Confederate  Government,  as  the  other  belligerent,  may  very  well 
maintain  that  it  has  a  just  cause  of  complaint  against  the  British  Government,  because  the 
United  States*  arsenals  had  been  replenished  from  British  sources. 

Nor  would  it  be  possible  to  deny  that,  in  defiance  of  the  Queen's  Proclamation,  many 
subjects  of  Her  Majesty,  owing  allegiance  to  her  Crown,  have  enlisted  in  the  armies  of  the 
United  States.    Of  this  fact  you  cannot  be  ignorant. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  therefore,  have  just  grounds  of  complaint  against  both 
of  the  belligerent  parties,  but  most  especially  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
for  having  systematically,  and  in  disregard  of  that  comity  of  nations  which  it  was  their 
duty  to  observe,  induced  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  to  violate  those  orders  which,  in  conformity 
with  her  neutral  position,  she  has  enjoined  all  her  subjects  to  obey. 

Great  Britain  cannot  be  held  responsible  to  either  party  for  these  irregular  proceed- 
ings of  British  subjects,  and  an  endeavour  to  make  her  so  would  be  about  as  reasonable 
as  if  Her  Majesty's  Government  were  to  demand  compensation  from  the  United  States  for 
the  injuries  done  to  the  property  of  British  subjects  by  the  **  Alabama,"  resting  their 
demand  on  the  ground  that  the  United  States  claim  authority  and  jurisdiction  over  the 
Confederate  States,  by  whom  that  vessel  was  commissioned. 

So  fer  as  related  to  the  export  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  by  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  firom  British  ports,  for  the  use  of  the  Confederates,  it  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  say 
that  the  municipal  law  of  this  country  does  not  empower  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
prohibit  or  interfere  with  such  export,  except  in  extraordinary  cases,  when  the  Executive 
is  armed  with  special  powers ;  and,  with  regard  to  the  Law  of  Nations,  it  is  clear  that  the 
permission  to  export  such  articles  is  not  contrary  to  that  law,  and  that  it  affords  no  just 
ground  of  complaint  to  a  belligerent.  The  authorities  for  this  latter  position  are  numerous  . 
and  unconflicting,  but  it  may  suffice  to  refer  to  passages  on  the  subject  in  the  works  of  two 
Atfierican  writers  of  high  and  admitted  authority      The  passages  are  as  follows :  — 

1.  **  It  is  not  the  practice  of  nations  to  undertake  to  prohibit  their  own  subjects,  by 
previous  laws,  from  trafficking  in  articles  contraband  of  war.  Such  trade  is  carried  on  at 
the  risk  of  those  engaged  in  it,  tinder  the  liabilities  and  penalties  prescribed  by  ihe  Law  of 
Nations  or  particular  Treaties."  (Wheaton's  **  International  Law,"  sixth  edition,  1855, 
page  571;  by  Lawrence.) 

2.  '*  It  is  a  general  tinderstanding  that  the  Powers  at  war  may  Seize  and  confiscate  all 
contraband  good^  without  any  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  neutral  merchant,  and  without 
any  imputation  of  a  breach  of  neutrality  in  the  neutral  Sovereign  himself.  It  was  con- 
tended on  the  part  of  the  French  nation  in  1796,  that  neutral  Governments  were  bound  to 
restrain  their  subjects  from  selling  or  exporting  articles  contraband  of  war  to  the  belli- 
gerent Powers.  Bat  it  was  successfully  shown,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  that 
neutrals  may  lawfully  sell,  at  home,  to  a  belligerent  purchaser,  or  carry,  themselves,  to  the 
belligerent  Powers,  contraband  articles,  subject  to  the  right  of  seizure  in  transitu.  This 
right  has  since  been  exphcitly  declared  by  the  judicial  authorities  of  this  country  (United 
States).  The  right  of  the  neutral  to  transport,  and  of  the  hostile  Power  to  seize,  are 
conflicting  rights,  and  neither  party  can  charge  the  other  with  a  criminal  act."  (Kent's 
'*  Commentaries,"  vol.  i,  p.  145,  eighth  edition,  1854). 

In  accordartce  with  these  principles,  the  President's  Message  of  31st  December,  1855, 
contaikw  the  Ibtlowing  pas^agie  >— 

**  In  pursuance  of  this  policy,  the  laws  of  the  United  States  do  not  forbid  their 
citizens  to  sell  to  either  of  the  belligerent  Powers  articles  contraband  of  war,  or  take 
munitione-e^  wBUh^e^  ooldioi'o  4M»beftpd  thw  private  ^hips  for  transportation,  and  although 
in  so  doing  the  individual  citizen  exposes  his  property  or  person  to  some  of  the  hazards 
of  war,  his  acts  do  not  involve  any  breach  of  national  neutrality,  nor  of  themselves  impli- 
cate til 3  Government/' 

As  regards  the  sailing  of  the  *^  Alabama  "  from  Liverpool,  I  caunot  do  better  than 
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refer  you  to  the  circumstances  respecting  that  vessel  with  which  I  have  already  had  the 
honour  to  make  you  acquainted.  In  my  letter  of  the  28th  of  July  I  informed  you  that  it 
was  requisite  to  consult  the  Law  OflScers  of  the  Crown  before  any  active  steps  could  be 
taken  in  regard  to  that  vessel.  In  my  letter  of  the  22nd  of  September  I  explained  that 
from  the  nature  of  the  case  some  time  was  necessarily  spent  in  procuring  tne  requisite 
evidence  ;  that  the  Report  of  the  Law  Officers  was  not  received  until  the  29th  of  July ; 
and  that  on  the  same  day  a  telegraphic  message  reached  Her  Majesty's  Government  stating 
that  the  vessel  had  that  morning  sailed.  Instructions  were  then  dispatched  to  detain  her 
should  she  put  in  either  at  Queenstown  or  Nassau,  to  one  or  other  of  which  ports  it  was 
expected  that  she  would  go,  but  the  ''Alabama"  did  not  call  at  either  of  those  places. 
On  the  4th  of  October,  I  stated  to  you  that  much  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  desired 
to  prevent  such  occurrences,  they  were  unable  to  go  beyond  the  law,  municipal  and  inter- 
national ;  and  on  the  1 6th  of  that  month  I  repUed  to  your  observations  with  reference  to 
the  infringement  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  by  remarking  that  it  was  true  that  the 
Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  or  any  other  Act  for  the  same  purpose,  might  be  evaded  by 
subtle  contrivances,  but  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  could  not  on  that  account  go 
beyond  the  letter  of  the  existing  law. 

However,  it  is  needless  that  I  should  pursue  this  branch  of  the  question  further,  since 
you  admit  that  you  are  aware  that  the  *'  Alabama  "  sailed  not  only  without  the  direct 
authority  or  indirect  permission  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  but  in  opposition  to  the 
municipal  law,  and  in  spite  of  earnest  endeavours  made  to  enforce  it. 

That  this  should  have  happened  is  a  circumstance  not  calculated  to  excite  much 
surprise  in  the  United  States,  for  two  reasons  :  first,  because  the  principal  municipal  law 
of  the  United  States  (passed  almost  at  the  same  time  as  that  of  this  country,  and,  it  is 
believed,  after  a  full  understanding  between  the  two  States)  is,  in  fact,  almost  identical 
with  that  of  Great  Britain  upon  this  subject ;  and,  secondly,  because  its  notorious 
evasion,  during  the  late  war  waged  by  Great  Britain  and  her  allies  against  Russia,  was  the 
subject  of  remonstrances  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Representative  at  Washington  to  the 
United  States'  Government. 

Great  Britain  was  then,  as  on  other  occasions,  assured  that  every  effort  which  the  law 
would  permit  had  been  made  to  prevent  such  practices ;  that  the  United  States'  Govern- 
ment  could  only  proceed  on  legal  evidence,  the  law  as  to  which  is  almost,  if  not  entirely, 
the  same  as  in  this  country ;  and  that  without  such  evidence  no  conviction  could  be 
procured. 

In  the  case  of  the  ''  Alabama,"  it  is  not  denied  that  strict  orders  were  given  for  her 
detention  as  soon  as  it  appeared  to  the  legal  Advisers  of  the  Crown  that  the  evidence 
might  be  sufficient  to  warrant  them  in  advising  such  a  course,  and  that  the  "  Alabama '' 
contrived  to  evade  the  execution  of  those  orders. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot,  therefore,  admit  that  they  are  under  any  obligation 
whatever  to  make  compensation  to  United  States'  citizens  on  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  that  vessel. 

As  regards  your  demand  for  a  more  effective  prevention,  for  the  future,  of  the  fitting 
out  of  such  vessels  in  British  ports,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  after  consultation  with  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  are  of  opinion  that 
certain  amendments  might  be  introduced  into  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  which,  if 
sanctioned  by  Parliament,  would  have  the  effect  of  giving  greater  power  to  the  Executive 
to  prevent  the  construction,  in  British  ports,  of  ships  destined  for  the  use  of  belligerents. 
But  Her  Majesty's  Government  consider  that,  before  submitting  any  proposals  of  that 
sort  to  Parliament,  it  would  be  desirable  that  they  should  previously  communicate  with 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  ascertain  whether  that  Government  is  willing  to 
make  similar  alterations  in  its  own  Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  and  that  the  amendments, 
like  the  original  statute,  should,  as  it  were,  proceed  pari  passu  in  both  countries. 

I  shall  accordingly  be  ready  to  confer  at  any  time  with  you,  and  to  listen  to  any 
suggestions  which  you  may  have  to  make  by  which  the  British  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  and 
the  corresponding  statute  of  the  United  States  may  be  made  more  efficient  for  their 
purpose. 

I  am,  &C. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 
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No.  17. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  December  31.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  December  30,  1862. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  Lordship's  note  of  the 
19th  instant,  in  reply  to  the  representation  I  had  been  instructed  to  submit  to  your 
consideration,  touching  the  ravages  committed  t)n  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  by 
a  vessel  of  war  built  and  fitted  out  in  a  port  of  this  kingdom,  and  for  the  most  part  manned 
by  Her  Majesty's  subjects.  So  far  as  that  note  responds  to  the  two  great  objects  of 
inquiry  which  I  had  been  directed  to  propose,  my  duty  has  been  performed  by  the  trans- 
mission, without  loss  of  time,  of  a  copy  of  it  for  the  consideration  of  my  Government. 
But  yt)ur  Lordship  has  done  me  the  honour  to  touch  upon  several  collateral  topics 
incidentally  connected  with  the  reasoning  contained  in  my  note,  in  a  manner  which  seems 
to  require  from  me  a  somewhat  extended  explanation. 

The  first  of  these  to  which  my  attention  has  been  particularly  directed  relates  to  the 

fact,  which  your  Lordship  appears  readily  to  admit,  that  Her  Majesty's  Proclamation  of 

the  13th  of  May,  1861,  enjoining  neutrality  in  the  unfortunate  civil  contest  in  North 

America,  has  been  practically  set  at  naught  in  this  kingdom.     Much  as  it  may  impair  the 

confidence  heretofore  so  generally  and  justly  entertained  in  the  ability  of  Her  Majesty's 

Government  to  enforce  her  authority  within  her  own  dominions,  I  am  not  aware  that  in 

the  representation  I  bad  the  honour  to  make  upon  this  particular  occasion,  any  reasoning 

of  mine  was  made  to  rest  upon  it.    The  question,  as  connected  with  the  case  of  *'  No.  290," 

was  presented  by  the  eminent  Counsel  on  whope  opinion  I  relied,  mainly  on  the  ground 

that  the  building  and  equipment  of  that  vessel  was  a  gross  violation  of  the  municipal  law 

of  this  kingdom.     It  waa  expressly  stated  by  Mr.  Collier  that  "  it  appeared  difficult  to 

make  out  a  stronger  case  of  infringement  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  which,  if  not 

enforced  on  this  occasion,  is  little  better  than  a  dead  better."     That  this  position  was  a 

correct  one  is  fully  confirmed  by  the  report  subsequently  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Law 

Officers^  and  by  the  later  efforts  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  act  under  the  law.     It  is 

not,  then,  the  nullity  of  Her  Majesty's  Proclamation  that  is  now  in  question.     It  is 

rather  the  admitted  fact  of  a  violation  of  a  statute  of  this  kingdom  intended  to  prevent 

ill-disposed  persons  from  involving  it  in  difficulty  by  committing  wanton  and  injurious 

assaults  upon  foreign  nations  with  which  it  is  at  peace,  of  which  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 

are  invited  by  a  party  injured  to  take  cognizance^  of  which  they  do  take  cognizance  so  far 

as  to   prepare  measures  of  prevention,  but  which,  by  reason  of  circumstances  wholly 

within  their  own  control,  they  do  not  prevent  in  season  to  save  the  justly  complaining 

party  from  serious  injury.     On  the  substantial  points  of  the  case  little  room  seems  left 

open  for  discussion.     The  omission  to  act  in  season  is  not  denied :  the  injury  committed 

on  an  innocent  party  is  beyond  dispute.     If  in  these  particulars  I  shall  be  found  to  be 

correct,  then  I  respectfully  submit  it  to  your  Lordship  whether  it  does  not  legitimately 

follow  that  such  a  party  has  a  right  to  complain  and  to  ask  redress.     And  in  this  sense  it 

matters  little  how  that  omission  may  have  occurred,  whether  by  intentional  neglect  or  by 

accidental  delays  having  no  reference  to  the  merits  of  the  question ;  the  injury  done  to  the 

innucent  party  giving  a  timely  notice  remains  the  same,  and  those  who  permitted  it  remain 

equally  responsible. 

It  is  in  this  view  that  the  precedent  which  I  had  the  honour  to  cite  from  the  earlier 
history  of  the  United  States  appeared  to  me  to  have  much  more  pertinence  than  your 
Lordship  is  inclined  to  attach  to  it.  I  still  think  that  it  has  not  attracted  so  much  of  your 
attention  as  it  deserves.  Your  Lordship  will  pardon  me  for  suggesting  that  it  was  not 
because  "  the  Revolutionary  Government  of  France  openly  avowed  its  determination  to 
disregard  all  the  principles  of  international  law  which  had  been  acknowledged  by  civilized 
States,"  or  because  of  *'a  supposed  temporary  superiority  of  her  naval  force/'  it  did 
•*  actually  equip  privateers  in  the  neutral  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  send  them  forth 
to  prey  upon  British  commerce,"  &c.,  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  were 
induced  to  listen  to  the  demands  of  the  British  Government  for  redress-  The  claim  that 
was  actually  made  by  France  rested  upon  its  interpretation  of  two  Articles  of  a  solemn 
Treaty,  offensive  and  defensive,  between  France  and  the  United  States,  which  not  without 
show  of  reason  claimed  for  the  former  the  right  to  fit  out  cruizers  against  its  enemies  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States.  Although  very  properly  denying  this  to  be  the  correct 
version,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  felt  unwilling  to  act  on  a  policy  of  repression 
until  due  notice  given  of  its  determination  to  abide  by  an  opposite  construction.  In  the 
interval,  certain  captures  of  British  vessels  took  place,  which  the  Government,  because  of 
its  failure,  for  the  reasons  assigned,  to  prevent  them,  considered  itself  bound  to  make 
good.     Here  are  the  very  words  of  Mr.  Jefferson  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond :— ^ 
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^^  Having  for  particular  reasons  forborne  to  use  all  the  means  in  our  power  for  the 
restitution  of  the  three  vessels  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  August  7th,  the  President 
thought  it  incumbent  on  the  United  States  to  make  compensation  for  them ;  and  though 
nothing  was  said  in  that  letter  of  other  vessels  taken  under  Uke  circumstances  and  brought 
in  after  the  5th  of  June,  ancl  before  the  date  of  that  letter,  yet  where  the  same  forbew?- 
ance  had  taken  place,  it  was  and  is  his  opinion  that  compensation  would  be  edually 
due/'  . 

Froni  these  words  the  deduction  appears  to  be  inevitable  that  the  priaciple  of 
compensation  in  the  case  derived  its  only  force  from  the  omission  by  the  United  States 
to  prevent  a  wrong  done  to  the  commerce  of  a  nation  with  which;  they  were  at  peace.  Sd 
likewise  may  it  be  reasonably  urged  in  the  present  case,  that  the.  omission  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  upon  full  and  seasonable  notice  to  carry  into  efFeqt  the  provisions  of  its  own 
law  designed  to  prevent  its  subjects  from  inflicting  injuries  upon  the  commerce  of  nations 
with  which  it  is  at  peace  renders  it  justly  liable  to  make  compensation  to  them  for  the 
damages  which  may  ensue. 

That  the  British  Govertiment  of  that  day  did  consider  itself  equitably  entitled  to 
full  indemnity,  not  simply  for  the  hostile  acts  of  Frenchmen  in  American  ports,  but  for 
the  loss  and  damage  suffered  on  the  high  seas  by  reason  of  assistance  rendered  toithedi 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  will  clearly  appear  by  reference  to  the  fourth  Axtide  of  i 
project  of  a  Treaty  proposed  by  Lord  GrenviUe  to  Mr.  Jay,  on  the  30th  of  August^  1794. 
The  words  are  these : — 

'^  And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  if  it  shall  appear  that  in  the  course  of  the  war  loss 
and  damage  has  been  sustained  by  His  Majesty's  subjects,  by  reason  of  the  capture  of 
their  vessels  and  merchandize,  such  capture  having  been  made  either  within  the  limi^  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  States,  or  by  vessels  armed  in  the  ports  of  the  said  States^  or 
by  vessels  commanded  or  owned  by  the  citizens  of  the  said  States,  the  United  States 
will  make  full  satisfaction  for  such  loss  or  damage,  the  same  being  to  be  ascertained  ;hy 
Commissioners  in  the  manner  already  mentioned  in  this  Article/' 

If  by  the  preceding  representation  I  have  succeeded  in  making  myself  clearly  under- 
stood  by  your  Lordship,  then  will  it,  I  flatter  myself,  be  made  to  appear  that  in  both 
these  cases,  that  in  1794  as  well  as  that  in  1862,  the  claim  made  restson  oneand  the 
same  basis,  to  wit,  the  reparation  by  a  neutral  nation  of  a  wrong  done  to  another  nation 
with  which  it  is  at  peace,  by  reason  of  a  neglect  to  repress  the  cause  of  it,  originiating 
among  its  own  citizens  in  its  own  ports, 

The  high  character  of  Lord  GrenviUe  is  a  suflSciei^t  guarantee  to  all  posterity  that 
he  never  could  have  presented  a  proposition  like  that  already  quoted,  except  under  a 
full  conviction  that  it  was  founded  on  the  best  recognized  principles  *  of  international 
law.  Indeed,  it  is  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  preamble  that  even  the  later  Statute  Law 
of  both  nations  on  this  subject  is  but  an  attepipt  to  give  extraordinary  eflicacy  to  tho 
performance  of  mutual  obligations  between  States,  which  rest  on  a  higher  and  more 
durable  basis  of  justice  and  of  right.  It  was  on  this  ground,  and  on  this  alone,  that 
Lord  GrenviUe  obtained  the  concessions  then  made  of  compensation  for  damage  done  to^ 
her  commei  ce  on  the  high  seas  by  belligerent  cruizers  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  I  shall  never  permit  myself  to  believe  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  be  the 
more  disposed  to  question  the  validity  of  the  principle  thus  formally  laid  down  merely  from 
the  fact  that  in  some  cases  it  may  happen  to  operate  against  itself. 

This  consideration  naturally  brings  me  back  to  the  examination  of  that  portion  of 
your  Lordship's  note  which  relates  to  the  alleged  viplatipps  in  Great  Britain   of  Her. 
Majesty's  Proclamation  by  the  respective  parties  engaged  in  this  war.     Although  thiif 
subject  be  not  absolutely  connected  with  that  on  which  I  made  my  representation,  I 
cheerfully  seize  the  opportunity  thus  furnished  me  to  attempt  in  some  degree  to  rectify  r 
your  Lordship's  impressions  of  the  action  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  wcb^: 
on  that  question* 

Your  Lordship  (Joes  me  the  honour  to  obsei've  that  1  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  feet,  * 
which  it  is  impossible  to  deny,  *'  that  in  defiance  of  the  Queen's  Proclamation  many  ' 
subjects  of  Her  Majesty,  owing  allegiance  to  her  Crown,  have  enlisted  in  the  armies  oif^ 
the  United  States."    *'  Her  Majesty's  Government,  therefore,  have  just  ground  for  complaint 
against  both  the  belligerent  parties,  but  most  especially  against  the^  Grovemment  of  the . 
United  States,  for  having  systematically,  and  in  disregard  of  that  comity  of  nations  which 
it  was  their  duty  to  observe,  induced  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  to  violate  those  orders 
which,  in  conformity  with  her  neutral  position,  she  has  enjoined  all  her  subjects  to- obey/- ' 

As  these  words,  taken  in  their  connection,  might  seem  to  imply  a  serious  charge 
against  myself,  as  well  as  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  I  must  pray  your  Lord- 
ship's  pardon  if  I  desire  to  know  whether  there  be  any  particul^trs  in  my  own  conduct  in  . 
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which  your  Lordship  has  found  the  evidence  for  such  a  statement.  So  far  as  I  have  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  course  of  my  own  Government,  or  I  remember  my  own,  I  must 
most  respectfully  take  issue  with  your  Lordship  upon  it,  and  challenge  you  to  the  proof. 
That  very  many  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  have  voluntarily  applied  to  me  for  engage- 
ments in  the  service  of  the  United  States  is  most  true.  That  1  ever  induced  one  of  them 
to  violate  Her  Majesty's  orders,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  is  not  true.  That  numbers 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  have  voluntarily  crossed  the  ocean  and  taken  service  under  the 
flag  of  the  United  States  I  have  reason  to  believe.  That  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  systematically,  and  in  disregard  of  the  comity  of  nations,  induced  them  to  come  over  to 
enlist,  I  have  not  yet  seen  a  particle  of  evidence  to  show,  and  I  must  add,  praying  your  Lord- 
ship's pardon,  I  am  authorised  explicitly  to  deny.  In  response  to  a  remonstrance  made  to 
me  by  your  Lordship,  it  is  but  a  few  days  wsince,  I  took  occasion,  so  far  as  my  action  was 
concerned,  or  the  action  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  in  this  kingdom,  to 
place  the  country  right  before  you  on  that  score.  After  the  very  explicit  retractation  made 
in  your  Lordship's  reply  to  me,  dated  on  the  16th  instant,  it  is  not  without  great  surprise 
that  I  now  perceive  what  I  cannot  but  regard  as  a  renewal  of  the  imputation. 

Your  Lordship  is  pleased  carefully  to  join  the  two  parties  to  this  war  as  if  in  your 
estimation  equally  implicated  in  the  irregular  proceedings  conducted  within  this  kingdom, 
and  equally  implicating  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  in  the  violation  of*Her  Majesty's 
Proclamation.  Hence  it  is  argued  that  the  omission  to  hold  any  one  to  his  responsibility 
affords  no  more  just  ground  of  complaint  to  one  party  than  to  the  other.  I  cannot  but 
think  that  your  I^ordship  has  overlooked  a  just  distinction  to  be  observed  in  these  cases, 
and  in  order  to  show  it  the  more  clearly  I  shall  be  compelled  to  ask  your  Lordship  to  follow 
me  in  a  brief  investigation  of  the  facts. 

The  only  allegation  which  I  find  in  your  Lordship's  note  in  connection  with  the 
United  States  is  this,  that  "  vast  supplies  of  arms  and  warlike  stores  have  been  purchased 
in  this  country,  and  have  been  shipped  from  British  ports  to  New  York  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States'  Government." 

Admitting  this  statement  to  be  true  to  its  full  extent,  conceding  even  the  propriety  of 
the  application  of  the  term  *'  vast "  to  any  purchases  that  have  been  made  for  the  United 
States,  the  whole  •  of  it  amounts  to  this,  and  no  more,  that  arms  and  warlike  stores  have 
been  purchased  of  British  subjects  by  the  agents  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
It  nowhere  appears  that  the  action  of  the  British  went  further  than  simply  to  sell  their 
goods  for  cash.  There  has  been  no  attempt  whatever  to  embark  in  a  single  undertaking 
for  the  assistance  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  they  are  carrying  on  ;  no  ships  of  any 
kind  have  been  constructed  or  equipped  by  Her  Majesty's  subjects  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  their  cause,  either  by  lawful  or  unlawful  means,  nor  a  shilling  of  money,  so  far 
as  I  know,  expended  with  the  intent  to  turn  the  scale  in  their  favour.  Whatever  transac- 
tions may  have  taken  place  have  been  carried  on  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  bargain  and  sale, 
without  regard  to  any  other  consideration  than  the  mere  profits  of  trade. 

If  such  be,  then,  the  extent  of  the  agency  of  the  United  States  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  during  the  present  war,  and  no  more,  it  appears  clear  from  the  positions  assumed 
by  your  Lordship,  in  the  verj^  note  to  which  I  have  the  honour  to  reply,  that  thus  far  they 
have  given  no  reasonable  ground  for  complaint  at  all.  The  citations  to  which  your  Lordship 
has  done  me  the  favour  to  call  my  attention,  as  drawn  from  American  authors  of  admitted 
eminence,  all  contribute  to  establish  the  fact  that  the  mere  purchase,  or  export  by  a  beUi- 
gerent  from  a  neutral,  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  does  not  involve  any  censure  on  either 
party.  I  do  not  at  the  present  moment  entertain  a  design  to  question  tlje  correctness  of 
that  doctrine.  As  a  necessary  consequence,  I  can  scarcely  perceive  the  fitness  of  asso- 
ciating such  actions  as  I  have  shown  that  of  the  United  States  to  be,  in  the  same  category 
with  that  of  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  heretofore  instructed  me  to 
complain. 

And  here,  I  beg  to  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not  the  mere 
purchase  or  exportation  of  arms  and  warlike  stores  by  the  agents  of  the  insurgents  in 
America  of  which  I  have  ever  complained.  There  is  another,  and  a  very  important 
element  in  the  case,  to  which  your  Lordship  does  not  appear  to  have  given  the  considera- 
tion which,  so  far  as  one  may  be  permitted  to  judge  from  the  concurring  testimony  of  all 
writers  on  international  law,  it  certainly  deserves.  The  United  States  have  made  an  actual 
blockade  of  all  the  ports  occupied  by  the  insur,^ients — a  blockade  the  validity  of  which 
Great  Britain  does  not  dispute.  They  are,  therefore,  entitled  to  consider  every  neutral 
who  shall  attempt  to  enter  one  of  them,  or  carry  anything  to  the  besieged,  as  violating  his 
neutrality  and  converting  himself  into  an  enemy.  Hence,  it  happens  that  every  British 
subject  engaged  in  the  work  of  aiding  the  insurgents,  by  introducing  contraband  of  war  into 
blockaded  ports,  not  only  violates  his  duty  to  his  Sovereign,  but  commits  an  exceedingly 
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aggravated  and  injurious  offence  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.     To  associate 
such  proceedings  with  the  mere  purchase  and  export  of  arms  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  as  of  equal  significance,  would  seem  to  be  most  inequitable.     It  is  a  fact,  that  few 
persons  in  England  will  now  bo  bold  enough  to  deny,  first,  that  vessels  have  been  built  in 
British  ports,  as  well  as  manned  by  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  with  the  design  and  intent  to 
carry  on  war  against  the  United  States ;  secondly,  that  other  vessels  owned  by  British 
subjects  have  been  and  are  yet  in  the  constant  practice  of  departing  from  British  ports, 
laden  with  contraband  of  war,  and  many  other  commodities,  with  the  intent  to  break  the 
blockade  and  to  procrastinate  the  war ;  thirdly,  that  such  vessels  have  been  and  are  insured 
by  British  merchants  in  the  commercial  towns  of  this  kingdom  with  the  understanding 
that  they  are  despatched  for  that  illegal  purpose.     It  is  believed  to  be  beyond  denial 
that  British  subjects  have  been  and  continue  to  be  enlisted  in  this  kingdom  in  the  service 
of  the  insurgents  with  the  intent  to  make  war  on  the  United  States,  or  to  break  the 
blockade  legitimately  established,  and  to  a  proportionate  extent  to  annul  its  purpose.    It 
is  believed  that  persons  high  in  social  position  and  in  fortune  contribute  their  aid  directly 
and  indirectly  in  building  and  equipping  ships  of  war,  as  well  as  other  vessels,  and  furnishing 
money,  as  well  as  goods,  with  the  hope  of  sustaining  the  insurgents  in  their  resistance  to 
the  Government.     To  that  end  the  port  of  Nassau,  a  colonial  dependency  of  Great  Britain, 
has  been  made  and  still  continues  to  J)e  the  great  entrep6t  for  the  storing  of  supplies, 
which  are  conveyed  from  thence  with  the  greater  facility  in  evading  the  blockade.     In  short, 
so  far  as  the  acts  of  these  numerous  and  influential  parties  can  involve  them,  the  British 
people  may  be  considered  as  actually  carrying  on  war  against  the  United  States.     Already, 
British    property   valued   at    8,000,000/.    sterUng  is   reported  to   have   been   captured 
by  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  for  attempts  to  violate  the  blockade,  and  property  of 
far  greater  value  has  either  been  successfully  introduced,  or  is  now  stored  at  Nassau 
awaiting  favourable  opportunities. 

If  it  be  necessary  to  furnish  to  your  Lordship  a  clearer  idea  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  this  warfare,  it  may  perhaps  be  obtained  by  reference  to  the  two  papers 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  append  to  the  present  note.  The  one  contains  a  list  of 
screw-steamers  and  sailing-vessels  which  have  been,  or  still  are,  engaged  in  this  illegal 
comraeice,  furnished  to  me  from  observation  by  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liver- 
pool. The  other  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Consul  in  London,  giving  a  further  list  of 
vessels,  together  with  some  particulars  as  to  the  mode  by  which,  and  the  persons  by  whom, 
this  hostile  system  is  carried  on.  Neither  of  these  lists  can  be  regarded  as  complete,  but 
the  two  are  sufficiently  so  for  the  present  purpose,  which  is  to  place  beyond  contradiction 
the  fact  of  the  extensive  and  systematic  prosecution  by  British  subjects  of  a  policy 
towards  the  United  States  which  is  uniformly  characterized  by  writers  on  international 
law  a  5  that  of  an  enemy. 

I  am  not  unaware  of  the  regret  expressed  in  your  Lordship's  note  at  the  existence  of 
this  state  of  things,  as  well  as  of  the  readiness  with  which  you  have  acquiesced  in  the 
possible  application  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States  of  the  penalty  held  over  the  heads 
of  the  offenders  in  Her  Majesty's  Proclamation.  But  my  present  object  in  referring  so 
much  at  large  to  these  offences  is  to  show  the  great  injustice  of  your  Lordship  in 
proceeding  to  comment  upon  the  action  of  the  respective  belligerents  as  if  there  was  a 
semblance  of  similarity  between  them.  So  far  as  the  United  States  are  shown  to  be 
involved  in  censure,  it  is  simply  by  the  purchase  and  export  of  arms  and  munitions  of 
war  from  a  neutral ;  an  act  which  your  Lordship  expressly  points  out  eminent  authority 
to  my  attention  to  prove  implies  no  censurable  act  on  either  party.  Whilst,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  American  insurgents  who  find  British  allies  to  build  in  this  kingdom,  and  to 
equip  and  send  forth  war-ships  to  depredate  on  the  commerce  of  a  friendly  nation,  and  it 
is  British  subjects  who  load  multitudes  of  British  vessels  with  contraband  of  war  as  well 
as  all  other  supplies,  with  the  intent  and  aim  to  render  null  and  void,  so  far  as  they  can, 
a  blockade  legitimately  made  by  a  friendly  nation,  as  well  as  to  procrastinate  and  make 
successful  a  resistance  in  a  war  in  which  that  nation  is  actually  engaged.  Surely  this  is  a 
'  difference  not  unworthy  of  your  Lordship's  deliberate  observation. 

But  your  Lordship,*  in  accounting  for  the  admitted  failure  to  enforce  the  enlistment 
law  in  Great  Britain,  has  done  me  the  honour  to  remind  me  that  not  long  since  Her 
Majesty's  Government  was  itself  so  far  made  sensible  of  injuries  of  the  same  kind  with 
those  of  which  I  now  complain,  either  inflicted  or  threatened  against  Great  Britain  in  the 
ports  of  the 'United  States,  as  to  have  made  them  the  subject  of  remonstrance;  through 
Her  Majesty's  Representative  at  Washington.  With  so  fresh  a  sense  of  these  evils  before 
your  Lordship,  there  will  be  no  further  cause  of  surprise  at  the  earnestness  with  which 
*  have  followed  the  precedent  then  set.  You  do  me  the  honour  to  recall  the  fact  that  the 
Enlistment  Law  of  the  United  States,  which  preceded  in  its  date  of  enactment  that  6t 
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Great  Britain^  is  almost  identical  with  it.  And  you  further  state  that  *'  the  notorious 
evasion  of  its  provisions  during  the  late  war  waged  by  Great  Britain  and  her  allies  against 
Russia,"  was  the  cause  of  the  remonstrances  to  which  I  have  already  alluded.  Your 
Lordship  further  remarks  that  '*  Great  Britain  was  then,  as  on  other  occasions,  assured 
that  every  effort  which  the  law  would  permit  had  been  made  to  prevent  such  practices  ; 
that  the  United  States'  Government  could  only  proceed  upon  legal  evidence,  the  law  as  to 
which  is  almost,  if  not  entirely  the  same  as  in  this  country,  and  that  without  such  evidence 
no  conviction  could  be  procured." 

In  an  earlier  portion  of  your  Lordship's  note  you  did  me  the  favour  to  cite,  as  good 
authority,  to  me  an  extract  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the 
31st  December,  1855,  which  went  to  show  the  extent  to  which  assistance  not  only  had 
been,  but  might  be,  rendered  without  censure  by  neutrals  to  belligerents.  Perhaps  your 
Lordship  will  not  deny  equal  weight  to  the  very  next  passage  in  that  Message,  even  though 
it  should  somewhat  conflict  with  your  own  allegation : — 

"  Whatever  concern  may  have  been  felt  by  either  of  the  belligerent  Powers  lest 
private  armed  cruizers  or  other  vessels  in  the  service  of  one  might  be  fitted  out  in  the 
ports  of  this  country  to  depredate  on  the  property  of  the  other,  all  such  fears  have  proved 
to  be  utterly  groundless.  Our  citizens  have  been  withheld  from  any  such  act  or  purpose 
by  good  faith  and  by  respect  for  the  law." 

I  forbear  from  quoting  the  text  any  further,  because  it  may  revive  unpleasant  recol- 
lections in  your  Lordship*s  as  it  does  in  my  mind.  I  will  content  myself  solely  with  the 
remark  that  the  very  last  thing  which  your  Lordship  would  be  likely  to  object  to  in  the 
facts  there  stated  would  be  the  want  of  ability  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
proceed  with  energy  and  efiect  in  the  repression  of  acts  in  violation  of  their  Enlistment 
Act. 

But  if  evidence  of  another  kind  as  to  its  energy  under  that  law  be  needed,  I  have  only 
to  remind  your  Lordship  once  more  of  the  fact  that  on  the  11th  of  October,  1855,  Her 
Majesty's  Representative  at  Washington,  Mr.  Crampton,  addressed  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  a  note  with  the  evidence  to  show  that  a  vessel  called  the  **  Maury  "  was 
then  fitting  out  at  the  port  of  New  York  armed  to  depredate  on  British  vessels.  On  the 
12th  the  Attorney-General  sent  by  telegraph  to  the  proper  officer  at  New  York  to  consult 
with  the  British  Consul,  and  to  prosecute  if  cause  appear.  On  the  13th  the  Collector 
stopped  the  vessel  then  about  to  sail.  On  the  16th  the  District  Attorney  had  prepared 
and  filed  a  Ubel  of  the  vesseU  and  in  the  meantime  ordered  a  thorough  examination  of  her 
cargo.  On  the  19th  the  Marshal  had  made  a  full  report  of  his  examination.  On  the 
same  day  the  complainant  on  whose  evidence  the  Minister  and  Consul  had  acted,  confessed 
himself  satisfied,  and  requested  the  libel  to  be  hfted.  On  the  23rd  Mr.  Barclay,  Her 
Majesty's  Consul  at  New  York,,  published  a  note  withdrawing  every  imputation  made 
against  the  vessel.  Thus  it  appears  that  in  the  brief  space  of  four  days  the  Government 
action  under  the  Enlistment  Law  had  been  sufficiently  energetic  completely  to  satisfy  the 
requisition  of  Her  Majesty's  Representative.  If  any  similar  action  have  been  had  since 
the  first  day  that  I  had  the  honour  to  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  outfits  of  the  same 
nature  made  in  Great  Britain,  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  not  enjoyed  a  corresponding 
opportunity  to  express  my  satisfaction  with  the  result. 

The  owners  of  the  "  Maury  "  were  never  compensated  for  the  trouble  and  expense  to 
which  they  were  put  by  this  process. 

But  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York  adopted  a  series  of  Retolutions,  two  of 
which  may  serve  as  a  suflBcient  comment  on  the  remark  which  your  Lordship  has  been 
pleased  to  let  fall  touching  the  **  notorious  evasion  "of  the  EnUstment  Law  in  America  at 
the  time  alluded  to  I-** 

'*  Resolved,  that  no  proper  amends  or  apology  have  been  made  to  A.  A.  Low  and 
Brothers  for  the  charge  brought  against  them,  which^  if  true,  would  have  rendered  them 
infamous;  nor  to  the  merchants  of  this  city  and  country,  so  falsely  and  injuriously 
assailed. 

'*  Resolved,  that  the  merchants  of  New  York,  as  part  of  the  body  of  merchants  of  the 
United  States,  will  uphold  the  Government  in  the  fuU  maintenance  of  the  Neutrality  Laws 
of  the  country ;  and  we  acknowledge  and  adopt,  and  always  have  regarded  the  acts  of  the 
United  States  for  preserving  its  neutrality,  as  binding  in  honour  and  conscience,  as  well  as 
in  law  ;  and  that  wc  denounce  those  who  violate  them  as  disturbers  of  the  peace  of  the 
world,  to  be  held  in  universal  abhorrence.'*  . 

I  pray  your  Lordship  to  give  one  moment's  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
conduct  imputed  to  Messrs.  Low  is  stigmatised.  I  am  sorry  to  confess  that  I  have  not  st^en 
the  like  indignation  shown  in  this  kingdom  against  pimil^r  charges  made  against  distinguished 
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parties  in  Liverpool,  nor  yet  can  I  perceive  it  so  forcibly  expressed  as  I  had  hoped  even  in 
the  tone  of  your  Lordship's  note. 

I  beg  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  it  gives  me  no  pleasure  to  revive  the  recollections  of 
the  events  of  that  period.  But  inasmuch  as  they  have  been  voluntarily  introduced  in  the 
note  which  I  had  the  honour  to  receive,  and  they  seemed  to  me  necessarily  to  imply  an 
unmerited  charge  against  the  policy  of  the  United  States,  I  felt  myself  imperatively  called 
upon  to  s!iow  that  at  least  in  one  instance  in  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  made  a 
complaint  there  was  no  failure  either  in  the  manner  of  construing  the  powers  vested  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  their  promptness  of  action  under  the  Enlistment 
Law. 

I  pray,  &c 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  17. 

List  of  vessels,  from  the  United  States'  Consul  at  Liverpool,  which  have  either  sailed 
from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  since  the  1st  of  August  last,  or  are  now  in  course  of 
preparation  to  sail,  with  contraband  of  war,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  the  blockade 
of  the  rebel  ports. 

Steamers. — *'  Bahama,"  from  Liverpool,  on  the  13th  of  August,  with  men  and 
cannon,  "  Bonita"  (late  the  "Economist"),  "Gypsy  Queen,"  "  lona,"  "  Cornubia," 
"Pearl,"  "Eagle,"  "Kelpie,"  "Ruby,"  "Giraffe,"  "Florida,"  "  Antona,  "Juno," 
"Calypso,"  "Thistle,"  "  Havelock,"  "  Northumbria,''  "  Nicolai  I,"  "Douglas," 
"  Britannia."  "  Julia  Usher*'  (late  "  Annie  Childs"), ''  Stanley,"  "  Royal  Bride,"  "  Albion,*' 
"Douro,"  "Denbigh,"  "Beacon,"  "Pet,"  *' Georgiana,"  "Neptune,"  "  Prince  Albert," 
"Sheldrake,"  "Leipsic/' 

Sailing  Vessels. — "  Ellen,"  "  Agrippina"  (sailed  from  Cardiff  10th  October  with  shot, 
shell,  and  coal :  this  is  the  vessel  that  carried  arms  and  coals  from  London  to  "  No.  290"  at 
Terceira ;  see  depositions  of  Redden  and  King),  "  Severn,"  "  Queen  of  the  Usk," 
"  Digby,''  "  Clarence,"  "  Mary  Francis,"  "  Chatham,"  "  Peep  o'  Day,"  "  Speculator," 
"  Monmouth,"  "  Intrinsic." 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  17. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Sir,  United  States'  Consulate,  London^  December  24,  1862. 

IN  compliance  with  your  request  I  herewith  forward  a  Ust  comprising,  most  of  such 
steamers  and  sailing  vessels  as  are  known  to  me  to  have  left  the  port  of  London  laden  with 
supplies  for  the  Insurgents  now  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States. 

I  do  not  pretend  that  all  the  vessels  which  have  left  this  port  in  the  Confederate 
service  are  known  to  me.  but  believe  the  following  Hst  of  vessels  can  be  relied  on  as  being 
a  part  of  those  which  have  left  with  supplies,  principally  contraband  of  war,  with  the 
intention  of  either  running  the  blockade  directly,  or  of  going  to  a  neighbouring  Atlantic  or 
Gulf  port,  and  there  discharging  their  cargoes  into  another  class  of  vessels,  the  more  easily 
to  get  such  cargoes  to  their  places  of  destination. 
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Vessels  known  to  have  left  London. 


Name.        ^ 

Tonnage.* 

Time  of 
Departure. 

Laden  by. 

1861 

Gladiator,  screw-steamer  . 

481 

1862 

Economist,  ditto 

338 

Jan.        9 

Southwick,  ditto 

467 

24 

Minna,  ditto     . . 

6:5 

Feb.      28 

Phoebe,  ditto    .. 

416 

April    23 

Lloyd's,  ditto  . . 

743 

„       23 

W.  S.  Lindsay  and  Co.      . 

Merrimac,  side-wheel 

537 

„       12 

Pacific,  ditto    . . 

932 

Feb.     22 

Melita,  ditto     . . 

853 

April    29 

Ann,  ditto 

200 

„       29 

Harriet,  screw-steamer 

571 

July      29 

Justitia,  ditto  . . 

616 

Oct.      20 
1861 

Reschid,  ditto  . . 

, , 

December 

Ditto. 

Af  ies,  sailing  . . 

217 

-^ 

Flora,  screw-steamer 

, 

December 

Ditto. 

Princess  Royal,  ditto 

, , 

j» 

Ditto. 

Memphis,  ditto 

— 

Minho.  ditto     . . 

— 

-. 

Wave  Queen,  ditto 

~. 

— 

Peterhoff,  ditto  . 

, . 

, , 

Now  loading  for  Matamoros. 

Melita,  ditto    . . 

853 

.  • 

Now  loading  for  Havana. 

Sprinsrbok,  sailing 

— 

— 

*  The  tonnage  given  is  the  net  tonnage  or  carrying  space  of  the  vessel;  the  space  taken  up  by  the  machinery, 
&C.,  being  deducted. 

The  screw-stearaer  **  Fingar*  left  Greenock  in  the  summer  of  1861.  Her  cargo  was 
sent  there  to  her  by  steamer  **  Colletis*'  from  Loudon. 

Vessels  which  have  left  ports  on  the  east  coast  of  England,  and  which  may  not  have 
been  reported  by  any  other  Consul : — Steam-ships  *'  Circassian,"  "  Modern  Greece/' 
"  Stettin,"  *'  Bahama,"  and  **  Bermuda/'  from  Hartlepool ;  "  Hero,"  '*  Patras,"  "  Labuan/' 
"Sidney,"  Hull,  and  **  Tubal  Cain/'  all  screw-steamers,  and  brig  "  Stephen  Hart." 

During  the  last  six  or  eight  weeks  there  have  been  great  exertions  made  in  this 
country  to  procure  good,  fast  steamers,  and  to  forward  them,  laden  with  suppUes,  for  the 
insurgents  to  the  ports  of  the  Rebel  States,  or  to  ports  adjacent  to  the  coast  of  those 
States.  Many  of  the  boats  in  this  service  have  been  purchased  on  the  River  Clyde. 
Three  new  ones  destined  for  the  same  service  have  recently  been  launched  there,  and  have 
not  yet  gone  to  sea.  They  have  been  named  "  Emma/'  "  Gertrude,'*  and  "  Louisiana," 
and  several  more  are  building  there. 

The  ownership  of  these  steamers,  the  cargoes  they  carry  out,  and  the  manner  of 
conducting  the  trade,  is  a  question  of  much  interest  to  Americans.  During  the  early  stages 
of  the  war  the  trade  was  carried  on  principally  by  agents  sent  over  from  the  Confederate 
States,  aided  by  a  few  mercantile  houses,  and  active  sympathisers  in  this  country.  These 
agents,  with  their  friends  here,  purchased  the  supplies,  and  procured  steamers,  mostly  by 
charter,  and  forwarded  the  goods. 

But  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  the  trade,  with,  perhaps,  the  exception  of  that  in 
small  arms,  is  now,  and  for  a  long  time  has  been,  under  the  management  and  control  of 
British  merchants.  It  is  carried  on  principally  by  British  capital,  in  British  ships,  and 
crosses  the  Atlantic  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag. 

Parties  came  from  Richmond  with  contracts  made  with  the  Rebel  Government,  by 
which  they  are  to  receive  a  very  large  per-centage  above  the  cost  in  Confederate  ports  of 
the  articles  specified.  British  merchants  became  interested  in  these  contracts,  and  parti* 
dpate  in  their  profits  or  loss.  I  have  seen  the  particulars  of  one  such  contract  drawn  out 
in  detail,  and  have  heard  of  others. 

There  are  good  reasons  for  believing  that  a  large  portion  of  the  supplies  more  recently 
sent  to  the  aid  of  the  insurgents  has  been  sent  by  merchants  on  their  own  account.  Several 
will  join  together  to  charter  a  steamer,  and  make  up  a  cargo  independent  of  all  contractors, 
each  investing  as  much  in  the  enterprise  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  according  to  his  zeal 
in  the  rebel  cause,  or  his  hope  of  realizing  profits  from  the  speculation.  Again,  some  one 
will  put  up  a  steamer  to  carry  cargo  to  a  rebel  port  at  an  enormous  rate  of  freight,  or  to 
ports  on  the  Atlantic  or  Gulf  coast,  such  as  Bermuda,  Nassau,  Havana,  Matamoros,  &c.,  at 
a  less  freight^  to  be  from  thence  re*shipped  to  such  Southern  ports  as  appear  to  affc^rd  the  beft 
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opportunities  for  gaining  an  entrance.  Ships  bound  on  these  voyages  are  of  course  not 
advertised  or  their  destination  made  known  to  the  public.  Their  cargoes  are  made  up  of 
individual  shipments  on  account  and  risk  of  the  shippei-s,  or  go  into  a  joint-stock  concern 
on  account  and  risk  of  the  Company,  each  member  thereof  realizing  profit  or  suffering  loss 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  he  invested  in  the  adventure,  fioth  steamers  and  cargoes  are 
often,  if  not  generally,  insured  in  England,  "  to  go  to  America,  with  liberty  to  run  the 
blockade." 

Some  individuals  and  mercantile  firms  appear  to  have  entered  into  the  business  of 
supplying  the  rebels  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  and  prolonging  the  war,  with  great  zeal 
and  energy  on  their  own  account.  Mr.  Z.C.  Pearson,  of  Hull,  has  been  largely  interested 
in  this  contraband  trade,  but  appears  not  to  have  been  very  fortunate  in  its  pursuit,  for  he 
has  had  several  valuable  steamers  taken  by  our  blockading  squadrons ;  and  in  addition  to 
this  bad  luck,  appears  to  have  received  in  payment  for  the  goods  he  did  get  in  a  kind  of 
paper  or  payment  that  could  not  be  made  available  here. 

Of  the  firms  which  are  the  most  largely  engaged  in  this  mode  of  rendering  aid  to  aod 
sustaining  the  rebellion,  Fraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  and  the  firm  of  W.  S. 
Lindsay  and  Co.,  of  London,  are  among  the  most  prominent. 

The  foregoing  Ust  of  vessels,  steam  and  sailing,  was  taken  from  Memoranda.    Had 
my  other  duties  allowed  me  time  to  examine  my  despatches  for  the  last  year  and  a  half, 
I  could  no  doubt  add  others  to  the  last,  and  give  you  some  interesting  particulars  concern- 
ing many  of  them.     But  for  want  of  that  time  I  am  obliged  to  submit  it,  imperfect  as  I 
« fear  it  is. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed;  F.  H.  MORSE. 


No.  18. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  January  6.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  January  5,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  certain  papers  having 
relation  to  the  depredations  committed  by  the  vessel  called  ''  No.  290,"  which  I  am  instructed 
by  my  Government  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  18. 
Memorials  addressed  to  the  United  States*  Oovemment  by  various  Shipowners. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 

Sir,  New  Bedford^  November  18,  1862. 

I  ASK  leave  to  present  to  you  the  accompanying  Memorial  and  papers  from  severd  of 
the  shipowners  resident  within  this  Collection  District  whose  vessels  have  been  plundered 
and  burned  upon  the  high  seas  by  the  pirate  steamer  called  the  *'  Alabama.*'  And  I 
respectfully  and  earnestly  ask  the  immediate  and  decided  action  of  our  Government  to  the 
end  that  fair  indemnity  may  be  obtained  and  such  safety  of  the  seas  secured  to  the  loyal 
citizens  of  our  Union  that  their  lawful  business  may  be  done  securely  upon  the  ocean. 
From  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  Memorial,  it  would  appear  that  some  steps  should  be  taken 
at  once  to  arrest  the  progress  of  that  pirate,  and  to  obtain  sueh  redress  for  our  shipowners 
as  may  be  due  to  them,  by  the  provision  of  International  Law. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  THOS.  D.  EUOT. 


To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

THE  undersigned  shipowners,  citizenff  of  the  United  Stat^,  resident  within  the 
Collection  District  of  New  Bedford,  in  their  own  behalf,  and  representing  the  interests  of 
their  co-owners,  respectfully  state  that  during  the  month  of  September  last  past,  on  the 
high  seas,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Western  Islands,  a  large  number  of  Amei^gan  ^hips 
and  vessels  were  boarded^  plimdered,  and  burned,  and  their  officers  and  crews  captured  and 
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subjected  to  brutal  treatment,  by  an  armed  vessel  named  the  ''  Alabama :  that  among  the 
ships  which,  with  their  cargoes,  we*re  so  destroyed,  were  the  whale-ships  '' Virgiqja,'' 
"  Benjamin  Tucker,"  *^  Elisha  Dunbar,'*  and  ''  Ocean  Rover,"  owned  by  your  Memorialists ; 
together  with  the  whaling-schooner  ^*  Altamaha/'  also  owned  in  said  district,  and  the  whale- 
ship  "  Ocmulgee  "  owned  in  the  Edgartown  district,  next  adjoining  :  that,  in  consequence  of 
these  gross  outrages,  they  have  suffered,  by  the  ruin  of  their  voyages,  and  the  defeat  of  their 
enterprises,  great  loss  and  damage  beyond  the  value  of  their  ships  and  cargoes:  that  the 
owners  of  the  barque  ^^Vii^nia''  have  been  damnified  in  the  sum  of  124,574  dollars, 
composed  of  the  following  items,  viz.,  value  of  barque  and  cost  of  outfits  on  day  of 
sailing  from  New  Bedford,  August  26,  1862,  30,074  dollars;  value  of  a  fair  cargo  of 
sperm  oil,  2,000  barrels,  at  150  dollars  per  gallon,  94,500  dollars, —total  124,574  dollars: 
that  the  owners  of  the  ship  ''  Benjamin  Tucker  "  have  been  damnified  in  the  sum  of  124,000 
dollars,  composed  of  the  following  items,  viz.,  value  of  the  ship  and  outfits  on  sailing 
fi-om  New  Bedford.  29,500,00  dollars;  value  of  400  barrels  of  sperm  oil,  burned  with  the 
ship,  at  150  dollars  per  gallon,  18,900  dollars  ;  value  of  1,600  barrels  of  sperm  oil  to  be 
taken  to  complete  her  voyage,  at  150  dollars  per  gallon  (the  full  capacity  of  said  ship 
being  about  2,800  barrels),  75,600  dollars,— total  124,000  dollars:  that  the  owners  of  the 
banjue  "  Elisha  Dunbar  *'  have  been  damnified  in  the  sum  of  93,000  dollars,  composed  of 
the  following  items,  viz.,  value  of  beurque  and  outfits  at  time  of  sailing  from  New  Bedford, 
August  25,  1862,  24,000  dollars;  value  of  65  barrels  of  sperm  oil,  burned  with  the  ship, 
at  150  dollars  per  gallon,  3,000  dollars  ;  value  of  1,400  barrels  of  sperm  oil  to  be  taken 
to  complete  her  voyage,  at  150  dollars  per  gallon,  66,000  dollars, — total,  93,000  dollars  : 
that  the  owners  of  the  ship  "Ocean  Rover''  have  been  damnified  in  the  sum  of  104,000 
dollars,  composed  of  the  following  items,  viz.,  value  of  barque  and  outfits  as  she  sailed, 
39,000  dollars ;  value  of  750  barrels  of  sperm  oil,  burned  with  the  barque,  at  150  dollars 
per  gallon,  3r),400  dollars  ;  value  of  50  barrels  of  whale  oil  burned  with  the  barque,  at  80 
dollars  per  gallon,  1 ,260  dollars ;  value  of  600  barrels  of  sperm  oil  to  be  taken  to  complete 
voyage,  at  150  dollars  per  gallon,  28,340  dollars, — total,  104,000  dollars. 

Your  Memorialists  further  represent  that  this  armed  cruizer  was  built  and  supplied 
with  stores  during  the  past  summer  at  an  English  port;  that  her  armament  and  English 
crew,  designed  for  and  received  by  her,  were  also  shipped  from  an  English  port ;  that,  at 
the  time  the  aforesaid  outrages  were  committed,  she  had  not  been  at  any  other  than  an 
English  port;  that  she  carried  no  other  than  the  English  colours  until  her  prizes  were 
within  her  grasp,  and  which  were  then  exchanged  for  the  rebel  flag  of  the  Southern 
States  of  this  *  Republic,  excepting  in  the  case  of  the  capture  of  the  aforenamed  ship 
**  Ocmulgee,"  when  at  no  time  did  she  show  any  other  than  the  English  colours  ;  that  it 
was  notorious  in  England  during  the  past  summer  that  this  vessel,  as  well  as  others,  was 
in  process  of  construction,  and  designed  to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

All  these  facts  your  memorialists  believe  can  be  abundantly  proved  ;  and  to  that  end 
they  have  caused  certified  copies  of  the  protests,  duly  entered  by  the  respective  masters  of 
said  ships  to  be  appended  hereto  ;  and  they  pray  to  be  permitted  to  furnish,  in  some  other 
form,  further  testimony  of  the  truth  of  their  representations. 

For  these  losses  thus  occasioned,  your  Memorialists  believe  the  English  nation  should 
be  held  responsible. 

And  your  Memorialists  further  represent  that  the  whaling  interest  of  the  country  is 
now  in  extreme  peril ;  that  about  one-third  of  all  the  vessels  in  the  whaling  service  of  the 
United  States  is  now  exposed  to  similar  piratical  capture  and  destruction. 

They  do,  therefore,  earnestly  pray  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will 
adopt  such  measures  as  will  result  in  their  indemnity  from  loss  by  reason  of  the  outrages 
aforesaid ;  and  ihey  do  further  pray  that  such  disposition  be  made  of  a  portion  of  the 
naval  force  of  the  nation  as  will  ensure  the  safety  of  the  seas. 

And  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

(Signed)  WM.  HATHAWAY,  Jun.,  Agent  and  Onmer  of 

the  barque  ^^  Virginia.'^ 
CHARLES  R.  TUCKER  &  Co.,  Agents    and 

Owners  of  ship  *'  Benjamin  Tucker. ^^ 
W.  &  G,  D.  WATKINS,  Agents  and  Owners  of 

barque  *^  Elisha  Dunbar.*^ 
JOSIAH  HOLMES,  Jun.,  &  BROTHERS, 
Agents^  and  for  Owners  of  the  barque  ''  Ocean 
Rover:' 

And  the  Undersigned,  managing  owner  of  the  whaling  brig  ^'  Altamaha,"  in  the 
foregoing  Memorial  named  among  the  vessels  owned  in  the  district  of  New  Bedford,  which 
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were  destroyed  by  the  '*  Alabama,"  in  his  own  behalf  and  for  his  co-owners,  prays  to  be 
permitted  to  join  in  the  forgoing  Memorial ;  and,  appending  hereto  a  certified  copy  of  the 
pretest  of  the  master  of  said  brijj,  states  their  loss  as  follows,  viz.,  value  of  brig  and 
outfits  6,000  dollars  ;  value  of  a  fair  cargo  of  sperm  oil,  200  barrels,  at  1 50  dollars  per 
gallon  (the  capacity  of  said  brig  being  400  barrels),  9,450  dullars  ;  total,  15,450  doliars. 
(Signed)  S.  C.  LUCE,  Agent  andOwner  of  brig  **  Altamaha'' 


ON  the  17th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1862,  personally  appeared 
before  me  William  Childs,  late  master  of  the  American  ship  '*  Benjamin  Tucker."  States 
that  he  sailed  from  New  Bedford  in  the  year  1861,  bound  on  a  whaling  voyage.  Nothing 
occurred  of  any  consequence  until  the  14th  day  of  September  of  thijj  present  year,  at 
1  A.M.,  saw  a  sail  standing  to  the  south-west,  at  half-past  1  fired  a  gun  and  tacked,  ship- 
headed  for  me,  and  when  he  got  within  300  yards  he  fired  another  gun  which  brought  me 
to,  then  sent  a  boat  on  board  and  informed  me  that  I  was  a  prize  to  the  Confederate 
States'  steamer  ''  Alabama;"  he  told  me  to  pick  up  my  things,  also  the  crew,  and  sent  us 
on  board  of  the  said  steamer.  At  5  a.m.  he  took  out  about  one  and  a-half  tons  of  tobacco 
and  forty  boxes  of  soap,  and  about  6  a.m.  he  set  fire  to  the  ship,  kept  me  and  all  my  crew 
in  irons  until  the  1 6th  of  September  at  mid-day,  then  sent  us  adrift  in  our  own  boats  at 
about  ten  miles  north-west  from  this  island  of  Flores,  where  we  arrived  at  4  P  m.  at  the 
port  of  Punta  Delgada.  Thus  the  deponent  declare.^,  and  has  desired  me  to  take  his 
protest,  as  he  doth  protest  against  the  said  Confederate  steamer  **  Alabama"  for  all  losses, 
costs,  and  damages  sustained  by  the  burning  of  the  aforesaid  ship  "  Benjamin  Tucker,"  all 
which  is  solemnly  sworn  before  me  by  the  said  William  Childs.  In  witness  whereof  I  have 
hereunto  affixed  my  signature  and  seal  ofoflSce  at  this  port  of  Santa  Cruz^  Island  of  Flores, 
this  17th  day  of  September,  1862. 

(Signed;  WILLIAM  CHILDS,  Master. 

THOMAS  SANFORD,  Jun.,  Mate. 

NELSON  C.  BORDEN,  Second  Officer. 

HENRY  T.  DAVIS;  Third  Officer. 
(Signed)  James  Mackay,  Jun.,  United  States'  Consular  Agent. 

I,  the  Undersigned,  Consul  of  the  United  States  for  the  Azores,  do  hereby  certify  that 
William  Childs,  master  of  the  late  ship  ''  Benjamin  Tucker,*'  personally  appeared  before  me 
and  confirming  the  foregoing  protest,  desired  further  to  protest  against  the  captain  of  the 
Confederate  steamer  ''  Alabama/'  as  also  against  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  for  all 
losses,  costs,  and  damages  which  have  arisen,  or  may  arise,  in  consequence  of  the  burning 
of  the  said  ship. 

(Signed)  WILUAM  CHILDS, 

(Countersigned)  Chas.  W.  Dabney. 


ON  the  9th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1862,  personally  appeared 
before  me  James  M.  Clark,  late  master  of  the  American  barque  "Ocean  Rover,"  of 
Mattapoisett.  States  that  he  sailed  on  the  26th  day  of  May,  1859,  bound  on  a  whaling 
voyage.  Nothing  of  any  consequence  occurred  until  the  8th  day  of  September  of  the 
present  year,  when  off  the  Island  of  Flores,  the  Confederate  States'  steamer  '*  Alabama  " 
run  down  to  us  when  we  were  becalmed  and  ordered  me  to  haul  down  my  colours,  then 
lowered  a  boat  and  boarded  me,  saying  I  was  a  prize  to  the  Confederate  States'  steamer 
"  Alabama,"  desiring  me  to  go  on  board  of  the  above  steamer  with  my  papers,  which  I 
did ;  then  he  ordered  me  to  return  and  pick  up  all  my  effects  and  the  (*ew's  baggage, 
excepting  the  nautical  instruments,  books,  and  charts,  and  to  leave  the  ship  and  go  on 
shore ;  we  were  then  about  ten  miles  off  the  Island  of  Flores,  where  we  arrived  about 
11  P.M.  Thus  the  deponent  declares,  and  has  desired  me  to  take  his  protest,  as  he  doth 
protest  against  the  said  Confederate  steamer  '*  Alabama''  for  all  losses,  costs,  and  damages 
sustained  by  the  loss  of  the  aforesaid  barque  ''  Ocean  Rover,"  all  which  is  solemnly  sworn 
before  me  by  the  said  James  M.  Clark. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my  signature  and  seal  of  office  at  this  port 
of  Santa  Cruz,  Island  of  Flores,  this  9th  day  of  September,  1862. 

(Signed)  James  Mackay,  Jun.,  ilnited  States'  Consular  Agent. 

(Signed)  JAMES  M.  CLARK,  Master. 

NELSON  RHODEHOUSE,  \st  Mate. 

SAMUEL  H.  LANDERS,  3rd  Mate. 

MARSHALL  KEITH,  4th  Mate. 
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J.'^VRder^ti^,  Qomxlci  ih?  Pwtpd  Statics  fpr  the  Azores,  do  hereby  certify  that 
James  M.  Clark,  master  ot  the  late  barque  *'  Ocean  River,"  personally  appeared  before  me 
and  Qonfirming  the  foregoing  protest,  desired  to  further  protest  against  the  captain  of  the 
Confederate  steamer  *'  Alabama,"  as  also  against  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  for  all 
losses,  costs,  and  damages  which  have  arisen,  or  may  arise,  in  consequence  of  the  burning 
of  the  said  ship. 

(Signed)  JAMES  M.  CLARK. 

(Countersigned)  Chas»  W.  Dabney. 


BE  it  remembered  that,  on  this  20th  day  of  October,  a.b.  1 862,  before  me,  William 
W.  Crapo,  a  Notary  Public,  duly  commissioned  and  qualified,  and  residing  in  New  Bedford, 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  personally  appeared  David  R.  GifFord,  master  of 
the  American  whaling-barque  ^'Elisha  Dunbar,"  of  said  New  Bedford,  and  John  G. 
Morrison,  mate  of  said  barque,  who  did  severally  declare  and  protest  the  several  matters 
and  things  hereinafter  set  forth,  that  is  to  say : — 

These  appearers  set  sail  from  the  port  of  New  Bedford  on  the  25th  day  of  August, 
A.D.  1862,  in  said  barque  "  Elisha  Dunbar,"  bound  on  a  whaling- voyage  to  the  Atlantic 
and  Indian  Oceans.  Nothing  material  occurred  until  the  morning  of  the  18th  September, 
1862,  when  in  latitude  39""  50'  north,  longitude  35''  20'  west,  with  the  wind  from  the 
south-west,  and  the  barque  holding  east-south-east,  saw  a  steamer  on  our  port-quarter 
standing  to  the  north-west.  Soon  after  we  found  that  she  ,  had  altered  her  course,  and 
was  steering  for  the  barque ;  we  made  all  sail  to  get  out  of  her  reach,  and  were  going  ten 
knots  at  the  time,  but  the  steamer  was  gaining  under  canvass  alone.  She  soon  came  up 
with  us,  and  fired  a  gun  under  our  stem,  with  the  St.  George  cross  flying  at  the  time. 
Our  colours  were  set  when  she  displayed  the  Confederate  flag ;  being  near  us,  we  hove-to, 
and  a  boat  with  armed  officers  and  a  crew  came  alongside,  and  on  coming  on  board  stated 
to  the  master  that  our  vessel  was  a  prize  to  the  Confederate  steamer  "  Alabama,''  Captain 
Semmes.    This  was  at  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  master  of  the  "  Elisha  Dunbar  '*  was  then  ordered  on  board  the  steamer  with  his 
papers,  and  the  crew  were  ordered  to  follow  with  a  bag  of  clothing  each.  On  going 
aboard  of  the  steamer,  her  Captain  claimed  our  vessel  as  a  prize,  and  said  she  would  be 
burnt.  The  master  of  the  barque  not  having  any  clothing,  he  was  allowed  to  return  for  a 
small  amount  of  clothing.  The  officer  of  the  steamer  on  board  the  barque  asked  Captain 
GiflTord  what  he  had  come  back  for,  and  tried  to  prevent  his  coming  on  board.  Captain 
Giffbrd  told  him  he  came  after  a  few  clothes,  which  he  took,  and  then  returned  to  the 
steamer.  It  was  blowing  very  heavy  at  the  time,  and  was  very  squally.  Nothing  was 
taken  from  the  barque  but  the  chronometer,  sextant,  charts,  &c.  The  barque  was  then  set 
fire  to,  and  burnt.  This  was  about  half-past  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  vessel  with 
her  whaling  outfits  for  a  voyage  of  forty  months,  together  with  about  sixty-five  barrels  of 
sperm  oil  on  deck,  which  had  been  taken  a  few  days  previous,  were  consumed.  The 
officers  and  crew  of  the  **  Elisha  Dunbar  "  were  put  in  irons. 

The  crew  of  the  ''  Alabama  "  consisted  of  British  subjects,  being  English  and  Irish,  as 
were  some  of  the  petty  officers.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  numbered  about 
120^  all  told;  of  whom  all  belonged  to  Great  Britain,  except  perhaps  25.  These 
appearers  remained  on  board  the  steamer  *'  Alabama''  imtil  the  3rd  October,  1862,  when 
they  were  transferred  to  the  ship  "  Emily  Farnham  "  bound  to  Liverpool,  on  board  of 
which  vessel  they  remained  until  the  6th  October,  1862,  when  they  went  on  board  of  the 
brig  "  Golden  Lead,"  and  arrived  at  New  York  the  16th  October,  1862,  and  at  New 
Bedford  the  17th  October,  1862. 

And  these  appearers  do  further  severally  declare,  before  me  the  said  Notary,  that 
when  said  barque  left  the  said  port  of  New  Bedford,  and  up  to  the  time  of  the  seizure  and 
burning  aforesaid,  she  was  tight,  staunch,  and  seaworthy,  and  was  well  and  sufficiently 
manned  and  apparelled  for  her  said  intended  voyage ;  that  during  the  voyage  aforesaid, 
and  particularly  oa  the  said  18th  day  of  September,  they  all  did  everything  in  their  power 
to  preserve  said  barque  and  cargo  from  loss,  detriment,  and  damage. 

Wherefore  the  said  appearers  did  declare  to  protest,  as  by  these  pic^ciits  they  do 
solemnly  protest,  against  the  various  perils  of  navigation,  and  all  other  causes  whatsoever 
by  which  the  aforesaid  disaster  has  been  occasioned,  all  of  which  happened  as  before  stated, 
and  not  otherwise,  and  not  in  any  manner  through  the  inefficiency  of  said  barque  or  lier 
apparel  or  tackle,  or  from  the  neglect  or  inattention  of  the  officers  or  crew,  all  of  whom, 
on  the  contrarv,  did  their  dutv  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 

In  testimony  whereof  f  have  caused  the  said  iiiipetutrs  to  fcigti  these  presents,  and 
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make  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  same ;  and  I  hare  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  seal  notarial,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

(Signed)  DAVID  R.  GIFFORD. 

JOHN  G.  MORRISON. 
(Signed)  Wm.  W.  Crapo,  Notary  Public. 

United  States  of  America,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  County  of  Bristol,  City  of 
New  Bedford. 

I,  William  W.  Crapo,  a  Notarj-  Public,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  residing  in 
said  city,  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  document  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  from  my 
notarial  record. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  notarial  seal,  this  10th  day  of  November,  1802. 
(Signed)    '        Wm.  W.  Crapo,  Notary  Public. 


Marine  Protest. 

United  States  of  America,  Commonwealth  of  Massachussetts,  City  of  New  Bedford,  ss, 

BY  this  public  instrument  of  declaration  and  protest,  be  it  made  known  and  manifest, 
that  on  the  17th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1862,  before  me  the  subscriber 
personally  appeared  Shadrach  R.  Tilton,  master  of  the  ship  *' Virginia,"  of  New  Bedford, 
of  the  burden  of  about  346  tons,  and  noted  with  me  in  due  form  of  law  his  protest,  for 
the  uses  and  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned.     And  now  on  this  day,  to  wit,  the  30th 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  1862,  before  me,  William  H.  Taylor,  a  Public  Notary,  duly 
and  by  lawful  authority  admitted,  commissioned,  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  ia 
the  city  of  New  Bedford,  and  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  comes  the  said  Shadrach  R.  Tilton 
and  requires  me  to  extend  the  said  protest,  and  together  with  him  comes   and  appears 
Charles  B.  Hardenburg,  mate,  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  ship  "  Virginia,'*  both  of  whom 
being  by  me  severally,  duly,  and  solemnly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
God,  voluntarily  and  freely  depose  and  say  that  the  said  ship,  laden  with  provisions,  stores 
and  utensils  for  a  whaling  voyage,  being  in  every  respect  seaworthy,  and  in  all  things 
fitted  and  provided  for  her  intended  voyage,  sailed  on  the  26th  day  of  August,  1862,  from 
the  port  of  New  Bedford,  bound  on  a  whaling  voyage  in  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans; 
that  nothing  material  occurred  until  the  17th  day  of  September,  1862,  when  in  latitude 
39°  north,  longitude  34°  west,  the  ship  heading  east-north-east,  and  fine  weather,  discovered 
a  sail  four  points  on  the  weather  bow,  steering  for  us.     When  within  four  miles  distant 
the  stranger  set  the  St.  George's  Cross,  which  we  answered  with  the  American  ensign, 
and  backing  our  main-yard,  supposing  her  to  be  an  English  man-of-war.     When  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  she  hauled  down  the  English  and  set  the  Confederate  flag,  and  boarded 
us  with  an  armed  cre^,  claiming  us  as  a  prize  to  the  Confederate  steamer  **  Alabama,^' 
Captain  Semmes,  taking  away  my  papers  and  ordering  me  on  board  the  steamer.    After 
arriving  on  board  Captain  Semmes  asked  me  where  I  was  from,  and  inquired  if  1  had  any 
late  papers  or  any  money.   He  then  told  his  first  lieutenant  to  go  onboard  the  **  Virginia*' 
with  me  and  allow  me  a  trunk  and  each  man  a  bag  of  clothing,  and  then  destroy  the  ship. 
On  reaching  the  ship  1  was  allowed  but  a  short  time  to  get  a  small  trunk  of  clothing,  and 
was  then  hurried  back  to  the  steamer,  where  I  with  my  crew  were  put  in  irons,  and  the 
**  Virginia  "  was  set  on  fire  and  burned.     I  was  on  board  the  steamer  seventeen  days,  in 
irons,  on  deck,  wet  most  of  the  time.     On  the  3rd  of  October  all  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the/*  Virginia,"  except  these  appearers,  were  transferred  to  the  ship  *' Emily  Famham," 
with   orders   to  go   to  England.     These  deponents  were  then   transferred   to  *  the  brig 
'*  Golden  Lead,"  in  which  vessel  they  sailed  for  New  York,  where  they  arrived  on  the  16th 
instant.     And  the  said  deponents  on  their  oaths  declare  that  the  said  ship  was  at  com- 
mencement of  voyage  aforesaid  staunch  and  strong,  and  had  her  cargo  well  and  suflSciently 
stowed  and  her  hatches  properly  closed  and  secured,  and  that  during  the  said  voyage  they, 
together  witb  the  rest  of  the  crew  on  board,  used  their  utmost  endeavours  to  preserve  the 
said  ship,  and  her  cargo,  tackel,  and  apparel,  from  damage  or  injury ;  and  that  any  loss, 
damage,  or  injury  which  has  arisen  or  accrued,  or  that  may  arise  or  \)e  sustained  in  any 
way  or  manner  whatever,  is  solely  owing  to  the  accidents  and  difficulties  herein  set  forth 
and  declared,  and  not  to  any  negligenct;,  want  of  skill,  vigilance,  or  exertion,  on  the  part 
of  the  deponents  or  any  of  the  officera  or  men  of  the  said  ship. 

(Signed)  SHADRACH  R.  TILTON,  Master. 

CHALES  B.  HARDENBERG,  Ut  Mate. 
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Wherefore  the  said  Shadrach  R.  Tilton,  master  and  commander  as  aforesaid,  hath 
requested  me  to  protest,  and  I  the  said  Notary,  at  such  his  request,  have  protested,  and 
by  these  presents,  do  publicly  and  solemnly  protest  against  all  and  every  person  and 
persons  whom  it  doth,  shall,  or  may  concern,  and  against  all  and  singular  the  accidents, 
casualties,  and  circumstances  already  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  declaration,  on  oath,  for 
all  manner  of  losses,  costs,  damages,  charges,  expenses  and  injuries  whatsoever,  which  the 
said  ship  and  her  cargo  on  board,  and  the  freight  by  her  earned  or  to  be  earned,  or  either 
of  them,  or  any  part  thereof,  have  already  sustained  or  may  hereafter  sustain,  by  reason 
or  means  of  the  foregoing  premises. 

Thus  done  and  protested,  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  this  30th  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1862. 

In    testimony    whereof   T   have  hereunto   set   my  hand   and  affixed  my   notanal 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  TAYLOR,  Notaiy  Public 

City  of  New  Bedford,  Bristol,  ss. 

I,  William  H.  Taylor,  a  Notarj^  Public  in  and  for  the  said  city  and  county,  duly 
commissioned  and  sworn,  dwelling  in  said  city,  do  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and 
exact  copy  of  an  original  protest  on  record  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  notarial  seal  this  30th  day  of 
October,  1862. 

(Signed)  WM.  H.  TAYLOR,  Notary  Public. 


ON  the  17th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1862,  personally  appeared 
before  me  Rufus  Gray,  late  master  of  the  American  brig  "  Altamaha,"  of  Seppican,  states 
that  he  sailed  from  Sippecan  on  the  14th  of  May,  present  year,  bound  on  a  whaling  voyage 
to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  nothing  occurred  during  the  voyage  until  the  13th  of  September. 
At  9  A.M.  saw  a  sail  standing  towards  us  ;  at  11  a.m.  fired  a  gun  and  brought  us  to.  She 
had  English  colours  flying,  afterwards  setting  the  Confederate  States'  flag.  Sent  a  boat  crew 
on  board,  and  told  me  I  was  a  prize  to  the  Confederate  States'  steamer  *•  Alabama."  Sent 
me  on  board  the  said  steamer  with  my  papers ;  afterwards  desired  me  to  go  on  board  my 
own  vessel  and  inform  my  officers  and  crew  to  pack  up  what  efiects  they  had,  and  return 
again  in  our  own  boats.  About  5  o'clock  p.m.  we  returned  on  board,  and  were  all  put  in 
iroi»8;  they  then  destroyed  the  vessel  by  fire.  On  the  16th,  about  mid-day,  we  were  set 
adrift  in  our  boats  about  ten  miles  north-west  of  the  Island  of  Flores,  where  we  arrived  at 
4  P.M.  at  the  port  of  Ponta  Delgado. 

Thus  the  deponent  declares,  and  has  desired  me  to  take  his  protest,  as  he  doth  protest 
against  the  said  Confederate  steamer  "  Alabama  *'  for  all  losses,  costs,  and  damages 
sustained  by  the  burning  of  the  aforesaid  brig  ^'  Altamaha ;"  all  which  is  solemnly  sworn 
before  me  by  the  said  Rufus  Gray. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my  signature  and  seal  of  office  at  this  port 
of  Santa  Cruz,  Island  of  Flores,  this  17th  day  of  September,  1862.  . 

(Signed)  James  Mack  ay,  Jun.,  United  States'  Consular  Agent. 

(Signed)  RUFUS  GRAY,  Master. 

JUDAH  HATHAWAY,  1st  Mate. 
JAMES  BLANKINSHIP,  2nd  Mate. 
DANIEL  L.  TINKHAM,  3rd  Mate. 

I,  the  Undersigned,  Consul  of  the  United  States  for  the  Azores,  do  hereby  certify 
that  Rufbs  Gray,  Master  of  the  late  brig  *'  Altamaha,"  personally  appeared  before  me ; 
and,  confirming  the  foregoing  protest,  desired  farther  to  protest  against  the  Captain  of  the 
Confederate  steamer  **  Alabama,"  as  also  against  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  for  all 
losses,  costs,  and  damages  which  have  arisen  or  may  arise  in  consequence  of  the  burning 
of  the  said  brig. 

(Signed)  RUFUS  GRAY. 

(Countersigned)  Chas.  W.  Dabnby. 


A  MEETING  of  the  merchants  and  shipowners  of  New  Bedford,  called  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  action  in  reference  to  the  recent  destruction  of  whaling-vessels  by  the  armed 
steamer  "  Alabama,"  was  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  in 
New  Bedford,  on  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  November,  1862. 
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The  meeting  was  oi^anized  by  the  appointment  of  Captain  Joseph  C.  Delano,  as 
Chairman,  and  William  W.  Crapo,  as  Secretary. 

The  Memorial,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  signed  by  the 
owners  of  the  whaling- vessels  belonging  to  this  district  which  had  been  captureid,  was  read 
to  the  meeting.  Remarks  were  made  by  various  gentlemen  present  upon  the  character  d 
the  outrages  committed  by  the  "  Alabama,*'  and  urging  the  necessity  of  immediate 
measures,  not  only  to  secure  indemnity  for  losses  already  sustained,  but  for  the  protection 
of  the  whaling  interest  against  further  like  depredations. 

The  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  :•— 

"  Resolved — That  the  merchants  and  shipowners  of  New  Bedford  regard  the  recent 
destruction  of  property  upon  the  ocean  by  the  rebel  steamer  *  Alabama,'  as  a  wanton 
outrage,  and  the  treatment  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  captured  ships  as  atrocious  and 
brutal ;  that  the  conduct  of  this  piratical  vessel,  in  its  nefarious  occupation  of  pillage  and 
destruction,  in  burning  its  ill-fated  prizes,  and  thus  luring  into  its  toils  the  generous  who 
seek  to  save  life,  deserves  the  condemnation  and  detestation  of  the  civilized  world  as  a 
crime  against  humanity  which  no  war  can  justify,  extenuate,  or  excuse. 

*^  Resolved — That  the  Memorial  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  has  been  read  at  this  meating,  meets  with  our  hearty  approval ;  and  that  we  earnestly 
trust  that  our  Government  will  take  such  steps  as  will  secure  to  our  plundered  citizens 
sure  and  speedy  indemnity  from  the  British  Government  for  the  losses  sustained  by  them 
in  permitting,  if  not  encouraging,  this  vessel  to  go  forth  from  an  English  port,  constructed, 
armed,  and  manned  for  her  work  of  destruction  against  the  commerce  of  the  world. 

"  Resolved — That  them  agnitude  of  our  whaling  fleet,  thei  mmense  amount  of  property 
invested  in  the  whaling  business,  the  thousands  of  American  citizens  actively  engaged  in 
its  prosecution  upon  the  ocean,  merit  and  demand  some  attention  from  the  Grovernment 
of  the  United  States  for  the  protection  of  their  interests  against  the  attacks  of  pirates  and 
privateers ;  and  we  earnestly  beseech  the  action  of  the  Navy  Department  in  this  behalf. 
We  are  the  more  emboldened  to  urge  our  request  in  view  of  the  large  contributions  we 
have  made  during  the  rebellion,  in  officers  and  men,  for  the  navy  of  the  Union.  While  we 
are  manning  the  naval  squadrons  with  thousands  of  our  seamen,  who  are  doing  efficient 
service  for  the  country,  we  ask  that  those  who  are  pursuing  their  peaceful  though  hazardous 
calling  may  be  reasonably  free  from  piratical  depredations,  by  such  a  disposition  of  a 
sufficient  portion  of  the  naval  force  of  the  country  as  will  ensure  the  safety  of  the  seas." 

It  was  voted  that  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  with  a  copy  of  the 
Resolutions  certified  by  the  Chairman  and  Secretary,  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  with  the  Memorial. 

(Siiined)  J.  0.  DELANO,  Chairman. 

WM.  W,  CRAPO,  Secretary. 


To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Su-,  New  Bedford,  November  27,  1862. 

I  RESPECTFULLY  submit  to  you  the  petition  of  Abraham  Osborn  and  others,  owners 
of  the  whale-ship  "  Ocmulgee,''  which  was  captured  and  burned  with  her  oufit  and  cargo 
by  the  *' Alabama'*  while  sailing  under  English  colours.  These  owners  ask  to  join  in  the 
Memorial  which  I  had  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  from  other  shipowners  whose 
property  has  been  destroyed  upon  the  ocean  by  this  pirate  steamer ;  and  I  inclose  to  you 
their  papers  in  the  hope  that  it  may  appear  right  to  demand,  and  practicable  to  obtain, 
proper  indemnity  for  such  gross  violation  of  our  right  upon  the  seas. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 
(Signed)  THOMAS  D.  ELIOT. 


To  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

RESPECTFULLY  represent  the  Undersigned,  owners  of  the  whale-ship  ^*  Ocmulgee," 
late  of  Edgartown  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  recently  captured  and  burned  by  the 
piratical  vessel  the  *'  Alabama,"  which  vessel  was  under  English  colours,  that  they  desire  to 
join  in  the  Memorial  recently  addressed  to  your  Excellency  by  William  Hathaway,  Charles 
R.  Tucker,  and  others,  owners  of  the  whale-ship  "  Vii-ginia,'' ''  Benjamin  Tucker,"  and  other 
vessels  also  destroyed  by  §aid  **  Alabama." 

These  petitioners  annex  a  copy  of  the  protest  of  the  officers  of  the  *'  Ocmulgee,"  and 
ask  opportunity  to  furnish  other  requisite  propf.  <       .  ,../., 

T^heir  ship,  its  voyage,  enterprise,  and  cargo,  has  been  destroyed,  and  they  have 
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suffered  damage  to  the  amount  of  179,072  dollars,  in  the  manner  following: — cost  of 
ship ''  Ocmulgee/'  12,000  dollars ;  cost  of  her  outfits,  28,000  dollars ;  value  of  9,607  gallons 
of  sperm  oil  on  board  (at  1  dollar  75  cents  per  gallon),  16.712  dollars. 

Probable  loss  by  the  breaking  up  of  the  enterprise,  of  the  voyage  fitted  for  four  years 
to  the  Arctic  Ocean  and  elsewhere,  on  which  it  would  be  reasonable  and  right  to  anticipate 
the  takingof3,000barrelsof  whale  oil  at  23  dollars  62  cents,  equal  to  60,860  dollars; 
45,000  lbs.  of  whalebone  at  1  dollar,  equal  to  45,000  dollars;  and  9,400  gallons  of 
sperm  oil  at  1  dollar  75  cents,  equal  to  16,500  dollars;  so  that  this  further  estimate  of 
probable  loss  would  be  122,360  dollars. 

And  they  further  represent  that  said  ship  was  also  furnished  with  a  large  quantity  of 
merchandise  for  exchange  with  the  Arctic  Indians  for  whalebone,  teeth,  furs,  &c.,  for  which 
a  reasonable  yield  would  be  75,000  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  above  amounts. 

And  these  petitioners  respectfully  ask  that  the  prayer  of  the  Memorial  aforesaid  may 
be  granted  for  the  benefit  of  these  petitioners,  as  well  as  of  said  Memorialist.  And  they 
further  represent  that  in  said  capture  and  burning  the  *^  Alabama  "  was  under  English 
colours  only. 

(Signed)  ABRAHAM  OSBORN, 

Agent  and  Managing  Oumer  of  ship  '*  Ocnmlgee.'' 

November  24,  1862. 


United  States  of  America,  State  of  Massachusetts,  *Duke's  County,  ss. 

BY  this  Public  Instrument  of  Protest  be  it  known  and  made  manifest  to  all  whom  it 
doth  or  may  concern,  that  on  this  8th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1862, 
before  me,  Joseph  P.  Pease,  a  Notary  Public,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  residing 
at  Edgartown,  within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  personally  came  and  appeared 
Abraham  Osbom,  junior,  late  master  of  the  ship  "  Ocmulgee,*'  of  Edgartown,  and  with 
him  also  came  Joshua  S.  Waldron,  late  third  mate,  George  Luce,  late  mate,  and  Ivory  L. 
Smith,  late  a  seaman  on  board  said  ship,  who  being  severally  sworn,  did  declare,  depose, 
and  say  that  the  said  ship,  being  of  the  burthen  of  459  tons  or  thereabouts,  and  being 
laden  with  casks,  whaling  utensils  and  apparatus,  spare  sails,  rigging,  spars,  ship  stores  and 
provisions  for  a  voyage  of  forty-eight  months  in  the  whaling  fishery  in  Atlantic,  Pacific, 
and  Arctic  Oceans,  they  the  said  appearers  made  sail  and  departed  in  and  with  said  ship 
from  the  port  of  Edgartown  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  said  voyage  on  the  2nd  day  of 
July  in  the  year  1862. 

That  nothing  material  occurred  until  the  19th  day  of  July  aforesaid,  when  we  captured 
a  sperm  whale,  which  made  us  50  barrels  of  sperm  oil.  On  or  about  the  20th  of  said 
July  we  captured  another  which  made  us  115  barrels  of  sperm  oil. 

On  the  4th  day  of  September  following  a  steamer  passed  under  our  lee ;  she  was 
steering  the  same  course  ais  we  were,  and  soon  went  out  of  sight,  it  being  about  1 1  o'clock 
at  night.  September  6,  1862,  being  west  north*west  of  the  Island  of  Pico,  fifty  miles 
distant  therefrom,  we  saw  sperm  whales.  While  engaged  in  chasing  them  saw  a  steamer 
approaching  us  from  the  south  showing  English  colours.  We  succeeded  in  capturing  a  140- 
barrel  whale,  which  we  took  alongside.  When  the  steamer  was  about  one  mile  distant  she 
fired  a  gun  at  or  towards  us.  At  2  o'clock  p.m.  we  were  boarded  by  a  boat  from  said 
steamer,  the  crew  of  which  were  all  armed.  The  commander  of  the  boat  informed  me  I  was 
a  prize  to  the  steamer  **  Alabama;'*  that  I  must  take  my  papers  and  go  on  board  the 
steamer ;  that  I  might  take  my  fine  clothes,  and  that  the  crew  might  each  of  them  take  a 
bag  of  clothing  ;  and  that  he  was  about  to  burn  the  ship. 

At  4  o'clock  P.M.  I  went  on  board  the  steamer  with  my  papers,  she  having  the  English 
flag  still  flying.  I  soon  found  myself  on  board  the  armed  piratical  steamer  "  Alabama,*' 
Captain  Semmes ;  by  him  I  was  informed  that  I  was  his  prize ;  that  he  was  going  to  burn 
the  "  Ocmulgee ''  and  every  other  vessel  bearing  the  American  flag  that  he  could  catch.  I 
remonstrated  with  him  against  burning  the  **  Ocmulgee,"  but  to  no  purpose. 

Remaining  on  board  the  steamer  about  ten  minutes  I  went  on  board  the  ship,  removed 
wme  of  my  clothing,  and  the  crew  taking  out  some  of  theirs,  we  went  all  of  us  on  board 
the  steamer. 

At  dark  the  steamer's  crew  came  on  board  with  a  boat  loaded  with  stores  and  provi- 
sions, and  a  boat  loaded  with  sails,  cordage,  &c.,  taken  from  the  **  Ocmulgee."  The 
steamer  lay  by  the  ship  all  night,  no  person  being  on  board  the  ship.  On  the  next  day,  to 
wit,  September  6th,  at  10  o'clock  A.M.,  the  ship  *'  Ocmulgee  *'  was  set  on  fire  by  a  boat's 
crew  f^m  said  prsrte  steamer  '*  Alabama,^*  burnt  and  entirely  destroyed,  with  everything 
on  board. 
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The  steamer  then  shaped  her  course  for  the  Island  of  Flores,  and  at  7  (o'clock  p.m., 
said  island  heing  about  three  miles  distant,  the  Captain  of  said  steamer  told  me  to  take 
my  crew  in  my  boats,  which  had  been  preserved,  and  leave  ;  this  we  did,  and  landed  on 
that  island  at  about  7  o'clock  p.m.  We  remained  on  that  island  fourteen  days  waiting  a 
passage  to  Fayal. 

On  the  20th  day  of  September  we  arrived  at  Fayal,  and  remained  about  twenty  days 
waiting  a  passage  to  Boston. 

October  8th  we  left  Fayal  in  the  ship  "Azor,"  for  Boston,  where  we  arrived 
October  28,  1862. 

That  said  Abraham  Osboro,  Junior,  did  note  for  protest  before  the  United  States' 
Consular  Agent  at  Flores  immediately  on  his  arrival  there,  to  wit,  on  the  7th  day  of 
September,  1862. 

And  the  said  appearers  did  further  severally  declare,  depose,  and  say,  that  the  said 
ship  at  the  time  of  her  departure  from  Edgartown,  as  aforesaid,  was  in  good  condition, 
was  well  manned,  and  was  in  all  and  every  respect  provided  and  furnished  with  all  things 
needful  and  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  said  voyage,  and  that  when  taken,  detained, 
and  burned  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  said  piratical  steamer  "  Alabama,"  said  ship,  her 
officers  and  crew,  were  in  the  legitimate  prosecution  of  the  voyage  upon  which  they  sailed 
from  Edgartown. 

And  the  said  appearers  further  say,  that  as  all  the  loss,  damage,  and  injury,  which 
has  already  or  may  hereafter  appear  to  have  happened  or  accrued  to  the  said  ship,  or  her 
cargo,  fixtures,  and  appurtenances,  has  been  occasioned  solely  by  the  circumstances  herein- 
before stated,  and  cannot  nor  ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  insufficiency  of  the  vessel, 
or  default  of  him,  this  deponent,  his  officers,  or  crew,  he  therefore  requires  me,  the  said 
Notary,  to  make  his  Protest  and  this  public  act  thereof,  that  the  same  may  serve  and  be  of 
full  force  and  value  as  of  right  shall  appertain. 

And  therefore  the  said  Abraham  Osbom,  Junior,  doth  protest,  and  I,  the  said  Notary, 
at  his  special  instance  and  request,  do  by  these  presents  publicly  and  solemnly  protest 
against  the  aforesaid  pirate  steamer  **  Alabama,"  alias  ^*  No.  290,"  her  officers,  owners, 
and  crew,  and  all  persons  interested  therein  ;  against  all  accidents  and  occurrences,  and  all 
loss  or  damage  occasioned  thereby ;  and  against  all  Governments  and  persons  whom  it  doth, 
shall,  or  may  concern,  more  especially  against  the  Government  x>{  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
of  Great  Britain,  under  the  flag  of  which  nation  said  vessel  or  ship  was  captured  and  burnt; 
and  against  all  and  every  accident,  matter,  and  thing,  had  and  met  with,  whereby  or  by 
means  whereof  said  sWp  or  her  cargo,  or  both,  have  received,  or  hereafter  shall  appear  to 
have  suffered,  injury  or  loss  ;  for  all  losses,  costs,  charges,  expenses,  damages,  and  injury 
which  the  said  ship,  or  the  owner  or  owners  of  said  ship,  and  her  cargo,  already  have  or 
may  hei'eafter  have  to  pay,  sustain,  incur,  or  be  put  into  by  or  on  account  of  the  premises, 
or  for  which  the  insurer  or  insurers  is  or  are  liable  to  pay  or  to  make  contribution  or 
average  according  to  custom,  or  their  respective  contracts  or  obligations,  and  that  no 
part  of  such  losses  and  expenses  already  incurred,  or  hereafter  to  be  incurred,  do  fall  on 
him  the  said  Abraham  Osborn,  Junior,  his  officers  or  crew. 

Thus  done  and  protested  in  the  town  of  Edgartown,  State  and  County  aforesaid, 
on  the  day  and  date  first  herein  named. 

(Signed)  ABM.  OSBORN,  Jun. 

GEORGE  LUCE. 
JOSHUA  S.  WALDRON. 
IVORY  L.  SMITH. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  said  applicants  to  sign  these  presents,  and  I, 
the  said  Notary,  have  subscribed  my  name,  and  caused  my  seal  of  office  to  be  hereunto 
affixed,  the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid. 

(Signed)  Joseph  T.  Pease,  Notary  Public. 

United  States  of  America,  State  of  Massachusetts,  Duke's  County,  ss. 

I,  Joseph  Thaxter  Pease,  a  Notary  Public,  within  and  for  the  State  and  County 
aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  Protest 
of  Abraham  Osborn,  Junior,  et  al.,  late  master  of  ship  *^  Ocmulgee." 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  8th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1862. 
(Signed)  Joseph  T.  Pease,  Notary  Public. 
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Na  19. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office ^  Januaiy  24,  1863. 

IT  is  impossible  for  me  to  leave  without  notice  some  of  the  statements  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo. 

These  statements  contain  or  imply  a  grave  charge  against  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
You  speak  of  the  **  admitted  fact  of  a  violation  of  a  statute  of  this  kingdom  intended  to 
prevent  ill-disposed  persons  from  involving  it  in  difficulty,  by  committing  wanton  and 
injurious  assaults  upon  foreign  nations  with  which  it  is  at  peace,  of  which  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  are  invited  to  take  cognizance  ;  of  which  they  do  take  cognizance,  so  far  as  to 
prepare  measures  of  prevention ;  but  which,  by  reason  of  circumstances,  wholly  within  their 
own  control,  they  do  not  prevent  in  season  to  save  the  justly  complaining  party  from  serious 
injury.     On  the  substantial  points  of  the  case,  little  room  seems  left  open  for  discussion." 

On  the  substantial  points  of  the  case,  as  stated  by  you,  there  is,  on  the  contrary, 
great  room  left  open  for  discussion. 

I  must  ask  first,  what  are  the  circumstances  within  the  control  of  the  Government  to 
which  you  allude  ?  Do  you  mean  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  construing  a  penal 
statute,  or  in  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  a  penal  statute,  were  to  hurry  at  once 
to  a  decision,  and  to  seize  a  ship  building  and  fitting  out  at  Liverpool  without  being  satisfied 
by  evidence  that  the  provisions  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  had  been  violated  in  the 
case  of  such  vessel  ?  Do  you  mean  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  were  to  dispense  with 
proof,  and  to  inflict  injury  upon  the  Queen's  subjects  by  seizing  a  ship  upon  your  mere 
assertion  that  the  owners  of  that  ship  were  violating  the  law  ? 

If  such  is  your  meaning,  I  must  reply  that  the  Government  of  this  country  respect 
the  law.  They  do  not  seize  upon  property  to  the  loss  and  damage  of  its  owners  without 
proof  that  they  are  legally  entitled  to  do  so. 

Perhaps  your  meaning  is  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  should  have  proceeded  on 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Collier  without  waiting  for  other  authority. 

But,  here  again,  I  must  reply  that  the  usage  of  this  country  requires  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  consult  their  own  legal  advisers,  and  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  before  they  proceed  to  enforce  a  penal  statute. 

If  you  mean  to  contend,  therefore,  that  a  nation  in  a  state  of  profound  peace  should 
set  aside  the  formalities  of  law,  and  act  at  once  upon  presumptions  and  surmises,  I  entirely 
differ  from  you.  I  may  remind  you  that  evidence  sufficient  to  satisfy  a  Court  of  Law  as  to 
the  "  equipment "  or  "  fitting  out  '^  of  a  vessel  for  warlike  purposes,  and  of  its  actual 
destination,  is  not  obtainable  without  difficulty. 

If  you  mean  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  wilfully  delayed  or  neglected  the 
measures  by  which  the  character  of  the  "  Alabama  "  could  have  been  legally  ascertained,  I 
must  give  a  positive  and  complete  denial  of  the  truth  of  any  such  assertion.  The  opinion 
of  the  Law  Officers,  until  the  receipt  of  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  could  not  act, 
was  delivered  at  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  29th  of  July,  but  in  the  morning  of  that  day 
the  "  Alabama,"  under  pretext  of  a  pleasure  excursion,  escaped  from  LiverpooL 

With  regard  to  the  very  different  circumstances  of  1793  and  1794,  those  circum- 
stances are  recorded  in  history.  It  is  notorious  that  M.  Genet,  the  French  Minister  to  the 
United  States,  fitted  out  privateers  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  that  he  boasted  in  his 
despatches  of  the  captures  of  British  vessels  which  those  privateers  had  made,  and  that  he 
procured  a  sham  condemnation  of  those  vessels  captured  in  neutral  ports.  It  is  notorious 
also  that  he  endeavoured  to  make  the  United  States  the  basis  of  his  operations  and  attempts 
to  raise  rebellions  against  England  in  Canada,  and  against  Spain  in  Louisiana.* 

According  to  your  own  account  the  United  States  purposely  delayed  to  give  any 
redress  to  the  complaints  made  by  the  British  Government,  of  the  captures  of  British 
merchant- vessels,  because  they  felt  unwilling  to  act  on  a  policy  of  repression  till  they  had 
given  due  notice  of  the  construction  they  put  upon  a  Treaty  offensive  and  defensive  with 
France,  which  had  been  quoted  in  defence  of  the  depredations  committed  on  British 
commerce. 

It  is  evident  that  by  so  acting  the  United  States'  Government  deliberately  made 
themselves  parties  in  the  interval  to  the  proceedings  carried  on  in  their  own  ports, 
and  the  same  Government,  with  the  sense  of  justice  which  distinguished  them,  made 
compensation  afterwaitis  for  the  injuries  inflicted  under  cover  and  protection  of  their  own 
flag,  and  promised  to  exclude  French  privateers  *'  from  all  further  asylum  in  then:  ports."t 

*  See,  besides  the  usual  authorities,  "JefTersou  and  the  American  Democracy,"  by  M.  do  Witt     Appen* 
dix8. 

t  Scu  detpAtch  of  the  President  ^  Mr.  Hammonds  September  6, 1793. 
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In  Mr.  Jefferson's  letter,  quoted  by  yop,  he  says :  *^  Having  for  particular  reasons 
forborne  to  use  all  the  means  in  our  power  for  the  restitution,"  &c.  Here  is  the  injury 
stated,  and  here  are  the  grounds  why  it  was  permitted. 

But  the  British  Government  have  given  no  asylum  to  belligereot  privateers  bringing 
prizes  into  British  ports.  They  have  no  pitrticular  reasons  to  allege.  They  have  not 
forborne  to  use  all  the  means  in  their  power.  They  have  used  all  the  means  they  could 
use  consistently  with  the  law  of  the  land;  and,  by  no  fault  of  theirs,  those  means,  in  a 
single  instance,  proved  inefficacious.  There  was  no  want  of  a  statute  to  enforce,  nor  of  a 
will  to  enforce  it ;  evidence  was  wanting,  and  an  authority  to  decide  upon  that  evidence, 
till  it  was  too  late.  But  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  promise  the  United  States  to 
act  without  evidence,  nor  to  disregard  the  legal  authority  of  their  own  Law  Officers. 

As  to  other  points  we  are  nearly  agreed,  so  far  as  the  law  of  nations  is  concerned. 
But  with  respect  to  the  statement  in  your  letter  that  large  supplies  of  various  kinds  have 
been  sent  from  this  country  by  private  speculators  for  the  use  of  the  Confederates,  I  have 
to  observe  that  that  statement  is  only  a  repetition  in  detail  of  a  part  of  the  assertion  made 
in  my  previous  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  that  both  parties  in  the  civil  war  have,  to  the 
extent  of  their  wants  and  means,  induced  British  subjects  to  violate  the  Queen's  Procla- 
mation of  the  13th  of  May,  1861,  which  forbids  her  subjects  from  affording  such  supplies 
to  either  party. 

It  is  no  doubt  true  that  a  neutral  may  furnish,  as  a  matter  of  trade,  supplies  of  arms 
and  warUke  stores  impartially  to  both  belligerents  in  a  war,  and  it  was  not  on  the  ground 
that  such  acts  were  at  variance  with  the  law  of  nations  that  the  remark  was  made  in  the 
former  note.  But  the  Queen  having  issued  a  Proclamation  forbidding  her  subjects  to  f^fford 
such  supplies  to  either  party  in  the  civil  war,  Her  Majesty's  Government  aie  entitled  ^o 
complain  of  both  parties  for  having  induced  Her  Majesty's  subjects  to  violate  that  Procla- 
mation ;  and  their  complaint  applies  most  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  because 
it  is  by  that  Government  that  by  far  the  greatest  amount  of  such  supplies  have  been  ordered 
and  procured. 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  other  collateral  topics  which  have  been  introduced,  but  in 
explanation  of  my  former  letter  I  must  say  that  I  never  meant  to  accuse  you  of  giving  any 
encoui'agement  to  the  enlistment  of  British  subjects  in  this  country  to  serve  in  the  ciyU 
war  unhappily  prevailing  in  the  United  States. 

But  it  is  notorious  that  large  bounties  have  been  offered  and  given  to  British  subjects 
residing  in  the  United  States  to  engage  in  the  war  on  the  Federal  side  ;  and  these  British 
subjects,  acting  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  their  country  and  of  the  Queen's  Proclamation, 
have  been  encoui'aged  by  the  United  States'  Government  so  to  act. 

A  recent  and  striking  example  of  the  open  avowal  of  this  course  of  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States'  Government  is  to  be  found  in  the  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Stuart  with  reference  to  the  crew  of  the  "Sunbeam,"  in  which, 
although  it  does  not  appear  that  any  bounties  were  offered,  Mr.  Seward  has  treated  an 
endeavour  to  induce  British  sailors  to  enlist  in  the  belligerent  service  of  the  United  States 
as  affording  no  ground  of  complaint  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  20. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusselL^-r^iReceived  January  27.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London^  January  26,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  Lordship's  note  of  the 
24th  instant;  in  reply  to  some  portions  of  mine  of  the  30th  of  last  month,  respecting  the 
case  of  the  outfit  from  Liverpool  of  gun-boat  *'  No.  290  "  to  depredate  on  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States. 

Your  Lordship  is  pleased  to  raise  a  discussion  on  the  following  statement  made  by 
me.    I  quote  the  paragraph  as  it  stands  in  your  note : — 

'*  The  admitted  fact  of  a  violation  of  a  statute  of  this  kingdom  intended  to  prevent 
ill-disposed  persons  from  involving  it  in  difficulty^  by  committing  wanton  and  injurious 
assaults  upon  foreign  nations  with  which  it  is  at  peace,  of  which  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
are  invited  [by  a  party  injured]  to  take  cognizance  ;  of  which  they  do  take  cognizance  so 
far  as  to  prepare  measures  of  prevention  ;  but  which,  by  reason  of  circunistances  wholly 
within  their  own  control,  they  do  not  prevent  in  season  to  save  the  justly  complaining  par^ 
from  serious  injury.  On  the  substantial  points  of  the  ca8e>  little  rooin  seems  left  open  for 
dlMnission/' 
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Out  of  my  profound  respect  for  your  Lordship's  representation,  I  have  reviewed  the 
whole  of  this  paragraph  with  the  utmost  care<.'  I  am  compelled  now  to  confess  that  I 
can  perceive  no  ambiguity  in  the  meaning  suflScient  to  justify  any  of  the  implications 
which  your  Lordship  appears  to  desire  to  raise  from  it.  Starting  from  a  point  of  moral 
obiigation^  in  my  view  as  strong  between  nations  as  it  is  between  individuals,  that  injuries 
inflicted  on  an  innocent  party,  of  which,  if  not  prevented,  it  has  a  right  to  complain, 
provided  that  it  give  notice  in  time  seasonable  for  the  application  of  adequate  means  of 
prevention,  should  be  so  far  as  practicable  repaired  or  compensated  for  by  the  party  that 
does  the  wrong,  or  suffers  it  to  be  done  by  persons  under  its  control,  I  have  appUed  the 
general  principle  to  the  case  before  me.  The  fact  that  warning  had  been  given  in  full 
reason  to  prevent  the  departure  of  **  No.  290  "  does  not  depend  upon  my  statement,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  simply  a  question  of  dates  open  to  the  inspection  of  all  men.  The  fact  that  Her 
Majesty's  Grovernment  were  convinced  of  the  justice  of  the  representation  made,  is  patent 
firom  the  determination  to  which  your  Lordship  admits  that  they  ultimately  came  to  detain 
the  vessel.  The  fact  that  this  decision  was  so  long  delayed  as  to  fail  in  effecting  the  object 
intended,  whereby  great  injiury  has  been  actually  done,  and  is  yet  likely  to  ensue  to  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  is  equally  a  question  purely  of  dates.  Inasmuch  as  these 
<X)nstitute  the  substance  of  the  paragraph  of  my  note  to  which  exception  is  taken,  I  must 
coi^ess  myself  wholly  at  a  loss  to  perceive  upon  what  ground  any  doubt  can  further  be 
raised  about  it. 

But  your  Lordship  proceeds  to  do  me  the  honour  to  address  a  series  of  questions  to 
me  as  to*  the  possible  meaning  that  may  be  conveyed  in  my  language,  which  might  imply, 
from  the  failure  to  act  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  motives  of  some  kind  or  other  that  I 
have  not  distinctly  expressed.  I  must  respectfully  ask  to  be  excused  from  entering  into  any 
such  field  of  controversy.  I  desire  neither  to  make  charges  nor  to  raise  implicatiotis  of  an 
unnecessary  nature  to  complicate  the  difficulties  of  this  painful  subject.  All  that  I  deem 
it  my  dubr'  to  know  is  that  a  grievous  wrong  has  been  done  to  an  innocent  and  friendly 
nation,  by  what  seems  to  me  to  have  been  a  most,  unfortunate  delay  in  effecting  a  preven- 
tion that  later  experience  conclusively  shows  ought  to  have  been  applied  in  time.  Gf  the 
reasons  that  prevented  such  an  apphcation^  inasmuch  as  none  of  them  could  have  grown 
out  of  the  course  of  the  injured  party,  I  have  no  wish  to  enter  into  a  discussion.  The 
principle  of  justice  is  not  merely  that  right  should  be  done,  but  that  it  should  be  sufficiently 
prompt  to  effect  its  object.  Otherwise  it  is  justice  deni^.  Upon  that  I  am  content  to 
rely. 

As  it  is  probable  that  I  may  receive  at  an  early  moment  further  instructions  from  my 
Government  in  respect  to  the  substantial  point  involved  in  the  present  correspondence,  I 
deem  it  unadvisable  farther  to  take  up  your  Lordship's  time  by  enlarging  the  limits  of  the 
discussion  of  purely  incidental  questions,  1  desire  to  express  my  obligation  to  you  for  the 
ready  and  full  manner  in  which  your  Lordship  has  exonerated  me  from  the  suspicion  of 
enoomniging  the  enlistiwnt  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
At  the  same  time  it  is  not  without  regret  that  I  perceive  the  charge  still  persevered  in 
against  the  <5overmnentnof  the  United  States.  If  I  understand  your  Lordship  aright,  it  is 
now  affirmed  that  because  the  Goverament  offers  large  bounties  on  enlistment  in  the 
United  States,  and  because  British  subjects  in  the  United  States,  tempted  by  these  bounties, 
da  occasionally  enlist,  therefore  your  Lordship  is  justified  in  having  affirmed,  in  your  foimer 
note,  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  systematically  and  in  disregard  of  the 
comity  of  nations,  induced  them  to  enlist.  As  well  might  I,  in  my  turn,  in  view  of  the 
fr*equent  applications  made  to  me  to  procure  the  discharge  of  citizens  ,of  the  United  States 
who  have  been  tempted  in  the  same  manner  to  enlist  in  Her  Majesty's  service  in  this 
kingdom,  assume  the  existence  of  a  similar  policy.  Further  than  the  presence  of  a 
,general  offer  I  do  not  perceive  that  your  Lordship's  reference  to  the  action  of  Mr.  Seward, 
of  which  I  am  not  in  a  situation  to  speak  authoritatively,  appears  to  extend.  Further 
tbrni  this,  I  must  still  continue  to  disclaim  the  belief  in  the  existence  of  any  systematic 
policy,  as  well  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
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No.  21. 

Earl  Ru8$eU  to  Lard  Lyons. 

(Extract)  Foreign  Office,  January  28, 1863. 

I  HAVE  to  state  to  your  Lordship  that  I  lately  received  from  Mr.  Adams  some 

Eapers  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  *'  Alabama,"  which  Mr.  Adams  informed  me  he 
ad  been  instructed  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 

These  papers  contain  accounts  of  the  various  captures  made  by  the  "  Alabama/'  bat 
they  do  not  appear  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  affect  in  any  way  the  principles  of 
international  law  applicable  to  that  ship,  upon  which  the  answers  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  the  demands  of  the  United  States*  Government  in  this  case  have  been  framei 
Some  of  the  Memorialists  pray  that  the  United  States'  Government  will  so  order  their 
naval  force  as  to  prevent  the  captures  made  by  the  "  Alabama."  That  is  undoubtedly  the 
remedy  for  the  evU  of  which  the  Memorialists  complain,  but  it  is,  of  coarse,  one  with  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  no  concern. 

There  is  also  an  allegation  that  the  crew  of  the  **  Alabama"  are  partly,  or  mainly, 
composed  of  British  subjects.  If  this  be  so,  these  persons  are  acting  m  violation  of  the 
Queen's  Proclamation,  anjl  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act ;  but,  unfortunately,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  upon  this  subject  maintained  by  Mr.  Seward,  in  his  note  to  your 
Lordship  in  the  case  of  the  '*  Sunbeam."* 

No.  22. 

Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  February  14,  1863. 

I  HAD  a  conversation  a  few  days  ago  with  Mr.  Adams  on  the  subject  of  the 
•^Alabama.'* 

It  did  not  appear  that  his  Government  desired  to  carry  on  the  controversy  on 
this  subject  from  Washington;  they  rather  left  the  conduct  of  the  argument  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

On  a  second  point,  however,  namely,  whether  the  law  with  respect  to  equipment  of 
vessels  for  hostile  purposes  might  be  improved,  Mr.  Adams  said  that  his  Government  were 
ready  to  listen  to  any  propositions  Her  Majesty *s  Government  had  to  make,  but  they  did 
not  see  how  their  own  law  on  this  subject  could  be  improved. 

I  said  that  the  Cabinet  had  come  to  a  similar  conclusion;  so  that  no  further 
proceedings  need  be  taken  at  present  on  this  subject. 

lam,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


*  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Stuart. 

Sr,  Department  ofState,  Waekmgtofh  Noffember  1%  1861 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledg^e  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  9th  instant,  which  relates  to  the  case  of 
certain  seamen  captured  on  board  of  the  British  steamer  **  Sunbeam,*'  in  her  attempt  to  violate  the  blockade. 

Those  seamen,  in  the  protest  which  accompanied  your  note,  say,  that  while  they  were  in  this  city,  frien^esi 
and  penniless,  every  inducement  was  held  out  to  them  by  Acting  Master  and  ex-ofiicer  Rogers,  of  the  United 
States*  cruizer  *'  Georgia,'*  to  join  the  American  navy  or  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States,  which  indaee- 
ments  they  strenuously  opposed,  preferring  rather  protection,  and,  if  unavoidable,  privations,  under  the  British 
€ag. 

Upon  this  statement  you  request  me  to  cause  instructions  tb  be  issued  to  prevent  tfae  exercise  of  any  similar 
pressure  upon  British  subjects  who  may  be  captured  for  any  alleged  intention  to  violate  the  blockade. 

Having  taken  the  President's  instructions  upon  the  subject  I  have  now  to  reply  that  the  case,  as  presented  bj 
the  seamen,  does  not  seem  to  me  to  warrant  the  complaint  that  a  pressure  of  any  lund  was  made  upon  the  seamsD 
of  the  "  Sunbeam.*'  The  term  "  every  inducement"  is,  indeed,  very  vague  ;  but  it  certainly  does  not  comprehend 
duress,  force,  menace,  intimidation,  bribery,  falsehood,  or  even  deceitful  propositions.  The  seamen  are  understood 
to  have  been  free  men  without  occupation,  except  the  unlawful  and  forbidden  one  which  had  just  then  failed  them. 
They  were  needy,  and,  it  seems  to  me,  that  they  could  well  have  complained  of  severity  and  harshness  i^  being 
disposed,  they  had  been  refused  permission  to  enter  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  availy  &0. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
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NORTH   AMERICA. 

No.  4.    (1864.) 

COMMUNICATIONS 

BETWEEN  THE 

i 

COLLECTOR  OF    CUSTOMS   AT  LIVERPOOL 

AND 

MESSRS.   KLINGENDER   AND   CO. 

EESPECTINO 

SHIPMENT    OF    GUNS 

ON  BOARD  THE 

"GIBRALTAR." 


(In  continuation  of  Papers  respecting  the  vessel  "  Gibraltar, 
presented  to  Parliament  in  July  1863.) 
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Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty. 

1864. 
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Communications  between  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  Liverpool 
and  Messrs.  Klingender  and  Co.  respecting  shipment  of 
Guns  on  board  the  "  Gibraltar/' 


No.  1. 
Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Hamilton. 


Sir,  Foreign  Office,  February  24,  1864. 

IN  the  letter  from  Messrs.  Klingender  and  Co.  of  Liverpool,  to  Captain 
T.  A.  Blakeley,  in  London,  dated  Liverpool,  June  26,  1863,  which  was  published  at  page  8 
of  the  Papers  headed  '^  Vessel  '  Gibraltar,' "  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
month  of  July  1863,  the  following  passage  occurs: — '^This  action  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  is  based  upon  the  suspicion  that  ultimately  your  fort  guns  may  find 
their  way  into  the  Southern  Confederacy ;  the  Collector"  (i.e.,,  the  Collector  of  Her  Majesty's 
Customs  at  Liverpool),  *^  in  reply  to  our  question,  having  informed  us  that,  if  the  fort  guns* 
were  for  the  Federal  or  Northern  Government,  no  obstacles  would  be  placed  in  the  way 
of  their  being  shipped ;  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  such  shipments  to  New  York  were 
of  common  occurrence." 

As  this  passage  has  been  twice  quoted  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  has  received  no 
contradiction.  Lord  Russell  requests  that  you  will  move  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury  to  have  the  goodness  to  ascertain  from  the  Collector  of  Customs  of 
Liverpool  whether  this  statement  correctly  represents  what  he  said  to  Messrs.  Klingender 
and  Co.,  and  if  not,  what  he  really  did  say. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  HAMMOND. 


.  No.  2. 
Mr.  Hamilton  to  Mr.  Hammond. — {Received  February  29.) 

Sir,  Treasury  Chambers^  February  29,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  your  letter  of  24th  ultimo,  I  am  commanded  by  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  Report 
dated  27th  ultimo,*  from  the  Commissioners  of  Customs,  and  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Price 
Edwards,  Collector  of  Customs  at  Liverpool,  dated  26th  ultimo,  relating  to  a  statement 
alleged  to  have  been  made  by  him  in  regard  to  the  shipment  of  guns  on  board  the  ship 
*' Gibraltar,"  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  state  to  Earl  Russell,  with  reference  to 
Mr.  Edwards's  letter,  that  it  appears  to  this  Board  to  correct  the  wrong  interpretation  put 
upon  Mr.  Edwards'  statement  by  Mr,  Klingender. 

I  am  to  observe  that  at  the  time  of  the  conversation  a  clearance  had  been  refused  to 
the  '*  Gibraltar,''  because  it  was  supposed  that  guns  were  about  to  be  placed  in  her,  not  as 
merchandize,  but  as  part  of  her  armament,  and  intended  to  be  used  by  her  in  hostilities ; 
the  refusal  of  the  clearance  being,  however,  only  maintained  pending  further  explanation. 

In  this  state  of  things  Mr.  KJingender  inquired  from  Mr.  Edwards  whether  there  * 
would  be  any  objection  to  the  shipment  of  such  guns  to  New  York. 

The  meaning  attached  to  this  question  by  Mr.  Edwards  appears  to  have  been  that  it 
related  to  guns  shipped  as  merchandize,  and  not  as  part  of  an  armament  of  a  vessel  of 
war,  and  he  accordingly  replied  that  there  would  be  no  objection,  adding,  that  such  ship- 
ments to  New  York  were  of  common  occurrence. 

[162] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2 

As  soon  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  was  satisfied  that  the  guns  in  question  were 
not  and  could  not  be  intended  to  form  part  of  the  armament  of  the  **  Gibraltar,"  the 
clearance  was  immediately  granted. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEO.  A.  HAMILTON. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Gardner  to  Mr.  Hamilton. 


Sir,  Custom-House,  February  ^7,  1854. 

WITH  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  I  am  desired  to  transmit  to  you 
herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury, 
copy  of  a  Report,  with  its  inclosure,  which  the  Board  have  received  from  their  Collector  at 
Liverpool  with  respect  to  a  statement  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  him  concerning  the 
shipment  of  guns  in  the  "  Gibraltar,"  and  referred  to  in  page  8  of  the  Parliamentary  Return 
dated  20th  July,  1863,  No.  461. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  G.  GARDNER. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Edwards  to  the  Commissioners  of  Customs. 

Honourable  Sirs,  Custom-House,  Liverpooly  February  26,  1864. 

I  HAVE  this  morning  received  your  order  of  the  25th  instant,  inclosing  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Foreign  Ofiice  dated  the  24th  instant,  respecting  a  statement 
alleged  to  have  been  made  by  me  concerning  the  shipment  of  guns  on  the  ''Gibraltar," 
and  directing  me  to  report  whether  the  statement  correctly  represents  what  I  said  to 
Messrs.  KHngender  and  Co.,  and  if  not,  what  I  really  did  say. 

I  beg  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  your  order  of  the  15th  June  last,  I  called 
upon  Messrs.  Klingender  and  Co.  for  an  explanation  as  to  the  necessity  of  and  reason  for 
placing  the  guns  and  gun-carriages  on  board  the  ship  in  question,  and  placed  a  stop  in  the 
clearing  of  the  ship  until  further  orders.  In  consequence  of  this,  Mr.  Klingender  and  his 
solicitor  called  upon  me,  and,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  inquired  whether  there  would 
be  any  objection  to  the  shipment  of  such  guns  to  New  York ;  before  replying  to  the  ques- 
tion, I  sent  for  the  principal  Office  Searcher,  whose  Report  I  annex,  and  ascertained  from 
him  that  shipment  of  all  kinds  of  arms  and  guns  to  New  York  was  continuaily  going  on, 
and  I  then  answered  thei*e  would  be  no  objection  to  the  exportation  of  such  guns  to  New 
York. 

I  may  add  that  shipments  of  this  kind  to  New  York  have  been  continually  going  on 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war  between  the  Federal  and  Confederate  States,  and  that 
on  the  16th  last  February  I  transmitted  to  Sir  Thomas  Fremantle,  for  the  information  of 
the  War  Office,  an  account  of  the  shipment  of  arms,  &c.,  to  America,  showing  the  quan- 
tity, description,  and  value.  No  opinion  was  given  by  me  as  to  ,the  facility  of  shipping 
arms,  either  for  the  Federal  or  Confederate  Government,  as  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  refer- 
ence to  the  ultimate  destination  of  the  goods,  but  merely  to  reply  to  an  inquiry  whether 
they  could  be  shipped  to  New  York ;  nevertheless  the  inference  was  a  very  natural  one, 
that  if  arms  were  forwarded  to  New  York,  they  would  be  for  the  use  of  the  Federal 
Government ;  and  hence,  possibly,  Mr.  Klingender,  whom  1  have  not  seen  since,  and  of 
whom  I  had  no  knowledge  previously,  may  hiave  formed  his  conclusions.  I  herewith 
return  the  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  Foreign  Office. 

(Signed)  S.  PRICE  EDWARDS. 
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Inclosure  3  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Goold  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

Sir,  Searcher's  Office^  February  26,  1864. 

I  BEG  to  state  that  I  remember  being  asked  by  you^  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hall, 
Attorney,  who  had  called  to  make  inquiries  respecting  the  shipment  of  two  guns  on  board 
the  vessel  "  Gibraltar/'  whether  arms  were  shipped  to  New  York,  to  which  I  replied  that 
they  were. 

An  account  of  the  number  and  value  of  rifles  exported  to  ports  in  the  Upited  States 
of  America  during  the  year  1862,  and  openly  cleared  as  arms,  was  forwarded  to  the  Board 
on  the  16th  February,  1863. 

I  beg  to  add  that  arms  and  other  munitions  of  war  are  still  being  shipped  to  the 
United  States. 

(Signed)  H.  GOOLD,  Assistant  Surveyor. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m 
a: 

H 
O 

m 


r 


o 

> 
o 


o 


\ 


r 


00  s 


9 


O 


3. 

1 

?!• 

• 

g 

•0 

5- 

S 

s 

s. 

I 

*T3 

r*- 

fiT 

0 

■g 

? 

3 

2^ 

S 

3 

•c 

ft 

« 

0 

0 

c* 

5' 

5* 

^ 

p 

*♦ 

*< 

^^ 

00 

*• 

O) 

s 

C6 
0 

CO 

1. 

rdq 


—  a. 


!:^  id 
?   H 

00  n 

O)    g 

> 


tt  o  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NORTH  AMERICA. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


RBSPBCTING 


IRON-CLAD    VESSELS 


BUILMNG   AT 


BIRKENHEAD. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty. 

1864. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED    BY    HARRISON    AND   30N8. 
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Correspondenee  respecting  Iron-clad  Vessels  building  at 

Birkenhead. 


No.  1. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  R'usselL^^{Received  July  11,  5*45  rmO 

My  Lord,  Legation,  of  the  United  States,  July  1 1,  1863. 

IT  is  with  unaflPected  r^ret  that  I  perform  the  duty  incumbent  on  me,  as,  the 
B^resentative  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  of  laying  before  you  copies  of  a 
letter  firom  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  and  of  four  depositions,  all 
intended  to  show  a  determined  perseverance  in  the  same  acts  of  hostility  at  the  port  of 
liverpodl,  which  have  formed  the  subject  of  my  remonstrances  almost  from  the  day  that  I 
had  the  honour  first  to  occupy  this  post. 

In  many  preceding  communications  I  have  endeavoured  to  set  forth  the  facts  which 
^pear  to  me  to  prove  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  the  establishment  on  the  part  of  the 
insurgents  in  the  United  States  of  a  systematic  plan  of  warfare  upon  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  carried  on  from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  as  well  as  in  less  degree  from  other 
ports  of  this  kingdom.  In  this  poUcy,  the  persons  who  have  been  sent  out,  and  have  acted 
as  agents,  have  received  the  aid  and  effective  co-operation  of  numbers  of  Her  Majesty^s 
subjects.  The  results  of  this  conduct  have  been  felt  in  the  dispatch  of  numbers  of  steam- 
vessels  laden  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  of  every  description,  together  with  other 
supplies  well  adapted  to  procrastinate  the  struggle,  with  the  purpose  of  breaking  a 
blockade  legitimately  estabUsbed,  and  fully  recognized  by  Her  Majesty  in  the  proclamation 
issued  by  her  forbidding  all  such  acts.  It  is  needless  to  point  out  to  your  Lordship  how 
exclusively  this  business  has  been  carried  on  by  British  subjects  in  British  vessels,  and  how 
much  the  burden  of  the  war  has  been  increased  by  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a 
corresponding  naval  force  on  the  ocean  in  order  to  suppress  it.  Nor  yet  will  I  enlarge 
upon  the  use  to  which  the  British  Islands  of  Bermuda  and  New  Providence  have  been  put 
by  British  subjects,  as  convenient  points  for  the  storing  of  all  these  supplies  to  the  end 
that  they  may  be  more  easily  dispatched  to  their  illegal  destination. 

But  not  satisfied  with  the  aid  thus  obtained,  the  next  step  of  the  agents  alluded  to 
has  been  to  enlist  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  British  subjects  in  constructing  for  their  use 
steam-vessels  expressly  adapted  to  the  object  of  carrying  on  war  against  the  commerce  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  extent  to  which  this  has  been  actually  procured 
has  been  made  visible  to  your  Lordship  in  the  various  remonstrances  heretofore  presented 
by  myself  to  your  attention,  unhappily  too  little  heeded  to  securer  prevention,  and  still 
more  by  the  fact,  that  for  all  the  vessels  now  on  the  ocean  engaged  in  the  work  of  depreda- 
tion on  the  commerce  of  th6  United  States,  British  subjects  must  be  held  responsible  in 
regard  to  their  construction,  equipment,  manning,  and  outfit. 

Furthermore,  it  appears  that  the  aforesaid  agents,  under  express  instructions  fi*om  the 
so-called  authorities  of  the  insurgents,  who  soon  fell  short  in  the  pecuniary  means  to 
conduct  their  extensive  warhke  operations,  have  solicited  the  assistance  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  in  this  kingdom  in  advancing  to  them  the  funds  to  be  appropriated  to  their  objects. 
The  purpose  of  this  application  to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  people  of  the  United  States 
with  the  means  thus  raised  was  distinctly  declared.  To  that  end  a  loan  of  3,000,000/. 
sterling  was  proposed.  That  negotiation  was  entered  into,  and  the  means  have  actually 
been  obtained  in  a  great  measure  from  the  contributions  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects. 

Thus  it  is  manifest  that  all  of  those  things  denominated  the  sinews  of  war,  to  wit, 
men  and  money,  ships,  arms,  gunpowder,  and  supplies,  have  been  continuously  furnished  by 
Her  Majesty's  subjects  almost  from  the  beginning  of  the  contest.     A  war  has  thus  been 
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practically  conducted  by  a  portion  of  her  people  against  a  Government  with  which  Her 
Majesty  is  under  the  most  solemn  of  all  national  engagements  to  preserve  a  lasting  and 
durable  peace. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  in  the  meantime  tried  not  to  be  wanting  in 
performing  the  obligations  incumbent  upon  it  as  a  friend  of  Great  Britain.  In  every  parti- 
'  cular  in  which  it  has  been  called  upon  in  a  suitable  manner,  it  has  laboured  promptly  to 
naeet  and  satisfy  every  just  cause  of  complaint.  So  far  as  possible,  consistently  with  the 
difficulties  in  which  it  has  been  placed,  it  has  assiduously  striven  to  cultivate  the  most  kindly 
relations.  It  has  been,  therefore,  with  the  greatest  r^;ret  that  it  has  been  compelled  to 
feel  itself  the  innocent  object  of  a  d^ree  of  active  malevolence  from  a  portion  of  H«r 
Majesty's  subjects  which  has  largely  contributed  to  aggravate  the  severity  of  its  trials.  The 
fact  that  the  aid  extended  to  this  rebellion  has  had  its  source  almost  exclusively  from  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  is  made  too  notorious  by  the  events  of  the  struggle  to  need  to  be  further 
enlarged  upon. 

In  making  this  representation  I  do  not  intend  to  be  understood  as  implying  the  smallest 
disposition  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  any  way  to  sanction,  or  even  to 
tolerate,  the  proceedings  complained  of.  On  the  contrary,  I  cheerfully  record  my  convic- 
tion that  they  condemn  them  as  practically  infringements  of  international  obUgations, 
which  it  is  their  desire  to  prevent  with  all  the  means  under  then*  conirol.  Fruitless  as 
have  been  the  greater  part  of  the  remonstrances  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  make,  I 
am  well  aware  that  the  causes  assigned  for  it  do  not  relate  to  the  want  of  will  so  much  as 
to  the  absence  of  power  in  the  existing  laws  to  reach  a  remedy.  But,  admitting  this  to  be 
case,  if  an  injury  be  inflicted  upon  an  innocent  friendly  nation,  it  surely  cannot  be  a  satis* 
factory  reply  to  its  complaints  to  say  that  the  Government  having  the  will,  is  not  also 
clothed  with  the  necessBry  powers  to  make  reparation  for  the  past  and  eflfect  prevention 
for  the  future. 

Having  thus  acquitted  myself  of  the  painful  duty  of  recapitulating  the  points  I  am 
instructed  by  my  Government  to  present,  I  now  have  the  honour  to  solicit  your  attention 
to  the  evidence  of  the  last  and  gravest  act  of  intentional  hostility  yet  committed.  It  is 
the  construction  and  equipment  of  a  steam- vessel  of  war,  of  the  most  formidable  kind  now 
known,  in  the  port  of  Liverpool.  All  the  appliances  of  British  skill  to  the  arts  of  destruc- 
tion appear  to  have  been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  doing  injury  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  The  very  construction  of  such  a  vessel  in  a  country  itself  in  a  state  of 
profound  peace,  without  any  explanation  of  the  objects  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied,  is  calculated 
to  excite  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  those  involved  in  a  contest  where  only  it  could  be 
expected  to  be  made  of  use.  But  when  it  further  appears  that  it  is  constructed  by  parties 
who  have  been  already  proved  to  have  furnished  one  vessel  of  war  to  the  insurgents  in 
America,  and  who  are  now  shown  to  be  acting  in  co-operation  with  their  well-known 
agents  on  the  spot  in  the  preparation  of  that  now  in  question,  it  is  not  unnatural  that  such 
proceedings  should  be  regarded  by  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  with 
the  greatest  alarm,  as  virtually  tantamount  to  a  participation  in  the  war  by  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  to  a  degree  which,  if  not  seasonably  prevented,  cannot  fail  to  endanger  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  both  countries.  I  trust  I  need  not  assure  your  Lordship  how  deeply 
concerned  is  the  Government  which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent  in  the  view  of  any 
such  possibility,  and  how  earnestly  it  hopes  that  Her  Majesty's  Government,  having  the 
will,  may  find  itself  likewise  vested  with  the  needful  powers  to  guard  against  any  such 
occurrence. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  1. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  United  States*  Consulate  Liverpool,  July  8,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  an  application  by  me  made  yesterday 
to  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  Liverpool,  to  stop  the  iron-clad  ram  building  for  the 
insurgents  in  the  United  States  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  at  Birkenhead,  and  launched  from 
their  yard  on  Saturday  last.  Also  copies  of  William  H.  Russell's,  Joseph  Ellis',  Clarence 
R.  Yonge's,  G.  T.  Chapman's,  and  my  own  affidavits,  upon  which  the  application  was 
based.     The  affidavits  were  made  before,  and  the  originals  left  with,  the  said  Collector. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
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Inclosure  2  in  No.  I. 
Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

I,  THE  Undersigned,  Thoraas  Haines  Dudley,  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America 
for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies,  do  hereby  apply  to  you  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  seize  and  detain  an  iron-clad  vessel-of-war 
launched  from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.  at  Birkenhead  on  the  4th  day  of 
July  instant,  and  now  lying  at  Birkenhead  aforesaid  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture, 
with  all  the  materials,  arms,  ammunition  and  stores  which  may  belong  to  or  be  on  board 
of  the  said  vessel,  pursuant  to  the  power  given  to  you  in  that  behalf  by  the  7th  section 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament  59  Geo.  HI,  c.  69,  on  the  ground  that  such  vessel  is  being 
equipped,  furnished,  fitted  out,  and  armed,  in  order  that  such  vessel  shall  be  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  persons  assuming  to  exercise  the  power  of  Government,  and  called  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  and  with  the  intent  to  cruize  and  commit  hostilities  against 
the  Government  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  which  Government 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  is  not  now  at  war. 

July  7,  1863. 

(Signed)  T.  H.  DUDLEY. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  1 . 

Depositions. 

WE,  William  Hayden  Russell,  of  Brooklyn,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  master  mariner,  now  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in 
England,  and  Joseph  Ellis,  of  No.  161,  Athol  Street,  in  Liverpool  aforesaid,  master 
shipwright,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : — 

1.  I,  the  said  William  Hayden  Russell,  for  myself  say:  I  have  been  in  command  of 
American  merchant-vessels  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and  for  the  last  eighteen  years  I  have 
commanded  packet-ships  trading  between  New  York  and  Liverpool.  I  have  frequently 
been  on  board  British  and  American  vessels  of  war  of  all  classes,  and  I  am  well  acquainted 
with  their  mode  of  construction. 

2.  I,  the  said  Joseph  Ellis,  for  myself,  say  I  have  been  regularly  brought  up  to  the 
business  of  a  shipwright,  and  I  have  assisted  in  the  construction  of  iron-clad  vessels  of 
war. 

3.  And  we,  the  said  William  Hayden  Russell  and  Joseph  ElKs,  for  ourselves,  say  as 
follows :  On  Saturday  last,  the  4th  day  of  July  instant,  we  were  present  in  the  shipbuilding 
yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.  at  Birkenhead,  when  an  iron-clad  steam-vessel  built  by  them 
was  launched. 

4.  The  vessel  in  question  was  one  of  two  iron-clad  steam-vessels,  built  alongside  of 
each  other  at  the  southern  end  of  the  yard,  and  which  appeared  to  be*  in  all  material 
respects  similar  to  each  other. 

5.  Before  the  said  vessel  was  launched  we  carefully  examined  her  externally ;  we 
walked  along  the  whole  length  of  the  vessel,  within  seven  or  eight  yards  of  her,  and  saw 
the  whole  structure  of  the  vessel  from  the  keel  upwards. 

6.  The  said  vessel  is,  to  the  best  of  our  judgment,  about  two  hundred  and  thirty  feet 
long,  with  from  thirty-eight  to  forty  feet  beam.  She  is  covered  with  iron  plates  from  the 
point  of  a  ram  or  piercer  projecting  from  her  stem  to  within  about  twenty  feet  from  her 
stem.  We  saw  an  iron  plate  which  one  of  the  foremen  in  the  yard  informed  us  was 
prepared  for  the  other  of  the  said  iron-clad  vessels,  and  similar  to  the  plat^  upon  the 
vessel  which  we  saw  launched.  The  thickness  of  such  plate  was  about  four  and  a-half 
inches.  The  iSaid  vessel  had  a  space  at  the  stem  covered  over  with  an  iron-plated  house 
of  great  strength,  and  there  was  a  larger  space  forward,  apparently  intended  for  a  forecastle, 
which  was  also  covered  with  a. similar  iron-house. 

7.  The  ram  or  piercer  which  we  have  mentioned  is  a  prolongation  of  the  stem  of  the 
vessel  projecting  about  seven  feet  from  a  perpendicular  line  drawn  from  the  upper  part  of 
the  stem.  It  is  of  immense  strength,  and  is  so  placed  that  when  the  vessel  is  in  sea-going 
trim,  with  her  engines  and  stores  on  board,  the  upper  part  of  it  would  be,  as  far  as  we  can 
judge,  two  or  three  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  water. 

8.  On  the  quay  near  the  said  vessel,  and  also  in  Messrs.  Laird  and  Go's,  yard, 
we  saw  two  circular  iron  turrets  in  the  course  of  construction,  such  as  would  be  used  for 
carrying  turret  guns  on  board  such  a  vessel.  The  diameter  of  each  of  these  turrets,  as  well 
as  we  could  judge  was  about  twenty  feet.    The  frames  of  these  turrets  were  of  iron,  of 
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great  strength,  placed  about  fifteen  inches  apart  fix>m  each  other^  and  they  were  evidently 
prepared  to  receive  planking  and  iron  plating. 

9.  The  said  vessl  was  built  in  all  respects  as  aa  iron^dad  vessel  of  war,  and  is  armed 
as  above-mentioned  with  a  projecting  ram  or  piercer,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  and 
sinking  other  vessels.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  tiie  said  vessel  is  an  iron-clad 
Tam  of  the  most  formidable  descriptibn,  and  cannot  be  intended  for  any  purpose  but  that  of 

(Signed)  W.  H.  RUSSELL. 

JOSEPH  ELLIS. 

The  same  William  Hayden  Russell  and  Joseph  Ellis  were  severally  sworn  at  Liverpool 
m  tbe  County  of  Lancaster,  the  7th  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
thiee. 

Before  me, 
(Signed)  S.  Pricb  Edwards,  Collector^  LiverpooL 


Clarence  Randolph  Yonge,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
late  Paymaster  on  board  the  steamer  *'  Alabama,"  formerly  called  *'  the  290,'*  built  by 
William  and  John  Laird  and  Co.  at  Birkenhead,  makes  oath  and  says : — I  know  Captain 
James  D.  Bullock,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  the  United  States,  now  residing  at  Waterloo, 
near  Liverpool,  in  England.  He  is  a  Commander  in  the  Navy  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States  of  America ;  his  business  in  England  is  superintending  the  building  of  iron-clads  and 
other  war  vessels  for  the  Confederate  States.  In  the  autumn  of  1861  Captain  Bullock 
came  from  England  to  Savannah,  Georgia,  in  the  England  steamer  "  FingaL"  At  that 
time  I  was  in  the  Naval  Paymaster's  Office  in  Savannah^  Georgia,  under  the  Confederate 
Government.  Previous  to  Captain  Bullock  leaving  England,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  he 
had  contracted  for  two  steamers  for  the  Confederate  Government,  one  called  the  ''Oreto," 
now  called  the  "  Florida,"  built  by  William  C.  Miller  and  Sous,  of  Liverpool ;  the  other 
''  the  290,''  afterwards  called  the  *'  Eureka,"  and  now  called  the  "  Alabama,"  built  by  the 
Messrs.  Laird  at  Birkenhead.  Captain  Bullock  was  about  to  return  to  England  to  look 
aftar  the  completion  of  these  steamers  and  to  assume  command  of  the  "  Alabama,"  and 
wanted  some  one  to  accompany  him.  I  was  recommended  by  the  Paymaster  at  Savannah 
to  Captain  Bullock.  I  was  then  released  by  the  Paymaster  from  my  engagement,  and  was 
subsequently  appointed  by  Captain  Bullock,  under  the  written  authority  of  S.  R.  Mallory, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  a  Paymaster  in  the  Confederate  Navy, 
and  assigned  to  the  steamer  '*  Alabama,"  We  sailed  for  England  in  the  steamer  ''Annie 
Chikis»"  commanded  by  Captain  William  Hammer,  from  Wilmington,  North  Carolina, 
about  the  5th  day  of  February,  1862.  Captain  James  D.  Bullock,  Lieutenant  John  Law, 
Midshipmen  Eugene  Maffitt  and  E.  M.  Anderson,  and  myself,  came  over  in  tiie  "  Childs." 
Law,  Maffitt,  and  Andersoa  are  now  on  the  '^Alabama.'*  We  arrived  at  Liverpool  about 
the  nth  March,  1862.  I  continued  as  Paymaster  in  the  Confederate  Na^-y  from  the  time 
of  my  appointment  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  up  to  the  time  of  my  leaving  the  steamer 
''Alabama"  at  Port  Royal  in  January,  1863.  I  went  out  in  the  ''Alabama'*  when  she 
sailed  from  England  on  the  29th  of  July,  1862,  as  Paymaster,  and  acted  as  such  on  said 
vessel  up  to  the  time  of  my  leaving  her  as  aforesaid.  Previous  to  our  leaving  Wilmington 
in  February  I  acted  as  clerk  to  Cj^tain  Bullock,  and  attended  to  his  correspondence  with  the 
Confederate  Government  and  others,  and  from  this  correspondence  and  other  circumstances,! 
know  that  he  is  a  Commander  in  the  Confederate  Navy,  that  he  had  contracted  for  building  the 
two  vessels  now  called  the  '^  Florida !'  and  '*  Alabama,"  for  the  Confederate  Government  afore- 
said, and  was  and  is  their  acknowledged  agent  for  building  and  fitting  out  naval  or  war  vessels 
for  the  so-called  Confederate  Government  to  cruize  against  and  to  make  war  upon  the 
Government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  I  wrote  letters  for  Captain  Bullock  (which 
he  signed)  to  Mr.  Mallory,  the  Secretary  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  and  saw  letters  fiom 
the  Secretary  to  Captain  Bullock.  There  was  much  correspondence  about  building  the 
two  above- named  and  other  war  vessels  in  England  for  the  Confederate  Government,  and 
about  the  money  to  pay  for  the  same  and  those  thereafter  to  be  built  in  England.  From 
this  correspondence,  and  my  transactions  afterwards  with  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenholm, 
and  Co.,  of  Liverpool*  I  learned  that  Lieutenant  James  H.  North  had  been  sent  over  to 
England  by  the  Confederate  GovernmCTt  to  make  contracts  in  England  for  building  and 
fitting  out  iron-ckd  vessels  for  said  Confederate  Government  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
■aittiBg  acts  of  hostility  against  and  making  war  upon  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  United  Statea.  Captain  Bullock  was  directed  by  Mr.  MaUory,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Confederate  Navy,  in  the  correspondence  to  which  I  have  reficrmd^  to  akl  Lieutenant  North, 
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and  assist  him  in  getting  up  and  making  contracts  for  building  and  fitting  out  these  iron- 
dad  vessels  in  England. 

When  we  came  over  to  England,  it  was. understood  by  myself  and  the  other  officers 
who  accompanied  us  that  Captain  Bullock  was  to  have  the  command  of  the  *' Alabama," 
which  was  then  building  by  the  Lairds  at  Birkenhead,  and  I  was  to  go  in  her  as  Paymaster. 
I  came  over  for  this  express  purpose.  From  the  time  of  my  coming  to  England,  in  March 
1862,  until  I  sailed  in  the  "Alabama,"  on  the  29th' of  July^  1862,  my  principal  business 
was  to  pay  the  officers  of  the  Confederate  Navy  who  were  over  here  in-England  and  attached  to 
the  *'  Alabama,"  sent  here  to  join  and  sail  in  her  when  finished.  I  used  to  pay  them  monthly, 
about  the  1st  of  the  month,  at  the  office  of  Eraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.,  in  LiverpooJ.  I 
drew  the  money  for  that  purpose  from  this  firm.  *  Captain  Bullock  kept  all  his  papers  at 
Eraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.'s,  and  transacted  his  business  in  one  of  the  private  offices  of  this 
firm.  I  was  in  the  habit  during  my  stay  in  Liverpool  of  visiting  this  office  very  frequently, 
almost  every  day,  and  saw,  heard  and  knew  what  was  being  done  and  going  on.  I  also 
made  visits  to  Lairds*  yard  in  Birkenhead,  where  the  •'  Alabama  "  was  building.  Saw 
Captain  Bullock  there  at  times  in  the  yard  with  the  Lairds.  I  also  saw  the  Lairds  at 
Eraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.'s  office  with  Captain  Bullock.  On  one  of  the  occasions  of  my 
visit  to  Captain  Bullock,  at  Eraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.'s  office  in  Liverpool,  I  made  for 
him  a  copy  of  the  original  contract  between  himself  and  the  firm  of  William  and  John 
Laird  and  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  for  building  the  *'  Alabama."  This  copy  I  had  with  .me 
while  I  was  serving  as  Paymaster  on  that  ship,  and  it  was  lefl  on  that  vessel  by  me.  £ 
also  frequently  made  copies  of  other  papers,  &C.5  for  Captain  Bullock.  Before  we  sailed  in 
the  "  Alabama,"  1  saw  the  plans,  drawings,  and  specifications  made  and  furnished  by  the 
firm  of  *William  and  John  Laird  and  Co.,  for  building  the  iron-clad  rams  for  the  so-called 
Confederate  Government.  I  think  it  was  in  the  month  of  June  1862  ;  it  was  in  the  office 
of  Eraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.,  in  Liverpool.  Captain  Bullock  had  them.  .  Mr.  Ereeman, 
the  chief  engineer  on  the  '*  Alabama,"  and  several  other  officers  were  there  with  mysdf 
and  Captain  Bullock  examining  them.  A  set  of  plans  and  specifications  for  building  these 
iron-clad  rams  had  been  previously  sent  over  to  Richmond  fi)r  the  approval  of  the 
Confederate  Government.  The  Messrs.  Laird  had  some  doubts  whether  the  British 
Government  would  permit  them  to  build  and  fi^t  out  the  vessels  with  tower  or  turrets  on 
them,  and  were  going  to  Ascertain  through  the  Mr.  Laird  who  was  a  Member  of  Parliament 
whether  they  would  be  permitted  to  do  so. 

After  we  left  Liverpool,  Mr.  Lowe  told  me  the  keel  for .  one  of  these  iron-clad  rams 
had  been  laid  by  the  Lairds  at  their  yard  before  we  sailed,  which  was  afterwards 
con-oborated  by  Mr.  Ereeman,  the  chief  engineer  of  the  "  Alabama,'^  who  stated  to  me 
that  he  had  been  over  to  the  yard  and  seen  it. 

Captain  Bullock  had  made  himself  so  useful  and  efficient  in  building  war-vessels  in 
&igland  that  the  Confederate  Government  was  not  willing  for  him  to  take  command  of 
the  *'  Alabama,"  but  required  him  to  remain  and  superintend  the  building  and  fitting-out 
of  the  iron-clads  to  be  built  by  the  Lairds  and  others  in  England.  I  learned  this  from 
himself.  He  told  me  that  he  had  been  ordered  by  the  Navy  Department  to  remain,  to 
look  after  and  superintend  the  building  of  these  very  iron-clads.  He  is  very  anxious  to 
have  command  of  a  vessel,  and  expected  in  the  first  place  to  have  the  "  Oreto,"  then  to 
have  the  '*  Alabama.*'  He  told  me  just  before  I  left  he  would  not  let  all  of  the  iron-dads 
slip  through  his  hands  as  the  *'  Oreto"  and  ''Alabama"  had. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  I  went  to  the  ship-yard  of 
William  and  John  Laird  and  Co.,  at  Birkenhead.  In  the  southerly  part  of  the  yard,  under 
the  sheds,  side  by  side,  saw  two  iron-clad  ram  steamers  which  they  are  building  there.  I 
believe  them  to  be  the  same  that  I  saw  on  the  plans  and  orawings  made  by  the 
Messrs.  Laird,  and  in  possession  of  Captain  Bullock,  at  the  office  of  Eraser,  Trenholm^  and 
Co.  hereinbefore  mentioned.    I  have  not  the  least  doubt  ^ouk  the  matter. 

(Signed)  CLARENCE  R.  YONGE. 

Sworn  before  me   at  the  Custom-house   in   Liverpool,  this  ^xth   day   of  April, 
one  thoBsaoid  eight  bondred  and  sixty-three. 
(Signed)  S.  Pjucb  Edwards. 


I,  George  Temple  Chapman,  of  I^w  York,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  but  now 
at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  gentleman^  mi^e  oath^^and  say  as  follows : — 

1.  Lithe  early  part  of  the  month  of  April  last»  I  had  occasion  to  call  at  Messrs.  Eraser, 
Treifholm,  and  Co.'s  office  in  Liverpool,  to  see  Captain  Bullock,  whom  I  had  known 
formerly  .in  the  United  States. 

Captain  Bullock  was  not  in  when  I  first  called  at  the  office,  but  I  saw  Mr.  Prisleau, 
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one  of  the  partners  in  the  firm  of  Fraser^  Trenholm,  &  Co.^  and  had  some  conversation 
with  him.  In  the  conrse  of  such  converpation,  Mr.  Prisleau  told  me  that  his  firm  were 
the  financial  agents  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  that  I  might  speak  with 
him  in  perfect  safety  on  anything  connected  with  the  South,  as  the  whole  of  his  establish- 
ment were  in  the  Confederate  interest.  I  noticed  that  there  was  a  Confederate  flag  displayed 
in  the  office.  On  this  occasion  I  handed  to  Mr.  Prisleau  some  letters  which  had  been 
given  to  me  by  the  wife  of  Clarence  Randolph  Yonge,  who,  Mr.  Prisleau  told  me,  had 
been  Captain  Bullock's  Secretary,  and  afterwards  purser  of  the  '^  Alabama.*" 

2.  On  the  day  following  that  on  which  I  had  the  conversation  above-mentioaed  with 
Mr.  Prisleau,  I  called  again  at  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  and  Co.'s  office^  an'dsaw  there  Captain 
Bullock,  who  told  me  that  he  had  seen  the  letters  which  I  had  left  with  Mr.  Prisleau,  but 
that  they  were  of  no  importance,  and  that  he  never  trusted  Yonge  with  anything  important. 

Captain  Bullock  told  me  that  he  came  to  Liverpool  to  build  and  procure  ships  and 
vessels  of  war  for  the  Confederate  service.  He  referred  to  the  "  Alabama,"  and  the 
'*  Oreto  '*  or  "  Florida,"  as  two  of  the  ships  he  had  fitted  out,  and  said  that  he  was  fitting 
out  more,  but  that  he  managed  matters  so  that  he  could  defy  any  one  to  prove  that  he  was 
fitting  them  out  for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  Government. 

3.  Whilst  I  was  with  Captain  BuUock,  Lieutenant  John  Randolph  Hamilton,  son  of 
Governor  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina  (formerly  a  Lieutenant  in  the  United  States'  Navy, 
and  since  of  the  Confederate  Navy),  came  in,  and  I  recognized  him.  I  first  knew  him  at 
the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  in  the  United  States,  where  we  were  midshipmen 
together.  I  knew  him  afterwards  as  Lieutenant  in  the  United  States'  service.  He  told 
me  he  had  become  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Confederate  service,  and  that  he  came  to  Lvverpool 
by  direction  of  the  Confederate  States'  Government^  to  assist  Captain  Bullock  in  the  fitting 
out  of  vessels,  and  to  advise  Messrs.  Fraser^  Trenholm,  and  Co.,  and  to  give  him  advice 
generally  in  the  interests  of  the  Confederate  Government.  The  said  John  Randolph 
Hamilton  told  me  that  he  and  Bullock  had  a  private  office  in  Fraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co/s 
house  of  business,  and  that  the  ^'  Alabama ''  was  built  according  to  a  model  prepared  by 
Captain  BuUock,  and  that  Lairds  were  not  entitled  to  any  credit  for  that  ship.  He  spoke 
without  hesitation  about  the  '^  Oreto,"  which  they  had  sent  out,  and  both  he  and  Captain 
Bullock  spoke  of  themselves  as  the  employ^  of  the  Confederate  Government,  and  that 
they  were  paid  as  such. 

4.  In  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  April  last,  a  Captain  Morton,  who  is  the  over- 
looker for  Messrs.  Boult,  English,  and  Brandon,  of  Liverpool,  merchants,  took  me  with 
him  to  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.*s  ship-building  yard  at  Birkenhead,  in  order  that  I 
might  see  two  iron  rams,  or  vessels-of-war,  which  he  said  were,  without  doubt,  for  the 
Southerners.  I  saw  the  two  vessels  in  question,  which  were  being  built  alongside  each 
other  at  the  south  end  of  the  yard.  The  hulls  were  complete,  and  the  sides  were  covered 
with  slabs  of  teak  wood  about  twelve  inches  thick.  In  the  early  part  of  this  present  month 
one  of  the  vessels,  the  more  northwardly  of  the  two,  had  a  great  number  of  her  iron  armonr- 
plates  fixed.  The  armour  plates  appeared  to  me  to  be  about  four  inches  thick.  Each  vessel 
was  about  250  feet  long,  as  well  as  I  could  judge,  and  the  deck  of  each  vessel  was  prepared 
to  receive  two  turrets.  I  saw  the  turrets  being  built  in  the  yard  near  the  rams  above- 
mentioned.  Each  ram  had  a  stem  made  of  wrought  iron  about  eight  inched  thick, 
projecting  about  five  feet  under  the  water-line,  and  obviously  intended  for  the  purpose  of 
penetrating  and  destroying  other  vessels. 

The  rams  in  question  were  of  immense  strength,  and  could  by  no  possibility  be 
intended  for  anything  but  vessels-of-war.  The  only  other  vessels  building  in  the  yard  at 
that  time  were  an  iron-plated  vessel-of-war  for  the  British  Government,  to  be  called  the 
**  Agincourt,'*  and  two  merchant-vessels,  one  a  steamer  and  the  other  a  sailing-ship. 

5.  I  saw  the  above-mentioned  John  Randolph  Hamilton  some  days  after  I  had  seen 
the  rams  above-mentioned.  I  met  him  at  his  request  at  the  Angel  Hotel,  in  Liverpool. 
On  that  occasion  the  said  John  Randolph  Hamilton  told  me  that  the  rams  which  were 
being  built  by  Laird  and  Co.  were  for  the  Confederates. 

(Signed)     GEORGE  TEMPLE  CHAPMAN. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  Custom-house,  Liverpool,  this  29th  day  of  June,  1863. 
(Signed)  G.  S.  George,  pro  Collector. 


I,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  of  No.  3,  Wellesley  Terrace,  Prince's  Park,  Liverpool,  in 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  Esquire^  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly  affirm  and  declare  that 
the  taking  of  any  oath  is^  according  to  my  religious  belief,  unlawful,  and  I  do  also  solemnly^ 
sincerely,  and  truly  affirm  and  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  am  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its 
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2.  I  say  that  there  is  now  and  for  some  time  past  has  been  a  war  carried  on  between 
the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  certain  persons  who 
have  rebelled  against  such  Government,  and  pretended  to  set  up  and  assume  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  government,  styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States. 

3.  I  further  say,  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  information  and  belief  no  leave 
or  license  has  been  had  or  obtained  from  or  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  under  the  Si^- 
Manual,  or  any  Order  in  Council,  or  any  Proclamation  of  Her  said  Majesty  or  otherwise, 
or  at  all  authorizing  any  person  within  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  equip,  furnish, 
fit  out,  or  arm  ships  or  vessels  with  intent  or  in  order  that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States,  to  cruise  or  commit  hosti- 
lities against  the  Government  and  people  of  the  said  United  States  of  America,  and  that 
Her  Majesty  is  not  now  at  war  with  the  said  United  States. 

4.  I  say  there  hav€  been  built  in  this  port  for  the  Government  of  the  said  so-called 
Confederate  States  two  vessels  of  war.  One  of  them,  namely,  the  '*Oreto/'  now  called  the 
**  Florida,"  was  built  by  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  and  Son,  of  Liverpool,  and  another,  the 
^^  Alabama/'  by  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co. ;  and  they  have  been  employed  by  the  said  so-called 
Confederate  States  against  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  Stetes  of  America  in 
the  war  that  is  now  going  on,  and  armaments  and  war  crews  for  both  the  said  vessels  went 
out  in  them,  or  were  sent  out  from  England  to  meet  the  ships  abroad,  and  were  then 
placed  on  board  of  them.  On  the  4th  of  the  present  month  of  July  another  vessel,  built 
by  the  said  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co,,  and  intended  for  an  iron-clad  steam-ram,  and,  as  this 
deponent  verily  believes,  built  and  intended  for  a  vessel  of  war,  was  launched  by  them  from 
their  ship-building  yard  at  Birkenhead,  and  such  vessel  is  now  at  Birkenhead,  in  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

5.  I  say  that  I  have  read  the  affidavits  of  George  Temple  Chapman,  sworn  on  the 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  June  last,  of  Clarence  Randolphe  Yonge,  sworn  on  the  sixth  day 
of  April  last,  and  of  William  Hayden  Russell  and  Joseph  Ellis,  sworn  the  seventh  day  of 
^July  instant ;  and  I  say  that  from  the  facts  there  spoken  to,  and  from  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances aforesaid,  I  verily  believe  and  say  that  the  said  vessel  above-mentioned  is  being 
•equipped,  armed,  and  fitted  out  with  intent  and  in  order  that  the  said  vessel  shall  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  said  persons  setting  up  to  exercise  the  power  of  Government, 
^nd  called  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  with  intent  to  cruize  and. commit 
hostilities  against  the  Government  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Affirmed  before  me  at  the  Custom-house,  Liverpool,  in  the  County  of  Lancaster,  the 
seventh  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  three. 
(Signed)  S.  Price  Edwards,  Collector. 


No.  2: 

Earl  Rtissell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  July  13,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant ; 
and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  communicating  with  the  proper 
Departments  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  relative  to  the  steam-vessel  of  war  which  is 
stated  to  be  in  process  of  construction  at  Liverpool,  in  order  that  such  steps  may  be 
taken  in  the  matter  as  can  be  legally  and  properly  adopted. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  3. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  July  17.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London^  July  16,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  consideration' copies  of  two  more  affidavits, 
in  addition  to  those  already  sent  with  my  note  of  the  11th  instant,  relating  to  the 
war-vessel  now  believed  to  be  fitting  out  against  the  United  States  at  the  port  of 
Liverpool. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  OHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
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Indosare  1  in  No.  3. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

^,  United  States*  Consulate^  Liverpool,  July  16,  1863. 

REFERRIJSTG  to  the  application  I  made  to  you  on  the  7  th  instant  to  stop  the 
iron-clad  steam-ram  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  for  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States, 
and  which  was  launched  on  the  4th  instant,  in  addition  to  the  affidavits  I  then  submitted 
to  you  and  that  of  Joseph  Brady  on  the  11th  instant,  I  now  submit  one  other,  that  of 
Austin  Joseph  Hand,  which  shows  this  vessel  and  the  other  ram  not '  yet  launched  are 
being  built  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  James  D.  Bullock,  the  well-known 
agent  of  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy  in  this  country  for  building  war-vessels. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  3. 
Deposition  of  John  Brady. 


I,  JOHU  BRADY,  of  No.  10,  Livingstone  Street,  Birkenhead,  in  the  County  of 
CSiester,  make  oath  and  say : — 

I  have  worked  in  the  ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.  at  Birkenhead 
for  several  years.  I  am  now  in  their  service  as  a  boiler  maker.  I  remember  the  keels 
of  two  iron-plated  vessels  of  war  being  laid  alongside  each  other  at  the  southern  end  of 
the  yard  about  the  end  of  last  year.  One  of  the  said  vessels  was  launched  on  the  4th 
day  of  July  instant.  I  have  seen  Captain  Bullock  in  the  yard  very  frequently  whilst  the 
iron-clad  vessels  above-mentioned  have  been  building.  He  was  very  often  with  the 
foreman  who  attended  to  the  building  of  the  vessels  in  question,  or  with  one  of  the 
Messrs.  Laird.  He  paid  particular  attention  to  the  vessels  in  question,  and  his  business 
in  the  yard  appeared  to.  be  to  look  after  the  building  of  the  vessels  above  mentioned. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  11th  day  of  July,  1863. 

(Signed)  JOHN  BRADY. 

Before  me,  &c. 
(Signed)     •       S.  Pbice  Edwards,  Collector. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  3. 
Deposition  of  Austin  Joseph  Hand. 


I,  AUSTIN  JOSEPH  HAND,  of  35,  Crosby  Street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  make  oath,  and  say :  I  am  a  caulker,  and  work  in  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird 
at  Birkenhead.  I  went  to  work  in  their  yard  just  before  the  "Alabama"  was  launched, 
and  have  worked  there  ever  since.  I  remember  the  time  the  keels  of  the  two  iron-plated 
steam-rams  were  lain  alongside  of  each  other  at  the  south  end  of  their  yard ;  they  were 
laid  after  the  "  Alabama"  was  launched.  They  are  both  armed  on  the  stem  with  a  ram, 
and  no  doubt  are  intended  for  war  purposes.  One  of  them  was  launched  on  the  4th  day 
of  the  present  month  of  July.  I  saw  the  keels  of  these  two  vessels  laid.  I  saw  Captain 
Bullock  at  the  "Alabama"  before  she  was  launched,  and  afterwards  at  these  two  iron-clad 
rams.  I  have  seen  him  in  the  yard  a  number  of  times,  sometimes  with  one  of  the 
Messrs.  Laird,  at  other  times  with  the  fofeman  of  the  yard.  He  was  there  assisting  and 
superintending  the  laying  of  the  keels  of  these  two  iron-clad  rams  on  the  occasions  I 
have  spoken  of.  When  I  have  seen  Captain  Bullock  in  the  yard  since  the  launching  of 
the  "  Alabama  "  his  business  seemed  to  be  in  connection  with  these  two  iron-clad  rams, 
and  the  superintendence  of  their  building. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  Collector,  at  Liverpool,  .this  16th  day  of  July, 
1863. 

(Signed)  AUSTIN  J.  HAND, 

(Signed)  S.  Price  Etw^ds,  Collector. 
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No.  4. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams;. 

Sir,  Foreign  Offt.ce,  July  17,  1865. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant, 
inclosing  further  depositions  respecting  the  steam-vessel  of  war  which  is  alleged  to  be 
fitting  out  against  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  Liverpool ;  and  I  have  to  state  to  you 
that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  communicating  on  the  subject  with  the  proper  Department  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  EUSSELL. 


]^o.  5. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell.— (Received  July  27.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States^  London,  July  26,  1863. 

HAVINTGr  received  information  of  the  existence  of  a  report  that  the  iron-clad  vessel 
at  Liverpool  had  been  claimed  by  the  French  Consul  at  that  port,  and  having  since 
perceived  that  some  credit  has  been  given  to  the  story  by  the  first  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
immediate  measures  were  taken  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  foundation  for  it  in 
&et. 

I  now  have  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  Dudley,  the 
Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  which  appears  clearly  to  show  the  precise  nature 
of  the  pretence. 

Renewing,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Liclosure  in  No.  5. 
Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  United  States'  Consulate,  Liverpool,  July  24,  1863. 

ON  reading  in  the  *'  Times  *'  of  this  morning  the  statement  reported  to  have  been  made 
by  Lord  Palmerston  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cobden  last  night  that  he  was  informed,  as  regards 
one  of  the  iron-clads  refeiTcd  to,  that  the  French  Consul  claimed  it  for  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  J  addressed  a  note  to  the  French  Consul  asking  him  whether  the  information 
referred  to  was  true. 

In  reply,  he  sent  Ms  Vice-Consul  to  assure  me  that  there  is  no  truth  whatever  in  the 
information,  that  he  does  ifot  know  of  any  iron-clads  being  built  here  for  the  Emperor  of 
the  French. 

I  addressed  the  inquiry  to  ipy  colleague,  not  supposing  there  was  any  truth  whatever 
in  the  information,  but  that  I  might  have  his  authority  for  saying  there  was  none. 

The  Vice-Consul  while  with  me  stated  that  about  the  3rd,  or  morning  of  the  4th  of 
July,  the  Consul  received  an  invitation  from  a  M.  Bravay  (a  Frenchman,  but  unknown  to 
him)  to  a  luncheon  at  Messrs.  Laird's  yard  on  the  4th,  on  the  occasion  of  the  launch  of 
an  iron- clad  vessel.  The  invitjition  came  so  late  that  the  Consul  said  he  could  not  go. 
The  Vice-Consul  was  then  asked  to  go,  and  M.  Bravay,  introduced  by  one  of  the 
Messrs.  Laird,  waited  upon  him  and  pressed  him  to  go. 

He,  M.  Bravay,  then,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Laird,  said  he  wished  to  get  Fr^ch 
papers  for  the  iron-clad,  and  asked  what  formalities  were  necessary.  He  was  instructed 
on  the  point,  and  then  said  the  matter  would  be  attended  to  by  his  brother,  who  had  more 
to  do  with  it  than  he  had,  and  that  he  himself  had  to  be  in  Madricl  on  the  9th.  The 
Vice-Consul  referred  to  a  French  Paris  directory,  and  asked  M.  Bravay  if  he  was  one  of 
the  firm  of  Bravay  and  Co.,  therein  described  as  merchants,  and  he  said  he  was. 

The  Consul  nor  Vice-Consul  has  neither  of  them  seen  M.  Bravay  nor  Mi*.  Laird  since, 
and  did  not  go  to  the  luncheon. 

This  indicates  the  source  of  Lord  Palmerston's  information,  and  also  that  some  such 
trick  as  getting  foreign  papers  for  the  ram  under  cover  of  which  she  would  sail  out  has 
been,  and  perhaps  is,  intended. 

Very  respectfully,  &c 

(Signed)  HY.  WHiDllfG. 
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No,  6. 

Earl  RuaseU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreian  Office,  July  29, 1868. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant, 
and  to  a^^quaint  you  that  the  information  therein  contained  relative  to  fhe  irou-clad 
vessels  in  course  of  construction  at  Messrs.  Laird's  yard  at  Birkenhead  has  been 
communicated  to  the  proper  Department  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

• 

No.  7. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  August  14.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States^  London,  August  14,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies  of  letters  from  the 
Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  containing  further  information  respecting 
movements  of  persons  believed  to  be  agents  of  the  insurgents  at  that  port.  I  regret  to 
perceive  that  the  preparation  of  the  dangerous  armed  vessel  of  which  I  have  had  the 
honour  heretofore  to  take  notice  in  my  notes  to  your  Lordship  is  not  intermitted.  It  is 
difficult  for  me  to  give  your  Lordship  an  adequate  idea  of  the  uneasiness  and  anxiety 
created  in  the  different  ports  of  the  United  States  by  the  idea  that  instruments  of  injury 
of  so  formidable  a  character  continue  to  threaten  then-  safety,  as  issuing  from  the  ports 
of  Great  Britain,  a  country  with  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  at  peace. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  7. 
Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Sir,  United  States'  Consulate^  Liverpool^  August  7,  1 803. 

COLONEL  GEORGE  H.  BIER,  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Confederate  navy,  with  his 
wife ;  a  man  by  name  of  Joseph  N.  Barney,  and  two  engineers,  one  by  Name  of 
W.  H.  Jackson  (the  other  I  have  not  learned),  arrived  here#on  Sunday  last  in  the 
steamer  "Asia*'  from  Boston  vid  Halifax.  Bier,  Barney,  Jackson,  and  the  other  engineer 
came  from  Halifax.  Mrs.  Bier  passed  through  our  lines  at  Fort  Monroe  under  the 
assumed  name  of  Mrs.  Henry,  I  understand,  through  a  passenger  on  board  of  the 
"Asia,'*  that  these  persons  came  here  to  go  out  as  officers  in  the  iron-clads  now  building 
by  the  Messrs.  Laird  at  Birkenhead. 

Colonel  Bier  stated  in  the  steamer  that  he  had  been  in  the  Confederate  army,  and 
Jackson,  the  engineer,  that  he  had  been  as  an  engineer  on  the  steamer  "Florida." 
Upon  examining  the  register  of  the  Confederate  Navy  I  find  that  Bier  is  a  Lieutenant  in 
their  navy,  and  is  mentioned  as  being  with  the  army,  and  Jackson  as  an  engineer  in  the 
steamer  "  Florida;"  thus  confirming  all  that  they  told  the  passengers.  I  have  no  doubt 
abgut  the  truth  of  their  statements,  that  they  are  here  to  join  these  iron-clads. 

The  one  that  is  kunched  has  her  masts  up,  boilers  and  machinery  in,  and  I  learned 
to-day  is  shipping  her  turrets.  She  no  doubt  can  be  got  ready  for  sea  in  a  week's  time. 
My  information  about  the  other  is,  that  she  is  to  be  launched  on  the  16th  instant- 
to-morrow  week. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  7- 
Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 


Sir,  United  States'  Consulate,  Liverpool^  August  11,  1863. 

REFERRING  to  the  application  heretofore  made  by  me  to  you  to  stop  the  iron-clad 
steam-ram  now  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  at  Birkenhead  for  the  so-called  Southern 
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Confederacy,  and  which  was  launched  on  the  Ith  day  of  July  last  past,  I  now  submit  to  you 
another  affidavit,  that  of  Thomas  Sweeney,  of  Liverpool,  which,  with  those  heretofore 
submitted,  I  bope  will  induce  you  to  take  the  necessary  steps  (if  they  have  not  already 
been  taken)  to  prevent  this  vessel  from  sailing,  destined  as  she  is  to  make  war  upon  and 
commit  acts  of  hostility  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Inclosurc  3  in  -No.  7. 
Deposition  of  Thomas  Sweeney. 


THOMAS  SWEENEY,  of  No.  67,  Crosby  Street,  Liverpool,  being  duly  sworn,  doth 
depose  and  say :— I  am  a  deck  planer,  and  am  now,  and  have  been  for  about  ten  years 
last  past,  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Laird,  ship-builders,  at  Birkenhead.  There  is  now 
building  in  their  yard  two  iron  clad  steam  war-vessels ;  they  are  sister  ships,  of  same  size, 
dimensions,  and  construction,  built  side  by  side  in  the  southern  part  of  their  yard ;  each 
is  artned  on  the  stem  with  an  iron  piercer  or  ram,  for  the  purpose  of  piercing  and 
destroying  vessels.  They  are  known  and  numbered  in  the  yard  as  Nos.^294:  and  29& 
respectively ;  they  are  each  being  built  apparently  for  turrets. 

On  the  4:th  day  of  July  last  past  No.  294  was  launched,  and  then  placed  in  one  of 
the  dry  docks  of  said  yard,  where  she  now  is  being  completed.  Her  boilers  and  machinery 
are  in,  and  her  three  masts  up ;  the  two  turrets  for  her  guns  are  alongside,  nearly  in  a 
complete  condition,  and  ready  to  be  placed  on  board. 

I  have  talked  with  many  of  the  men  and  workmen  in  the  yard  who  are  now,  and  have 
been  from  time  to  time,  employed  and  working  there  on  their  vessels,  and  they  have  told 
me  they  were  for  the  Confederates  in  the  United  States,  the  same  parties  for  whom  the 
"Alabama"  was  built.  On  the  29th  day  of  July  last  past  I  had  a  conversation  with 
Mr.  Moore,  one  of  the  head  workmen  in  the  yard.  I  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  the 
^'  Alabama."  His  reply  was,  she  was  all  right  enough ;  but  said,  Wait  for  the  294  and 
296  (alluding  to  the  two  rams  above-mentioned),  get  out  and  alongside  the  "  Alabama," 
and  then  you  will  soon  see  the  Southern  ports  opened,  meaning  the  ports  in  the  Southern 
Confederacy  now  blockaded. 

On  the  7th  August  instant  I  had  a  conversation  with  Captain  Henderson,  the  head- 
rigger  in  Messrs.  Laird's  yard.  I  asked  him  to  make  room  and  get  my  son  and  son-in- 
law  a  berth  on  No.  294;  he  said  he  would  not  advise  me  to  let  them  go  on  this  vessel, 
as  Nos.  294  and  295  were  both  going  out  on  purpose  to  fight  against  the  Federals,  and 
to  break  up  the  blockade,  but  went  on  further  to  say,  ^'  If  either  of  them  wants  a  berth 
on  these  vessels,  I  shall  find  them  one,  but  they  will  not  be  told  where  they  are  going  to." 
At  the  time  the  '^Alabama"  was  being  built  in  the  yard,  my 'present  son-in-law  was 
going  to  ship  in  her,  and  I  had  a  convei^sation  with  Captain  Henderson  about  it,  and  he 
told  me  then  in  substance  what  he  told  me  on  the  7th  instant  about  the  two  rams, 
Nos.  294  and  295. 

(Signed)  THOS.  SWEENEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  at  the  Customs  in  Liverpool,  this  11th  day  of 
August,  1863. 

(Signed)  W.  G.  Stuabt,  Assistant  Collector. 

No.  8. 

Mr.  Layard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  OMce,  August  14,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour,  in  Lord  RusselPs  absence,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  14th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  further  papers  relative  to  the  iron-dads  in 
course  of  construction  at  Messrs.  Laird's  yard  at  Birkenhead ;  and  I  have  the  honour  to 
state  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  communicating  copies  of  these  papers  to  the 
proper  Departments  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  H.  LAYAED; 
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No.  9. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

« 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  September  I,  1863. 

YOU  have  already  been  informed  that  the  depositions  inclosed  in  your  letters  of  the 
11th,  16th,  and  25th  of  July,  and  the  llth  ultimo,  relative  to  the  iron-clad  vessels  in 
course  of  construction  at  Messrs.  Laird's  yard  at  Birkenhead,  had  been  forwarded  to  the 
proper  Departments  of  Her  Majesty's  Groyemment,  in  order  that  such  steps  might  be 
adopted  as  could  legally  and  properly  be  taken.  And  I  have  now  the  honour  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  the  result  of  the  inquiries  which  have  been  instituted. 

In  the  first  place.  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  advised  that  the  information 
contained  in  the  depositions  is  in  great  measure  mere  hearsay  evidence,  and  generally 
that  it  is  not  such  as  to  show  the  intent  or  purpose  necessary  to  make  the  building  or 
fitting  out  of  these  vessels  illegal  under  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act. 

Secondly.  It  has  been  stated  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  at  one  time,  that  these 
vessels  have  been  built  for  Frenchmen,  and  at  another  that  they  belonged  to  the  Viceroy 
of  Egypt,  and  that  they  were  not  intended  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

It  is  true  that  in  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  July  you  maintain  that  this  statement  as 
regards  French  ownership  is  a  pretence,  but  the  inquiries  set  on  foot  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  failed  to  show  that  it  is  without  foundation.  Whatever  suspicion  may 
be  entertained  by  the  United  States'  Consul  at  Liverpool  as  to  the  ultimate  destination 
of  these  vessels,  the  fact  remains  that  M.  Bravay,  a  French  merchant  residing  at  Paris, 
who  is  represented  to  be  the  person  upon  whose  orders  these  ships  have  been  built,  has 
personally  appeared,  and  has  acted  in  that  character  at  Liverpool.  There  is  no  legal 
evidence  against  M.  Bravay's  claim,  nor  anything  to  aflfect  him  with  any  illegal  act  or 
purpose ;  and  the  responsible  agent  of  the  Customs  at  Liverpool  aflSrms  his  belief  that 
these  vessels  have  not  been  built  for  the  Confederates. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  having  regard  to  the  entire  insuflSciency  of  the 
depositions  to  prove  any  infraction  of  the  law.  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  advised 
that  they  cannot  interfere  in  any  way  with  these  vessels. 

I  can  only  assure  you  that  a  careful  watch  shall  continue  to  be  maintained  over  them; 
and  that  if  any  act  or  proceeding  contrary  to  the  Statute  can  be  shown  by  trustworthy 
evidence  to  have  taken  place,  or  if  any  trustworthy  person  will  furnish  Her  Majesty's 
Government  with  such  declaration  as  may  sufiice  to  justify  the  detention  of  the  vessels 
till  further  inquiry  can  be  made,  I  w  ill  apply  to  the  Treasury  to  prevent  the  departure 
of  these  vessels  till  such  further  inquiry  can  be  made. 

But  I  am  sure  you  will  be  disposed,  in  justice  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  to 
admit  that  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence,  upon  mere  hearsay,  surmise,  conversation,  and 
conjecture.  Her  Majesty's  Government  could  not  properly  direct  a  prosecution  or  action 
under  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act.  A  Court  of  Justice  would  never  condemn  in  the 
absence  of  evidence,  and  the  Goyernment  would  be  justly  blamed  for  acting  in  defiance 
of  the  principles  of  law  and  justice,  long  recognized  and  established  in  this  country. 

I  feel  the  more  convinced  that  such  will  be  your  opinion  as  Mr.  Seward,  in  answering 
a  note  of  Lord  Lyons  respecting  a  supposed  plan  of  issuing  letters  of  marque  in  behalf 
of  the  Japanese  Government,  says,  "Prosecutions,  however,  cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be 
set  on  foot  without  affidavits  of  credible  witnesses,  as  in  other  cases  of  imputed 
misdemeanours  and  crimes." 

Such  are,  in  fact,  the  principles  of  American  as  well  as  of  British  law. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


K"o.  10. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  September  3.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London^  September  3,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  copies  of  further  depositions,  relating  to  the  launch- 
ing and  other  preparations  of  the  second  of  the  two  vessels  of  war  from  the  yard  of 
Messrs.  Laird  at  Birkenhead,  concerning  which  it  has  already  been  my  disagreeable  duty 
to  make  most  serious  representations  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  believe  there  is  not  any  reasonable  ground  for  doubt  that  these  vessels,  if  permitted 
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to  leave  the  port  of  Liverpool,  wiD  be  at  once  devoted  to  the  object  of  carrying  on  war 
against  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  have  taken  the  necessary  measures  in  the  proper  quarters  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
the  respective  statements  current  here  that  they  are  intended  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  or  for  the  Pasha  of  Egypt,  and  have  found  both  without  foundation.  At 
this  moment  neither  of  these  Powers  appears  to  have  occasion  to  use  concealment  or 
equivocation  in  regard  to  its  intentions,  had  it  any,  in  obtaining  such  ships. 

In  the  notes  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  your  Lordship  on  the  11th  of  July 
and  14th  of  August,  I  believe  I  stated  the  importance  attached  by  my  Government  to  the 
decision  involved  in  this  case  with  sufficient  distinctness.  Since  that  date  I  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  receive  from  the  United  States  a  full  approbation  of  its  contents. 
At  the  same  time  I  feel  it  my  painful  duty  to  make  known  to  your  Lordsiiip,  that  in  some 
respects  it  has  fallen  short  in  expressing  the  earnestness  with  which  I  have  been  in  the 
interval  directed  to  describe  the  grave  nature  of  the  situation  in  which  both  countries 
must  be  placed  in  the  event  of  an  act  of  aggression  committed  against  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  States  by  either  of  these  formidable  vessels. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  10, 
Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 


September  1,  186a 

I,  THE  undersigned  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America 
for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies,  do  hereby  apply  to  you,  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  seize  and  detain  an  iron-clad  steam- 
vessel  of  war  launched  from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  on  the 
29th  day  of  August  last,  and  now  lying  at  Birkenhead  aforesaid,  with  her  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  with  all  the  materials,  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores  which  may  belong  to 
or  be  on  board  of  the  said  vessel  pursuant  to  the  power  given  to  you  in  that  behalf  by  the 
7th  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  59  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69,  on  the  ground  that  such  vessel 
is  being  equipped,  furnished,  fitted  out,  and  armed  in  order  that  such  vessel  shall  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  persons  assuming  to  exercise  the  power  of  Government, 
and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  with  the  intent  to  cruize  and  commit 
hostilities  against  the  Government  and  citizens  of  the  United  Sijates  of  America,  with 
which  Government  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  is  not  now  at  war. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Inclosure  2  in  Xo.  10. 
Affirmation  of  Thomas  Haines  Dudley. 


I,  THOMAS  HAINES  DUDLEY,  of  No.  3,  Wellesley  Terrace,  Princes  Park, 
Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  Esquire,  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly  affirm 
and  declare  that  the  taking  of  any  oath  is  according  to  my  religious  belief  unlawful,  and 
I  do  also  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly  affirm  and  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  I  am  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and 
its  dependencies. 

2.  I  say  that  there  is  now  and  for  some  time  past  has  been  a  war  carried  on  between 
the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America  anl  certain  persons  who 
have  rebelled  against  such  Government  and  pretended  to  set  up  and  assume  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  Government  styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

3.  I  further  say  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  information,  and  belief,  no  leave  or 
license  has  been  had  or  obtained  from  or  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  under  her  Sign- 
Manual  or  any  Order  in  Council,  or  any  Proclamation  of  Her  said  Majesty,  or  otherwise 
or  at  all  authorizing  any  person  within  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  equip,  furnish, 
fit  out,  or  arm  ships  or  vessels  with  intent  or  in  order  that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States  to  cruize  or  commit 
hostilities  against  the  Government  and  people  of  the  said  United  States  of  America^  and 
that  Her  Majesty  is  not  now  at  war  with  the  said  United  States. 

4.  I  say  there  have  been  built  in  this  port  for  the  Government  or  persons  assuming 
the  Government  of  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States  two  vessels  of  war,  one  of  them, 
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namely,  the  "  Oreto/'  now  called  the  '^  Florida,"  was  built  by  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  and 
.•Son  of  Liverpool,  and  another,  the  "  Alabama,"  by  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.,  and  they  have 
been  employed  by  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States  against  the  Government  and  people 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  war  that  is  now  going  on,  and  armaments  and 
war-crews  for  both  the  said  vessels  went  out  in  them,  or  were  sent  out  from  England  to 
meet  the  ships  abroad,  and  were  then  placed  on  board  them.  On  the  4th  day  of  July 
last  another  vessel  built  by  the  said  Messrs.  T^aird  and  Co.,  and  intended  for  an  iron-clad 
steam-ram,  and  as  this  deponent  verily  believes  built  and  intended  for  a  vessel  of  war, 
swas  launched  by  them  from  their  ship-building  yard  at  Birkenhead. 

5.  On  the  29th  day  of  August  last  another  vessel  built  by  the  said  Messrs.  Laird 
rand  Co.,  and  intended  for  an  iron-clad  steam-ram,  and  as  I  verily  believe  for  a  war-vessel, 
was  launched  by  them  from  their  ship-building  yard  at  Birkenhead. 

6.  The  said  vessels  mentioned  in  the  4th  and  5th  paragraphs  of  this  affirmation 
•  respectively  are  now  lying  at  Birkenhead  aforesaid. 

7.  I  say  that  I  have  read  the  affidavits  of  George  Temple  Chapman,  sworn  on  the 
29th  day  of  June  last ;  of  Clarence  Randolph  Yonge,  sworn  on  the  6th  day  of  April  last ; 
of  William  Hayden  Russell  and  Joseph  Ellis,  sworn  the  7th  day  of  July  last ;  of  John 
Brady,  sworn  on  the  11th  day  of  July  last;  of  Austin  Joseph  Hand,  sworn  on  the  15th 
day  of  July  last ;  of  Thomas  Sweeney,  sworn  on  the  11th  day  of  August  last ;  of  Joseph 
Ellis,  sworn  on  the  1st  day  of  September  instant ;  and  Charles  Prentis,  sworn  on  the  29th 
day  of  August  last ;  and  I  say  that  from  the  facts  there  spoken  to,  and  from  the  facts  and 
/circumstances  aforesaid,  I  verily  believe  and  say  that  the  said  vessels  above-mentioned  as 
having  been  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last  and  on  the  29th  day  of  August  last 
respectively  are  being  equipped,  armed,  and  fitted  out  with  intent  and  in  order  that  the 
sp^id  vessels  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  said  persons  setting  up .  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  Government,  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  with  intent 
to  cruize  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  Government  and  citizens  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Affirmed  at  the  Custom-house,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  1st  day  of 
September,  1863. 

Before  me, 
(Signed)  W.  G,  Stewart,  Assistant  Collector. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  10. 

Deposition  of  Joseph  Ellis. 

I,  JOSEPH  ELLIS,  of  No.  161,  Athol  Street,  in  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  shipwright,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  construction  of  iron-plated  vessels  of  war,  having 
assisted  to  build  vessels  of  that  description. 

2.  I  was  present  in  the  ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co,  at  Birkenhead,  on 
Saturday,  the  29th  day  of  August,  1863,  when  an  iron-plated  vessel  lately  built  by  them 
was  launched, 

3.  The  launch  took  place  about  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  before  the  vessel 
went  off  the  ways  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  her  perfectly  well,  from  the  keel 
upwards. 

4.  The  vessel  in  question  is  a  screw-steamer,  somewhat  over  200  feet  long,  as  well 
as  I  could  judge,  and  of  great  strength,  and  covered  with  iron  plates  from  stem  to  stem. 
The  said  vessel  would  have  about  40  feet  of  beam  amidships,  and  she  has  a  space  at  the 
stem,  and  another  space  at  the  bows,  both  of  which  are  covered  in  and  protected  by 
strong  iron  plating. 

6.  The  said  vessel  is  armed  with  a  very  formidable  ram,  or  piercer,  which  is  made  of 
iron  or  steel,  and  projects,  as  well  as  I  could  judge,  about  6  feet  from  the  stem.  The 
said  ram  or  piercer  was  nearly  submerged  when  the  said  vessel  was  afloat  after  being 
launched,  and  when  the  vessel  is  in  sea-going  trim  the  ram  will  be  quite  under  the  water. 
The  said  ram  was  of  great  strength,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  intended  to  be  used  for 
destroying  other  vessels.  It  was  similar  in  appearance  to  the  rams  which  I  have  seen  on 
other  iron-clad  vessels  of  war. 

6.  The  said  vessel's  bulwarks  were  not  completed. 

7.  I  was  at  Messrs.  Laird  atid  Co.'s  yard  aforesaid  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  when 
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another  iFon-cIad  vessel,  armed  m&i  a  sinrilar  ram  or  piercer  was  laundied  from  tiie  ways 
on  the  north  side  of  the  ways  from  which  the  iron-clad  vessel  mentioned  in  the  precedmg 
paragraphs  of  this  affidavit  was  lamtehed  on  Saturday  last.  The  said  vessels  were,  as  far 
as  I  could  judge,  sister  ships,  and  similarly  constructed  in  all  material  respects.  On  the 
said  4th  day  of  July  last  one  of  the  said  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.'s  workmen  showed  me  one 
of  the  iron  plates  prepared  to  be  used  on  the  said  vessel  launched  on  Saturday  last ;  sUch 
plate  was  about  4|  inches  in  thickness. 

8.  On  the  said  4  th  (Jay  of  July  last  I  examined  the  said  vessel  which  was  launched 
on  Saturday  last,  and  I  saw  that  she  was  prepared  to  receive  two  circular  turrets,  such  as 
would  be  used  for  carrying  turret  guns.  On  the  same  day  I  saw  in  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.'s 
yard  the  frames  of  two  turrets,  such  as  would  be  used  for  carrying  guns  on  board  such  a 
vessel.  On  Saturday  last  I  saw  in  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.'s  yard  two  turrets  of  the  same 
description,  but  in  a  more  advanced  state,  botli  of  them  being  partially  plated  with  iron. 

9.  The  said  vessel  which  was  launched  on  Saturday  last  was  built  on  and  launched 
firom  the  slip  which  is  at  the  south  end  of  Messrs.  Liiird  and  Co^s  yard,  adjoining  Birken- 
Itead  Ferry.  The  other  vessel  above-mentioned,  which  was  launched  on  the  4th  day  of 
July  last,  was  built  on  and  launched  from  the  adjoining  slip,  on  the  north  side  of  the  sBp 
firstly  mentioned  in  this  paragraph.     The  said  vessels  were,  in  fact,  built  side  by  side. 

10.  The  said  ship  which  was  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last  was  on  Saturday 
last  lying  afloat  in  a  wet  dock  in  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.*s  yard,  and  I  endeavoured  to  g^ 
to  the  dock  to  see  her ;  I  was,  however  stopped  by  some  of  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.'s  men. 
I  told  them  I  wanted  to  go  to  look  at  the  vessel  lying  in  the  wet  dock,  but  they  told  me 
that  their  orders  from  head-quarters  were  not  to  allow  any  one  to  pass  to  see  that 
Teasel. 

11.  The  said  vessel  was  launched  on  Saturday  last  as  aforesaid,  and  the  said  vessel 
launched  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last  as  aforesaid  are,  beyond  all  doubt,  intended  for  iron- 
dad  vessels  of  war,  and  not  for  any  other  purpose  whatever. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  ELLIS. 

Sworn  at  the  Custom-house  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  1st  d!ay  of 
September,  1863. 

Before  me, 
(Signed)  W.  G.  Stewart,  Amstant  Collector. 


Inclosure  4  in  Fo.  10. 
Deposition  of  Charles  Prentis. 


I  CHARLES  PRENTIS,  of  New  London,  Connecticut,  at  present  in  Liverpool, 
formerly  a  master  mariner  and  now  a  merchant  in  business  at  New  London  aforesaid, 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows : — 

1.  I  was  formerly  for  ten  years  master  of  merchant-vessels  and  also  of  whaHng- 
vessels,  and  I  have  seen  and  examined  many  vessels  of  war,  both  of  wood  and  iron;  I 
hatvc  also  examined  the  construction  of  several  of  the  iron  clad  vessels  of  war  lately  built 
by  the  United  States'  Government. 

2.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  present  month  of  August,  I  visited  the  yards  of 
Messrs.  Laird,  Brothers,  at  Birkenhead,  and  inspected  two  iron- clad  vessels  in  course  of 
construction  there.  One  of  the  said  vessels  is  in  the  wet  dock,  and  has  three  masts,  the 
fore  and  mainmasts  being  square  rigged ;  she  has  a  round  overhanging  stern,  and  is 
propelled  by  a  screw ;  her  bow  is  wedge-shaped ;  the  cutwater  is  almost  perpendicular 
nearly  down  to  the  water  line,  where  it  curves  outwards  so  as  to  form  a  large  projecting 
ram  under  water.  She  has  also,  about  midships,  a  turret  capable  of  carrying  a  very  large 
gun;  I  verily  believe  that  the  said  vessel  is  an  iron-clad  war-vessel  of  the  most  formid- 
able character,  armed  with  a  ram  or  piercer  constructed  for  the  express  purpose  of 
sinking  and  destroying  other  vessels. 

3.  The  said  vessel  lastly  before  mentioned  appeared  to  be  in  such  a  state  of  prepa- 
ration  that,  in  my  opinion,  she  could  be  sent  to  sea  at  a  few  hours'  notice. 

4.  The  other  of  the  said  two  iron-clad  vessels  was  on  the  ways ;  she  is  finished  frma 
tiie  keel  to  the  upper  deck,  and  her  bulwarks  are  partly  erected.  She  resembled  the 
oilier  of  the  said  vessels  which  was  in  the  wet  dock  in  size  and  construction,  so  &r  aa  I 
could  judge  from  looking  at  her  on  the  ways,  and  she  was  armed  with  a  similar  ram  or 
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piercer  on  her  stem.    I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  she  is  also  intended  for  an  iron-clad 
vessel  of  war. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  PRBNTIS. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  this  29th  August,  1863. 
Before  me, 
(Signed)  W.  G.  Stewart,  Assistant  Collector^  Customs,  Liverpool. 


m.  11. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  September  4.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  September  4,  1865. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  copies  of  several  papers  transmitted  to  me  bj 
Mr.  Dudley,  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  relating  to  the  preparation 
for  immediate  departure  of  the  steam- vessel  fitting  out  at  that  place  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  war  against  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

Begging  your  Lordship's  permission  here  to  record,  in  the  name  of  my  Government, 
this  last  solemn  protest  against  the  commission  of  such  an  act  of  hostility  against  a 
friendly  nation,  I  pray,  &c. 

(Signed)     CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  11. 
Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 


Sir,  United  States'  Consulat^f  Liverpool,  September  3,  1863. 

REFERRING  to  my  application  made  to  you  so  long  since  as  the  7th  day  of  July 
last,  to  detain  a  steam  iron-clad  ram  built  by  Messrs.  I^ird  for  the  Confederates,  and 
launched  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  intelligence,  on  which  I 
place  full  reliance,  has  reached  me  that  the  vessel  is  taking  coal  on  board,  and  I  apprehend 
that  she  may  go  to  sea  at  any  time  unless  detained. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  THOS.  H.  DUDLEY. 


Inclosure  2  in^o.  11. 

Messrs.  Duncans,  Squarey,  and  Blackmore  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

Sir,  10,  Water  Street,  Liverpool^  September  2,  1863. 

WE  beg  to  hand  you  herewith  another  affidavit  by  Thomas  Sweeney  in  reference  to 
the  iron-clad  ram  launched  by  Messrs.  Laird  and  Co.  on  the  ith  of  July  last,  from  which 
we  submit  it  appears  clearly  that  there  is  the  greatest  risk  that  the  vessel  may  go  to  sea 
at  any  time.  On  behalf  of  the  United  States'  Government  we  beg  respectfully  to  urge 
upon  you,  in  the  strongest  manner,  the  importance  of  taking  immediate  steps  for  the 
detention  of  the  vessel  in  question. 

We  are,  &c. 
(Signed)         DUNCANS,  SQUAREY,  AND  BLACKMORE. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  11. 
Deposition  of  Thomas  Sweeney, 

I,  THOMAS  SWEENEY,  of  No.  57,  Crosby  Street,  Liverpool,  deck-plainer,  make 
oath  and  say  as  follows: — 

1.  I  was  in  the  ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  Brothers,  at  Birkenhead,  on 
Friday  last,  the  28th  day  of  August  last,  at  about  3  o'clock  p.m.,  and  I  then  saw  in  one  of 
the  graving  or  dry  docks  in  the  said  yard  the  iron-clad  ram  referred  to  in  the  affidavit 
sworn  by  me  on  the  11th  day  of  August  last,  before  the  Deputy  Assistant  Collector  of 
Customs  at  Liverpool,  as  having  been  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  and  known  as 
*^  No.  294.'* 
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2.  When  I  saw  the  said  vessel  on  Friday  last,  as  above  mentioned,  the  forward  tunet 
had  been  pnt  into  the  place  prepared  for  it  on  board  the  said  vessel  a  few  feet  aft  of  the 
foremast,  and  the  other  turret,  intended  for  the  after  part  of  the  said  vessel,  was  on  the  quay 
alongside  of  the  dock  in  which  the  vessel  was  lying,  in  a  position  from  which  it  might  be 
lifted  at  once,  and  placed  on  board  the  said  vessel  by  the  crane.  The  vessel  has  her 
masts  in,  and  her  rigging,  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  is  completed*  She  had  no  sails  bent, 
but  as  her  engines  and  machinery  were  all  in  oMer,  and  her  funnel  up,  she  is  in  a  position 
to  get  up  steam  and  go  to  sea  at  any  time. 

3.  The  graving  dock  in  which  the  said  vessel  lies  has  direct  communication  with  the 
River  Mersey,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  a  caisson,  so  that  the  water  can  be  let  in  at 
any  time  with  the  flood  by  removing  the  caisson. 

Sworn  at  the  Custom-house,  Liverpool,  this  second  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

(Signed)  THOS.  SWEEIfET. 

Before  me, 
(Signed)  W.  G.  Stewart,  Assistant  Collector. 

No.  12. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  September  4,  1863. 

WITH  reference  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  with  respect  to  the  iron-clad 
steam-rams  from  Messrs.  Laird's  yard  at  Birkenhead,  as  well  as  with  reference  to  previous 
letters  from  you  on  the  same  subject,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  matter  is  under  the 
serious  and  anxious  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

Ko.  18. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell.^^Received  September  5.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States ,  London,  September  5,  1863. 

AT  this  moment,  when  one  of  the  iron-clad  war-vessels  is  on  the  point  of  departure 
from  this  kingdom  on  its  hostile  errand  against  the  United  States,  I  am  honoured  with 
the  reply  of  your  Lordship  to  my  notes  of  the  11th,  16th,  and  26th  of  July  and  of  the 
14th  of  August.  I  trust  I  need  not  express  how  profound  is  my  regret  at  the  conclusion 
to  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  arrived.  I  can  regard  it  no  otherwise  than  as 
practically  opening  to  the  insurgents  free  liberty  in  this  kingdom  to  execute  a  polic^/^ 
described  in  one  of  their  late  publications  in  the  following  language  : — 

"  In  the  present  state  of  the  harbour-defences  of  New  York,  Boston,  Portland,  and 
smaller  Northern  cities,  such  a  vessel  as  the  '  Warrior '  would  have  little  difficulty  in 
entering  any  of  those  ports,  and  inflicting  a  vital  blow  upon  the  enemy.  The  destruction 
of  Boston  alone  would  be  worth  a  hundred  victories  in  the  field.  It  would  bring  such  a 
terror  to  the  '  blue-noses '  as  to  cause  them  to  wish  eagerly  for  peace,  despite  their  over- 
weening  love  of  gain  which  has  been  so  freely  administered  to  since  the  opening  of  this 
war.  Vessels  of  the  'Warrior  *  class  would  promptly  raise  the  blockade  of  our  ports,  and 
would,  even  in  this  respect,  confer  advantages  wluch  would  soon  repay  the  cost  of  their 
construction." 

It  would  be  superfluous  in  me  to  point  out  to  your  Lordship  that  this  is  war.  No 
matter  what  may  be  the  theory  adopted  of  neutrality  in  a  struggle,  when  this  process  is 
carried  on  in  the  manner  indicated  from  a  territory  and  with  the  aid  of  the  subjects  of  a 
third  party,  that  third  party,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  ceases  to  be  neutral.  Neither 
is  it  necessary  to  show  that  any  Government  which  suffers  it  to  be  done  fails  in  enforcing 
the  essential  conditions  of  international  amity  towards  the  country  against  whom  the 
hostility  is  directed.  In  my  belief  it  is  impossible  that  any  nation  retaining  a  proper 
degree  of  self-respect  could  tamely  submit  to  a  continuance  of  relations  so  utterly 
deficient  in  reciprocity.     I  have  no  idea  that  Great  Britain  would  do  so  for  a  moment. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  full  instructions  with  which  I  have  been  frunished 
in  preparation  for  such  an  emergency,  I  deem  it  inexpedient  for  me  to  attempt  any 
recurrence  to  arguments  for  effective  interposition  in  the  present  case.  The  fatal  objec- 
jection  of  impotency  which  paralyzes  Her  Majesty's  Government  seems  to  present  an 
insuperable  barrier  against  all  further  reasoning.  Under  these  circumstances  I  prefer  to 
desist  from  communicating  to  your  Lordship  even  such  further  portions  of  my  existing 
instructions  as  are  suited  to  the  case,  lest  I  should  contribute  to  aggravate  difficulties 
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already  fu  too  serious.  I  therefore  content  myself  with  informing  jour  Lordship  that  ^ 
transmit  by  the  present  steamer  a  copy  of  your  note  for  the  consideration  of  my 
Gk>¥emmei;it,  and  shall  await  the  more  specific  directions  that  will  be  contained  in  the 

I  seize  this  opportunity  to  pray  permission  of  your  Lordship  to  correct  a  clerical 
eiTCor  inadvertently  made  in  my  note  of  the  3rd  instant,  in  inserting  the  dates  of  two 
notes  of  mine  as  having  received  the  express  approbation  of  my  Government.  The 
intention  was  to  specify  only  one,  that  of  the  11th  of  July.  The  correction  is  not 
mterial  excepting  as  it  conforms  more  strictly  to  the  truths 

I  pray,  &c 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

No.  14.  . 
Mr.  Layard  to  Mr.  Stuart. 

(Extract.)  Foreign  Office,  September  5,  1863. 

WE  have  given  orders  to-day  to  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  at  Liverpool  to 
prevent  the  two  iron-clads  leaving  the  Mersey.  Tliese  orders  had  scarcely  been  sent  when 
we  received  the  note  from  Mr.  Adams^  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy.* 

Mr.  Adams  is  not  yet  aware  that  orders  have  been  given  to  stop  the  vessels.  You 
may  inform  Mr.  Seward  confidentially  of  the  fact. 

No.  15. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September  8,  1865. 
LORD  RUSSELL  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  has  the  honour  to 
inform  him  that  instructions  have  been  issued  which  will  prevent  the  departure  of  the 
two  iron-clad  vessels  from  Liverpool.  ' 

No.  16. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  September  10.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  September  9,  1863, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  Lordship's  note  of  yester- 
day, announcing  the  determination  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  prevent  the  departure 
of  the  war  vessels  now  fitting  out  at  Liverpool.  I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  transmitting 
a  copy  for  the  information  of  my  Government.' 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

No.  17. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  September  11,  1868. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  5tb  instant.  I  have  read  it  witii  great 
regret. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  to  maintain  a  strict 
neutrality  between  the  parties  who  for  two  years  have  carried  on  a  civil  war  bf  unusual 
extent  and  loss  of  life,  on  the  Continent  of  North  America. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  for  the  most  part  succeeded  in  this  impartial  course. 
If  jfliey  have  been  unable  to  prevent  some  violations  of  neutrality  on  the  part  of  ttie 
Queen's  subjects,  the  cause  has  been  that  Great  Britain  is  a  country  which  is  governed 
by  definite  laws,  and  is  not  subject  to  arbitrary  will.  But  law,  as  you  are  well  aware,  is 
enforced  here,  as  in  the  United  States,  by  independent  Courts  of  Justice,  which  will  not 
admit  assertion  for  proof,  nor  conjecture  for  certainty. 

In  the  United  States,  as  in  England,  questions  of  this  nature  have  been  discussed  by 
Judges  of  great  legal  ability,  whose  learning  and  impartiality  have  given  weight  and 
authority  to  their  decisions  .in  every  part  of  the  civilized  world. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  feel  confident  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
will  be  disposed  rather  to  resort  to  those  great  expositors  of  international  law,  and  to  be 
guided  rather  by  a  careful  examination  of  the  course  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  than 
to  yield  to  the  hasty  conclusions  and  prejudiced  imputations  of  publfc  clamour.* 

♦  No.  13. 
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For  instance,  in  the  case  still  pending  of  the  iron-clad  steam-rams  at  Birkenhead^ 
Mr.  Seward,  with  his  knowledge  and  perspicuity  of  judgment,  cannot  fail  to  acknowledge 
that  it  was  necessary  to  show,  not  only  that  these  vessels  were  built  and  equipped 
for  purposes  of  war,  but  also  that  they  were  intended  for  the  so-called  Confederate 
States. 

With  a  view  to  complete  the  evidence  on  this  head,  it  was  material  to  prove  that 
the  iron-clads  were  not  intended  for  the  French  Government  or  for  the  Pasha  of  Egypt. 
With  respect  to  the  French  Government,  Her  Majesty's  Governmient  have  received,  upon 
inquiry,  assurances  through  Earl  Cowley  and  the  Marquis  of  Cad  ore  that  the  French 
Government  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Birkenhead  iron-clads. 

With  respect  to  the  Egyptian  Government,  it  was  only  on  the  5th  instant  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  received  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Colquhoun,  Her  Majesty's  Consul- 
General  in  Egypt,  which  is  conclusive  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  reported,  on  the  28th  August,  that  M.  Bravay.  a  French  subject  and 
a  member  of  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies,  had  stated  to  Ismail  Pasha  very  lately 
that  the  orders  for  the  two  iron-clads  were  given  when  Said  Pasha  was  last  in  Paris. 
M.  Bravay  seems  to  have  urged  Ismail  Pasha  to  fulfil  the  verbal  coiitract  of  his  prede- 
cessor, by  purchasing  these  vessels,  for  which  he,  M.  Bravay,  had  paid,  as  he  alleged,  a 
large  sum  on  account.  But  Ismail  Pasha,  Mr.  Colquhoun  adds,  refused  to  purchase  these 
vessels. 

From  this  example,  and  that  of  the  vessels  built  for  the  Emperor  of  China,  whose 
name  was  alleged  all  over  the  United  States  to  be  a  mere  sham  to  cover  the  real  destina- 
tion of  the  vessels,  the  President  will  gather  how  necessary  it  is  io  be  dispassionate  and 
careful  in  inquiries  and  statements  upon  subjects  involving  such  great  interests  and 
aflfectiug  the  good  faith  and  character  of  a  Power  so  honourable  as  Great  Britain, 

These  matters  will  no  doubt  be  duly  and  dispassionately  considered  bj  the  Govern^ 
ment  at  Washington,  however  they  may  have  been  understood  in  London. 

I  deem  it  right,  however,  to  observe  that  the  question  at  issue  between  yourself  and 
Her  Majesty's  Government  relates  to  two  separate  and  distinct  matters:  the  general 
international  duties  of  neutrality,  and  the  Municipal  Law  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Witit 
regard  to  the  general  duties  of  a  neutral  according  to  international  law,  the  true  doctrine 
has  been  laid  down  repeatedly  by  Presidents  and  Judges  of  eminence  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  doctrine  is,  that  a  neutral  may  sell  to  either  or  both  of  two  belligerent 

garties  any  implements  or  munitions  of  war  which  such  belligerent  may  wish  to  purchase 
'om  the  subjects  of  the  neutral,  and  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  reason  why  a  ship  that  is  to 
be  used  for  warlike  purposes  is  more  an  instrument  or  implement  of  war  than  cannon, 
muskets,  swords,  bayonets,  gunpowder^  and  projectiles  to  be  fired  from  cannon  and 
muskets.  A  ship  or  a  musket  may  be  sold  to  one  belligerent  or  the  other,  and  only 
ceases  to  be  neutral  when  the  ship  is  owned,  manned,  and  employed  in  war,  and  the 
musket  is  held  by  a  soldier  and  used  for  the  purpose  of  killing  his  enemy.  In  fact,  the 
ship  can  never  be  expected  to  decide  a  war  or  a  campaign,  whereas  the  other  things 
above  mentioned  may,  by  equipping  a  large  army,  enable  the  belligerent  which  acquires 
them  to  obtain  decisive  advantages  in  war.  Then  again,  as  regards  the  employment  of 
the  subjects  of  a  neutral  by  either  belligerent,  it  is  obvious  that  even  if  the  whole  crew  of 
a  ship  of  war-  were  composed  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral,  that  crew  would  have  less 
influence  on  the  results  of  the  war,  than  whole  regiments  and  brigades  employed  on  land, 
and  composed  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral  State. 

Now  admitting  that  the  Confederates  have  been  able  to  employ  some  vessels  built 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  prevent 
it,  and  admitting  also  that  which  is  believed  to  be  the  fact,  that  the  Confederates  have 
derived  a  limited  supply  of  arms  apd  ammunition  from  the  United  Kingdom,  notwith- 
standing the  Federal  blockade  of  th^ir  ports,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  perfectly 
notorious  that  the  Federal  Government  have  purchased  in  and  obtained  from  the  United 
Kingdom  a  far  greater  quantity  of  arms  and  warlike  stores. 

As  far,  then,  as  regards  the  drawing  warlike  supplies  from  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
Federal  Government  has  done  in  that  respect  a  great  deal  more  than  the  Confederates 
have  done,  and. if  in  contradiction  to  the  doctrine  repeatedly  and  deliberately  promulgated 
by  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  the  furnishing  of  such  supplies  by  the  subjects  of  a 
neutral  to  one  belligerent  is,  as  you  would  seem  to  represent  it,  an  act  of  wax  against  ihe 
other  belligerent,  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  must .  be  deemed  to  be  at  war 
with  both  the  contending  parties  in  ITorth  America,  but  to  have  given  greater  assistance 
in  the  war  to  the  Federals  than  to  the  Confederates. 

But  if  the  question  with  regard  to  war  is  to  be  raised,  the  difference  is  far  greater. 
Even  admitting,  as  asserted  by  you — though  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  no  knowledj^e 
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of  the  fact — ^that  a  small  number  of  British  subjects  have,  in  defiance  of  Her  Majesty's 
Proclamation,  engaged  in  the  service,  either  by  sea  or  by  land,  of  the  Confederates,  it 
might  be  asked  whether  no  British  seamen  are  now  employed  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States'  Government ;  at  all  events  it  is  well  known  that  lai-ge  numbers  of  natural- 
bom  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  have  fought  and  fallen  in  the  ranks  of  the  Federal 
armies,  and  it  is  confidently  asserted,  though  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  no 
proof  of  the  fact,  that  agents  of  the  Federal  Government  are  employed  within  the  United 
Kingdom  to  engage  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  with  a 
view  of  engaging,  when  there,  in  the  military  service  of  the  Federal  Government.  licr 
Majesty's  Government  would  fain  hope  that  such  reports  are  unfounded,  because  such  a 
proceeding  would  not  only  be  a  departure  from  international  comity,  inasmuch  as  it 
would  be  tempting  British  subjects  to  act  in  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  Proclamation,  but 
it  would  also  be  diametrically  at  variance  with  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  upon  a  similar  matter  in  1855,  during  the  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  Russia. 

Upon  the  second  branch  of  this  subject,  namely,  the  question  how  far  Her  Majesty's 
Government  hkve  enforced  the  Municipal  Law  of  the  United  Kingdom,  commonly  called 
the  ''  Foreign  Enlistment  Act/'  Her  Majesty's  Government  can  only  repeat  that  they 
have  taken  every  step  to  enforce  that  law  which  by  legal  authority  tney  have  been 
advised  to  be  within  their  competency,  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  will,  from  a  due 
regard  to  their  own  good  faith  and  to  the  national  dignity,  continue,  without  regard  to  any 
other  consideration,  to  pursue  the  same  course. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  forbear  from  making  any  remarks  upon  the  [wissage 
which  is  quoted  by  you  from  some  Confederate  newspaper,  the  editor  of  which  tries  to 
to  show  what  damage  the  ^^  Warrior  "  could  inflict  upon  the  sea-board  of  the  Federal 
States. 

Such  remarks  have  happily  no  bearing  upon  the  present  state  of  things,  and  may  be 
dismissed  without  comment. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  conclusion,  can  only  hope  that  the  Government  at 
Washington  may  take  a  calmer  and  more  dispassionate  view  of  these  matters  than  seems 
to  be  inferred  from  your  note ;  but  at  all  events  Her  Majesty's  Government  can  with 
perfect  sincerity  assure  you  that  it  is  their  earnest  desire  faithfully  to  perform  the  duties 
of  neutrality  in  the  unhappy  conflict  which  now  devastates  so  large  a  portion  of  the  States 
of  North  America,  and  that  so  far  from  being  animated  by  any  feelings  of  hostility 
towards  either  of  the  contending  parties,  they  would  deem  it  fortunate  and  honourable  to 
Great  Britain  if  any  opportunity  should  occur  which  could  offer  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment the  slightest  chance  of  being  in  any  way  useful  in  promoting  the  establishment  of 
peace. 

I  have  to  add  that  instructions  have  been  issued  for  preventing  the  departure .  of  the 
iron-clad  vessels  in  question  from  Liverpool  until  satisfactory  evidence  can  be  given  as  to 
their  destination,  or,  at  all  events,  until  the  inquiries  which  are  now  being  prosecuted  with 
a  \iew  to  obtain  such  evidence  shall  have  been  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

No.  18. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell  — {Received  September  18.; 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  September  16,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  on  the  14th  of  your  note  dated  on 
the  11th,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  6th  of  the  current  month. 

Tour  Lordship  remarks  that  you  had  read  my  letter  with  great  regret.  On  mj" 
part  I  am  very  sure  that  it  could  not  exceed  the  regret  with  which  I  wrote  it. 

Tou  are  pleased  to  observe  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  hopes  my  Government 
may  take  a  calmer  and  more  dispassionate  view  of  the  matters  involved  in  this  discussion 
than  seems  to  be  inferred  from  my  note.  If  in  that  note  I  should  have  unfortunately 
led  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  any  inference  of  the  kind,  I  can  only  assure  your 
Lordship  that  the  fault  must  be  exclusively  mine.  At  the  same  time  I  feel  it  my  duty 
not  to  disguise  from  you  the  very  grave  sense  it  entertains  of  the  danger  that  Her 
Majestjr's  Kingdom  may  be  freely  used  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  numerous  ill-disposed  subjects  of  her  own,  to  carry  on  a  war  against  them  in 
manner  and  spirit  whoDy  at  variance  with  the  rules  of  neutrality  which  Her  Majesty's 
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Government  lias  prescribed  for  itself  in  the  present  contest,  as  well  as  with  the  stronger 
obligations  of  amity  and  good-will  imposed  by  solemn  Treaties  long  since  entered  Into 
between  the  parties. 

Your  Lordship  appears  disposed  to  throw  aside  the  extract  made  in  my  note  from 
uu  insurgent  publication  as  "  happily  having  no  bearing  upon  the  present  state  of  things." 
That  publication  was  predicated  upon  the  expectation  raised  by  the  report  of  the  case  of 
the  "Alexandra/'  that  no  farther  obstructions  to  the  full  execution  of  the  policy  therein 
indicated  would  be  made  in  the  ports  of  Her  Majesty's  kingdom.  Coming  as  it  did  in 
corroboration  of  secret  information  derived  from  other  sources,  I  certainly  felt  as  if  it 
was  incumbent  upon  me  to  lay  before  you  a  view  of  the  consequences  not  unlikely  to 
result  from  the  adoption  of  the  conclusions  announced  to  me  in  your  note  of  the  1st, 
which  fully  justified  that  expectation.  If  Her  Majesty's  Government'have  not  the  power 
to  prevent  the  harbours  and  towns  of  a  friendly  nation  from  being  destroyed  by  vessels 
built  by  British  subjects,  and  equipped,  manned,  and  despatched  from  her  harbours,  with 
J;he  intention  to  work  that  immense  mischief,  then  is  the  neutrality  of  the  kingdom 
nothing  more  than  a  shadow  under  which  war  may  be  conducted  with  more  effect  than  if 
undisguised ;  and  all  international  obligations,  whether  implied  or  expressed,  not  worth 
the  paper  on  which  they  are  written. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  intention  to  renew  with  your  Lordship  the  discussion  of  the 
extent  to  which  a  belligerent  may  draw  resources  from  the  territories  of  a  neutral,  nor 
yet  to  examine  the  degree  in  which  the  respective  parties  to  the  present  contest  have 
done  so  in  Great  Britain.  The  limit  in  the  first  instance  is  well  known  to  be  the  law  of 
trade  which  passively  ignores  the  character  of  the  purchaser.  That  limit  I  desire  once 
more  to  declare  to  your  Lordship  has  never  been  passed  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  Whatever  may  be  the  insinuations  or  intimations  to  the  contrary,  to  which  your 
Lordship  alludes,  the  repeated  and  authorized  denials  of  them  made  by  me  would  seem 
in  ordinary  courtesy  to  be  entitled  to  full  confidence,  at  least  so  long  as  it  is  admitted 
that  no  evidence  exists  to  impair  its  reputation  for  good  faith. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  history  of  the  past  two  years  has  proved,  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  denial,  that  the  insurgents  have  steadily  and  persistently  been  engaged  in  trans- 
gressing the  limit  above  laid  do\ni.  They  have  built  ships,  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom, 
with  the  intent  to  make  war  on  the  United  States ;  they  have  equipped  and  armed  those 
ships  with  the  aid  of  British  subjects ;  they  have  manned  those  ships  by  enlistments  of 
British  subjects ;  and  without  ever  entering  any  insurgent  harbour,  they  have  sailed  on 
the  high  seas,  comhiitting  depredations  on  the  property  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag.  In  advance  of  this  series  of  proceedings, 
I  have  been  steadily  engaged  in  making  representations  of  the  danger  of  the  same  to 
your  Lordship,  the  correctness  of  which  has  been  almost  uniformly  verified  by  the  result. 
'  In  the  very  first  instance  in  which  I  had  the  honour  to  present  a  reriionstrance  to  your 
Lordship,  the  case  of  the  gun-boat  ^^  Oreto,"  it  appears  from  the  admission  of  the  individual 
now  in  command  of  that  vessel  under  the  name  of  the  "  Florida,"  that  she  was  built  in 
the  port  of  Liverpool  with  the  intent  to  carry  on  war  against  the  United  States.  I  quote 
from  the  language  of  a  letter  signed  by  J.  M".  Maffitt,  which  has  appeared  in  the  public 
prints,  when  I  say  that  ^^  that  corvette  has,  in  fact,  been  built  and  armed  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  States  of  America."  This  building  and  arming  are  well  known 
to  have  been  done  from  the  ports  and  harbours  of  Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies. 
Arid  just  so  has  it  been  with  the  other  vessels  of  the  same  nature  on  the  ocean  that  have 
never  yet  earned  any  national  character  excepting  that  which  may  attach  to  them  from 
the  territory  where  they  were  built,  equipped,  manned,  and  armed. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enlarge  further  upon  this  view  of  the  case,  or  to  contrast 
this  conduct  of  the  insurgents  with  that  observed  by  the  United  States.  I  shall  content 
myself  only  with  pointing  out  to  your  Lordship  that  the  suffering  by  Great  Britain  of 
such  proceedings  as  I  have  complained  of  is  in  violation  of  the  rules  of  neutrality 
established  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  as  laid  down  by  distinguished  writers,  including  your 
Lordship,  as  well  as  of  the  very  terms  of  the  Enlistment  Act,  as  adopted  in  this  kingdom 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  those  rules. 

This  is  the  language  of  Martens  on  the  subject : — 

"Celui-1^  au  contraire  blesse  les  devoirs  de  la  neutrality  qui,  sans  engagements 
anterieurs  ....  tolere  sur  son  territoire  les  pr^paratifs  militaires  de  Tune  des 
Puissances  bellig^rantes  en  souffrant  des  armements  en  course,"  &c. 

I  now  quote  from  the  authority  of  your  Lordship  himself: — 

"  Attempts  on  the  part  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral  Government  to  take  part  in  a 
war,  or  to  make  use  of  the  neutral  territory  as  an  arsenal  or  barrack  for  the  preparation 
and  inception  of  direct  and  immediate  hostilities  against  a  State  with  which  their 
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Government  is  at  peace, — as  by  enlisting  soldiers,  or  fitting  out  ships  of  war,  and  so 
converting,  as  it  were,  neutral  territory  into  a  hostile  depdt  or  post  in  order  to  carry  on 
hostilities  therefrom, — have  an  obvious  tendency  to  involve  in  the  war  the  neutral 
Oovernment  which  tolerates  such  proceedings.  Such  attempts,  if  unchecked,  might 
imply  at  least  an  indirect  participation  in  hostile  acts,  and  they  are  therefore  consistently 
treated  by  the  Government  of  the  neutral  State  as  oflTences  against  its  public  policy  and 
safety,  which  may  thereby  be  implicated." 

How  far  the  Enlistment  Act  appears  to  have  been  infringed  upon,  I  trust  I  need  go 
no  further  to  show  than  to  quote  the  view  with  which  your  Lordship  has  heretofore 
honoured  me  of  what  acts  constitute  a  violation  of  that  Statute  : — 

^^The  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  is  intended  to  prevent  the  subjects  of  the  Crown  from 
going  to  war  when  the  Sovereign  is  not  at  war.  Thus  private  persons  are  prohibited 
from  fitting  out  a  ship  of  war  in  our  ports,  or  from  enlisting  in  the  service  of  a  foreign 
State  at  war  with  another  State,  or  in  the  service  of  insurgents  against  a  foreign 
Sovereign  or  State.  In  these  cases  the  persons  so  acting  would  carry  on  war,  and  thii% 
might  engage  the  name  of  their  Sovereign  and  of  their  nation  in  belligerent  operations." 

And  here  your  Lordship  will  permit  me  to  remind  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment cannot  justly  plead  the  inefficacy  of  the  provisions  of  the  Enlistment  Law  to  enforce 
the  duties  of  neutrality  in  the  present  emergency,  as  depriving  them  of  the  power  to 
prevent  the  anticipated  danger.  It  will  doubtless  be  remembered  that  the  proposition 
made  by  you,  and  which  I  had  the  honour  to  be  the  medium  of  conveying  to  my  Govern- 
ment, to  agree  upon  some  forms  of  amendment  of  the  respective  statutes  of  the  two 
countries  in  order  to  make  them  more  effective,  was  entertained  by  the  latter,  not  from 
any  want  of  confidence  in  the  ability  to  enforce  the  existing  statute,  but  from  a  desire  to 
co-operate  with  what  then  appeared  to  be  the  wish  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers.  But 
upon  my  communicating  this  reply  to  your  Lordship,  and  inviting  the  discussion  of 
propositions,  you  then  informed  me  that  it  had  been  decided  not  to  proceed  any  further  in 
this  direction,  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Cabinet,  sustained  by  the  authority  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  that  the  law  was  fully  effective  in  its  present  shape. 

It  should  here  be  observed  that  it  was  because  I  inferred  from  the  language  of  your 
Lordship's  note  of  the  1st  of  this  month  a  virtual  abnegation  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment of  all  power  practically  to  prevent  the  violation  of  these  admitted  obligations  of 
neutrality  notoriously  going  on  within  this  kingdom,  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  represent, 
in  firm,  but  I  trust  not  disrespectful  or  unsuitable,  language,  the  str.ong  sense  of  injury 
which  my  Government  would  unquestionably  entertain  on  learning  the  unfortunate 
conclusion  to  which  they  had  arrived. 

And  here  I  nrast  ask  permission  of  your  Lordship  to  observe  that  the  disposition 
shown  in  that  note,  to  attach  credit  to  a  fraud  which  to  me  seemed  so  transparent  as 
that  attempted  in  the  person  of  M.  Bravay,  was  calculated  to  inspire  in  me  the  most 
serious  fears  of  the  possibility  of  my  ever  being  able  to  interpose  the  smallest  obstacle  in 
future  to  the  most  barefaced  imposture  that  might  be  practised  in  these  cases  on 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  Well  knowing  the  unscrupulous  character  of  the  parties 
engaged  in  these  operations,  I  had  every  reason  to  apprehend  they  would  always  be 
prepared  with  some  similar  specious  pretence  to  annul  any  attempts  further  to  hinder 
their  illegal  operations. 

The  simulated  ownership  of  this  M.  Bravay  appears  to  have  dated  so  long  back  as 
on  the  3rd  of  July  last.  It  was  first  alleged  that  it  had  been  claimed  through  the  oflScial 
agency  of  theConsul  of  France  at  Liverpool.  And  in  this  form  the  story  was  honoured 
by  the  countenance  of  the  First  Minister,  Lord  Palmerston,  in  the  debate  which  took  place 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  23rd  of  that  month.  Tour  Lordship  will  recollect  that 
I  took  immediate  measures  to  procure  an  effectual  disavowal  of  that  authority  by  the 
French  Consul,  and  to  furnish  the  evidence  to  you.  Supposing  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  this,  you  may  judge  of  my  extreme  astonishment 
when  I  gathered  from  your  note  of  the  1st  instant  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
nearly  two  months  afterwards  was  still  entertaining  doubts  about  the  truth  of  this  story, 
and  had  not  during  the  long  interval  obtained  the  evidence  to  set  the  matter  at  rest. 
Had  your  Lordship  done  me  the  favour  to  mention  the  doubt  at  any  time,  I  flatter  myself 
that  I  could  have  supplied  the  necessary  proof  to  dispel  that  illusion.  I  could  have 
pointed  out  the  fact  that  M.  Bravay,  professing  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  Pasha  of 
Egypt,  yet  carefully  abstaining  from  any  communication  with  his  alleged  employer,  had 
addressed  himself  instead  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  to  get  the  support  of  his  Embassy 
m  England,  in  order  to  effect  the  transfer  of  the  vessels  from  under  the  British  authority. 
He  was  foiled  in  this  attempt  by  the  plain  answer  that  the  ships  having  a  foreign  desti- 
nation, the  French  agents  had  no  auMority  to  intervene  with  the  British  Government  to 
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effect  such  a  transfer.  Not  satisfied  with  making  this  answer,  however,  I  am  informed 
that  the  French  Government  at  once  applied  to  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  in  order  to  verify 
the  correctness  of  M,  Bravay's  statement.  The  answer  was  what  might  naturally  have 
heen  inferred — a  complete  disavowal  of  any  share  in  the  transaction:  M.  Bravay  on  being 
applied  to  for  a  copy  of  any  contract  under  which  he  could  claim  to  act  for  the  Pasha, 
was  obliged  to  confess  that  he  had  none.  But  he  then  pretended  that  his  agreement 
was  verbal  with  a  person  who  he  was  sure  could  not  this  time  be  confronted  with  him  to 
prove  his  want  of  veracity,  the  late  Pacha  of  the  same  country. 

Such  being  the  facts  attending  this  extraordinary  imposture,  your  Lordship  may 
judge  of  my  surprise  on  learning  from  your  note  that  on  the  1st  of  September,  "  the 
inquiries  set  on  foot  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  failed  to  show  that  the  statement 
of  French  ownership  was  without  foundation,"  Furthermore  that  **  there  was  no  legal 
evidence  against  M.  Bravay's  claim,  and  that  the  responsible  agent  of  the  Customs  at 
Liverpool  afl^rmed  his  belief  that  these  vessels  had  not  been  built  for  the  Confederates." 
Lastly,  that  "  upon  these  and  other  grounds  Her  Majesty's  Government  were  advised 
that  they  could  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  these  vessels." 

•  Under  these  circumstances,  I  trust,  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  was  somewhat  moved  on 
perceiving  that  the  peace  of  two  great  countries,  and  the  lives  of  perhaps  thousands  of 
the  people  inhabiting  them,  were  about  to  be  seriously  endangered  by  the  acts  of  profligate 
and  unscrupulous  mischief-makers,  whose  operations  were  to  be  permitted  by  reason 
of  the  want  of  a  scruple  of  technical  evidence  to  prove  a  gross  and  flagrant  fraud.  With 
regard  to  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty^s  Customs  Agent  at  Liverpool,  I  had  already  had 
abundant  cause  to  know  the  value  of  that  in  various  preceding  instances  in  which  I  have 
had  occasion  to  address  remonstrances  against  the  notorious  proceedings  at  that  port.  If 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  look  no  further  for  jproof  to  invalidate  the  evidence  which  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  present,  I  can  readily  foresee  what  will  be  the  issue.  I  respectfully 
8a])mit  that  the  interests  of  two  nations  are  of  too  much  magnitude  to  be  measured  by 
the  infinitesimal  scale  of  the  testimony  permissible  before  a  jury  in  a  Common  Law  Court. 
I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  here  remind  your  Lordship  of  the  significant  language  used  in  a 
IparaUel  case  informer  days  by  that  distinguished  British  Statesman  George  Canning,  when 
he  deprecated  the  consequence  of  "permitting  the  paltry,  pettifogging  way  of  fitting  out 

^  ships  in  British  harbours  "  to  ^'sneat  his  country  into  a  war.*'  It  may,  indeed,  well  be 
that  the  inability  to  prevent  some  yiolations  of  neutrality  in  past  instances  which  your 
Lordship  is  candid  enough  to  confess,  may  be  regarded  by  the  United  States  as  proceeding 
from  special  causes,  which  ought  not  to  impair  confidence  in  the  enforcement  of  a  general 
policy  of  neutrality  by  Her  Majesty's  Government ;  but  I  pray  your  Lordship  to  consider 
what  can  be  that  security  when  all  the  barriers  are  virtually  removed  out  of  the  way  of 
an  eflfective  levying  of  war  against  them  from  this  kingdom  on  the  most  formidable 
scale. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  persist  in"  the  opinion  that  the  evidence  which  liiave  had  the 
honour  to  present  to  your  attention  in  regard  to  the  character  and  intent  of  the  war- 
vessels  fitting  out  at  Liverpool  is  entitled  to  belief,,  at  least  so  long  as  it  is  not  rebutted 
by  far  stronger  proof  to  the  contrary  than  that  held  out  by  the  unsupported  word  of  a 
IVench  conmtiercial  adventurer,  proved  to  have  been  capable  of  prevarication,  if  not  of 
absolute  falsehood,  or  by  the  bare  opinion  of  an  official  person  probably  entertaining  a 
sympathy  with  the  cause  of  the  guilty  parties.  The  very  fact  that  resort  has  been  had  to 
such  flimsy  pretences  to  prevent  the  detection  of  the  true  object  seems  to  afford  the 
strongest  proof  that  that  object  is  not  a  lawful  one,  and  is  the  one  pointed  out  in  that 
evidence.  All  exterior  circumstances  go  to  confirm  this  view.  The  universal  impression 
notoriously  existing  in  Liverpool,  the  concurrent  intimations  of  the  Press  of  the  insurgent 
States,  and  the  absence  of  any  other  suitable  explanation,  though  not  constituting  in 
themselves  technical  evidence,  are  yet  important  adjuncts  to  that  which  may  fairly  be 
classed  under  the  definition.  For  myself,  I  must  add  that  I  entertain  not  a  shadow  of 
doubt  that  the  substance  of  the  evidence  is  true.  If,  then,  there  be  any  virtue  in  the 
authority  upon  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  deliberately  decided  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Enlistment  Act  could  be  enforced,  without  the  need  of  any  amendment,  this  is 
.  surely  a  most  fitting  and  urgent  occasion  upon  which  all  the  majesty  of  the  law  may  be 
invoked  to  the  end  of  establishing  justice  and  maintaining  peace. 

In  conclusion,  I  pray  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  spite  of  the 
decision  to  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  appear  to  have  ^arrived,  and  which  you  have 
done  me  the  honour  to  communicate  to  me,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  no  eflforts  are 
intermitted  to  prepare  the  war-vessels  for  immediate  departure.  Well  acquainted  as  I 
am  with  the  desperate  character  of  the  chief  persons  engaged  in  the  insurrection  in  the 
United  States,  I  shall  be  little  surprised  at  learning  of  their  resort  to  any  and  every 
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expedient,  however  audacious  or  dishonest,  which  may  have  for  its  object  the  possession 
of  these  formidable  ships. 

I  pray,  &e. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

No.  19. 

'^Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  September  26,  186a 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letters  of  the  16th  and  17th  of  September.* 
As  the  whole  question  is  under  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  said 
the  orders  given  not  to  permit  the  iron-clads  to  leave  Liverpool  until  farther  inquiry  has 
been  made  seem  to  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  the  present  moment,  I  will  delay  any 
answer  to  those  letters  till  the  facts  have  been  more  fully  ascertained. 

It  is  right  to  inform  you  that  upon  receiving  assurances,  which  the  Treasury  consider 
satisfactory,  that  the  vessel  shall  be  returned  to  Birkenhead^  the  Messrs.  Laird  hare  be^i 
permitted  to  make  a  trial  trip  with  the  vessel  which  is  the  most  advanced. 

I  can  assure  yon  that  I  am  not  less  anxious  than  yourself  that  the  duties  of 
neutrality  should  be  performed  strictly  and  impartially  by  the  Govemmekit  of  Great 
Britain. 

There  are,  however,  passages  in  your  letter  of  the  16th,  as  well  as  in  some  of  your 
former  ones,  which  so  plainly  and  repeatedly  imply  an»  intimation  of  hosfile  proceeding 
towards  Great  Britain  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  unless  steps 
are  taken  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  which  the  law  does  not  authorize,  or  unless  the 
law  which  you  consider  as  insufficient  is  altered,  that  I  deem  it  incumbent  upon  me,  in 
behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  frankly  to  state  to  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment  will  not  be  induced  by  any  such  consideration,  either  to  overstep  the  limits  of  the 
law  or  to  propose  to  Parliament  any  new  law  which  they  may  not,  for  reasons  of  their 
own,  think  proper  to  be  adopted.  They  will  not  shrink  from  any  consequences  of  sudi  * 
decision. 

£  «m»  &c. 
(Signed)  BUSSELL. 

No.  20. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RtisselU — (Received  September  26.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  Londony  September  24,  186S. 

I  AM  credibly  informed  tliat  seventy  or  more  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  insurgent 
vessel  the  '' Florida^"  formerly  the  **  Oreto,"  nearly  all  of  them  British  subjects,  have 
been  sent  over  from  Brest^  and  are  now  in  Liverpool.  They  were  provided  with  &  letter 
to  the  person  acting  on  behalf  of  the  insai^ents  at  Liverpool,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
transmitted.  I  need  not  point  out*  to  your  Lordship  the  £Btct  that  the  last  sentence  implies 
habitual  action  in  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  the  realm ;  such,  indeed,  as  if  commuted 
by  any  Agent  of  the  United  States  would  be  likely  to  attract  the  immediate  notice  of  H« 
Majesty's  Government.  It  corroborates  all  the  evidence  heretofore  presented  by  me  on 
the  same  subject.  I  have  further  reason  to  believe  that  under  this  sentence  is  intended  a 
transfer  of  many  of  these  men  to  one  of  the  iron-clad  war-vessels  now  in  preparation  at 
Liverpool  with  intent  to  carry  on  war  against  the  United  States.  It  is  known  to  me  that 
the  intention  to  dispatch  that  vessel  is  not  yet  abandoned  by  tiie  parties  ooncemed  in  the 
enterprise. 

I  way,  &c 
(Signed)  OHABLES  FBANGIS  ADAMS. 

Indosure  in  No.  20. 

Commander  Maffit  to  Ckiptain  BuUock,  C.S.K 

Sir,  «  Florida,''  Brest,  September  3,  1863. 

HEREWITH  I  send  you  a  list  of  men  discharged  from  the  « Florida,"  with  their 
accounts  and  discharges.  Many  of  them  hare  asked  for  transfers,  and  others  for  rrfelence 
to  you  or  to  a  Confederate  agent.  I  would  request  you  to  provide  them  situations  in  the 
service. 

I  have,  &c.  

(Signed)  J.  N.  MAFPrr. 

^  1  r  f  •  - 

«  For  Letter  of  17th  December,  see  "  North  America,  No.  1  (1864),"  No.  15. 
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.No,  21. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  September  29.) 

My  Lord,  •  Legation  of  the  United  States^  London,  September  29,  1863, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of  the  26th  instant. 
I  shall  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  a  copy  to  my  Government. 

I  must  pray  your  Lordship's  pardon  if  I  confess  myi^lf  at  a  loss  to  perceive  what 
portions  of  my  late  correspondence  could  justify  the  implications  to  which  you  refer. 
So  far  from  intimating  **  hostile  proceedings  towards  Great  Britain "  ^*  unless  the  law 
which  I  consider  as  insufficient  is  altered/'  the  burden  of  my  argument  was  to  urge  a 
reliance  upon  the  law  as  sufficient,  as  well  from  the  past  experience  of  the  United  States 
as  from,  the  confidence  expressed  in  it  by  the  most  eminent  authority  in  the  Kingdom. 

Neither  do  I  find  any  ground  for  the  other  implication.  It  is  very  true  that  I  have 
deeply  regretted  the  supposition  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  should  admit  itself 
powerless  to  execute  any  of  those  obligations  which  are  recognized  by  the  consent  of 
civilized  nations,  as  well  as  the  faith  of  Treaties  to  be  binding  equally  upon  all ;  and  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  point  out  the  consequences  which  follow  that  inability,  in  the 
absolute  necessity  imposed  upon  an  aggrieved  party  to  defend  itself  from  the  worst  of 
injuries.  This  is  the  principle  which  I  have  been  directed  to  maintain,  not  from  any 
idea  of  presenting  any  form  of  condition  whatever  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  but 
from  a  confident  expectation  that  an  address  to  its  sense  of  right  may  avail  to  gain  for 
the  United  States  exactly  the  same  measure  of  justice  which  it  would  expect  from  that 
counti^  in  return  were  the  respective  situations  reversed. 

If  in  any  respect  I  have  appeared  to  trangress  the  line  of  argument  here  laid 
down,  I  pray  your  Lordship  to  consider  the  fault  as  one  not  of  intention  on  my  part, 
and  not  at  all  belonging  to  my  Government. 

In  transmitting  your  Lordship's  note,  without  further  comment,  I  shall  hope  to  be 
able  to  submit  the  question  in  what  degree  its  sentiments  may  been  in  any  particular 
misinterpreted  by  me. 

I  trust  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  any  assurances  to  your  Lordship  of  the 
earnestness  with  which  I  have  ever  striven  to  maintain  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  the 
relations  of  amity  and  goodwill  between  the  two  countries. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

No.  22. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office j  September  30,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  calUng 
my  attention  tq  the  arrival  at  Liverpool  of  a  large  party  of  men  belonging  to  the  Confe- 
derate steadier  ^<  Florida ; '\  and  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  I  lost  no  time  in 
coiumunicating  to  th©  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  copies  oi  your  letters 
and  of  its  inclosures. 

I  have  to  add,  however,  that  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  "had  been 
some  days  previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  attracted!  by  paragraphs  in  the  public 
papers  to  the  arrival  of  these  men,  and  that  inquiries  were  at  once  set  on  foot,  and  that  the 
course  which  can  be  taken  in  regard  to  them  is  under  the  serious  consideration  of  Her 


Majesty's  Qoverpment. 


I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  23, 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  October  5,  1863 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  September 
in  answer  to  mine  of  the  25th  of  that  month,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  I  had 
misunderstood  you,  and  that  the  passages  in  your  correspondence  which  had  led  to  my 
observations  were  merely  intended  by  you  to  express  your  confidence  that  the  sense  of 
right  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  avail  to  gain  for  the  United 
States  exactly  the  same  measure  of  justice  which  it  would  expect  from  the  United  States 
in  return,  were  the  respective  situations  reversed. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 
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No.24. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Ruisell. — {Received  October     .) 

My  Lord,  Legation  qf  the  United  States^  London,  October  12,  1863. 

I  TAKE  great  pleasure  in  performing  the  duty  imposed  on  me  by  my  Government  of 
expressing  its  satisfaction  witfi  the  intelligence  which  I  had  the  honour  of  communicating 
to  it  by  the  transmission  of  your  Lordship's  note  to  me  of  the  8th  of  September. 

liie  President,  not  insensible  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  decision  to  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  in  that  note  signified  it  had  arrived,  is  gratified  in  being  able  to 
regard  it  in  the  light  of  a  sincere  desire  on  just  principles  to  maintain  its  friendly  relations 
with  the  United  States.  I  am  therefore  instructed  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the 
Government  will  hereafter  hold  itself  obliged,  with  even  more  care  than  heretofore,  to 
endeavour  so  to  conduct  its  intercourse  with  Great  Britain  as  that  the  war  in  which  it  is 
now  unhappily  involved  may,  .whenever  it  may  terminate,  leave  to  neither  nation  any 
permanent  cause  of  discontent. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS* 

No.  25. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  RusselU — (Received  Jainuary  11.) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  December  24,  1863. 

I  HAV£  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  an  extract  from  the  Wasbrngton 
newspaper  **  Star  **  of  the  19th  instant,  containing  what  purports  to  be  parts  of  a  Report  of 
the  Secretaries  of  the  so-called  Confederate  Treasury  and  Navy. 

Your  Lordship  wiU  observe  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  states,  that  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  he  sent  twenty-seven  commissioned  officers  and  forty  trust- 
worthy petty  officers  to  the  British  Provinces  with  orders  to  organise  an  expedition  and 
co-operate  with  army  officers  in  an  attempt  to  release  the  prisoners  on  Johnson's  Island. 

The  Secretary  also  states  that  by  the  last  courier  he  had  sent  instructions  that  would 
shortly  be  made  apparent  to  the  enemies  of  the  Confederates  nearer  home.  This  passage 
is  supposed  t©  refer  to  the  plan  for  the  seizure  of  United  States'  vessels  by  Confederates 
embarking  as  passengers,  which  was  executed  in  the  case  of  the  **  Chesapeake. '' 

The  Secretary  gives,  moreover,  particulars  respecting  contracts  for  building  iron-clad 
vessels  for  the  Confederate  service,  in  England  and  France,  and  respecting  the  use  to 
which  those  vessels  were  to  be  put. 

1  have  sent  the  newspaper  extract  to  the  Govemor-General  of  Canada* 

»  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  in  No.  25. 
Extract  from  the  "  Star""  of  December  19,  1863. 

A  Miserable  Couple. — Memminger  and  Mallort  in  a  Muddle. — The  official 
reports  of  the  rebel  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  Navy,  Memminger  and  Mallory,  are 
even  more  lugubrious  in  tone,  if  that  were  possible,  than  that  of  their  master  Jeff. 

The  whole  actual  receipts  into  the  rebel  treasury  within  the  ten  months  covered  by 
Memminger's  report  is  less  than  ten  millions  of  dollars ;  the  war  tax  yielding  only 
$4,128,988,  and  sequestration  of  the  property  of  Union  men,  $1,862,550;  customs, 
$934,798:  export  duty  on  cotton,  $8,101;  and  the  patent  fund,  $10,794.  The  other 
receipts  (apparent)  have  been  from  borrowed  money  and  the  issue  of  notes. 

Mr.  Memminger  estimates  that  with  the  present  amount  of  rebel  debt,  and  what  will 
be  due  at  the  end  of  the  year  1864,  the  frightful  aggregate  will  be  $2,50ff,000,000.  The 
debt  now  is  loosely  stated  at  $1,000,000,000,  of  which  $800,000,000  are  treasury  notes. 
Mr.  Memminger  declares  that  the  only  plan  that  he  can  devise  is,  to  restore  the  currency  to 
a  specie  basis.  The  Confederacy  has  been  disappointed  in  supplies  from  abroad.  It 
expected  immense  sums  to  it  for  their  cotton  and  for  the  privilege  of  trade,  but  the  yield 
has  been  very  trifling.  Less  than  a  million  of  dollars  has  been  received  for  the  customs 
revenue  of  all  the  rebel  States,  and  yet  Jeff.  Davis  tells  Europe  that  the  blockade  is 
inefficient.     Mr.  Memminger  intends  to  borrow  a  few  hundred  millions  more,  and  desires  the 
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wise  men  at  Richmond  to  devise  means  to  pay  the  interest  in  specie.  The  latter  is  to  be 
raised  by  a  specie  tax,  which  is  to  be  wrung  out  of  a  population  entirelv  destitute  of  coin, 
or  by  the  creation  of  notes,  to  be  received  as  specie.  The  whole  affair  is  evidently  a 
sublime  muddle  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

He  has  a  sort  of  dazed  idea,  however,  that  the  Confederate  people  can  be  forced  into 
taking  the  bonds  by  the  requirement  that  they  shall  p&y  half  their  tax  in  coin  or  coupons, 
thus  creating  a  demand  for  the  coupon  bonds. 

The  parties  most  likely  to  contribute  to  the  loan,  Mr.  Memminger  thinks,  are  banks, 
railroad  companies  and  capitalists,  and  they  all  have  a  direct  interest  in  taking  up  a  loan 
that  will  retire  the  currency  and  thus  reduce  prices. .  In  reply  to  the  objection  that  the 
limitation  of  the  time  in  which  the  Treasury  notes  may  be  redeemed  is  a  violation  of  the 
compact,  expressed  or  implied,  on  which  they  were  taken,  Mr.  Memminger  raises  the 
argument  that  the  measure  is  a  necessity  of  war,  and  unless  it  is  adopted  these  very  notes 
will  cease  to  be  of  value.  He  says,  *'  The  proposed  scheme  tenders  the  creditor  payment 
of  his  debt  before  it  is  due  in  a  security  of  greater  value.  The  Government,  in  effect,  does 
what  an  honest  creditor  in  distress  is  bound  to  do — recognizes  its  debt,  offers  the  best 
security  in  its  power  for  payment,  and  asks  for  time.  If  the  currency  remains  in  its  present 
state  prices  must  advance,  taxes  become  fruitless  by  reason  of  the  depreciation  of  the  money, 
the  army  cannot  be  paid  or  fed,  the  Government  cannot  be  supported,  and  the  country 
must  succumb.  Calamities  so  disastrous  must  be  averted  by  every  means  within  the  power 
of  the  Government.  No  contract,  however  solemn,  can  require  national  ruin,  and  in  such 
case  the  maxim  must  prevail  that  the  public  safety  is  the  supreme  law." 

Mallory,  Secretary  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  has  a  budget  of  disasters  to  chronicle. 

On  the  Mississippi  many  of  the  Confederate  vessels  "  were  either  captured  by  the 
enemy  or  burned  by  our  officers  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  United 
States'  forces."  He  has  a  crumb  of  satisfaction  in  the  captmre  of  the  ^*  Harriet  Lane,"  but 
*^owing  to  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy*' he  has  "not  deemed  it  advisable  to  attempt  any 
offensive  operations." 

He  had  designed  to  ^* harass  the  enemy"  severely  with  the  Nashville,  but 
"  unfortunately  she  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy."  The  ram  "  Queen  of  the  Wpst "  was 
"  recaptured  by  the  enemy,"  with  her  officers  and  crew,  **  the  result  of  carelessness  on  the 
part  of  the  commander." 

Owing  to  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson  and  Vicksburg,  the  machinery  prepared  for 
western  rebel  boats  in  progress  of  construction  is  declared  useless,  and  Mallory  advises 
that  it  be  sold.  The  following  paragraphs  are  significant,  as  showing  thef  nature  of  the 
rebel  plot  for  the  release  of  Confederate  prisoners  on  Lake  Erie,  as  admitting  to  the  fullest 
by  rebel  official  authority  what  the  British  Government  seems  to  find  difficult  to  prove — 
le.,  the  rebel  ownership  of  the  rams  in  the  Mersey  ;  and  further,  the  important  fact  that 
both  England  and  France  are  now  turning  the  cold  shoulder  to  the  rebel  pirates : — 

**  During  the  months  of  July  and  August,  I  sent  twenty-seven  commissioned  officers 
and  forty  trustworthy  petty  officers  to  the  British  Provinces,  with  orders  to  organize  an 
expedition,  and  co-operate  with  army  officers  iu  an  attempt  to  release  the  Confederate 
prisoners  confined  on  Johnson's  Island,  in  Lake  Erie.  From  time  to  time  I  learned  that 
the  arrangements  made  were  such  as  to  insure  the  most  complete  success.  A  large  amount 
of  money  had  been  expended,  and  just  as  our  gallant  naval  officers  were  about  to  set  sail 
on  this  expedition,  the  English  authorities  gave  information  to  the  enemy,  and  thus 
prevented  the  execution  of  one  of  the  best  planned  enterprises  of  the  present  war. 

*'  In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  President,  early  in  the  present  year  I  dispatched 
several  agents  to  England  and  France  with  orders  to  contract  for  eight  iron-clad  vessels, 
suitable  for  ocean  service,  and  calculated  to  resist  the  ordinary  armament  of  the  wooden 
vessels  of  the  enemy.  These  ships  were  to  be  provided  with  rams,  and  designed  expressly 
to  break  the  blockade  of  such  of  the  ports  as  were  not  blockaded  by  the  iron-clad  monitors 
of  the  enemy;  Five  of  these  vessels  were  contracted  for  in  England,  and  three  in  France. 
Due  precautions  were  taken  against  contravening  the  laws  of  England  in  the  construction 
and  equipment  of  the  vessels.  They  have  been  completed,  but  owing  to  the  construction 
of  her  neutrality  law,  the  Government  of  England  stationed  several  war-vessels  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mersey,  and  prevented  their  departure  from  England.  Subsequently  they 
were  seized  by  the  British  Government.  Another  and  larger  vessel  has  since  been 
completed,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  she  will  be  allowed  to  leave  the  shores  of  England,  although 
it  is  believed  the  precautions  taken  are  sufficient  to  exempt  her  from  the  fate  of  her 
consorts. 

**  The  vessels  being  constructed  in  France  have  been  subjected  to  so  many  official  visita- 
tions that  I  have  forwarded  instructions  to  cease  operations  upon  them,  until  the  result  of 
n^otiations  now  pending  shall  permit  our  agent  to  resume  work  upon  them.    In  this 
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connection  it  is  proper  for  me  to  state  that  the  great  revulsion  in  popular  sentiment^  both 
in  England  and  France,  towards  the  Confederate  Government  has  rendered  our  efforts  to 
obtain  supplies  from  those  countries  almost  abortive.  In  view  of  all  possible  contingencies 
I  have  instructed  the  agents  of  this  Department  to  wait  a  more  favourable  opportunity  for 
carrying  out  the  instructions  previously  forwarded.  By  the  last  courier  I  sent  instructions 
that  wiU  shortly  be  made  apparent  to  our  enemies  nearer  home.  I  do  not  deem  it  advisable 
to  communicate  any  portion  of  these  plans  to  your  honourable  Body  at  the  present  tim% 
for  reasons  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  President. 

*'  Although  the  operations  of  our  navy  have  not  been  extensive,  I  cannot  overlook  the 
services  of  Captain  Semmes  in  the  '  Alabama.'  During  the  year,  he  has  captured  upwards 
of  ninety  vessels,  seventy  of  which  he  destroyed,  the  others  being  either  bonded  or 
released.  One  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  this  officer  reports  having  experienced  is  the 
difficulty  he  now  has  in  procuring  full  supplies  of  coal.  The  provincial  English  authorities 
have  hitherto  afforded  him  every  facility,  but  recently  they  have  interpreted  their  neutrality 
laws  so  stringently  that  our  war-vessels  and  privateers  are  much  embarrassed  in  obtaining 
suitable  supplies.'^ 

•  4 

No.  26. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  RusselL-^Received  January  1 6.) 

My  Lord,  Washington^  Decemb^  31,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  an  extract  from  the  ^'  New  York  Times  "  newspaper 
of  yesterday,  containing  a  complete  copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  so*caUed 
Confederate  Navy. 

The  passages  concerning  the  invasion  of  Canada,  the  construction  of  iron-clads  in 
England  and  France,  and  the  passage  suppose  to  refer  to  the  projects  for  seizing  the 
'*  Chesapeake "  and  other  vessels,  were  among  those  parts  of  the  Report  which  were 
transmitted  to  your  Lordship  with  my  despatch  of  the  24th  instant. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


•  Inclosure  in  No.  26. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Confederate  Navy. 

Hon.  T.   S.  Bocock,    Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Confederate  States 
of  America. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  my  third  Annual  Report  of  the  condition  of 
this  Department.  The  operations  of  this  branch  of  the  Confederate  service  have  been 
chiefly  confined  to  preparations  for  ridding  our  waters  of  the  enemy's  vessels  now  blockading 
our  seaports.  We  have  also  been  engaged  in  building,  arming,  and  equipping  iron-clads 
and  other  steamers  for  service  in  our  rivers  and  inland  sounds.  On  the  Mississippi  many 
of  these  vessels  have  done  valuable  service  to  our  cause,  while  others,  not  yet  completed, 
were  either  captured  by  the  enemy  or  burned  by  our  oflicers  to  prevent  them  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  United  States*  forces.  On  the  1st  of  •January  some  of  our  naval 
officers  manned  a  steamer  and  two  schooners,  in  which  they  sailed  forth  jfrom  the  harbour 
of  Galveston,  and  captured  the  United  States'  gun-boat  ''  Harriet  Lane,"  safely  withdrawing 
her  out  of  the  reach  of  the  other  United  States'  vessels  then  blockading  that  port. 

The  *'  Harriet  Lane"  has  since  been  put  into  complete  order,  and  has  on  board  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  officers  and  men  ready  for  an  opportunity  to  distinguish  themselves. 
Owing  to  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy,  I  have  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  give  orders  for  this 
vessel  to  attempt  any  offensive  operations.  In  accordance  with  my  instructions,  the  Con- 
federate steamer  Florida  successfully  ran  the  blockade  from  Mobile  on  the  13th  of  January, 
since  which  time  she  has  been  engaged  in  operations  against  the  commerce  of  the  enemy, 
capturing  and  destroying  vessels  and  property  amounting  already  to  several  millions  of 
dollars.  On  the  17th  of  the  same  month,  the  "Alabama"  destroyed  the  United  States' 
gun-boat  "  Haiteras,"  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  which  daring  exploit  her  commander 
deserves  the  thanks  of  the  Congress.  On  the  31st  of  the  same  month,  three  of  our  iron- 
clad steamers,  officered  and  manned  by  some  of  the  bravest  men  of  our  navy,  succeeded  in 
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inflicting  serioua  injury  upon  the  blockading  fleet  off  Charleston  harbour.  Two  of  the 
enemy's  vessels  were  digabled,  and  although  one  of  them  surrendered  we  were  unable  to 
secure  the  fruits  of  this  victory,  owing  to  the  injury  sustained  by  our  own  vessels,  by  the 
coUision  that  occurred. 

Had  the  commander  of  this  expedition  been  careful  to  strike  the  enemy  amidships, 
his  vessel  would  have  remained  uninjured,  and  our  victory  would  'have  been  complete.  I 
had  ordered  a  crew  to  be  detached  for  service  on  the  steamer  '*  Nashville/'  designing  to  use 
her  for  the  purpose  of  harassing  the  enemy  while  erecting  batteries  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Ogechee  river ;  but  unfortunately  she  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy  before  my  plans  were 
carried  out.  On  the  16th  of  April,  the  ram  '^  Queen  of  the  West,"  which  we  had  captured 
from  the  enemy,  was  recaptured,  and  her  officers  and  crew,  numbering  one  hundred  and 
twenty  persons,  made  prisoners.  This  occurrence  was  the  result  of  carelessness  on  the  part 
of  the  commander,  who  has  since  been  cashiered  and  dismissed  from  the  service.  During 
the  months  of  May  and  June,  our  gim-boats  on  the  Western  waters  actively  co-operated 
with  our  land  forces,  and,  although  operating  under  many  disadvantages,  miany  gallant 
exploits  were  performed  by  their  officers  and  crews. 

Owing  to  the  evacuation  of  Vicksburg  and  the  surrenda*  of  Port  Hudson,  I  deemed  it 
advisable  to  give  orders  to  withdraw  all  our  vessels  in  that  region  to  safe  and  ^cure  harbours, 
and  cease  the  construction  of  those  contracted  for,  the  machinery  for  which  was  being 
transported  to  the  several  depots.  Some  of  this  machinery  is  now  stored  at  various  points, 
and  as  it  seems  unlikely  to  be  required  for  service  at  the  West,  and  is  unsuitable  for  use 
elsewhere.  I  suggest  that  it  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  be  applied  to  other  purposes.  On 
the  seas  some  of  our  small  privateers  have  inflicted  considerable  injury  upon  the  enemy's 
commerce.  The  **  Tacony'*  enta^  the  harbour  of  Portland,  and  captured  the  United 
States'  revenue  cutter  **  Caleb  Gushing.*'  Owing  to  ignorance  of  the  harbour,  our  officers 
were  unable  to  take  the  ''  Gushing ''  out  to  sea.  and  she  was  again  recaptured  on  the  27th 
of  June  by  vessels  sent  in  pursuit.     Her  crew  were  made  prisoners. 

During  the  months  of  July  and  August  I  sent  twenty-seven  commissioned  officers  and 
forty  truptwortiiy  petty  officers  to  the  British  Provinces,  with  orders  to  oi^anize  an  expedi- 
tion and  to  co*operate  with  army  officers  in  an  attempt  to  release  the  Gonfederate  prisoners 
confined  on  Johnson's  Island,  in  Lake  Erie. 

From  time  to  time  I  learned  that  the  arrangements  made  were  such  as  to  insure  the 
most  complete  success.  A  large  amount  of  money  had  been  expended,  and  just  as  our 
gallant  naval  officers  were  about  to  set  sail  on  this  expedition,  the  EngUsh  authorities  gave 
information  to  the  enemy,  and  thus  prevented  the  execution  of  one  of  the  best  planned 
enterprises  of  the  present  war.'  In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  President,  early  in 
the  jH'esent  year  I  despatched  several  agents  to  England  and  France,  with  orders  to 
contract  for  eight  iron-clad  vessels  suitable  for  ocean  service,  and  calculated  to  resist  the 
ordinary  armament  of  the  wooden  vessels  of  the  enemy.  These  ships  were  to  be  provided 
with  rams,  and  designed  expressly  to  break  the  blockfwie  of  such  of  the  ports  as  were  not 
blockaded  by  the  iron-clad  monitors  of  the  enemy.  Five  of  these  vessels  were  contracted 
forinEnglmid  and  three  in  France.  Due  precautions  were  taken  against  contrnvening 
the  laws  of  England,  in  the  construction  and  equipment  of  these  vessels.  Three  have  been 
completed,  but  owing  to  the  unfriendly  construction  of  her  neutrality  laws,  the  Government 
of  England  stationed  several  war-vessels  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mersey,  and  prevented  their 
departure,  from.  England.  Subsequently  they  were  seized  by  the  British  Government. 
Another  and  larger  vessel  has  since  been  completed  ;  but  it  is  doubtful  if  she  will  be  allowed 
to  leave  the  shores  of  England,  althou^  it  is  beUeved  the  precautions  taken  are  sufficient  to 
exempt  her  from  the  fate  of  her  consorts.  The  vessels  being  constructed  in  France  have 
been  subjected  to  so  many  offidal  visitations  that  I  have  forwarded  instructions  to  cease 
operations  upon  them  until  the  result  of  negotiations  now  pending  shall  permit  our  agent  to 
resume  work  upon  them.  In  this  connection^  it  is  proper  for  me  to  state  that  the  great 
revulsion  in  popular  sentiment,  both  in  England  and  France,  toward  the  Gonfederate  Govern- 
ment, has  rendered  our  efforts  to  obtain  supplies  from  those  countries  almost  abortive.  In 
view  of  all  possible  contingencies,  I  have  instructed  the  agents  of  this  Department  to  wait  a 
more  fevourable  opportunity  for  carrying  out  the  instructions  previously  forwarded.  By  th^ 
last  I  sent  instructions  that  will  shortly  be  made  apparent  to  our  enemies  near  home.  I  do 
,not  deem  it  advisable  to  communicate  any  portion  of  these  plans  to  your  honourable  Body 
at  the  present  time,  for  reasons  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  President. 

Although  the  operations  of  our  navy  have  not  been  extensive,  I  cannot  overlook  the 
services  of  Gaptain  Semmes  in  the  "  Alabama.''  During  the  year  he  has  captured  upward 
of  ninety  vessels,  seventy  of  which  were  destroyed,  the  others  being  either  bonded  or  released. 
One  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  this  officer  reporte  having  experienced,  is  the  difficulty  he 
now  has  in  procuring  full  supplies  of  coal.    The  provincial  EngUsh  authorities  have  hitherto 
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afforded  him  every  &cili(y,  but  recently  they  have  interpreted  their  neutrality  laws  so 
stringently  that  our  war  vessels  and  privateers  are  much  embarrassed  in  obtaining  suitable 
supplies.  I  have  instructed  Captain  Semmes  to  purchase  coal  from  neutral  shipmasters 
wherever  he  found  it,  and  give  them  every  necessary  document  to  protect  them  against 
the  effect  such  sale  may  have  upon  their  vessels  when  they  return  to  their  several 
countries.  By  this  means  I  anticipate  a  sufficient  supply  of  coal  will  be  obtained  to  enable 
him  to  continue  his  operaGons  during  the  coming  year. 

The  other  operations  of  this  Department  have  been  chiefly  confined  to  making 
such  preparations  for  naval  operations  as  circumstances  might  permit.  From  time 
to  time  I  have  caused  surveys  to  be  made  upon  steamers  running  the  blockade^  with  a 
view  of  purchasing  such  as  could  be  made  available  as  war- vessels.  Several  have  been 
bought  and  are  now  being  transformed  into  ships  of  war. 

For  the  armament  ot  these  vessels  it  will  be  necessary  that  Congress  should  make  an 
additional  appropriation.  Appropriations  will  also  be  required  to  conduct  our  naval 
operations  during  the  coming  year.  The  estimated  expenditure  of  the  Department  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  July  1,  1864,  will  amount  to  $27,249,890,  in  addition  to  $14,024,016 
remaining  to  the  credit  of  this  Department  in  the  Treasury.  Since  my  last  annual  report, 
the  expenditures  for  the  navy  have  been  $24,413,645.  The  business  transacted  during  the 
year  in  this  Department  has  kept  my  very  lai^  clerical  force  so  constantly  engaged  that 
from  time  to  time  I  have  ordereid  a  number  of  naval  officers  to  assist  them  in  duties  not 
properly  devolving  upon  them.  This  course  occasions  so  much  dissatisfaction  that  I  trust 
Congress  will  make  such  addition  to  my  official  staff  as  shall  enable  me  to  permit  all  our 
naval  officers  to  resume  their  respective  positions.  The  great  disproportion  of  officers  in 
our  service  to  the  seamen  enrolled  is  a  matter  requiring  the  legislation  of  Congress.  The 
number  of  commanders^  now  on  active  service,  either  at  sea  or  on  shore,  remains  the  same 
as  previously  reported. 

Many  of  those  occupying  a  lower  grade  in  the  service  have  volunteered  in  the  army, 
owing  to  their  desire  to  be  actively  employed  against  the  enemy.  I  have  not  accepted  the 
resignations  of  these  gentlemen,  but  furnished  them  with  temporary  absences,  until  I  can 
recall  them  for  the  performance  of  other  duties.  I  have  considered  it  important  to  keep 
the  roll  as  complete  as  possible ;  therefore,  whenever  I  have  been  notified  of  the  death  of 
any  naval  officer,  serving  in  the  army,  I  have  appointed  his  successor.  The  total  number 
of  commissioned  officers  at  present  attached  to  the  Confederate  army  is  383.  The  petty 
officers  number  191,  while  the  roll  of  sailors  gives  a  return  of  877,  not  including  those  on 
board  of  vessels  now  at  sea,  accurate  rolls  not  having  been  transmitted. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  add  my  testimony  to  the  gallantry  and  efficiency  of  our  navy, 
who  have  nobly  sustained  our  cause  under  many  trying  circuiAstances.  The  proud  spirit  of 
our  officers  chafes  at  the  inaction  they  are  compelled  to  endure ;  and  I  trust  that  Congress 
will  make  provision  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  this  Department,  and  permitting  it  to 
undertake  more  offensive  operations  against  the  enemy,  fn  conclusion,  I  would  recommend 
the  immediate  passing  of  an  Act  authorizing  the  construction  of  at  least  six  turreted 
iron-dads  for  harbour  operations.  The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  demonstrated  that 
such  vessels  are  absolutely  necessary  if  we  expect  to  break  through  and  destroy  the 
blockade  at  present  established  by  the  enemy.  Attached  to  this  communication  I  have  the 
honour  to  submit  the  various  reports  of  different  commanders  and  officers  sent  upon 
detached  duty,  together  with  the  reports  of  naval  agents  and  other  oflScers,  at  home  and 
abroad,  who  have  been  engaged  on  duty  connected  with  this  Department. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)  S.  R.  MALLORY,  Secretary  oftlie  Navy. 


No.  27. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  January  19.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  January  19,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy  of  what  purports  to  be  the 
Annual  Report  of  Mr.  S.  R.  Mallory^  the  person  who  is  known  to  be  officiating  at 
Richmond  as  Director  of  the  Naval  Operations  of  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States. 
Although  this  paper  has  been  received  only  in  the  form  here  presented,  I  entertain  little 
doubt  that  in  substance  it  may  be  relied  upon  as  authentic; 

If  this  be  once  assumed,  I  am  sure  I  need  not  point  out  to  your  Lordship  the  great 
importance  of  the  admissions  therein  made  of  the  systematic  violation  of  the  neutrality  of 
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Her  Majesty's  Kingdom,  which  it  has  for  a  length  of  time  been  my  chief  labour  to  make 
apparent  This.  Report  boldly  assumes  the  responsibility  for  the  action  both  in  Great 
Britain  and  France,  in  the  construction  and  outfit  of  powerfiil  war- vessels  in  their  ports,  for 
the  use  of  the  insurgents  in  carrying  on  war  from  those  countries  against  the  United  Statep. 
In  this  particular  there  can  be  found  little  or  nothing  in  the  allegations  made  by  me  in  the 
notes  which  I  h^ve  heretofore  had  the  honour  \p  address  to  you  on  this  subject,  however 
strong  their  language,  that  is  not  fully  sustained  by  this  paper. 

Furthermore,  there  appears  to  be  an  avowal,  with  similar  frankness,  of  the  expediting 
of  twenty-seven  so-called  commissioned  officer?  ^nd  forty  trustworthy  petty  officers  from 
Richmond  to  the  British  Provinces,  with  orders  to  organize  an  expedition  from  thence  in 
co-operation  with  the  so-called  army  officers,  to  make  war  on  the  northern  adjoining 
borders  of  the  United  States.  Of  the  fact  that  such  an  enterprise  was  actually  undertaken, 
your  Lordship  is .  already  well  apprised.  This  paper  does  not  hesitate  to  confess  that, 
although  so  cunningly  contrived  to  operate  from  a  known  neutral  territory  as  a  base,  it  has 
failed  because  the  British  Provincial  authorities  gave  information  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  in  season  to  render  it  abortive. 

Lastly,— -in  connection  with  these  two  explicit  avowals,  the  same  authority  announces 
that  another  courier  has  been  despatched  with  instructions  which  will  shortly  be  made 
apparent  to  the  enemy  nearer  home.  Which  declaration,  construed  by  later  events,  may 
be  fairly  understood  to  allude  to  the  directions  under  which  the  persons  employed  to 
perpetrate  the  piracy  and  murder  committed  on  board  the  steamer  "  Chesapeake  ** 
proceeded  in  that  enterprise,  making  the  British  Provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova 
Scotia  the  base  of  their  criminal  operations  to  and  fro. 

In  laying  this  information  before  your  Lordship  I  aih  directed  to  convey  the  opinion 

of  my  Government  that  the  proof  thus  furnished  is  sufficient  to  remove  all  doubt  that 

may  yet  be  lingering  over  the  objects^  character,  and  designs  of  the  builders  of  the  steam- 

,  rams  now  under  detention  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom,  upon  the  strength  of  former 

representations  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  make  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Secondly.  Whilst  readily  acknowledging  on  the  part  of  n>y  Government  the  friendly 
services  of  the  British  Provincial  Authorities  in  the  case  referred  to,  I  am  instructed  to 
soUcit  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  toleration  within  this  kingdom  or  any 
of  its  dependencies  of  the  practices  of  the  insurgents  since  they  have  been  so  openly 
published  to  the  world,  and  after  the  knowledge  of  them  now  communicated,  would  be 
not  sipaply  inconsistent  with  neutrality,  but  equivalent  to  a  permission  to  the  enemies  of . 
the  United  States  to  make  war  against  them  trom  the  British  shores. 

Thirdly.  I  am  further  directed  respectfiiUy  to  represent  that  the  toleration  of  these 
avowed  enemies  of  the  United  States,  whilst  known  to  be  carrying  on  these  hostile 
practices,  now  fully  revealed,  within  the  British  realm  and  its  dependencies,  without 
restraint  of  any  kind,  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  exercise  of  the  unquestioned  right  of 
sheltering  political  exiles,  but  rather  as  equivalent  to  permitting  them  to  abuse  that  right 
for  the  purpose  of  more  eflPectually  availing  themselves  of  British  aid  and  co-operation, 
now  notoriously  given  them,  in  waging  war  with  a  country  with  which  Great  Britain  is 
at  peace. 

Fourthly.  It  is  the  deliberate  conviction  of  my  Government  that  there  has  been  and 
continues  to  be  in  all  these  proceedings  a  fixed  purpose  to  plunge  Great  Britain  into  a . 
war  with  the  United  States,  in  order  to  Extricate  the  conspirators  from  the  perilous 
embarrassments  in  which  they  have  involved  themselves.  The  tendency  to  produce  that 
evil  is  so  obvious  that  it  would  seem  to  call  for  the  strongest  and  most  persevering  efforts 
of  both  countries  to  prevent  it. 

Fifthly.  It  has  been  the  desire  of  my  Government^  under  the  constant  pressure  of 
these  annoyances,  which  have  so  materially  contributed  to  procrastinate  the  painful 
struggle,  to  bear  itself  in  the*  spirit  and  in  the  manner  best  calculated  to  defeat  this  wicked 
design,  without  giving  cause  of  offence  or  irritation  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  or  to  the 
British  people. 

The  President  sincerely  wishes  that  he  could  suggest  any  adequate  remedy  for  the 
deplorable  state  of  things  thus'presented,  that  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  policy  which 
Great  Britain  has  pursued  in  regard  to  this  insurrection.  It  must  ever  be  his  opinion, 
that  it  has  directly  resulted,  although  unexpectedly  and  unintentionally  on  the  part  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  from  the  eai'liest  step  taken  in  that  policy.  The  speedy 
Recognition  of  the  insurgents,  at  a  moment  when  they  were  without  navy,  ports,  courts, 
or  coasts,  as  a  belligerent  Power  on  the  ocean,  was  unquestionably  construed  by  them  and 
by  ill-disposed  British  subjects  conspiring  with  them,  as  an  invitation  to  use  British  ports, 
ships,  men,  money,  and  coasts,  so  as  to  make  themselves  the  paval  power  which  they  never 
could  by  any  possibility  become  from  their  own  unaided  resources. 
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Indications  of  active  co-operation  in  the  designs  of  the  insurgents  have  been  all 
along  but  too  painfully  apparent  in  British  communities.  The  evidences  of  it  have 
alceady  constituted  a  large  part  of  the  correspondence  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
conduct  with  your  Lordship  since  the  day  of  my  arrival.  And  much  more  that  I  have 
been  unable  to  put  into  official  form  has  not  escaped  my  observation.  None  of  these 
movements,  however,  are  likely  to  at:'sume  So  dangerous  a  character  as  those  which  are 
perceived  to  originate  or  to  be  encouraged  in  territories  coterminous  with  those  of  the 
United  States,  where  the  opportunities  abound  for  aggressive  and  injurious  acts,  and  the 
temptation  as  well  as  the  power  to  retaliate  is  correspondingly  strong.  It  must  be  manifest 
that  this  danger  is  one  which  my  Government  can  do  no  more  to  avert  than  it  has  already 
done.  If  it  is  to  be  prevented  at  all,  it  would  seem  that  a  resort  to  some  measures 
of  greater  stringency  than  have  yet  been  taken  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

In  making,  in  the  most  respectfiil  manner,  these  frank  explanations  of  the  difficulties 
under  which  the  respective  countries  at  present  labour,  I  pray  your  Lordship  to  believe 
that  my  Government  is  desirous  to  act  in  a  spirit  of  perfect  friendliness,  and  with  an 
earnest  desire  to  confirm  the  most  cordial  relations  between  them.  Having  acquitted 
myself  of  the  duty  with  which  I  have  been  charged,  I  propose,  for  the  present,  most 
respectfully  to  leave  the  whole  subject  for  your  Lordship's  just  consideration. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  in.  No.  27. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  'of  the  Confederate  Navy. 

[See  Inclosure  in  No.'  26.] 


No.  28. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  February  8,  1864. 

HER  Majesty's  Government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  representations 
contained  in  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo  with  regard  to  the  alleged  use  of  British  territory 
for  belligerent  purposes  by  the  Government  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  as  shown 
in  the  Report  of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Mallory,  of  which  you  inclosed 
a  copy ;  and  I  have  now  to  state  to  you  that  this  document  appears  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  contain  the  strongest  proof,  if  any  were  wanted,  that  they  have  endeavoured 
in  good  faith  to  observe  strictly  and  impartially,  under  circumstances  of  no  small  difficulty, 
the  obligations  of  neutrality  which  they  have  undertaken,  and  that  the  practical  effect  of 
their  doing  so  has  been  advantageous  in  no  slight  degree  to  the  more  powerful  of  the  two 
belligerents,  namely,  the  United  States. 

What  is  termed  in  Mr.  Mallory's  Report  "  the  unfriendly  construction  of  Her  Majesty's 
Laws''  is  therein  made  matter  of  grave  complaint  against  England  by  the  Government  of 
the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  while  to  the  same  cause  is  ascribed  the  fact  that  those 
States  have  been  prevented  from  obtaining  the  services  of  the  greater  part  of  a  formidable 
war-fleet  which  they  had  desbed  to  create. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  are  fully  sensible  of  the  nature  and  importance  of  the 
admissions  made  in  Mr.  Mallory's  Report  of  the  endeavours  of  the  Government  of  the 
so-styled  Confederate  States,  by  their  agents  in  this  country  and  in  Canada,  to  violate  in 
various  ways  Her  Majesty's  neutrality. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  already  taken  steps  to  make  that  Government  aware 
that  such  proceedings  cannot  be  tolerated,  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  not  fail  to 
give  to  these  admissions,  to  which  you  have  invited  their  attention,  the  consideration  which 
they  undoubtedly  deserve. 

There  is,  however,  one  passage  in  your  letter  which  it  is  impossible  for  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  pass  over  without  special  notice.  This  passage  is  as  follows : — "  I  am 
further  directed  respectfully  to  represent  that  the  toleration  of  these .  avowed  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  whilst  known  to  be  carrying  on  these  hostile  practices,  now  fully  revealed, 
within  the  British  realm  and  its  dependencies,  without  restraint  of  any  kind,  cannot  be 
regarded  as  an  exercise  of  the  unquestioned  right  of  sheltering  poUtical  exiles,  but  rather 
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as  equivalent  to  permitting  them  to  abuse  that  right  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectuallv 
availing  themselves  of  British  aid  and  co-operation  now  notoriously  given  them  in  waging 
war  with  a  country  with  which  Great  Britain  is  at  peace." 

In  reply  to  this  allegation,  Her  Majesty's  Government  think  it  right  to  stale  that  Her 
Majesty's  dominions  must  necessarily  continue  to  be  open  to  the  subjects  of  both  belligerents 
as  long  as  Her  Majesty  is  at  peace  with  both  of  them,  but  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will,  at  the  same  time,  continue  to  put  in  force,  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  means  in  their  power  the  laws  of  this  country  against  those  subjects  of  either  of  the 
belligerents  who  may  be  found  by  transgressing  those  laws  to  have  abused  the  rights  of 
hospitality  and  to  have  offended  against  the  authority  of  the  Crown. 

With  regard  to  its  being  made  a  matter  of  complaint  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  that  Her  Majesty's  Ggvernment  thought  fit,  upon  the  original  commencement  of 
hostilities,  to  recognize  the  status  of  belligerents  in  both  the  parties  to  this  unhappy  contest. 
Hex  Majesty's  Government  can  only  repeat  the  observation  which  they  have  had  occasion 
to  make  on  former  occasions  in  reply  to  similar  representations  received  from  you,  that  any 
other  course  would  have  justly  exposed  this  country  to  a  charge  of  violating  the  clearest 
principles  and  soundest  precedents  of  international  law.  :  /.,,; 

I  am,  &c« 
(Signed)  EUSSELL. 
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NORTH    AMERICA. 

No.  6.     (1864.) 


CORRESPONDENCE 


RESFSCnNQ 


THE    "TUSCALOOSA." 


Presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty. 

1864. 


LONDON* 
PBIMTU)   BT  HABRI80N   AM»   «OMB. 
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Correspondence  respecting  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa.*' 


Nal. 

Hie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  Septemier  20,) 

Sir,  Admiralty,  September  26,  1863. 

I  AM  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send  you 
herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Rear- Admiral 
Sir  Baldwin  Walker,  dated  the  19th  August,  with  conies  of  its  inclosures,  relative 
to  the  proceedings  of  vessels  of  war  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  North 
America  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  W.  G.  ROMAINE. 

Inclosure  1  in  No.  1. 

Rear^Admiral  Sir  B.  WaUc&r  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiraity. 

Sir,  ^' Narcissus,^  Simon^s  Bay.  August  19,  1863. 

I  BEG  you  will  be  pleated  to  acquaint  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  with  the 
following  particulars  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Confederate  States'  ships  of  war  "  Alabama,* 
her  Fcported  tender  "Tuscaloosa,"  and  the  ^^  Georgia,'*  which  have  recently  arrived  at  the  Cape  of 
Grood  Hope. 

2.  On  the  28th  of  July  an  English  schooner  arrived  in  Table  Bay,  and  report^  that  on  the 
previous  day  she  had  been  boarded  by  the  Confederate  steamer  *^  Alabama,''  fifteen  miles  north-west 
of  Green  Point.     After  some  inquiries  the  "  Alabama  "  left  her,  steering  south-east. 

3.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence  I  ordered  Captain  Forsyth,  of  the  "Valorous,"  to  hold 
himself  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  any  of  the  ports  in  this  Colony  where  the  "Alabama  "  might  anchor, 
in  order  to  preserve  the  rules  of  strict  neutrality. 

4.  By  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  this  Colony  by  Captain  Semmes,  copy  of  which  was 
telegraphed  to  me  on  the  4th  instant,  it  appears  that  the  "  Alabama  "  had  proceeded  to  Saldanha  Bay 
for  a  few  days,  anchoring  there  on  the  29th  of  July. 

5.  On  the  5th  instant  I  received  a  private  telegram,  to  the  eflFect  that  the  "Alabama"  was  oflF 
Table  Bay,  when  I  directed  the  "Valorous"  immediately  to  proceed  to  that  anchorage;  and  shortly 
afterwards  a  telegram  readied  me  from  the  Governor  stating  "that  the  *  Alabama' had  captured  a 
vessel  (American),  which  was  in  sight,  and  steering  for  Table  Bay."  The  "Valorous"  reached  that 
Bay  at  10*15  P.M.,  where  the  "Alabama"  had  ancliored  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day. 

6.  Captain  Forsyth  having  informed  me  that  the  tender  to  the  "  Alabama  "  had  been  ordered  by 
Captain  Semmes  to  Simon's  Bay  for  provisions,  and  having  learnt  that  this  vessel  had  been  captured 
oflf  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  not  been  condemned  in  any  Prize  Court,  I  had  doubts  as  to  the  legality  of 
considering  her  in  the  light  of  a  tender,  being  under  the  impression  that  it  was  a  ruse  to  disguise  the 
real  character  of  the  vessel.  I  therefore  wrote  to  the  Governor  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney- 
General  of  the  Colony  upon  this  subject,  which  correspondence  is  inclosed. 

7.  On  the  8th  of  August  the  tender  "Tuscaloosa,"  a  sailing-barque,  arrived  in  Simon's  Bay, 
and  the  boarding  officer  having  reported  to  me  that  her  original  cargo  of  wool  was  still  on  board, 
I  felt  that  there  were  grounds  for  doubting  her  real  character,  and  again  called  the  Governor's 
attention  to  this  circumstance.  My  letter  and  his  reply  are  annexed.  And  1  would  here  beg  to 
submit  to  their  Lordships'  notice  that  this  power  of  a  Captain  of  a  ship  of  war  to  constitute  every 
prize  he  may  take  a  "  tender,"  appears  to  me  to  be  likely  to  lead  to  abuse  and  evasion  of  the  laws  of 
strict  neutrality,  by  being  used  as  a  means  for  bringing  prizes  into  neutral  ports  for  disposal  of  theii* 
cargoes,  and  secret  arrangements — which  arrangements,  it  must  be  seen,  could  afterwards  be  easily 
carried  out  at  isolated  places. 

8.  The  "  Alabama,"  after  laying  three  days  in  Table  Bay,  came  to  this  anchorage  to  caulk  and 
refit.  She  arrived  here  on  the  9th,  and  sailed  again  on  the  15th  instant.  Captain  8emn)es  was 
guarded  in  his  conduct,  and  expressed  himself  as  most  anxious  not  to  violate  the  neutrality  of  these 
waters* 

9.  I  should  observe  that,  from  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Forsyth  to  the  Governor, 
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it  would  appear  that  the  vessel  **Sea  Bride,**  taken  by  the  "  Alabama '^  oflf  Table  Bay,  was  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  neutral  territory. 

10.  During  his  passage  to  this  port  Captain  Serames  chased  another  American  vessel,  the 
*  Martha  Wentzel,**  standing  in  for  Table  Bay.  On  my  pointing  out  to  him  that  he  had  done  so  in 
neutral  waters,  he  assured  me  that  it  was  quite  unintentional,  and,  being  at  a  distance  from  the  land, 
he  did  not  observe  that  he  had  got  within  three  miles  of  an  imaginary  line  drawn  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  to  Cape  Hanglip,  but  on  discovering  it  he  did  not  detain  the  vessel.  This  explanation  I 
considered  sufficient. 

11.  The  tender  "Tuscaloosa,^*  having  been  detained  by  a  strong  south-easter,  got  under  weigh 
for  the  purpose  of  going  to  sea  on  the  14th  instant,  but  anchored  again  a  little  distance  from  the  Roman 
Rock  Light-house  in  consequence  of  a  thick  fog  prevailing. 

12.  The  "  Alabama  "  did  not  take  in  any  coal,  either  here  or  at  Table  Bay,  but  after  being  caulked 
she  proceeded  to  sea  on  the  15th  instant,  followed  by  the  *^  Tuscaloosa."  Their  destinations  are 
unknown. 

13.  On  the  16th  instant  the  Confederate  States'  steamer  **  Georgia,*'  Commander  Maury,  anchored 
in  this  Bay.  She  requires  coal,  provisions,  and  caulking.  This  vessel  did  not  meet  the  ^^  Alabama" 
outside. 

14.  The  "  Florida,**  another  Confederate  States'  steamer,  is  reported  to  be  oflF  this  coast,  probably 
cruizing  to  intercept  the  homeward-bound  American  ships  from  China ;  indeed,  it  is  with  that  object 
these  ships  are  on  this  part  of  the  Station. 

15.  I  have  learnt,  since  the  departure  of  the  "Alabama**  and  her  so-called  tender,  that  overtures 
were  made  by  some  parties  in  Cape  Town  to  purchase  the  cargo  of  wool,  but,  being  unsatisfactory, 
they  were  not  accepted.  .It  is  reported  to  be  Captain  Semmes*  intention  to  destroy  the  ♦^Tuscaloosa*' 
at  sea. 

16.  The  "Alabama**  is  a  steamer  of  about  900  tons,  with  8  guns  and  150  men.  The  "  Georgia*' 
is  an  iron  steamer  of  about  700  tons,  with  5  guns  and  110  men.  The  ^  Tuscaloosa  **  is  a  sailing-barque 
of  500  tons,  having  2  small  guns  and  10  men. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  1. 

Captain  Semmes,  C.S.N.,  to  Governor  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 

Sir,  Confederate  Stated  steamer  "Alabama**  Saldanha  Bay^  August  1,  1863. 

AN  opportunity  is  offered  me  by  the  coasting  schooner  "  Atlas  **  to  communicate  with  the  Cape, 
of  which  I  promptly  avail  myself. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  arrived  in  this  bay  on  Wednesday  morning 
last  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  some  necessary  repairs.  As  soon  as  these  repairs  can  be  completed 
I  will  proceed  to  sea,  and  in  the  meantime  your  Excellency  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  pay  the 
strictest  attention  to  the  neutrality  of  your  Government. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  SEMMES. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  1. 
Captain  Forsyth  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker. 

Sir,  ''  Valorous**  Table  Bay,  August  6,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  my  arrival  here  at  10*15  p.m.  last  evening,  and  found  the 
Confederate  steamer  "Alabama**  had  anchored  at  3  p.m.  previously. 

This  morning  I  put  myself  in  communication  with  the  Commander  of  that  vessel,  and  he  informs 
me  he  intends  leaving  this  anchorage  at  daylight  to-morrow,  or  as  soon  as  he  has  provisioned,  and  he 
proceeds  to  Simon's  Bay  for  repairs;  he  also  informed  me  he  had  a  tender  which  he  left  cruizing 
outside,  and  had  ordered  her  to  Simon's  Bay,  there  to  procure  provisions. 

On  my  visiting  his  Excellency  the  Governor  he  requested  I  would  remain  here  a  few  days 
provided  you  had  no  objection,  in  case  of  the  arrival  of  the  Confederate  vessel  ^^  Florida,''  which  is 
expected. 

1  h.ave,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  C.  FORSYTH. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  1. 

Rear^Admiral  Sir  jB.  Walker  to  Governor  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 

Sir,  "Narcissus,**  Simon* s  Bay,  August  7,  1863. 

CAPTAIN  FORSYTH  having  informed  me  that  the  "Alabama^'  has  a  tender  outside  captured 
by  Captain  Semmes  on  the  coast  of  America,  and  commissioned  by  one  of  the  "Alabama's"  Lieu- 
tenants, and  as  this  vessel  has  been  ordered  into  Simon^s  Bay  for  provisions,  may  I  request  your 
Excellency  will  be  good  enough  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  whether  this  vessel  ought 
still  to  be  looked  upon  in  the  light  of  a  prize,  she  never  having  been  condemned  in  a  Prize  Court ; 
the  Instructions,  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  strictly  forbidding  prizes  captured  by  either  of  the 
contending  parties  in  North  America  being  admitted  into  our  ports. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER. 
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Inclosure  5  in  No.  1. 

Extract'from  "  WheaiorCa  Elements  of  International  Law^^  (Vol.  ii,  p.  88). 

THE  title  to  property  lawfully  taken  in  war  may,  upon  general  principles,  be  considered  a$ 
immediately  divested  from  the  original  owner  and  transferred  to  the  captor.  This  general  principle 
is  modified  by  the  positive  law  of  nations,  in  its  application  both  to  personal  and  real  property.  As 
to  personal  property  or  moveables,  the  title  is,  in  general,  considered  as  lost  to  the  former  ])roprietor 
as  soon  as  the  enemy  has  acquired  a  firm  possession,  which,  as  a  general  rule,  is  considi»red  as  taking 

?)lace  after  the  lapse  of  twenty-four  hours.  The  established  usage  of  maritime  nations  has  exceptea 
rom  the  operation  of  this  rule  the  case  of  ships  and  goods  captured  at  sea,  the.  original  title  to  which 
is  not  generally  considered  as  completely  divested  until  carried  infra  prtBeidia^  and  regularly  condemned 
in  a  competent  Court  of  Prize. 

Inclosure  6  in  No.  1. 
Governor  Sir  P.  Wodehouse  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker. 

Sir,  Government  House,  Cape  Town^  August  8,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency'^s  letter  of  yesterday's  date^ 
and  to  inclose  the  copy  of  an  opinion  given  by  the  Acting  Attorney-General  to  the  eflFect  that  the 
vessel  to  which  you  refer  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  tender  and  not  as  a  prize. 

I  shall  take  care  to  submit  tiiis  question  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  by  the  next  mail,  but  in 
the  meantime  1  conclude  that  your  Excellency  will  be  prepared  to  act  on  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney- 
General  in  respect  to  any  vessels  wliich  may  enter  these  ports  in  the  character  of  prizes  converted  into - 
ships  of  war  by  the  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  E.  WODEHOUSE. 

Inclosure  7  in  No.  1. 

Extract  from  "  Wheaton^s  Elements  of  International  Law.^^ 

WHAT  constitutes  a  setting  forth  as  a  vessel  of  war  has  been  determined  by  the  British  Courts 
of  Prize,  in  cases  arising  under  the  clause  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  may  serve  for  the 
interpretation  of  our  own  law,  as  the  provisions  are  the  same  in  both.  Thus  it  has  been  settled 
that  where  a  ship  was  originally  armed  for  the  Slave  Trade,  and  after  capture  an  additional  numl)er 
of  men  were  put  on  board,  but  there  was  no.  commission  of  war  and  no  additional  arming,  it  was  not 
a  setting  forth  as  a  vessel  of  war  under  the  Act.  But  a  commission  of  war  is  decisive  if  there  be  guns 
on  board,  and  where  the  vessel  after  the  capture  has  been  fitted  out  as  a.  privateer,  it  is  conclusive 
against  her,  although,  when  recaptured,  she  is  navigating  as  a  mere  merchant-ship;  for  where  the 
former  character  of  a  captured  vessel  had  been  obliterated  by  her  conversion  into  a  ship  of  war,  the 
Legislature  meant  to  look  no  further,  but  considered  the  title  of  the  former  owner  for  ever  extinguished. 
Where  it  appeared  that  the  vessel  had  been  engaged  in  a  military  service  of  the  enemy,  under  the 
direction  of  his  Minister  of  the  Marine,  it  was  held  as  a  sufficient  proof  of  a  setting  forth  as  a 
vessel  of  war;  so  where  the  vessel  is  armed,  and  is  employed  in  the  public  military  service  of  the 
enemy  by  those  who  have  competent  authority  so  to  employ  it,  although  it  be  not  regularly  commis- 
sioned.  But  the  mere  employment  in  the  enemy's  military  service  is  not  sufficient ;  but  if  there  be 
a  fair  semblance  of  authority,  in  the  person  directing  the  vessel  to  be  so  employed,  and  nothing  upon 
the  face  of  the  proceedings  to  invalidate  it,  the  Court  will  presume  that  he  is  duly  authorized ;  and 
the  commander  of  a  single  ship  may  be  presumed  to  be  vested  with  this  authority  as  commander  of 
a  squadron. 

Inclosure  8  in  No.  1. 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  Governor  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 

Sir,  " Narcissus"  Simon's  Bay^  August  8,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  this  day's  date, 
covering  the  written  opinion  of  the  Acting  Attorney-General  of  tiiis  Colony  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
so-called  tender  to  the  Confederate  States'  armed  ship  '^Alabama,"  and  for  which  I  beg  to  express  my 
thanks. 

The  vessel  in  question,  now  called  tlie  "Tuscaloosa,^*  arrived  here  this  evening,  and  the  boarding 
officer  from  my  flag-ship  obtained  the  following  information: — 

That  she  is  a  barque  of  500  tons,  with  two  smallrifled  12-pounder  guns  and  ten  men,  and  was 
captured  by  tlie  "Alabama'^  on  the  21st  June  last,  off  the  coast  of  Brazil:  cargo  of  wool  still  on 
board. 

The  admission  of  this  vessel  into  port  will,  I  fear,  open  the  door  for  numbers  of  vessels  captured 
tinder  similar  circumstances  being  denominated  tenders,  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  prohibition  contained 
in  the  Oueen^s  instructions;  and  I  would  observe  that  the  vessel  "Sea  Bride,^^  captured  by  the 
** Alabama^*  off  Table  Bay  a  few  days  since,  or  all  other  prizes,  might  be  in  like  manner  styled 
tenders,  making  the  prohibition  entirely  null  and  void. 

I  apprehend  that  to  bring  a  captured  vessel  under  the  denomination  of  a  vessel  of*  war,  she 
mast  be  fitted  for  warlike  purposes,  and  not  merely  have  a  few  men  and  two  small  guns  put  on 
board  her  (in  fact  nothing  but  a  prize  crew)  in  order  to  disguise  her  real  character  as  a  prize. 

Now  this  vessel  has  her  original  cargo  of  wool  still  on  board,  which  cannot  be  required  for  warlike 
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purposes,  and  her  armament  and  the  number  %(  her  crew  are  quite  insufficient  for  any  services  other 
than  those  of  slight  defence. 

Viewing  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  they  afford  room  for  the  supposition  that  the  vessel  is 
styled  a  "tender**  with  the  object  of  avoiding  the  prohibition  against  her  entrance  as  a  prize  into  our 
ports,  where,  if  the  captors  wished,  arrangements  could  he  made  for  the  disposal  of  her  valuable  cargo, 
the  transhipment  of  which,  your  Excellency  will  not  fail  to  see,  might  be  readily  effected  on  any  part 
of  the  coast  beyond  the  limits  of  this  Colony. 

My  sole  object  in  calling  your  Excellency's  attention  to  the  case  is  to  avoid  any  breach  of  strict 
iieutrality. 

I  have,  &€• 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER. 


Inclosure  9  in  No.  1. 

Governor  Sir  P.  Wodthome  to  JUar^Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker. 

Sir,  _.  *"     ^"  Government  House,  Cope  Town,  August  10,  1868. 

P^     I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  ou 
which  I  have  consulted  the  Acting  Attorney-General. 

The  information  given  respecting  the  actual  condition  of  the  "  Tuscaloosa  ^  is  son»ewhat  defective, 
but  referring  to  the  extract  from  Wheaton  transmitted  in  my  last  letter,  the  Attorney-General  is  of 
opinion  that  if  the  vessel  received  the  two  guns  from  the  "  Alabama"  or  other  Confederate  vessel  of  war, 
or  if  the  person  in  command  of  her  has  a  commission  of  war,  or  if  she  be  commanded  by  an  officer  of 
the  Confederate  navy,  in  any  of  these  cases  there  will  be  a  sufficient  setting  forth  as  a  vessel  of  war  to 
justify  her  l>eing  held  to  be  a  ship  of  war ;  if  all  of  these  points  be  decided  in  the  negative,  she  must 
be  held  to  be  only  a  prize  and  ordered  to  leave  forthwith. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  E.  WODEHOUSE. 


Inclosure  10  in  No.  1. 

Reop^yAdmiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  Governor  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 

Sir,  **  Naixissus^**  Stmon^s  Day,  Auffust  11,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Exceliency^s  letter  dated  yesterday 
respecting  the  Confederate  barque  *'  Tuscaloosa*'  now  in  this  bay. 

As  there  are  two  guns  on  board,  and  an  officer  of  the  "  Alabama'^  in  charge  of  her,  the  ve 
appears  to  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  cases  cited  in  j^our  above-mentioned  communication. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER. 


Inclosure  11  in  No.  1. 
Captain  Forsyth  to  Governor  Sir  P.  Wodehouse, 

Sir,  ''  Valorous,''  Table  Bay,  August  6, 1863- 

IN  compliance  with  the  request  conveyed  to  me  by  your  Excellency,  I  have  the  honour  to  report 
that  1  have  obtained  from  Captain  Semmes  a  statement  of  the  positions  of  the  Confederate  States' 
steamer  "  Alabama**  and  the  American  barque  "  Sea  Biide  **  when  the  latter  was  captured  yesterday 
afternoon. 

Captain  Semmes  asserts  that,  at  tl)e  time  of  his  capturing  the  "Sea  Brkle,'*  Green  Point  Light* 
house  bore,  from  the  "Alabama,"  south-east  about  6  or  6^  miles. 

This  statement  is  borne  out  by  the  evidence  of  Captain  Wilson,  Port  Captain  of  Table  Bay,  who 
has  assured  me  that  at  the  time  of  the  "  Sea  Bride  "  being  captured  he  was  off  Green  Point  in  the  port 
boat,  and  that  only  the  top  of  the  "  Alabama's  **  hull  was  visible.  ^ 

I  am  of  opinion  that,  if  Captain  V^'ilson  could  only  see  that  portion  of  the  hull  of  the  "Alabama,** 
she  must  have  been  about  the  distance  from  the  shore  which  is  stated  by  Captain  Semmes,  and  I  have 
therefore  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  "Sea  Bride**  was  beyond  the  limits  assigned  when  she  was 
o^tured  by  the  "  Alabama.**    • 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  C.  FORSYTH. 

No.  2. 

Sir  F.  Rogers  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (^Received  September  30.) 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  September  29,  1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Earl  Russell,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  Governor  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  reporting  the  arrival  at  the  Cape  of  the  Confederate  steamer 
"Alabama,''  and  requesting  instructions  on  many  questions  that  have  arisen  frooi 
the  state  of  affairs  coasequeat  on  the  presence  of  this  vessel  in  the  Colony. 

1  am,  &.C. 
(Signed)  F.  ROGERS 
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IncloBore  1  in  No.  2. 
Governor  Sir  P.  E.  Wodehouse  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

(Extract.;  Government  Housey  Cape  Toum,  August  19,  1863. 

I  BEG  to  take  this  opportunity  of  makino;  your  Grace  acquainted  with  what  has  occurred  here 
in  connection  with  the  visit  of  the  Confederate  States*  steamer  "  Alabama.'* 

On  Tuesday  the  4th  instant  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Commander  of  that  vessel,  dated  the 
1st  August  at  Saldanha  Bay,  announcing  his  having  entered  that  bay  with  a  view  to  eflFecting  certain 
repairs,  and  statins^  that  he  would  put  to  sea  as  soon  as  they  were  completed,  and  would  strictly 
respect  our  neutrality. 

When  this  intelligence  was  received,  the  United  States'  Consul  called  on  me  to  seize  her,  or  at 
any  rate  to  send  her  away  instantly;  but  as  the  vessel  which  brought  the  news  reported  that  the 
*^  Alabama'*  was  coming  immediately  to  Table  Bay^  I  replied  that  I  could  not  seize  her,  but  would 
take  care  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  neutral  regulations. 

On  the  next  day,  about  noon,  it  was  reported  from  the  signal  station  that  the  **  Alabama**  was 
steering  for  Table  Bay  from  the  north,  and  that  a  Federal  barque  was  coming  in  from  the  westward; 
and  soon  after,  that  the  latter  had  been  captured  and  put  about.  A  little  after  2  p.m.  the  United 
States*  Consul  called  to  state  that  he  had  seen  the  capture  effected  within  British  waters ;  when  I  told 
hino  he  must  make  his  statement  in  writing,  and  an  investigation  should  be  made.  I  nlso,  by  telegram, 
immediately  requested  rhe  Naval  Commander-in-chief  to  send  a  ship  of  war  from  Simon*s  Bay.  The 
"Alabama/*  leaving  her  prize  outside,  anchored  in  the  bay  at  3\S0  p.m.,  when  Captain  Sefnmes  wrote 
to  ine  that  he  wanted  supplies  and  repairs,  as  well  as  permission  to  land  thirty-three  prisoners.  After 
communicating  \vith  the  United  States'  Consul,  I  authorized  the  latter,  and  called  upon  him  to  state 
the  nature  and  extent  of  his  wants,  that  I  might  l>e  enabled  to  judge  of  the  time  he  ought  to  remain  in 
the  port.  The  same  afternoon  he  promised  to  send  the  next  morning  a  list  of  the  stores  needed,  and 
announced  his  intention  of  proceeding  with  all  dis])atch  to  Simon's  Bay  to  effect  his  repairs  there. 
The  next  morning  (August  6th)  the  Paymaster  called  on  me  with  the  merchant  who  was  to  furnish 
the  supplies,  aud  I  granted  him  leave  to  stay  till  noon  of  the  7th. 

On  the  night  of  the  5th  Her  Majesty's  shi|)  "Valorous**  had  come  round  from  Simon's  Bay,i. 
Daring  the  night  of  the  6th  the  weather  became  unfavourable ;  a  vessel  wj\s  wrecked  in  the  bay,  and  a 
heavy  sea  prevented  the  "Alabama**  from  receiving  her  supplies  by  the  time  arranged.  On  the  morning 
of  the  8th,  Captain  Forsyth,  of  the  "  Valorous,**  and  the  Port  Captain,  by  my  desire,  pressed  on 
Captain  Semmes  the  necessity  for  his  leaving  the  port  without  any  unnecessary  delay ;  when  he 
pleaded  the  continued  heavy  sea  and  the  absence  of  his  cooking  apparatus,  which  had  been  sent  on 
shore  for  repairs,  and  had  nut  been  returned  by  the  tradesman  at  the  time  appointed,  and  intimated 
his  own  anxiety  to  get  away.  Between  6  and  7  a.m.  on  Sunday  the  9th  he  sailed,  and  on  his  way 
round  to  Simon*s  Bay  captured  another  vessel,  but  on  finding  that  she  was  in  neutral  waters,  imme- 
diately released  her. 

In  the  meantime,  the  United  States'  Consul  had,  on  the  5th  August,  addressed  to  me  a  written 
statement  tliat  the  Federal  barque  "Sea  Bride**  had  been  taken  "about  four  miles  from  the  nearest 
land/*  and  "  already  in  British  waters  ;*'  on  which  I  promised  immediate  inquiry.  The  next  day  the 
Consul  repeated  his  protest,  supporting  it  by  an  affidavit  of  the  master  of  the  prize,  which  he  held  to 
show  that  she  had  been  taken  al>out  two  miles  and  a-half  from  the  land  ;  and  the  agent  for  the  United 
States*  underwriters,  on  the  same  day,  made  a  similar  protest.  On  the  7th,  the  Consul  represented 
that  the  prize  had,  on  the  previous  dav,  been  brought  within  one  mile,  and  a-half  of  the  light-house^ 
which  he  considered  as  much  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  as  if  she  had  been  there  captured,  and 
asked  me  to  have  the  prize  crew  taken  out  and  replaced  by  one  from  the  "Valorous,**  which  I 
declined. 

I  had,  during  this  period,  been  seeking  for  authentic  information  as  to  the  real  circumstances  of 
the  capture,  more  particularly  with  reference  to  the  actual  distance  from  the  shore,  and  obtained 
through  the  Acting  Attorney-General  statements  from  the  keeper  of  the  Green  Point  Lighthouse  (this 
iras  supported  by  the  Collector  of  Customs),  from  the  signalman  at  the  station  on  the  Lion*s  Rump^ 
and  from  an  experienced  boatman  who  was  passing  between  the  shore  and  the  vessels  at  the  time. 
Captain  Forsyth,  of  the  "  Valorous,**  also  made  inquiries  of  the  captain  of  the  "  Alabama  "  and  of  the 
Port  Captain,  and  made  known  the  result  to  me.  And  upon  all  these  statements  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  vessels  were  not  less  than  four  miles  distant  from  land ;  and  on  the  8th  I  commu* 
nicated  to  the  United  States*  Consul  that  the  capture  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  held  to  be  illegal 
by  reason  of  the  place  at  which  it  was  effected. 

In  his  reply  of  the  10th,  the  Consul  endeavoured  to  .show  how  indefensible  my  decision  must 
be,  if,  in  these  days  of  improved  artillery,  I  rested  it  on  the  fact  of  the  vessels  having  been  only  three 
iniles  from  land.  This  passage  is,  I  think,  of  considerable  importance,  as  involving  an  indirect  admis- 
sion that  they  were  not  within  three  miles  at  the  time  of  capture.  And  I  hope  your  Grace  will 
concur  in  my  view  that  it  was  not  my  duty  to  go  beyond  what  I  found  to  be  the  distance  clearly 
established  hj  past<leotmona  under  international  kw. 

An  important  question  has  arisen  in  connection  with  the  **  Alabama,*'  on  whfi<A  it  is  very 
desirable  that  I  sbould,^  as  soon  as  practicable,  be  made  aequaiiited  with  the  views  of  Her  Majeslf^ 
Government.  Captain  Semmes  had  mentioned  after  his  arrival  in  port,  that  he  had  left  outside  on^o£ 
bis  prises  previously  taken,  the  *<  Tuscaloosa,**  vAAg^  he  had  eqnqiped  and  fitted  as  a  tender,  and  had 
mdered  to  meet  him  in  Simon's  Bay,  as  rfM  also  stood  in  need  of  supplies.  When  this  bacam^r 
known  to  the  Naval  Commander-in-chief,  he  requested  me  to  furnish  him  with  a  UgiA  opinion  |  apd 
whether  this  vessel  could  beheld  to  be  a  ship  of  war  before  she  had  been  formally  condemned  in  a 
Prise  Courts  or  whether  she  mast  not  be  held  to  be  still  a  prize,  and  as  such  prohibited  from 
entering  our  ports.    The  Acting  Attawiay  Qiaswij  feiMiding  his  opinion  oa  Earl  Russell's  despatch  to 
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your  Grace  of  the  31st  January,  1862,  and  on  Wheaton^s  "  International  Law,**  stated  in  substance 
that  it  was  open  to  Cap^in  Semmes  to  convert  this  vessel  into  a  ship  of  war,  and  that  she  ought  to  be 
admitted  into  our  ports  on  that  footing. 

On  the  8ih  August  the  vessel  entered  Simon's  Bay,  and  the  Admiral  wrote  that  she  had  two  small 
lAfled  guns  with  a  crew  of  ten  men,  and  that  her  cargo  of  wool  was  still  on  board.  He  was  still 
<do!ibtful  of  the  propriety  of  admittirig  her. 

On  the  10th  August,  after  further  consultation  with  the  Acting  Attorney-General,  I  informed  Sir 
Baldwin  Walker  that,  if  the  guns  had  been  put  on  board  hy  the  **  Alai)nma,**  or  if  she  had  a  commission 
of  war,  or  if  she  were  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  there  must  be  held  to  be  a 
sufficient  setting  forth  as  a  vessel  of  war  to  justifj*  her  admission  into  port  in  that  character. 

The  Admiral  replied  in  the  affirmative  on  the  first  and  Ifist  points,  and  she  was  admitted. 

The  ''Tuscaloosa"  sailed  from  Simon's  Bay  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  but  was  becalmed 
in  the  vicinity  until  the  following  day,  when  she  sailed  about  noon.  The  "Alabama"  left  before  noon 
on  the  15th  instant.  Neither  of  these  vessels  was  allowed  to  remain  in  port  longer  than  was  really 
necessary  for  the  completion  of  their  repairs. 

On  the  16th,  at  noon,  the  "  Georgia,"  another  Confederate  war-steamer,  arrived  at  Simon's  Bay 
in  need  of  repairs,  and  is  still  there. 

Before  closing  this  despatch  I  wish  particularly  to  request  instructions  on  a  point  touched  on  in 
the  letter  from  the  United  States'  Consul  of  the  17th  instant,  viz.,  the  steps  which  should  be  taken 
here  in  the  event  of  the  cargo  of  any  vessel  captured  by  one  of  the  belligerents  being  taken  out  of  the 
prize  at  sea,  and  brought  into  one  of  our  ports  in  a  British  or  other  neutral  vessel. 

Both  belligerents  are  strictly  interdicted  from  bringing  their  prizes  into  British  ports  by  Earl 
Russell's  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  of  the  1st  June,  1R61,  and  I  conceive  that  a  Colonial 
Government  would  be  justified  in  enforcing  compliance  with  that  order  by  any  means  at  its  command, 
and  by  the  exercise  of  force  if  it  should  be  required. 

But  that  letter  refers  only  to  "  prizes,"  that  is,  I  conceive,  to  the  ships  themselves,  and  makes  no 
mention  of  the  cargoes  they  may  contain.  Practically  the  prohibition  has  been  taken  to  extend  to  the 
cargoes ;  and  I  gathered,  from  a  conversation  with  Captain  Semmes  on  the  subject  of  our  neutrality 
regulations,  that  he  considered  himself  debarred  from  disposing  of  them,  and  was  thus  driven  to  the 
destruction  of  all  that  he  took.  But  I  confess  that  I  am  unable  to  discover  by  what  legal  means  I 
could  prevent  the  introduction  into  our  ports  of  captured  property  purchased  at  sea,  and  tendered  for 
gentry  at  the  Custom-house  in  the  usual  form  from  a  neutral  ship.  I  have  consulted  the  Acting 
Attorney-General  on  the  subject,  and  he  is  not  prepared  to  state  that  the  Customs  authorities  would 
i)e  justified  in  making  a  seizure  under  such  circumstances;  and  therefore,  as  there  is  great  probaFnlity 
of  clandestine  attempts  being  made  to  introduce  cargoes  of  this  description,  I  shall  be  glad  to  be 
favoured  with  the  earliest  practicable  intimation  of  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the 
subject. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  2. 

Captain  Semmes^  C.S.N.,  to  Sir  P.  WodehousBy  August  1,  1863. 

[See  Inclosure  2  in  No.  1.] 

Inclosure  3  in  No.  2. 
Captain  Semmes^  C.8.N.y  to  Sir  P,  Wodehouse. 

Sir^  ^'Alabama/'  Table  Bay,  August  6,  1863- 

*  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  my  arrival  in  this  Bay  in  the  Confederate 
States'  steamer  "Alabama,"  under  mv  command.  I  have  come  in  for  supplies  and  repairs,  and  in  the 
meantime  I  respectfully  ask  leave  to  land  in  Cape  Town  thirty-three  prisoners,  lately  captured  by  me 
on  board  two  of  the  enemy's  ships  destroyed  at  sea.  The  United  States'  Consul  will  doubtless  be  glad 
to  extend  such  hospitality  and  assistance  to  his  distressed  countrymen  as  is  required  of  him  by  law. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  SEMMES. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  2. 
Sir  P.  Wodehouse  to  Captain  Semmes,  C.S.N. 

Sir  Government  House,  Cape  Town,  August^,  1863. 

'  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  announcing  your  arrival  in  this 
port,  and  to  state  that  I  have  no  objection  to  offer  to  your  landing  the  prisoners  now  detained  in 
your  ship. 

I  have  further  to  beg  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  state  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  suppues 
and  repairs  you  require,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  form  some  estimate  of  the  time  for  which  it  wiu  be 
Moessary  for  you  to  renudn  this  port. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  E.  WODEHOUSE. 
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Inclosure  5  in  No.  2. 

Captain  Semmes,  C.S.N.,  to  Sir  P.  Wodehause. 

Sir,  ''Alabama/'  Table  Bay,  August  5,  1863. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  this  dajr^s  date,  giving  me  permission  to  land 
my  prisoners,  and  requesting  me  to  state  the  nature  of  the  supplies  and  repairs  which  I  may  require. 
In  the  way  of  supplies  I  shall  need  some  provisions  for  my  crew,  a  list  of  which  will  be  handed  you 
to-morrow  by  the  Paymaster,  and  as  for  repairs  my  boilers  need  sdme  iron-work  to  be  done,  and 'my 
bends  require  caulking,  being  quite  open.  I  propose  to  take  on  board  the  necessary  materials  here^ 
and  to  proceed  with  all  despatch  to  Simon''s  Bay  for  the  purpose  of  making  these  repairs. 

T  finvA    otc 

(Signed)         'r.*SEMMES. 


Inclosure  6  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Adamson  to  Captain  Semmes,  C.8.N. 


Sir,  Colonial  Office^  Cape  Towny  August  6,  1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  of  this  Colony  to  acquaint  you  that  he  has  received  from  the 
Consul  for  the  United  States  at  this  port  a  representation,  in  which  he  sets  forth  that  an  American 
barque  was  yesterday  captured,  by  the  ship  which  you  command,  in  British  waters,  in  Eolation  of  the 
neutrality  of  the  British  Government,  and  claims  from  him  redress  for  the  alleged  outrage. 

His  Excellency  will  be  glad,  therefore,  to  receive  from  you  any  explanation  you  may  wish  to  give 
as  to  the  circumstances  in  which  the  capture  was  effected. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)         '  L."  ADAMSON, 

For  Colonial  Secretiury. 


Inclosure  7  in  No.  2. 
Certain  SemmeSy  CS.N.y  to  Mr.  Adamson. 

Sir,  Confederate  States^  steamer  ''  Alabama/'  Cape  Towny  August  6,  1863. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  commimication  of  this  day's  date,  informing  me  that 
the  United  States'  Consul  at  this  port  had  presented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  a  representation 
in  which  he  sets  forth  that  an  American  barque  was  yesterday  captured  by  this  ship  under  my  command 
in  British  waters,  in  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  British  Government,  and  requesting  me  to  make 
to  his  Excellency  such  representation  as  I  may  have  to  oflFer  on  this  subject. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  it  is  not  true  that  the  barque  referred  to  was  captured  in 
British  waters,  and  in  violation  of  British  neutrality ;  she  having  been  captured  outside  all  headlands, 
and  a  distance  from  the  nearest  land  of  between  five  and  six  miles.  As  I  approached  this  vessel  I 
called  the  particular  attention  of  my  oiScers  to  the  question  of  distance,  and  they  all  agree  that  the 
capture  was  made  from  two  to  three  miles  outside  of  the  marine  league. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  SEMMES. 


Inclosure  8  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Graham  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 


Sir,  United  States'  CorisuMey  Cape  Toum,  August  4,  1863. 

FROM  reliable  information  received  by  me,  and  which  you  are  also  doubtless  in  possession  of,  a 
war-steamer  called  the  ^^  Alabama'^  is  now  in  Saldanha  Bay  being  painted,  discharging  prisoners  of 
war,  &c. 

The  vessel  in  question  was  built,  in  England,  to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  escaped  therefrom  while  on  her  trial-trip,  forfeiting  bonds  of  20,000/.,  which  the 
British  Government  exacted  under  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act. 

Now,  as  your  Government  has  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  with  the  United  States,  and 
has  not  recognized  the  persons  in  revolt  against  the  United  States  as  a  Government  at  all,  the  vessel 
alluded  to  should  be  at  once  seized  and  sent  to  England,  from  whence  she  clandestinely  escaped. 
Assuming  that  the  British  Government  was  sincere  in  exacting  the  bonds,  you  have  doubtless  beA 
instructed  to  send  her  home  to  England,  where  she  belongs.  But  if,  from  some  oversight,.you  have 
not  received  such  instructions,  and  you  decline  the  responsibility  of  making  the  seizure,  I  would  most 
respectfully  protest  against  the  vessel  remaining  in  any  port  of  the  Colony  another  day.  She  has  been 
at  Saldanha  Bay  four  [six!  days  already,  and  a  week  previously  on  the  coast,  and  has  forfeited  all  right 
to  remain  an  hour  longer  bv  this  breach  of  neutrality.  Painting  a  ship  does  not  come  under  the  head 
of '  necessary  repairs,'  and  is  no  proof  that  she  is  imsea worthy ;  and  to  allow  her  to  visit  other  ports 
after  she  has  set  the  Queen's  proclamation  of  neutrality  at  defiance  would  not  be  regarded  as  in  accord-  . 
ance  with  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  that  document. 

Yours,  &c. 
(Signed)  WALTER  GRAHAM,  United  States'  Consul. 
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Indoture  9  in  Na  2. 

Mr.  AdamMi  to  Mr.  Graham. 

I  AM  directed  by  tiie  Governor  to  admowledge  the  receipt  <rf  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date 
nfetiTe  to  the '' Alabama.'' 

His  Excdlency  has  no  instructions,  neither  has  he  any  authority^  to  seiae  or  detain  that  vessel; 
and  be  desires  me  to  acquaint  you  that  he  has  received  a  letter  from  the  Ck>mmander,  dated  the 
1st  instant,  stating  that  repairs  were  in  progress,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  completed  he  intended  to 
go  to  sea.  He  further  annoxmces  his  intention  of  respecting  strictly  the  neutrality  of  the  British 
Odfvemment. 

The  course  which  Captain  Semmes  here  proposes  to  take  is,  in  the  Governor's  opinion,  in 
conformity  with  the  instructions  he  has  himself  received  relative  to  ships  of  war  and  privateers 
belonging  to  the  United  States  and  the  States  calling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America 
visiting  BHtish  ports. 

T^e  reports  received  from  Saldaaha  Bay  induce  the  Governor  to  believe  that  the  vessel  will 
leave  that  harbour  as  soon  as  her  repairs  are  completed ;  but  he  will  immediately,  on  receiving  Intel- 

S;ence  to  the  contrary,  take  the  necessary- steps  for  enforcing  the  observance  of  the  rules  laid  down  by 
er  Migesty's  Government. 

I  have,  ftc. 
Signed)  L.  ADAMSON, 

For  the  Colonial  Secretary. 


Indosure  10  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Graham  to  Sir  P.  fVodehouse. 


Sir,  United  States'  Coneulate,  Cape  Town^  August  5,  1863. 

THE  Confederate  steamer  ^^  Alabama"  has  just  captured  an  American  barque  oflF  Green  Pointy  or 
about  four  miles  from  the  nearest  land  (Robben  Island).  I  witnessed  the  capture  with  my  own  eyes, 
as  did  hundreds  of  others  at  the  same  time.  This  occurrence  at  the  entrance  of  Table  Bay,  and 
clearly  in  British  waters,  is  an  insult  to  England  and  a  grievous  injury  to  a  friendly  Power,  the  United 
States. 

Towards  the  Government  of  my  country  and  her  domestic  enemies  the  Government  of  Ihigland 
assumes  a  position  of  neutrality,  and  if  the  neutrality  can  be  infringed  widi  impunity,  in  this  bold  and 
daring  manner,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  no  doubt  consider  tiie  matter  as  one 
reqiuring  inmiediate  explanation. 

Beneving  that  the  occurrence  was  without  your  knowledge  or  expectation,  and  hoping  you  will 
take  such  steps  to  redress  die  outrage  as  the  exigency  requires,  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  WALTER  GRAHAM,  United  States'  Camui. 


Inclosure  11  in  No.  2. 

Mr.  Rawson  to  Mr.  Graham. 

Sir,  Colonial  Office^  August  6, 1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date 
respecting  the  capture  of  the  ^^  Sea  Bride  "  by  the  ^  Alabama,"  and  to  acquidnt  you  that  he  will  lose  no 
time  in  obtaining  aooarate  information  as  to  the  circumstances  of  the  capture. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  RAWSON  W.  RAWSON,  CMomcri  Secretary. 


Indosure  12  in  Na  S. 
Mr.  Graham  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 


^ir.  United  States'  Consulate,  Cape  Town,  Augu^  6, 1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  this  date. 

I  beg  now  to  inclose,  for  your  Excellency's  perusal^  the  affidavit  of  Captain  Charles  F.  White, 
of  the  ^  Sea  Bride/'  protesting  against  the  capture  of  the  said  barque  in  British  waters.  The  bearings 
taken  l)y  him  at  the  time  of  capture  conclusively  show  that  ^e  was  in  neutral  waters,  being  about 
two  and  a-half  miles  from  Robben  Island.  This  statement  is  doubtless  more  satisfiEictory  than  the 
testimony  of  persons  who  measured  the  distance  by  the  eye. 

I  bdieve  tiiat  there  is  no  law  defining  the  word^'  coast"  other  than  international  law.  lliat  law 
has  always  limited  neutral  waters  to  the  fighting  distance  from  land,  which,  upon  the  invention  of 
gunpowder,  Mras  extended  to  a  distance  of  t^ree  nautical  miles  from  land  on  a  stndght  coast,  and  by 
the  cane  irulei,  since  tiie  invention  of  AnxHstrong  rifled  cannon,  to  at  least  six  miles. 

But  all  waters  inclosed  by  a  line  drawn  between  two  promontories  or  headlands  are  recognised 
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by  all  nations  as  neutral^  and  England  wa»  Ae  first  tiiat  adopted  the  rule,  calling  such  waters  the 
**  King's  chambers/'  By  referring  to  "  WheatonV  Digest,''  page  234,  or  any  other  good  work  on  inter- 
national law,  you  will  find  the  above  rules  laid  down  and  elucidated. 

The  fact  t^t  the  prise  has  not  already  been  burned,  and  that  her  fate  is  still  in  suspense,  is 
clear  proof  that  Captain  Semmes  had  misgivings  as  to  the  legality  of  the  capture,  and  awaits  your 
EzeeUency's  assent.  If  you  decide  that  1^  prize  was  legally  taken,  you  will  assume  a  responsibility 
wludi  Captain  Semmes  himself  declined  to  take. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WALTER  GRAHAM,  Untied  States'  Canmd. 


Inclosure  13  in  No.  2. 
Affidavit  of  C.  F.  White. 

United  States'  Consulate^  Cape  Toum,  August  6,  1863. 

ON  this  Cth  day  of  August,  a.d.  1863,  personally  speared  before  me,  Walter  Graham,  Consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Cape  Town,  Charles  F.  White,  Master  of  the  barque  ^^  Sea  Bride,"  of  Boston, 
from  New, York,  and  declared  on  affidavit  that,  on  the  3rd  day  of  August  instant,  he  sighted  Table 
Mountain  and  made  for  Ta]|ile  Bay,  but  that  on  the  4th  instant,  night  coming  on,  he  was  compelled  to 
stand  out.  On  the  5th  instant  he  again  made  for  the  anchorage,  and  about  2  p.m.  saw  a  steamer 
standing  towards  the  barque,  which  he  supposed  was  the  English  mail-steamer,  but  on  nearing  her  he 
found  her  to  be  the  Confederate  steamer  "  Alabama."  He,  Captain  White,  was  peremptorily  ordered 
to  heave  his  vessel  to  as  a  prize  to  the  "  Alabama."  One  gun  was  first  fired,  and  immediately  after  the 
demand  was  made  another  gun  was  fired.  Two  boats  were  lowered  firom  the  *^  Alabama  ^^  and  sent  on 
board  the  barque.  The  officer  in  charge  of  these  boats  demanded  the  ship^s  papers,  which  the  said 
Master  was  compelled  to  take  on  board  the  said  steamer.  This  happened  about  a  quarter  before 
8  o^clock.  He  and  his  crew  were  immediately  taken  from  his  vessel  and  placed  as  prisoners  on  board 
the  "  Alabama,"  the  officers  and  crew  being  put  in  irons.  The  position  of  the  barque  at  the  time  of 
capture  was  as  follows :  Green  Point  Light-house  bearing  south  by  east ;  Robben  Island  Light-house, 
north-east. 

The  said  appearer  did  further  protest  against  the  illegal  capture  of  said  vessel,  as  she  was  in 
British  waters  at  the  time  of  capture,  according  to  bearings. 

Thus  done  and  protested  before  me,  the  said  Consul,  the  day,  month,  and  year  above  written. 

(Signed)  WALTER  GRAHAM,  United  Stated  Consul. 

CHARLES  F.  WHITE,  Master  «  Sea  Bride.'' 


Inclosure  14  in  No.  2. 

Mr.  Rawson  to  Mr.  Graham. 

Sir,  Colonial  Office,  August  7, 1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday^s  date, 
inclosing  an  affidavit  made  by  the  Master  of  the  ^'  Sea  Bride,"  and  to  acquaint  you  that  an  inquiry  into 
ibem  is  now  in  progress. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  RAWSON  W.  RAWSON,  Colonial  Seereiary. 


Inclosure  15  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Graham  to  Sir  P.  Wodehoiuse. 


Sir,  United  States^  Considate,  Cape  Town,  August  7, 186S. 

UNDERSTANDING  from  your  letter  of  this  date,  received  this  morning,  that  the  case  of  the 
*'  Sea  Bride  '^  is  still  pending,  I  inclose  the  affidavits  of  the  first  officer  of  that  vessel  and  the  cook  and 
steward,  which  I  hope  will  throw  additional  light  on  the  subject. 

From  the  affidavit  of  the  first  officer  it  appears  that  the  aH^ed  prize  was  brought  within  one 
and  a-half  miles  of  Green  Point  L^ht-house  yeaterdav^,  at  1  o'clock  p.m.  Now,  as  the  vessel  was  at 
that  time  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew,  it  was  a  violation  of  neutrality  as  much  as  if  the  capture  had  been 
made  at  the  same  distance  from  land. 

Pending  your  decision  of  the  case  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  the  prize-crew  on  board 
the  ^^  Sea  Briae'^  be  removed,  and  that  the  vessel  be  put  in  charge  of  a  crew  from  Her  Miyesty's  ship 
'•Valorous.'* 

•  I  have,  &c. 

""  (Signed)  WALTER  GRAHAM,  Umted  States'  ConsuL 
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Indosnre  16  in  No.  2. 

Affidavit  of  James  Robertion. 

United  Stated  Caneulaie,  Qg^e  Town,  Cope  if  Good  Hope. 
Auguit  7, 1863. 
ON  the  day  and  date  hereof  before  me,  Walter  Graham,  Consul  for  llie  United  States  of  America 
at  Cape  Town,  personally  came  and  appeared  James  Robertson,  cook  and  steward  of  the  bark 
'^  Sea  Bride/'  an  American  vessel,  and  made  affidavit  that  he  was  on  board  said  barque  on  the  night 
of  the  5th  day  of  August  instant,  after  the  said  barque  had  been  captured  as  a  prize  by  the  Confederate 
steamer  ^^  Alabama,"  and  a  prize  crew  put  on  board.  That  at  about  five  minutes  before  2  o'clock  a.m. 
of  the  6th  instant,  the  prize  crew  on  board  the  said  barque  received  a  signal  from  the  '^  Alabama " 
aforesaid  to  bum  the  said  barque,  and  immediately  all  hands  were  called  to  execute  that  order.  That 
the  sails  were  clewed,  a  tar  barrel  taken  from  underneath  the  top  gallant  forecastle  and  placed  in  the 
forecastle,  and  a  bucket  full  of  tar  with  other  combustibles  and  ammunition  ordered  on  the  cabin 
table,  but  that  when  these  arrangements  were  completed  another  signal  was  received  from  the  said 
^  Alabama,"  countermanding  the  order  to  bum  the  said  prize  and  to  stand  off  and  on  the  land  until 
daylight,  which  orders  were  obeyed.  rT^-^      ^\"*1L' 

(Signied)  JAMES  ROBERTSON,  Steward,  barque ''  Sea  Bride.'' 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal,  this  7th  day  of  August,  1863. 

(Signed)  Walter  Gbauam,  United  States^  Camul.  ^ 


Inclosure  17  in  No.  2. 

Affidavit  of  John  Schofield. 

United  States*  Consulate^  CJape  Tawny  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
August  7,  1863. 
ON  the  day  and  date  hereof  before  me,  Walter  Graham,  Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America 
at  Cape  Town,  personally  came  and  appeared  John  Schofield,  first  officer  of  the  barque  '*  Sea  Bride,^' 
of  Boston,  who  made  affidavit  that  he  was  on  board  of  said  vessel  at  1  o'clock  p.m.  yesterday,  the 
6th  day  of  August  instant,  while  she  was  in  possession  of  a  prize  crew  of  the  steamer  '^  Alabama ;'' 
that  he  took  the  bearings  of  said  bark  at  tliat  time,  which  were  as  follows :  Robben  Island  Light- 
house bore  north-east  by  north  one-half  north.  Green  Point  Lighthouse  bore  south-west  one- 
half  west. 

He  also  deposed  that  the  officer  in  command  of  the  barque  came  on  deck  about  that  time,  and 
stamping  his  foot  as  if  chagrined  to  find  her  so  near  the  land,  ordered  her  further  off,  which  was  done 
immediately. 

(Signed)  JOHN  SCHOFIELD,  Late  Ut  Officer  of  barque  *'  Sea  Bnde.'' 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal,  this  7th  day  of  August,  1863. 
(Signed)  Walter  Graham,  United  States'  Consul. 


Inclosure  18  in  No.  2. 

Mr.  Adamson  to  Mr.  Graham. 
Sir,  Colonial  Office^  August  7,  1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  GoTcmor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  inclosing 
two  affidavits  rdative  to  the  ^^  Sea  Bride,'^  and  to  state  that  his  Excellency  is  not  prepared  to  admit 
that  the  fact  of  that  vessel  having  been  brought  by  the  prize  crew  within  one-and-a-half  miles  of  the 
Green  Point  Lighthouse  ^^  was  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  as  much  as  if  the  capture  had  taken  place 
at  the  same  distance  from  land,''  although  both  the  belligerents  are  prohibited  from  bringing  their  prises 
into  British  ports. 

The  Governor  does  not  feel  warranted  in  taking  steps  for  the  removal  of  the  prize  crew  from  the 
"Sea  Bride.'* 

I  have*  &c. 
(Signed)  L.  ADAMSON, 

For  the  Colonial  Secretary. 


Inclosure  19  in  No.  2. 

Mr.  Rawson  to  Mr.  Graham* 
Sir,  Colonial  Officey  August  8,  1863. 

WITH  reference  to  the  correspondence  that  has  passed  relative  to  the  capture  by  the  Confederate 
States'  steamer  *^  Alabama  '*  of  the  barque  "  Sea  Bride/^  I  am  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acquaint  you 
that,  on  the  best  infonnation  he  has  been  enabled  to  procure,  he  has  comfe  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
capture  cannot  be  held  to  be  illegal,  or  in  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  British  Government,  by- 
reason  of  the  distance  from  land  ^t  which  it  took  place. 

His  Excellency  will,  by  n^xt  mail,  make  a  full  report  of  the  case  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 

I  have   occ 
(Signed)  ' RAWSON  W.  RAWSON,  Colonial  Secretary. 
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Indosure  20  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Oraham  to  Sir  P.  Wbdehause. 

Sir,  United  States^  Consulaie,  Cape  Toftm^  August  10,  1863. 

YOUR  decision  in  the  case  of  the  *^ Sea  Bride'*  was  duly  received  at  4  o'clock  p.m.  on  Saturday* 
In  communicating  that  decision  you  simply  announce  that  the  vessel  was,  in  your  opinion,  and  according 
to  evidence  before  you,  a  legal  prize  to  the  "  Alabama ;''  but  you  omit  to  state  the  principle  of  interna- 
tional law  that  governed  your  decision,  and  neglect  to  furnish  me  with  the  evidence  relied  upon 
by  you. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  can  neither  have  the  evidence  verified  or  rebutted  here,  nor  am  I 
enabled  to  transmit  it  as  it  stands  to  the  American  Minister  at  London,  nor  to  the  United  States' 
Government  at  Washington.  An  invitatipn  to  be  present  when  the  ex  parte  testimony  was  taken  was 
not  extended  to  me,  and  I  am  therefore  ignorant  of  the  tenor  of  it,  and  cannot  distinguish  the  portion 
thrown  out  from  that  which  was  accepted.  If  your  decision  is  that  the  neutral  waters  of  this  Colony 
only  extend  a  distance  of  three  miles  from  land,  the  character  of  that  decision  would  have  been  aptly 
illustrated  to  the  people  of  Cape  Town  had  an  American  war-vessel  appeared  on  the  scene,  and  engaged 
the  "  Alabama"  in  battle.  In  such  a  contest  with  cannon  carrying  a  distance  of  six  miles  (three  over 
land),  the  crashing  buildings  in  Cape  Town  would  have  been  an  excellent  commentary  on  your 
dedsion. 

But  the  decision  has  been  made  and  cannot  be  revoked  here,  so  that  further  comment  at  present 
is,  therefore,  unnecessary.  «It  can  only  be  reversed  by  the  Government  you  represent,  which  it 
probably  will  be  when  the  United  States'  Government  shall  claim  indemnity  for  the  owners  of  the 
«  Sea  Bride." 

An  armed  vessel  named  the  '^  Tuscaloosa,"  claiming  to  act  under  the  authoritv  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States,  entered  Simon's  Bay  on  Saturday  the  8th  instant.  That  vessel  was  formerly  owned  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  while  engaged  in  lawful  commerce  was  captured  as  a  prize  by  the 
"  Alabama."  She  was  subsequently  fitted  out  with  arms  by  the  "  Alabama  "  to  prey  upon  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  and  now,  without  having  been  condemned  as  a  prize  by  any  Admiralty  Court  of 
any  recognized  Government,  she  is  permitted  to  enter  a  neutral  port  in  violation  of  the  Queen's 
Proclamation,  with  her  original  cargo  on  board.  Against  this  proceeding  I  hereby  most  emphatically 
protest,  and  I  claim  that  the  vessel  ought  to  be  given  up  to  her  lawful  owners.  The  captiu«  of  the 
'^  Sea  Bride  "  in  neutral  waters,  together  with  the  case  of  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa,"  also  a  prize,  constitute  the 
latest  and  best  illustration  of  British  neutrality  that  has  yet  been  given. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WALTER  GRAHAM,  Uniied  States'  CansuL 


Indosure  21  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Rawson  to  Mr.  Graham. 

Sir,  Colonial  Officey  August  10,  1868. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date^  and  ta 
state  with  reference  to  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa,"  diat  his  Excellencv  is  stiir 
in  correspondence  with  the  Commander-in-chief  respecting  the  character  of  that  vessel,  and  tne  privi- 
l^es  to  which  she  is  entitled. 

41  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  RAWSON  W.  RAWSON,  Colonial  Secretary. 


Indosure  22  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Graham  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 


Sir,  United  States'  Consulate,  Cape  Town^  August  12, 1863. 

UPON  receiving  your  last  communication  to  me  dated  the  10th  instant,  I  deemed  it  simply  a 
report  of  progress  on  one  subject  treated  of  in  my  last  letter  to  your  Excdlency,  and  I  have  therefore 
waited  anxiously  for  the  receipt  of  another  letter  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  communicatmg  the  final 
result  in  that  case.  Failing  to  receive  it,  and  hearing  yesterday  p.m.  that  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa "  wodd 
proceed  to  sea  from  Simon's  Bay  to-day,  I  applied  for  an  injunction  from  the  Supreme  Court  to 
prevent  the  vessel  sailing  before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  showmg  by  witnesses  that  she  is  owned  in 
Philadelphia  in  the  United  States;  that  her  true  name  is  *^ Conrad ;''  that  she  has  never  been 
condemned  as  a  prize  bv  any  legally  constituted  Admhralty  Court ;  and  that  I  am  ex  officio  the  I^ 
agent  of  the  owners,  underwriters,  and  all  others  concerned.  I  have  not  yet  learned  the  result  of  that 
application,  and  fearing  that  delay  may  allow  her  to  escape,  I  would  respectfully  urge  you  to  detain 
her  in  port  until  the  proper  l^al  steps  can  be  taken. 

I  am  well  aware  that  your  Government  has  conceded  to  the  so-called  Confederate  States  the 
rights  of  belligerents,  and  is  thereby  bound  to  respect  Captain  Semmes'  commission;  but  having 
refused  to  recognixe  the  ^^  Confederacy  "  as  a  nation,  and  having  exduded  his  captures  from  all  the 
ports  of  the  British  Empire,  the  captures  necessarily  revert  to  their  real  owners,  and  are  forfeited  by 
Captain  Semmes  as  soon  as  they  enter  a  British  port. 

Hoping  to  receive  an  answer  to  this  and  the  preceding  letter  as  early  as  possible,  and  that  you 
will  not  construe  my  persistent  course  throughout  this  correspondence  on  neutral  rights  as  importunate, 
or  my  remarks  as  inopportune^  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  WALTER  GRAHAM,  United  States'  Consul. 
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laokMniro  9S  in  Na.  f  • 

ifr.  Eawmm  U  Mr,  Onihm%. 
Sir,  Cobmal  Office,  August  12, 1863« 

I  AM  directed  by  the  (Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  imd  to 
acquaint  you  that  it  was  not  until  late  last  evening  that  his  Excellency  received  from  the  Naind  Com* 
mander-in-chief  information  that  the  condition  of  the  "  Tuscaloosa  '^  was  such  as,  as  his  Excelltt^cy  is 
advised,  to  entitle  her  to  be  regarded  as  a  vessel  of  war. 

The  Governor  is  not  aware,  nor  do  you  refer  him  to  the  provisions  of  international  law  by  which 
captured  vessels,  as  soon  as  they  enter  our  neutral  ports,  revert  to  their  real  owners,  and  are  forfeited  by 
tlieir  captors.  But  his  Excellency  believes  that  the  claims  of  contending  parties  to  vessels  captured 
can  only  be  determined  in  the  first  instance  by  the  Courts  of  the  captor^s  country. 

The  Governor  desires  me  to  add  that  he  cannot  oflFer  any  objection  to  tne  tenor  of  the  corre- 
spondence which  you  have  addressed  to  him  on  this  subject,  and  that  he  is  very  sensible  of  the 
courtesy  you  have  exhibited  under  such  very  peculiar  circumstances.  He  gives  you  credit  for  acting 
on  a  strict  sense  of  duty  to  your  country. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  RAWSON  W.  RAWSON,  Colonial  Secretary. 

Indosure  24  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Graham  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouie. 

Sir,  United  States^  Consulate,  Cape  Town,  August  17,  1863. 

I  HAVE  delayed  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  last  letter  dated  the  12th  August  on  aooount 
of  events  transpiring,  but  which  have  not  yet  culminated  so  as  to  form  the  subject  of  correspondence. 

Your  decision  that  the  "Tuscaloosa*'  is  ^a  vessel  of  war,"  and  by  inference  a  prise,  astoniriies 
me,  because  I  do  not  see  the  necessary  incompatibility.  Four  guns  were  taken  from  on  board  ilke 
*'  TiUisman  '*  (also  a  prize)  and  put  on  board  the  "  Conrad*'  (*^  Tuscaloosa '0>  but  that  transfer  did  not 
ohaage  the  character  of  either  vessel  as  a  prize,  for  neither  of  them  could  cease  to  be  a  prize  till  it  had 
been  eondemned  in  an  Admiralty  Court  of  the  ^'  captor's  country,"  which  it  is  not  pretended  has  been 
done.  The  "  Tuscaloosa,"  therefore,  being  a  prize,  was  forbidden  to  enter  Simon's  Bay  by  the  Queen's 
Proidanation,  and  should  have  been  ordered  off  at  once,  but  she  was  not  so  ordered.  Granting  that 
Her  Majesty's  Proclamation  affirmed  the  right  of  Captain  Semmes  as  a  **  belligerent"  to  take  and  to 
hold  prizes  on  the  high  seas,  it  just  as  emphatically  denied  his  right  to  hold  them  in  British  ports. 
Now,  if  he  could  not  hold  them  in  Simon's  Bay,  who  else  could  hold  them  except  those  whose  right 
to  hold  them  was  antecedent  to  his — ^that  is,  the  owners  ? 

The  ^* Tuscaloosa"  remained  in  Simon's  Bay  seven  days  with  her  original  cargo  of  skins  and 
wool  on  board.  This  cargo,  I  am  informed  by  those  who  claim  to  know,  has  been  purchased  by 
merchants  in  Cape  Town  j  and  if  it  should  be  landed  here  directly  from  the  prize,  or  be  transferred 
to  other  vessels  at  some  secluded  harbour  on  the  coast  be3K>nd  this  Colony,  and  brought  from  thence 
here,  the  infringement  of  neutrality  will  be  so  palpable  and  flagrant  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  probably  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  owners  gracefully  and  at  once,  and  thus  remove  all  cause  of 
Qomplaint.  In  so  doing  it  will  have  to  disavow  and  repudiate  the  acts  of  its  Executive  Agents  heie— 
a  result  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  prevent. 

Greater  cause  of  complaint  will  exist  if  the  cargo  of  the  *^  Sea  Bride"  is  disposed  of  in  the  siaie 
manner,  as  I  have  reason  to  apprehend  it  will  be  when  negotiations  are  concluded ;  for  being  originally 
captured  in  neutral  wat^v,  tbe  thin  guise  of  neutrality  would  be  utterly  torn  into  shreds  by  the  sale  of 
her  cargo  here. 

The  ^^  Georgia,"  a  Confederate  war-steamer,  arrived  at  Simon's  Bay  yesterday,  and  the  ^*  Florida,** 
another  vessel  of  the  same  class,  has  arrived  or  is  expected  hourly  at  Saldanha  Bay,  where  she  may 
remain  a  week  without  your  knowledge,  as  the  place  is  very  secluded.  The  "  Alabama  "  remained  here 
in  Table  Bay  nearly  four  days  and  at  Simon's  Bay  six  days;  and  as  the  ^^ Tuscaloosa"  was  allowed  to 
remain  at  Simon's  Bay  seven  days,  I  apprehend  that  the  ^^ Georgia"  and  ^^ Florida"  will  meet  with 
th^  same  or  even  greater  favours.  Under  such  circumstances  further  protests  from  me  would  seem  to 
he  imarailing,  and  I  only  put  the  facts  upon  record  for  the  benefit  of  my  Gt)vemment  and  officials 
~  of  diplomatio  functions. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WALTER  GRAHAM,  United  States'  Consul. 


Inclosure  25  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Rawmn  to  Mr.  Qrakmn. 


Sit,  Colonial  Office,  August  19, 1863« 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  I7th  instant^ 

and  to  state  that  he  has  during  the  recent  transactions  endeavoured  to  act  in  strict  conformity  with 

the  wishes  of  Her  Majesty's  Giovemment ;  he  will  in  like  manner  pursue  the  same  course  in  any  futnra 

cai^  which  may  arise. 

I  am  to  add  that  his  Excellency  has  no  reason  to  believe  that  either  the  ^^  Alabama"  or  Ifaft 

^'Tuscaloosa"  have  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the  ports  of  the  Colony  for  a  greater  length  of  tivM 

than  the  stajte  of  the  weather  and  the  execution  of  the  repaira  of  whidu  they  actually  stood  in  Med 

rendiered  indlspenaable. 

I  have^  &c« 
(SigiMd)  RAWSON  W.  RAWSON,  Cohmial  Secretary. 
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Indosure  26  in  No.  2» 

Statemmt  ofJif$eph  Hapson. 

JOSEPH  HOPSON,  keeper  of  the  Green  Point  Lighthouse,  states  :— 

I  was  on  the  look-out  on  Wednesday  afternoon  when  the  "  Alabama'*  and  *^Sea  Bride'*  weie 
coming  in.  When  I  first  saw  them  the  steamer  was  coming  round  the  north-west  of  Robben  Island, 
and  the  barque  bore  from  or  about  five  miles  west-north-west.  The  barque  was  coming  in  under  all 
sail  with  a  good  breeze^  and  she  took  nothing  in  when  the  gun  was  fired.  I  believe  two  guns  were 
fired,  but  the  gun  I  mean  was  the  last,  and  the  steamer  then  crossed  the  stem  side  of  the  barque, 
and  hauled  up  to  her  on  the  starboard  side.  He  steamed  ahead  gently,  and  shortly  afterwards  I  saw 
the  barque  put  round  with  her  head  to  the  westward,  and  a  boat  put  off  from  the  steamer  and 
boarded  her.  Both  vessels  were  then  good  five  miles  off  the  mainland,  and  quite  five  if  not  six  from 
the  north-west  point  of  Robben  Island. 

(Signed)  J.  HOPSON. 

Taken  before  me  at  Green  Point,  this  7th  day  of  August,  1863. 

(Signed)  R.'  Johnson  Dutton,  Acting  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  J.  Schonegevel. 

Jesse  Hopson. 


Indosure  27  in  No.  8. 
Statement  of  W.  8.  Field. 

X  WAS  present  at  the  old  lighthouse,-  Green  Point,  on  last  Wednesday  afternoon,  &t  2  p.m.,  and 
saw  &e  ^  Alabama'^  capture  the  American  barque  ^^  Sea  Bride,'^  and  I  agree  with  the  above  statement 
as  far  as  the  position  of  the  vessels  and  their  distance  from  shore. 

(Kgncd)  W.  S.  FIELD,  Collector  of  Cwridms. 

Cape  Toumj  August  8, 1863. 

I  may  also  remark  that  I  called  the  attention  (^  Colonel  Bisset  and  the  lighthouse  keeper 
Hopson  to  the  distance  of  the  vessels  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  as  it  was  probable  we  should  becaued 
upon  to  give  our  evidence  respecting  the  afiair,  and  we  took  a  note  of  the  time  it  occurred. 

(Signed)  W.  S.  FIELD,  Collector  ofCuitoms. 

Cape  TowHy  August  8,  1863. 


Inclosure  28  in  No.  2. 
Statement  of  John  Roe. 

I,  JOHN  ROE,  boatman  of  Cape  Town,  make  the  following  statement : — 

I  was  yesterday,  the  5th  day  of  August,  1863,  returning  from  a  whale  chase  in  Hunt^  Bay,  when 
I  first  saw  tiie  barque  "  Sea  Bride''  standing  from  the  westward  on  to  the  land.  I  came  on  to  Table 
Bay,  and  when  o£f  Camp's  Bay  I  saw  the  smoke  ot  the  ^^  Alabama"  some  distance  from  the  westward 
of  Kobben  Island.  When  I  reached  the  Green  Point  Lighthouse  the  steamer  was  standing  up-towards 
the  barque,  which  was  about  five  miles  and  a  half  to  the  westward  of  Green  Point,  and  about  four  and 
a  half  firom  the  western  point  of  Robb^i  Island.  This  was  their  position  (being  near  each  other  at 
the  time)  when  the  gun  was  fired. 

Dated  at  Cape  Town,  this  6ih.  day  of  August,  1863. 

(Signed)  JOHN  ROE. 

This  statement  made  before  me, 

(Signed)  R.  Johnson  Dutton,  Acting  Clerk  qfthe  Peace. 

Cape  Town,  August  6, 1863. 

Witnesses :  * 

(Signed)  J.  W.  A.  Rus«ond. 

J.  A.  B.  Flbok. 


Inclosure  29  in  No.  2. 
Statement  (^  Frederick  Carter. 


FREDERICK  CARTER,  signahnan  at  the  Lion^l  Rump  Telegraph  Station,  states  :— 
On  Wednesday  last,  the  5th  day  of  August,  1863, 1  sighted  the  barque  ^^Sea  Bride''  about  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  about  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  q£  the  land,  atandiiig  into  Table  Bay  fircon  the 
south-west.  There  was  a  light  breeze  blowing  firom  the  north-west,  which  continued  until  after  midday. 
About  midday  I  sighted  tiie  "  Alabama*'  screw  steamer  standmg  from  due  north  towards  Table  B^, 
itttaAdisg,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  to  take  the  passage  between  Robb^  Island  and  theBluebegg  Bteoi. 
-  9sm  WW  llien  between  fifteen  asid  eighteen  miles  off  die  kmd. 
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V- 


After  sighting  the  steamer  I  hoisted  the  demand  for  the  barque,  when  she  hoisted  the  American 

flag,  which  I  reMrted  to  the  Port  oflSce,  the  barque  then  being  about  eight  miles  oflFthe  land  from 

JnriUe  Point.    No  sooner  had  the  barque  hoisted  the  American  flag  than  the  steamer  turned  sharp 

^nd  in  the  direction  of  and  towards  the  barque-    The  steamer  appeared  at  that  time  to  have  been 

.-  about  twdve  miles  ofl'the  land  from  Irville  Point,  and  about  four  or  five  miles  outside  of  Robben 

luand,  and  about  seven  miles  from  the  barque. 

The  steamer  then  came  up  to  and  alongside  of  the  barque,  when  the  latter  was  good  four  miles 
ofl^the  land  at  or  near  the  old  Lighthouse,  and  five  miles  ofl'the  Island.    The  steamer,  after  firing  a 

Sn,  stopped  the  further  progress  of  the  barque,  several  boats  were  sent  to  her,  and  after  that  the 
.  rque  stood  out  to  sea  again,  and  the  "  Alabama"  steamed  into  Table  Bay. 

(Signed)  F.  CARTER,  Chief  Signalman,  Lion's  Bump. 

Taken  before  me,  at  Cape  Town,  this  7th  day  of  August,  1863. 

^(Signed)  R.  Johnson  Dutton,  Acting  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 

Witnesses: 

'(Signed)  J.  W.  A.  Russono. 

J.  A.  B.  Fleck. 


Inclosure  30  in  No.  2. 
Captain  Forsyth  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 


Sir,  «  Valorous;'  Table  Bay,  August  6, 1868. 

IN  compliance  with  the'request  conveyed  to  me  by  your  Excellency,  I  have  the  honour  to  report 
that  I  have  obtained  from  Captain  Semmes  a  statement  of  the  positions  df  the  Confederate  States' 
steamer  ^^ Alabama*'  and  the  American  barque  "Sea  Bride,''  when  the  latter  was  captured  yesterday 
afternoon. 

Captain  Semmes  asserts  that  at  the  time  of  his  capturing  the  "  Sea  Bride,"  Green  Point  Light- 
house bore  from  the  "  Alabama"  south-east  about  six  or  six  and  a  half  miles. 

This  statement  is  borne  out  by  the  evidence  of  Captain  Wilson,  Port  Captain  of  Table  Bay,  who 
has  assured  me  that  at  the  time  of  the  ^^Sea  Bride"  being  captured  he  was  off  Oreen  Point  in  the 
port  boat,  and  that  only  the  top  of  the  ''  Alabama's"  hull  was  visible. 

I  am  of  opinion,  if  Captain  Wilson  could  only  see  that  portion  of  the  hull  of  the  "  Alabama,^ 
she  must  have  been  about  the  distance  from  the  shore  which  is  state  d  by  Captain  Semmes,  and  I  have 
therefore  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  barque  ^^  Sea  Bride"  was  beyond  the  limits  assigned  when 
pihe  was  captured  by  the  ^*  Alabama." 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES. C.  FORSYTH. 


Inclosure  31  in  No.  2. 

Bear  Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse,  August  7,  1863. 

[See  Inclosure  4  in  No.  1.] 


Inclosure  32  in  No.  2. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Bear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker 

3ir  Admiralty,  June  1,  1861. 

I  AM  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send  you  herewith,  for  your 

information  and  guidance,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 

Foreign  Affairs  dated  this  day,  infomfing  my  Lords  that,  with  a  view  more  effectually  to  carry  out  the 

principle  of  neutrality,  Her  Majesty's  Government  propose  to  interdict  the  armed  ships  of  both 

contending  parties  in  North  America  from  carrying  prizes  made  by  them  into  the  ports,  harbours, 

roadsteads,  or  waters  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  of  any  other  of  Her  Majesty's  colonies  or  possessions 

abroad. 

I  am,  &C. 

(Signed)  W.  G.  ROMAINE. 


Inclosure  33  in  No.  2. 

Lord  J.  Bussell  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  June  1,  1861. 

HER  Maje&ty's  Government  are,  as  your  Lordships  are  aware,  desirous  of  observing  the  stricteai 
neutrality  in  the  contest  which  appears  to  be  imminent  between  the  United  States  and  the  so-called 
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Confederate  States  of  North  A  merica ;  and  with  a  view  more  effectually  to  carry  out  this  principle, 
they  propose  to  interdict  the  armed  shipsf,  and  also  the  privateers,  of  both  parties  from  carrying  prizes 
made  by  them  into  the  ports,  harbours,  roadsteads,  or  waters  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  of  any  of 
Her  Majesty's  colonies  or  possessions  abroad. 

I  have  accordingly  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  the  Queen  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that 
orders  in  conformity  with  the  principles  above-mentioned  should  forthwith  be  addressed  to  all  proper 
authorities  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  to  Her  Majesty's  naval  and  other  authorities  in  all  quarters 
beyond  the  United  Kingdom,  for  their  guidance  in  the  circumstances. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  RUSSELL. 


Indosure  34  in  No.  2. 

Sir  P.  fFodeheuse  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker,  August  8, 1868. 

[See  Indosure  6  in  No.  1.] 

Inclosure  35  in  No.  2. 

Extract  from  TFheaton^a  ^^  Elements  of  International  Law  J** 

[See  Inclosure  7  in  No.  1.] 


Inclosure  36  in  No.  2. 

Rear- Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse,  August  8,  1863. 

fSee  Inclosure  8  in  No.  1.] 


Inclosure  37  in  No.  2. 

Sir  P.  Wodehouse  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker,  August  10,  1868. 

[See  Inclosure  9  in  No.  1.] 


Inclosure  38  in  No.  2. 

Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse,  August  11, 1863. 

[See  Inclosure  10  in  No.  1.] 


Inclosure  39  in  No.  2. 


Mr.  Holmes  to  Mr.  Rawson. 


Sir,  Cape  Town,  August  6, 1863. 

WITH  reference  to  the  seizure  by  the  so-called  Confederate  steam-ship  "Alabama"  of  the 
United  States^  merchant  barque  "  Sea  Bride,^^  bound  from  New  York  to  this  port,  on  Thursday,  the 
5th  instant,  whilst  entering  Table  Bay,  I  beg  to  state  that^  from  information  which  I  have  received, 
and  from  my  own  observation,  I  believe  that  the  said  barque  was  seized  within  the  neutral  limits 
allowed  by  the  law  of  nations.  I  beg  therefore  to  protest,  on  behalf  of  the  principal  underwriters  in 
the  said  United  States,  whose  agent  I  am  in  this  Colony,  against  the  said  seizure  as  being  illegal,  and 
to  claim  the  protection  of  the  British  Government  for  the  said  barque  vnd  underwriters. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  S.  HOLMES,  Agent  for  said  Underwriters. 


Inclosure  40  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Rawson  to  Mr.  Holmes. 


Sir,  Colonial  Office,  August  1, 1868. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date 
relative  to  the  capture  of  the  *^  Sea  Bride,''  and  to  acquaint  you  that  an  inquiry  is  in  progress  as  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  took  place. 

I  have  &c. 
(Signed)  RAWSON  W.  RAWSON,  Colonial  Secretary. 

[147]  D 
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No.  3. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  October  21.) 

Sir,  Admiralty^  October  21,  1863. 

WITH  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo  I  am  commanded  by  my 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of 
Earl  Rusrell,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Baldwin  Walker,  dated  the 
31st  August,  with  copy  of  its  inclosure,  relative  to  two  vessels  captured  by  the 
so-styled  Confederate  vessel  ''  Alabama "  having  visited  Saldanha  Bay,  and  the 
question  whether  the  laws  of  neutrality  prescribed  by  the  Queen's  Proclamation 
have  not  been  infringed  by  the  proceedings  of  these  vessels. 

I  am^  &c. 
(Signed)  C.  PAGET. 


Indofure  1  in  No.  3. 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  WaOer  to  ike  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Sir,  ^^  Narcissus/'  Simon's  Bay.  August  81,  1863. 

I  BEG  to  inclose,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  copy 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Captain  Forsyth,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  **  Valorous,'^  reporting  the 
result  of  his  visit  to  Saldanha  Bay  to  watdi  the  movements  of  the  Confederate  States^  vessels  and  prizes 
said  to  have  gone  in  that  direction. 

2.  The  report  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hontges  Bay,  northward  of  Saldanha  Bay,  that  the  prize 
^'Sea  Bride''  and  the  so-called  tender  '^.Tuscaloosa ^  having  visited  that  place,  and  received  on  board 
some  men  sent  from  Cape  Town,  tends  to  confirm  the  suspicions  refeired  to  in  my  letter  of  the 
19th  instant,  paragraph  7 ;  &nd  I  believe  that  these  vessels  and  their  cargoes  have  b^n.  since 
disposed  of  to  some  parties  at  Cape  Town.  The  fact  of  the  '*  Sea  Bride,*'  which  was  the  vessel 
captured  off  Table  Bay  by  the  '^  Alabama,''  being  carried  into  Hontges  Bay,  although  she  may  have 
b€«n  previously  made  into  a  tender  in  the  same  ma'hner  as  the  "Tuscaloosa/'  having  her  cargo  of 
merchandize  still  on  board,  would  appear  to  be  a  breach  of  the  laws  of  neutrality  prescribed  by  the 
Queen's  proclamation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER. 


Indosure  2  in  No.  3. 
Captain  Forsyth  to  Rear^Admiral  Sir  £•  Walker. 


Sir,  '' Valorous/' Table  Bay,  August  24,  ISeS.^ 

HAVING  received  a  request  in  the  evening  of  the  19th  instant,  from  his  Excellency  Sir 
P.  Wodehouse  (a  copy  of  which  I  b^  to  inclose),  that  I  would  proceed  to  Saldanha  Bay  and  there 
take  such  steps  as  1  might  think  proper  for  enforcing  the  instructions  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
with  regard  to  British  neutrality,  1  weighed  at  9  p.m.  under  steam  and  arrived  at  my  destination  the 
next  morning.  I  first  examined  the  southern  part  of  the  Bay  for  any  vessels  that  might  have  anchored 
in  that  locality;  not  finding  any,  I  proceeded  the  same  afternoon  to  Hontges  Bay,  further  to  the 
northward,  and  found  from  information  obtained  from  the  residents  that  two  Confederate  vessels, 
the  ^^  Sea  Bride  "  and  ^^  Tuscaloosa,"  had  sailed  on  the  previous  morning,  having  been  at  anchor  two 
days  at  this  place,  and  it  is  reported  shipped  some  men,  one  from  this  Bay  and  others  said  to  have 
been  brought  from  Cape  Town  in  a  cargo  boat.  On  their  leaving  the  port  they  were  communicated 
with  by  a  steamer,  after  which  the  former  stood  to  the  westward  and  the  latter  to  the  southward. 

The  wind  having  set  in  from  the  northward  and  there  being  a  very  heavy  sea  outside,  I  decided 
on  remaining  at  the  anchorage  until  the  weather  cleared,  more  particularly  as  our  starboard  fore-bitts 
have  been  strained  and  the  stopper-bolts  drawn,  which  I  felt  anxious  to  repair  before  returning  to 
Table  Bay.  .^^ 

Having  partially  completed  the  above-mentioned  repairs,  I  left  Saldanha  Bay  at  8  a.m.  this 
morning,  and  arrived  here  at  5*30  p.m.  this  day. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  C.  C.  FORSYTH. 

No.  4. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  Mr.  Hammond. — {Received  October  21.) 

•Sir,  Admiralty^  October  21^  1863. 

I  AM  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send 
you  Lereiivithy  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the 
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17th  September,  from  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Baldwin  Walker,  with  copy  of  its  inclosure' 
relative  to  the  movements  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States'  ship  "Alabama" 
and  her  prizes. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  C,  PAGET. 

Inclosure  1  in  No.  4. 

BeoT^Admirai  Sir  B.  Walker  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admirdliy. 

Sir,  ^^ NarcissuSy^  Simon^s  Bay,  September  17,  1868. 

WITH  reference  to  my  letters  dated  respectively  the  19th  and  31st  ultimo,  relative  to 
the  Confederate  States'  ship  of  war  ^^  Alabama,"  and  the  prizes  captm^d  by  her,  I  beg  to  inclose, 
for  their  Lordships'  information,  the  copy. of  a  statement  forwarded  to  me  by  the  Collector 
of  Customs  at  Cape  Town,  wherein  it  is  represented  that  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa "  and  "  Sea  Bride  *'  had 
visited  Ichaboe,  which  is  a  dependency  of  this  Colony. 

2.  Since  the  receipt  of  the  above-mentioned  document,  the  ^*  Alabama ''  arrived  at  this  anchorage 
(thel6th  instant),  and  when  Captain  Semmes  waited  upon  me  I  acquainted  him  of  the  report^ 
requesting  he  would  inform  me  if  it  was  true.  I  was  glad  to  learn  from  him  that  it  was  not  so.  He 
frankly  explained  that  the  prize  ^'  Sea  Bride'*'  in  the  first  place  had  put  into  Saldanha  Bay  through  stress 
of  weather,  and  on  being  joined  there  by  the  "  Tuscaloosa,"  both  vessels  proceeded  to  Angra  Pequena 
on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  where  he  subsequently  joined  them  in  the  "  Alabama,"  and  there  sold 
the  '*  Sea  Bride  "  and  her  cargo  to  an  English  subject  who  resides  at  Cape  Town.  The  ^*  Tuscaloosa" 
had  landed  some  wool  at  Angra  Pequena  and  received  ballast,  but  he  states  is  still  in  commission  as  a 
tender.  It  vrill  therefore  be  seen  how  erroneous  is  the  accompanying  report.  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  Captain  Semmes'  explanation ;  he  seems  to  be  fully  alive  to  the  instructions  of  Her  Majestjr's 
Government,  and  appears  to  be  most  anxious  not  to  commit  any  breach  of  neutrality, 

3.  The  ^^ Alabama"  has  returned  to  this  port  for  coal,  some  provisions,  and  to  repair  her 
condensing  apparatus. 

4.  From  conversation  with  Captain  Semmes,  I  find  that  he  has  been  off  this  Cape  for  the  last  five 
da3^,  and  as  the  ^^  Vanderbilt ''  left  this  on  the  night  of  the  11th  instant  it  is  surprising  they  did  not 
see  each  other. 

I  have,  &c. 
Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER. 


Indosure  2  in  No.  4. 
Information  received  September  II,  1863. 

ON  the  8rd  August  the  *^Sea  Bride,"  now  hailing  fix)m  Hambui*gh,  together  wiA  the 
^' Tuscaloosa,*^  sailed  firom  Ichaboe.  The  ^Sea  Bride  ^  having  landed  part  of  her  cargo,  and  fi&ed 
up  with  guano,  both  vessels  were  remanned  from  the  working  party  on  the  Islands,  and  the  former 
crews  landed. 

Captain  Iceton  of  the  ^^  Flower  of  Yarrow  "  piloted  the  *^  Alabama  "  into  the  Lagoon,  or  as  it  is 
called  Galvidea  Bay,  thirty  to  forty  miles  north  of  Ichaboe,  where  she  landed  some  cargo. 

The  *^  Isabella"  schooner  of  Cape  Town  took  on  board  part  of  *^  Sea  Bride's  "  cargo,  consistii^  of 
tobacco,  fiour,  beef,  and  pork. 

He  ^^ Tuscaloosa'^  landed  her  cargo  at  Angra  Pequena,  and  was  ballasted  and  refitted  Hiere. 

The  '^Sea  Bride"  and  ^^ Tuscaloosa"  are  suppposed  to  hare  sailed  for  Mauritius. 

The  above  information  was  yesterday  oonfimed  by  the  arrival  of  the  **Qem"  fipom  Angra 
Peqnena. 

Cu8tom'Hott9e,  Cape  Town^  September  15, 1863. 

Captain  Johnson,  formerly  of  the  '^Albatross,"  commands  the  ^^Sea  Bride,  and  Mr.  Cloete  the. 
**Ta»oaloo8a." 

No.  5. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammjond. — {Receioed  October  22.) 

Sir,  Admiralty,  October  21,  1863. 

I  AM  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  acquaint 
yon,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  that  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Baldwin  Walker^ 
m  a  letter  dated  the  2nd  ultimo,  reports  that  the  Confederate  States'  steam-vessel 
"  Georg^  "  went  to  sea  from  Simon's  Bay  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  August ;  and 
that  the  following  afternoon  the  Federal  steam-ship  of  war  ^'Vanderbilt"  communi- 
cated with  a  pilot  ofif  Cape  Hanglip,  and  then  proceeded  in  search  of  the  Confederate 
ships  which  have  lately  visited  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope.  The  Commander  of  the 
^'Vanderbilt"  is  said  to  have  told  the  pilot  to  look  out  for  him  o£f  Simon's  Bay  in 
the  course  of  a  week. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  C.  PAGET. 
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No.  6. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. — {Received  November  24.) 

Sir,  Admiralty y  November  24^  1863. 

I  AM  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  to  acqaaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  that  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Baldwin  Walker 
Las  reported  that  the  '*  Alabama"  left  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  25th  Septem- 
ber, and  had  not  since  been  heard  of  by  him.  The  "  Vanderbilt**  was  reported  aa 
having  reached  the  Mauritius. 

I  am,  &c. 
.(Signed)  W.  G.  ROMAINE. 

No.  7. 

Mr.  Elliot  to  Mr.  Hammond. — {Received  December  10.) 

(Extract.)  Downing  Street,  December  9,  1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  his  Grace  has  addressed  to  the  Governor 
of  the  Cape. 


Indosure  in  No.  7* 
The  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 


Sir,  Downing  Street,  November  4,  1868. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch  of  the  19th  August  last,  submitting  for  my  considera- 
tion various  questions  arising  out  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  of  the  Confederate 
vessels  **  Georgia/^  "  Alabama,''  and  her  reputed  tender  the  ^'  Tuscaloosa." 

I  will  now  proceed  to  convey  to  you  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  these  questions. 

The  capture  of  the  "  Sea  Bride  ''  by  the  "  Alabama''  is  stated  to  have  been  effected  beyond  the 
distance  of  three  miles  from,  the  shore, — which  distance  must  be  accepted  as  the  limit  of  territorial 
jurisdiction  according  to  the  present  rule  of  international  law  upon  that  subject.  It  appears^  however. 
that  the  prize^  very  soon  after  her  capture,  was  brought  within  the  distance  of  two  miles  from  the 
shore;  and  as  this  is  contrary  to  Her  Majesty^s  orders,  it  might  have  afforded  just  grounds  (if  the 
apology  of  Captain  Semmes  for  this  improper  act,  which  he  ascribed  to  inadvertence,  had  not  been 
looepted  by  you)  for  the  interference  of  the  Colonial  authorities  upon  the  principles  which  I  am  about 
to  explain* 

With  respect  to  the  *^  Alabama"  herself,  it  is  clear  that  neither  you  nor  any  other  authority  at 
the  Cape  could  exercise  any  jurisdiction  over  her ;  and  that,  whatever  may  have  been  her  previous 
history,  you  were  bound  to  treat  her  as  a  ship  of  war  belonging  to  a  belligerent  Power. 

With  r^ard  to  the  vessel  called  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa,*'  I  am  advised  that  this  vessel  did  not  lose  the 
diaracter  of  a  prize  captured  by  the  **  Alabama,"  merely  because  she  was,  at  the  time  of  her  being 
brought  within  Britbh  waters,  armed  with  two  small  rifled  guns,  in  charge  of  an  officer  and  manned 
with  a  crew  of  ten  men  from  the  ^^  Alabama,"  and  used  as  a  tender  to  that  vessel  under  the  authority 
of  Captain  Semmes* 

It  would  appear  that  the  "  Tuscaloosa  "  is  a  barque  of  500  tons,  captured  by  the  ^*  Alabama," 
off  the  coast  of  Brazil,  on  the  21st  of  June  last,  and  brought  into  Simon's  Bay  on  or  before  the  7th  of 
August,  with  her  original  cargo  of  wool  (itself,  as  well  as  the  vessel,  prize)  still  on  board,  and  with 
nothing  to  give  her  a  warlike  character  (so  far  as  is  stated  in  the  papers  before  me),  except  the 
circumstances  already  noticed. 

Whether,  in  the  case  of  a  vessel  duly  commissioned  as  a  ship  of  war,  after  being  made  prize  by  a 
belligerent  Government,  without  being  first  brought  infra  prcBsidia  or  condemned  by  a  Court  of  Prize, 
the  diaracter  of  prize,  within  the  meaning  of  Her  Majesty's  Orders,  would  or  would  not  be  merged  in 
that  of  a  national  ship  of  war,  I  am  not  called  upon  to  explain.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  the  citation 
from  Mr.  Wheaton's  book  by  your  Attorney-General  does  not  appear  to  me  to  have  any  direct  bearing 
upon  the  question. 

Connected  with  this  subject  is  the  question  as  to  the  cargoes  of  captured  vessels  which  is  alluded 
to  at  the  end  of  your  despatch.  On  this  point  I  have  to  instruct  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Orders 
apply  as  much  to  prize  cargoes  of  every  kind  which  may  be  brought  by  any  armed  ships  or  privateers 
<rf  either  belligerent  into  British  waters  as  to  the  captured  vessels  themselves.  They  do  not,  however, 
apply  to  any  articles  which  may  have  formed  part  of  any  such  cargoes,  if  brought  within  British  juris- 
diction, not  by  armed  ships  or  privateers  of  either  belligerent,  but  by  other  persons  who  may  have 
acquired  or  may  claim  property  in  them  by  reason  of  any  dealings  witli  the  captors. 

I  think  it  right  to  observe  that  the  third  reason  alleged  by  the  Attorney-General  for  his  opinion 
assumes  (though  the  fact  had  not  been  made  the  subject  of  any  inquiry)  that  ^^no  means  existed  for 
determining  whether  the  ship  had  or  had  not  been  judicially  condemned  in  a  Court  of  competent 
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jurisdiction/^  and  the  proposition  that,  "  admitting  her  to  have  been  captured  by  a  ship  of  war  of  the 
Coftfederate  States,  she  was  entitled  to  refer  Her  Majesty's  Ooyemment,  in  case  of  any  dispute,  to  the 
Court  of  her  States  in  order  to  satisfy  it  as  to  her  real  character/'  This  assumption,  however,  is  not 
consistent  with  Her  Majesty's  undoubted  right  to  determine  within  her  own  territory  whether  her 
own  orders,  made  in  vindication  of  her  own  neutrality,  have  been  violated  or  nof. 

The  question  remains  what  course  ought  to  have  been  taken  by  the  authorities  of  the  Cape— 

1st.  In  order  to  ascertain  whether  this  vessel  was,  as  alleged  by  the  United  States^  Consul,  an 
uncondemfied  prize  brought  within  British  waters  in  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  neutrality;  and 

2ndly.  What  ought  to  have  been  done  if  such  had  appeared  to  be  really  the  fact. 

I  think ,  that  the  allegations  of  the  United  States'  Consul  ought  to  have  been  brought  to  th^ 
knowledge  of  Captain  Semmes  while  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa "  was  still  within  British  waters,  and  that  he 
should  have  been  requested  to  state  whether  he  did  or  did  not  admit  the  facts  to  be  as  alleged.  He 
should  also  have  been  called  upon  (unless  the  facts  were  admitted)  to  produce  the  **  Tuscaloosa's '^ 
papers.  If  the  result  of  these  inquiries  had  been  to  prove  that  the  vessel  was  really  an  uncondemned 
prize,  brought  into  British  waters  m  violation  pf  Her  Majesty's  Orders  made  for  the  purpose  of  main- 
taining her  neutrality,  I  consider  that  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  such  circumstances,  most  consistent 
with  Her  Majesty's  dignity,  and  most  proper  for  the  vindication  of  her  territorial  rights,  would  have 
been  to  prohibit  the  exercise  of  any  further  control  over  the  "  Tuscaloosa "  by  the  captors,  and  to 
retain  that  vessel  under  Her  Majesty's  control  and  jurisdiction  until  properly  reclaimed  by  her  original 
owners. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  NEWCASTLE. 

No.  8. 

Mr.  Elliot  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  January  30.) 

^Extract.)  Downing  Street ^  January  29,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  the  proceedings,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  of  the- 
Confederate  war-steamer/^  Alabama,"  and  her  prizes,  I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  to  transmit  to  yoa  for  the  consideration  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a 
further  despatch  from  the  Governor  of  that  Colony  on  the  subject,  and  I  am  to 
request  that  you  will  state  to  his  Lordship,  that  his  Grace  proposes  to  inform  Sir 
P,  Wodehouse,  that  in  the  despatch  addressed  to  him  from  this  office,  of  which  a 
copy  is  inclosed,  it  was  not  intended  to  censure  his  conduct  in  any  respect,  or  to 
express  a  doubt  as  to  its  propriety  in  regard  to  the  ''  Sea  Bride." 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  8. 
Sir  P.  Wodehouse  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


My  Lord  Duke,  Government  Houscy  Cape  Toum^  December  19, 1863. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Grace^s  despatch  of  the  4th  ultimo,  firom  which 
I  regret  to  learn  that  the  course  taken  here  relative  to  the  Confederate  war-steamer  "  Alabama^'  and 
her  prizes  has  not. in  some  respects  given  satisfaction  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 

I  must  only  beg  your  Grace  to  believe  that  no  pains  were  spared  by  the  late  Acting  Attorney- 
General  or  by  myself  to  shape  our  course  in  what  we  believed  to  be  conformity  with  the  orders  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the  rules  of  international  law,  as  far  as  we  could  ascertain  and 
interpret  them. 

Mr.  Denyssen  has  been  so  constantly  engaged  with  professional  business  since  the  arrival  of  the 
mail  that  I  have  been  prevented  from  discussing  with  him  the  contents  of  your  despatch  ;  but  I  think 
it  right,  nevertheless,  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  opportunity  for  representing  to  your  Grace  the 
state  of  imcertainty  in  which  I  am  placed  hy  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  and  for  soliciting  such 
farther  explanations  as  may  prevent  my  again  falling  into  error  on  these  matters.  In  so  doing  1  trust 
you  will  be  prepared  to  make  allowance  for  the  difficulties  which  must  arise  out  of  this  peculiar 
contest,  in  respect  of  which  both  parties  stand  on  a  footing  of  equality  as  belligerents,  while  only  one 
of  them  is  recognized  as  a  nation. 

In  the  first  place,  I  infer  that  I  have  given  cause  for  dissatisfaction  in  not  having  more  actively 
resented  the  fact  that  the  ^^  Sea  Bride,''  on  the  day  after  her  capture,  was  brought  a  short  distance 
within  British  waters. 

Tour  Grace  demurs  to  my  having  accepted  Captain  Semmes'  apology  for  tliis  improper  act, 
which  he  ascribed  to  inadvertence.  You  will  j^arc^on  my  noticing  that  the  fact  of  the  act  having  been 
done  through  inadvertence  was  established  by  the  United  States*  Consul  himself,  one  of  whose 
witnesses  stated,  "the  officer  in  command  of  the  barque  came  on  deck  about  that  time,  and  stamping 
his  foot  as  if  chagrined  to  find  her  so  near  the  land,  ordered  hes  further  ofi",  which  was  done 
immediately." 

I  confess  that  on  such  evidence  of  such  a  fact  I  did  not  consider  myself  warranted  in  requiring 
the  Commander  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  *^  Valorous"  to  take  possession  of  the  "  AlabaraaV  prize. 

The  questions  involved  in  the  treatment  of  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa"  are  far  more  important  and  more 
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epibArn^ing ;  and  first  let  me  state,  with  reference  to  the  suggestion  that  Captain  Semmes  should 
have  been  required  to  admit  or  deny  the  allegations  of  the  United  States'  Consul,  that  no  such 
proceeding  was  required.  There  was  not  the  slightest  mystery  or  concealment  of  the  circumstancea 
under  which  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa''  had  come  into  and  then  was  in  possession  of  the  Confederates.  The 
£acts  were  not  disputed.  We  were  required  to  declare  what  was  her  actual  status  under  those  facts. 
We  had  recourse  to  Wheaton,  the  best  authority  on  International  Law  within  our  reach — an  authority 
of  the  nation  with  whom  the  question  had  arisen;  an  authority  which  the  British  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  had  recently  been  quoting  in  debates  on  American  questions  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

Your  Grace  intimates  that  the  citation  from  this  authority  by  the  Acting  Attomey*6eneral  does 
iap%  appear  to  have  any  direct  bearing  upon  the  question. 

You  will  assuredly  believe  that  it  is  not  fix)m  any  want  of  respect  for  your  opinion,  but  solely 
froBi  a  desire  to  avoid  future  error,i  that  I  confess  my  mability  to  understana  this  intimation,  or,  in 
tke  absence  of  instructions  on  that  head,  to  see  in  what  direction  I  am  to  look  for  the  law  bearing  on 
the  subject. 

The  paragraph  cited  made  no  distinction  between  a  vessel  with  cargo  and  a  vessel  without  cargo ; 
a^d  your  Grace  leaves  me  in  ignorance  whether  her  character  would  have  been  changed  if  Captain 
Semmes  had  got  rid  of  the  cargo  before  claiming  for  her  admission  as  a  ship  of  war.  Certainly^  acts 
had  been  done  by  him  which,  according  to  Wheaton,  constituted  a  ^^  setting  forth  as  a  vessel  of  war.** 

Your  Grace  likewise  states,  **  Whether  in  the  case  of  a  vessel  duly  commissioned  as  a  ship  of 
war,  after  being  made  prize  by  a  belligerent  Government  without  being  first  brought  infra  prasidia, 
or  condemned  by  a  Court  of  Prize,  the  character  of  prize,  within  the  meaning  of  Her  Majesty's 
orders,  would  or  would  not  be  merged  in  a  national  ship  of  war,  I  am  not  called  upon  to  explain." 

I  feel  myself  forced  to  ask  for  further  advice  on  this  point,  on  which  it  is  quite  possible  I  may  be 
called  upon  to  take  an  active  part  I  have  already,  in  error,  apparently,  admitted  a  Confederate  prize 
as  a  ship  of  war.  The  chief  authority  on  International  Law  in  which  it  is  in  my  power  to  refer  is 
Wlieaton,  who  apparently  draws  no  distinction  between  ships  of  war  and  other  ships  when  found  in 
the  position  of  prizes,  and  I  wish  your  Grace  to  be  aware  that  within  the  last  few  days  the  commander 
of  a  United  States'  ship  of  war  observed  to  me  that  if  it  were  his  good  fortune  to  capture  the 
^'  Alabama"  he  should  convert  her  into  a  Federal  cruizer. 

I  trust  your  Grace  will  see  how  desirable  it  is  that  I  should  be  fully  informed  of  the  views  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  on  these  points,  and  that  I  shall  be  favoured  with  a  reply  to  this  despatch 
at  your  earliest  convenience. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  E.  WODEHOUSE. 


Indosure  9  in  No.  8* 

7»e  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Sir  P.  Wodefumse,  November  4,  1868. 

tSee  Indosure  in  No.  70 

No.  9. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. — {Received  February  15.) 

(Extract.)  Admiralty ^  February  15,  1864. 

I  AM  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send  you 
herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the  5th 
January,  from  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Baldwin  Walker,  with  copies  of  its  inclosare, 
reporting  that  the  barque  "  Tuscaloosa,*'  under  the  Confederate  flag,  has  been 
detained  by  the  British  authorities  at  Simon's  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  until  she 
caji  be  transferred  to  her  lawful  owners,  for  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  orders  for  the 
maioteoance  of  neutrality,  the  vessel  being  considered  as  aa  uncondemned  prize, 
caqptored  by  the  Confederate  vessel  of  war  **  Alabama." 


Indosure  1  in  No.  9. 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Sir,.  ^^Narcissmf^  Simon^s  Bay^  January  6,  1864. 

I  BEQUEST  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  ihe  Admiralty  that  tlie 
barque  called  the  ^'  Tuscaloosa,^'  under  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States  of  North  America  (referred 
tfo  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  Aiigust  last),  termed  a  tender  to  the  ^^  Alabama,'^  rotumed  to  this  anchorage 
on  the  36th  ultimo  from  cruizing  off  the  coast  of  Bra^. 

2.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  real  character  of  this  vessel,  I  directed  the  boarding  offioer  from  my 
flag-ship  to  put  the  questions  as  per  Indosure  No.  1  to  the  offieer  in  command,  laeutenant  Low,  of 
the  ^^  Alabama,^  and  having  satisfied  myself  from  his  answers  that  the  vessel  was  still  an  uneour 
demned  prise  captured  by  the  ^^  Alabama^  under  the  name  of  the   '^  Conrad,''  of  Philadelphia,  I 
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communicated  the  circumstances  to  the  Governor  of  this  Colony,  who,  concurring  in  opinion  with  mc 
that  she  ought  to  be  retained  under  Her  Majesty's  control  and  jurisdiction  until  reclaimed  by  her 
proper  owners,  for  violation  of  Her  Majesty^s  orders  for  the  maintenance  of  her  neutrality,  I  caused 
the  to-called  "Tuscaloosa''  to  be  taken  possession  of,  informing  Lieutenant  Low  at  the  same  time  of 
the  reason  for  doing  so. 

3.  Lieutenant  Low  has  entered  a  written  protest  against  the  seizure  of  the  vessel,  the  copy  of 
which,  together  with  the  reply  of  the  Governor,  I  inclose  for  their  Lordships'  information,  as  well  as, 
a  copy  of  all  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  on  this  subject. 

4.  Lieutenant  Low  having  informed  me  that  he  expects  the  "  Alabama''  shortly  to  arrive  at  this 
place,  I  have  allowed  him  and  his  crew  to  remain  on  board  the  "  Conrad"  for  the  present ;  but  should 
the  "Alabama"  not  make  her  appearance  1  have  acquainted  him  that  I  will  grant  him  and  his  officers 
(probably  only  one  besides  himselQ  a  passage  to  England  in  one  of  the  packets.  The  crew  he  wishes 
to  discharge  if  there  is  no  opportunity  of  their  rejoining  the  "  Alabama." 

6.  The  vessel  in  question  is  at  present  moored  in  this  bay,  in  charge  of  an  officer  and  a  few  men 
belonging  to  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Narcissus,''  where  she  wiQ  remain  until  she  can  be  properly  trans- 
ferred to  her  lawful  owners,  as  requested  by  the  Governor. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER. 


Indosoie  2  in  No.  9. 

QueiAons  to  be  put  to  the  Officer  in  Command  or  Charge  of  the  barque  *^  Tasealooiay*  eenryinff  the  FlUg 

qfthe  so^alled  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Ship's  name  and  nation  ? — "Tuscaloosa."    Confederate. 

Name  and  rank  of  officer  in  command  ? — Lieutenant  Low,  late  '^  Alabama." 

Tonnage  of  the  ship  ? — 500. 

Number  of  officers  and  men  on  board  ?— 4  officers  and  20  men. 

Number  and  description  of  gunft  on  board  ? — 3  small  brass  guns,  2  rifled  12-pounders,  and  I 
smooth-bore     -pounder. 

Where  is  she  from  ?— St.  Katherine's,  Brazils. 

Where  is  she  bound  ? — Cruizing. 

For  what  purpose  has  the  ship  put  into  this  port?— For  repairs  and  supplies. 

Is  it  the  same  ship  that  was  captured  by  the  '^  Alabama,"  and  afterwards  came  to  this  port  on  the 
9th  <rf  At^ust  last  ?—Yc8, 

What  was  her  original  name  on  being  captured  by  the  "  Alabama  ?" — "  Conrad,"  of  Philadelphia. 

When  was  she  captured  by  ^^  Alabama  ?" — 21st  June,  1863. 

To  what  nation  and  to  whom  did  she  belong  before  her  capture  ? — Federal  States  of  America. 

Ebtt  she  been  taken  before  any  legally  constituted  Admiralty  Court  of  the  Confederate  States  ? — 
Ho. 

Has  she  been  duly  condemned  as  a  lawful  prize  by  such  Court  to  the  captors  ? — No. 

What  is  she  now  designated?— Tender  to  the  ^^  Alabama." 

What  papers  are  there  on  board  to  constitute  her  as  the  Confederate  barque  ^*  Tuscaloosa  ?" — 
The  commission  of  the  Lieutenant  commanding  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa"  from  Captain  Semmes.  The  officem 
also  have  commissions  to  their  ship  firom  him. 

Are  the  papers  which  belonged  to  her  before  she  was  seized  by  the  "Alabama"  on  board? — ^No. 

Is  there  any  cargo  on  board,  and  what  does  it  consist  of? — No  cargo — only  stores  for  ballast. 

(Signed)  JOHN  LOW,  Lieutenant-Commandery 

Confederate  States^  barque  -^  Tuscaloosa.'^ 

(Signed)  FRANCIS  L.  WOOD, 

Lieutenant  and  Boarding  Officer y  Her  Majesties  ship  ^^  Narcissus. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  9.' 
Bear-Admiral  Sir  B.  fFaOcer  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 


Sir,  "  Narcissus/'  Simon's  Bay,  December  26, 18«8.|  | 

IN  consequenoe  of  the  arrival  of  the  "  Tuscaloosa "  (the  vessel  captured  by  the  Confederate 
States^  ship  of  war  ^  Alabama"  on  the  21st  June  last),  having  again  returned  to  this  anchorage  this 
evening,  I  called  upon  the  officer  in  command  to  answer  the  inclosed  questions,  which,  together  wiA 
the  replies,!  forward  for  your  Excellences  information.  !K?t^SSPI 

As  it  appears  that  this  vessel,  the  "Tuscaloosa,"  late  Federal  ship  ^*  Conrad,"  is  an  uncondemned 
prize,  brought  iato  British  waters  in  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  Orders  made  for  the  purpose  of  mwi- 
taining  her  neutrality^  I  therefore  consider  that  she  ought  to  oe  detained  with  the  view  of  her  being 
reclaimed  by  her  oririnal  owners,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
forwarded  for  my  guidance,  the  copy  of  which  I  have  already  transmitted  to  you. 

I  have,  &c  

(allied)  B.  W.  WALKER. 
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Inclosure  4  in  No.  9. 

Sir  P.  IVodehouse  to  Bear-Admiral  Sir  B.  fValter. 

Sir,  Claremonty  December  27, 186S. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  yesterday^s  dat^ 
and  to  state  that,  after  careful  consideration  of  the  instructions  received  by  the  last  mail  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  of  the  view  taken  by  them  of  our  former  proceedings  with  respect  to  the 
''Tuscaloosa,"  I  concur  in  your  opinion  that  it  will  be  proper  to  retain  that  vessel  under  Her  Majesty's 
P9ntrol  and  jurisdiction  until  properly  reclaimed  by  her  original  owners. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  E.  WODEHOUSE. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  9. 

Bear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  Lieutenant  LaWy  C.S.N. 

Sir,  ^^  Narcissus,''  Simon's  Bay,  December  27,  186S. 

AS  it  appears  that  the  ''Tuscaloosa,"  under  your  charge  and  command,  is  a  vessel  belonging  to 
the  Federal  States  of  -America,  having  been  captured  by  the  Confederate  States*  ship  of  war 
"  Alabama,"  and  not  having  been  adjudicated  before  any  competent  Prize  Court,  is  'still  an  uncon- 
demned  prize,  which  you  have  brought  into  this  port  in  violation  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Orders 
for  the  maintenance  of  her  neutrality,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  in  consequence,  I  am 
compelled  to  detain  the  so-called  "Tuscaloosa  "  (late  "  Conrad''),  with  the  view  of  her  being  restored 
to  her  original  owners,  and  I  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  transfer  the  charge  of  the  vessel  * 
to  the  officer  bearing  this  letter  to  you. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER. 


Inclosure  6  in  No.  9. 
Rear- Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 

Sir,  '^Narcissus,"  Simon's  Bay,  December  28,  1868. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that,  acting  upon  your  concurrence  in  my 
opinion  with  reference  to  the  instructions  received  from  home  by  the  last  mail,  I  have  detained  the 
barque  "Tuscaloosa*'  (late  "  Conrad  "  of  Philadelphia),  because  she  is  an  uncondemned  prize,  taken 
by  the  Confederate  States'  ship  of  war  "Alabama,'*  and  brought  into  British  waters  in  violation  of 
Her  Majesty's  Orders  for  maintaining  her  neutrality,  and  with  the  view  to  her  being  restored  to  her 
original  owners. 

1  shall  be  ready  to  hand  her  over  to  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Cape  Town,  or  to  any 
person  you  may  appoint  to  take  charge  of  her. 

I  should  add  that  Lieutenant  Low  has  given  up  the  "Tuscaloosa"  (late  "Conrad  )  under 
protest,  which  he  is  about  to  make  in  writing,  a  copy  of  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  your  Excellency 

as  soon  as  received. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER. 


Inclosure  7  in  No.  9. 

Lieutenant  Lowy  C.S.N.,  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker. 

Sir,  "  Tuscaloosa^''  Simon's  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  December  28,  186S. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  for  your  information  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  forwarded 
this  day  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Colony  on  the  subject  of  the  seizure  in  this  port  of 
the  Confederate  ship  "Tuscaloosa." 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  LOW. 


Inclosure  8  in  No.  9. 

Lieutenant  Low,  C.S.N.,  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 

Sir,  "  Tuscaloosa,"  Simon's  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  December  28,  1863. 

AS  the  officer  in  command  of  the  Confederate  States'  ship  "Tuscaloosa,"  tender  to  the  Confede- 
rate States'  steamer  "  Alabama,"  I  have  to  record   my  protest   against   the   recent  extraordinary 
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'  measures  which  have  been  adopted  towards  me  and  the  vessel  under  my  command  by  the  British  ' 
aathorities  of  this  Colony. 

In  August  last  the  "  Tuscaloosa**  arrived  in  Simon's  Bay.  She  was  not  only  recognized  in  the 
character  which  she  lawfully  claimed  and  still  claims  to  be,  viz.,  a  commissioned  ship  of  war  belonging 
to  a  belligerent  Power,  but  was  allowed  to  remain  in  the  harbour  for  the  period  of  seven  days,  taking 
in  supplies  and  effecting  repairs  with  the  full  knowledge  and  sanction  of  the  authorities. 

.  No  intimatiou  was  given  that  she  was  regarded  merely  in  the  light  of  an  ordinary  prize,  or  that 
she  was  considered  to  be  violating  the  laws  of  neutrality.  Nor,  when  she  notoriously  left  for  a  cruize 
on  active  service,  was  any  intimation  whatever  conveyed  that  on  her  return  to  the  port  of  a  friendly 
Power,  where  she  had  l)een  received  as  a  man-of-war,  she  would  be  regarded  as  a  **  prize,"  as  a  violator 
of  the  Queen's  Proclamation  of  neutrality,  and  consequently  liable  to  seizure.  Misled  by  the  conduct 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  I  returned  to  Siipon's  Bay  on  the  26th  instant,  in  very  urgent  want  of 
repairs  and  supplies ;  to  my  surprise  I  find  the  "  Tuscaloosa"  is  now  no  longer  considered  as  a  man- 
of-war,  and  she  has  by  your  orders,  as  1  learn,  been  seized  for  the  purpose  of  being  handed  over  to 
tlie  person  who  claims  her  on  behalf  of  her  late  owners. 

The  character  of  the  vessel,  viz.,  that  of  a  lawful  commissioned  man-of-war  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  has  not  been  altered  since  her  first  arrival  in  Simon's  Bay,  and  she,  having  been 
once  fully  recognized  by  the  British  authorities  in  command  in  this  Colony,  and  no  notice  or  warning 
of  change  of  opinion  or  of  friendly  feeling  having  been  communicated  by  public  notification  or  other-    , 
wise,  I  was  entitled  to  expect  to  be  again  permitted  to  enter  Simon's  Bay  without  molestation. 

In  perfect  good  faith  I  returned  to  Simon's  Bay  for  mere  necessaries,  and  in  all  honour  and  good 
faith  in  return,  I  should,  on  change  of  opinion  or  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  British  authorities,  have 
been  desired  to  leave  the  port  again. 

But  by  the  course  of  proceedings  taken,  I  have  been  (supposing  tlie  view  now  taken  by  your 
Excellency's  Government  to  be  correct)  first  misled  and  next  entrapped. 

^  My  position  and  character  of  my  ship  will  most  certainly  be  vindicated  by  my  Government.  I 
am  ix)werless  to  resist  the  affront  offered  to  the  Confederate  States  of  America  by  your  Excellency's 
conduct  and  proceedings. 

I  demand,  however,  the  release  of  my  ship ;  and  if  this  demand  be  not  promptly  complied  with, 
I  hereby  formally  protest  against  her  seizure,  especially  under  the  very  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  LOW. 


Inclosure  9  in  No.  9. 
Sir  P.  WodeJiouse  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker, 


Sir,  Government  House,  December  30,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  yesterday's  date 
and  its  inclosures,  and  beg  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  reply  given  to  the  protest  of  the  Commander  of 
the  "Tuscaloosa." 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)       '    P.  E.  WODEHOUSK 


Inclosure  10  in  No.  9. 
Mr.  Rawson  to  Lieutenant  Low^  C.S,N. 


Sir,  Colonial  Office,  December  29,  1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date 
protesting  against  the  seizure  of  the  "  Tuscaloosa,"  whose  character  you  represent  to  be  the  same  as 
when,  in  August  last,  she  was  admitted  into  the  port  of  Simon's  Bay,  and  I  am  toT  acquaint  you,  in 
reply,  that  a  full  Report  was  submitted  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  of  all  that  took  place  on  the 
first  visit  of  the  •*  Tuscaloosa,"  and  that  the  seizure  has  now  been  made  in  conformity  with  the 
opinion  expressed  by  them  on  that  Report. 

Your  protest  will  of  course  be  transmitted  for  their  consideration. 

I  have  &Ca 
(Signed)       '    RAWSON  W.  RAWSON. 


Inclosure  11  in  No.  9. 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 


8ir,  "  Narcissus,^'  Simon^s  Bay,  December  29,  1863. 

LIEUTENANT  LOW,  the  officer  belonging  to  the  Confederate  States'  ship-of-war  "Alabama," 
late  in   charge  of  the  barque  called  the  "Tuscaloosa"  (properly  the   ** Conrad"  of  Philadelphia), 
having  sent  me  a  copy  of  the  protest  which  he  has  forwarded  to  your  Excellency  against  the  detention 
[147]  E 
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of  that  vessel,  I  think  it  right  to  inclose  for  your  ihformation  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  Lieatenant 
Low  explaining  the  circumstances  under  which  the  so-called  '^Tuscaloosa''  is  detained* 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER. 

N.B. — I  beg  to  inclose  a  list  of  e  officers  and  men  on  board  the  "  Conrad/  late  ''  Tawaloosa," 
aa  well  as  an  inventory  of  stores,  &c.>  on  board,  distinguishing  those  which  are  said  to  belong  to  tiie 
''Alabama.'' 


Inclosure  12  in  No.  9 
Lmt  of  Confederate  Officers  and  Crew  on  board  the  Barque  "  Conrad/'  late  "  Toscaloosa." 


Name. 

Rank  or  Rating. 

WhenceJ 

J.  Low 

W.  H.  Sinclair  . 

Master 

J.  T.  Merior    . . 

Master*s  Mate 

A.  Marmilstein 

Ditto 

Martin  Molk  •  • 

Boatswain's  Mate 

<<  Alabama,"  June  2%  1M3 

R.Owens                        •• 

Ditto 

99                       *9 

H.  Legris 

Quartermaster   .. 

99                       99 

* 

B.  Joaei 

Ditto 

*                                   99                        99          ' 

T.Williams     .. 

Ship's  cook 
A.B. 

*                                  99                         99 

B.Wiiliamt     .. 

*                       t»                yt 

t 

W.  Jones 

Ditto 

*                                99                      '99 

W.  Gibbs 

Ditto 

.    At  sea,  August  17,    863 

E.  Morrell 

Ditto                  .. 

99                       99 

A.  Anderson    • . 

Ordinary 

99                        i» 

H.  Anderson    . . 

Ditto 

»»                        99 

S.  Roberts 

Ditto 

99                       99 

T.  Allman 

Steward 

"Talisman,"  June  21, 1863 

W.  Renton      . . 

A.B.                  .. 

"Alabama,"         „ 

S.  Brewer 

Ditto 

•                                   99                        99 

J.  Duggan 

Ditto 

99                         59 

J.  Ross 

Owiinary 

At  sea,  August  17,  1863 

C.  Carew 

Ditto 

99                       9* 

S.  Robertson   . .              •  • 

Carpenter's  mate 

99                       f9 

Ben  Backstay  .. 

Ordinary 

99                       99 

T.Ttt*r  rkf  fifr\-r»a  on^ 

1«*«ffinartt  KAlrkncrtncrhr^    fTiA 

Rawiiia    (f  n^ni*o/1  '^ 

1  Chronometer 

1  Barometer 

2  Sextants 

1  Telescope 

2  Timepieces 

1  Brazilian  ensign 
1  American  ensign 

1  Longboat 

2  Cutters 


1  Bower  anchor,  26  cwt. 
1  Kedge  ditto,  6  cwt. 

1  Ditto    ditto,  3  cwt. 

2  Chain  cables,  85  fathoms 
1  Box  of  charts 

Standing  and  running  ringing  complete, 

but  in  very  bad  condition 
No  spare  stores  of  any  de9cription  on 
board. 
(Signed)  JOHN  LOW,  Lieutenant  commandmg 

Confederate  States'  barque  "  Tuscaloosa" 
W.  R.  KENNEDY,  Lieutenant, 

Her  MajesUfs  ship  "  Nareissus." 


Liar  of  Stores  belonging  to  the  Confederate  Sloop  of  War  ^  Alabama,"  on  board  the  '^  Conrad." 


1  Chronometer 

3  Sextants 

1  Telescope 

1  Code  of  signals  and  signal-book 

I  Dutch  ensign 

1  Confederate  ensign 
22  Rifles  and  bayonets 

2  12-pounder  rifled  brass  guns 

1  12-pounder  smooth-bore  brass  gun 

2  Barrels  gunpowder  (100  lbs.  each) 
100  Cartridges  (1  lb.  each) 


(Signed) 


6  12-pounder  rifle  shot 

6  12-pounder  round  shot 
500  Ball  cartridges 
500  Percussion  caps 
12  Revolver  pistols 
300  Ball  cartridges  for  ditto 
500  Percussion  caps  for  ditto 

5  Cutlasses 

8  Watercasks 

3  Charts 

JOHN  LOW,  Lieutenant  eomfoumding  ^ 
ConfedercUe  States  barque  "  TWcofooia.** 
W.  R.  KENNEDY,  Lieutenant, 

Her  Maje9hfs  Mp  <<  iVorcMW.*' 
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'Inclosure  13  in  No.  9. 

Sir  P.  Wodehcmse  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker. 

Sir,  Government  House j  Cape  Town,  January  4, 1864. 

I  BEG  to  acquaint  yonr  Excellency  that  it  appears  from  a  communication  received  from  the 
Consul  for  the  United  States,  that  he  is  not  in  a  position  to  receive  charge  of  the  " Tuscaloosa*'  on 
account  of  her  original  owners,  and  that  he  therefore  desires  her  to  remain  for  the  present  in  charge 
of  the  British  authorities.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  as  I  cannot  take  charge  of  the  vessel 
without  entailing  some  expense  on  Tier  Majesty's  Government,  I  am  induced  to  ask  whether  it  will 
be  in  your  Excellency's  power  to  make  arrangements  for  her  safe  custody  until  she  can  be  properly 
transferred  to  her  lawful  owners. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  E.  WODEHOUSE. 

No.  10. 

Sir  F.  Rogers  to  Mr.  Ham7nond.^^{Receined  February  25.) 

Sir,  Downing  Street^  February  25,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  previous  correspondence  on  this  subject,  I  am  directed  by 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  consideration  of  Earl  Russell^ 
the  accompanying  copies  of  two  despatches'  received  from  the  Governor  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  reporting  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  seizure  of  the 
'^Tuscaloosa"  by  tjie  Colonial  Government. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  FREDERICK  ROGERa 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  10. 
Sir  P.  Wodehouse  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


My  Lord  Duke,  Government  House^  Cape  Town,  January  11, 1864f. 

'*  *  I  VERY  much  regret  having  to  acquaint  your  Grace  tliat  the  Confederate  prize  vessel  the 
"Tuscaloosa''  has  again  entered  Simon's  Bay,  and  that  the  Naval  Commander-in-chief  and  myself 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  transmitted  to  his  Excellency  by  the 
Admiralty,  and  to  me  by  your  Grace's  despatch  of  *the  4th  November  last,  it  .was  our  duty  to 
take  possession  of  the  vessel,  and  to  hold  her  until  properly  claimed  by  her  original  owners.  The 
Admiral,  therefore,  sent  an  oflScer  with  a  party  of  men  from  the  flag-ship  tiS  take  charge  of  her,  and  to 
deliver  to  her  commander  a  letter  in  explanation  of  the  act.  Copies  of  his  protest,  addressed  to  me, 
and  of  my  reply,  are  inclosed.  He  not  unnaturally  complains  of  having  been  now  seized  after  he  had 
on  the  previous  occasion  been  recognized  as  a  ship  of  war.  But  this  is  manifestly  nothing  more  than 
the  inevitable  result  of  the  overruling  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  of  the  conclasion  arrived  at  on 
ilie  previous  occasion  by  its  subordinate  officer. 

The  Consul  for  the  United  States,  on  being  informed  of  what  had  taken  place,  intimatfld  bis 
inability  to  take  charge  of  the  ship  on  account  of  the  owners,  and  expressed  a  desire  that  it  should 
remain  in  our  charge  until  he  was  put  in  possession  of  the  requisite  authority.  Accordingly,  after 
taking  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General,  it  was  arranged  that  the  vessel  should  remain  in  the 
charge  of  Sir  Baldwin  Walker. 

I  ought  to  explain  that  the  seizure  was  made  without  previous  reference  to  the  Attorney-GeneraL 
I  did  not  consider  such  a  reference  necessary.  The  law  had  been  determined  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  on  the  previous  case.  The  Admiral  was  of  opinion  that  we  had  only  to  obey  the  orders 
we  had  received,  and  on  his  intimating  that  opinion  I  assented.  * 

Your  Grace  will  observe  that  at  the  request  of  the  officers  of  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa"  the  Admiral  has 
permitted  them  to  remain  on  board,  in  expectation  of  the  immediate  arrival  of  the  ^^  Alabama,^^  to 
which  ship  they  wish  to  return.  I  should  otherwise  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  provide  them  with 
passages  to  England  at  the  cost  of  Her  Majest/s  Government,  by  whom,  I  conclude,  they  would  be 
sent  to  their  own  country;  and  it  is  probable  that  if  the  ^^ Alabama"  should  not  soon  make  her 
appearance  such  an  arrangement  will  become  necessary. 

I  have  only  to  'add  that  I  have  thought  it  advisable,  after  what  has  now  occurred,  to  intimate  to 
the  United  States'  Consul  that  we  should  probably  be  under  the  necessity  of  adopting  simihur 
measures  in  the  event  of  an  uncondemned  prize  being  fitted  for  cruizing  and  brought  into  one  of  our 
ports  by  a  Federal  ship  of  war.  I  did  not  speak  positively,  because  I  have  been  left  in  doubt  by  your 
Grace's  instructions  whether  some  distinction  should  not  be  drawn  in  the  case  of  a  ship  of  war  of  one 
belligerent  captured  and  applied  to  the  same  use  by  the  other  belligerent,  but  the  Consul  was 
evidently  prepared  for  such  a  step.    Copies  of  all  the  correspondence  iire  inclosed. 

I  haifie,  &a 
(Signed)  P.  E.  WODEHOUSE, 
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Indosufe  3  in  No.  10. 

Mr.  Bam9^n  to  Mr.  Graham. 

Sir,  Colonial  Office,  December  28, 1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acquaint  you  that  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa'*  having  again  arrived  in 
Simon's  Bay  will,  under  instructions  lately  received  from  Her  Majestjr's  Government,  be  retained 
under  Her  Majesty's  control  and  jurisdiction  until  properly  reclaimed  by  her  original  holders. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  RAWSON  W.  RAWSON,  Cohnid  Secretary. 


Indoture  3  in  No.  10. 
Mr.  Oraham  to  Sir  P.  Wodehou$e. 


United  Staff  s^  Comulate,  Cape  Toum^  Cnpe  of  Good  Hope, 
Sir,  December  29.  1863. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  in  reference  to  the 
"Tuscaloosa." 

By  virtue  of  my  oflSce  ^s  Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  British  possessions 
of  South  Africa,  of  which  nation  the  original  owners  of  the  "  Conrad,"  alias  **  'ruscaloosa/'  arc 
citizens,  I  possess  the  right  to  act  for  them  when  both  they  and  their  special  agents  arc  absent.  I 
can  institute  a  proceeding  in  rem  where  the  rights  of  pr<>perty  of  fellow-citizens  arc  concerned 
without  a  special  procuration  from  those  for  whose  benefit  I  act,  but  cannot  receive  actual  restita- 
tion  of  the  res  in  controversy  without  a  special  authority  (See  United  States'  Statutes  at  large, 
vol.  i,  p.  254,  notes  2  and  3.) 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  content  that  the  vessel  in  question  sl\puld  for  the  present,  or 
until  the  properly  authenticated  papers  and  power  of  attorney  shall  be  received  from  the  owners  in 
America,  remain' in  possession  and  chaise  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers.  But  should  it  hereafter 
be  determined  to  give  the  vessel  up  to  any  party  other  than  the  real  owners,  I  desire  to  have  suflScient 
notice  of  the  fact,  so  that  I  may  take  the  proper  steps  to  protec.  the  interests  of  my  absent  fellow- 
citizens. 

With  regard  to  the  property  of  American  citizens  seized  here  at  the  Custom-house,  and  which 
was  formerly  part  of  the  "  Sea  Bride's"  cargo,  1  would  suggest  that  it  also  be  held  by  the  Colonial 
Government,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  original  owners.  An  announcement  to  that  effect  from  you 
would  be  received  with  great  satisfaction  by  me. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WALTER  GRAHAM,  United  States'  Consul. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  10. 
Sir  P.  Wodehouse  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


My  Lord  Duke,  Government  Houscy  Cape  Toum^  January  19, 1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  11th  instant  1  beg  to  transmit,  for  your  Grace's 
consideration  and  instructions,  copies  of  further  correspondence  with  the  Naval  Conunander-in-chief. 
the  Consul  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Commander  of  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa." 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  E.  WODEHOUSB. 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  10. 

lieutenant  Kennedy  and  Mr.  Pounds  to  Sir  B.  Walker. 

Sir,  "  Narcissus^^^  Simon^s  Bay^  January  18, 1864. 

IN  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  12th  instant  we  have  been  on  ]>oard  the  barque  "  Conrad,"  of 
Philadelphia,  to  confer  with  Captain  J.  Hoets,  the  United  States'  Consular  Agent,  upon  the  condition 
of  the  said  ship  about  to  be  restored  to  her  original  owners,  and  as  we  have  agreed  to  and  signed  U)e 
Report  drawn  up  by  Captain  Hoets  for  the  information  of  the  United  States'  Consul,  we  have  the 
honour  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  same,  with  a  notation  signed  by  Captain  Hoets,  which  furnishes  the 
necessary  record  of  the  transaction. 

irV  e  have  &c 
(Signed)        '   W.  R.  KENNEDY,  LieutenttM. 
THOMAS  POUNDS. 
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Inckmnre  6  in  No.  10^ 

Sir  P.  Wodehouse  to  Rear^Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker. 


t 


Sir,  Govo^ment  House ^  Cape  Town,  January  19, 1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  13th  instant^ 
and  in  transmitting  copies  of  correspondence  which  has  passed  with  the  Consul  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Commander  of  the  "Tuscaloosa/*  I  have  to  beg  that  yon  will  be  good  enough  to  give 
directions  for  the  property  alleged  to  belong  to  the  '^Alabama"  being  stored  in  the  dockyard  as 
proposed. 

I  have  qlc 
(Signed)       '     P.  E.  WODEHOUSE. 


Inclosure  7  in  No.  10. 
Lieutenant  Low,  C.S.N.,  to  Sir  P,  Wodehouse. 


Sir,  Cape  Town,  January  14,  1864. 

I  BEG  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  in  which  I  am  informed  that  it  is 
your  Excellency's  intention  to  request  the  Naval  Commander-in-chief  to  allow  the  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion belonging  to  the  Confederate  States  to  be  stored  in  the  dockyard  at  Simon's  Town. 

Whilst  thanking  your  Excellency  for  this  intention,  I  beg  to  state  that  as  these  were  placed  in 
my  charge  by  Captain  Semmes  of  the  Confederate  steam-ship  ^*  Alabama/'  I  should  prefer  handing 
them  to  his  agents  in  this  Colony  to  be  stored  by  them  under  the  usual  Customs  regulations  untU 
instructions  can  be  received  as  to  their  disposal,  and  would  respectfully  solicit  your  Excellency'^ 
permission  to  have  them  landed,  as  I  purpose  leaving  for  England  by  the  next  mail-steamer. 

I  have  further  to  thank  your  Excellency  on  behalf  of  the  officers  of  the  "  Tuscaloosa"  for  your 
oflFer  of  assistance  on  leaving  the  Colony,  and  to  state  they  have  already  made  their  arrangements. 

I  have^  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  LOW. 


Inclosure  8  in  No.  10. 
Mr.  Rawson  to  Lieutenant  Low. 


Sir,  Colonial  Office,  January  18, 1864. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,.^ 
and  to  state  that  on  full  consideration  of  the  case  he  thinks  it  advisable  to  adhere  to  the  proposal 
already  made,  that  the*  guns  and  other  property  alleged  to  belong  to  the  '^  Alabama  "  should  be  placed 
in  the  dockyard  at  Simon's  Town.     They  will  then  be  subject  to  such  orders  as  Her  Majesty's 
Government  may  be  pleased  to  make  in  the  matter. 

I  am  also  to  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  copies  of  a  letter  which  has  been  received 
from  the  Consul  of  .the  United  States,  and  of  the  reply  given  to  it  by  his  Excellency's 
directions. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  RAWSON  W.  RAWSON. 


Inclosure  9  in  No.  }0. 
Mr.  Graham  to  Sir  P.  JVodehouse. 


Sir,  United  States^  Consulate,  Cape  Toum,  January  16,  1864. 

THE  report  of  J.  M.  Hoets,  Esquire,  on  the  ^'  Tuscaloosa,"  countersigned  bv  Lieutenant  Kennedy 
of  the  '^  Narcissus, "  has  been  received,  and  a  copy  furnished  to  Admiral  Walker.  Appended  ta 
that  Report  is  a  list  of  articles  claimed  by  Lieutenant  Low  of  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa "  as  belonging  to 
the  Confederate  steamer  ^^  Alabama."  Now  among  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  list  are  three 
l2-pounder  cannon  taken  from  the  American  ship  '^Talisman,"  and  one  smaller  brass  cannon  taken 
from  the  "  Sea  Bride,"  as  I  can  prove  by  the  testimony  of  a  competent  witness.  These  cannon  I 
request  shall  be  held  for  their  owners  in  the.  same  manner  as  the  vessel]^  Not  being  able  to  identify  the 
other  articles  in  this  list  with  perfect  certainty  I  shall  not  claim  them. 

I  have,  &o« 
(Signed)  WALTER  GRAHAM,  United  States' ComtuL 
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Indosture  10  in  No.  10. 

Mr,  Rawsan  to  Mr.  Grakam. 

Sir,  Colonial  Office^  January  18,   1864 

i  AM  directed  by  tiie  Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  L6th  instant^ 
aad  to  state  that  the  guns  to  which  you  refer  will  be  held  subject  to  such  instroctioas  as  Her 
Majcsty^s  Government  may  think  fit  to  issue  respecting  them. 

I  have^  &C. 
(Signed)  RAWSON  W.  RAWSON,  Cohnidl  Secretarf. 

No.  11. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  February  26.) 

(Extract.)  Admiralty ^  February  25,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  former  correspondence  1  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Com- 
mk(sioiiers  of  the  Admiralty  t  o  send  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell, 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Baldwin  Walker,  dated  the  18th  January, 
with  copies  of  its  inclosures,  relating  to  the  vessel  called  the  *' Tuscaloosa," 
and  reporting  that  he  has  ordered  a  passage  to  England  in  the  mail-packet  for 
Lieutenant  Low,  lately  in  charge  of  the  "  Tuscaloosa/'  and  of  Mr.  Sinclair,  his  first 


Inclosare  1  in  No.  11. 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Sir,  "  Narcissus/^  Simon's  Bay,  January  18,  1864 

WITH  reference  to  n^y  letter  of  the  5th    instant,    I  have   the  honour  to  submit,  for  their 

Lordships'  information,  a  further  correspondence  between  the  Governor  of  this  Colony  and  myself 

relative  to  the  American  vessel  *^  Conrad,"  of  Philadelphia,  lately  called  the  "Tuscaloosa/' 

2.  Lieutenant  Low,  belonging  to  the  Confederate  States'  ship  of  war  ^^  Alabama/'  lately  in  charge 

of  the  "Tuscaloosa/^  having  paid  off  and   discharged  his  crew,  finally 'quitted  the  vessel  on  the 

dfik  instant;  and  I  have  orderea  him  a  passage  to  England  by  the  mail-packet  "  Saxon/'  together  with 

his  first  officer,  Mr.  Sinclair* 

S.  The  "Conrad"  now  remains  in  charge  of  a  warrant  officer  and  two  ship-keepers,  awaiting^to 

be  properly  claimed  or  disposed  of  as  the  Government  may  direct. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER,  Rear-AdmiraL 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  11. 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 


Sir,,  •  " Narcissus"  Simon^s  Bay^  January  6,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  your  Excellency's  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  I  have  the  honour  to 
inform  you  that  I  will  make  arrangements  for  the  safe  custodjr  of  the  "  Conrad/'  of  Philadelphia 
(late  "  Tuscaloosa"),  by  mooring  her  in  this  bay,  and  putting  ship-keepers  in  charge  of  her,  until  she 
can  be  properly  transferred  to  her  lawful  owners. 

*  Lieutenant  Low  has  requested  to  be  allowed  to  remain  on  board  the  vessel,  together  with  his 
crew,  for  the  present,  as  he  expected  the  "  Alabama*'  to  arrive  here  shortly,  to  which  arnmgement 
I  have  made  no  objection. 

Tfliere  are  some  guns  and  other  articles  on  board  the  *'  Conrad*'  said  to  belong  to  the  "  Alahamay" 
a  Est  of  which  I  have  already  forwarded  to  your  Excellency.  It  is  a  matter  for  consideration  hcrw 
these  things  should  be  disposed  of. 

I  think,  as  a  precautionary  measure,  it  may  be  desirable  that  some  person  on  the  part  of  tte 
tTnited  States'  Consul  should  visit  the  "  Conrad,"  to  observe  the  state  she  is  in,  on  being  taken  into 
British  custody,  to  prevent  any  question  thereon  hererffc^-* 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER. 
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Indosure  3  in  No.  11. 

Sir  P.  Wodehouse  io  Bear^Admiral  Sir  B.\Walker. 

Sir.  Government  Houscj  January  %  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  tile 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  relative  to  an  inspection  of  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa.^ 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)        '  R  E.  WODEHOU8B. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  11. 
Mr.  Graham  to  Sir  P.  Wodehotise. 


Sir^  United  States^  Consulate^  Cape  Totvn,  January  S,  1864. 

YOUR  letter  of  this   date  is  received,  and  its  request  complied  fwith.      I  have  appointed 
Mr.  J.  M.  Hoets,  of  Simon's  Town,  to  inspect  the  "  Tuscaloosa,^'  and  to  report  to  me  her  present  con- 
dition and  equipments.     He  is  also  instructed  to  submit  this  report  to  the  Admiral  of  the  station,  or 
some  one  authorized  to  act  for  him,  for  an  endorsed  approval  or  dissent 
When-that  report  is  received  I  will  take  pleasure  in  sending  you  a  copy. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)        '    WALTER  GRAHAM,  United  States'  Consul. 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  11. 

]l^.  Hoets  to  Mr.  Graham. 

Sir,  Simon's  Toum^  January  13/1864. 

PURSUANT  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  appointing  me  to  make  a  survey  of  the  barqtK 
^  Tuscaloosa,''  now  in  Simon's  Bay,  and  take  an  inventory  of  the  moveables  on  board,  I  now  b^  to 
report  as  follows : — 

On  going  on  board  at  10  a.m.  found  the  vessel  lying  moored  and  dismantled,  with  only  stone 
ballast  in  her,  the  hull,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  (without  probing),  sound,  making  very  little  water ; 
decks  defective,  considerably  worn,  particularly  the  poop  deck ;  the  seams  open,  and  some  of  the 
planks  in  a  decayed  state ;  outside  found  seams  slack,  the  metal  on  her  bottom  much  worn  and  ragged, 
about  100  sheets  entirely  off  in  different  places. 

The  general  condition  of  sails  and  running  rigging  Very  much  worn ;  spars,  standing  rigging, 
boats,  anchors,  and  cables,  serviceable  ;  the  ship  only  having  one  heavy  anchor,  another  was  supplied 
by  Her  Majesty's  Dockyard  to  moor  ship.' 

Having  examined  the  moveables,  I.  am  satisfied  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  lists  taken  by 
Lieutenant  Kennedy  on  the  2nd  January  last,  of  which  the  attached  are  copies. 

I  have,  &fc. 
(Signed)  J.  M.  HOETS,  United  States'  Consular  Ageni. 

We  concur  in  the  above. 

(Signed)  W.  R.  Kennedy,  Lieuteitanty  H.M.S.  "  Narcissus.'^ 

Thomas  Pounds,  Master,  H.M.S.  "  Narcissus." 


Inclosure  6  in  No.  11. 
Rear'Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 


Sir,  *^ Narcissus" ^imoris  Bay,  January  18, 1864w 

REFERRING  to  your  communication  of  the  9th  instant  relative  to  the  inspection  of  the 
'*  Conrad,'*  lately  called  the  "  Tuscaloosa,^^  I  beg  to  inclose  for  your  Excellency's  information  the 
report  of  the  condition  of  this  vessel  and  her  equipments  made  by  Mr.  J.  Hoets  (on  the  part  of  the 
United  States^  Consul)  and  Lieutenant  Kennedy  and  Mr*  Pounds,  Master  of  Her  Majesty's  ship 
**  Narcissus.'* 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  B.  W.  WALKER. 
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Inclosure  7  in  No.  11. 

List  of  Saib  belonging  to  the  barque  ^^  Conrad,"  late  ^^  Tuscaloosa,'^  unbent. and  stowed  in  after>hold. 

Foresail.  Main  top>gallant  staysail. 

(ore  topsail.  Mizen  topmast  staysail. 

Fore -top-gallant  sail.  Main  trysail. 

Fore  royal.  Spanker. 

Mainsail.  Gaff  topsail. 

Main  topsail.  2  lower  studdinpf-sails. 

Main  top-gallant  sail.  '  1  topmast  studding-sail. 

Main  royal.  2  fore  top-gallant  studding-sails. 


Flying  jib 

v^'   .  .    .         1  Spare 

rorc  topmast  staysail.  ' 

Main  topmast  staysail. 


3  topsails,  fore  or  main,  quite  worn  out. 

3   top-gallant  studding-sails,  fore  or  main, 

quite  worn  out. 
Main  trvsail. 


List  of  Running  Gear  belonging  to  barque  ^'Conrad,'*  late  *^ Tuscaloosa,'^  jagged  up  in  S-fathom 

lengths,  and  stowed  in  after-hold. 

I^t  1.  Main  buntlines.  Lot    6.  Main  lifts. 

Main  topsail  buntlines.  Main  topsail  clewlines. 

Main  top-gallant  sheets.  Main  topsail  buntlines. 

Main  trysail  out-haul.  Lot    7.  Fore  topsail  clewline?. 
Spanker  out-haul.  Fore  topsail  buntliners. 

Lot  2.  Fore  top-gallant  and  royal  braces.  Fore  topsail  reef  tackles. 

Main  topsail  reef  tackles.  Lot    8.  Main  topsail  halliards. 
Main  trysail  brails.  Fore  topsail  halliards. 

Lot  3.  Jib  halliards,  sheets,  and  down-haul.  '  Fore  topmast  studding-sail  halliards. 

Flying  jib  halliards,  sheets,  and  down-hauls.  Jjot    9.  Main  topmast  staysail  halliards. 
Fore  topmast  staysail,  halliards,  sheets,  and  Main  topmast  staysail  sheets. 

downhaul.  Gaff  topsail  halliards. 

Fore  top-gallant  sheets.  Gaff  topsail  sheets. 

Lot  4.  Main  braces.  Lot  10.  Fore  and  main  tacks. 
Main  topsail  braces.  Fore  and  main  sheets. 

Lot  5.  Fore  braces.  Lot  1 1 .  Main  top  pear,  &c. 

Fore  topsail  braces.  Chain  topsail  ties  and  pendants.     Eighty  blocks  of 

various  sizes,  and  in  good  condition. 
N.B. — ^Thc  whole  of  this  rigging  is  conderanable. 

(Signed)  W.  R.  KENNEDY,  Lieutenant. 

Simon^s  Bay,  January  2, 1864. 


Inclosure  8  in  No.  11. 

List  of  Stores  and  Fittings  belonging  to  the  barque  "  Conrad." 

1  chronometer.  I  long  lloat. 

1  barometer.  '2  cutters. 

2  sextants.  '1  bower  anchor,  26  cwt. 

1  telescope.  I  kedge  anchor,  6  cwt. 

2  time-pieces.  1  kedge  anchor,  3  cwt. 

1  Brazilian  ensign.  2  chain  cables,  85  fathoms. 

1  American  ensign.  1  box  of  charts. 

Standing  and  running  rigging  complete^  but  in  very  bad  condition. 
No  spare  stores  of  any  description  on  board. 

(Signed)  J.  LOW,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Confederate  States^ 

barque  "  Tuscaloosa.^^ 
W.  R.  KENNEDY,  Lieutenant,  H.M.S.  "  Narcissmr 


List  of  Stores  belonging  to  thelConfederate  sloop  pf  war  *^  Alabama^'  on  board  the  "  Conrad." 

1  chronometer.  6  12-pounder  rifle  shot. 

3  sextants  6  12-pounder  round  shot. 

1  telescope.  500  ball  cartridges. 

1  code  of  signals  and  signal-book.  500  percussion  caps. 

1  Dutch  ensign.  12  revolver  pistols. 

1  Confederate  ensign.  300  ball  cartridges  for  pistols. 
22  rifles  and  bayonets.  500  percussion  caps  for  pistols. 

2  12-pounder  rifled  brass  guns.  5  cutlasses. 

1  12-pounder  smooth-bore  brass  gun.  S  water  casks. 

2  barrels  gunpowder  100  lbs.  each.  3  charts.  •     • 
100  cartridges  (I  lb.). 

(Signed)  J.  LOW,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Confederate  Stated 

barque  "  Tuscaloosa.^* 
W.  R.  KENNEDY,  Lieutenant,  H.M.S.  ''Narcissus.'* 
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No.  12. 

Mr.  Elliot  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  March  7.) 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  March  7,  1863. 

WITH  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  relative  to  the  seizure  of  the 
•'Tuscaloosa''  by  the  authorities  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  I  am  directed  by  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy 
of  a  despatch  which  his  Grace  has  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  that  Colony  on  tne 
subject. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  FREDK.  ELLIOT. 


Indosure  in  No.  12. 
The  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 


Sir,  Dotvning  Street,  March  4, 1864. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatches  of  the  11th  and  19th  January,  reporting  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  seizure  of  the  Confederate  prize-vessel  "  Tuscaloosa  "  under  the  joint  authority  of 
the  naval  Commander-in-chief  and  yourself.  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  restore  the  "  Tuscaloosa  ^^  to  the 
lieutenant  of  the  Confederate  States  who  lately  commanded  her,  or  if  he  should  have  left  the  Cape 
then  to  retain  her  until  she  can  be  handed  over  to  some  person  who  may  have  authority  from  Captaan 
Semmes,  of  the  "  Alabama,^'  or  from  the  Government  of  the  Confederates  States,  to  receive  her. 

You  will  receive  a  further  communication  from  me  on  this  subject  by  the  next  mail. 

I  have   oLC 
(Signed)       '    NEWCASTLE. 


No.  13. 

Sir  F.  Rogers  to  Mr.  Hammond.^^iReceived  March  II.) 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  March  11,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  to  transmit  to  you,  for  Lord  Russell's  information,  the  copy  of  a  further 
despatch  which  his  Grace  has  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
relative  to  the  case  of  the  "  Tuscaloosa.'* 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  FREDERIC  ROGERS. 


Inclosure  in  No.  13. 
The  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 


Sir,  Downing  Street,  March  10, 1864. 

IN  my  despatch  of  the  4th  instant  I  instructed  you  to  restore  the  "  Tuscaloosa  ^'  to  the  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Confederate  States  who  lately  commanded  Her,  or,  if  he  should  have  left  the  Cape,  then 
to  retain  her  until  she  could  be  handed  over  to  some  person  having  authority  from  Captain  oemmes 
of  the  "  Alabama/^  or  from  the  Government  of  the  Uonfederate  States,  to  receive  her. 

I  have  now  to  explain  that  this  'decision  was  not  founded  on  any  general  principle  respecting 
the  treatment  of  prizes  captured  by  the  cruizers  of  either  belligerent,  but  on  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  The  ^^ Tuscaloosa^'  was  allowed  to  enter  the  port  of  Cape  Town  and  to  depart^ 
the  instructions  of  the  4th  of  November  not  having  arrived  at  the  Cape  before  her  departure*  The 
Captain  of  the  ^^  Alabama '^  was  thus  entitled  to  assume  that  he  might  equally  bring  her  a  second 
time  into  the  same  harbour,  and  it  becomes  unnecessary  to  discuss  whether,  on  her  return 
to  the  Cape,  the  ^^  Tuscaloosa '^  still  retained  the  character  of  a  prize,  or  whether  she  had  lost  that 
character,  and  had  assumed  that  of  an  armed  tender  to  the  ^^  Alabama,'^  and  whether  that  new 
character,  if  properly  established  and  admitted,  would  have  entitled  her  to  the  same  privilege  of 
admission  which  might  be  accorded  to  her  captor,  the  ^^  Alabama." 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have,  therefore,  come  to  the  opinion,  founded  on  the  special  circum- 
stances of  this  particular  case,  that  the  ^^ Tuscaloosa''  ought  to  be  released,  with  a  warning,  howevei, 
to  the  Captain  of  the  ^Alabama,"  that  the  ships  of  war  of  the  belligerents  are  not  to  be  allowed  ti) 
bring  prizes  into  British  ports,  and  that  it  rests  with  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  decide  to  what 
vessels  that  character  belongs. 
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In  conclusion,  I  desire^  to]  assure  you  that  neither  in  this  despatch  nor  in  that  of  the  4th 
Noyember  have  I  desired  in  any  degree  to  censure  you  for  the  course  you  have  pursued.  The  ques- 
tions on  which  you  have  ^been  called  upon  to  decide  are  questions  of  difficulty^  on  which  doubts 
might  properly  have  been  entertained^  and  I  am  by  no  means  surprised  that  the  conclusions  to  which. 

Sm  were  led  have  not^  in  all  instances,  been  those  which  have  been  adopted  on  fuller  consideration  by 
er  Majesty's  Goyermnent. 

I  am,  &c* 
!  (Signed)  NEWCASTLE. 
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Correspondence  respecting  the  Enlistment  of  British  Seamen 
at  Queenstown  on  board  the  United  States'  ship  of  war 
^^  Kearsarge/' 


No.  1. 

Mr.  Arbuthnot  to  Mr.  Hammond. — {Received  November  20.) 

Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  November  21,  1863. 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to 
transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioners  of  Customs  relating  to  a  report  that  the  United  States'  war-sloop 
"  Kearsarge"  had  taken  on  board  British  subjects  at  Queenstown,  and  I  am  to  state  that 
my  Lords  would  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether,  in  his  Lordship's  opinion,  any  further 
steps  should  be  taken  in  the  matter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  AEBUTHKOT. 


Liclosure  1  in  No.  1. 
Mr.  Gardner  to  Mr.  Hamilton. 


Sir,  Custom^House^  November  19,  1863. 

I  AM  directed  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  that  a  rumour  having  reached  the  Collector  of  this  Revenue  at 
Cork  that  the  United  States'  war-sloop  *' Kearsarge,"  which  put  into  that  port  on  the  2nd 
instant,  had  taken  on  board  and  proceeded  to  sea  with  several  men  being  British  subjects 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Queenstown,  he  caused  inquiry  to  be  made,  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  whether  any  infringement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act 
had  taken  place.  The  person  from  whom  the  rumour  emanated  was  a  person  named 
Samuel  Dunn,  a  pensioner,  residing  at  Ringaskiddy.  Upon  being  questioned  by  the 
Collector,  Dunn  stated  that  James  Haley,  a  native  of  Kingaskiddy,  and  who  lived  at  that 
place  about  twenty  years  ago,  at  which  time  he  was  in  the  British  service  on  board  of 
the  ^  Shamrock,"  afterwards  joined  the  American  service,  and  is  now  an  oflBcer  on  board 
the  ''  Kearsarge."  On  the  recent  arrival  of  that  vessel,  Haley  went,  on  shore  at  Ring- 
askiddy to  visit  his  relatives,  and  while  on  shore  remained  at  the  house  of  his  sister.  It 
is  alleged  that  during  his  stay  there  he  persuaded  the  following  persons  to  go  to  sea  in 
the  "Kearsarge,"  but  under  what  agreement  no  evidence  appears: — 

John  Sullivan,  Edward  Pyburne,  Thomas  Murphy,  George  Patterson,  Dennis  Leary, 
natives  of  Ringaskiddy. 

It  is  also  alleged  that  Michael  Ahem,  of  Queenstown,  joined  the  said  vessel.  The 
five  persons  first  named,  who  are  from  17  to  1 8  years  of  age,  were  taken  on  board  the  ship  by 
John  Dunn,  the  son  of  Samuel  Dunn,  whose  declaration  to  that  effect  is  inclosed.  It  does 
not  appear  how  Michael  Ahem  (a  clerk  lately  dismissed  from  the  service  of  Messrs.  Scott  of 
Queenstown)  was  taken  on  board.  The  reports  of  the  officers  at  Cork  and  the  declaration 
of  John  Dunn  having  been  referred  to  the  Solicitor  of  this  Revenue,  he  has  reported  that 
the  circumstance  of  the  men  having  been  put  on  board  and  sailed  away  in  a  vessel  of  war 
of  the  United  States  affords  a  strong  inference  that  they  have  entered  into  the  American 
war  service,  but  that  the  proofs  are  not  very  strong  to  support  such  a  case,  and  there  is 
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no  person  known  ashore  who  has  been  shown  to  be  concerned  in  enlisting  the  men  so  as 
to  render  him  amenable  to  prosecution  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment 
Act,  unless  it  be  John  Dunn  himself,  whose  statement  is  very  vague. 

He  appears,  according  to  his  own  statement,  to  have  acted  as  an  unpaid  volunteer, 
and  does  not  explain  wherefore  or  by  whose  instructions  he  put  the  men  on  board. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  G.  GARDNER. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  1. 
Declaration  of  John  Dunn. 


Queenstownj  November  12,  1863. 
I,  JOHN  DUNN,  of  Ringaskiddy,  do  declare  that  on  Wednesday  the  1th  day  of 
November,  I  took  on  board  the  American  sloop-of-war  "  Kearsarge,"  in  Queenstown 
harbour,  John  Sullivan,  Edward  Pybume,  Thomas  Murphy,  and  George  Patterson,  and 
on  Thursday  the  6th  November,  Denis  Leary,  all  of  whom  lived  at  Ringaskiddy,  none  of 
whom  have  landed  to  my  knowledge. 

I  got  no  pay  for  taking  them  on  board,  they  being  too  poor  to  pay,  and  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  payment  made  to  them  on  board. 

(Signed)  JOHN  DUNN,  his  M  mark. 

Read  over  to  the  party  in  our  presence,  who  witness  his  mark  hereto  this  12th 
November,  1863,  at  Queenstown. 

(Signed)  J.  Moore,  Surveyor. 

N.  Seymour. 
P.  Dunn. 


No.  2. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  November  26.) 

^^  ^^^.^.\  ^^*  /SowfA  Audley  Street ,  London,  November  25,  1863. 

I  THINK  it  right  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  received 
this  day  from  the  Honourable  J.  M.  Mason,  together  with  copies  of  the  declarations  to 
which  it  refers. 

Relieve  &c 
(Signed)        '   DONOUGHMORE. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  2. 
Mr.  Ma^on  to  the  Earl  of  Donoughmore. 


My  Lord,  16,  Rue  de  Marignan,  Paris,  November  23,  1863. 

I  HAVE  received  here  the  aflSdavits  of  which  I  venture  to  inclose  copies. 

They  were  taken,  as  you  will  see,  at  Cork,  in  Ireland,  by  the  Commercial  Agent  of 
the  Confederate  States  at  that  place,  and  clearly  prove  the  enlistment  of  a  number  of 
men  into  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  on  board  the  Federal  frigate  "  Kearsarge" 
whilst  recently  at  that  port. 

It  is  certainly  desirable  that  this  offence  should  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Government,  an  office  which  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  perform. 

I  have  taken  leave,  therefore,  to  send  the  papers  to  you,  and  though  without  any 
request  (which  I  could  not  take  the  liberty  to  make),  yet  if  you  think  proper  to  send 
them  to  the  Foreign  Office,  it  would  place  it  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  examine 
into  the  facts.  The  original  affidavits  remain  in  the  possession  of  Robert  Dowling,  Esq., 
at  Cork  or  Queenstown. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  M.  MASON. 
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IncloBure  2  in  No.  2. 

Declaration  of  Patrick  Kennedy. 
Borough  of  Cork,  to  wit : 
By  one  of  Ser  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Borough  of  Cork. 

1,  PATRICK  KENNEDY,  of  Queenstown,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  yeoman,  do 
solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that,  on  Tuesday  the  3rd  day  of  November  instant,  I  went 
on  board  the  American  war  frigate  "  Kearsarge,"  then  lying  in  the  port  of  Cork,  for  the 
purpose  of  enlisting  in  the  naval  service  to  which  she  belonged.  Thomas  Verling,  of 
Queenstown,  and  two  other  men  from  the  light-house,  whose  names  I  do  not  know,  wei^ 
with  me;  we  all  went  for  the  same  purpose,  having  previously  ascertained  that  the 
oflScers  on  board  were  enlisting  men.  This  was  widely  circulated  through  Queenstown-. 
When  I  went  on  board  it  was  about  2  o'clock,  and  one  of  the  officers  told  me  I  would  be 
taken  for  landsman.  The  same  officers  told  a  person,  whom  I  believe  to  be  the  boatswain's 
mate,  to  take  me  before  the  doctor ;  and  accordingly  I  and  the  three  other  men 
were  taken  before  the  doctor  of  the  ship,  were  stripped,  even  our  stockings  taken 
off,  and  passed  his  inspection.  We  left  about  4  o'clock  promising  to  come  aboard  at  - 
7  o'clock  same  evening.  I  did  not  go  aboard  that  evening,  but  returned  at  about  7  o'clock 
next  morning,  and  had  breakfast,  dinner,  and  supper  on  board.  While  aboard  next  day 
seven  or  eight  men  from  Ringaskiddy,  all  Irishmen,  came  aboard  and  told  me  they  had 
passed  the  doctor.  These  men  sailed  on  board  the  vessel.  I  did  not,  as  I,  when  outside 
the  harbour,  as  the  parties  were  asleep  below,  slipped  into  the  boat  with  the  pilot  and 
came  home.  A  boy  of  the  name  of  Murphy,  from  Queenstown,  also  passed  the  doctor, 
and  sailed  in  the  vessel,  so  did  all  the  others,  with  the  exception  of  Verling  ;  he  did  not 
go.  There  were  from  150  to  200  men  taken  on  board,  nearly  all  Irish.  I  saw 
Mr.  Eastman,  the  American  Consul  for  Queenstown,  on  board ;  he  was  in  conversation 
with  some  of  the  officers  on  board  and  remained  for  some  time.  Mr.  Dawson,  the  agent- 
of  the  Consul,  was  also  on  board.  I  was  told  12  dollars  a  month  would  be  the  pay.. 
After  we  passed  the  doctor  our  names  were  registered.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration 
conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  sure,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  statute  for  the 
abolition  of  oaths^  and  the  substitution  of  declarations  in  lieu  thereof. 

Made  and  subscribed  before  me  at  and  in  the  borough  of  Cork^  this  18th  day  of 
November,  1863. 

PATRICK  KENNEDY,  his  H  mark. 

Truly  read  by  me, 

(Signed)  Thomas.  H.  Crofts. 

Felice  Mullun,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  Borough  of  Cork. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  2. 
Declaration  of  Edward  Lynch. 


Borough  of  Cork,  to  wit : 

By  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  borough. 

I,  EDWARD  LYNCH,  of  Queenstown,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  yeoman,  do  solemnly 
and  sincerely  declare  that  the  American  war  steam-frigate  "Kearsarge,"  came  into  the 
port  of  Queenstown,  in  this  county,  on  the  2nd  day  of  November  instant,  where  she 
anchored,  and  remained  till  the  6th  day  of  November  following.     That  it  was  rumoured 
that  she  was  taking  men  for  the  support  of  the  war  now  going  on  in  America,  and  I, 
in  company  with  one  Daniel  O'Connell,  of  Whitepoint,  and   one   John  Connelly,  of 
Bishop's-street,  in  the  town  of  Queenstown,  both  in  said  county,  and  all  Irishmen,  went 
on  board  said  frigate.      That  I  remained  on  board  said  war  frigate  up  to  the  hour  of 
half  past  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  on  said  day,  and  got  my  dinner  and  supper  on  board 
with  all  the  other  hands,  and  that  the  boatswain  of  said  frigate  shipped  the  said  O'ConneU 
and   Connelly   to   serve   on  board  said  war  frigate,  and  proceed  to  America  therein, 
but  objected  to  me  on  account  of  my  height.      That  previously  to  the  shipping  of  said 
two  men,  O'ConneU  and  Connelly^  they  had  to  pass  inspection  of  the  naval  doctor  on 
board,  in  the  usual  way  m  which  men  enlisting  in  the  navy  have  to  do.     That  another 
man  whose  I  do  not  know,  and  also,  as  I  believe,  a  British  subject,  who  formerly  belonged 
to  a  merchant  ship,  and  was  residing  in  Queenstown  for  about  three  months  previously, 
passed  the  doctor  and  was  shipped.     That  two  other  men  who  belonged  to  Eingaskiddy,  ^ 
in  this  coimty,  were  also  taken  as  firemen  on  board  said  war  frigate,  and  that  it  was  stated  on 
board  that  the  pay  was  to  be  12  dollars  per  month.     That  the  captain  of  said  frigate  was 
not  on  board  at  the  time  of  these  occurrences,  but  I  heard  the  commander  say  to  the 
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boatswain^ ''  111  leave  them  in  charge  to  you  now."  The  boatswain  took  them  with  him, 
and  in  some  time  after  they,  the  said  O'Connell  and  Connelly,  returned  and  told  me  they 
passed  the  doctor.  O'Connell's  mother,  now  Mrs.  Buckley,  lives  at  the  back  of  thjp 
chapel  at  Queenstown.  A  boatman  from  the  Holy  ground  at  Queenstown  also  came  on 
board,  passed  the  naval  doctor  in  the  usual  way  aforesaid,  and  was  taken  into  service  on 
board.  There  were  about  200  hands  on  board,  principally  English  and  Irish.  The  said 
war  frigate  sailed  from  this  port,  by  the  directions  of  the  Admiral,  now  stationed  at 
Queenstown,  on  Friday  the  6th  day  of  November  instant,  and  it  was  stated  she  would 
first  proceed  to  France  thence  to  America.  The  men  of  whom  I  have  declared  sailed  on 
boitfd  said  war  frigate,  out  of  the  port  of  Cork,  and  I  make  this  solemn  declaration 
conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  in  pursuance  of  the  statute  for  the  abolition 
of  oaths,  and  the  substitution  of  declarations  in  lieu  thereof. 

Made  and  subscribed  before  me  in  the  borough   of  Cork,  this    16th    day   of 
November,  1863. 

EDWARD  LYNCH,  his  X  mart 

Truly  read  by  me  to  the  said  Edward  Lynch, 
(Signed)  Thomas  W.  Crofts. 

EoBERT  Hall,  Justice  of  the  Peace^  Borough  of  Cork. 


No.  3. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office^  November  30,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  statement  which  has 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  respecting  the  shipment  of  British 
subjects  on  board  the  United  States'  ship  of  war  "  Kearsarge  "  when  in  the  port  of 
Queenstown,  for  service  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  reported  that  when  the  *'  Kearsarge  '*  was  at  Queenstown  early  in  this  m(mth, 
one  of  her  oflBcers,  named  James  Halev,  who  had  been  a  resident  at  Ringaskiddy  about 
twenty  years  ago,  and  who  after  serving  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  "Shamrock,"  had 
entered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  went  ashore  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  his  sister 
at  that  place,  and  when  there,  persuaded  five  persons  named  John  Sullivan,  Edward  Pybume, 
Thomas  Murphy,  George  Patterson,  and  Dennis  Leary  to  go  to  sea  in  the  '*  Kearsarge." 
These  men  are  said  to  have  been  taken  on  board  that  vessel  by  one  J.  Dunn,  a  boat- 
man of  Ringaskiddy.  Another  person  of  the  name  of  Michael  Ahem,  lately  in  the 
employment  of  Messrs.  Scott  of  Queenstown,  is  also  reported  to  have  gone  on  board  at 
the  same  time.  None  of  these  persons  seem  to  have  come  on  shore  again,  and 
they  therefore  must  have  sailed  in  the  '^  Kearsarge,''  and  have  taken  service  in  her  as 
seamen. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  also  been  furnished  with  copies  of  affidavits  made 
by  Patrick  Kennedy  and  Edward  Lynch,  both  natives  of  Queenstown,  who  declare  that 
they  proceeded  on  board  the  ^^  Kearsarge "  to  enter  as  seamen,  but  did  not  sail  in 
her. 

Patrick  Kennedy  deposes  that  he  underwent  an  inspection  by  the  ship's  doctor,  and 
that  his  name  was  registered,  that  he  saw  seven  or  eight  other  men  from  Ringaskiddy 
come  on  board,  all  Irishmen,  one  of  them  named  Murphy  ;  the  names  of  the  others  he 
states  himself  not  to  know.  He  states  that  he  was  infom^ed  the  pay  would  be  12  dollars 
a  month.     Kennedy,  however,  left  the  ship  with  the  pilot  and  returned  to  land. 

Kennedy  also  deposes  that  he  saw  on  board  the  ^^  Kearsarge  '*  Mr.  Eastman,  the 
American  Consul  for  Queenstown,  in  conversation  with  one  of  the  officers,  and  that 
Mr.  Dawson,  the  agent  of  the  Consul,  was  also  on  board. 

Edward  Lynches  affidavit  corroborates  the  ^assertions  made  by  Kennedy.  He  says 
that  he  went  on  board  with  two  other  Irishmen,  Daniel  O'Connell  of  Whitepoint,  and 
John  Connelly  of  Bishop's  Street,  Queenstown,  and  that  O'Connell  and  Connelly  having 
been  passed  by  the  doctor  were  engaged  as  seamen  together  with  three  other  men,  all 
British  subjects,  whose  names  he  did  not  know,  he  himself  being  rejected  on  account  of 
his  height.  He  declares  that  all  those  whom  he  saw  thus  engaged,  sailed  in  the  vessel 
when  she  left  Queenstown, 

I  need  not  point  out  to  you  the  importance  of  these  statements,  as  proving  a 
deliberate  violation  of  the  laws  of  this  country  within  one  of  its  harbours  by  commissioned 
officers  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Befojre  }  say  more  I  wait  to  heai-  what  you  can  allege  in  contravention  of  such  culpable 
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conduct  on  the  paxt  of  ihe  United  States'  officers  of  the  navy,  and  the  United  States* 
Consul  at  Queenstown. 

I  am^  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL, 

No.  4. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. — Received  December  3.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  December  2,  1863. 

ME.  ADAMS,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States,  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Right  Honourable  Earl  Russell,  Her  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for. Foreign  Affairs,  and  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
reception  of  his  Lordship's  note  of  the  30th  ultimo  relating  to  certain  unlawful  proceed- 
ings alleged  to  have  taken  place  at  Queenstown,  in  the  enlistment  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  on  board  of  the  *'  Kearsarge,''  and  to  the  agency  of  the  Consul  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Eastman,  in  that  transaction. 

It  would  be  a  cause  of  great  regret  to  Mr.  Adams  if  any  just  ground  should  have 
been  given  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States  to  any  similar  allegation.  He  loses  no 
time  in  assuring  his  Lordship  that  he  has  taken  immediate  measures  to  apprize  Mr.  East- 
man of  the  natm-e  of  the  statement  thus  made,  and  to  obtain  the  necessary  explanations 
of  the  matter  from  him.  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Adams  cannot  permit  himself  to  doubt 
that  the  charge  will  prove  to  have  been  founded  in  some  misconception  of  the  facts  of  the 
case. 

Mr.  Adams  prays,  &c. 


No.  5. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusselL-^iReceived  December  7.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States,  London, 
^^  ^.P5J?„.  December  7,  1863. 

WITH  reference  to  your  note  of  the  30th  of  H"ovember,  respecting  certain  insinua- 
tions contained  in  the  depositions  of  parties  at  Queenstown  against  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Eastman,  the  Consul  of  the  United  States,  in  connection  with  a  supposed  enlistment 
of  men  for  service  in  the  steamer  ''  Kearsarge,'*  I  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  to  you  a 
copy  of  what  Mr.  Eastman  writes  in  answer  to  my  inquiry. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  in  No.  5. 
Mr.  Eastman  to  Mr.  Adams. 


United  States'  Consulate,  Q^eenstown,  Cork, 
(Extract)  December  4,  1863. 

WrTH  regard  to  any  connivance  upon  my  part  in  this  matter,  I  can  truly  assert  and 
declare  tiiat  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  shipment  of  seamen  on  board  of  the  vessel,  nor  of  the 
hiring  or  engagement  of  any,  and  have  no  doubt  if  such  shipments  took  place  I  should  have 
had  some  information,  and,  from  the  positive  assurance  of  the  captain  and  his  officers,  I 
cannot  believe  that  the  captain  or  his  officers  did  during  the  stay  of  the  vessel  in  this 
port  commit  the  acts  represented  to  Earl  Russell,  as  stated  in  his  communication  of  the 
30th  of  ll'ovember.  I  feel  assured,  from  the  position  of  the  captain  in  the  service,  that 
you  will  be  justified  in  assuring  Eail  Russell  that  no  such  acts  as  have  been  represented 
to  him  were  committed,  and  again  would  fearlessly  state  that  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
am  perfectly  ignorant  of  such  alleged  acts,  and  should  not  be  so  remiss  in  my  duty  to 
my  Government  as  not  to  convey  it  to  them  if  such  had  occurred  to  my  knowledge. 
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No.  6. 

Vie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  December  9.) 

Sir,  Admiralty,  December  9.  1863. 

I  AM  commanded  by  my  Lordb  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send  you  here- 
with, for  the  information  of  Earl  RusseU,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Lewis 
Jones,  dated  the  7th  instant,  relative  to  fifteen  seamen  having  been  landed  at  Queenstown 
from  tiie  United  States'  sloop-of-war  "  Kearsarge,"  who  stated  that  they  had  been  shipped 
l^t  that  port. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  W.  G.  ROMAmE. 


Inclosure  iu  No.  6. 

Rear-Admiral  Sir  L.  Jones  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Sir,  "  Hastings^''  Queenstown  December  7,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  their  Lordships'  information,  that  the  United 
States'  steam-corvette  ^^  Kearsarge  "  came  off  the  harbour  this  morning,  and  shortly 
afterwards  fifteen  seamen  were  landed  from  her  by  the  *^  Petrel,"  a  schooner  pilot  boat, 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Scott  and  Co.,  merchants,  of  Queenstown. 

2.  It  appears  from  the  statements  of  these  men  that  they  were  shipped  between  the 
2nd  and  6th  IJovember  last,  while  the  '^Kearsarge"  was  windbound  at  this  port,  and 
regularly  entered  as  part  complement  of  the  ship  on  arriving  at  Brest. 

3.  I  would  beg  to  observe  that  Captain  Winslow  of  the  "  Kearsarge  "  was  perfectly 
aware  of  Her  Majesty's  Proclamation  and  the  Statute  Law  on  that  point,  as  he  had  a 
copy  of  the  Proclamation  in  his  possession,  and  I  had  a  conversation  with  him  on  the 
subject,  and  he  stated  to  me  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Eastman,  the  United  States'  Consul,- 
that  he  did  not  want  any  men — ^he  only  wanted  a  clerk. 

4.  The  men  now  landed  are  in  custody,  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  Custom-house 
authorities  in  London. 

5.  I  have  further  to  add  that  Mr.  Eastman,  the  United  States'  Consul,  read  to  me 
this  morning  a  letter  he  had  received  from  Captain  Winslow  of  the  "  Kearsarge,"  stating 
that  a  number  of  men  were  found  secreted  on  board  the  "  Kearsarge  "  after  his  leaving 
Queenstown  on  the  6th  November,  and  that  he  would  have  landed  them  at  Brest,  but 
that  doing  so  would  have  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Confederate  war-steamer 

''Florida,''  and  he  now  sends  them  on  shore  at  Queenstown. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LEWIS  JONES. 


No.  7. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  tv  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  December  10.) 

Sir,  Admiralty,  December  10,  1863, 

WITH  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell, 
a  copy  of  a  further  letter  from  Eear- Admiral  Sir  Lewis  Jones,  dated  the  8th  instant, 
with  copies  of  its  inclosures,  relating  to  the  men  re-landed  at  Queenstown  from  tiie 
United  States'  ship-of-war  ^^  Kearsarge." 

I  am,  Sec. 
(Signed)  W.  G.  ROMAINE. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  7. 
Rear^Admiral  Sir  L.  Jones  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Sir,  '*  Eastings,''  at  Queenstown^  December  8,  1863. 

WITH  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  inclose  herewith,  for  their 
Lordships'  information,  a  copy  of  the  letter  from   Captain  Winslow,  of  the  United 
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States'  sloop  ^'  Kearsarge/'  which  Mr.  Eastman,  the  United  States'  Consul,  read  to  me 
yesterday.  Also  a  letter  from  Captain  Winslow  to  myself,  reporting  his  arrival  for  the 
purpose  of  landing  sixteen  men,  said  to  have  concealed  themselves  on  board  the 
^*  Kearsarge  "  prior  to  that  ship's  departure  from  Queenstown  on  the  6th  of  Kovembert 
with  copies  of  the  certificates  of  Captain  Winslow  and  Lieutenant  Thornton,  executive 
officer  of  the  "  Kearsarge,"  relating  to  the  men  in  question. 

2.  Since  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date  I  find  another  man  was  landed,  which  makes 
the  number  sixteen  instead  of  fifteen. 

3.  On  the  United  States'  Consul  informing  me  that  he  intended  to  go  on  board  the 
*^  Kearsarge  "  to  communicate  with  Captain  Winslow,  I  requested  him  to  state  to  that 
officer  that  I  considered  the  manner  of  landing  the  men  in  a  pilot-boat  without  having 
previously  communicated  with  the  authorities  of  this  place  was  irregular. 

I  am,  &C. 
(Signed)  LEWIS  T.  JONES, 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  7. 
Captain  Winslow,  U.S.N.,  to  Mr.  Eastman. 


ir,  ^'  Kearsarge,'^  at  Sea^  December  7,  1863. 

A  PAETY  of  men,  either  by  connivance  of  the  crew  or  otherwise,  were  concealed 
on  board  this  vessel  on  the  night  of  her  departure  from  Queenstown,  the  6th  idtimo. 
These  men  I  learn  were  in  expectation  of  being  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  after  the  "  Kearsarge  "  had  proceeded  to  sea,  but  found  their  mistake. 

To  have  turned  them  ashore  at  Brest  would  have  been  to  open  to  them  the  temptation 
to  enlist  on  board  the  ^'  Florida."  I  therefore  determined  to  leave  them  at  Queenstown  as 
soon  as  it  was  practicable.  Tou  will  please  notify  Admiral  Jones  that  I  informed  him  that 
no  enlistments  would  be  made  at  Queenstown.  I  have  therefore  sent  on  shore  this  party 
that  no  charge  of  subterfuge  may  be  alleged  in  the  premises. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  A.  WINSLOW. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  7. 
Captoin  Winslow  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  L.  Jones. 

Sir,  "  Kearsarge,"^  off  Queenstown,  December  7,  1863. 

I  HA YE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  came-to  off*  Queenstown  for  the  purpose  of 
landing  sixteen  refugees  who  had  concealed  themselves  on  board  this  ship,  prior  to  her 
departure  from  Queenstown  on  the  5th  of  November. 

I  learn  here  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  magnify  this  circumstance,  for 
purposes  unfriendly  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  therefore  given  to  the  American  Consul  my  certificate  with  a  representation 
of  the  circumstances  by  the  executive  officer  of  this  ship,  and  I  have  directed  the  Consul 
to  hand  you  a  copy  of  the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  A.  WINSLOW. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  7. 
Certificate. 

I  CERTIFY  that  the  United  States'  steam-sloop  ^^  Kearsarge  "  arrived  in  Queenstown 
on  the  night  of  the  2nd  of  Noveniber,  1863,  and  that  on  the  following  day  I  left  the  ship 
for  Cork ;  on  my  return  to  Queenstown,  accompanied  by  the  American  Consul,  I  called 
upon  the  Admiral  in  command,  and  in  the  course  of  conversation  reference  was  made  to 
a  paragraph  in  the  papers,  that  the  "Kearsarge  "  had  come  in  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting 
men,  when  I  informed  the  Admiral  that  I  had  received  notice  from  the  executive  officer 
of  the  "  Kearsarge  "  that  many  persons  had  applied  to  be  shipped,  and  in  response  I  had 
directed  him  to  notify  all  persons  that  no  enlistments  would  be  made,  and  instructions 
were  given  in  accordance. 

[168]  C 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8 

On  the  night  of  the  6th  November,  1863,  while  blowing  heavy  with  thick  rainy 
weather  the  '*  Kearsarge  "  went  to  sea. 

On  the  following  day  report  was  made  to  me  that  several  men  had  been  discovered 
on  board,  and  investigation  showed  that  they  had  concealed  themselves  in  the  ship 
during  the  thick  and  rainy  weather  of  the  day  or  night  previous,  and  disguised  in  this 
way  proceeded  in  the  ship,  hoping  to  be  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  after 
she  got  to  sea.  The  "Kearsarge"  was  on  important  duty  watching  the  "Florida"  at 
Brest,  and  it  was  therefore  impracticable  to  return  the  men  to  Queenstown  immediately. 
I  directed  the  men  to  be  held  at  Brest  in  apprehension  if  they  were  turned  ashore  they 
would  join  the  "  Florida,"  resolving  as  soon  as  the  "  Kearsarge  "  left  Brest  again  to  put 
them  on  shore  at  Cork.  The  "  Kearsarge  "  left  Brest  again  on  the  5th  December,  1863, 
and,  in  accordance  with  my  resolution,  I  have  this  day  sent  sixteen  men  ashore  in  the 
pilot-boat  "  Petrel,"  ^th  a  list  of  their  names  as  give  to  the  American  Consul. 

(Signed)  J.  A.  WINSLOW,  Ckptain. 

*^  KearsargCy"  off  Queenstown,  December  7,  1863. 


Inclosure  6  in  No.  7. 
Lieutenant' Commander  Thornton  to  Captain  Winslow,  U.S.N. 

Sir,  "  Keasarge"  off  Cork  Harbour^  December  7,  1863. 

I  BEG  leave  to  state,  in  accordance  with  your  request,  that  on  or  about  the  3rd 
Ifovember,  1863,  several  men  from  Queenstown  come  on  board  of  this  ship  as  appUcants 
for  enlistment  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States.  In  the  absence  of  yoiorse)^ 
and  of  any  definite  instructions  in  regard  to  such  applications,  I  told  the  men  that  if 
they  were  physically  qualified  for  enlistment  they  might  remain  on  board  until  your  return, 
when  you  would  decide.  Upon  your  return,  your  instructions  were  not  to  enlist  them ; 
they  were  accordingly  sent  out  of  the  ship. 

Many  applications  of  a  similar  nature  were  made,  but  their  enlistment  was  in  every 
case  refused  in  accordance  with  your  instructions. 

During  the  time  we  were  at  anchor,  the  ship  was  surrounded  by  boats  filled  with 
men  desiring  to  enlist ;  orders  were  given  and  executed  not  to  allow  them  alongside. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th,  this  was  the  case  until  after  dark,  and  until  the  ship  was 
underweigh. 

The  ship  went  to  sea  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  November ;  it  was  stormy  and  blowing 
hard.  In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  of  the  ship,  and  with  the  necessities  of  the 
case  (as  I  thought)  before  tripping  the  anchor  all  strangers  were  ordered  out  of  the  ship  ; 
the  Master  of  Arms,  with  the  ship's  corporal,  and  others  of  the  police  force  executed  the 
order ;  finding  men  stowed  away  in  the  hold,  in  the  carpenter's  locker,  and  elsewhere, 
tliese  men  were  put  out  of  the  ship,  in  some  cases  by  force.  As  soon  as  the  ship  wjts 
reported  cleared,  the  anchor  was  tripped,  and  the  ship  went  to  sea. 

On  the  next  day  several  men  were  discovered  who  were  strangers  in  the  ship ;  these 
men,  probably  with  the  connivance  of  the  crew,  had  been  so  securely  concealed  as  to 
elude  the  vigilance  of  the  police  force.  Upon  receiving  this  information  you  decided  to 
land  these  men  at  Brest,  whither  you  were  bound. 

The  men  were  sent  out  of  the  ship  at  Brest  in  accordance  with  this  detemuiutioM, 
but  pleading  destitution  they  returned  and  were  permitted  to  remain  on  board  until  this 
morning,  when  they  were  landed  in  Queenstown  by  the  pilot-boat  ^*  Petrel." 

I  would  add  that  the  names  of  these  men  upon  their  return  to  the  ship  while  in 
Brest  harbour  were  placed  upon  the  ship's  books  for  the  pui-pose  of  their  support  and 
comfort,  they  being  otherwise  utterly  destitute. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 
(Signed)  JAS.  S.  THORNTOIS". 

No.  8. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Waddington. 

Sir,  Foreign  Offce^  December  12,  1863, 

I  AM  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  to  be  laid  before 
Secretary  Sir  George  Grey,  copies  of  papers  as  marked  in  the  margin*  respecting  the 

*  No8. 1,  2,  3,  5,  S,  and  9. 
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enlistment  at  Queenstown  of  various  British  subjects  to  serve  on  board  the  United  States' 
steam-vessel  of  war  the  '*  Kearsarge.** 

The  Law  OflScers  are  of  opinion  that  the  men  who  so  enlisted  on  board  the 
"  Kearsarge  "  should  be  prosecuted  under  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act ;  and  Lord  Eussell 
directs  me  to  say  that  he  is  of  opinion  that  such  prosecution  should  be  instituted  as  soon 
as  sufficient  evidence  is  collected  to  sustain  it. 

I  am  ^  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  HAMMOND. 

No- 9. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RtisselL — (Received  December  14.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States^  London, 
My  Lord,  .  December  14,  1863. 

IN  reference  to  the  note  of  the  80th  November,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  receive 
from  you,  respecting  certain  allegations  made  against  the  Commander  of  the  steamer 
"Kearsarge,"  I  now  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  the  Consul  by  that  officer. 
It  would  appear  from  this  that  he  disavows  all  intention  of  violating  the  laws  of  this 
kingdom  in  enlisting  men  for  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Whatever  may  have 
been  done  of  this  kind  seems  to  have  been  carried  on  without  his  knowledge,  and,  when  he 
discovered  it  he  took  prompt  measures  to  rectify  the  error  by  returning  to  port  and 
landing  the  men. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  that  I  have  transmitted  copies  of  all  the  papers  connected  with 
this  subject  for  the  consideration  of  my  Government. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Inclosure  in  No.  9. 

Captain  Winslow,  U.S.N.^  to  Mr.  Eastman,  December  7,  1863. 

[See  Inclosure  2  in  No.  7.] 


No.  10. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  December  16,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
inclosing  an  extract  of  a  letter  dated  the  4th  instant,  from  Mr.  Eastman,  the  United 
States'  Consul  at  Cork,  stating  that  he  did  not  know  of  a  single  shipment  of  seamen  on 
board  of  the  United  States'  steamer  "  Kearsarge/'  nor  of  the  hiring  or  engagement  of 
any,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  if  any  such  shipments  had  taken  place  he  should 
have  had  some  information  of  it ;  and  further,  that  from  the  positive  assurance  of  the 
captain  and  his  officers,  he  cannot  believe  that  the  captain  or  his  officers  did,  during 
the  stay  of  the  vessel  at  Queenstown,  commit  the  acts  represented  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  which  formed  the  subject  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  30th  of  November, 
namely,  the  enlistment  of  men  to  serve  on  board  the  '*  Kearsarge," 

With  reference  to  this  statement  I  think  it  right  to  inform  you  that  a  report 
dated  December  7th  has  been  received  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty  from  the  Port 
Admiral  at  Queenstown,  stating  that  the  "Kearsarge"  had  arrived  off  the  harbour  in  the 
morning,  and  shortly  afterwards  fifteen  seamen  were  landed  from  her  in  apilot-boat.  These 
seamen  stated  that  they  were  shipped  between  the  2nd  and  6th  of  November  last, 
whilst  the  "Kearsarge"  was  windbound  at  Queenstown,  and  that  they  were  regularly 
entered  as  part  complement  of  the  ship  on  arriving  at  Brest. 

It  appears,  further,  from  the  Admiral's  report,  that  the  Commander  of  the 
*^  Kearsarge"  was  perfectly  aware  of  Her  Majesty's  Proclamation  and  of  the  Statute 
Iiaw  bearing  on  the  point,  and  had  a  copy  of  the  Proclamation  in  his  possession ;  and 
that  he  had  stated  to  the  Admiral,  in  the  presence  of  the  United  States'  Consul,  that 
he  did  not  want  any  men,  and  only  wanted  a  clerk. 
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Admiral  adds  that  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  United  States'  Consul' 
nan,  read  to  him  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  the  captain  of  the 
ge,"  saying  that  a  number  of  men  were  found  secreted  on  board  that  vessel 
departure  from  Queenstown  on  the  6th  of  November,  and  that  he  would  have 
em  at  Brest,  but  that  doing  so  would  have  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the 
ite  war-steamer  "  Florida,"  and  that  he  now  sent  them  on  shore  at  Queens- 
discrepancies  between  the  statements  which  I  have  thus  recited,  together  with 
nents  set  forth  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  November  and  those  which  have 
smitted  to  you  by  the  United  States*  Consul  at  Queenstown,  will  not  fail  to 
•ur  attention,  and  will  doubtless  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  making  still 
quiry  from  your  own  Consul  as  to  the  part  taken  by  him  in  the  enlistment  of 
a. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  11. 

Mr.  Brace  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  December  16.) 

Whitehall,  December  16,  1863. 
iVE  laid  before  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  and 
ires,  respecting  the  enlistment  at  Queenstown  of  British  subjects  to  serve  on 

United  States'  steam-vessel  of  war  the  '^  Kearsarge ;"  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you, 
formation  of  Earl  Russell,  that  the  papers  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Lord 
it  of  Ireland,  in  order  that  his  Excellency  may,  if  he  sees  no  objection,  give  the 

directions  for  the  prosecution  of  the  men  so  enlisted  under  the  Foreign 
it  Act,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  Law  OflScers  of  the  Crown  in  this 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  A.  BRUCE. 

No.  12. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office y  December  17,  1863. 
LVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  14th  instant^ 
I  the  seamen  embarked  on  board  the  United  States'  steamer  ^^  Kearsarge  "  at 
vm. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

No.  13. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Bruce. 

Foreign  OfficCy  December  17,  1863. 
^H  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  I  am  mrected  by  Earl  Russell  to 
to  you,  to  be  laid  before  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey,  a  copy  of  a  further  note  from 
Qs,*  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Captain  of  the  United  States'  steamer 
ge  '*  respecting  the  seamen  embarked  on  board  that  vessel  at  Queenstown. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  HAMMOND. 


No.  9. 
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Correspondence    respecting    Jlecruitment    in    Ireland    for    the 
Military  Service  of  the  United  States. 


ISo.l. 

Mr.  Waddington  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  January  20.) 

(Extract.)  Whitehall,  January  18,  1864. 

I  AM  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  to  be  laid 
before  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  has  been  received  from  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment/ relative  to  a  man  named  P.  H.  Finney,  who  has  recently  arrived  from  America, 
wliose  object,  there  is  req^on  to  believe,  is  to  enlist  men  for  the  American  Army. 

Inclosure  in  No.  1. 

Sir  J.  Larcom  to  Mr.  Waddington. 

(Extract.)  Dublin  Castle,  January  13,  1864. 

AS  there  appears  reason  to  suppose  that  Finney's  object  is  really  to  enlist  men  for 
the  American  army,  though  no  proof  of  it  has  as  yet  been  received,  a  strict  watch  will  be 
kept  on  his  movements. 


ywiiii   u    ijinmm   .1   I   I       I  ^^^^^i■T^^^|^^p^f^■^f^^ nil    n  nn     mmii 


Mr^  Hammond  to  Mr-  Waddington. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  January  22, 1864. 

I  HAVE  lai4  before  £2a^l  Russell  your  letter  Qf  thq  IStb  instant  respecting  a  man 
named  P,  H.  Pinuey,  who  has  recently  arrived  in  Ireland  from  America,  for  the  purpose, 
as  there  appears  to  be  some  reason  to  think,  of  enlisting  men  for  service  in  the  Federal 
Army,  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  state  to  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  that 
Lord  Bussoll  would  suggest  that  the  Home  Office  should  consult  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  with  regard  to  this  matter. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  JJ.  HAMMOND. 


No.  8. 

Mvn  Waddington  to  Mr.  Hammond.^^{Received  January  24.) 

(Extract.)  Whitehall,  January  23,  1864. 

REFERRING  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  respectmg  American 
agents  employed  in  procuring  emigrants  from  Ireland,  I  am  directed  by  Secretary 
Sir  George  Grey  to  transmit- to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  and  its  inclosures,  which  have  been 
received  through  the  Irish  Government  from  Mr,  Lock  Perry,  inquiring  on  behalf  of 
Messrs.  Sable  and  Searle,  of  Livei-pool,  whether  they  can  ship  passengers  in  the  maimer 
referred  to  jin  th^  inclosed  cpiT^spondencei  and  whether  they  are  bound  to  ship  them 
bapk. 
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As  Mr.  Perry  states  that  the  American  Minister  is  in  commanieaiion  witii 
Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  on  the  subject^  his  letter  is  forwarded  for  the  information  of 
Barl  BusseU  preriously  to  returning  any  answer^  and  Mr.  Perry  has  been  informed  that  it 
has  been  so  transmitted. 

Beports  reroecling  Finney's  proceedings  receired  from  the  Sub-Inspector  of 
Constabulary  at  Galway  are  inclosed  herewith. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  3. 
Mr.  Perry  to  Sir  J.  A.  Lareom. 


Sir,  11,  Bachelor^ s  Walk,  Dublin,  January  20,  1864. 

I  BEG  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  re  ceired  by  Messrs.  Sable  and  Searle  of  Liver- 
pool, emigration  agents,  from  their  agent  at  Boston,  together  with  copies  of  a  proposed 
agreement  to  be  entered  into  with  intending  emigrants^  a  letter  from  Air.  Finney,  an  agent 
appointed  to  bring  out  emigrants  to  America,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Sable 
and  Searle  to  myself. 

I  have  respectfully  to  request  you  wHl  inform  me  on  behalf  of  my  clients,  Messrs. 
Sable  and  Searie,  whether  they  can  follow  their  legitimate  trade  of  shipping  passengers 
in  manner  referred  to  in  the  correspondence  or  not,  or  are  they  bound  to  ship  them 
back. 

I  have  been  informed  by  the  American  Consul  here  that  Mr.  Adams,  the  American 
Minister,  is  in  communication  with  the  Government  in  London  on  the  same  subject 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  JEKEMUH  PEBBY. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  3. 

Mean.  Page,  Richardson,  and  Co.,  to  Messrs.  Sable  and  Searle. 

London  and  Liverpool  Packet  Office,  1 14^  SUUe  Office^ 
Dear  Sirs,  Boston,  December  16,  1863. 

WE  have  a  good  prospect  of  making  sure  of  a  large  number  of  passengers  fr^m 
Ireland  to  this  port  and  Portland.  There  are  a  number  of  railroad  companies  and  otha- 
corporations  gieatly  in  want  of  men  to  perform  labour^  and  they  have  agreed  with  us  to  be 
responsible  for  the  passage  of  a  certain  number  of  such  able-bodied  men  as  would  be  willing 
to  work  for  them. 

The  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Patrick  H.  Phinney,  it  has  been  thought  best  to  send  out  to 
attend  to  the  matter,  and  see  that  none  but  able-bodied  men  are  takeut— ^nen  in  good 
health,  and  who  would  not  be  likely  to  fall  sick  on  their  hands.  Several  hundred  men  are 
wanted,  and  we  wish  you  to'give  your  best  efforts  to  aid  Mr.  Phinney  in  his  enterprize,  as 
all  the  passengers  will  be  forwarded  through  your  house.  We  would  suggest  that  you 
forward  a  circular  to  each  one  of  your  agents  in  Ii^land,  to  the  effect  that  good  men  are 
wanted  to  agree  to  work  for  not  less  than  twelve  months,  and  that  their  passage  will  be 
advanced  on  condition  that  they  bind  themselves  so  to  work. 

We  will  be  responsible  to  you  (having  taken  security  from  the  Corporations  wanting 
the  men)  for  the  passage-money  and  for  the  inland  ticket  to  the  port  of  embarkation.  If 
it  shall  be  necessary  you  will  make  such  arrangements  with  Mr.  Phinney  about  issuing 


tickets  as  you  may  see  fit. 


Yours,  &c. 
(Signed)  PAGE,  BICHABDSON,  &  Co- 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  3. 

Proposed  Agreement. 

WE,  the  Undersigned,  hereby  agree  with  Patrick  H.  Phinney,  that  in  consideratiou  of 
the  sajd  Patrick  H.  Phinney  advancing  the  money  necessary  for  the'  payment  o£  our  respective 
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passages  to  Boston,  in  the  United  States  of  America,— that  we,  each  of  us  hereto  signing 
our  names  (or  making  our  marks  in  presence  of  witnesses^  hereby  agree  witli  said 
P.  !!•  Phinney,  that  we  will  on  our  arrival  at  Boston  aforcsiid,  commence  to  labour  for 
said  Patrick  H.  Phinney  or  his  assigns,  either  on  the  Chiilestown  Waterworks,  in  the 
City  of  Gharlestown,  or  the  Webster  and  Southbridge  Railroad,  in  the  employ  of  Wall 
and  Lynch;  or  the  Boston,  Hartford,  and  Erie  Railroad,  in  the  employ  of  15.  Crane,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts ;  or  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  ;  or  for  the  Bear  Valley  Coal  Company, 
in  the  employ  of  George  P.  Sanger ;  or  for  the  Franklin  Coal  Company,  in  the  employ  of 
E.  C.  Bates,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

And  we  hereby  agree  that  we  will,  each  of  us  hereto  signing  as  aforesaid,  continue  to 
labour  and  work  to  our  best  ability  for  the  said  P.  H.  Phinney,  or  his  assigns,  for  the 
term  of  twelve  months,  from  the  date  of  our  arrival  in  said  Boston,  for  and  at  the 
rate  of  dollars  per  month,  in  addition  to  our  board  and  lodging,  which  is  to  be 

furnished  to  us  bv  the  said  P.  H.  Phinney. 

And  we  each  of  us  hereby  agree  that  we  will  repay  to  said  P.  H.  Phinney,  or  to  his 
assigns,  the  amount  which  shall  have  been  paid  by  the  said  P.  H.  Phinney,  [or  his  assigns, 
for  each  of  our  passages  to  Boston  as  aforesaid,  and  also  those  of  us  who  shall  have  had 
our  inland  passages  paid  for  us  by  the  said  P.  H.  Phinney,  or  any  other  advances  which 
may  have  been  made  to  us  by  the  said  P.  H.  Phinney,  or  that  the  same  shall  be  deducted 
from  or  repaid  from  our  wages  first  earned  as  aforesaid,  and  paid  to  said  P.  H,  Phinney  or 
his  assigns  by  our  employers. 

It  is  understood  that  the  wages  aforesaid  of  each  of  us  will  commence  within  one 
week  after  our  arrival  in  Boston,  or  as  soon  as  we  commence  to  work. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  3. 

Mr.  Finney  to  Messrs.  Sable  and  Searle. 

Sirs, 

ANNEXED  is  a  copy  of  the  agreement  which  I  purpose  having  signed  by  each  man 
who  I  will  approve  of  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  employed  and  sent  to  Boston. 

I  have  already  left  a  copy  at  your  office  in  Liverpool,  but  which  must  have  escaped 
fipom  your  observation. 

Mr.  Atkmson  called  upon  Mr.  Bates,  but  he  was  not  at  home,  and  his  manager  refused 
to  give  a  pass  until  he  laid  the  matter  before  the  Board.  I  therefore  request  that  you  will 
write  to  the  Company  immediately  and  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  trans- 
mission of  those  men  I  may  select  by  the  difierent  railroads. 

On  account  of  this  obstacle,  as  well  as  some  other  which  has  arisen  I  will  not  be  able 
to  send  aqy  men  before  the  29th  instant;  then  I  will  have  150  good  men  selected  to  send 
by  the  vessel  sailing  on  that  date. 

I  was  informed  that  the  agreement  between  the  men  and  I  must  be  signed  in  the 
presence  of  the  United  States'  Consul.  I  therefore  called  upon  him,  and  he  has  written  to 
the  United  States'  Minister,  London  (Mr.  Adams),  so  as  to  have  everythmg  satisfactorily 
arranged,  as  he  would  not  like  to  act  in  the  matter  without  first  having  communicated  with 
Mr.  Adams. 

I  think  that  the  presence  of  either  of  you  here  would  be  very  beneficial  (I  mean 
Mr.  Sable),  as  the  necessary  arrangements  would  be  much  better  disposed  of,  and  wish  you 
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would  come  at  once,  as  it  would  be  much  better  than  writings  as  you  wUl  see  the  matter 
requires  your  presence. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  H.  FINNEY. 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  3. 
Messrs.  Sable  and  Searle  to  Mr.  Perry. 


Sable  and  Searle's  American  Passenger  Offices.      Atlantic 
Royal    Mail    Steam-Navigation    Company    {Limited)^ 
Passenger  Department,   19,    Water  Street^    Liverpool^ 
Dear  Sir,  January  18,  1864.* 

WE  beg  to  inclose  various  documents  concerning  the  engagement  and  shipping  of  a 
number  of  labourers  from  Ireland  to  Boston,  United  States.  The  inclosures  are  as  follows  : 
No.  1.  Letter  received  from  our  Boston  correspondents,  in  whom  we  placed  implicit 
confidence  that  they  would  not  engage  us  in  any  transaction  contrary  to  law,  or  involve  us 
or  the  companies  for  whom  we  act  in  any  unpleasant  position.  No.  2  is  a  draft  con- 
tract, which  Mr.  Finney  (the  Selecting  Agent)  intends  to  make  with  the  labourers  before  he 
advances  their  passage-money. 

We,  as  agents  tor  the  Galway  and  Derry  Lines,  are  bound  to  get  as  many  passengers 
as  we  can  for  the  respective  steamers,  and  as  both  lines  carry  Her  Majesty's  mails  we  do 
not  like  to  subject  them  to  a  sudden  seizure  or  even  to  detention  for  a  single  hour.  There- 
fore we  wish  you  to  put  this  matter  before  the  highest  authority  at  the  Castle  in  your 
city  ;  so  that  if,  as  we  are  sorry  to  see  frequently  is  the  case,  any  one  evil  disposed  should 
give  information  that  the  men  are  intended  for  enlistment,  a  prompt  and  satisfactory  denial 
may  be  given.  Please  to  ascertain  from  Government  whether  we  can  follow  our  legitimate 
trade  of  shipping  these  passengers  or  not,  or  are  we  bound  to  ship  them  back  ?  If  there 
be  the  slightest  risk  either  to  ourselves  or  the  respective  Companies,  we  will  carry  matters 
further  in  London,  and  stop  in  the  meanwhile. 

There  should  be  no  obstacle  put  in  the  way  of  Mr.  Finney,  as  it  is  a  blessing  for  the 
poor  people  to  obtain  employment,  and  the  authorities  should  assist  him  by  every  means  in 
their  power. 

Yours,  &c. 
(Signed)  SABLE  &  SEARLE. 


Inclosure  6  in  No,  3. 

Report, 

Galway^  January  12,  1864. 

I  UAVE  to  report  that  on  this  evening  a  man  who  gave  his  name  as  Mr.  Feely,  and 
who  put  up  at  a  respectable  hotel  here,  stated  shortly  after  his  arrival  this  evening  publicly 
that  be  was  commissioned  by  a  company  lately  formed  in  America  to  employ  a  number 
of  labourers  who  should  bind  themselves  to  him,  and  that  he  would  give  them  a  free 
passage  to  America,  and  give  them  a  sum  of  money  in  hand ;  he  said  that  when  he 
arr^ged  as  to  whether  he  would  convey  them  by  the  Atlantic  Company  Boats,  or  by  a 
vessel  which  he  would  charter,  that  he  would  proceed  to  engage  them.  The  man  may 
have  give  utterance  to  the  foregoing  for  the  purpose  of  hoaxing  the  public ;  however,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  report  the  matter  without  loss  of  time.  The  next  vessel  which  is 
advertised  to  sail  from  here  is  the  **  Hibernia"  on  the  19th  instant. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  watch  the  man's  movements,  which  shall  be  reported  in  due 
course. 

(Signed)  — — ,  Sub-Inspector  Constabulary. 


*  Offices: — Dublin,  56,  Sackville  Street;  Liverpool,  19,  Water  Street,  and  ) 3,  Regent  Street ;  Galway, 
Eyre  Square ;  Londonderry,  Foyle  Street ;  Queenstown,  Qnav ;  New  York,  23,  Broadway ;  Boston,  Broad 
Street. 
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Inclosure  7  ia  No.  3. 
Report. 

Galway,  January  15,  1864. 
WITH  reference  to  my  report  of  the  12th  instant,  relative  to  a  person  who  stated 
publicly  here  on  that  date  that  he  was  commissioned  to  employ  a  number  of  labourers  to 
work  on  railways  in  America,  1  have  to  state  that  I  went  to  the  house  of  the  booking 
agent  of  the  Atlantic  Mail  Company,  and  was  informed  that  Mr.  Feely,  the  person 
above  alluded  to,  had  been  with  him  to  arrange  as  to  the  conveying  of  the  persons 
he  is  about  to  hire  to  Boston,  and  that  he  had  shown  him  all  his  papers;  lie  stated 
that  he  had  been  commissioned  by  two  railway  companies  to  hire  1000  men,  and 
that  he  had  been  at  Loughrea,  his  native  place,  and  had  shown  his  papers  to  the 
Marquis  of  Clanricarde,  who  was  quite  satisfied  with  them.  Mr.  Ennis,  the  agent, 
stated  that  Feely  had  gone  to  Liverpool  to  have  an  interview  with  the  head  agent,  and 
that  the  labourers  were  not  to  be  sent  by  the  next  vessel  which  goes  to  New  York,  but 
are  to  wait  for  the  sailing  of  the  '^  Adriatic  "  which  is  advertised  to  leave  here  for  Boston 
pn  the  2nd  proximo.  About  120  persons  made  application  at  the  office  to-day  and 
yesterday,  and  signified  their  intention  of  agreeing  to  the  terms  offered  by  Mr.  Feely, 
which  is  to  bind  themselves  to  work  on  the  railway  for  a  certain  period,  and  to  repay  their 
Employers  U.  which  is  to  be  advanced  together  with  their  passage  fare. 

(Signed)  — — ,  Bub-Inspector,  Constabulary. 


No.  4. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Waddington. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  January  26,  1864. 

I  AM  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  return  to  you  the  papers  inclosed  in  your  letter 
6f  the  23rd  instant,  respecting  the  proposed  shipment  of  British  subjects  to  the  United 
jStates  by  Messrs.  Sable  and  Searle,  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  state  to  Secretary 
Sir  George  Grey  that  no  communication  has  been  made  to  his  Lordship  on  the  subject 


by  Mr.  Adams. 


I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  HAMMOND. 


No.  5. 
Mr.  Waddington  to  Mr.  Hammond.'-^Received  February  3.) 

(Extract.)  Whitehall,  February  2,  1864. 

REFERRING  to  the  correspondence  which  has  already  taken  place  relating  to 
foreign  enlistment,  I  am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  to  transmit  to  you  a 
newspaper  containing  a  report  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Police-office,  Exchange  Court. 

And  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  lay  the  same  before  Earl  Russell,  and  inform  his 
Lordship  that  the  case  has  been  directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  be  submitted  to  iki 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  for  their  consideration. 


Inclosure  in  No.  6. 
Newspaper  Extract. 

HsiJ>  Police-Officb.  —  Enwstment  for  the  American  Service.  —  (Beforo 
l£r.  AUttK)— Yesterday  Patrick  H.  Finney  was  summoned  by  William  Pike  for  refusing 
to  pay  him  91 1$.  9d.  wages. 
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Mr.  M'Kenna  appeared  for  the  defendant. 

The  complainant  stated  that  he  was  a  painter  by  trade,  and  kst  worked  with 
Mr.  Marsh,  of  Omagh.  He  claimed  the  wages  for  writing  and  circulating  through  the 
town  for  Finney  that  he  had  come  here  for  the  purpose  of  taking  out  3,000  emigrantB  to 
America  to  work  on  railways,  &c.  Witness  acted  along  with  two  other  persons  named 
Hynes  and  Byrne.  The  agreement  was,  that  they  were  to  work  for  Finney  and  for  no 
other  person,  and  that  he  would  pay  better  tlian  any  one  else  in  Ireland  could  or  would. 
Finney  went  to  Galway,  and  after  he  returned,  witness  showed  him  names  of  persons. 
Finney  said  that  not  more  than  200  of  those  would  suit. 

Mr.  Allen — How  did  you  get  introduced  to  Finney  ? 

Witness — I  was  in  Saunders's  '*  News-Letter ''  office,  and  was  told  by  a  party  present 
that  Finney  was  in  the  London  Hotel  for  the  purpose;  the  witness  further  said  that  he 
went  to  the  hotel  and  asked  Finney  the  terms,  Hynes  and  Byrne  being  present;  told  him 
he  could  get  him  plenty  of  men.  Finney  did  not  name  any  sum ;  he  said  he  would  take 
them  in  a  steamboat  from  Galway  to  Boston ;  the  emigrants  were  to  get  a  free  passage, 
but  were  to  repay  the  passage  money  afterwards.  The  only  other  person  present  at  that 
interview  was  the  wife  of  the  hotel-keeper.  Witness  procured  him  about  366  names 
altogether.  Finney,  after  his  return  from  Galway,  said  he  wanted  tip-top  men ;  he  did 
not  say  how  many  of  the  persons  witness  did  get  would  suit  him,  but  said  he  would  sec 
about  it ;  witness  saw  money  with  him,  and  got  8^.  6rf.  from  him  at  different  times.  After- 
wards Finney  showed  him  the  bounty  that  was  being  given  for  the  American  army,  and 
from  some  conversation  with  him  he  believed  that  was  the  purpose  for  which  he  wanted 
the  men ;  Finney  said  he  conceived  they  would  all  join  the  army  when  they  saw  the 
amount  of  wages  and  the  bounty  that  were  being  given ;  witness  called  on  him  for  a 
settlement  at  different  times. 

Mr.  Allen — You  were  not  going  to  America  yourself? 

Witness— No.    I  don't  intend  to  go.     I  have  been  there  before. 

Mr.  M'Kenna — You  did  not  intend  to  go  ? 

Witness— At  first  I  did;  he  said  he  came  here  to  give  the  people  bread,  but  from  the 
conversation  I  heard  afterwards,  I  thought  it  was  lead  he  wanted  to  give  them. 

To  Mr.  M'Kenna — I  wrote  letters  for  him,  and  a  copy  of  the  agreement  that  the  men 
were  to  sign ;  I  wrote  one  letter  to  Sable  and  Searle,  of  Liverpool,  by  his  direction ;  I 
wrote  it  in  his  name ;  I  wrote  a  copy  of  the  agreement  for  him  on  the  Monday  he  went  to 
the  Park.  The  substance  of  the  agreement  was  that  the  undersigned,  in  consideration  of 
Finney  advancing  them  various  sums  of  money,  would  proceed  to  Boston,  in  the  United 
States,  and  agreed  to  work  in  the  Charleston  Waterworks,  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  for 
the  Barr  Valley  and  the  Franklin  Coal  Companies,  for  the  Boston  and  Hartford 
Railway,  &c.  At  first  Finney  said  he  would  pay  witness  and  others  better  than  any  one 
else  could  for  their  trouble,  but  later  in  the  evening  he  said  he  would  give  them  2s^ 
a  man  for  every  man  they  got. 

Mr.  Allen — Were  you  to  get  anything  else  ? 

Witness — Yes,  I  was  to  get  a  free  passage  and  a  position'  in  America. 

The  witness  said,  in  reply  to  the  defendant's  attorney,  that  on  different  occasions  he 
brought  Finney  abIe-l)odied  stout  men,  and  not  a  mere  list  of  names;  brought  him  more 
than  twenty,  and  he  said,  "  All  right,  that  will  do."  Finney  showed  him  that  the  soldier's 
pay  was  equal  to  40/.  a-year;  that  the  Government  city  bounty  was  85  dollars; 
and  that,  on  the  whole,  the  person  accepting  the  engagement  would  have  140/.  to  his 
credit  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Allen — Did  you  get  it  from  his  own  mouth  ? 

Witness — I  did,  when  there  was  no  other  person  present,  in  the  little  parlour  in  the 
hotel  in  D'Olier-street;  he  calculated  it  on  paper  at  the  table,  but  took  the  calculations 
away  with  him.     The  memorandum  now  produced  is  my  own. 

Mr,  M'Kenna  submitted  that  if  there  had  been  an  enlistment  for  foreign  service  the 
plaintiij'  could  not  recover  his  demand. 

Witness — He  was  talking  about  the  army ;  he  said,  *^  You  see  the  difference,  it  is  a 
fer  better  place  than  Ireland ;  we  can't  hold  them  if  they  go  into  the  army,  but  we  can 
hold  them  if  they  attempt  to  work  for  any  one  else ; "  he  did  not  say  he  wanted  them  for 
the  army,  but  he  showed  the  difference. 

Mr.  Allen — I  am  afraid  I  cannot  give  you  anything.  According  to  your  own 
statement,  this  gentleman  came  to  you  to  agree  with  him  to  get  recruits  from  Galway  and 
different  places  for  the  American  army.  S"ow,  to  raise  troops  in  that  manner  here  is 
illegal ;  and  no  one  can  get  any  compensation  for  doing  what  is  contrary  to  law— in  fact, 
the  only  recompense  you  can  get  here  is  punishment.    I  dismiss  the  case. 

The  defendant  said  he  got  his  agreement  examined  by  Lord  Duncannon. 
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The  complainant,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Allen,  said  he  did  not  know  what  became  of  the 
men  he  did  get. 

pt  is  almost  mmecessary  to  say  that  the  conversation  referred  to  by  the  witness  in 
the  above  case  as  having  taken  place  in  Saunders's  "News-Letter"  oflSce,  must  have  passed 
between  him  and  some  reader  of  our  advertising  sheet  in  the  outer  oflSce.] 


No.  6. 
Sir  F.  Rogers  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  February  10.) 

Sir,  Dovming  Street ^  February  10,  1864. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
Earl  Russell,  as  bearing  on  the  question  of  foreign  enlistment,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Commissioners,  forwarding  the  usual  Beturn  of  the 
emigration  from  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  quarter  and  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1863. 

By  the  annexed  Tables  it  appears  that  in  the  three  years  preceding  1862  (in  which 
the  eflfects  of  the  recruitment  may  have  begun  to  be  sensible)  the  emigration  to  the 
United  States  was  composed  as  follows : — 

Single  men  ..  ••  ••  «•  ..  ••         65>88d 

Others         .•  ..  ..  ••  ..  •»        141,734 


Total        ..  ,.  ..        207,567 

The  proportion  of  single  men  to  others  was  therefore  46*4  to  100. 

In  1863  the  number  of  persons  other  than  single  men  who  emigrated  was  93'783. 

If  the  normal  proportion  of  46'4  to  100  had  been  preserved  in  1863  the  number  of  single 
men  would  have  been  about  43,476.  It  was  actually  63,030.  That  is  the  emigration  of 
single  men  was  about  10,000  more  than  the  experience  of  the  three  years  preceding  1862 
would  have  led  us  to  expect. 

This  furnishes  a  faint  ground  for  conjecturing  that  recruitment  may  have  gone  on  to 
about  that  extent. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  FREDERIC  ROGERS. 


Inclofiure  1  in  No.  6. 
Mr.  Murdoch  to  Sir  F.  Rogers. 


Sir,  Emigration  Board,  January  23,  1864. 

I  TRANSMIT  herewith,  for  the  information  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  a 
Return  of  the  emigration  from  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  quarter  and  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1863. 

2.  I  also  inclose  a  Return  distinguishing  the  sexes  of  the  emigrants  and  adults  from 
children,  and  exhibiting,  so  £Etr  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  passenger  lists  frimished 
by  the  Custom-house  authorities,  the  trade,  occupation,  or  profession  of  the  adults. 

3.  As  much  attention  has  recently  been  attracted  to  the  emigration  from  Ireland  to 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  probability  that  a  portion  of  the  emigrants  go  with  the 
intention  of  enlisting,  I  add  a  Table  showing  the  numbers  of  single  men  and  of  Irish  who 
have  emigrated  to  the  United  States  during  the  last  five  years,  and  the  proportion  they 
bear  to  the  whole  emigration  of  those  years  respectively.  What  is  the  exact  number  of 
Irish  among  the  single  men  it  would  not  be  possible  without  much  trouble  to  ascertain; 
but  as  the  Lish  constitute  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  whole  emigration  to  the  United  States, 
it  mav  fairly  be  assumed  that  they  constitute  an  equal  proportion  of  the  single  men.  This 
would  give  something  more  than  35,000  Irish  single  men. 

4.  The  proportion  both  of  the  single  men  and  of  the  Irish  was  larger  in  1863  than 
in  any  of  the  preceding  four  years,  though  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  justify  the  assump- 
tion that  any  great  effect  is  attributable  to  the  temptations  offered  to  recruits.  It  is 
more  probable  that  the  high  wages  now  prevailing  in  the  United  States,  as  contrasted  with 
the  distress  existing  in  Ireland,  is  the  inducement  which  has  led  so  many  emigrants  from 
that  country  to  America.  The  number  of  Irish  who  have  gone  to  other  countries  is 
2L.914 ;  but  the  largeness  of  the  number  to  the  United  States,  as  compared  with  the 
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number  to  all  other  countries,  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  large  remittances  sent  home 
by  Irish  emigrants  already  settled  in  the  States  to  assist  their  friends  at  home,  and  the 
consequent  facility  in  reaching  that  country  as  compared  with  other  countries. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  W.  C.  MURDOCH. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  6. 

Return  of  the  Emigration  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  all  parts  of  the  World  during  the 
Year  1863,  distinguishing  Adults,  Children,  and  Infants,  also  the  Sexes  ;  and  showing 
the  Trade,  Occupation,  or  Profession  of  the  Adults  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from 
the  Passenger  Lists  famished  by  the  Custom-house  authorities. 


Description  of  Emlgranti  embarked. 

NatlTo  Country  of  Bmigraatt. 

Oettinfttion. 

AdulU. 

ChUdren  1  to  IS 
Yeari. 

Infants. 

Not 

distinguished 

as  to  Age. 

Total. 

English. 

Scotch. 

Irish. 

1 

Married. 

Single. 

|| 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

r. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

F. 

ll 

United  SUtes      ... 
British  North  Ame- 
rica         

AtutraljuU 

All  other  Places  ... 

1S,S19 

1,169 

5,90S 

501 

15.576 

1,372 

6,515 

418 

ss.oso 

3,007 
19.010 
1.427 

81,703 

1,739 

11,451 

428 

10,088 

1,268 

4,223 

216 

9,596 

i,iao 

3,949 
175 

8,082 

273 
817 
26 

2,962 

218 
787 
87 

5.604 

4,932 

343 

2,247 

2,951 

3.980 

51 

243 

146,613 

18,083 
53.054 
5,808 

82,570 

2,550 

24.654 

1,469 

3,481 

3,168 

8,113 

468 

94.477 

3.947 

17,390 

577 

5,820 

418 
918 
677 

1M« 

8,0M 
1.979 
2.617 

Total 

19.987 

23.881 

76,474 

45,821 

13,795 

14,852 

4,198 

8,999 

IZfite 

6,225 

223,758 

61.243 

15,230 

116.391 

7,833 

33  AMI 

Occupation. 

United  States. 

British  North 
America. 

Australasia. 

All  other 
Places. 

TotaL 

Adult  Males. 

Agricultural  laboxirers,  gardeners, 

carters,  &c.    . . 

121 

143 

1,908 

70 

2,242 

Bakers 

371 

13 

80 

5 

469 

Blacksmiths  and  farriers 

82 

14 

142 

9 

247 

Bookbinders  and  stationers 

20 

6 

6 

1 

32 

Boot  and  shoe-makers     . . 

348 

"24 

141 

4 

617 

Braziers,  tinsmiths,  whitesmiths,  &c. 

238 

8 

19 

1 

266 

Brick  and  tile-makers,  potters,  &c. . . 

7 

1 

25 

1 

84 

Bricklayers,      masons,     plasterers, 

slaters,  &c.     . . 

1,156 

22 

160 

3 

1,341 

Builders 

32 

1 

17 

1 

51 

Butchers,  poulterers,  &c. . . 

102 

9 

55 

3 

169 

Cabinet-makers  and  upholsterers   • . 

30 

2 

30 

1 

63 

Carpenters  and  joiners     . . 
Carvers  and  gilders 

1,206 

91 

491 

16 

1,804 

21 

4 

,5 

30 

Clerks 

876 

92 

247 

77 

792 

Clock  and  watch-makers  . . 

70 

•  • 

18 

2 

90 

Coach-makers  and  trimmers            •  • 

6 

1 

11 

•  • 

18 

Coal-miners 

27 

2 

14 

2 

45 

Coopers 
Cutlers 

124 

8 

16 

2 

150 

85 

1 

6 

«  • 

92 

Domestic  servants 

158 

15 

71 

2 

246 

Dyers 

U 

2 

7 

•  « 

23 

Engravers 

51 

•  • 

8 

59 

Engineers          . .             •  •             •  • 

276 

26 

92 

39 

433 

Farmers            . . 

6,555 

717 

1,580 

115 

8,917 

Gtentlemen,  professional  men,  mer- 

chants, &c.    . . 

890 

174 

1,132 

819 

2,516 

Jewellers  and  silversmiths 

3 

1 

13 

•  • 

17 

Labourers,  general 

40,386 

1,493 

13,982 

165 

55,976 

Locksmiths,  gunsmiths,  &c. 

19 

1 

8 

• . 

28 

Millers,  malsters,  &c. 

184 

6 

27 

•  • 

217 

Millwrights       . .             . . 

11 

1 

19 

2 

33 

Miners  and  quarrymen     . . 

2,454 

256 

486 

24 

3,220 

Painters,  paper-hangers,  plumbers, 

and  gkziers  . . 

433 

5 

76 

6 

520 

Pensioners 

20 

10 

9 

1 

40 

Printers 

100 

8 

48 

4 

160 

Rope-makers 

Saadlers  and  harness-makers 

3 

•  • 

4 

,  , 

7 

43 

1 

23 

3 

70 

Sail-makers        . . 

5 

•  • 

6 

• . 

11 

Sawyers 

16 

16 

81 

•  • 

63 

Seamen              •  •             •  • 

269 

49 

71 

3 

392 

Shipwrights 

15 

8 

18 

2 

38 

Shopkeepers 

446 

53 

596 

21 

1,116 

Smiths,  general 

727 

6 

75 

1 

809 

Spinners  and  weavers      •  • 

1,P18 

332 

234 

2 

2,086 

Sugar-bakers,  boilers,  &c. 

46 

•  • 

22     1 

•  • 

68 
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Occupation. 

United  States. 

British  North 
America. 

Aostralasia. 

All  other 
Places. 

Total. 

SurvejorB 

Tailors 

TaUowochandlers  and  soap-makers  • . 

Tanners  and  curriers 

Turners 

Wheelwrights  .. 

Woolcombers  and  sorters 

Other  mechanics  not  before  specified 

Not  distinguished            •  • 
Adult  Feicalkb. 

Domestic  and  iGurm  servants,  nurses, 
&c. .  • 

Gentlewomen  and  Governesses 

Milliners,     dress-makers,     needle- 
women 

Married  women 

Shopwomen       •  •             . .             •  • 

Mechanics  not  before  specified 

Not  distinguished 

CniLnSBK. 

Male  children,  1  to  12  years 

Female  ditto          ditto 

In&nts 

Not  distinguishedjas  to  age 

*752 

13 

50 

13 

41 

5 

2,180 

8,278 

13,968 
74 

967 

15,576 

3 

53 

16,638 

10,088 
9,698 
6,044 

8,455 

"32 

•  • 

1 

8 

•  • 

•  • 

eo 

468 

433 
37 

28 

1,872 

1 

26 
1,214 

1,268 
1,130 

486 

7,912 

15 
51 

*  9 

6 

26 

4 

104 

2,786 

5,249 
110 

113 

6,515 

1 

129 
5,849 

4,223 
3,949 
1,604 

391 

2 
3 

"  2 
1 
1 

"23 
1,080 

33 

28 

5 

418 

362 

210 

175 

03 

2,490 

17 

838 

18 

62 

23 

71 

9 

2,316 

7,601 

19,683 
249 

1,113 

28,881 

5 

208 

2i,063 

15,796 

14,852 

8,197 

19,251 

Grand  Total     . . 

146,813 

18,083 

63,054 

5,808 

223,758 

Inclosure  3  in  No.  G. 

Return  of  the  Emigratioa  to  the  United  States  during  the  Years  1859,  1860,  1861, 

1862,  and  1863. 


Emigration  to  the 

Single  Men  to  the 

Irish  I'nii 

e:i*nti<»n  to 

Year. 

Total 
Emigration. 

United  States. 

United  States. 

the  Uuired  St«tes. 

1 

Numbers.  1  Proportion. 

! 

Numbers.     Proportion. 

Numbers. 

Proportion. 

1859 

120,432 

70,303 

58-37 

22,927 

32-61 

41,180 

58-57 

1860 

128,469 

87,500 

68-10 

27,547 

31-48 

5-2,103 

59-54 

1861 

91,7VO 

49,764 

54  22 

15,359 

30-86 

28,209 

56-68 

1862 

121,214 

68,706 

48*43 

19,398 

33  04 

33  621 

57  09 

1863 

223,768 

146,813 

65-61 

53,030 

3612 

94,477 

64-35 

Indosure  4  in  No.  6. 

Retuhn  of  Emigration  from  Ports  in  the  United  Kingdom  at  which  theie  are  Government 
Emigration  Officers,  for  the  Quarter  ended  31st  December,  1863. 


Fort  of  Departure. 

United 
States. 

British 
Nrh 
America. 

Australian 
Colonies. 

All  otlier 
Places. 

Total. 

• 

Lirerpool                ..             •• 
London   . .             . •            •  • 
Plymouth 
Southampton 

20,605 
456 

•  • 

724 
6 

.  . 

4,208 

3,941 

1,442 

649 

402 
793 

1,308 

■ 

25,839 
5,196 
1,442 
2,017 

Total  England 

20,961 

730 

10,240 

2.563 
07 

34,494 

Glasgow  and  G  i-ccnock         .  •             • . 

(Being  the  total  from  Scotlaixd.) 

326 

253 

357 

1,003 

Cjik 

Oalwa^     . .  ^ 
menck  . .  * 
Londonderry 
Tralee      •• 

4,728 
1,897 

'374 

•  • 

211 

•  • 

410 

4,939 
1,897 

'790 

Total  Lrelaud  •• 

6,990 

627 

•  • 

•• 

7,626 

Grand  Total 

28,286 

1,610 

10,597 

2,630 

43,123 

[171] 
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TabAb  showing  the  Origin  of  Um  Smignuts  con:q[>ri8ed  in  the  above  Emigration. 


Destination. 

English. 

Scotch. 

Irish. 

Foreigiiors. 

Notdis- 
tinffTUBhed. 

ToiaL 

United  States                   .. 
North  American  Colonies . . 
Australian  Colonies 
All  other  Places . . 

7,945 

498 

5,077 

1,059 

1,036 
242 

1,589 
283 

16,148 

651 

8,683 

221 

1,742 
169 
283 
668 

I,4fl0 

60 

66 

MO 

Ilii 

Total          

14,679 

8,050 

S0,698 

2,712 

2fiM 

48,128 

Emigration  for  the  underHnentioned  Periods  from  those  Ports  of  the  United  Kingdom 

at  which  there  are  Emigration  Officers. 

From  Liverpool. 


Quarter 
ended  3l8t 
Deecmber. 

United 
States. 

British 
North 
America. 

Australian 
Colonies. 

AU 
other 
Places. 

Total. 

Quarter 
ended  31st 
December. 

United 
states. 

British 

North 

America. 

Anstniwi 
Cokmiok 

AU 
other 

PkMS. 

Total, 

1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 

20,028 
34,155 
31,886 
44,555 
41,307 
33.079 
32,831 
25,308 
14,506 

14 

35 

21 

56 

318 

14 

619 

169 

39 

3 

112 

211 

344 

423 

8,095 

4,094 

9,468 

3,112 

176 
531 
266 
294 
63t 
129 
188 
92 
151 

20,221 
34,833 
32,334 
45,249 
42,680 
41,317 
37,732 
35,037 
17,808 

1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 

18,647 

13,411 
8,734 
8,760 

10,985 
4,297 
7,881 

20,505 

558 
283 
290 
540 
770 
852 
712 
724 

8,855 
6,614 
4,777 
4,274 
2,489 
3,742 
3,276 
4,208 

125 
79 
551 
1,430 
833 
346 
212 
402 

28,185 
20,387 
14,352 
15,004 
14,577 
9,237 
12,081 
25,839 

From  London,  Plymouth,  and  Southampton.* 


Quarter 
ended  3l8t 
December. 

United 
States. 

British 

North 

America. 

Australian 
Colonics. 

AU 

other 

Places. 

TotaL 

Quarter 
ended  31st 
December. 

United 
States. 

British 

North 
America. 

Australian 
Oobnies. 

AU 

other 

Places. 

Total. 

1847 

1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 

1,412 
8,927 
1,092 
1,689 
2,867 
3,091 
4,094 
3,153 
1,222 

10 
8 

73 
137 

10 
5 

*io 

1,836 
8,151 
6,859 
2,957 
6,100 

10,182 
e,193 

11,699 
4,159 

1,088 
852 
1,487 
1,201 
635 
720 
438 
501 
541 

4,346 
10.938 
9.511 
5,984 
9,612 
13,998 

ie,7«6 

^15,363 
5,92? 

1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 

1,708 
1,537 
385 
680 
743 
239 
171 
456 

352 

•  • 
11 

'12 

7 

«3 

6 

7,669 
5,225 
4,446 
$,385 
2,633 
1,075 

6,032 

1,149 

573 
3,632 
1,401 
IfiTt 

948 
2J61 

10,878 
7,403 
5,415 
6,697 
4,789 
5,393 
7f69» 
8,655  . 

From  Scotch  Ports. 


Quarter 
ended  31st 
December. 

United 
States. 

British 
North 
America. 

Australian 
Colonics. 

AU 
other 
Plaoee. 

Total. 

Quarter 
ended  31st 
December. 

United 
States. 

British 

North 

America. 

AustraUan 
Colonies. 

AU 
other 
Places. 

TotaL 

1847 

257 

9 

248 

66 

5S0 

1866 

658 

814 

58 

l,tm 

1848 

1,185 

3 

62 

34 

1,284 

1857 

452 

, , 

351 

76 

•7f 

1849 

3,298 

, , 

, , 

, , 

3,29e 

1858 

378 

•  • 

5? 

52 

w 

1850 

1,775 

8 

62 

58 

1,903 

1859 

248 

35 

617 

56 

956 

1851 

1,199 

7 

237 

81 

1,524 

1860 

144 

31 

458 

69 

702 

1852 

702 

5 

813 

57 

1,577 

1861 

88 

84 

366 

69 

552 

1853 

1,135 

, , 

631 

29 

1,795 

1862 

169 

316 

1,252 

73 

1,810 

1854 

717 

, . 

327 

56 

1,100 

1863 

326 

253 

357 

67 

1,003 

1855 

139 

•  • 

58 

36 

233 

*  The  EmigraiioB  from  Southampton  is  not  included  oatil  the  year  1M3. 
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Prom  Iri§h  Ports. 


Quarter 
ended  Slst 
Dtcomber. 

United 
States. 

British 

North 

Ameiiea. 

Coloniei. 

All 
other 
Flaees. 

Quarter 
Total.       ended  31st 
Decenaber. 

United 
SUtes. 

British 

North 

America. 

Australian 
Goloniea. 

All 
other 
Places. 

Total. 

1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 

ftOO 
7,850 

851 
3,836 
6,694 
2,059 
2,052 

769 

244 

473 

2,953 
4 

"l95 

•  • 
**307 

•  • 

4 
182 

*'io 

375 

•  • 

973 
7,254 
1,138 
3,836 
9,647 
2,009 
2,431 
1,076 

244 

1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 

10& 

'460 
1,429 
3,053 
i,l29 
2,355 
6'999 

3 

4 
32 
895 
248 
575 
627 

9 

14 
"770 

116 

1 
G 

231 
4 

470 
1,461 
3,962 
1,377 
3,700 
7,626 

Total  from  Emigration  Officers'  Stations  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


Quarter 
endddSlit 
December. 

United 
States. 

British 

North 

America, 

Australian 
Colonies. 

All 
other 
PUicee. 

Total. 

Quarter 
ended  31st 
December. 

United 
States. 

British 
North 
America. 

Colonies. 

All 
other 
Places. 

Total. 

1847 
1848 
•      1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 

22,197 
44,517 
37,077 
51,855 
52,067 
38,$31 
40,112 
29,947 
16,111 

506 
46 
94 

201 

3,288 

24 

623 

179 
39 

2.087 

8,325 

7,175 

3,363 

6,760 

19,090 

12,918 

2L801 

7,329 

1,330 

1,421 

1.936 

1,553 

1,348 

916 

1,030 

649 

728 

26,120 
54,309 
40.281 
56,972 
63.463 
58.961 
54,683 
52.576 
24,207 

1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 

21,119 
15,400 

9,957 
11,117 
14,925 

5,698 
10,576 
28,286 

910 

286 

305 

607 

1,708 

1,191 

1,626 

1,610 

16,847 

12,190 

9,276 

7,276 

5,594 

8,183 

12,049 

10,597 

1,448 
797 
1,162 
5,118 
1,803 
1,487 
1,033 
2,630 

40,324 
28,673 
20,719 
24,118 
24,030 
16,559 
25,284 
43,123 

» 

Inclosure  6  in  No.  6. 


Rbtubn  of  Emigration  from  the  United 

Kingdom 

for  the  Year  1863. 

Port  of  Departure. 

United 
States. 

British 

North 

America. 

Aasttalian 
Colonies. 

All  other 
Places. 

Total. 

Liverpool 

I^ondon    ••            ••            ••            ••            •• 

PlymotilAi               •  1            .  •            •  •            .  • 
BoiitiniitipU^         •  •             •  t            •  • 

109,113 
4,082 

•  • 

7,912 
240 
160 

•  t 

19,672 

18,248 

7,650 

2,680 

1,102 
2,901 

1,868 

187,799 

25,466 

7,800 

8,948 

Total  England  from  ports  at  which  there  are 

Emkration  Officers 
Total  from  all  other  Pttvto     .. 

118,196 
40 

8,802 
89 

48,140 
58 

6,871 
£9 

175,018 
196 

Total  Bngknd 

113,286 

8,341 

48,203 

5,480 

176,209 

Glasgow  ftnd  Qsaoioek 

879 

4,080 

3,285 

240 

7,890 

Total  Scotland  from  ports  at  which  there 

are  Emigration  Officers 
Total  from  all  oth^  ports 

879 

4,036 

8,235 
40 

240 

1 

7,890 
41 

Total  Scotland 

879 

4,036 

8,275 

241 

7,981 

Cork 

iiiaiwaT    ••            ••            ••            ••            •• 

Limenck**            «.            ••            •• 

Iiondondeny          •  •            •  •            •  •           •  • 

26,640 
8,487 

*8*567 

1,087 
184 
188 

4,167 

1,576 

•  • 

•  • 

28,163 
8,671 

188 
7,724 

Total  Ireland  from  ports  at  which  there  are 

Emigration  Officers   « *            ,  • 
Total  from  all  other  ports            .. 

82,544 
656 

5,616 
190 

1,676 

•  • 

**137 

89,686 
982 

Total  Ireland  •  •            •  • 

88,10» 

6,706 

1,576 

187 

40,618 

tion  Officers              •  •            •  •            •  • 

Total  from  all  other  ports 

146,118 
695 

17,854 
229 

62,956 
98 

5,611 
197 

222,689 
1,219 

Gfrand  Total  United  Kingdom     •  • 

146,818 

18,083 

63,054 

5,808 

228.768 

D  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Tablc  showing  the  Origin  of  the  Emignugts  oompriaed  in  the  abore  Enugration. 


Deatiution. 

EngUah. 

Seotcb. 

Iriah. 

Foragnera. 

Notdia* 
goiabed. 

TotaL 

Umted  Stetea     .. 

North  American  Golooiea . .            . . 

Aoatamliao  Coloniea 

AU  otiier  Haoea . . 

82,670 
ifiSO 

24,654 
1,469 

8,481 

84«S 

8,118 

468 

94,477 

8,847 

17,890 

677 

6,820 
418 
918 
677 

Ills. 

146,818 

18,088 

68,064 

5,806 

Total 

61,248 

16.880 

ll*8»l 

7388 

1     28,061 

228,758 

No.  7. 

Mr.  Waddington  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  February  150 

Sir,  Whitehall,  February      .  1864* 

I  AM  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  to  transmit  to  70%  for  the  informataoa 
of  Earl  Russell^  as  bearing  on  the  question  of  Foreign  Enlistment^  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Colonial  OfiSce,  forwarding  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Colomal  Land  and 
Emigration  Commissioners,  with  Tables  annexed. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  WADDINGTON. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  7.  • 

8ir  F.  Rogers  to  Mr.  Waddington. 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  February  10, 1864* 

r  AM  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  information  of 

Secretary 'Sir  George  Grey,  as  bearing  on  the  <^uestion  of  Foreign  Enliatment,  a  copy  of 

a  letter  from  the  Colonial  Laud  and  Emigration  Commissioners^  forwardiag  the  usnal 

Return  of  the  emigration  from  the  United  Kingdom  for  tiie  quMterand  for  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1864. 

By  the  annexed  Tables  it  appears  that  in  the  three  years  preceding  1862  (in  which 

the  efiects  of  the  recruitment  may  haye  begun  to  be  sensible),  the  emigration  to  the 

United  States  was  composed  as  follows  :— 


jie  men  •  • 
Others         •• 


65,883 
U1,7S4 


Total 


•  •       207,667 

The  proportion  of  single  men  to  others  was  therefore  46*4  to  100. 
In  1863  the  number  of  persons  other  than  single  mm  who  emigrated  was  93,783. 
If  the  normal  proportion  of  46*4  to  100  had  been  preserved  in  1863,  tiie  number  of 
single  men  would  have  been  about  43'476.  It  was  actually  53,030.  That  is,  the  endgration 
of  single  men  was  about  10,000  more  than  the  experience  of  the  three  years  preceding 
1862  would  have  led  us  to  expect.  This  furnishes  a  faint  ground  for  conjecturing  that 
recruitment  may  hare  gone  on  to  about  that  extent. 

I  am,  &c 
(Signed)  FREDERIC  ROGERS 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  7. 

Mr.  Murdoch  to  Sir  F.  Rogers,  Janwrry  33, 1864. 

[See  Inclosure  1  in  No.  6.J 
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Inclosnrb  8  iii  No.  7. 

Emigration  Returns^ 

[See  IndoBores  %  9,  4,  and  5  in  No.  6.J 


No- 8. 
Mr.  Waddington  to  Mr.  Hamnumd.'—ifieceioed  February  19.) 

(Extract)  Whitehall,  February  19, 1864. 

BEFEBRING  to  the  previons  correspondence  relative  to  an  alleged  breach  of  the 
Foreign  Enlistment  Act  by  Mr.  Patrick  H.  Finney,  I  am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir 
George  Grey  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell^  that  the  papers  in  the 
case  haying  been  laid  before  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland,  they  delivered  an 
opinion,  dated  the  2nd  instant.  The  Crown  Solicitor  having  been  instructed  to  act  upon 
that  opinion  with  regard  to  procuring  further  evidence  from  the  witness  William  Pike, 
obtained  from  him  a  statement  in  writing,  which  has  also  been  submitted  to  the  Law 
Officers,  who  are  of  ophuon  that  the  evidence  would  not  be  sufficient  to  sustain  a. 
prosecution. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  WADDINGTON. 

No.  9- 

Mr.  Waddington  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  February  27.) 

Sir,  Whitehall,  February  26,  1864. 

BEKESHBUTQ  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  on  the  subject  of 
recruiting  in  Xreland  for  the  Federal  Government  of  America,  I  am  directed  by  S^retary 
Sir  George  Grey  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a  report 
received  bv  the  Iridi  Government  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Dublin  Police,  describing 
the  embarkation  of  the  first  party  of  emigrants  despatched  by  the  agency  of  P.  J.  Finney. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  WADDINGTON. 


Inclosure  in  No.  9. 

Report. 

Dublin  Metropolitan  Police,  February  23,  1864. 
I  BEG  to  state  that  I  find  that  P.  J .  Finney  procured  an  office  in  the  back-room  of  a 
cottage  in  Guild  Street  in  this  city,  where  a  number  of  young  men  assembled  on  yesterday^ 
forty-three  of  whom  received  dockets  from  him  which  they  subsequently  presented  to  the 
Office  of  Mr.  Delany,  13,  North  Wall,  where  they  were  furnished  with  tlctkets  to  pneeed 
to  Liverpool  by  the  ^^  Trafalgar  "  steamer  which  sailed  from  North  Wall  on  last  eveniug. 
On  their  arrivd  in  Liverpool  they  will  embark  in  one  of  the  Oriental  Steam  Company's 
vessels,  and  be  forwarded  to  Bo^n  per  arrangement  made  by  Messrs*  Sable  and 
Searle,  Shipping  Agents,  Water  Street,  Livernool. 

It  is  said  that  about  the  same  number  wul  leave  per  this  evening's  steamer.    They 
areengaged,  as  it  is  said,  to  work  upon  railways,  &c»,  and  all  are  of  the  labouring  dass, 
and  strong  athletic  young  men. 

(Signed)  DANIEL  BTAN,  Supenntendent. 

Submitted. 
(Signed)  J.  L.  O.  Fxrrall* 

February  23,  1864. 
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Ho.  10. 

Mr.  Waddmgton  to  Mr*  Hommm^^Received  March  1.) 

Sir,  Whihhall,  February  29,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  the  previous  correspondence  on  the  same  subjedL  I  am  directed 
by  Secretary  Sir  Ckorge  Grey  lo  Irwsmit  to  you,  for  the  information  or  Earl  fiusseO,  a 
copy  of  a  report  which  has  been  received  by  the  Irish  Government  from  the  Dublin  Police 
respecting  the  embarkation  of  fifty-five  young  m^n  by  the  agency  of  f.  J,  Finney. 

I  tUCL,  8ct. 
(Signed)  H.  WADDINQTON. 


In^losnre  in  Ko.  10. 

Import. 

DvbUn  Metropolitan  Police,  SuperinienderU^e  Offtoe, 
G  Division,  February  2i,  1864. 
REFERRING  to  my  report  of  yesterday  respecting  P.  J.  Finney,  I  beg  to  state 
that  fifty-five  young  men  of  the  cUtss  therein  described  left  this  city  6n  yesterday  evening 
per  steamer  for  Liverpool.    It  id  said  that  the  vessel  which  shall  convey  them  to  Boston 
shall  sail  from  Liverpool  on  to-morrow. 

/SUiyUAd^  TVAXmUL   RYAM,    fttmrrimlrmfinmf 

The  Commissioners  of  Police. 
Submitted. 

J.  L.  0'Fkrr4ll. 
February  21,  18^4. 
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Papers  relating  to  the  Seizure  of  the  United  States'  Steamer 

*^  ChesapeaJke/' 


No.  1. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  December  22.) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  December  11,  1863. 

THE  inclosed  extract  from  the  *'New  York  HeraW  of  yesterday  will  make  your 
Lordship  acquainted  with  the  mtelHgence  which  has  been  received  here  of  the  seizure  of 
an  American  steamer  the  "  Chesapeake,"  plying  between  New  York  and  Portland,  by  a 
party  of  men  who  embarked  as  passengers  at  New  York.  The  master  and  crew  appear 
to  have  been  landed  at  Partridge  Island  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick. 

I  have  not  had  any  communication  with  the  United  States'  Government  about  this 
affair,  nor  have  I  received  any  intelligence  concerning  it  except  that  contained  in 
newspapers. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  in  No.  1. 

Extract  from  the  ''New  York  Herald''  of  December  10,  1863. 

Murder  and  Piracy.     Capture  of  the  steamer  '^Chesapeake/*  of  New  Ycfk,  bv 

Rebel  Passengers. 

St.  John's,  New  Brunswtcl(,  December  9,  1863. 

THE  steamer  ''Chesapeake,"  Captain  "WiUetts,  from  New  York  for  Portland^ 
Maine,  was  taken  possession  of  on  Monday  morning  last,  between  1  and  2  o'clock,  by 
sixteen  rebel  passengers. 

The  second  engineer  of  the  steamer  was  shot  dead  and  his  body  thrown  overboard. 

The  first  engineer  was  shot  in  the  chin,  but  was  retained  on  board. 

The  first  mate  was  badly  wounded  in  the  groin. 

Eleven  or  twelve  shots  were  fired  at  the  captain. 

After  being  overpowered,  the  captain  was  put  into  irons,  and  the  passengers  were 
notified  that  they  were  prisoners  of  war  to  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

The  steamer  came-to  oflT  Pratridge  Island,  at  about  1  o'clock  this  morning. 

The  crew  and  passengers,  except  the  first  engineer,  were  put  on  board  a  boat  and  sent 
to  this  city. 

The  steamer  then  sailed  in  an  easterly  direction,  and  was  subsequently  seen  alongside 
another  vessel.     It  is  supposed  that  she  took  on  board  a  supply  of  coal  from  her. 

The  attack  took  place  about  twenty-one  miles  east  of  Cape  Cod. 

Captain  Willetts  and  the  passengers  per  the  *'  Chesapeake  "  are  now  at  the  Mansion 
House. 

The  steamer  and  cargo  were  valued  at  $180,000. 

The  steamer  sailed  from  New  York  on  Saturday  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  and  was  one  of 
the  regular  line  plying  between  New  York  and  Portland. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  it  was  the  "  Chesapeake"  that  captured  Captain  Reed  and  \m 
Mrty  when  they  attempted  to  run  away  with  the  cutter  "  Cushing*'  from  the  harbour  c£ 
Portland. 

The  following  tel^raphic  despatch  was  received  by  Mr.  Cromwell : — 

[157]  B  2 
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''  H.  B.  Cromwell  &  Co.  '*  Portland,  December  9,  1863. 

"  Steamer  '  Chesapeake  ^  was  captured  twenty-one  miles  north-north-east  off  Cape 
Cod,  at  ^  past  1  a.m.,  on  Monday,  by  rebels,  who  left  New  York  as  passengers.  Second 
engineer  killed  and  thrown  overboard.     Chief  engineer  and  mate  wounded. 

"  Captain  Willetts  and  crew  were  landed  at  St.  John  this  morning. 

"From  United  States'  Consul,  St.  John's." 

^^Portlandt  Maine,  December  9,  1863 
*'  Deputy  Collector  Bird  has  applied  to  the  Washington  authorities  for  permission  to 
despatch  the  *  Agawam, '  the  new  gun-boat  now  furnishing  here,  after  the  *  Chesapeake,'' 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Collector  is  fitting  her  out  with  guns,  men,  and  provisions.  Two 
detachments  of  soldiers  have  been  fiimished  for  the  expedition  by  Brigadier-General 
Rowley,  from  the  Conscript  Camp,  and  Major  Andrews  from  Port  Preble.  She  will  sail 
about  6  o'clock  this  evening,  under  command  of  Captain  Webster,  of  the  revenue  cutter 
*  Dobbin. '     Citizens  are  volunteering  as  crew." 

Additional  Details. 

The  public  were  thrown  into  a  fever  of  excitement  yesterday  by  the  above  telegrams 
announcing  that  a  party  of  pirates,  who  embarked  as  passengers  on  board  the  steamer 
^*  Chesapeake,''  had  captured  her  after  some  resistance  by  the  oflScers,  about  twenty-one 
miles  west  of  Cape  Cod.  The  boldness  of  the  affair  was  a  theme  of  universal  conversation, 
and  a  large  number  of  persons  interested  in  the  passenger  list  and  cargo  immediately  sought 
the  office  of  the  owners,  H.  B.  Cromwell  &  Co.,  to  learn  farther  of  the  particulars. 
Marshal  Murray  was  notified  early,  and  took  possession  of  the  passenger  list,  with  a  view 
to  further  the  ends  of  justice. 

From  all  we  can  learn  th^re  were  only  seven  passengers  who  purchased  passage  ticketa 
for  Portland,  Maine,  while  a  dozen  or  more  persons,  dressed  shabbily,  some  as  returned 
soldiers,  went  on  board  and  purchased  their  tickets  of  the  clerk  of  the  boat.  This  not  being 
an  unfrequent  method  of  doing  business,  of  course  would  not  create  any  suspicions  either 
in  the  mind  of  the  clerk  or  captain.  Among  the  seven  passengers  who  obtained  their 
tickets  at  the  office  was  one  person  who  stated  to  the  clerk  that  he  was  an  old  sea-captain, 
and  preferred  this  mode  of  reaching  Portland  on  account  of  its  being  the  pleasantest  and 
cheapest.  Before  she  started  some  fifteen  persons  were  counted  on  her  deck  j  but  even  at 
the  office  nothing  was  thought  of  it. 

She  was  full  of  freight,  consisting  of  cotton,  rags,  provisions,  and  general  merchandise. 
She  only  carries  about  thirty  tons  of  coal,  which  is  enough  to  last  her  for  the  round  trip, 
and  had  not  more  than  three  days'  coal  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  so  that  the  rebels  cannot 
go  very  far  with  her.  She  carried  two  guns,  six-pounders,  one  brass  and  the  other  iron, 
several  revolvers,  and  some  other  firearms. 

It  is  not  known  whether  there  was  any  powder  on  board,  but  it  is  supposed  there  was 
not  much.  Her  sails  are  small  and  cannot  be  depended  upon.  There  was  no  war  risk, 
and  the  value  of  the  vessel  is  over  60,000  dollars.  It  is  not  known  whether  the  cargo 
was  insured.  The  captain  is  expected  to  arrive  here  to-day,  and  then  the  full  particulars 
will  be  obtained. 

The  steam-propeller  "Chesapeake"  was  owned  by  H.  B.  Cromwell,  of  this  city,  and 
was  a  splendid  vessel  in  every  respect.  She  was  built  in  1853,  by  J.  A.  Westervelt,  was 
460  tons  burthen,  and  eleven  feet  draft  of  water,  built  of  oak,  schooner-rigged,  and  had  a 
direct  acting  engine  of  200  horse-power,  one  cylinder  of  forty  inches,  and  forty-two  inch 
piston.  She  has  always  been  a  popular  boat  on  this  route,  and  was  the  vessel  which 
chased  Captain  Reid,  of  the  "  Tacony, "  at  the  time  of  his  famous  foray  in  Portland 
Harbour,  June  27,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  his  vessel,  the  schooner  *' Archer.  '* 

The  ''Chesapeake''  carried  a  crew  of  about  twenty  persons,  who  were,  no  doubt,  so 
scattered  throughout  the  vessel  that  they  did  not  have  time  to  collect  and  retain  possession 
of  the  steamer.  The  officers  no  doubt  made  a  desperate  resistance,  as  the  becond  engineer, 
Mr.  Orin  Schaffer,  was  shot  dead  and  his  body  thrown  overboard  ;  and  the  chief  officer  and 
chief  engineer  were  wounded. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  her  officers  and  crew:— Captain — Isaac  Willetts ;  Mate — 
Chas.  Johnson,  wounded;  Second  Mate — Daniel  Henderson;  Engineers — First,  James 
Johnson,  wounded  ;  Second,  Orin  Schaffer,  killed ;  Third,  August  Strebeck ;  Firemen — 
Patrick  Conner,  R.  Tracey,  John  Murphy;  Seamen— Albion  Alsen,  Thos.  Hudson,  Peter 
Westerman,  David  Hopkins ;  Steward — P.Kelly;  Stewardess — Jenny  Borguine;  Cook — 
A.  Peterson;  Waiters — Peter  Whalen,  and  two  or  three  others. 

The  capture  was  made  at  half-past  1  o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  when  there  was 
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only  one-half  of  the  crew  on  duty,  the  others  being  below  asleep.  Mr.  Schaffer,  the  Seconcf 
Assistant  Engineer,  was,  no  doubt,  on  watch,  and  probably  lost  his  life  while  endeavouring 
to  protect  the  property  of  his  employers,  and  vindicate  the  honour  of  his  flag.  He  has 
been  a  long  time  in  the  employ  of  this  line,  and  has  always  won  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
his  employers.  He  was  a  young  man  and  leaves  a  wife  and  children.  The  captain  waa 
probably  asleep,  as  it  was  midnight,  and  the  task  of  capturing  the  vessel  was  an  easy  one^ 
when  confided  to  the  hands  of  the  dozen  or  more  villains  who  had  matured  their 
hellish  plans. 

There  are  grounds  for  supposing  that  these  murdering  pirates  intend  running  the 
blockade  with  their  prize,  as  it  has  been  ascertained  that  500  packages  invoiced  as 
merchandize  contained  liquors,  bonded  for  Montreal,  were  on  board.  The  acquisition  of 
her  cargo,  which  is  a  valuable  one,  and  the  steamer,  which  would  be  also  valuable  to  convey 
it  into  Wilmington,  would  tempt  almost  any  determined  band  of  sea-devils  to  hazard  such 
a  bold  act,  and  as  the  city  has  been  full  of  men  who  have  run  the  blockade  several  times,,, 
it  is  fair  to  suppose  some  of  them  have  had  a  hand  in  the  operation. 

This  affair  should  stir  up  the  Navy  Department  to  the  possibility  of  the  ** Alabama*' 
or  '*  Greorgia  *'  being  in  the  vicinity,  for  it  will  be  remembered  that  when  the  ^'  Tacony" 
made  her  raid  upon  the  fisherm.en  the  **  Florida ''  was  not  far  distant.  This  may  be  a 
preconcerted  thing  to  draw  out  a  large  number  of  armed  chartered  government  gunboats, 
and  the  regular  privateers  would  like  no  better  fun  than  to  capture  a  half-a-dozen  or  more 
of  that  class  of  vessels.  The  rebels  would  loudly  sing  the  praises  of  their  corsairs,  while 
France  and  England  would  taunt  us  on  the  inefficiency  of  our  naval  vessels.  It  may  be 
that  these  now  unknown  men  are  a  portion  of  the  Johnson's  Island  rebels,  who,  frustrated, 
in  their  plans  for  success  in  that  quarter,  have  come  into  this  locality,  where  quietly  they 
have  planned  the  capture  of  this  or  some  other  vessel  by  which  to  make  havoc  upon  the 
sea,  and  knowing  full  well  if  captured  they  will  only  be  subjected  to  a  short  confinement, 
fed  and  clothed  well,  and  then  set  adrift,  to  make  as  much  more  mischief  as  they  deem 
proper.  At  any  rate,  the  blockade-runners  brought  to  grief  should  not  be  allowed  to  go  at 
large  when  captured. 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  the  capture  of  the  **  Chesapeake  '*  reached  the  Brooklyn  S^avy 
Yard,  Admiral  Paulding  and  Commodore  Radford  set  to  work  to  fit  out  a  fleet  to  be  sent 
in  pursuit  of  the  prize.  The  **  Sebago,'*  **  Grand  Gulf,"  and  **  Vicksburg,^'  being  the 
most  suitable,  and  the  nearest  ready  for  sea,  a  large  gang  of  men  were  set  to  work  to  get 
them  ready  as  quickly  as  possible.  They  were  worked  upon  all  night,  and  will  be  off  at  ai> 
early  hour  this  morning.  Other  vessels  will  be  despatched  as  soon  as  they  can  be  got 
ready. 

The  *^  Vicksburg  '^  is  a  new  vessel,  and  this  will  be  her  first  cruise,  and  it  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  expressed  desire  of  her  officers  that  she  should  be  sent  on  special  service. 
She  now  has  an  opportunity  to  do  something.     The  following  is  a  list  of  her  officers  : — 

Lieutenant-Commander — Daniel  L.  Braine ;  Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer — 
Jas.  H.  Rogers ;  Acting  Assistant-Paymaster — ^T.  E.  Smith  ;  Acting  Assistant-Surgeon — 
T.  W.  Bennett ;  Acting  Ensigns— J.  H.  Harris,  F.  G.  Osborne,  and  W.  H.  Bryant ;  Engineers 
— Second  Assistants,  H.  A.  Delius  (in  charge),  H.  P.  Gregory ;  Third  Assistants, 
J.  L.  Bright,  A.  F.  Nagle  and  H.  L.  Slosson;  Acting  Master's  Mates— Aaron  Vanderbilt, 
W.  O.  M.  d'Aubigne  and  Robert  Elder ;  Captain's  Clerk — Jas.  W.  Jones  ;  Paymaster's 
Clerk — ^Thos.  A.  Simonson. 

The  ''Grand  Gulf"  is  also  a  new  vessel,  and  has  only  made  a  short  cruise  off 
Wilmington.     Annexed  is  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  '*  Grand  Gulf  "  : — 

Commander — George  M.  Ransom;  Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer — Frederick 
Rogers;  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  —  George  B.  Higginbotham ;  Acting  Assistant 
Paymaster— Edward  B.  Southworth ;  Acting  Ensigns — Charles  H.  Frisbie,  Charles  H. 
Cadieu,  John  Boyle,  and  Hans  J.  Ipsen ;  Engineers — Acting  Second  Assistants,  George 
W.  Shank  (in  charge),  Campbell  McEwan ;  Acting  Third  Assistants,  Samuel  V.  StilUngs, 
Benjamin  James,  and  Joel  M.  Wheeler ;  Acting  Gunner — B.  C.  Betts ;  Acting  Master's 
Mates — James  Courtney,  Thomas  Mason,  Harrison  B.  Cleaves ;  Commander's  Clerk — 
William  S.  Dick  ;  Paymaster's  Clerk— Albert  B.  Gillet. 

The  '*  Sebago  "  is  one  of  the  fastest  double-enders  in  the  service,  and  as  her  list  of 
officers  was  not  completed  last  evening,  we  are  unable  to  procure  it.  The  '^  Dawn ''  and 
several  other  vessels  will  be  despatched  to-day,  and  possibly  the  revenue-cutter  *'  Miami.'* 
At  Boston,  the  *'Ticonderoga,"  ''Hendrik  Hudson,"  and  others  were  rumoured  to  have 
sailed  last  evening. 

The  Navy  Department  is  awake,  and  in  all  its  watchfulness  it  should  not  forget  to 
warn  the  Wilmington  blockaders  that  the  '*  Chesapeake  "  may  come  along  and  report  that 
she  is  bound  to  Beaufort  or  Charleston,  and  thus  get  the  weather-guage  of  them.     Yet  it  i? 
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possible  that,  having  taken  in  a  supply  of  coal  from  the  vessel  she  was  seen  alongside  of, 
she  will  go  forth  to  sink,  bum,  and  destroy  inoflFensive  merchaDtmen. 

The  following  strange  story  appeared  in  one  of  the  sensation  evening  papers  on 
Monday.  It  was  thought  at  first  to  be  connected  in  some  way  with  the  "  Chesapeake'* 
affair ;  but  the  dates  do  not  correspond,  and  the  "  Patapsco  "  lies  quietly  moored  alongside 
of  her  dock.  It  is  a  strange  coincident  of  facts,  and  may  be  possibly  the  doings  of  some 
wicked  sensationist ;  but,  be  it  true  or  not  in  foundation,  it  might  have  been  thrown  over 
from  the  '*  Chesapeake,"  and  the  name  given  wrong  as  well  as  the  dates,  or  it  may  have 
been  done  by  one  of  the  party  of  pirates,  who  threw  it  over  while  half  drunk,  so  that  in 
the  event  of  its  being  picked  up  it  would  be  but  the  forerunner  of  events  to  take  place  : — 


" To  the  Editors  of- 


^* Monday f  December  I,  1863, 
"  Yesterday,  about  dark,  I  picked  up  a  bottle  in  the  Sound,  with  a  white  rag  tied  about 
the  neck,  and  found  this  paper.     I  send  it  to  you,  thinking  it  might  be  of  importance.     1 
put  one  of  my  boys  ashore  at  Harlem  and  send  it  to  you,     I  will  be  in  the  city  to-morrow, 
and  will  call  on  you. 

(Signed)  "J.  Williams,  Master  schooner  *  Betsey' 

"  *  On  hoard  *  Patapsco^   Sunday  morningy  daylight. 

"  '  Last  night,  about  12  o'clock,  the  captain  and  oflScers  of  the  '^  Patapsco"  were  seized 
by  a  band  of  ruflSans,  between  twenty  and  thirty  in  number,  who  had  taken  passage  on 
board  a'  New  York. 

•'  *  They  were  all  thoroughly  armed,  and  among  their  number  were  engineers  and  sailing- 
masters,  who  immediately  took  charge  of  the  vessel.  The  passengers  had  nearly  all  retired, 
and  all  hands  were  so  completely  surprised  that  resistance  was  out  of  the  question.  The 
captain  and  officers  were  handcuffed  and  confined  below,  as  also  were  all  the  passengers. 
I  shall  throw  this  overboard  in  a  bottle. 

**  *  Two  hours  later. 
**  *  There  has  been  a  great  bustle  on  deck.  A  vessel  is  alongside,  and  cannon  is  being 
transferred  to  one  vessel.  The  craft  alongside  is  a  steamer,  and  from  what  I  can  see  of  her 
through  my  state-room  window,  she  is  pierced  for  cannon.  From  a  conversation  I  over- 
heard I  gathered  that  there  were  two  other  vessels  near  by,  to  co-operate  with  them.  Look 
out  for  a  formidable  raid  somewhere.^  " 

The  Latest. 

Portland,  Maine j  December  9,  1863,  10  p.m. 

A  private  despatch,  received  this  evening,  says  there  are  many  suspicious  characters 
about  St.  John's,  and  there  are  hints  of  a  plot  against  the  steamer  ^*  New  England." 

Permission  has  arrived  to  put  the  gun-boat  '*  Agawam  "  in  commission,  which  Deputy 
Collector  Bird  had  already  taken  the  responsibility  of  doing. 

Boston,  December  9,  1863. 
The  United  States'  gunboat    "  Acacia ''    left   here  this  evening  to  seamh  ior  the 
'^Chesapeake." 

No.  2. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  RusselL — {Received  December  26.) 

My  Lord,  Washington^  December  15>  1863. 

ON  the  1 1th  instant,  a  few  minutes  after  I  had  sent  off  my  despatch  to  youir  Lrordship 
of  that  day,  Mr.  Seward  called  upon  xne  and  showed  me  a  telegram  which  he  had 
just  received  from  the  United  States'  Vice  Consul  at  Halifax.  It  had  been  not  very 
correctly  transmitted,  but  the  substEiace  of  it  appeared  to  be  that  the  **  Chesapeake  "  had 
been  taken,  by  the  passengers  who  seized  her,  into  the  port  of  Shelburn  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  that  the  Crown  lawyers  at  Halifax  were  deliberating  on  the  case.  Mr.  Seward  begged 
me  to  address  a  telegraphic  despatch  to  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  to  request,  in  tbtt 
name  of  this  Govemment,  that  all  proper  measures  might  be  taken  to  prevei^t  tbp  escape 
of  the  vessel.  The  result  of  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Seward  was  that  I  dispfttehed  m 
telegram  to  General  Doyle,  the  Administrator  of  the  Government  of  Nova  Sdotii^  atatwg 
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that  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  requested  me  to  beg  him  to  take  all 
measures  compatible  with  international  and  municipal  law,  in  order  that  justice  might  be 
done  in  the  case.  General  Doyle  having  replied  that  the  '^  Chesapeake  *'  had  not  entered 
any  port  within  his  jurisdiction,  I  dispatched,  at  Mr.  Seward's  request,  a  telegram  to  the 
Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  to  the  same  effect  as  that  which  I  had  sent  to  Nova  Scotia, 
I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  copies  of  correspondence  which  I  have  had  on  the 

subj^t 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


mim9^F^mr^^^m 


Tnclosure  1  in  No,  2. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

My  dear  Sir,  Washington,  December  12,  1863. 

I  HAVE  just  received  a  telegram  from  the  Administrator  of  the  Government  ot 
Nova  Scotia,  stating  that  the' "  Chesapeake  "  has  not  put  into  any  port  in  that  Colony.  My 
impression  was  that  the  telegram  you  showed  me  before  dinner  yesterday  came  from  your 
Vice-Consul  at  Halifax,  and  that  he  stated  that  the  Crown  lawyers  there  were  considering 
the  case. 

Yo\irs,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS^ 


Indosure  2  in  No.  2. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  I/yons. 

My  dear  Lord  Lyons,  Saturday  evening,  December  12,  1863. 

YOUR  impression  in  regard  to  Ae  telegram  was  correct.  Will  you  have  the  kindness 
to  repeat  your  despatch  to  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  as  the  **  Chesapeake  '*  may 
have  put  into  one  of  the  ports  of  that  Proviace? 

Yours,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

No.  3. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Edri  Rnsselt.'-^Reeeivtd  Jaimw/fy  5,  WW.Jf 

(Extract.)  Washington,  December  21,  1863. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  15th  instant^  I  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  further  correspondence  relative  to  the  American 
steamer  ^'  Chesapeake,"  which  was  taken  possession  of  at  sea  hy  some  of  the  passengers, 
who  overpowered  the  master  and  crew. 

Your  Lordship  will  find  among  the  correspondence  a  note  from  Mr.  Seward  to  me, 
informing  me,  by  direction  of  the  President,  that  this  Gai^mment  has  not  authorized,  and 
does  not  propose  to  justify,  any  exercise  whatever  of  authority  by  its  agents  within  the 
waters  or  on  the  soil  of  Nova  Scotia;  and  that  if  any  such  authority  has  been  assumed 
this  Government  will  at  once  express  its  profound  regret,  and  stands  ready,  in  that  case, 
to  make  amends  which  shall  be  entirely  ss^faotory.  •    •  ;; 

I  have  deemed  it  right  to  be  content  with  this  assurance  until  I  shflAl  reodve  fuller 
information  of  what  has  occurred  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
views  and  wishes  of  the  Administrator  of  the  (brovemment  of  the  Province. 

An  account  of  my  communications  with  Mr.  Seward  on  the  subject  is  contained  in 
the  letter  to  Major-General  Doyle  which  forms  the  last  inclosure  in  this  despatch. 


Inclosare  I  mlS^o.  3. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Department  cf  State,  Washinaton,  December  16,  1868. 

THIS  Department  is  in  possession  of  authentic  infiDnnation  that  among  the  persons 
who  recently  committed  p»acy  and  murder  on  board  the  United  States'  isteamer  **  Chesa- 
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peake/'  were  t>vo  named  Braine  and  Parr  respectively,  and  that  they  have  take  refuge  in 
the  British  Province  of  New  Brunswick  or  Nova  Scotia.  As  it  is  desirable  that  they 
should  be  detained  there  until  the  formal  affidavits  can  be  forwarded  with  a  view  to  tlieir 
extradition  for  trial  in  this  country,  I  will  thank  you  to  request  Her  Majesty's  authorities 
to  do  anything  which  can  be  legally  done  for  that  purpose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  3. 
Ix>rd  Lyons  to  lAeutenant-Oovemor  Gordon  (and  Major^General  Doyle). 

/(Telegrapliic.)  Washington,  December  16,  1863. 

THE  United  States'  Government  informs  me  officially  that  it  has  authentic  intelligence 
that  Braine  and  Parr,  two  men  charged  with  having  committed  piracy  and  murder  on 
board  the  United  States'  steamer  "Chesapeake,"  have  taken  refuge  in  Nova  Scotia  or 
New  Brunswick ;  and  it  requests  the  British  authorities  to  do  ahything  which  can  be 
legally  done  to  detain  the  two  men  until  formal  affidavits  can  be  forwarded  with  a  view  to 
their  extradition  for  trial.  The  Secretary  of  State  suggests  that  if  it  be  alleged  that  the 
men  were  belligerents,  and  that  their  acts  were  acts  of  lawful  warfare,  the  proper  time  for 
examining  this  plea  will  be  when  the  propriety  of  complying  with  an  actual  demand  for 
extradition  shall  be  under  consideration.  I  have  answered  that  it  is  certain  that  your 
Excellency  will  act  in  exact  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  municipal  law  and 

.international  law  and  comity. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  3. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  8eward. 


My  dear  Sir,  Washington,  December  16,  1863. 

1  SEND  you  a  copy  of  the  telegram  which  I  have  despatched  to  the  Administrator  of 
the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  consequence  of  the  note  which  I  received  from  you 
this  morning  respecting  the  affair  of  the  "  Chesapeake,''  and  the  conversation  which  I  had 
with  you  on  the  subject  afterwards. 

I  have  despatched  an  identic  telegram  to  the  Lieutenant-Gcvemor  of  New 
Brunswick. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  3. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  dear  Lord  Lyons,  Department  of  State,  Washington,  Dece^nber  17,  1863. 

I  HAVE  received  your  note  of  yesterday,  and  thank  you  for  the  further  proof  of 
courtesy  and  attention  shown  in  the  telegram  to  the  Executives  of  New  Brunswick  and 
Nova  Scotia,  a  copy  of  which  you  have  sent  me. 

Very  truly,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  3. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Lieutenant^Oovemor  Gordon. 


(Extract.)  Washington,  December  17,  1663. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  telegram  which  I 
despatched  to  you  yesterday  in  consequence  of  a  note  which  I  received  in  the  morning 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  of  a  conversation  which  I  had  with 
him  later  in  the  day.  I  despatched  simultaneously  an  identic  telegram  to  the  Administrator 
of  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia. 
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Inclosure  6  in  No.  3. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  18,  1863. 

THE  **  Chesapeake '^  is  a  regularly  licensed  American  steamer,  plying  the  coasting 
trade,  carrying  passengers  and  freight  between  the  city  of  New  York  and  Portland,  in  the 
State  of  Maine.  On  the  5th  of  December  last,  under  the  care  of  her  Captain  (Willett), 
with  a  crew  in  all  consisting  of  seventeen  persons,  old  and  young,  male  and  female,  she 
took  on  board  at  New  York  sixteen  unsuspected  passengers,  all  of  whom  paid  their  fares, 
and  she  set  out  at  half-past  3  in  the  afternoon  on  her  voyage  to  Portland.  On  Monday 
the  7th  instant,  at  half-past  1  in  the  morning,  the  steamer  then  being  off  Cape  Cod,  on  the 
high  seas,  these  passengers  surprised  the  watch,  murdered  the  second  engineer,  maimed 
and  disabled  the  first  mate,  and  seized  the  captain  and  crew,  and  confined  the  captain  with 
irons.  The  piratical  passengers  then  took  control  of  the  steamer.  Arriving  at  Partridge 
Island,  in  St.  John's  Harboiu',  in  the  waters  of  New  Brunswick,  the  pirates  delivered  the 
captain  and  crew  on  board  of  a  pilot-boat,  which  seemed  to  be  attending  by  concert,  and 
they  were  subsequently  put  on  shore  at  St.  John's,  in  that  province.  Information  of  these 
crimes  having  reached  this  Government,  several  ships  of  war  were  sent  out  to  capture  the 
pirates  and  recover  the  '*  Chesapeake."  Advice  being  received  that  the  former  were  likely 
to  seek  refuge  either  in  New  Brunswick  or  Nova  Scotia,  the  United  States'  Consuls  were 
directed  to  apply  to  Her  Majesty's  authorities  for  their  arrest  and  detention,  until  a 
requisition  could  be  made  for  their  delivery  under  the  existing  Treaty  between  the  two 
Governments  as  fugitives  from  justice.  Your  Lordship  is,  I  believe,  already  informed  that 
his  Honour  the  Chief  Justice  of  Nova  Scotia  issued  warrants  for  the  arrest  of  the 
offenders,  but  I  am  not  advised  that  any  of  them  have  actually  been  arrested  under  that 
process. 

I  now  learn  by  telegrams  which  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Gunnison,  the  American 
Vice-Consul  at  Halifax,  that  United  States'  ship  of  war  "  Ella  and  Annie,"  under  S.  F. 
Nichols,  Commander,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  yesterday,  the  17th,  saw  the 
**  Chesapeake  "  lying  in  Sambro  Harbour,  in  Nova  Scotia,  under  flag  of  distress,  and  that 
the  pirates  were  abandoning  her.  The  **  Ella  and  Annie  "  proceeded  to  the  vessel,  and  two 
of  the  crew  found  on  board  of  the  ^*  Chesapeake  "  delivered  her  up  to  the  oflicers  of  the 
**  Ella  and  Annie."  Those  officers  immediately  proceeded  with  the  *'  Chesapeake  "  to 
Halifax,  where  they  now  have  that  vessel,  and  it  is  said  three  of  the  pirates,  in  their 
keeping.  The  object  of  the  'officei*s  in  proceeding  to  Halifax  was  to  deliver,  that 
vessel  and  pirates  up  to  Her  Majesty's  authorities  if  they  should  desire  that  to  be 
done.  Meantime  the  Consul  has  reported  the  transaction  to  this  Government  and  asked 
instructions. 

Assuming  this  statement  of  facts  to  be  true,  I  am  not  aware  that  the  naval  officers 
have,  in  any  respect,  violated  the  sovereignty  of  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain.  It  is 
possible,  however,  that  the  case  may  not  yet  have  been  fully  made  known  to  this  Govern- 
ment. To  guard,  therefore,  against  any  possible  misapprehension,  I  have  now  by  the 
President's  directions  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  this  Government  has  not  authorized, 
nor  does  it  propose  to  justify,  any  exercise  whatever  of  authority,  by  its  agents,  within 
ihe  waters  or  on  the  soil  of  Nova  Scotia.  If  any  such  authority  has  been  assumed,  this 
Government  will  at  once  express  its  profound  regret ;  and  it  stands  ready,  in  that  case,  to 
make  amends  which  shall  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

The  question,  however,  remains,  what  shall  now  be  done  with  the  Chesapeake  and  the 
pirates  ?  This  Government  will,  if  it  be  required,  place  them  at  once  in  the  custody  of  Her 
Majesty's  authorities  at  Halifax.  Nevertheless  as  at  present  advised,  it  would  be  my 
duty,  in  that  case,  to  demand  a  delivery  of  the  vessel,  that  it  may  be  restored  to  its 
undoubted  owners,  and  a  surrender  of  the  pirates,  to  be  tried  by  our  laws  for  their  crinies. 
Such  proceedings  would  be  dilatory,  and  possibly  somewhat  embarrassing  to  the  authorities 
at  Halifax.  I  have  thought  it  proper,  therefore,  to  propose  another  mode  of  proceeding 
which  would  save  all  the  rights  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  while  it  may  be  more 
convenient  to  all  parties.  If  it  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  authorities  at  Halifax,-  the 
'*  Chesapeake"  and  the  pirates  may  be  left; in  the  keeping  of  the  naval  authorities  of  the  - 
United  States,  and  may  be  brought  back  to  our  own  country.  Here  not  only  the  vessel, 
but  the  pirates,  will  in  that  case  be  held  in  custody  until  the  wishes  of  Her  Majesty '& 
Govemmetit  shall  be  expressed,  and  if  they  shall  see  fit  to  require  it,  they  will  at  once  be 
restored  tathe  care  of  the  British  Governmfentj  the  United  States  i-eserving  the  right  to 
make  legal  requisition  in  the  case  for  the  fulfilment  of  justice. 

•  •   *I  have  &c* 

(Signed)         '  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
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Indosure  7  in  No.  3. 


Sfcr^  Washin$i<m,  tiecmber  18,  1863. 

I  HAVE  tb#  honour  to  wVnowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  to-day,  communi- 
Mting  to  me  the  recent  intelligence  which  has  reached  you  concerning  the  steamer 
•*  Chesapeake.'* 

I  accept  with  entire  satisfaction  the  disavowal  you  so  promptly  make  of  any 
assumption  of  authority  by  officers  of  the  United  States  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
I]er  Majesty '4  province  of  Nova  Scotia ;  and  I  will  lose  no  time  in  communicating  to  tho 
Administrator  qC  the  Crovernment  of  that  provinc(r  the  suggestions  which  your  note 
containa  respectb^  thq  disposal  of  the  ^^  Ches4>eake  "  and  the  three  men  found  00  board, 
Hh  Gxcdlency  wiU  certainly  consider  those  suggestions  with  a  deaire  tQ  fulfil  to  the  utmost 
iho  ohUgation^  of  international  comity  and  good  neighbourhood. 

I  hAYe»  &C. 
(StoxedJ  LYONS* 


Iocfe«ir^8inNo.3. 
lord  Lyjom  tQ  M^JQr-'Gmerai  Doyh* 


(Sttract.)  Washington,  Deeember  il,  I863* 

I  TRANSNflT  to  you  copies  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Seward,  and  the  answer  from  me. 
When  I  delivered  this  answer  to  him,  Mr.  Seward  told  me  he  should  immediately 
telenaph  his  note  in  evtenso^  and  my  answer,  to  the  United  States*  Consul  at  Halifax  ; 
and  he  read  to  me  a  telegram  which  he  said  he  should  despatch  at  the  same  time,  directing 
the.  Consul  to  communicate  the  notes  to  you^,  and  then  to  dispose  of  the  '^  Chesapeake  " 
aqd  the  men  taken  on  board,  as  you  should  direct. 

On  the  following  day  I  received  your  Excellency's  telegram  of  the  18th  instants*  \ 
ioEimediatelv  went  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  after  pointing  out  the  material  difference  between 
thq  actual  lacts  aa  stated  by  youj  and  the  reports  which  he  had  received  when  be  wrote  his 
n.Ote^  I  $aid  that  I  should  con^id^  whether  it  would  not  be  necessary  that  I  should  address 
to  him  without  delay  lai  official  written  remonstrance  againsj;  the  proceedings  of  the  United 
States'  officers.  Mr.  Seward,  observed  to  me,  that  he  had  already  declared  in  his  note  that 
this  Government  had  not  authorized,  and  would  not  authorize,  any  exercise  whatever  of 
authority  by  its  agents,  within  the  waters  or  on  the  soil  of  Nova  Scotia.  And  that  he  had 
added^,  that  if  any  such  authority  should  have  been  assimied  this  Govemment  would  at 
ousce.  express  its  profound  r^eret,  and  make  amends  which  should  be  entirely  satisfactory. 
This  having  been  done,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  that  any  further  written  communi- 
c^tioni;  should  be  postponed  uutil  we  had  full  information  of  what  had  occurred,  or,  at  all 
evieiit^  Witil  we  Knew  what,  view  your  Excellency  would  take  of  the  note.  I  answered 
th^at  \  would  beg  him^  to  consider  whether  the  new  facts  which  your  Excellency's  telegram 
^9<^sed  did  nqt  ^nder  it  a4visable  that  he  should  send  furthqr  instructions  to  the  United 

On  reflection  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  better  to  wait  untit  I  was 
msde^npiore  fuUy  acquainted  with  your  Excellency's  views  and  wishes  before  I  took  any 
f^i^t^i;  steps.    And  thu3  the  mattepr  standa  at  the  present  moment. 

No.  4. 
hwd  Lpons  to  Earl  Rtusett.'— (Received  January  8,  1864.) 

(%«tj$90t,.)  Wa$hi3i^t<m»  DecemkBr  ^^  1 86;$. 

I  K4^  <ibe,ii<M«fli?  to  tj(»n9|ait,  to  jM^ur  I/>i4fihip  fivthei;  papers  i»lftting  to  the 
ai^  of  tJw, «  ^MwiJeBke." 

The  Wt9  4*te(i  th<*  2Qth  m^wk  w44ch  Qontai»%th»  foiroal  denjApd  of  the  Uiwfceji 
S^ieit'  Qckv««iiipept  kge  tbe  e^tr^ioft  o{  tbe  men.  eogagad  in  the  affi^ir,,  was  put  into  my 
l)M4i  1^/  Mr*.  Sewas4i  9t  the  State  Depayrtiwei^  yesterdiy,  with,  a  xequieet  tiiat.  I  would 
v^vBfk  tj^&mt^iptmm  Bnussmck  and  Nova*  Scoik  as  i^peed^y  as  pasaiU^,  t^  tbft 
demand  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Seward  then  gave  me^a  fafst,  a  copy  of  which  forms  Indosure  No.  3  in  this 

*  See  |ar»^^  16  of  No.  5. 
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despatch.  It  was^  he  said,  the  decipher  of  a  letter  from  a  Confederate  agent  at  New  York 
to  Mr.  Benjamin,  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Richmond.  Some  of  the  proper  names  were, 
he  obddrysd,  undecipherable,  but  the  rest  of  the  letter  had  been  made  out,  and  It  showed 
that  there  were  plots  to  seize  two  other  steamers  besides  the  ^'  Chesapeake."  and  to  make 
use  of  the  neighbouring  British  territory  to  further  the  nefarious  designs  oi  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Seward  went  on  to  say  that  the  statement  in  the  letter  that  a  large  number  of 
rifled  muskets  had  been  sent  to  Halifax,  and  other  facts  which  had  come  to  his  knowled^ 
mjLde  him  apprehensive  that  the  "  Chesapeake  *'  might  not  be  safe  at  that  place.  He 
bctgged  me  to  warn  the  authorities,  and  to  ask  whether  the  vessel  would  be  made  over  at 
once  to  her  owners  if  they  applied  for  her  with  the  sanction  of  the  United  States'  Govern* 
ment.    In  eonsequenes  of  this  request,  I  despatched  to  Major  General  Doyle  a  telegram. 

Mr.  Seward  said  that  the  plots  to  get  possession  of  United  States'  steam-packets  by 
sending  Confederate  emissaries  on  board  them  in  United  States'  ports  in  the  guise  of 
passengers  rendered  it  necessary  to  take  extraordinary  precautions  at  the  ports,  and  to 
enforce  restrictions  there  which  might,  he  feared,  cause  some  inconvenience  to  foreigners 
as  well  as  to  Americans,  but  the  matter  was  too  urgent  and  too  important  to  admit  of  the 
neglect  of  any  means  of  frustrating  the  nefarious  designs  which  had  been  conceived. 


Inclosure  1  in  N<^*  4^ 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Department  of  State,  Washington^  December  20,  1863. 

CREDIBLE  information  having  reached  this  department  that  John  C.  Braine, 
H.  A.  Parr,  John  Parker  Locke,  alias  Vernon  G.  Locke,  David  Collins,  George  Robinson, 
John  Wade,  and  others,  have  committed  piracy  and  murder  on  board  the  United  States* 
steamer  **  Chesapeake,"  while  that  vessel  was  on  her  way  from  New  York  to  Portland  ia 
Maine,  and  that  they  have  taken  refuge  in  the  British  Provinces  of  New  Brunswick  ot 
Nova  Scotia,  I  have  the  honour  to  request  that,  pursuant  to  the  Xth  Article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Washington,  they  may  be  delivered  up  for  trial  in  the  United  States. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  4. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Gordon  (and  Major-General  Doyle). 

Sir,  Washington,  December  22.  1863. 

I  HAVE  this  afternoon  had  the  honour  to  send  to  your  Excellency  by  telegraph  a 
summary  of  the  contents  of  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
demanding,  in  the  usual  form,  the  extradition  of  John  C.  Braine  and  others,  concerned  in 
the  affair  of  the  •*  Chesapeake.'*  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of 
that  note.     It  is  dated  the  day  before  yesterday,  but  was  delivered  only  to-day. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  4. 

Q0ce  of  United  States'  Military  Telegraph,  War  Dq^tmentp 
Washington,  December  21^  1863. 

TYanslation  of  a  Letter  in  cypher  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  Wwr  by  Pdetmastir 

Wakeman,  New  York  City. 

New  York,  December  18,  1 863. 
is  here.    The  two  steamers  will  leave  here  about  Christmas.     Lamar  And 


Boners  left  here  vift  Bermuda  two  weeks  ago.  The  1,000  rifled  muskets  came  duly  io 
hand,  and  were  shipped  to  Halifax  as  instructed.  We  will  be  able  to  seize  thft  other  tvto 
steamers  as  per  programme. 

■      has  followed  the  President's  orders.    We  will  have     ■    '     '    under  arrest 

before  this  reaches  you ;  cost     OOO  dollars. 

C  2 
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We  want  more  money.    How  shall  we  draw  ?    Bills  all  forwarded  to  Sliddl  and 
receipts  received. 

Write  as  before. 

(Signed)  3.  H.  C. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 

Please  detach  and  forward  as  before.    Tel^raph  when  return  answer  is  received. 
Very  important. 

(Signed)  J.  H.  C. 

A.  Keith,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  Per  T. 


No.  6. 

Major- Oeneral  Doyle  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. — (Received  January  6.) 

My  Lord  Duke,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  December  23,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  your  Grace,  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  steam-ship  "  Chesapeake^"  recently  brought  into  this  harbour  by  United 
States'  men  of  war. 

2.  On  the  lOth  December  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  was  addressed  to 
the  Honourable  Provincial  Secretary  of  my  Government  by  Mr.  Gunnison,  ex-Vice-Consul 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  stating  that  information  had  been  received  at  the 
United  States'  Consulate  that  the  American  steamer  ^'  Chesapeake  '^  had  been  seized  by 
a  band  of  pirates  and  murder  committed,  and  requesting  that  should  the  ^'  Chesapeake 
or  any  one  connected  with  her  enter  our  ports,  she  should  be  detained,  and  the  parties 
implicated  arrested,  and  held  to  answer  any  charge  that  might  be  preferred  against  them. 

3.  At  the  same  time,  and  subsequently  between  the  KHh  and  15th  December, 
Mr.  Gunnison  handed  the  Provincial  Secretary  copies  of  the  annexed  telegrams,  and  an 
affidavit  made  by  the  Vice-Consul  on  the  14th  instant,  all  of  which  were  by  my  direction 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Law  Officers  of  this  Government 

4.  On  the  lith  instant  I  received  a  telegram  from  Lord  Lyons,  saying  he  was 
informed  that  the  American  Government  had  heard  that  the  steamer  ^'Chesapeake  "had 
put  into  a  Nova  Scotian  port,  and  that  the  Secretar}''  of  State  had  begged  him  to  take  all 
measures  compatible  with  international  and  municipal  law,  in  order  that  justice  might 
be  done,  to  which  I  replied  that  the  **  Chesapeake  **  had  not  been  heard  of  in  any  of 
our  ports,  and  inquired  whether  I  should  detain  her  if  she  should  come. 

5.  On  the  14th  instant  the  Provincial  Secretary  replied  to  the  Vice-Consul  that  the 
question  raised  by  his  communication  had  been  submitted  to  the  Crown  officers,  and  that 
they  did  not  see,  as  at  present  informed,  that  they  could  legally  interfere.  A  copy  of  that 
letter  is  annexed. 

6.  During  the  1 5th  and  16th  instant  telegrams  were  I'eceived  by  the  Government  here 
from  tlie  Custom-house  Officers  at  Lunenburg  and  Bridgwater,  saying  that  the  **  Chesa- 
peake ''  had  reported  herself  as  the  Confederate  war-steamer  '*  Retribution/'  had  exhibited 
commission  from  Confederate  authorities,  and  had  thus  obtained  permission  to  land  certain 
articles,  to  purchase  necessaries ;  that  on  discovering  that  it  was  the  "  Chesapeake,'*  she 
had  been  forbidden  to  land  anything  more,  and  had  sailed  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
instant,  all  of  which  is  more  fully  detailed  in  the  letters  of  the  14th  and  18th  instant, 
written  by  John  Harley,  Collector  of  Customs  at  Bridgwater,  to  the  Honourable  Receiver- 
General,  copies  of  which  are  annexed. 

7.  On  the  1 6th  instant  I  received  a  telegram  from  Lord  Lyons,  requesting  roe 
to  obtain  the  best  legal  advice  and  act  upon  it,  as  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  foresee  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  acts  alleged  to  have  taken  place  had  occurred. 

8.  About  9  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  1 6th  instant,  a  formal  requisition  for  the 
apprehension  of  Braine  and  others,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,  was  sent  by  Mr.  Gunnison 
to  the  Provincial  Secretary,  and  placed  at  once  by  that  officer  in  the  hands  of  the 
Honourable  J.  W.  Johnston,  the  Attorney-General,  and  at  1  o'clock  a.m.  next  morning, 
upon  the  application  of  Mr,  Gunnison  through  his  attorney,  stating  that  if  he  could  obtain 
the  necessary  warrant  Braine  could  then  be  arrested,  the  Provincial  Secretary  obtained  a 
preliminary  warrant  from  the  Attorney- General,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  annexed,  and 
brought  it  for  my  signature  at  2  o'clock  a.m.  It  was  signed  by  me,  and  having  been 
taken  at  once  to  the  Chief  Justice,  that  officer,  after  receiving  a*  deposition  in  the  case, 
issued  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  Braine,  but  the  police,  in  whose  hands  it  was 
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placed,  did  not  succeed  in  finding  him.    These  proceedings  were  duly  detailed  by  telegram 
to  Lord  Lyons. 

9.  About  noon  on  the  I7tb  instant  I  received  a  communication  from  the  Director  of 
Signals  stating  that  two  steamers  ^apparently  Federal  gun-boats)  were  bringing  in  a  steamer 
which  had  put  into  Sambro  Harbour  the  night  before,  and  which  was  supposed  to  be  the 
*'  Chesapeake/'  all  bearing  the  flag  of  the  Federal  States. 

These  American  men-of-war  having  anchored  opposite  this  city  about  half-past  2 
o'clock  P.M.  and  no  report  having  been  received  from  them,  about  half-past  5  o'clock  p.m.  I 
addressed  the  officer  in  command  through  the  Provincial  Secretary  in  a  letter  inquiring 
the  names  of  the  ships  under  his  command,  the  object  of  their  visit,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  *' Chesapeake "  had  been  taken  out  of  the  harbour  of 
Sambro,  a  Nova  Scotian  port,  and  brought  into  this  harbour.  Commander  A.  G.  Clarey, 
of  the  United  States'  gun-boat  "  Dacotah/'  immediately  accompanied  Mr.  Johnston  (a 
clerk  in  the  Provincial  Secretary's  office,  by  whom  the  letter  to  him  had  been  delivered)  to 
my  house.  An  officer  of  the  *'  Dacotah  *'  having  arrived  a  few  minutes  previously,  together 
with  Mr.  Gunnison,  the  United  States'  Vice-Consul,  Commander  Clarey  explained  that  he 
had  sent  an  officer  on  shore  to  report  their  arrival  to  the  Head  of  the  Government,  but 
that  he  had  been  detained  at  the  Consulate  by  urgent  business.  He  also  apologized  for 
the  omission  on  the  part  of  the  gun-boat  '*  Ella  and  Annie  '*  to  report  herself  when  coaling 
a  few  days  previously,  and  made  further  explanations  to  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  refer, 
as  they  were  substantially  embodied  in  his  official  answer  to  the  letter  which  had  been 
addressed  to  him. 

10.  On  the  same  evening  the  Provincial  Secretary  received  .a  reply  explaining 
that  Commander  Clarey  had  intended  to  comply  with  all  the  proprieties  required 
in  British  ports ;  that  the  men-of-war  under  his  control  were  the  United  States'  steamers 
'^  Dacotah,*'  and  "  Ella  and  Annie  " ;  and  that  he  had  entered  this  harbour  for  the  purpose 
of  delivering  the  "  Chesapeake"  to  the  British  authorities,  or  to  take  her  to  the  United  States  to 
deliver  her  to  the  United  States'  Government  or  to  the  owners,  upon  the  faith,  if  any  difficulty 
should  arise,  to  make  restitution  to  the  British  authorities.  It  was  further  stated  that  the 
crew  of  the  *'ElIa  and  Annie/*  under  the  command  of  Acting  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nichols,  had  seen 
a  flag  of  distress  of  the  United  States  flying  from  a  steamer  in  the  harbour  of  Sambro,  had  borne 
down  to  afibrd  relief,  and  found  she  was  the  *'  Chesapeake,'*  in  the  possession  and  control 
of  five  of  her  original  crew,  by  whom  they  were  informed  that  the  pimtes  had  abandoned 
her,  and  the  steamer  was  without  coals ;  and  Commander  Clarey  further  stated  that  under 
the  circumstances  he  considered  it  prudent  to  put  into  Halifax  to  place  himself  in  commu- 
nication with  the  British  authorities  and  the  United  States'  Government. 

11.  On  the  morning  of  the  1 8th  instant  the  Provincial  Secretary,  by  my  direction, 
replied  to  Commander  Clarey  that  I  was  prepared  to  take  legal  charge  of  the 
*' Chesapeake/'  but  could  not  consent  to  her  removal  from  the  port  without  further 
investigation  by  the  properly  constituted  authorities. 

12.  Immediately  after  the  transmission  of  that  letter  information  under  oath  waa 
submitted  to  my  Government  that  an  armed  crew  from  the  United  States'  gun-boat 
^  EUa  and  Annie  "  had  forcibly  taken  possession  of  a  schooner  belonging  to  this  port, 
and  made  prisoner  a  man  found  therein,  placed  him  in  irons,  and  removed  him  to 
their  own  ship,  and  that  two  other  men,  citizens  of  Halifax,  who  had  joined  the 
*'  Chesapeake'*  the  day  previously  in  the  harbour  of  Sambro,  were  now  detained  prisoners 
on  board  a  United  States*  man-of-war. 

13.  Without  a  moment's  loss  of  time  a  second  letter  was  despatched  to  Commander 
Clarey  by  the  Provincial  Secretary,  stating  that  information  having  been  received  that 
prisoners  had  been  made  of  individuals  in  the  harbour  of  Sambro,  a  Nova  Scotian 
port,  by  men-of-war  under  his  command,  I  could  not  permit  any  United  States*  vessel  jto 
leave  this  port  without  due  investigation  of  these  allegations  of  the  violation  of  international 
law* 

14.  About  an  hour  after  that  letter  was  despatched  a  letter  was  received  from 
Commander  Clarey,  agreeing  to  immediately  hand  over  the  *'  Chesapeake "  to  the 
authorities  directed  to  receive  her,  so  soon  as  he  was  notified  of  the  time  and  place,  and  also 
to  deliver  up  one  of  the  pirates  named  George  Wade,  who  he  stated  was  concerned  in  the 
illegal  seizure  of  the  "Chesapeake,"  and  was  taken  out  of  a  schooner  attempting  to  coal 
the  '*  Chesapeake,"  and  had  been  identified  by  the  witnesses  who  had  arrived  in  the  United 
States*  gun-boat  *' Acacia"  that  morning,  also  two  men  found  on  board  the  steamer 
"  Chesapeake"  when  she  was  delivered  to  the  ofl[icer  in  command  of  the  ''  Ella  and  Anni^," 
and  who  had  been  identified  by  the  party  who  delivered  up  the  steamer  to  the  said  oflScer, 
as  in  the  employ  of  the  pirates. 
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1 5.  In  about  an  hour  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter  from  Commander  Clarey^  anetht 
letter  was  addressed  by  him  to  the  ProTincial  Secretary^  saying  he  would  be  glad  to 
learn  whether^  after  the  explanation  given^  and  the  offered  rendition  of  persons  termed 

Erisooers  in  the  note  he  had  received,  it  was  consistent  with  the  friendly  relations  existing 
etween  the  British  Government  and  the  United  States^  Government,  that  United  States* 
ships  having  come  into  the  port  of  a  neutral  t'ower  for  a  purpose  previously  explained, 
and  offering  to  render  np  to  the  proper  authorities  persons  termed  prisoners^  should  be 
detained  if  the  officers  thereof  should  wish  to  report  themselves  to  theur  own 
Government* 

16*  To  these  two  communications  from  Commander  Clarey  the  Provincial  Secretary, 
in  a  letter,  replied  that  I.  J.  Sawyer,  High  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Halifax,  had  been 
commissioned  to  feceive  George  Wade  and  the  two  other  men  deferred  to  in  Commander 
Chirey's  first  letter  of  that  date,  at  the  Queen^s  Wharf,  al  1  o'clock  on  the  next 
day»  whei%  they  would  be  amenable  to  the  action  of  any  person  (Slesiring  to  proceed  legally 
against  them%  That  Captain  0'£rien,  of  the  revenue  schooner  *'  Daring,  had  also  been  duly 
aitthorized  to  rec^ve  possession  of  the  "  Chesapeake**  at  2  o'clock  I>.m.  of  the  same  day, 
where  sbt  lay  at  anchor,  to  be  adyudicated  upon  by  proper  authority*  That  I  was  most 
anxious  to  preserve  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  the  frienaly  relations  existing  between  the 
American  and  British  Governments^  but  could  not  but  feel  that  a  ffrave  infraction  of  inter- 
national law  had  been  committed  by  the  men-of-war  then  in  the  harbour  bearing  the  flag 
of  the  United  States  ;  that  irrespective  altogether  of  the  taking  of  the  '*  Chesapeake'*  in 
the  harbour  of  SambrOi  a  forcible  entry  had  been  made  of  a  British  schooner  in  that  port, 
a  man  therein  being  made  prisoner  and  retained  in  Commander  Clarey's  custody, 
together  with  two  citiaens  of  the  place  found  on  board  the  ^^  Chesapeake, '^  and  that 
without  any  report  having  been  made  of  such  grave  transactions  either  in  his  personal 
interview  with  me,  or  in  his  first  official  report  in  writing,  in  which  he  had  professed  to 
explain  for  tny  information  the  ob^ject  of  his  visit  and  tbe  circumstances  connected  with 
taking  the  "  Chesapeake,"  nor  until  after  a  notification  had  been  forwarded  to  him  that 
applications  respecting  these  prisoners  had  been  made  to  this  Government*  Commander 
Clarey  Nvas  also  reminded  that  the  second  letter  from  the  Provincial  Secretary  on  the 
18th  instant  had  been  sent  to  him  before  the  first  letter  of  that  day  had  been  received. 
I  then  sent  a  telegram  to  Lord  Lyons  informing  him  how  matters  stood. 

17.  About  noon  on  Saturday  the  letter  was  received  from  Commander  Clarey, 
in  which  he  stated  that  his  first  communication  of  the  18th  instant  was  written  and 
inclosed  before  the  second  letter  from  the  Provincial  Secretary  of  that  day  had  been 
received  by  him.  Commander  Clarey's  letter  also  covered  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  Lord  Lyons  and  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  and  intimated  that  it  might 
alter  my  determination  as  previously  communicated. 

A  reply  was  sent  without  delay,  after  consultation  with  the  Government!  in  which 
Commander  Clarey  was  informed  that  my  determination  respecting  the  delivery  of  the 
^^  Chesapeake  "  And  rendition  of  the  prisoners  was  still  adhered  to. 

19*  During  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant,  Mr.  Gunnison,  the  Vice- Consul,  made  a 
requisition  on  tbe  part  of  the  United  States'  Government  for  tbe  apprehension  and 
extradition  of  George  Wade  and  others  charged  with  p  racy,  and  causing  illegally  the 
death  of  Owto  Shaffer^  upon  Which  I  issued  immediately  another  preliminary  warrant, 
and  the  Mayor  of  the  city  upon  the  depositions  of  some  of  the  original  crew  of  the 
^^  Chesap6Ake ''  issued  his  warrant  for  tbe  apprehension  of  Wade  and  the  other  parties 
named,  which  warrant  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  police  constables  to  be  served 
upon  Wade  after  he  had  been  released  by  the  Government  Commissioner  who  was  to 
tMeiTt  him. 

80.  About  half^^past  1  o'clock^  the  prisoners  Wade  and  the  other  two  men  named 
Henry,  belonging  to  this  city,  were  brought  on  shore  handcuffed,  and  delivered  to  the 
Govsmment  Commissioner,  at  whose  request  the  United  States'  officer  in  charge  removed 
the  handcufibj  wheti  Mr.  Sawyer,  the  Commissioner,  in  conformity  with  the  instructions 
itceived>  declared  the  prisoners  free. 

21.  The  officer  of  the  main  guard  hid  by  my  direction  prevented  any  but  peace  officers 
and  respectably  dressed  citizens  from  entering  to  the  Queen's  wharf,  which  is  a  very  large 
one^  and  fVom  the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  I  do  not  think  that  a  hundred  persons 
were  present,  mnd  those  respectable  citizens,  men  of  the  commissariat  stationed  there*  and 
the  Americatl  boat's  crew. 

22.  Vety  soon  after  the  prisonet*s  had  been  declared  ireo,  a  gentleman  pr^ent 
beckoned  to  two  fishermen  in  a  boat  near  the  ship  to  come  in^  which  they  did,  and  Wade 
was  directly  after  taken  on  board  and  the  boat  moved  off.    The  police  constable  charged 
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with  the  arrest  immediately  rushed  to  the  water's  edge  and  presenting  a  pistol  threatened  to 
fire  unless  they  came  back,  when  he  was  prevented  by  parties  present,  who  seized  upon  him 
and  told  the  boat  to  row  off,  which  it  did,  and  was  soon  out  of  sight. 

23.  The  Provincial  Secretary  having  very  shortly  after  brought  to  my  notice  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Gunnison  complaining  that  the  service  of  the  warrant  against  George  Wade 
had  been  prevented  by  the  dtisens  of  Halifax  iDt«rfering  with  the  police,  a  letter  was 
instantly  despatched  by  my  direction  to  his  Worship  the  Mayor,  desiring  him  to  use 
every  exertion  to  tfecute  the  warrant,  and  offering  to  place  any  force  he  might  require 
at  bxft  service  for  that  purpose. 

24.  The  Mayor  repUed  expressing  his  deep  regret  that  his  Qffien*t  had  been  nnahle 
to  ^eeute  the  warrant,  aod  that  although  the  Vke-Cdusul  had  in  a  letter  notified  to 
him  that  the  United  States'  Government  did  not  wish  any  further  services  from  the 
police  of  this  city,  he  should  still  use  every  exertion  in  his  power  for  the  service  of  the 
warrant. 

25.  Oa  Saturday  the  19th  instant^  after  the  *^  Chesapeake"  and  prisoners  had  been 
delivered  up  by  Commander  Clarey,  I  received  from  Lord  Lyons  a  telegram  ioforifiing  me 
that  when  he  advised  me  of  the  correspondence  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  himself, 
he  was  ignorant  of  the  circumstances  mentioned  in  my  telegram  to  him  of  the  18  th 
instant. 

26.  In  response  to  my  application  into  the  cause  of  this  failure  to  serve  the  warrant, 
his  Worship  forwarded  the  reports  of  the  City  Marshal  and  a  policeman  who  was  specially 
charged  with  the  esiacutioa  of  this  duty. 

%7.  From  the  foregoing  detail  of  the  prinoipal  cinmmstanew  ooeneieted  with  this 
treosaetioQ  and  the  oorrespondence  which  has  taken  place  in  relation  to  it,  I  trust  it  will 
appear  that  while  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  British  Crown  have  been  j^OQiAjf 
maintained,  I  have  been  sedulously  careful  to  avoid  any  just  cause  of  ofience  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  Although  the  information  furnished  by  the  telegrams 
to  the  United  States*  Vice-Consul,  as  has  been  seen,  showed  that  Braine  had  exhibited  a 
commission  from  the  Confederate  authoritieei,  a  preliminary  warrant  was  granted  for  his 
apprehension  as  soon,  as  the  application  was  formally  made  for  it  under  the  Treaty,  and 
it  having  been  vagueW  stated  tbat  Braine  had  been  rescued  after  arrest  in  the  couQtry,  I 
comows§ioned  an  inquiry  into  the  facts,  the  report  of  which  has  not  yet  arrived. 

The  flagraut  violation  of  neutral  rights  committed  by  the  United  States*  men-of-war 
in  thus  taking  the  **  Chesapeake  *'  and  making  prisoners,  not  only  in  our  harbour,  but  on 
board  a  British  vessel,  rendered  it  imperative  that  I  should  demand  the  unconditional 
surrender  by  them  both  of  the  **  Chesapeake  '*  and  the  prisoners  they  had  taken,  and  so 
long  retained  without  making  any  communication  upon  the  subject  to  the  Government.. 

The  outrage  upon  British  authority  in  the  capture  made  oa  hoard  one  of  our  schooners 
rendered  it  equally  necessary  that  I  should  discharge  him  from  custody  before  any  warrant 
even  under  the  Extradition  Treaty  could  be  served  upon  him,  and  his  escape  from 
subsequent  appveheasioa  could  oot  have  been  anticipated  by  me,  as  the  place  where  the 
r^ndttioB  occurred  was  most  uniavourable  £>r  such  escape. 

I  havCj^  &c. 
(Signed)  HASTINGS  DOYLE. 


ludpsure  1  in  No*  5. 
Afr.  Ounnison  to  the  Provinciul  Secretary* 


Consulate  of  the  United  States^,  Halifax,  Nbva  Scotia, 
Sir,  December  10,  186». 

INFORMATION  having  been  received  at  this  Consulate  of  the  seizure  of  the 
American  steamer  '*  Chesapeake  *'  by  a  band  of  pirates,  and  murder  having  been  committed, 
I  beg  to  reouest  of  the  Gavernment  should  such  vessel  (or  any  one  coimected  with  her) 
enter  any  of  the  ports  of  this  province,  that  she  be  detained,  and  the  parties  implicated 
arrested  and  held  to  answer  any  charges  that  may  be  preferred  against  them. 

I  have  &c 
(Sigft«J)        *  N.'  GWNISOH  Viet-Contul 
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Indoture  2  m  No.  5. 

Telegrams. 

Mr.  Washburn  to  the  American  Consul. 

Boston,  December  9,  1863. 

STEAMEB  ^*  Chesapeake  *'  taken  by  pirates  is  on  your  coast.    Give  all  information 
you  have  or  may  have  immediately  to  Collectors  of  Portland,  Boston,  and  Eastport. 

(Signed)  J.  WASHBURN,  Collector  of  Portland. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.,  Ghinnison. 


Washington^  December  9,  1863,  1'30  f.m. 
IS  the  steamer  *'  Chesapeake,"  or  has  she  been,  in  your  port?     Please  answer. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr,  Howard  to  Mr.  Jackson. 


8t.  John's,  December  9,  1863. 
YOU  are  instructed  by  Secretary  Seward  to  use  your  best  efforts  to  secure  detention 
of   ^*  Chesapeake ''  and  arrest  of  criminals.      I   now  learn  that  she  will  proceed   to 
Shelbume. 

(Signed)  J.  Q.  HOWARD,  UnUed  States'  Consul. 


Mr.  Leach  to  Mr.  Jackson. 

St.  John's,  December  10,  1863. 
I  AM  informed  by  Secretary  of  State  that  steamer  ^'  Chesapeake  "  of  Portland  and 
New  York  line  has  been  taken  possession  of  by  supposed  insiurgents  on  board  off  Cape 
Cod,  the  second  engineer  killed,  and  the  captain  landed  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick.  We 
are  instructed  to  use  our  best  efforts  to  cause  the  arrest  of  the  criminals,  and  the  detention 
of  the  steamer.    Am  requested  to  inform  you  she  has  not  been  seen  here. 

(Signed)  C.  O.  LEACH,  UnUed  States'  Consul. 


A.  L.  to  Mr.  Chun. 

Yarmouth,  December  10,  1863. 
A  STEAMER  said  to  be  of  similar  appearance  to  ^'  Chesapeake  "  passed  this  harbour 
about  ^oon  yesterday,  steering  down  the  bay. 

(Signed)  A.  L. 


Mr.  Washbwm  to  Mr.  Jackson. 


Portland,  December  \ I,  186S. 
CARGO  of  '*  Chesapeake  "  was  owned  entirely  by  American  and  Canadian  merchants, 
and  was  not  intended  to  run  blockade.     Advise  authorities  of  fact,  as  the  piracy  was 
projected  in  St.  John.     I  suppose  they  will  not  permit   *'  Chesapeake "  to  leave  their 
ports. 

(Signed)  ISRAEL  WASHBURN,  Jun.,  Collector. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Mr.  Gunnison. 


Portland,  December  12,  I863, 
DEPOSITION  of  Charles  Johnson,  mate  of  the  ''Chesapeake,**   taken  by  United 
States*  Commissioner,  proves  conclusively  the  murd^  of  Orin  Sl^tfier,  second  engineer^ 
on  the  morning  of  December  7th  by  the  pirates  who  took  possession  of  the  steamer.     I 
aend  the  depositions  by  nutiL 

(Signed)  J.  WASHBURN,  Jun„  Collector. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Gunnison. 

Washington,  December  12,  1863. 
YOUR  despatch  to  Lord  Lyons  on  the  subject  of  the  *^  Chesapeake ''  received.    He 
will  adopt  all  proper  measures  in  regard.    The  United  States'  Attorney  for  Maine  will  be 
instructed  to  take  depositions  with  a  view  the  extradition  of  the  offenders. 

(Signed)  W.  H-  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Ounnison. 

Liverpool,  December  14,  1863. 

FOIXOWED  John  C.  Braine  to  Petit  Rivere  and  arrested ;  he  showed  a  Lieutenant's 
commission  from  Jeff.  Davis :  letter  of  marque  and  instructions  to  capture  the  steamer. 
The  citizens  interfered  and  prevented  me  taking  him  or  holding  him  as  a  prisoner.  They 
landed  goods  at  Sbelbume  Saturday.  I  think  some  were*  put  aboard  schooner,  and  will 
be  brought  to  IlalifiEtx.  Braine  will  probably  leave  Petit  Rivere  tbb  morning  for  Halifax. 
He  cannot  get  there  before  night.  There  is  probably  parties  at  Halifax,  Sbelbume, 
Yannouth,  St.  John,  Grand  Menan,  Musquash,  and  other  places  concerned  in  the  affair. 

I  think  most  of  the  goods  are  out  of  the  '^  Chesapeake  "  before  this. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  D.  DAVIS. 


Mr.  Merrill  to  Mr.  Crunnison. 

Yarmouth,  December  14,  1863. 

STEAMER  **  Chesapeake  "  hovering  along  shore  east  of  Sbelbume  Saturday  night ; 
her  purser  started  by  land  for  Halifax.  Grun*boat  passed  here  last  night  4  o^clock  bound 
east. 

(Signed)  J.  M.  MERRILL,  United  States*  Consular  Agent. 


Mr.  Farrar  to  the  United  States*  Consul. 


Barrington,  December  14,  1863. 
SHE  lays  behind  Blue  Island  near  Jordan,  out  of  sight,  discharging  cargo  into  lighters, 
and  waiting  for  coals. 

(Signed)  A.  F.  FARRAR, 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  5. 
Affidavit  of  Nathaniel  Gunnison. 


Province  ef  Nova  Scotia,  Halifax,  1863. 

I,  NATHANIEL  GUNNISON,  of  the  city  of  Halifax,  in  the  county  of  Halifax,  in 
the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  Esquire,  make  oath  and  say,  as  follows : — 

That  1  am  Vice-Consul  to  the  American  Government,  in  this  port,  and  as  such  act  in 
the  absence  of  Mr.  M.  Jackson,  Consul  for  such  Government. 

That,  on  or  about  the  7th  day  of  December  instant,  the  steam-ship  "  Chesapeake,'*  an 
American  registered  steam-ship,  plying  between  the  cities  of  Portland  and  New  York,  as  a 
freight  boat,  and  having  on  board,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  prop^'ty  belonging 
to  JBritish  citizens,  was  seized  by  a  number  of  persons  who  went  on  boiurd  sdd  steam-ship 
at  New  York,  representing  themselves  to  be  passengers,  and  when  on  board  said  steam-ship, 
and  while  the  said  steam-ship  was  prosecuting  her  voyage  to  Portland,  and  had  reached 
the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Cod,  rose  up  against  the  master  and  crew  of  the  said  steam- 
ship, overpowered  them,  took  command  of  the  said  steam-ship,  and  murdered  the  chief 
engineer. 

That  the  persons  «vho  committed  these  acts  were  in  number  sixteen ;  that  one  of  the 
said  number  was  named  John  C.  Braine,  who  is  now  representing  himself  as  the  Captain 
thereof,  and  that  the  said  st«ain-ship,  commanded  by  the  said  John  C.  Braine,  was  recently 
in  Shelburne  Harbour,  in  the  county  of  Shelburne  and  Petit  Reviere  in  the  county  of 
Lunenbu^,  the  Province  aforesaidp  as  I  have  been  informed  and  verily  believe  such 
information  to  be  true, 

]5^^  D 
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That  the  facts  herein  stated  were  commupicated  to  me  as  such  Acting  Vice-Consul^ 
by  tel^ram,  and  I  verily  believe  the  contents  and  the  statements  here  and  therein  contained 
to  be  true. 

That  I  am  desirous,  as  such  Acting  Vice*Consul,  ofpbt^ining  the  assistance. (^  the 
Government  of  this  Province^  in  taking  bucli  mw^^s  as  will  cause  the  said  stt^m-sidp  to  be 
arrested  and  detained  as  I  am  informed  that  the  said  steam-ship  is  now  at  Mai^gjBu:^'s  Bi^, 
in  tbe  countv  of  Halifax,  and  I  verily  believe  such  information  to  be  true. 

(Signed)  NATHANIEL  GUNNISON,  Vice'Cansal 

Sworn  at  Halifax,  this  14th  day  of  December,  Ajy.  IB63. 
Before  me, 
(Signed)  J.  Jennings,  J.  P. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  5. 
Mr.  Tapper  to  Mr.  Qunniion. 


Sir,  HaUfax,  Nova  Scotia,  December  14,  i««3. 

I  HAVE  it  in  command  from  his  Honour  the  Administrator  of  the  Government  to 
inform  you  in  reply  to  )'our  communication  respecting  the  ^  Chesapeake,*'  that  the  question 
hi^  be^  referred  to  the  Crown  Officers,  and  that  they  are  of  ophiion  tbst  they  do  not  see 
upon  what  grounds,  as  at  present  informed,  they  can  legally  interfere, 

I  have,  £lCm 
(Sigped)  C.  TUPPER,  Provincial  Secretary. 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  5. 
Mr.  Rarley  to  the  Receiver*  OeneraL 


Sir,  Custom-house^  La  Hat^e,  December  14,  1863. 

I  UNDERSTOOD  this  morning  that  a  steamer  lay  opposite  Mr-  William  McKenny^s 
wharf,  about  five  miles  from  this  place.  I  went  down  and  boarded  her.  The  Captain 
reported  that  she  was  a  Confederate  *war-steamer,  sailing  under  commission  from  the 
authorities  of  the  Confeijerftte  States,  which  he  produced : — 

Date  of  Commission,  November  1,  1862.  Name  of  vessel,  **  Retribution,**  tonnage 
480 ;  guns,  2  j  number  of  men,  90.  First  Lieutenant,  John  C.  Braine ;  ^Mond  Lieute* 
imA,  Hewy  A-  P-arr. 

Tlic  Captain,  John  Parker,  stated  that  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  putting  into 
harbour  for  a  supply  of  fu«l  4uid  other  jQecesaaiies«  tp  purchase  which  he  wish  to  land 
certain  articles,  as  he  had  no  money,  which  I  permitted  him  to  do,  placing  a  competent 
person  on  board,  acting  under  my  instructicHis,  to  see  that  nothing  else  was  landed,  to 
protect  the  revenue,  and  to  receive  his  light  duties. 

'  As  the  case  is  a  novel  tme  to  me  I  fsel  anxious  to  know  whether  my  proceedings  met 
with  your  approbation,  and  beg  leave  to  ask  for  instructions  to  guide  me  in  any  future 
similar  case  which  may  arise. 

The  vessel  win  sjol  to-morrow. 

I  am,  &c. 
aStgned)  JOHN  HARLEY,  CMkctor. 


Inelosnre  €  in  No.  5. 
Mr.  Hariey  to  the  Receiver^'Qeneral. 


^^^  „■  .,  Oustom^houscj  La  Havre,  Dtemnlm  18>  1868. 

THE  ** Chesapeake'^  sailed  about  9  a.m.  on  Wednesday. 

She  has  landed  here  by  permit  twenty-^ve  bales  of  ootton  ;  ten  half-oftshs  ^M^gaVooB) 
of  port  wine,gmd  a  church  bell,  entered  as  worth  100  dollars. 

I  placed  a  confidential  person  on  board  of  her  to  see  that  nothing  was  landed  without 
my  knowledge,  and  remained  on  board  nearly  two  days  myself. 

She  sailed  at  6  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  with  the  ostensible  purpose  of  going  t^  sea>  wten 
my  officer  retm^ned  and  reported  to  mp  about  p  p.m. 

On  Wednesday  morning  I  despatched  a  constable  to  fellow  bw  down  tb«  mw,  with 
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instructions  to  board  her  and  remain  if  she  were  slilt  in  port ;  he  returned  in  the  afternoon 
and  sUMi  ifait  «&e  had  left  dd  above.  .        ;  . 

The  constable^  who  provided  himself  with  a  home  and  wagon^  has  charged  7^.  6d.  for 
his  services. 

The  younf.  gentleman  who  acted  as  my  lieutenant  (two  days  and  one  night)  wiil^,  I 
doubt  not,  be  satisfied  with  whatever  you  may  think  proper  to  award  him. 

The  officers  appeared  to  be  solicitous  to  give  no  offence  to  the  Government,  arid 
«pvo8sed  their  willingness  to  abide  by  the  regulations  of  the  port. 

lam,  &€.  ' 

(Signed)  JOHN  HARLEY,  Collector: 


HI    'lil 


Inclosure  7  in  No.  5. 

Warrant. 

Halifax ^  ss.,  Province  of  Nova  Scotia y  1863. 

I,  HASTINGS  DOYLE,  administering  the  .Government  of  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia: 

To  all  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Other  Magi^tfates  and  Officers  of  Justice  having 
pow6r  a  cotmnit  to  trint  persons  ateuiied  of  crime  against  the  laws  of  Nova  Scotia,  send 
gpmtlnf. 

^  I,  thr  said  Administrator  of  the  said  Govermnent  of  this  Province  of  Nova  Sootiai; 
aidtkig  in  vi^tiie  of  and  in  obedieiice  to  the  requiroofttnt^  cl  an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parlia^ 
itiettt  0t  CrMkBriiMm  and  Ireland  made  and  ptsml  m  the  sixth  and  seventh  years  of  th^ 
reign  of  0\ir  Sovereign  Lady  Queen  Victoria,  '*  entitled  an  Act  for  giving  effect  to  a  Ti^jaty 
ImWete  Her  Majesty  and  <he  Umtcki  States  of  Amertca  for  the  apprehension  of  certain 
08eiiden/^  da  hereby  signify  and  mike  known  tcr  you  that  by  authority  of  the  swl  United 
9t&tw  in  pnniii^Qce  of  and  according  to  said  Trdaty,  which  in  the  said  Act  of  Parliament, 
irid  1^  wsai/e^  requisition  in  writing  has  been  made  to  the  following  eff^eti  that  is  to  fay : 

''  Halifax,  Decmler  15,  186^- 
'Vli  Nathamel  Gunnison^  of  the  city  of  Hedifax^  in  the  county  of  Halifax,  Esquire, 
Vice* Consul  pf  the  United  States  of  America,  acting  as  Consul  in  the  absence  of  M.  M. 
Jackson,  Consul,  request  of  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  that  they  will  give  to  the . 
Government  of  the  United  States  all  the  assistance  and  co-operation  in  their  power  towards 
the  apprehension  of  Jolm  C.  Braine  and  the  crew  under  his  control  who  have  been  guilty 
of  an  act  of  piracy  in  seizing  unlawfully  the  steamer  '\  Chesapeake,"  an  American  steam-ship| 
off  Cape  Cod,  and  in  causing  while  so  seising  illegally  the  death  of  Orin  Schaifer,  second 
engineer  pn  board  said  steam -shipj  by  shooting  him.  That  t  request  the  assistance  of  the 
Govems^nt  of  Nova  Scotia  by  vfa1;ue  of  being  the  Actmg  Consular  Officer  in  this  city  and 
province^  and  upon  the  request  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  communicated  to 
me  by  the  Honmnrable  \Y'  K*  Seward^  that  the  said  John  C.  Braine  and  his  crew  are 
offenders  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  tlrnt  they  are  now  seeking  an  asylum  in 
the  province  of  NqvH  jSo^tls^  in  order  to  protect  themselves  and  evade  the  laws  of  the 
United^  States, ^id  the  punishment  of  crimes  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States^  and  of  crimes  as  well  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States  as  against  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Cotenies  and  Dependencies,  and  1  now  request  the  assistance 
of  the  Government  and  authorities  of  Nova  Scotia  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty 
commonly  called  the  Ashburton  Treaty,  and  made  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States^  and  I  request  the  GovMWtient  and  fttfthdrltiei  of  Novtt  Scotia  to  consider  this  as  a 
requisition  required  by  the  said  Treaty  from  the  United  States'  Government. 

(ffigried)  '*  Nathaniel  Gunnison.  Vice-Consul,  Acting 

•  *'  Comul  qf  thf  United  States'  OovemmentJ* 

And  I  reqilhi^  yott  and  «acih  of  yott  within^our  several  jurisdictions  to  govern  ymlr*; 
i^lves  accJordiogly  to  th^  end  thtft  i\it  sidd  John  C.  Braine  and  other  the  persons  in  the  sad 
requiidtion  ftceused  tn^  afbreriald  n<ay  be  arrested  and  dealt  with  according  to  the  provisions 
df  the  said  Treaty* 

Givej&EUnd^rtny  htt&d  and  Seal  at  Halifax  in  the  said  province  this  17th  day  of  Decern** 

(«gn«d)  HASTINGI*  DOYLE,  wWmintt*rif«oro/**t 

Oovemment. 
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Indofore  8  in  No*. 5. 

Mr.  Tapper  to  Ckmmanding  Officer$  of  United  States'  skips,  Halifax^  Nova  8(X>tia. 

Provincial  Secretary's  Office,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
Sir^  December  \7,  1863. 

THREE  war«steamers  being  the  flag  of  the  United  States  having  arrrred  here,  and 
no  office  belonginff  to  either  of  them  having  reported  himself  to  the  Administrator  of  the 
Government  or  the  officer  in  command  of  the  troops  in  this  garrison^  I  have  it  in 
command  from  his  Honour  the  Administrator  of  the  Government  to  inquire  the  names  of 
the  ships  under  your  command,  the  object  of  your  visit  to  this  port,  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  steam-ship  ^'  Chesapeake  "  £as  been  this  day  taken  out  of  the  tiarbour  of 
Sambro,  a  Nova  Scotian  port,  and  brought  into  this  harbour  by  men-of-war  belonging  to 
tiie  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  C.  TUPPER,  Provincial  Secretary. 


Indosure  9  in  No«  5. 
Commander  Clarey,  U.S.N.^  to  Mr.  Tapper* 

Sir,  ''  DacotaW  HaJtfax,  Docmber  17, 1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  date, 
and  in  reply  I  beg  to  state  that  I  had  no  intention  of  not  complying  to  all  proprieties 
required  in  British  ports,  and  have  taken  the  opportunity  of  personally  stating  to  h^. 
Honour  the  Administrator  of  the  Government  in  an  interview  held  with  him  this, 
evening. 

As  to  the  reason  demanded  in  your  note  for  entering  this  harbour,  I  b^  to  state  I 
have  entered  the  harbour  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  the  steam-boat  ^'Chesapeake''  into 
the  hands  of  the  British  authorities^  or  to  take  her  to  the  United  States  and  deliver  her  to 
the  United  States*  Government  or  Uie  owners^  upon  the  faith,  if  any  difficulty  sihoold  arise, 
to  make  restitution  to  the  British  authorities. 

With  reference  to  the  drcumstances  under  which  the  steam-boat  '^  Chesapeake  "  was 
taken  out  of  the  harbour  of  Sambro,  I  b^  to  state  are  simply  these  : — At  7  o'olock  this 
morning  a  flag  of  distress  of  the  United  States  was  seen  flying  by  the  crew  of  the  gun-boat 
^Ella  and  Annie,"  under  the  command  of  Acting  Lieutenant  J.  ¥.  Nickels.  The  ''Ella 
and  Annie  **  steamed  down  in  order  to  afford  relief,  the  Lieutenant  in  command  feeling 
it  his  duty  to  respond  to  such  a  signal  from  a  vessel  purporting  to  belong  to  the  United 
States.  When  he  reached  the  distressed  found  it  was  the  steamer  '^  Chesapeake/'  in  the 
possession  and  control  of  five  of  her  original  crew,  by  whom  he  was  informed  that  the 
pirates  had  abandoned  her,  and  the  steamer  was  without  coal.  Under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  I  thought  it  prudent  to  put  into  the  port  of  Halifax,  for  the  placing  myself  in 
communication  with  the  British  authorities  and  the  United  States'  (Grovernment. 

I  have  in  conclusion  to  state  the  names  of  the  United  States'  gun-boats  under  itiy 
control  are,  United  States'  steamer  *•  Dacotah  "  and  "  Ella  and  Annie." 

I  have,  Sec 
(Signed)  A-  G.  CLAREY. 


Indosure  10  in  No.  5. 
Mr.  Tapper  to  Commander  Clarey. 


Provincial  Secretaries  Office,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia^ 
Sir,  December  18^  1863. 

I  AM  commanded  by  his  Honour  the  Administrator  of  the  Government  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  explaining  the  object  of  your  visit  to  be  for 
the  purpose  of  delivering  the  steamer  ^Chesapeake'*  into  the  hands  of  the  British 
authorities,  or  to  take  her  to  the  United  States  and  deliver  her  to  the  United  Ssates 
Government,  or  to  the  owners,  upon  the  faith,  if  any  difficulty  should  arise,  to  make 
restitution  to  the  British  authorities ;  and  in  reply  I  have  it  in  command  to  inform  you  that 
his  Honour  is  prepared  to  take  legal  charge  of  the  steam-boat  "  Chesapeake/'  but  cannot 
consent  to  her  removal  from  this  port  until  further  investigation  by  properly  constituted 
authorities.  /  r    r-  ^ 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)       '    CHARLES  TUPPER,  Provincial  Secretary. 
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Inclosure  1 1  in  No.  5. 

Memorial  of  Susan  Henry. 

To  his  Excellency  Ma^r-G^enenJ  Hastings  Doyle,  Administrator  of  the  Government  and 
CommandeMn-Chief  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  humUe  Memorial  of  Susan  Henry,  wife  of  William  Henry,  of  Halifax, 


Sheweth, 

THAT  her  husband,  the  said  William  Henry,  together  with  his  brother,  Alexander 
Henry,  were  employed  the  day  before  yesterday  to  ship  as  engineers  on  board  a  steamer, 
and  went  shortly  after  to  join  her  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour. 

That  vour  Memorialist  has  since  understood,  and  believes,  that  they  have  been  unlaw-' 
fully  seized  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  a  steam-vessel  said  to  be  a  United  States'  man-of- 
war,  called  the  *^£lla  and  Annie/'  and  are  now  in  confinement  as  prisoners  on  board 
one  of  the  American  men-of-war  in  this  harbour.  .  . 

That  both  William  and  Alexander  Henry  had  returned  to  this  port  about  a  fortnight 
flipce  from  a  previous  voyage,  their  occupation  being  steam-boat  engineers,  and  they  have 
not  been  absent  from  home  since  their  return  till  they  left  the  day  before  yesterday  to  join 
the  said  boat. 

That  they  are  both  British  subjects,  and  reside  in  Halifax. 

Your  Memorialist  prays  that  your  Excellency  will  take  steps  to  procure  the  immediate 
release  of  the  said  William  and  Alexander  Henry. 

(Signed)  SUSAN  HENRY. 


Inclosure  12  in  No.  5. 

Memorial  of  John  E.  Holt. 

To  his  Excellency  Miyor-General  Hastings  Doyle,  Administrator  of  the  Government  of 
the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Forces  of  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen  therein. 

The  Memorial  of  John  E.  Holt»  Shipmaster, 
HumjUy  sheweth^ 

THAT  he  is  a  British*bom  subject,  and  is  owner  and  master  of  the  British  schooner 
^  Investigator,"  belonging  to  the  port  of  Hali&x,  where  your  Memorialist  resides. 

That  on  the  16th  day  (^  December  instant,  while  he  was  in  command  of  his  said 
vessel  in  British  waters,  to  wit,  in  the  harbour  of  Sambro^  within  the  body  of  the  Co»nty 
of  Halifax,  his  said  vessel  was  forcibly  entered  by  the  officers  of  an  United  States'  vessel 
of  war,  the  particulars  of  which  are  detailed  in  the  annexed  affidavits^  to  which  your 
Memorialist  begs  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency. 

Your  Memorialist,  having  sustained  the  injury  and  insult  therein  described  at  the 
hands  of  a  foreign  man-of-war  in  British  waters,  looks  to  your  Excellency,  as  the  Repre- 
SMitative  of  Her  Majesty  and  the  Commander  of  Her  Majesty's  Forces  in  this  Province, 
for  protection,  and  he  prays  that  the  outrage  thus  committed  on  him  will  meet  with 
redress  at  the  hands  of  your  Excellency. 

And  your  Memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  prav. 

(Signed)  JOHN  E.  HOLT. 

Halifax,  December  18,  1863. 


Inclosure  13  in  No.  5. 
Affidavit  of  John  E.  Holt. 


Halifax,  ss. 

I,  JOHN  E.  HOLT,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Halifax,  master  mariner,  make  oath 
and  say :— That  when  I  left  the  steamer  ''  Chesapeake"  in  Sambro  Harbour,  where  she  was 
at  anchor  on  the  17th  day  of  December  instant,  and  before  she  was  boarded  by  the 
United  States'  ship  of  war  "Ella  and  Annie/'  William  Henry  and  Alexander  Henry,  both 
of  the  city  of  Halifax,  engineers,  were  on  board  of  the  steamer  "  Chesapeake,''  and  I  feel 
quite  certain  nather  of  them  left  her  before  she  was  captured,  nor  within  two  hours 
afterwards,  as  no  boat  could  have  left  either  the  •^Chesapeake''  orthe  '•  Ella  and  Annie'' 
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within  that  time  and  rtaohed  the  shore  without  my  knowing  of  it,  and  seeing  the  persons 

(Signed)  JOHN  E-  HOLT. 

I^ntabefor^me,  ftt  Halite,  this  l9tb4ay6fDeoefB^  l«6». 

(Signed)  Archd.  Scott,  Justice  of  tim  Peace.  . 

Indosure  14  in  No.  5.  .  :  . 

Affidavit  of  John  E.Holt. 
HaIi&x,8S« 

1,  JOHN  E.  HOLT,  at  ptes^tit  of  the  Cty  of  Halite,  master  mariner,  make  oatit 
and  say : — ^That  I  am  master  and  ow&er  df  the  Briffsh  schooner  ^'  Investigator,^  registered 
at  theport  of  Hali^,  l^ova  Sdotia. 

llat  on  the  motning  of  the  17th  day  of  December  instant,  the  said  schooner  was  in 
tfid  small  harbour  of  Sattbro,  near  HaMfidr.  Nora  Scotia,  and  a  large  steams  cdled  {te 
*'  Chesapeake''  was  at  anchor  in  the  said  harbonf  about  200  yards  front  the  shore,  IrMt 
d<  or  tfeven  meii  on  board  of  her.  Hiat  at  abotit  If  o'doek  a.m.  I  saw  a  I'^ed^hil  man- 
o^war  cotaiing  into  the  harbour,  and  when  she  came  near  I  got  under  weigh,  afrf 
jiroeeeding  further  up  the  harbour,  came  to  an  anchor  about  400  yards  from  the  '"Chesa-^ 
peake/'  and  about  200  yards  iiom  the  shore*  That  the  '^Chesapeake"  had  no  fi% 
flying  until  the  Federal  man*o^War  was  about  100  yards  off,  when  a  Federal  flag  was 
listed  &t  the  peak  upside  down,  but  in  two  or  thrde  minutes,  and  before  she  was  boarded, 
it  wat  reversed  and  again  hoisted.  That  the  man-of-war  (the  name  of  which  T  Itate 
ascertained  to  be  the  '^EUa  afid  Annie"),  having  the  Federal  flag  flying,  ran  alongside  of 
the  **  Chesapeake,'^  and  made  fast  to  her.  About  an  hour  after  a  boat  with  an  armed 
crew  started  from  the  *'  Ella  and  Annie*'  and  came  alongside  of  my  schooner.  I  was 
below  when  they  reached  the  vessel,  but  came  ofr  deck  on  hearing  the  noise  they  made 
coming  on  board.  When  I  reached  the  deck  I  found  six  or  seven  armed  men  there  at 
work  opening  the  hatches  of  my  vessel.  I  then  asked  cue  of  them  who  appeared  to  be  an 
officer  to  show  me  his  authority.  He  struck  the  pistol  which  was  in  his  belt^  and  said, 
that  was  his  authority.  I  said  I  did  not  think  he  cotTld  overfiaul  my  vMsel  iti  a  Brhiftb 
port ;  and  then  three  of  his  men,  cockid^  their  pistols,  pointed  them  at  me  atrd  toid  me 
to  hold  my  tongue.  The  ofiicer  then  said  he  had  a  great  mind  to  take  me  prisoner  and 
take  me  to  the  States^  at  I  w^uU  make  a  d^-d  good  evideodt^  He  then  asked  me  if  any 
of  the  ''Chesapeake's''  men  were  below.  I  said,  ''No,"  as  I  thought  they  li^:  att  goor 
on  du«e»  Hy^  than  opened  the  haiebes  and  searehc^  the  tegset  ftom  oae  end  tq  the 
other,  and  took  away  as  prisoner  cMwof  the  Hiin  of  the  ^^  Chesapeake"  who  was  asleep  iip 
fhe  cabin  in  one  of  the  bertha,  and  a^Uige  quantity  of  trunks^  and  baggiige  and  other  nticles 
wliicb  had  bean  put  onboard  of  my  ysssii  by  some  of  the  lueo  of  the  '^  Cbasaj^eake/'and  k& 
the  vessel.  Tluct  the  seiorcb  WHa  eondiicted  th>oughottt  is  i^  v^y  rough  and  ^^rondKal 
manner,  and  a  guard  kept  on  deck  all  the  time  with  coeked  pji^tds.  That  at  about  h^ 
past  1 1  o'clock  A.M.  I  sailed  from  Sambro  Harbour  In  the  m&A  schooner  leaving  the  two 
steamers  there.  That  I  did  not  at  the  time  know  the  name  of  the  n^a^  that  was  taken 
fiwoB  my  veaael^  but  I  have  since  be^  infonaed  that  bis  Moxie  ia  John  Wade ;  and  I 
fofther  say  thiit  I  am  a  British  iubjeet  bom  in  Nova  Scotia^  aikd  have  never  taken  the  oatb 
of  lAegiance  to  any  foreign  State. 

(Signed)  JOHN  E.  HOLT. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Halifiix,  tiiis  I8th  day  of  Deceti^o  ^-^*  186& 
(8^ned)  P.  C.  HiLL>  Mayor ^  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Indosure  15  in  No.  5. 

Affidavit  of  Daniel  Murphy. 
Halifax^  ss. 

I,  DANIEL  MURPHY,  of  Dover,  in  the  County  of  Halifex,  mariner,  make  oath  and 
say : — ^That  I  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  *'  Investigator,"  John  E.  HolL  master^ 
^  w«f  on  board  of  her  when  she  was  in  Sambro  Harbour  on  the  17th  day  ^December 
ioataati  that  I  have  heard  the  affidavit  of  the  said  Jolin  £.  Holt,  which  i&  hereto 
aimexed,  i^sad  over  to  me,  and  I  say  that  the  statements  made  therein  are  true  in  every 
fHrtfeulac* 

(Signed)  DilNmLMURPilY^^Wa  ^mark^ 

Swon  to  be£^re  a^e,  at  Halifax^  thU  l&th  day  of  December,  l663|i  having  been  first 
Mad  e«ei!  attd  4X{^lmned^; 

(Signed)  P.  C.  Hill,  Mayor ^  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Inclosure  16  in*No.  5. 

Mr.  Tapper  to  Commander  Clarey,  U.8.N. 

Provincial  Secretary's  Office,  Halifax^  Nom  Scotia, 
Sjr,  December  16,  1863. 

I  HAVE  it  i»  goffUQaiMi  frow  his  Honour  the  Administrator  of  the  GovemBEiefit 
tb  iftfoiw  yw  tbrt  iafpiw^tipo  having  been  rec^ved  th^  pripoo^i  h»v^  been  jnade  of 
i«$tiri<i;uit}f  i»  jtbe  ^^rbow  o/  l^m)>n>,  a  Nova  ^ootiap  pprt^  hy  mAn-of-war  w4^  jgm 
jCojKimaDd/  his  Qoo^ur  c%umt  pm^k  my  vesael  in  the  service  of  the  United  jStat^* 
<^vm^^^t  to  Wv^  thift  post  mitil  due  M^Q9%atioa  has  been  wad?  a^to  these  aijkga^ops 
of  the  vic^iatim  ^f  j^rnational  likw. 

(Sig^)        '   CHARUES  TUPPEB,  Prammal  JSwateyy. 


locloeiire  17  in  No.  5. 
CSt>i»maiMler  Olarey,  US.N^  to  Mr.  Tapper. 


fiir,  ''  Dacotab,'  Halifaa,  Noiia  Scotia,  December  18,  16^. 

I  fiSG  to  Adfiaofwie^  the  reoeipt  c€  your  oommumcaticm  of  thia  day,  and  io  imply 
hanre  to  state  Ahat  I  ahaU  immecfia^ly  hand  over  the  ateamer  *'  Chesa{>Mke  "  to  tba  aivtlfao* 
ritiea  dilated  by  his  HofliCMir  t^  Adminktiator  of  /the  Gavernmant  to  veceive  her  ao  ^loon 
.aa  I  hame  sigiiified  to  me  the  ai^orities  aKKnnted  <to  raoaive  her,  and  the  time  aiaifdaoe, 
togalher  with  one  of  :the  purates  naiaed  Xiewge  Wadei  who  was  QanoeiiSied  in  the  illegal 
aaizi»e  ^andwho  was  iakmi  out  of  a  aehooaer  which  wias  attempting  to  coal  the  '^^  Ghcia* 
peake/'  asid  was  foand  mmfoped  up  in  a  bi^lo  tdbe)  of  the  ateamer  &Qm  the  eiCizeM  of 
S^e  United  ^States  on  the  7ih  instaitt,  and  anho  has  baen  identified  as  a  pirate  rbgr  Ibe 
adtnaasea  who  anived  hen  in  the  Uaitad  ^States'  gnn-.boat  ^^  Aoaoia»^  fiom  the  iUnited 
States  this  morning;  also  two  men  found  on  board  the  steamer  '' Cheaafwaka ^' /vhien 
alie  was  deiiTsered  if  the  ^iffioar  ^in  coDaanaDd  of  the  United  States'  etsaaaar  '^filla  and 
Aisua»'^  ssxd  mb&  ^weaa  idanttfa^  by  the  peaty  iwho  delivered  ibe  ateamer  to  the  aa»l  offiaer 
as  being  in  the  employ  of  the  pirates. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Sigiied)  A.  G.  CLAREY- 


Iodo0«Ma«flaiio.5. 
Comma»dv^  Clfirem^  US^^j  tfi  4tifi  Pr4imMl  ^tcretary. 

Sir>  ''  Bacotahy'  Halifax,  December  18, 1863.  ^ 

UPON  closing  my  reply  to  your  first  pommunication  of  tq-day  by  comm(^ld  ot  his 
HojQiour  the  Admmisti:at0r  of  tlie  Governmeut,  I  therein  proposed  thp  irxim^diately 
jjefivering  up  the  steam-boat  •*  Chesapeake,"  and  also  the  rendition  to  the  proper  authori* 
ties  of  certain  persons  Who  had, beep  Caken  under  circumstances  mentioned.  ^ 

Your  SiBCO^d  communipation  by  command  of  his  Honour  the  Administrator  pi  ttie 
Government  J  bqg  to  acknowledge,  in  which  you  stfite  ^*that  information  having  been 
given  that  prisoners  have  been  made  of  individuals  in  the  harbour  of  Sambro,  a  Npya 
ScQtian  port,  by  men-of-war  under  your  comxpand,  his  Honour  cannot  perpait  ^y  vestel 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States^^  Government  to  leave  thi^  pott  until  due  investi|;atii)n 
has  been  made  into  the  allegation  of  this  violation  of  international  law.'* 

I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  ifirst  pommunication  of  to-day.  . 

I  shall  be  glad  to  learn,  after  the  explanation  given  and  the  offered  n^^^ition  ^of 
persons  termed  prisouc^rs  in  your  note,  whetiier  it  is  consistent  with  the  friendly  relations 
f»)jH<4pgW^fP"  4^he  Britinjb  .ftttti  the  United  States*  Governments  that  the  ships  of  war 
of  theUmted  States  having  come  into  a  port  of  a  neutral  Power  for  a  purpose  previously 
explained,  and  now  oflfew^  -to  render  ijp  -to  -the  -proper  -withorities  persons  termed 
prisoners,  should  be  detained,  if  tji^e  o^^rs  therfipf  should  wish  to  depart  to  report 
themselves  to  their  own  Government. 

/       ,  thine,  &c. 

.        ,OS|igned)  A.  G.  CLAREY. 
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Indotore  19  in  No.  5. 

Mr.  TSipper  to  Commander  C/arey,  II.8.N. 

Provincial  Secretary's  Oj^ce^  Halifax^  Nova  Scotia, 
Sir,  December  19,  1863. 

IN  rqply  to  your  letters  of  to-day,  1  have  it  in  oommand  from  his  Honour  the 
Administrator  of  the  Government  to  inform  you  that  J.  J.  Sawyer,  Esquire,  High  Shcdff 
of  the  County  of  Halifax,  has  been  commisrioned  to  receive  at  the  Queen's  Wharf,  at 
1  o'dock  P.M.  to-morrow,  George  Wade  and  the  two  other  men  rrferred  to  in  your  first 
letter  of  to-day,  with  any  other  persons,  if  such  there  be  now  in  your  custody,  who  may 
have  been  taken  within  British  jurisdiction,  when  the  individuals  so  surrendered  will  be 
amenable  to  the  action  of  any  person  desirous  to  proceed  legally  against  them.  I  have  it 
also  in  command  to  inform  you  that  Captain  O'Bryan,  of  the  revenue  schooner  *^  Daring/ 
has  been  duly  authorized  to  receive  pmsession  of  the  steam-boat  **  Chesapeake ''  at  the 
place  where  she  is  now  at  anchor  at  z  o'clock  p.m.  to-morrow,  to  be  adjudicated  upon  by 
proper  authority.  I  am  at  the  same  time  commanded  to  inform  you  that  his  Honour 
Major-General  Doyle,  the  Administrator  of  the  Crovemment,  is  most  anxious  to  preserve 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power  the  friendly  relations  existing  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  but  he  cannot  but  feel  that  a  grave  infraction  of  international  law  has  been 
oommitted  by  the  men-of-war  now  in  this  ha^ur  bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 
Irrespective  altogether  of  the  taking  of  the  ^^ Chesapeake''  in  the  harbour  of  Sambro,  a 
forcible  entry  has  been  made  on  board  a  British  schooner  belonging  to  this  port,  and  a  man 
therein  made  prisoner  and  retained  in  your  custody,  together  with  two  other  men,  citizens 
of  this  place,  who  were  found  on  board  the  ''  Chesapeake/'  and  this  without  any  report  of 
sudi  grave  transactions  having  been  made  either  in  your  personal  interview  with  or  your 
first  official  report  in  writing  to  his  Honour  professing  to  explain  the  object  and  ctrcum- 
stances  of  your  visit  to  this  pwt,  nor  until  after  a  notification  had  been  forwarded  to  you 
by  his  Honour's  command  that  information  to  that  effect  had  been  given  to  this 
Government. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  state  that  the  second  note  addressed  to  you  to-day  was  written 
and  fcHTwarded  before  the  receipt  of  any  intimation  firom  you  that  you  had  in  your  cu^Uniy 
or  intended  to  surrender  any  prisoners. 

I  Iiave,  &C. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  TUPPER,  Provincial  Secretary. 


Inclosure  20  in  No.  5. 
Commander  Clarey,  U.S.N.,  to  Mr.  Tapper. 


Sir,  ^^  Dacotahy*  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia^  December  19,  1863. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  18th  instant, 
and  hasten  to  answer  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  *'  forcible  entry  on  board  a  British 
schooner  in  a  British  port^  and  a  man  therein  made  prisoner,  &c./'  by  informing  his 
Honour  the  Administrator  of  the  Government  that  my  first  communication  alluded  to  in 
your  note  was  written  and  inclosed  before  yours  was  received.  Also,  that  at  the  time  of 
my  personal  interview  with  his  Honour  the  Administrator  the  fitcts  connected  with  the 
scnooner  were  unknown  to  me,  also  to  the  Vice-Consul  for  the  United  States. 

I  beg  to  inclose  .you  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  Lord  Lyons  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  William  H.  Seward,  and  of  which  I  presume  his  Honour 
the  Administrator  of  the  Government  is  already  fully  apprised,  and  by  me  received  this 
day,  which  perhaps  may  alter  the  determination  of  nis  Honour  the  Administrator  of  the 
Government  respecting  the  steamer  **  Chesapeake." 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  G.  CLAREY. 


Inclosure  21  in  No.  5. 

Ii6r.  Setoard  to  Lord  Lyone,  December  18, 1863* 

tSee  Indosure  6  in  No.  SJ] 
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Inclosure  22  in  No.  5. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward^  December  18,  1863. 
[See  Inclosure  7  in  No.  3.] . 

Inclosure  23  in  No,  5. 

Mr,  Tupper  to  Commander  Clarey^  U.8.N. 

Provincial  Secretary's  Office^  Halifax,  Nova  Scotiaj 
Sir,  December  \9f  1863. 

I  AM  charged  by  Major-General  Doyle,  the  Administrator  of  the  Government,  ,to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tO'day,  together  with  a  copy  of  correspondence 
between  L6rd  Lyons  and  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States^  and 
I  am  directed  by  his  Honour  the  Administrator  to  say  in  reply  that  he  is  glad  to  be 
informed  that  your  firat  communication  of  yesterday  was  written  and  inclosed  before  'the 
receipt  by  you  of  my  second  letter  of  yesterday;  and  I  am  further  commanded  to  inform 
you  that  his  Honour  does  not  see  any  cause  to  alter  his  determination  communicated  to 
you  last  evening,  respecting  the  disposal  of  the  **  Chesapeake,"  and  the  prisoners  now  in 
your  keeping. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  TUPPER,  Provincial  Secretary. 


Inclosure  24  in  No.  5. 

.    Requimtion. 

Halifax^  Nova  Scotia,  December  19,  1863, 
I,  NATHANIEL  GUNNISON,  of  the  city  of  Halifax  and  county  of  Halifax,  Esquire, 
Vice-Consnl  of  the  United  States,  acting  as  Consul  in  the  absence  of  M.  M.  Jackson,  Consul, 
.request  of  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  that  they  will  give  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  all  the  assistance  and  co-operation  in  their  power  towards,  the  apprehension 
of  Henry  C.  Braine,  sometimes  called  John  C.  Braine,  Georgp  Brooks,  Henry  A.  Parr, 
George  Sears,  George  Moore,  Robert  Cox,  Gilbert  Cox,  James  Kenny,  George  Wade, 
Robert  Moore,  and  William  Harris,  of  the  United  States  of  America,  who  have  been 
guilty  of  an  act  of  piracy,  in  seizing  unlawfully  the  steamer  "  Chesapeake,"  an  American 
steamship  off  Cape  Cod,  and  causing  while  so  seizing  illegally  the  death  of  Owen  Shaffer, 
second  engineer  on  boatd  the  said  steam-ship,  by  shooting  him ;  that  I  request  the  assistance 
of  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia,  by  virtue  of  being  the  acting  Consular  officer  in  this 
city  and  province  and  upon  the  request  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  commu- 
nicated to  me  by  the  Honourable  H.  Seward,  that  the  said  Henry  C.  Braine,  sometimes 
called  John  C.  Braine,  George  Brooks,  Henry  A.  Parr,  George  Sears,  Geoi-ge  Moore, 
Robert  Cox,  Gilbert  Cox,  James  Kenny,  George  Wade,  Robert  Moore  and  William  Harris, 
are  offenders  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  are  now  seeking  an 
asylum  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  order  to  protect  themselves  and  evade  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  and  the  punishment  of  crimes  committed  within  the  jurisdibtion  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  crimes  as  well  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States  as  against 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  her  colonies  and  dependencies,  and  I  now 
request  the  assistance  of  the  Government  and  authorities  of  Nova  Scotia  by  virtue  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Treaty  commonly  called  the  Ashburton  Treaty,  and  made  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  United  States. 
^  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  NATHANIEL  GUNNISON,  Vice^Consul. 


Inclosure  25  in  No.  5. 

Warrant. 
Hali&z,  ss. 

I,  HASTINGS  DOYLE,  administering  the  Government  of  the  Province  of  Nova 
Scotia: 

To  all  Justices  of  the  Peace,  .aptd/oiher  Magistrates  and  officers  of  Justice  having 
power  to  commit  for  trial  persons  accused  of  crim6  against  the  laws  of  Nova  Scotia,  send 
greeting. 
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I,  the  said  Administrator  of  the  said  Government  of  this  Province  of  Nova  Scotia, 
acting  in  virtue  of  and  in  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  made  and  passed  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  years  of  the 
reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lady  Queen  Victoria,  entitled  an  Act  for  giving  eflfect  to  a  Treaty 
between  Her  Majesty  and  the  United  State}?  of  America  for  the  apprehension  of  certain 
offenders,  do  hereby  signify  and  make  known  to  you  that  by  authority  of  the  said  United 
States,  in  pursuance  of  and  according  to  the  said  Treaty,  which  in  the  said  Act  of 
Parliament  is  in  part  recited,  requisition  in  writing  has  been  made  to  the  effect  following, 
that  is  to  say  : — 

[See  Inclosure  24  in  No.  5.] 

And  I  require  you,  and  each  of  you,  within  your  several  jurisdictions,  to  govern 
yourselves  accordingly  to  the  end  that  the  said  Henry  C.  Braine,  sometimes  called  John 
C.  Braine,  George  Brooks,  Henry  A.  Parr,  George  Sears,  George  Moore,  Robert  Cox, 
Gilbert  Cox,  James  Kinney,  George  Wade,  Robert  Moore,  and  William  Harris,  persons  in 
ihe  said  requisition,  accused  as  aforesaid,  may  be  arrested  and  dealt  with  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  Treaty. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Halifax,  in  the  said  province,  the  19th  day  of 
December^  a.d.  1863. 

(Signed)  HASTINGS  DOYLE,  Administrator  of  the  Qovemmmt. 


Inclosure  26  in  No.  5. 
Mr.  Gunnison  to  Mr.  Tupper. 

Sir,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  December  19,  1863. 

MAY  I  call  the  attention  of  his  Honour  the  Administrator  of  the  Government  to 
the  fact  that  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  official  communication  which  passed  between  the 
offioer  in  command  of  the  United  States'  Navy  in  this  harbour  through  his  Honour  the 
Provincial  Secretary  of  Nova  Scotia,  were  this  day  delivered  to  the  proper  authorities  at 
half-past  1  o'clock. 

A  warrant  was  previously  taken  out,  and  at  this  time  in  the  hands  of  a  police  officer 
for  the  purpose  of  apprehending  George  Wade,  an  offender  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  one  of  the  persons  so  delivered,  and  concerned  in  the  piracy  and  murder  on 
board  the  *'  Chesapeake,"  and  that  the  citizens  of  Halifax  interfered  with  the  officer 
attempting  to  execute  the  warrant  and  held  him  back  from  seizing  George  Wade,  a  pirate, 
and  that  Dr.  Almon  in  particular,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Halifax,  prevented  the  officer 
from  discharging  his  duty  by  holding  him  back. 

I  submit  whether  such  conduct  is  in  accordance  with  the  friendly  relations  subsisting 
between  the  two  Powers  and  the  Treaty  made  by  them  for  the  extradition  of  criminals. 

May  I  request  that  as  the  pirate  George  Wade  has  been  prevented  from  bei^ 
arrested  by  British  subjects,  that  his  Honour  the  Administrator  of  the  Government  wiu 
take  steps  for  his  apprehension,  as  he  is  now  being  rowed  down  the  harbour  in  a  boat  by 
two  fishermen* 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  NATHANIEL  GUNNISON,  Vice^Consul. 


Inclosure  2^7  in  No.  5. 
Mr.  Tupper  to  the  Mayor  of  Halifax. 

Sir,  Halifaaiy  Nova  Scotia^  December  19,  1863:. 

I  HAVE  it  in  command  from  his  Honour  the  Administrator  of  the  Government  to 
inform  you  that  N.  Gunnison,  Esq.,  Vice-Consul  of  the  United  States,  has  this  moment 
advised  his  Honour  that  the  police  officers  of  this  city  have  been  prevented  by  the  citizens 
from  executing  a  warrant  against  George  Wade,  charged  with  piracy  and  murder,  and  I  am 
further  commanded  to  desire  you  to  use  your  best  exertions  for  the  service  of  said 
warrant,  and  to  state  that  if  the  police  force  under  your  command  is  not  sufficient  therefor 
his  Honour  will  place  any  force  at  your  disposal  which  you  may  require  in  order  that  the 
law  may  not  be  obstructed  in  its  execution. 

A  copy  of  Mr.  Gkinnison's  iq^licatioii  for  assistance  in  tbe  appreh^isiog  of{Qeorge 
Wade  is  herewith  inclosed. 

^Stgned)^  e.  TUPPEl^  VrommMl  /SMmtatyi 
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Inclosure  28  in  No,  ^. 

Tie  Maypr  of  Halifax  to  the  Provincial  Sfcrfldi^. 

Sir,  Mayor* s  Office,  Halifax^  D^ember  18,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day's  dato.  la 
reply,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  deeply  regret  that  any  such  occurrence  should  have  taken  place, 
but  I  am  assured  that  the  City  Marshal  used  every  effort  in  his  power  to  execute  the 
process  entrusted  to  him  at  the  time  referred  to,  and  although  unsuccessful  on  that 
occasion  T  beg  to  assure  you  tliat  every  effort  will  continue  to  be  made  to  apprehend  the 
parties  Aamed  in  the  process,  notwithstanding  that  I  have  received  a  communication  from 
the  Vice-Con  sul  of  the  United  States  informing  me  that  he  does  not  wish  the  services  of 
the  police  in  the  matter  any  further. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  CARTERET  HILL. 


Inclosure  29  in  No.  5. 

Mr.  Gunnison  to  the  Mayor  of  Hal\fax. 

Sir,  Halifax y  December  19.  1863. 

AS  it  is  evident  from  what  has  just  transpired  on  the  Queen's  Wharf  that  the  pirates 
of  the  ^Chesapeake"  cannot  be  arrested  in  this  city,  I  therefore  feel  it  incumbent  onmetQ 
notify  you  that  the  United  States'  Government  at  present  will  not  require  the  fi^rthor 
services  of  the  police  of  this  city. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)        '   NATHANIEL  GUNNISON,  Vice-Conml 


Inclosure  30  in  No.  5. 
The  Mayor  of  Halifax  to  Mr.  Hickman. 


Sir,  Mayors  Office,  Halifax,  December  21,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  City  Marshal's  report,  to 
which  I  referred  in  my  last  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  for  the  information  of  his  Honour  the 
Adminifitrator  of  the  Government. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  CARTERET  HILL. 


Inclosure  31  in  No.  5. 
Mr,  Hutt  to  the  City  Marshal. 


Sir,  Halifax,  December  21,  1863. 

BY  your  direction  and  with  a  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Mayor,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Queen's  Wharf  on  the  19th  day  of  the  month  at  1  o'clock  for  the  purpose  of 
arresting  George  Wade,  charged  with  murder  and  pimcy.  I  was  made  aware  that  the  said 
George  Wade  was  then  a  prisoner  on  board  of  one  of  the  United  States*  gun-boats  now 
in  the  harbour,  and  would  be  brought  on  shore  at  that  hour,  and  handed  over  to  the 
Sheriff. 

I  met  the  Sheriff  on  the  Wharf,  and  told  him  that  I  had  a  warrant  for  Wade ;  he  told 
me  to  give  the  prisoner  two  or  three  minutes  after  he  released  him  before  I  arrested  him. 
Met  Dr.  Almon  on  the  Wharf.  Asked  me  my  business  ;  I  told  him,  and  showed  him  the 
warrant  with  the  Mayor's  signature  to  it ;  he  said  it  was  a  shame.  I  was  standing  at  the 
head  of  the  slip;  then  the  United  States'  man-of-war  boat  came  to  the  shore  with  prisoners. 
I  was  then  joined  by  Policeman  Hood  and  Burke  and  yourself.     The  slip  is  an  inclined 

?lace  running  down  to  the  water  about  fourteen  or  J^ixteen  feet  from  the  capsil  of  the  wharf, 
'he  prisoner  Wade  was  landed  at  the  water's  edge  on  the  slip,  and  I  went  towards  him ;  he 


was  in  irons,  and  on  his  landing  on  the  slip  his  irons  were  taken  off.     I  did  not  hear  the 
Sheriff  say  he  was  free,  but  heard  some  person  say,  **  He  is  in  the  boat.''     I  ran  down  the 
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slip  to  the  water^s  edge,  and  called  upon  the  persons  in  the  boat  to  bring  the  boat  back, 
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1  a  revolver  when  they  backed  the  boat.  As  the  boat  was  backing  to  the  slip 
ound  the  arms  by  Dr.  Almon,  who  told  the  men  in  the  boat  to  go  on ;  I  was 
by  Alexander  Keith,  jun.^  who  tried  to  get  the  pistol  out  of  my  hand,  and  also 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  interference  of  Dr.  Almon,  Alexander  Keith^  jun., 
id  others  I  have  no  doubt  but  I  could  have  secured  the  man  Wade.  With 
slip  when  the  prisoner  was  landed^  I  would  state  that  it  runs  down  from  the 
brty  or  fifty  feet,  and  is  more  than  twelve  feet  wide,  and  a  crowd  of  persons 
the  time.  I  wish  further  to  inform  you  that  when  1  presented  my  pistol  at 
h  was  carrying  away  Wade,  I  had  the  warrant  for  his  arrest  in  my  left  hand, 
oy  right  at  the  time  I  was  seized  by  Dr.  ^Imon. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LEWIS  HUTT. 


Inclosure  32  in  No.  5. 

The  City  Marshal  to  the  Mayor  of  Halifax. 

City  Marshafs  Office,  Halifax,  December  21,  1863, 
ience  to  the  request  of  your  Worship  contained  in  your  communic^ation  of  the 
I  have  the  honour  to  furnish  a  report  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
ecution  of  the  warrant  against  George  Wade  on  Saturday  last, 
understood  from  the  Attorney  of  the  American  Consul  that  (Jeorge  Wade  was 
on  the  day  in  question  at  the  Queen's  Wharf,  I  detached  what  I  judged  to  be 
Dlice  force  to  arrest  and  secure  him  when  he  was  landed. 

1  and  2  o'clock  a  boat  bearing  the  American  flag,  with  the  prisoner  on  board, 
s  on,  landed  at  a  confined  and  inclined  slip,  which  is  at  the  wharf  where  the 
e  County  of  Halifax  and  thtj  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  were 
cure  the  prisoner. 

ioners  were  then  unshacl^led,  and  as  I  have  since  understood  the  Sheritf  said 
were  at  liberty.  When  the  prisoners  were  landed  and  unshackled  Policemen 
and  Burke  were  on  the  slip  and  close  to  where  Wade  was  standing. 
1  something  to  communicate  to  the  American  Consul  I  left  the  slip,  and  went 
I  and  his  attorney,  who  were  on  the  wharf  a  short  distance  from  the  slip.  On 
d  I  perceived  one  of  the  prisoners  in  a  fishing  boat,  and  I  inquired  of  the 
:he  person  in  the  boat  was ;  he  informed  me  it  was  Wade.     I  at  once  rushed 

slip,  but  ray  progress  was  impeded  by  the  number  of  boatmen  who  were 
he  slip  and  near  the  bottom  of  it,  and  so  blocked  it  up  that  before  I  could  get 

had  gone  out  of  reach,  and  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  arrest  Wade.  At 
iw  Policeman  Hutt,  with  a  pistol  in  his  hand,  who  commanded  the  return  of 

he  was  disregarded.  Finding  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  reach  the  boat 
ran  on  the  wharf,  thinking  I  could  board  the  boat  containing  the  prisoner 
lissariat  boat,  which  was  moored  at  the  wharf  without  any  one  in  her.  I  called 
1  in  the  boat  which  had  Wade  on  board  to  return,  but  a  number  of  voices  from 
ed  them  to  go  on,  which  they  did.  Before  the  boat  had  got  out  of  the  dock  I 
I  officer  in  charge  of  the  United  States'  boat  which  brought  the  prisoner  on 
e  to  my  assistance,  but  this  was  neglected.  On  the  fishing  boat  getting 
3ach  the  crowd  on  the  wharf  cheered  them.  I  have  understood  that  the  boat 
red  Wade  was  in  charge  of  Gallagher  and  Holland. 

assure  your  Worship  that  every  possible  eftbrt  was  made  in  my  power,  and  as 
he  policemen  present,  to  arrest  Wade ;  but  that  from  the  circumscribed  space 
i  landed,  and  the  crowded  state  of  the  space,  it  was  beyond  the  power  of  either 

men  to  do  more  than  was  done. 

equired  the  policemen  to  furnish  a  detailed  report  of  the  circumstances  within 
Igc,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GARRET  COTTER 

No.  6. 

'General  Doyle  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.— {Received  January  6,  1864.) 

ce,  Government  House,  Halifax^  Nova  Scotia,  December  24,  1863. 

patch  to  your  Grace  of  the  23rd  instant,  and  of  same  date  to  Lord  Lyons, 
ich  is  herewith  inclosed,  explains  fully  the  action  ot  this  Government  in 
e  *' Chesapeake.*' 
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2.  After  the  steamer  had  left  with  my  despatch  to  Lord  Lyons  I  received  ^om  his 
Lordship  a  telegram  dated  December  22,  stating  that  an  official  re^uisiti^  ^^d  been 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington  for  the  extradition,;^^^^^^  the  Treaty, 
of  John  C.  Braine  and  others  therein  named,  charged  with  the  cnme^  of  piracy  and  m^SiTder 
on  board  the  United  States'  steamer  ''  Chesapeake." 

At  the  same  time  I  received  a  second  despatch  da^j  December  22,  informing  me 
that  the  United  States'  Government  had  intercepted  a  letter,  which  had  excited  appre- 
hensions that  the  "Chesapeake'*  would  be  seiied  in  this  port  by  Confederates,  and 
inquiring  when  this  Government  would  give  her  up  to  the  owners  on  the  requisition  of 
the  United  States'  Government. 

To  this  I  replied  by  telegram,  that  my  Government  had  decided  to  put  the  "  Chesa- 
peake'' into  the  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty,  and  that  she  could  only  be  given  up  upon  the 
ordw  of  that  Court,  but  that  proper  precautions  had  been  taken  for  her  safety. 

3.  A  communication  having  been  received  by  the  Provincial  Secretary  from  the 
United  States'  Vice-Consul,  also  exhibiting  anxiety  respecting  the  **  Chesapeake,"  I 
directed  a  reply  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Gunnison,  informing  him  that  no  danger  need  be 
^apprehended. 

4.  The  legal  questions  connected  with  the  "Chesapeake"  will  thus  be  judicially 
disposed  of  by  a  competent  Tribunal ;  and  I  have  instructed  the  Crown  Officers  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  bring  to  justice  the  parties  charged  with  obstructing  the  execution 
of  the  warrant  against  Wade. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HASTINGS  DOYLE. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  6. 
Myor- General  Doyle  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Halifas,  December  23,  1863. 

THE  unexpected  arrival  of  the  steamer  from  England  compels  me  to  send,  for  the 
information  of  your  Lordship,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  had  prepared  for  transmission 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  instead  of  a  full  report  which  I  had  intended  to 
prepare  upon  the  subject  of  the  "  Chesapeake"  and  matters  connected  with  her,  especially 
for  you-  I  may  add  that  the  Government  had  decided  to  put  the  **  Chesapeake"  in  the 
Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  here  for  the  porpose  of  obtaining  a  judicial  decision  upon  every 
question  arising  in  connection  with  her. 

Your  telegram  received  late  last  evening  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  my  Govern- 
ment this  morning,  when,  after  receiving  their  advice  based  on  the  opinion  of  the  Crown 
Officers,  I  will  reply  by  telegraph  to  the  proposal  you  have  communicated  from  the 
Honourable  W.  H.  Seward  to  have  the  "  Chesapeake"  delivered  to  the  owners  upon  the 
requisition  of  the  United  States'  Government. 

As  at  present  advised,  I  do  not  see  how  the  '*  Chesapeake"  can  properly  be  delivered 
up  except  upon  an  onler  from  the  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty ;  but  I  presume  it  will  be 
quite  competent  for  that  Court  to  smTender  her  to  the  assumed  owners  upon  their  giving 
the  necessary  bail  to  abide  by  the  ultimate  decision  of  this  Court. 

I  trust  I  need  not  assure  your  Lordship  of  the  very  deep  anxiety  I  have  felt  throughout 
this  very  complicated  question  to  keep  steadily  in  view  your  Lordship's  opinion  that  as 
much  as  dignitj%  humanity,  and  law  warrant  should  be  done  to  content  the  Government 
0i  the  United  States,  but  of  course  no  more. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HASTINGS  DOYLE. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  6. 

Mr.  Gunnison  to  Mr.  Tupper. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
Sir,  December  23,  1863. 

1  BEG  to  inform  the  Government  of  this  province  that  I  have  received  information 
from  my  Government  of  the  feet  that  1,000  rifles  have  been  shipped  from  New  York  to 
Nova  Seotia  by  the  rebel  agents  for  rebel  purposes  in  Halifax.  The  fact  is  reported  jto  me 
as  certain. 

1  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  matter,  and  request  that  such 
steps  be  t^en  by  the  proper  authorities  for  the  seizure  of  these  arms. 
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i  wStdd  fnrther  say  that  1  have  reason  to  fear  the  re-seizure  of  the  ^  Chesapeake -^  by 
ilie.fnrateB  ail8  their  abettors  in  this  province. 

I  have^  &c. 
(Signed)  N.  GUNNISON,  Fice-Cbnwrf, 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  6. 
Afr.  Tupper  to  Mr,  Gunnison. 


Provincial  Secretary's  Office,  Halifax^ 
December  24,  1863. 
commazid  from  his  Honour  the  Administrator  of  the  Government  to 
ur  oommnnication  of  y^esterday^  that  proper  precautions  have  been 
safety  of  the  **  Chesapeake/' 
I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  TUPPER,  Provincial  Secretary. 


No.  7. 
nor  Gordon  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. — {Received  January  6,  18640 

Fredericton,  December  21,  1863. 
JLE  excitement  was  created  a  few  days  ago  in  the  city  of  St.  John  by 
that  port  of  the  steamer  "  Chesapeake,"  lately  captured  by  persons 
ers  and  sailors  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 
1  passengers  on  board  the  "  Chesapeake  "  were  landed  at  St.  John ;  and 
f  this  transaction  will  reach  your  Grace  from  other  quarters,  I  inclose 
apture  as  reported  by  the  crew  and  passengers  landed  at  St.  John,  and 
in  a  newspaper  which  is  generally  looked  on  as  the  organ  of  the 
John,  and  the  other  in  one  of  the  many  journals  published  in  that  dty 
»use  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ARTHUR  GORDON. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  7. 

t.  John%  New  Brunswick^  *^  Morning  Telegraph*'  (Confederate  organ)* 

[E  ''  Chesapeake." — Another  of  those  thrilling  incidents  which  have 
ar  between  the  Federals  and  Confederates  has  occurred  to  create  a 
droughout  our  city  which  will  extend  as  far  through  the  Northern  and 
elegraph  wires  and  newspapers  can  carry  the  intelligence. 
Asenger  and  freight  steamer  *'  Chesapeake,"  one  of  a  line  that  plies 
3w  York  and  Portland,  Maine,  left  New  York  harbour  at  4  o'clock  in 
jrijay  last,  with  about  twenty  passengers  (exclusive  of  the  crew)  and  a 
erything  went  well  until  the  steamer  had  been  some  eleven  hours  at 
n  Sunday  morning — when  fifteen  of  the  passengers,  who  were  then 
ifederates;  rose  on  the  crew,  overpowered  the  latter,  and  took  posses- 
he  name  of  the  Confederate  States.  This  occurred  about  twenty-five 
Cod.  These  Confederates  were  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
derate  service,  who  was  in  St.  John  several  months  last  summer,  and 
at  the  Waverley  House.  It  is  said  that  a  dozen  shots  were  fired  at 
he  '*  Chesapeake,"  none  of  which  took  eflfect.  The  first  engineer  was 
ad  engineer,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  engines  at  the  time  of  the 
id,  and  his  body  thrown  overboard, — one  account  says  because  it  was 
(federates  that  he  was  exhausting  the  steam  in  the  boilers,  and  making 
►  blow  the  vessel  up.  After  the  death  of  the  seoond  engineer  the  first 
ed  to  work  the  engines.  The  ipate  was  wounded  in  the  leg.  The  crew 
f  the  passengers,  Captain  Osborne,  of  this  port,  who  formerly  sailed  the 
compelled  to  take  the  wheel  and  «teer  the  vessel  in  the  direction  of  the 
other  paseaigers  were  kept  below  in  the  cabin,  where  they  were  at  the 
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time  of  the  surprise.  It  is  said  that  the  vessel  waa  seized  during  the  weakest  watch,  and 
when  there  were  only  some  five  or  six  of  the  c*eW  on  duty.  When  the  "  Chesapeake/' 
under  its  new  managers,  had  arrived  up  the  bay,  it  hailed  Mr.  George  MuIherrin'B  ]»lot* 
boat  '*  Simonds,'*  and  transferred  the  remaining  passengers,  some  frve  or  six,  to  her;  tanking 
her  in  tow.  Opposite  Musquash,  New  Brunswick,  the  "  Chesapeake  "  slowed  her  engines, 
and  finally  stopped ;  and  the  Confederates  those  of  the  steamer's  crew  whom  they  had 
decided  not  to  detain  just  ten  minutes  to  get  into  boats  and  go  ashore,  which  they  did  with 
considerable  agility.  But  while  this  was  going  on,  a  skiflF  put  off  from  the  shore  carrying 
on  board  the  "  Chesapeake  ''  a  Confederate  oflBcer,  who  immediately  took  command  of  ner. 
[Another  account  says  he  boarded  her  oflF  Grand  Manna.]  The  steamer  then  proceeded 
up  to  the  mouth  of  our  harbour  and  anchored  below  Partridge  Island  yesterday  (WednesdfCy) 
morning  about  4  o'clock.  Osborne,  whose  *  services  were  no  longer  required,  was  then 
sent  ashore.  The  "  Simonds,"  with  the  passengers  from  the  ^'  Chesapeake,"  arrived 
yesterday  morning  about  9  o'clock ;  Captain  Willett  also  arrived  in  the  "  Simonds.'^  It  is 
said  on  the  streets  that  the  **Simonds"  took  down  a  crew  fiom  this  port  to  man  the 
*'  Chesapeake,"  under  Confederate  colours ;  and  that  when  the  steamer  arrived  off  Partridge 
Island  she  was  met  by  a  vessel  from  which  she  received  a  supply  of  coal.  It  appears  there 
was  previously  only  coal  enough  on  board  the  steamer  to  last  twenty-four  hours.  It  id  also 
believed  that  several  Confederate  gentlemen  who  had  been  in  our  city  for  a  number  of  dajrs 
back  are  missing,  and  the  presumption  is  that  they  left  in  the  *'  Chesapeake  *'  yesterday 
morning.  The  officer  who  boarded  the  steamer  at  Musquash  would  probably  convey 
information  to  Lieutenant  Braine  and  his  party  of  the  exact  state  of  matters  off  this 
harbour.  H  seems  that  the  Confederates  carried  off  with  them  the  first  and  third  engineers 
and  some  of  the  firemen. 

The  above  is  the  substance  of  statements  made  by  Captain  Osborne,  who  was  obliged 
to  play  a  part  in  the  affair  as  well  as  the  engineers,  and  by  the  American  passengers  on  the 
steamer. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  read  the  account  of  the  affair  as  furnished  by  the 
**  Evening  Globe,**  and  have  carefully  compared  the  two  narratives.  They  differ  in  some 
particulars ;  but  as  the  greater  portion  of  our  information  comes  fi'om  a  British  subject,  and 
an  unprejudiced  person,  we  consider  it  as  correct  as  can  be  obtained  under  the  circum* 
stances.     From  the  '*  Globe's  statement  we  make  some  quotations : — 

*' .  .  •  .  The  second  engineer  had  charge  of  the  engine  at^  the  time  [of  the 
seizure] ;  and  the  conspirators,  apparently  afraid  from  his  movements  that  he  contemplated 
either  breaking  down  the  engine  or  bursting  the  boiler,  shot  him  down  in  cold  blood,  a  ball 
passing  through  his  neck  and  head ;  his  body  was  afterwards  thrown  overboard.  The  fmrt 
engineer,  who  hurried  up  to  see  what  the  trouble  was,  was  in  the  act  of  stooping  down  to 
pick  up  his  comrade,  when  somebody,  with  an  oath,  ordered  him  to  desist,  and  immediately 
after  he  was  fired  at,  the  ball  canying  away  a  part  of  his  lip,  and  inflicting  a  severe  wound, 
.  .  .  .  The  attacking  party  was  composed  of  sixteen  persons,  under  command  of 
Henry  Braine.  This  Braine  has  been,  we  are  told,  in  this  city ;  and  it  is  also  currently 
reported  that  the  party  rendezvoused  here  ;  they  went  on  in  the  American  boat  to  Portland, 
thence  overland  to  New  York.  At  New  York  Braine  represented  himself  as  an  ageUt  Of 
some  English  Steam-boat  Company,  and  the  courtesy  of  a  free  pass  in  the  ^Chesa- 
peake *  was  extended  to  him.  He  requested  this  kindness  in  the  way  stated  above.  The 
second  in  command  is  named  Parr,  and  he  claims  to  be  one  of  the  oflicers  who  escaped  with 

Morgan Captain  Willett  says  that  the  parties  generally  were  poorly  cfeid,  and 

looked  to  be  in  straightened  circumstances.  He  also  says  that  he  and  his  crew  wei'ci 
robbed  of  nearly  everthing  they  possessed  ;  the  passage-money  collected  on  the  voyage  waM 
taken  from  him.  The  *  Chesapeake '  had  very  fittle  coal,  and  a  small  amount  of  providiortw, 
Braine  said  he  would  take  the  steamer  to  Wilmington." 

The  vessel  and  cargo  are  valued  at  180,000  dollars.  The  passengers  and  creW  of  th* 
•*  Chesapeake ''  are  reported  as  stating  here  that  the  parties  who  seized  the  stemn^r 
included  St.  John  and  Carleton  men,  but  no  explanation  is  oflfered  as  to  how  they  wef^ 
able  to  recognize  men  whom  they  had  never  seen  before  as  belonging  to  this  city.  Ai 
opinion  also  seems  to  prevail  among  their  friends  here  that  Captain  Osborne  was  mnced  ttjji 
in  the  plot ;  and  in  proof  of  this  they  say  that  when  Lieutenant  Braine  awoke  him  iri  tfife 
cabin  and  ordered  him  on  deck  Osborne  kicked  the  lieutenant.  We  presume  that  sditte 
idlowance  must  be  made  for  lacerated  feelings  under  these  circumstances.  Every  ohfe, 
whether  Northern  or  Southern  in  sympathy,  must  regret  the  shedding  of  blood  in  the  afili£ii|. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  person  in  this  community  has  had  anything:  t&  do  with^  rafe 
Mj^re. 
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Inclosure  2  in  No.  7. 

n  the  St.  JohrCs,  New  Brunswick,  **  Daily  Evening  Globe'*  (Federal  organ). 

DiNARY  Affair. — Capture  of  a  Federal  Steamer,  and  Her  Arrival 
. — ^The  steamer  '^  Chesapeake,"  Captain  Willett,  running  between  Portland 
k,  as  a  passenger  and  freight  boat,  and  somewhat  famous  as  one  of  the 
;ed  with  the  '*  Forest  City  "  in  the  capture  of  the  men  who  stole  the  revenue 
i^ortland  Harbour,  left  New  York  on  Saturday  last  at  4  p.m.,  with  a  number 

On  Monday  morning,  at  1*30,  when  twenty  miles  north-north-east  of  Cape 
rs  and  crew  were  overpowered  -by  a  portion  of  the  passengers,  and  the  vessel 
)n  of  in  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States. 

the  morning  watch,  and  of  course  the  greater  portion  of  the  crew  were  in 
The  first  intimation  the  captain  had  of  anything  wrong  was  his  being  fired 
^  times  from  behind  as  he  was  going  below.  He  thinks  he  was  fired  at  nine 
^ssion,  and  wonders  he  was  not  killed.  He  escaped  unscathed.  He  was 
a  pistol  put  to  his  head,  and  his  surrender  demanded  as  a  prisoner  to  the 
ates.  The  second  engineer  had  charge  of  the  engine  at  the  time,  and  the 
pparently  afraid  from  his  movements  that  he  contemplated  either  breaking 
le  or  bursting  the  boiler,  shot  him  down  in  cold  blood,  a  ball  passing  through 
ead ;  his  body  was  afterwards  thrown  overboard.  The  first  engineer,  who 
»ee  what  the  trouble  was,  was  in  the  act  of  stooping  down  to  T)ick  up  his 

somebody,  with  an  oath,  ordered  him  to  desist,  and  immediately  after  he 
le  ball  carrying  away  a  part  of  his  lip  and  inflicting  a  severe  wound.  The 
)y  two  balls,  one  in  the  arm  and  one  in  the  knee ;  but  is  not  dangerously 

of  the  statements  that  we  have  heard  concur  in  that  no  demand  was  made 
ler  of  the  vessel ;  no  intimation  of  any  kind  given  before  the  firing  of  the 
ans  then  spread  themselves  through  the  vessel ;  the  oflicers  and  crew,  twelve 
Qumber,  were  handcuflTed ;  and  the  passengers,  of  whom  there  were  six  or 
ren  to  understand  that  they  would  be  allowed  their  liberty  if  they  kept 

jking  party  was  composed  of  sixteen  persons,  under  command  of  Henry 
Braine  has  been,  we  are  told,  in  this  city;  and  it  is  also  currently  reported 
rendezvoused  here  ;  they  went  on  in  the  American  boat  to  Portland,  thence 
iw  York.  At  New  York  Brain6  represented  himself  as  an  agent  of  some 
-boat  Company,  and  the  courtesy  of  a  free  pass  in  the  "  Chesapeake"  was 
m.  He  requested  this  kindness  in  the  way  stated  above.  The  second  in 
lamed   Parr,  and  he  claims  to  be  one  of  the  officers  who  escaped  with 

boat  was  taken  possession  of,  Braine  said  they  intended  to  go  to  St.  John, 

ssengers  was  a  man  whose  name  we  did  not  hear,  belonging  to  this  city. 

y  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  Braine  compelled  him  to 

)n  Tuesday  morning  the  ^*  Chesapeake  "  stopped  at  Seal  Harbour,  or  some 

named  place  in  Grand  Manan.     Last  night  about   10  o'clock  she  came  up 

Island,  and  a  passing  pilot-boat  was  hailed,  ordered  to  come  to,  and  the 

mate  and  passengers,  put  on  board  and  brought  to  this  city,  where  they 

)'clock   this  morning.      When    Captain  Willett  was  ironed,  he    urgently 

3  allowed  to  speak  to  the  engineer ;  the  request  was  not  granted  at  first,  but 

importunities,  an  interview  was  allowed  him.     His  first  instruction  was  to 

3  engine,  but  here  one  of  the  party  interposed,  and  threatened  instant  death 

•  should  he  attempt  anything  of  the  kind.     The  engineer  was  not  landed 

f  the  crew,  but  carried  off  to  work  the  steamer,  none  of  the  party  on  board 

;ed  with  machinery.     Braine  said  that  he  intended  to  have  brought  two 

him  from  New  York,  but  they  got  drunk  and  it  was  impossible  to  get 

d.     Captain  Willett  says  that  the  parties  were  generally  poorly  clad,  and 

in  straightened  circumstances.     He  also  says  that  he  and  his  crew  were 

rly  everything  they  possessed ;  the  passage  money  collected  on  the  voyage 

m  him.     The  "  Chesapeake "  had  very  little  coal,  and  a  small  amount  of 

raine  said  he  would  take  the  steamer  to  Wilmington.     There  was  a  report 

sapeake  "  had  obtained  coal  from  a  schooner  in  the  Bay,  but  all  the  evidence, 

uld  learn,  is  against  this.    It  was  also  said  that  several  parties  here  belonging 

irate  States  went  off  in  the  steamer  this  morning.     The  whole  thing  was 

remeditated,  as  Southern  Americans  here  have  boasted  during  the  past  two 

in  our  hearing,  that  something  startling  would  soon  take  place,  and  this 
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fafiilir  is  thought  to  he  bdt  the  beginning  of  soine  Comprehensive  scheme,  the  special  object 
of  which  18  as  yet  a  mystery. 

"Hie 'killing  of  the  second  engineer  was  a  cowardly  act,  ^nd  the  whole  thing,  though 
evidencing  some  skill  ill  the  plannirig,  lacks  the  higher  qualities  of  courage  or  heroism  to 
extenuate  it. 

The  steamer  and  cargo  are  said  to  be  worth  $180^000.  There  was  a  small  amount 
-of  ammunition  on  board  but  ho  ball.  Emery  and  Fox  are  the  agents  of  the  steamer  at 
Portland.  The  **  Church  Witness  "  to-day  says  that  an  officer  in  the  Confederate  service 
who  has  been  staying  at  the  Waverley  Hotel  lately,  left  the  city  yesterday  afternoon  in  a 
pilot-boat. 

The  names  of  the  crew  landed  here  are  as  follows : — 

Isaac  Willett,  Captain  ;  John  P.  Willett ;  Francis  St.  Clair ;  D.  C.  McAllister ; 
David  Hopkins ;  Albion  Oslin  ;  John  Anderson  ;  Peter  Whalen ;  Thomas  Hudkins  j 
Richard  Leisson  ;  Joseph  H.  Curtis. 

In  the  above  are  the  names  only  of  those  at  the  Mansion  House.  We  have  not  that 
of  the  wounded  mate,  nor  those  of  two  or  three  others  of  the  crew. 


No.  8. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  January  9,  1864.) 

(Extract.)  Washington,  December  29,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Liordship  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Major- 
Greneral  Doyle,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  telegram  in  which  I  inquired,  at 
Mr.  Seward's  request,  whether  the  ^*  Chesapeake "  could  be  made  over  at  once  to  her 
owners  if  they  applied  for  her,  with  the  sanction  of  the  United  States'  Government. 

Major-General  Doyle  has  sent  me  copies  of  his  despatch  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle of  the  23rd  instant  and  its  inclosures,  giving  a  full  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  United  States'  Vice-Consul  and  naval  officers,  as  well  as  of  those  of  the 
British  authorities  in  Nova  Scotia.  The  details  of  the  events  which  grew  out  of  the 
arrival  of  the  "  Chesapeake  "  in  the  waters  of  that  province  have  been  brought  to  ray  know- 
ledge for  the  first  time  by  these  papers.  I  had  not  been  without  misgivings,  but  I  confess 
that  I  was  by  no  means  prepared  to  learn  that  the  violation  of  the  territorial  rights  of 
Great  Britain  by  the  United  States'  naval  officers  had  been  so  flagrant  and  so  serious,  ot 
the  proceedings  of  those  officers  so  violent  and  so  unjustifiable,  as  they  are  now  shown  to 
have  been.  Mr.  Seward  was  absent  from  Washington  when  the  papers  reached  me,  and 
he  has  not  yet  returned.  He  is,  however,  expected  here  to-morrow,  and  I  shall,  without 
a  moment's  loss  of  time,  confer  with  him  upon  the  intelligence  which  I  have  received.  I 
have  thought  it  better  to  be  silent  on  the  subject  during  his  absence.  The  prisoners  taken 
by  the  United  States'  officers  on  British  territory  have  been  given  up  by  them,  and  the 
**  Chesapeake"  has  been  handed  over  to  the  Nova  Scotian  authorities.  The  question,  there- 
fore, which  now  i^emains  is,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  reparation  due  from  the  Govern" 
ment  of  the  United  States  for  the  wrong  committed  by  its  oificers ;  and  Mr.  Seward 
announced  beforehand,  in  his  note  of  the  18th  of  this  month,  that  if  any  authority  had 
been  assumed  by  officers  within  the  waters  or  on  the  soil  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  would  at  once  express  its  profound  icgret.  and  be  ready  to  nmke 
amends  which  would  be  entirely  satisfactory.  The  case  being  in  this  position,  I  think  that 
it  is  prudent,  and  that  it  is  due  to  Mr.  Seward,  that  I  should  discuss  the  matter  with  him 


in  a  friendly  and  confidential  manner  before  taking  any  further  steps  with  regard  to  it. 


Inclosure  in  No.  8. 

Major-Qeneral  Doyle  to  Lord  Lyons,  December  23,  1863. 

[See  Tnclosure  1  in  No.  6.] 


No.  9. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  RusselL — {Received  January  16,  1864.) 

My  Loi-ci^  Washingtony  December  31,  1863. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatch   of  the>  day  before  yesterday's  date,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  Mr.  Seward  returned  to  Washington  last  night, 

[157]  F 


Digijized  by 


Google 


32 

and  that  I  went  to  him  this  morning  to  confer  with  him  upon  the  accounts  which  I  had 
received  since  he  left  Washington  of  the  proceedings  of  the  United  States*  officers  in  Nova 
Scotia  in  the  affair  of  the  '^  Chesapeake.  I  related  the  events  to  him  as  they  had  really 
occurred^  and  said  that  I  would  not  conceal  from  him  that  they  had  caused  me  a  great  deal 

I  added,  however,  that  bearing  in  mind  the  assurances  given 
ne  of  the  18th  instant,  I  had  determined  to  wait  for  his  return  to 
iiscuss  the  matter  with  him  in  a  friendly  and  confidential  manner 
steps. 

t  the  subject  was  altogether  a  painful  one.  The  spu*it  shown  by 
*escuing  one  of  the  ''  pirates,"  and  the  facts  that  Braine,  one  of 
I  believed  several  others  were  themselves  Nova  Scotians,  and  that 
ad  been  sent  by  Confederate  agents  to  Nova  Scotia,  rendered  it 
States'  Government  to  consider  seriously  whether  it  would  not  be 
rdinary  precautions  with  respect  to  intercourse  with  that  Colony. 
3  could  not  be  expected  to  state  specifically  the  course  the  United 
i  take  with  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  its  officers  in  the  case  of 
he  had  had  time  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  all  the  facts ; 
ply  himself  to  the  subject  immediately,  and  that  I  might  at  once 
X  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the  assurances  which  he 
der,  given  in  his  note  would  be  acted  up  to. 

I  have,  &c 
(Signed)  LYONS. 

No.  10. 

jyons  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  January  1 9.) 

Washington^  January  4,  1864. 
'  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  further  correspondence 
Major-General  Doyle  and  Mr.  Gordon,  relative  to  the  affidr  of 

5ward  at  the  State  Department  the  day  before  yesterday,  and 
o  time  in  conveying  to  your  Lordship  his  assurances  that  the 
of  the  18th  ultimo  would  be  punctually  fulfilled.  I  said  that  I 
issurances,  and  that  therefore  I  would  not  importune  him  by 
>nstrance  to  him  against  the  proceedings  of  the  United  States' 
or  run  the  risk  of  embarrassing  him  by  making  at  present  any 
bject.  I  would  content  myself  for  the  moment  with  placing  in 
Duld  complete  his  information.  He  had,  I  observed,  of  course 
ited  States'  officers  with  copies  of  their  correspondence  with  the 
I  would  add  copies  of  depositions  which  had  been  laid  before 
Government  with  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  United  States' 
of  a  correspondence  with  the  Mayor  of  Halifax  respecting  the 
lapers  would,  I  S£ud  in  conclusion,  make  him  fully  acquainted  with 
enable  him  to  act  without  delay  upon  the  assurances  given  in  his 

;  the  course  I  proposed  to  take  was  very  considerate  and  judicious  ; 
receive  the  papers,  and  that  he  would  promise  me  that  they 
ined,  and  that  measures  should  be  taken  which  would  be  entirely 
ty's  Government. 

into  Mr.  Seward's  hand  copies  of  those  inclosures  in  Major- 
i  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  of  the  23rd  ultimo  which  were 

3r-General  Doyle  copies  of  this  despatch  and  of  my  despatSttS^^ 
\i  ultimo. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  10. 
eutenant'Governor  Gordon  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Fredericton,  New  Bi^nswick,  December  28,  1863. 
•  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the 

iclosures  11,  12,  13,  14,  26,  27,  30,  and  31  in  No.  5. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  22nd  instant  I  received  your  Lordship's  telegram  informing 
me  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  United  States  had  demanded  the  extradition  in  the 
usual  form  of  the  parties  therein  named,  and  on  the  following  morning  I  received  a  similiur 
communication,  accompanied  by  an  oflScial  requisition  from  the  United  States'  Consul  at 
St.  John. 

I  lost  no  time  in  directing  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  this  province  to  prepare 
the  form  of  a  warrant  under  the  Act  6  and  7  Vict,  cap  76,  for  the  apprehension  of  the 
parties  named.  Unfortunately  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-General  were  both  absent  firom 
Fredericton,  and  some  delay  necessarily  ensued  in  consulting  them.  It  was  not  till  late 
on  the  evening  of  the  24th  that  the  warrant  was  prepared ;  as  soon  as  it  was  signed  I 
sent  it  down  by  express  to  St.  John.  Mr.  Braine,  however  (the  only  one  of  the  parties 
implicated  who,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  was  known  to  be  in  this  province)  is  stated  to  have 
left  St.  John  that  morning. 

Every  exertion  will  no  doubt  be  made  to  insure  his  arrest  under  the  warrant  just 
issued  should  he  remain  in  this  province. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ARTHUR  H.  GORDON. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  10. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


^,  Washington^  January  4,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  have,  received  a  despatch  from  the 
Lieutenant-Govemor  of  New  Brunswick,  informing  me  that  he  has  issued  a  warrant  for 
the  apprehension  of  the  persons  whose  extradition  is  demanded  by  your  note  to  me  of 
the  20th  ultimo,  and  that  every  exertion  will  be  made  to  insure  their  arrest  should  they  be 
found  within  his  jurisdiction. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  10. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Gordon. 

Sir,  Washington,  January  4,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  despatch  of  the 
28th  ultimo,  and  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note  in  which  I  have  informed  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that  you  have  issued  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of 
the  persons  implicated  in  the  affair  of  the  "Chesapeake,"  whose  extradition  has  been 
demanded  by  this  Government. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS, 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  10. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Major-General  Doyle. 


Sii,      •  Washington^  January  4,  1863. 

I  HAD  on  the  26th  ultimo  the  honour  to  receive  your  Excellency's  despatch 
of  the  23rd  ultimo,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  you  had  addressed  on 
the  same  day  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  with  regard  to  the  affair  of  the  ^*  Chesapeake." 
I  beg  your  Excellency  to  accept  my  best  thanks  for  the  full  information  which  you  have 
been  so  good  as  to  send  me  respecting  this  affieur. 

The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  has  repeatedly  promised  me  that  the 
assurance  given  in  his  note  of  the  18th  ultimo  shall  be  acted  up  to. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 
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Inclosure  5  in  l^o.  10, 
Lord  Lyons  to  Major^General  Doyle. 
gJr  Washington,  January  4,  1864. 

'  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  copies  of  four  despatches  i^hidi 
Thave  addressed  to  Earl  Russell,  with  regard  to  the  affair  of  the  ''  Chesapeake."* 

These  papers  will  make  your  Excellency  fully  acquainted  with  the  communications 
which  I  have  had  on  the  subject  with  the  United  States'  Government,  since  I  had  the 
honour  to  write  to  your  Excellency  on  the  21st  ultimo. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


No.  1 1. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Gordon  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. — (Received  January  19,  1864.) 

(Extract.)  Frederic  ton,  New  Brunswick,  January  1,  1864. 

IN  my  despatch  of  the  2Ut  ultimo  I  had  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your 
Grace  such  information  as  I  had  at  that  time  received  with  respect  to  the  seizure,  by  certain 
parties,  of  the  United  States'  steam-ship  *'  Chesapeake.'* 

The  Administrator  of  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  has,  I  am  aware,  already 
transmitted  to  your  Grace  a  detailed  report  of  all  subsequent  proceedings  in  reference  to 
this  vessel  within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  state  to  your 
Grace  what  has  taken  place  here  in  connection  with  this  subject  since  the  date  of  my 
despatch  of  the  2  Ist  ultimo. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  the  capture  of  the  '^Chesapeake''  in 
Washington,  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  that  capital  transmitted  to  me  a  telegraphic 
despatch,  intimating  the  desire  of  the  United  States'  Government  for  the  detention  of  the 
"  Chesapeake  "  and  her  captors,  should  she  put  into  a  port  in  New  Brunswick. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23rd  ultimo  I  received  from  Mr.  Howard,  the  United  States* 
Consul  at  St.  John,  the  requisition  and  depositions  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose 
copies. 

I  felt  no  hesitation  in  granting  the  desired  warrant  upon  the  Consul's  requisition, 
and  quite  irrespectively  of  the  depositions  which  accompanied  it.  It  does  not  appear  to 
me  that  my  functions  in  such  a  case  are  in  any  respect  judicial ;  and  I  hold  that  it  is  my 
duty,  on  the  requisition  of  the  proper  authorities,  to  issue  the  warrant  which  empowers  the 
local  magistrates  to  take  cognizance  of  cases  which  would  otherwise  be  w^ithout  their 
jurisdiction.  I  apprehend  that  it  is  then  the  duty  of  the  magistrate  to  proceed  precisely 
as  he  would  had  tlie  alleged  offence  been  committed  within  the  limits  of  this  Province,  and 
to  commit  for  trial  or  discharge  from  custody  the  parties  accused  according  as  the  evidence 
laid  before  him  may  appear  to  warrant.  I  make  this  observation  because  although  the 
construction  of  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Washington  and  of  the  Imperial  Act  of  6  and 
7  Vict.,  cap.  76,  appears  to  me  plain  and  evident,  I  am  aware  that  a  variety  of  opinions 
are  entertained  on  this  subject,  and  that  many  persons  hold,  first,  that  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  and  other  functionaries,  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  the  Act,  exercise  a 
judicial  authority  and  may  grant  or  refuse  the  warrant  according  to  the  evidence  laid  before 
them ;  and  secondly,  that  the  waiTant  when  issued  is  a  positive  order  to  arrest  the  parties 
named,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  them  up,  and  that  the  magistrate  who  acts  under  it 
has  no  discretion  but  to  obey,  and  no  power  to  examine  witnesses  or  receive  evidence  to 
show  why  a  committal  should  not  take  place.  Both  these  views  appear  to  me  directly 
contrary  to  the  plain  language  of  the  Treaty  and  the  Act  of  Parliament,  by  which  power  is 
given  me  to  enable  the  local  magistrates  to  proceed — a  power  which  I  conceive  I  am 
bound  to  exercise  when  properly  called  on  to  do  so,  and  in  the  event  of  the  magistrate 
finding:  that  the  evidence  laid  before  him  is  such  as  would  induce  him  to  commit  the  alleged 
offender  for  trial,  had  the  offence  been  commit:ted  in  this  Province,  that  I  am  then  further 
hound  to  issue  my  warrant  for  his  extradition  and  surrender  to  the  judicial  authorities  of 
the  United  States. 

Whilst,  however,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  granting  the  warrant  on  the  Consul's 
requisition,  I  entertained  some  doubts  how  far  I  should,  be  justified  in  directing  the 
apprehension  of  persons  who  were  not  even  alleged  to  be  v/ithin  this  Province,  as  it  appeared 
to  me  very  questionable  whether  I  could,  simply  as  a  tneasure  of  precaution  against  their 
subsequent  entry  into  the  Province  at  some  future  *ame,  issue  such  a  document. 

*  NoF.  4,  8,  ^,  and  10. 
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t  had,  in  the  meanwhile,  learnt  that  thi*ee  at  least  of  the  persons  engag^  iti  the 
seizure  of  the  '*  Chesapeake  '*  were  in  St.  John's,  and  accordingly  any  douhts  whicfft'  I 
might  have  felt  on  account  of  their  absence  as  to  the  propriety  of  issuing  the  warrant"  Jimtt 
set  at  rest,  and  immediately  on  the  Solicitor- Generars  arrival  a  warrant  was  prepaid, 
founded  on  one  issued  by  Sir  William  Colebrook,  in  the  year  1 845,  when  Lieutettattt- 
Governor  of  this  province.  Of  this  warrant  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a  copy  for  your 
Grace'^B  information. 

The  warrant  was  seut  down  to  St.  John  the  same  night,  and  on  the  following  day 
two  of  the  parties,  David  Collins  and  James  Mackinley,  were  apprehended  under  a  warrant 
issued  by  Mr.  Gilbert,  the  police  magistrate  at  St.  John.  Mr.  Braine,  who  was  aisd 
named  in  the  warrant,  had  left  St.  John  that  morning,  and  is  believed  to  have  returned  t6 
Nova  Scotia.  Another  of  the  parties  implicated,  Linns  Seely,  has,  I  understand,  since 
been  arrested  in  St.  John, 

The  inclosed  extracts  from  newspapers  give,  I  believe,  an  accurate  account  of  the 
proceedings  before  the  Police  magistrate. 

On  the  1st  instant  I  received  from  the  Honourable  J.  H.  Gray,  who  has  been 
retained  to  defend  the  parlies,  a  letter  of  which,  as  well  as  of  my  reply,  1  have  the  honour 
to  inclose  a  copy. 

As  the  question  how  far  the  prisoners  are  entitled  to  copies  of  the  requisition  6n 
which  the  warrant  was  issued  is  one  of  some  importance,  and  also  one  on  which  great 
diversity  of  opinion  is  likely  to  exist,  I  have  thought  it  right  to  consult  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  before  giving  a  definite  answer  to  Mr.  Gray. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  11. 
Mr.  Howard  to  Mr,  T^lley. 


United  States'  Consulate,  St,  John,  New  Brunswick, 
Sir,  December  22,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  address,  through  you,  a  communication  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  Province,  for  the  purpose  of  requesting  that  his  Excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  use  the  authority  vested  in  him  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  giving  effect  to  what  is 
known  as  the  Ashburton  Treaty,  to  the  end  that  certain  offenders  may  be  apprehended 
and  delivered  up  to  justice. 

You  will  please  make  known  to  his  Excellency  that  as  an  officer  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  I  am  authorized  by  the  Executive  Department  of  that  Government 
to  make  a  requisition  upon  him  as  the  officer  administering  the  Government  of  the 
Province,  in  order  that  certain  persons  believed  to  be  guilty  of  the  crime  of  piracy  may  be 
brought  before  the  proper  officers  of  justice,  so  that  the  evidence  of  their  guilt  or  innocence 
may  be  heard  and  considered. 

I  havcll.ercfore  the  honour  to  request  that,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
said  AcL  of  Parliament,  his  Excellency  will  by  waiTant  signify  that  a  requisition  has  been 
made  for  the  apprehension  of  John  C.  Braine,  H.  C.  Brookes,  David  Collins,  John  Parker 
Locke,  Robert  Clifford,  Linns  Seely,  George  Robinson,  Gilbert  Cox,  Robert  Cox, 
H.  H.  Parr  and  James  McKinney,  and  require  that  all  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  other 
magistrates  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Province  shall  aid  in  apprehending  the  above- 
named  persons  accused  of  the  crime  of  piracy  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  brought  to  trial. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  Q.  HOWARD,  United  States'  Consul. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  1 1 . 

Depositions  of  Isaac  Willets  and  Daniel  Henderson. 

Province  of  New  Brunswick,  city  and  county  of  St.  John,  to  wit : 

ISAAC  WILLETS  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  United 
States  of  America,  captain  of  the  steamer  "Chesapeake,"  belonging  to  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  Daniel  Henderson,  of  the  city  of  Portland  in  the  State  of  Maine,  one  of 
the  said  United  States,  second  mate  of  the  said  steamer,  severally  make  oath  and  say,  and 
first  this  deponent  Isaac  Willets  for  himself  saith : — That  he,  this  deponent,  sailed  in  the 
said  steamer  from  the  said  city  of  New  York  on  Saturday,  the  fifth  day  of  December 
instant,  about  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  bound  for  the  city  of  Portland  aforesaid, 
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with  passengers  and  general  cargo,  and  continued  on  the  voyage  to  Portland  aforesaid,  and 
nothing  material  to  be  related  occurred  until  Monday  morning,  the  seventh  day  of  December 
instant;  when,  about  one  of  the  clock,  a.m.,  on  the  said  morning,  this  deponent  being 
asleep  in  his  berth,  the  first  mate  of  the  said  steamer,  named  Charles  Johnson,  came  to  this 
deponent's  state-room,  and  called  this  deponent,  and  told  him  that  some  one  had  shot  the 
second  engineer  of  the  said  steamer ;  that  this  deponent  got  up  and  went  aft  as  soon  as  he 
could,  and  found  the  second  engineer  lying  on  the  upper  deck,  with  his  legs  hanging  down 
the  gangway  up  which  he  had  come  ;  that  this  deponent  was  in  the  act  of  stooping  down 
to  pick  up  the  second  engineer,  when  two  persons  fired  at  this  deponent ;  that  as  this 
deponent  was  endeavouring  to  get  to  his  pilothouse,  several  shots  were  fired  at  him,  and 
when  he  opened  the  door  to  go  into  the  said  house,  he  was  collared  by  a  person  calling 
himself  H.  A.  Parr,  and  a  pistol  was  put  to  this  deponent's  face,  and  handcuffs  were  put 
on  him,  and  they  put  this  deponent  in  his  room,  and  kept  him  there  about  an  hour,  and 
then  took  this  deponent  to  the  cabin  and  kept  him  there  until  daylight,  when  they  brought 
the  first  mate  and  chief  engineer  to  the  same  place,  both  of  whom  had  been  shot,  the 
engineer  in  the  chin,  and  the  mate  in  the  knee  and  arm ;  that  afterwards  this  deponent 
was  permitted  to  go  about  the  steamer  under  guard  as  a  prisoner;  that  this  deponent  could 
not  perceive  any  life  in  the  second  engineer  when  he  stooped  to  pick  him  up,  and  afterwards 
the  said  engineer  was  thrown  overboard ;  that  on  Tuesday  morning,  about  seven  of  the 
clock,  the  said  steamer  came  to  anchor  in  Seal-Cove  Harbour,  Grand  Manaan ;  that  shortly 
after  the  steamer  was  anchored  several  persons,  not  of  the  crew  of  the  said  steamer,  took  a 
boat  and  went  ashore,  and  about  the  middle  of  the  said  day  steam  was  got  on  the  said 
steamer,  and  she  was  steered  towards  the  harbour  of  St.  John;  that  about  three  of  the 
clock  on  the  said  Tuesday  afternoon  the  captors  of  the  said  steamer  took  this  deponent 
into  his  state  room,  and  compelled  him  to  give  up  his  money  to  them ;  the  names  of  the 
persons  who  compelled  this  deponent  to  give  up  the  said  money,  amounting  to  eighty-seven 
dollars,  were  John  C.  Braine,  called  Colonel,  and  H.*A.  Parr,  styled  First  Lieutenant;  that 
this  deponent  became  acquainted  with  the  names  of  the  said  John  C.  Braine  and  H,  A.  Parr, 
from  the  order  which  was  served  by  them  upon  this  deponent,  and  the  said  H.  A.  Parr 
addressed  the  said  John  C.  Braine  as  Colonel ;  that  about  four  of  the  clock  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  said  Tuesday,  the  pilot-boat  **  Simonds"  ran  alongside  of  us,  and  the  steamer 
was  ordered  to  stop,  which  was  done,  and  a  man  came  on  board,  who  had  a  conversation 
with  the  said  John  C.  Braine,  and  afterwards  returned  to  the  pilot-boat,  when  John  Parker, 
alias  John  Parker  Locke,  came  on  board  of  the  steamer  from  the  said  pilot-boat,  and  then 
the  steamer  was  kept  on  her  course  until  she  came  to  Dipper  harbour,  when  the  pilot- boat 
was  taken  in  tow  by  the  said  steamer,  and  the  said  John  Parker,  alias  John  Parker  Locke, 
said  that  he  would  give  this  deponent  ten  minutes  to  get  on  board  the  said  pilot-boat ; 
that  all  of  the  crew  of  the  said  steamer  went  on  board  the  said  pilot-boat,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  first  and  third  engineei-s,  and  three  firemen,  who  were  retained  on  board  the  said 
steamer;  that  this  deponent  saw  the  said  steamer,  in  charge  of  her  captors,  continue  on  her  way 
towards  St.  John,  and  this  deponent  was  brought  in  the  said  pilot-boat  to  Partridge  Island, 
and  from  that  to  the  city  of  St.  John,  in  a  ship's  boat,  where  he  arrived  about  four  of 
the  clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  ninth  day  of  December  instant ;  that  John  C. 
Braine,  David  Collins,  (Jeorge  Robinson,  and  H.  A.  Parr  were  four  of  the  persons  engaged 
in  the  capture  of  the  said  steamer  *•  Chesapeake,"  whose  names  this  deponent  knows ; 
that  the  said  John  C.  Braine  was  styled  Colonel,  the  said  H.  A.  Parr  First  Lieutenant, 
the  said  David  Collins  Second  Lieutenant,  and  the  said  George  Robinson  Sailing-master, 
and  when  the  said  John  Parker,  alias  John  Parker  Locke,  came  on  board  he  was  styled 
Captain;  that  there  were  fifteen  persons  in  all  engaged  in  the  said  capture,  and  this 
deponent  does  not  know  the  names  of  the  remaining  eleven  ;  that  the  said  steamer,  when 
she  was  captured  by  the  said  persons,  was  about  twenty  miles  north  of  Cape  Cod,  and  all 
of  the  said  fifteen  persons  came  on  board  of  thq  said  steamer  as  passengers  at  New  York, 
bound  for  Portland  as  aforesaid,  but  without  tickets,  and  said  that  they  had  not  time  to 
procure  tickets,  and  all  but  two  of  the  said  persons  paid  the  usual  passage  money,  and  the 
said  two  promised  to  pay  when  they  arrived  at  Portland.  And  the  said  Daniel  Henderson 
for  himself  saith  that  he  was  second  mate  on  board  the  said  steamer  ''  Chesapeake,*'  oa 
her  passage  from  New  York  to  Portland  aforesaid,  on  the  fifth  of  December  instant ; 
that  about  one  of  the  clock  on  Monday  morning,  the  seventh  instant,  the  door  of  this 
deponent's  state-room  was  broken  open  on  board  the  said  steamer,  and  four  persons  stood 
in  the  door,  and  ordered  this  deponent  to  get  up  and  put  his  clothes  on  ;  that  all  of  the 
said  four  persons  had  pistols  in  their  hands ;  that  after  this  deponent  got  his  clothes  on 
they  handcuffed  him,  and  told  him  he  was  a  prisoner  to  the  Confederate  States ;  that  they 
refused  to  allow  this  deponent  to  see  any  person  belonging  to  the  said  ship,  but  kept  tl^ 
deponent  locked  in  his  state-room  in  irons ;  that  after  this  deponent  had  been  locked  in 
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his  room  about  ten  minutes,  he  heard  a  man  knocked  down  in  the  pilot-house,  which 
adjoiued  this  deponent's  room,  and  then  this  deponent  burst  open  the  door  of  his  room 
and  fell  on  deck,  when  ^  two  of  the  captor's  took  this  deponent  by  the  hair  and  dragged 
him  into  the  pilot-house,  where  he  remained  until  about  seven  of  the  clock  on  the  said 
Monday  morning ;  that  at  eight  of  the  clock  on  the  said  morning  they  took  this  deponent 
to  the  cabin,  where  he  was  kept  nearly  all  the  time  until  the  said  steamer  got  to  Grand 
Manaan^  when  this  deponent  was  ordered  on  deck  to  clear  away  the  chain,  so  as  to  let  go 
the  anchor,  and  from  Grand  Manaan  this  deponent  came  to  St.  John  aforesaid,  as  stated 
by  Isaac  Willets,  master  of  the  said  steamer ;  that  Orin  Schaffer,  the  second  engineer  of 
the  said  steamer,  was  missing  from  the  said  vessel  when  this  deponent  came  on  the  deck 
of  the  said  vessel  on  the  said  Monday  morning,  and  this  deponent  heard  several  of  the 
said  captors,  among  others  the  said  H.  A.  Parr,  say  that  the  said  second  engineer  was  killed, 
and  had  been^thrown  overboard ;  and  this  deponent  further  saith  that  the  first  mate, 
Charles  Johnson,  was  shot  in  the  right  knee  and  the  left  arm,  and  the  chief  engineer, 
James  Johnson,  was  shot  in  the  chin,  and  retained  on  board  the  said  vessel ;  that  this 
deponent  does  not  know  the  names  of  any  others  of  the  said  captors,  with  the  exception  of* 
the  said  H.  A.  Parr. 

And  these  deponents,  Isaac  Willets  and  Daniel  Henderson,  both  say  that  they  are 
informed  and  fully  believe  that  John  C.  Braine,  H.  C.  Brookes,  David'  Collins,  John 
Parker  Locke,  alias  John  Parker,  Linns  Seely,  George  Robinson,  Gilbert  Cox,  Robert  Cox, 
James  McKinney,  Robert  Clifford,  and  H.  A.  Parr,  were,  amongst  otliers,  the  captors  of 
the  said  steamer  "  Chesapeake,^'  a  steamer  of  the  said  United  States,  while  on  her  passage 
from  New  York  aforesaid  to  Portland  aforesaid. 

And  these  deponents  further  say  that  the  said  persons  above-named,  being  passengers 
on  board  the  said  steamer,  took  forcible  possession  of  the  said  steamer  against  the  will  of 
these  deponents  and  the  other  officers  and  crew  of  the  said  steamer. 

The  said  Isaac  Willets  and  Daniel  Henderson  were  severally  sworn  to  the  foregoing 
affidavit  of  the  twenty-second  day  of  December,  a.  d.  1863,  before  me,  the  said  affidavit 
having  been  first  read  over  and  explained  to  the  said  Daniel  Henderson,  he  appearing 
perfectly  to  understand  the  same. 

(Signed)  ISAAC  WILLETS. 

DANIEL  HENDERSON,  his  X  mark. 
(Signed)  H.  J.  Gilbert,  Police  Magistrate  for  the 

City  of  St.  John. 


[nclosure  3  in  No*  1 1 . 
Warrant. 


BY  His  Excellency  the  Honourable  Arthur   Hamilton   Gordon,   C.M.G.,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  &c. 

TO  all  and  every  the  Justices   of  the  Peace  and   Officers   of  Justice  within  the 
Province  of  New  Brunswick,  Greeting. 

Whereas  in  and  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  and  passed  in  the  sixth  and  seventh 
years  of  the  reign  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  entitled  "An  Act  for  giving  effect  to 
a  Treaty  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  apprehension  of 
certain  offenders/'  it  is  among  other  things  enacted  ''that  in  case  requisition  shall  at 
any  time  be  made  by  the  authority  of  the  said  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  and 
according  to  the  said  Treaty,  for  the  delivery  of  any  person  charged  with  murder,  or 
assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder,  or  with  the  crime  of  piracy  or  arson,  or  robbery 
or  forgery,  or  the  utterance  of  forged  paper,  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  who  shall  be  found  within  the  territories  of  Her  Majesty,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  or  in  Ireland  for 
the  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  in  any  of  Her  Majesty's 
Colonies  or  Possessions  abroad  for  the  Officer  administering  the  Government  of  any  such 
Colony  or  Possession,  by  Warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  signify  that  Such  requisi- 
tion has  been  so  made,  and  to  require  all  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  other  Magistrates  and 
Officers  of  Justice  within  their  several  jurisdictions  to  govern  themselves  accordingly,  and 
to  aid  in  apprehending  the  person  so  accused>  and  committing  such  person  to  gaol,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  delivered  up  to  justice,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Treaty ; 
and  thereupon  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  other  person  having 
l^owfer  to  commit  for  trial  persons  accused  of  crimes  against  the  laws  of  that  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  dominions  in  which  such  supposed  offender  shall  be  founds  to  examine  upon 
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oath  any  person  or  persons  touching  the  truth  of  such  charge,  and  upon  sucK  evtdletioe  as 
according  the  laws  of  that  part  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions  would  justify  the  apprehension 
and  committal  for  trial  of  the  person  so  accused  of  the  crime  of  which  he  or  she  shall  be 
so  accused  had  been  there  committed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  Justice  of  the  Peace  or 
other  person  having  power  to  commit  as  aforesaid  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  apprehennon 
of  such  person,  and  also  to  commit  the  person  so  accused  to  gaol,  there  to  remain  until 
delivered  pursuant  to  such  requisition  as  aforesaid." 

And  whereas  in  pursuance  of  and  in  accordance  with  the  said  Treaty  and  Act,  a 
requisition  has  been  made  to  me  on  behalf  of  the  said  United  States  by  J.  Q.  Howard, 
Opnsul  of  the  said  United  States,  in  the  city  of  St.  John,  in  this  Province,  stating  that 
J(An  C,  Braine,  H.  C.  Brooks,  David  Collins,  John  Parker  Locke,  Robert  Clifford, 
linns  Seely,  George  Robinson,  Gilbert  Cox,  Robert  Cox,  H.  H.  Parr,  and  James  Mc Kinney, 
charged  upon  oath  of  Isaac  Willctt  and  Daniel  Henderson,  with  having  cgmmitted  the 
crimes  of  pii-acy  and  murder  on  the  high  seas  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
United  States  of  America,  on  the  seventh  day  of  December  instant,  all  or  some  of  them 
are  now  in  the  city  of  St.  John,  within  this  province,  and  requesting  that  the  said  John  C. 
Braine,  H.  C.  Brookes,  David  Collins,  John  Parker  Locke,  Robert  Clifford,  Linns  Seely, 
George  Robinson,  Gilbert  Cox,  Robert  Cox,  H.  H.  Parr,  and  James  McKinney,  may  be 
delivered  up  to  justice  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Treaty. 

Now  know^  ye,  that  pursuant  to  the  power  in  me  vested  m  and  by  the  said  Act  of 
Parliament,  I  do  hereby  by  this  warrant  under  my  hand  and  seal,  signify  that  such  requi- 
sition has  been  so  made,  and  hereby  require  and  command  all  Justices  of  the  Peace  and 
other  Magistrates  and  other  officers  of  Justice  of  this  Province,  within  their  several 
jurisdictions,  to  govern  themselves  accordingly  and  to  aid  in  apprehending  the  said  John 
C.  Braine,  H.  C.  Brooks,  David  Collins,  John  Parker  Locke,  Robert  Clifford,  Linns  Seely, 
George  Robinson,  Gilbert  Cox,  Robert  Cox,  H.  H.  Pair,  and  James  McKinney,  so  accused, 
and  committing  them  the  said  John  C.  Braine,  H.  C.  Brooke,  David  Collins,  John  Parker 
Locke,  Robert  Clifford,  Linns  Seely,  George  Robinson,  Gilbert  Cox,  Robert  Cox,  H.  H.  Parr, 
and  James  McKinney,  to  gaol  for  the  purpose  of  being  delivered  up  to  justice  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Treaty ;  and  hereof  they  will  not  fail  at  their  peril. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  Fredericton,  in  this  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
this  twentv-fourth  day  of  December,  in  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign, 
A.D.  1863.' 

By  his  Excellency's  couunand, 

(Signed)  J.  L.  TILLEY, 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  11. 

Mr.  Gray  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Gordon. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  St.  John,  December  31,  1863, 

TWO  persons  named  David  Collins  and  James  McKinney  having  been  arrested 
under  warrant  issued  by  the  police  magistrate,  Mr.  Gilbert,  charged  with  piracy  and  murder 
in  the  matter  of  the  steamer^*  Chesapeake/'  which  warrant  recites  a  previous  warrant  issued 
by  your  Excellency  on  the  requisition  of  Mr.  Howard,  the  American  Consul  at  this  port, 
against  the  said  persons  and  other  persons  named  therein,  and  Mr.  Weldon  and  myself 
having  been  retained  to  defend  the  prisoners,  we  have  to  request  from  your  Excellency  on 
their  behaiti  copies  of  the  requisition  made  by  Mr.  Howard,  and  of  any  other  papers, 
depositions,  documents,  or  warrants  laid  before  your  Excellency  under  the  Extradition 
Tre^y  with  the  United  States,  on  which  your  Excellency's  warrant  was  founded.  I 
conceive  the  parties  arrested  are  legally  entitled  to  this  information. 

If  not  requiesting  too  much,  as  the  parties  are  to  be  brought  up  on  Monday,  the  4th  of 
January  next,  I  should  feel  obliged  by  your  Excellency's  permitting  me  to  have  the  copies 
before  that  time,  and  also  that  they  may  be  certified  as  copies  by  your  Excellency. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  HAMILTON  GRAY. 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  1 1 . 

..,  Captain  Moody  to  Mr.  Gray. 

Sir,  Fredericton,  January  2,  1864. 

J  AM  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  Slst  ultimo,  in  which  you  make  application  to  his  Excellency  to  be 
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furnished  with  copies  of  a  warrrant  lately  issued  by  his  Excellency  under  the  Extradition 
Treaty  with  the  United  States,  authorizing  the  arrest  of  certain  persons  therein  named,  as 
well  as  for  copies  of  any  application  that  may  have  been  made  to  his  Excellency  by  the 
Unifed  States*  Consul  at  St.  John  on  th^'s  sulrject,  and  of  the  depositions  by  which  such 
appHcation  may  have  been  accompanied.  I  am  fdrther  directed  to  inform  you  that  his 
Excellency  will  lose  no  time  in  consulting  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  on  the  subject  of 
your  application,  and  his  Excellency's  reply  shall  be  communicated  to  you  with  the  least 
possible  delay. 

I  have  &c« 
(Signed)         '  HARRY  MOODY. 

No.  12. 

Major^Gencral  Doyle  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. — (Received  January  19,  1864.) 

Government  House^  Halifajty  Nova  Scotia, 
My  Lord  Duke,  January  6,  1864. 

ON  the  24th  ultimo  I  had  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Grace  two  despatches, 
dated  23rd  and  24th  December,  respecting  the  '*  Chesapeake. " 

The  course  then  decided  upon  by  my  Government,  to  place  the  ship  in  the  Court  of 
Vice-Admiralty,  has  been  carried  out,  and  the  Advocate- General  having  completed  the 
necessary  documents  fot  that  purpose,  she  has  this  day  been  put  into  that  Court. 

I  have  further  to  inform  your  Grace  that  I  have  caused  all  the  goods  landed  from  the 
**  Chesapeake '*  in  country  districts  of  this  Province  that  could  be  found,  to  be  seized  and 
brought  to  this  port,  where  they  are  now  stored,  and  will  remain  subject  to  the  decision  of 
the  Court. 

A  formal  requisition  for  the  extradition  of  John  C.  Braine,  H.  A.  Parr,  John  Parker 
Locke  alias  Vernon  G.  Locke,  David  Collins,  George  Robinson,  John  Wade,  and  others, 
has  been  made  through  Lord  Lyons  by  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  but  no  act'on 
has  been  taken  upon  it,  as  I  had  previously  granted  my  preliminary  warrant  for  that 
purpose  upon  the  application  of  the  United  States*  Vice-Consul  at  this  port. 

None  of  the  persons  named  in  the  requisition  of  the  United  States'  Secretary  of  State 
have  been  apprehended  in  this  Province,  although  every  facility  has  been  afforded  by  the 
Government  here  for  that  purpose,  even  to  granting  military  aid  to  the  civil  power  upon 
the  request  of  his  Worship  the  Mayor  of  this  city,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
annexed  copies  of  letters  from  that  functionary. 

The  persons  accused  of  interfering  with  the  arrest  of  Wade  at  the  time  he  waa 
surrendered  by  the  United  States'  authorities  and  discharged  from  custody,  were  served 
with  legal  notice  to  appear  before  the  proper  authorities  to  answer  that  charge,  and  upon 
their  application  for  time  to  prepare  their  defence,  their  case  was  remanded  until  Monday 
the  1 1th  instant,  when  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  be  required  to  give  bonds  for  their 
appearance  at  the  first  sitting  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  Commission  issued  by  me  to  investigate  the  alleged  rescue  of  Braine  at  Petite 
Rividre  proves  that  at  the  time  referred  to,  no  legal  process  had  been  taken  out 
against  him. 

I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from.  Lord  Lyons  dated  2l8t  December, 
and  received  by  me  on  the  25th,  and  communicating  the  substance  of  an  interview  between 
the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington  and  his  Lordship. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  add  that  I  shall  await  with  much  anxiety  the  opinion  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  upon  the  course  which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  adopt  throughout 
this  intricate  matter,  in  which  it  has  been  my  anxious  endeavour  to  uphold  the  honour  oi 
the  Crown,  and  at  the  same  time  avoid  any  just  cause  of  offence  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HASTINGS  DOYLE, 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  12. 

tiOrd  Lyons  to  Major-^General  Doyle,  December  21,  1863. 

[See  Inclosure  8  in  No.  3.] 
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lodofive  2  in  No.  12. 
The  Mayor  of  Halifax  to  Mr.  Tapper. 

Sir,  .  Mayor's  OJlcc,  :: ,  ''/ax,  Nova  Scotia,  December  29,  1863. 

I  HAVE  received  an  intimation  from  the  legal  adviser  of  the  United  States'  Consul 
that  John  C.  Braine  is  expected  to  arrive  in  this  city  by  the  evening  train  from  Trmro  this 
day  at  6*30  p.m.,  coupled  with  a  request  that  the  warrant  issued  for  his  appreheasiou  may 
be  executed. 

As  there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  from  the  occurrences  of  a  previous  day,  that  the  police 
force  under  my  control  may  not  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and  as  in  your  letter  to  me 
of  the  19th  instant  you  state  that  in  such  an  event  his  Honour  the  Administrator  of  the 
Grovernment  will  place  at  my  disposal  any  foroe^  which  may  be  required  I  have  now  to 
request  that  you  will  obtain  from  his  Honour  permission  for  a  company  of  soldiers  to  aid 
me  in  carrying  out  the  law. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  CARTERET  HILL. 


Inclofure  3  in  No.  12. 
The  Mayor  of  Halifax  to  Mr.  Tapper. 


Sir,  Mayors  Office,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  Decemher  30,  1063. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  convey  to  his  Honour  the  Administrate 
of  the  Government  my  thanks  for  the  military  aid  so  promptly  afforded  me  yesterday  ia 
the  intended  arrest  of  John  C.  Braine. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  effort  was  unsuccessful,  although  no  precautions  were  omitted 
for  securing  the  object  in  view  ;  I  directed  two  policemen  to  proceed  with  the  warrant  ta 
the  Bedford  Station  (about  nine  miles  from  the  town),  and  to  return  to  town  by  the 
evening  train  from  Truro.  If  Braine  should  be  a  passenger  they  were  to  arrest  him  wA 
hand  him  over  to  the  City  Marshal,  who  was  directed  to  be  at  the  terminus  with  a  strong 
force  to  receive  him. 

I  was  prosent  myself  on  the  arrival  of  the  train,  as  was  alao  the  City  Kltohal  with  the 
wiiole  avmlaUe  police  foroe,  aided  by  a  military  party  of  sujfficient  strength  to  overoMoe 
any  atteaapt  aitint^erence,  should  such  have  been  contemplated. 

I  had  requested  the  American  Consul  to  send  some  p^^oa  to  iooompa&y  the  polic9 
who  coidd  tdeirtify  Brame,  and  aa  engineer  and  fireman  of  the  ^^  Chesapeake ''  were 
Moordingly  sent  for  that  purpose. 

No  passenger,  however,  could  be  fomid  in  the  train,  after  a  noost  thorough  search, 
beimng  any  resemblance  to  Braine. 

As  it  was  possible  that  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  the  authorities,  he  mig^  have 
exchanged  at  one  of  the  country  stations  from  the  Troro  to  the  Windsor  train,  I  thought 
^  prudent  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  latter^  but  with  equally  unsuccessful  results. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  CARTERET  HUUU 


No.  13. 

Megor^General  Doyle  to  the  IMt  of  Newcastk^^Receiv^d  Jammry  1»,  1«64.) 

My  liord  Duke^  Chvemment  Himee,  Haljfaw,  Nova  Seotim,  January  6,  1864. 

WITH  a  view  to  keep  your  Grace  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  pttrtwoiaa 
concerning  the  affair  of  the  **  Chesapeake,"  and  in  connection  with  my  despatch  dated  this 
day,  I  have  tlie  honour  to  transmit,  t<^  your  information,  the  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I 
have  this  day  addressed  to  Lord  Lyons  on  the  subjects  treated  upon  in  the  despatch  to 
your  Grace  which  1  have  referred  to  above. 

I  have  &c    * 
(Signed)         '  HASTINGS  DOYLE. 
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Ittclosnre  in  No.  13- 

Major- General  Doyle  to  Lord  I/yona. 

My  l^rd,  Qovemment  Howe.  Hal^faw,  Nova  Scotia,  January  6,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowled^  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  of 
Peoemher  22,  communicating  the  application  of  the  Honourable  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary 
pf  State  at  Washington,  for  the  extradition,  under  the  Treaty,  of  John  C.  Braine, 
H.  C*  Parr^  John  Park^  Locke,  dia^  Vernon  G.  Lpcke,  David  Collins,  Gegrge  Robinson, 
John  Wade,  and  others,  but  upon  which  no  action  has  been  taken,  as  I  had  previously 
granted  my  preliminary  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the  same  persons  upon  the 
requisition  of  the  Vice-Consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  port. 

I  beg  also  to  inclose  herewith  a  corrected  copy  of  my  despatch  of  the  23rd  ultimo  to 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  to  be  substituted  for  the  copy  previously  forwarded  to 
ymur  Lordship,  as  some  slight  alterations  were  made  in  that  document  before  it  wm 
forwarded  to  England.  I  also  transmit,  for  your  information,  my  second  despatch  of  the 
24th  of  December,  forwarded  to  his  Grace  by  the  same  post. 

As  your  Lordship  has  been  already  addressed  by  telegraphy  my  Government  having 
decided  to  put  the  **  Chesapeake"  into  the  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  precluded  the 
adoption  of  any  suggestion  to  dispose  of  her  by  the  direct  action  of  the  Government. 

Surrounded  a3  this  matter  is  with  complicated  iegal  questions,  the  course  thus  taken 
to  secure  the  depision  upon  them  of  a  Judicial  Tribunal  will,  I  doubt  not,  meet  with  your 
approval. 

Although  no  apprehension  on  the  part  of  my  Government  existed  as  to  the  safety  of 
the  "  CbeiBapef^e"  ^om  any  attempt  to  interfere  with  her,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  take  every 
precaution  to  put  that  beyond  doubt  by  placing  an  armed  party  on  board,  and  mooring 
^er  securely  in  Halifax  dockyard. 

The  Advocate- General  has  been  eng^ed  in  completing  the  necessary  papers,  and  she 
was  this  day  handed  over  to  the  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty. 

I  have  further  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  having  learned  that  goods  had  been 
landed  Aem  the  ^^  Chesapeake''  in  the  country  districts  in  this  province,  I  despatched  duly 
oommissioned  Revenue  Officers  in  search  of  them,  and  they  have  seized  all  that  could  be 
found,  and  sent  them  to  this  pwt,  where  they  are  now  wareho^ised,  and  will  abide  the 
decision  of  the  Court 

As  your  Lordship  has  been  already  advised,  I  issued  a  commission  to  investigate  the 
charge  contained  in  a,  telegram  to  the  Vice-Copsul  here,  to  the  eflfect  that  Braine  had  been 
arrested  at  Petite  Riviere,  but  rescued  by  the  people.  The  report  of  this  Commission 
proves  that  statement  was  inapourate,  a3  Braine  h^d  not  been  served  with  any  legal  process 
on  the  oQcasion  referred  to* 

Up  to  the  present  tinie  none  of  the  parties  against  whom  warrants  were  issued  have 
been  apprehended  in  this  province,  although  every  facility  has  been  rendered  by  my 
Government  for  that  purposer 

In  accordance  with  my  previous  letter  to  his  Worship  the  Mayor  of  this  city,  oflrerin| 
any  assistance  the  civil  power  might  require,  that  officer  made  application  to  me  to  aid 
him  with  a  military  force  a  few  days  since,  when  Braine  was  expecteq  here  by  the  ndlway 
train.  This  was  promptly  granted,  and  every  means  taken  to  secure  him,  but  in  vain,  as 
he  was  not  found. — (Vide  accompanying  copies  of  letters  from  the  Mayor.*) 

The  parties  accused  of  h^U]^  pevented  the  arrest  of  Wade  were  summoned  to 
appear  before  the  proper  authorities  with  a  view  to  requiring  bonds  for  their  appearance  to 
answer  that  charge  at  tha  first  sitting  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  April  next ;  upon  their 
application  for  time  for  defence  the  ease  was  remanded  until  Monday  the  1 1th  instant. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  will  keep  your  Lordship  informed  of  any  additional 
&cts  that  may  transpire  in  eoimcction  with  this  matter. 

I  have  Bco 
(Signed)  '  HASllNGS  DOYLE. 


No.  14. 
^rl  R^8tfill  to  Lord  Lyons, 

(Extract.)  Foreign  Office,  January  21,  1864. 

I  tiQST  HO  time  in  referring  to  the  Law  OflScers  of  the  Crown  your  Lordship's 
several  despatches  of  the  1  Ith,  15th,  2l8t,  and  24th  of  December,  respecting  the  case  of 

*  IncIoBurea  2  and  8  m  No.  12. 
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the  *^  Chesapeake/'  together  with  the  rroorts  received  from  the  Colonial  authorities  up 
to  the  date  from  the  Colonies  of  23rd  of  December. 

1  shall  now  submit  to  the  Law  Officers  your  subsequent  despatches  on  the  same 
subject  of  the  29th,  Slst  ultimo,  and  4th  instant,  and  reports  received  from  the  Colonies. 

In  the  meantime,  the  only  point  to  which  I  hare  more  especially  to  call  your  Lordship's 
attention  is  the  unquaUfied  condemnation  pronounced  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  wilful 
and  flagrant  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  territory  committed  by  the  officers  of  the  United 
States*  Naval  Service ;  a  condemnation  in  which  I  cannot  doubt  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
United  States'  Government,  on  being  consulted  by  Mr.  Seward,  will  folly  concur.  But  I 
am  happily  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  dwelling  on  this  part  of  the  case  by  the  frank 
and  cordial  assurances  at  once  given  to  you  by  Mr.  Seward  of  the  readiness  and  desire  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  make  all  proper  and  suitable  reparation  for  the 
acts  of  their  officers. 

No.  15. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  January  24.) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  January  12,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  mv  despatch  of  the  4th  instant  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit 
to  your  Lordship  copies  of  nirther  correspondence  relative  to  the  affeir  of  the  **  Chesa- 
peake.'' The  last  paper  is  a  copy  of  a  note  dated  the  9th  instant,  which  I  have  just 
received  from  Mr.  Seward. 

It  appears  to  contain  a  full  apology  for  the  violation  of  the  British  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion committed  by  the  United  States*  officers,  and  concludes  by  saying  that,  folly  deter- 
mined to  make  all  the  amends  that  are  due  to  Great  Britain,  this  Government  will 
await  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  upon  the  case  as  it  is  now  sub- 
mitted. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  15. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  5,  1864. 

T  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  note  of  the  4th  instant,  by  which 
I  learn  that  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  Brunswick  has  issued  a  warrant 
for  the  apprehension  of  the  persons  whose  extradition  has  been  demanded  by  me  upon  a 
charge  of  complicity  in  the  piracies  committed  on  board  the  '^  Chesapeake,**  and  that  due 
exertion  will  be  made  to  secure  their  arrest  if  found  in  that  province. 

Your  Lordship  will  please  accept  my  acknowledgments  for  this  gratifying  infor- 
mation, so  honourable  to  the  administration  of  his  Excellency  and  to  the  Government 
he  represents. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WM.  H.  SEWARD. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  15. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Lieutenant^Oovemor  Gordon. 


Sir,  Washington,  January  5,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  yesterday  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your 
Excelkncy  a  copy  of  the  answer  which  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  has 
made  to  the  note  in  which  I  informed  him  that  your  Excellency  had  issued  a  warrant  for 
the  arrest  of  the  parties  implicated  in  the  affair  of  the  ^'  Chesapeake,"  whose  extradition 
had  been  demanded  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 
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Indofiure  3  in  No.  15* 

Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyom. 

Department  of  StatCj  Washington,  January  9,  1864. 
THE  Undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  lias  the  honour  to 
pr^ent  his  respects  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  accredited  to  this  Government  as 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Her  Britannic  Miyesty,  and  to  state  that  he  has  submitted 
to  the  President  certain  papers  which  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Undersigned  by  h  s 
Lordship  on  the  2nd  day  oi  this  month,  and  which  are  described  as  follows :— r 

1 .  Memorial  of  Susan  Henry. 

2.  Affidavit  of  John  E.  Holt 

3.  Memorial  of  John  E.  Holt.  .   . 

4.  Affidavit  of  John  E.  Holt. 

5.  Provincial  Secretary  to  Mayor  of  Halifax,  19th  December,  1863. 

6.  Mayor  of  Halifax  to  Provincial  Secretary.  19th  December,  1863. 

7.  Same  to  same,  22nd  December,  1863. 

8.  City  Marshal  to  Mayor  of  Halifax,  21st  December,  1863. 

9.  Police  Constable  Hutt  to  City  Marshal,  21st  December,  1863. 

The  Undersigned  is  authorized,  in  the  first  place>  to  express  to  his  Lordship  his 
appreciation  of  the  delicacy  of  the  manner  in  which  hi3  Lordship  has  thus,  without  formal 
complaint,  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  Grovernment  the  fact  that  the  Commands  and 
other  officers  of  the  United  States'  steamer  **  Ella  and  Annie,"  in  their  recent  visit  at 
Halifax,  in  pm*suit  of  pirates  who  had  captured  the  American  steamer  **  Chesapeake,"  and 
taken  refuge  within  British  jurisdiction,  directly  violated  the  sovereignty  of  Her  Majesty, 
by  the  assumption  of  power  and  authority  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  as  well  on 
board  the  said  steamer  '^  Chesapeake ''  as  on  board  the  British  schooner  '^  Investigator," 
while  within  British  waters,  without  having  obtained  consent  thereto  of  the  authorities  oi 
Her  Mfgesty's  Government  there  or  elsewhere.  The  Undersigned  observes  that  in  some 
of  these  papers  it  is  represented  that  the  acts  of  power  and  authority  referred  to  were 
attended  with  circumstances  of  severity,  rigour,  and  insult  to  British  subjects.  The 
Undersigned,  however,  thinks  that  it  sufficiently  appears  from  the  papers  that  the  rigour 
and  severity  alleged  were  not  greater  than  were  necessary  to  secure  the  persons  of  the 
pirates  in  pursuit  of  whom  the  officers  complained  of  were  engaged,  and  to  deliver  them 
up  to  the  British  authorities  of  that  place.  He  hopes  that  this  view  of  the  case  may  be 
taken  by  Her  Majesty's  Government.  The  Undersigned  would  observe,  in  the  next  place, 
that  the  ^^  Chesapeake  ^  and  the  prisoners  were  promptly  delivered  to  those  authorities,  in 
compliance  with  the  instructions  of  this  Department.  The  Undersigned  is  further  autho« 
rized  to  assure  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  the  spirit  of  a  former  communication  made 
by  the  Undersigned  to  his  Lordship  relating  to  the  capture  of  the  '^  Chesapeake  "  in  British 
waters,  that  the  President  disapproves  and  regrets  the  act  of  force,  power,  and  authority 
which  was  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  ^'  !^la  and  Annie ''  within  British  waters  on  the 
occa^on  mentioned,  as  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  and  of  the  friendly  relations 
existing  between  the  two  countries  so  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  United  States  and 
to  the  advantage  of  both  nations* 

The  President  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  proceedings  thus  disapproved  were  taken 
by  the  officers  concerned  under  the  influence  of  a  patriotic  and  commendable  zeal  to  bring 
to  deserved  punishment  outlaws  who  had  offisnded  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  both 
countries*  The  President,  while  he  recognizes  this  circumstance  as  modifying  the  character 
of  the  transaction,  and  mitigating  the  censure  to  be  bestowed  upon  it,  nevertheless  freely 
concedes  that  it  does  not  constitute  a  justification  for  the  violation  of  the  sovereignty  of 
Great  Britain  which  those  officers  have  committed.  He  has  therefore  directed  that  they 
shall  be  censured  for  this  violation,  and  he  will  take  such  other  means  as  may  be  necessary 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  grievances  complained  of.  Fully  determined  to  make  all 
the  amends  that  are  due  to  Great  Britain  in  the  premises,  the  Undersigned  will  await  the 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  upon  the  caie  as  it  has  now  been  submitted. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.  (Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

No.  16. 

Lord  Lyom  to  Earl  RusselL — {Received  January  31  ^ 

(Extract.)  Wasy  '^ 

I  HAVE  the  hcmourto  transmit  to  your  Lordship  h^       .ungton^  January  18,  1864, 
the  affair  of  the  "  Ghetapeake.''  .crewith  further  papei-s  relative  to 
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Your  Lordship  willperoeive  thftt  I  bftit  OMmmmmmUd  to  Mr.  Seward  an  extsBct  from 
a  despatch  from  M^)or^<3eneral  Doyle,  land  othfr  P^p?rs  giving  the  reasons  for  sending  the 
case  of  the  '^  Chesapeake '*  before  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  and  recounting  the 
endMirours  mads  to  arrest  on*  of  the  meia  whose  extradition  has  been  demanded  by  this 
GoTcmmmt. 

I  have  infonaed  Majof^en«mi  Doyls,  in  general  terms,  that  Mf.  Seward  has 
addrMsed  a  note  to  me  mcpnmBg  fegpdt  and  dtsapprwal  en  tiyt  par^  of  the  Presideet 
wkh  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  United  fixates'  naval  officers  in  Nova  Seotian  waters. 

Among  the  inelosares  in  the  present  despatA  is  a  eojM^  of  m  note  from  Mr.  Seward 
demanding  the  extradition  of  the  men  concerned  in  the  a^nur  of  the  ''  Chesapeake  '*  from 
Canada.  I  immediately  communicated  this  demand  by  teieppraph  to  Lord  Ifonck,  and  I 
sent  him  by  the  first  post  a  copy  of  the  note. 

Inelosure  1  in  Ko.  16. 
Jxn'd  Lymis  to  Mr.  Meward. 

^^  WasMngton^  Jonuapff  18,  1864. 

THE  Undersigned,  Her  Bntannic  Majesty's  Envoy  ExtraorcUnary  and  Ifint^wr 
neaipotentiary  to  the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
veceint  of  the  note  dated  the  9th  instant,  which  the  Honourable  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary 
rf  State  of  the  United  States,  has  addressed  to  him,  with  regard  to  the  jprqceedings  in 
Np¥a  Scotia  of  United  States'  naval  officers  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  tiie  steams 
'^  Chesapeake.'' 

The  Undersigned  has  hastened  to  coflMnanicate  a  copy  of  the  Secretary  of  State'ii  note 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

He  begs,  &e.  (Signed)  LYPNS. 

Indosure  2  in  No.  16. 
Majar-Oeneral  Doyle  to  Lord  Lyons. 

(Tek^phic.)  Halifof,  Jan$utry  14,  1864. 

TIQ!  examination  of  witnesses  for  the  Grown  a^inst  Doctors  A  Imen  aind^mith  and 
Mr.  Keith,  accused  of  having  assisted  Wade  to  esci^,  occupied  from  12  to  half-past  7  on 
the  11th  instant,  and  the  tkcts  were  brought  out  too  cleariy  for  mtsaaprehension.  The 
substance  of  Lieutenant  Reyne^s  repOE^,  which  is  in  your  poteession,  wm  ^ved  in  every 
pavtieular. 

1 .  Tlie  civilians  on  the  Queen^s  Wharf,  which  is  a  veiy  large  one,  ^ere  not  in  all 
fbtfty,  and  we  of  respectable  position. 

a.  Not  a  shadow  of  evidence  of  concert  or  preme^ation  to  obstruct  airest  of 
Wade. 

8.  Only  the  three  gentlemen  above  named  at  all  implicated ;  the  latter  two  in  the 
si^test  degree  possible,  and  after  a  struggle  between  DrI  Almen  and  the  constable  had 
OMimenced. 

4.  No  arrest  made ;  the  obstruction,  Dr.  Almen  calling  a  beat  proceeding  in  the 
stream,  and  interfering  with  constable's  pistpl  when  presented  agf^nst  the  boat.  All  three 
above-named  bound  over  to  stand  their  trial  at  the  first  sitting^of  the  Supreme  Court ;  I 
waiting  until  recognizances  mere  completed — ^which  they  were  not  till  yeet^ay — to 
telegraj^  to  you. 

Inelosure  3  in  No.  16. 

Lord  LifOM  to  Air.  Snmrdu 

Washinaton,  January  16,  1864. 
Mv  dear  Sir,  "'^^^  2^f  P&P?J,?  JflativP  P?  tf^  ^ffw  of  thf  "  Chesapeake'*  which  I 

1  SEND  you  hrt^.  ^  ^*^®  added  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Mayor  of  Halifax  to 

the^hsvSneiar^S^M^  *  *hwefor«^,  m  nnmt  tern  a  ^eapalofa  Im»  ONneral 

TR^  ^ajpek*  iitdUmi  (impiaie;^^        '  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  urn,  JUM  tlmiSlk  \mitUtU 
Doyle,  Administrator  of  the  Government 
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copy  of  a  telegram  from  General  Doyle  to  mq  dated  14th  instant^  and  a  copy  of  a  letter 
ftom  the  Mayor  of  Halifax  to  the  Provincial  Secretary  dated  the  30th  December 
last. 


BeMeve  me,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Indorore  4  in  No.  16. 
Lord  Lyons  to  M^jot^Oeneral  Doyle. 


SiTj  WashingtoUf  January  18 f  ]  864 f 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  despatch  of  the 
6th  instant  relative  to  the  affair  of  the  '^  Chesapeake." 

I  have  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  an  extract  from  thai 
despatch  comprising  the  whole  of  it,  with  the  exception  of  the  second  paragraph^  which 
relates  only  to  the  copies  of  despatches  from  your  Excellency  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastleu 
I  have  also  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  a  copy  Qt 
a  letter  frt>m  the  Mayor  of  Halifax  to  the  Provincial  Secretary  of  the  30tb  December, 
respecting  the  endeavours  made  to  arrest  Braine, 

I  have,  9ic. 
(Signed)  hYOM. 


Tnclosure  5  in  No.  16» 

Lord  Lyons  to  Major^Oeneral  Doyle. 

Sir,  Washing ton^  January  18,  }S64« 

WITH  reference  to  my  previous  despatches  respecting  the  affair  of  the  '*  Chesapeake,*' 
]  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  received  a  note  from  tbt  Stom^ 
tary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  expressing  ihe  Frmdmt's  regret  for  and  disapproval 
of  the  act  of  force  exercised  hy  the  officii  of  ike  United  States'  uUp  '^EUa  and  AfimcT' 
in  Nova  Sootian  wiaten. 

I  have,  &e; 
(Sicned)  LYONS. 


locloture  6  in  No.  16. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Loid,  Depmrtmemt  of  Stats,  Washiagimy  Jsmwry  13, 18^ 

REFERRniTG  to  my  note  of  the  2Qtb  ultimo,  relative  to  the  extaaditien  of  J<4ift 
C.  Braine,  H.  K  Farr,  Joim  Parker  Lodce,  tdias  Vernon  Or.  Locke,  David  Orflina,  Oeoiyr 
Robinson,  John  Wade,  and  others,  fu^tivas  from  Urn  justiM  of  the  Unked  States,  then 
auppo^  to  have  taken  refuge  in  the  Bntiah  prcmaoe  <tf  New  Branairiidc  or  of  Nam 
Sa)tia,  I  now  have  the  honour  io  ioform  you  that  ft  is  poMiUe  that  the  fogitiros  aborar 
samed,  espe<^Uy  John  C.  Rnme,  nay  Jutve  taken  refuge  in  CanMla ;  I  will  coMflr 
quently  thank  you  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  their  delivery  up  by  the  CmediiM 
authontiesy  in  puDsuanoeof  ibe  Xth  ArtMe  of  the  Treaty  of  Waahingtoa. 

I  have,  &c. 
(fUgiiad)  W.  BL  BEWARD. 


Indosure  7  in  No.  16. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Viscount  Monck. 

My  Lord^  Washingtoi^  January  13,  1864^  Z 

I  HA\^  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have 
just  received  from  the  Sec^'etary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  demanding  the  extradition 
under  the  Treaty  of  certain  persons  herein  named* 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 
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No.  17. 

Earl  Rtissell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

(Extract.)  Foreign  Office,  February  3,  1864. 

YOUR  several  despatches  respecting  the  case  of  the  ''  Chesapeake,"  together  with 
the  papers  which  have  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  from  the 
Colonial  authorities  in  North  America,  have  been  submitted  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  for  their  opinion  on  the  different  questions  raised  in  them. 

The  readiness  which  Mr.  Seward,  in  his  first  communication  with  your  Lordship, 
manifested  to  make  all  proper  and  suitable  reparation  for  the  acts  of  the  United  States' 
officers  has  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  insist  upon  the  questions  which,  under  other 
circumstances,  it  would  have  been  my  duty  at  once  to  instruct  your  Lordship  to  discuss 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  namely,  the  wilful  and  flagrant  violation  of  Her 
Majesty's  territory  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States'  cruizer  **  Ella  and  Annie." 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  having  subsequently  made,  as  reported  in  your 
Lordship's  despatch  of  the  12th  of  January,  a  full  apology  for  the  violation  of  Her 
Majesty's  territory  committed  by  its  officers  in  the  case  of  the  *'  Chesapeake,**  it  is  only 
necessary  for  me  to  authorize  your  Lordship  to  state  to  Mr.  Seward  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  accept  that  apology  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  has  been  offered,  and  are 
truly  glad  that  the  matter  has  been  settled  in  a  manner  honourable  to  both  parties,  and 
calculated  to  improve  the  friendly  relations  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  always 
anxious  to  maintain  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 


No.  18. 
Lieutenant'-Gocemor  Gordon  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. — {Received  February  1,  1864.) 

(Extract.)  Fredericton,  January  18,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  for  your  Grace's  information  the  inclosed  Report  of 
the  examination  before  the  Police  Magistrate  at  St.  John  of  the  individuals  charged  with 
beins;  concerned  in  the  alleged  piratical  seizure  of  the  United  States'  steamer 
"  Chesapeake.'' 

In  my  despatch  of  the  1st  instant  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  your  Grace  that 
the  Honourable  J.  H.  Gray  of  St.  John  had  apphed  to  me,  in  behalf  of  tl)e  accused,  for 
copies  of  the  requisition  of  the  United  States'  Consul  upon  which  my  warrant,  authorizing 
the  arrest  of  the  parties,  was  issued,  and  of  the  depositions  accompanying  that  requisition. 
I  also  transmitted  to  your  Grace  copies  of  Mr.  Gray's  letter  and  of  my  reply. 

I  accordingly  transmitted  the  required  documents  to  Mr.  Gray,  along  with  the 
lettar  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a  copy,  and  in  which  my  reasons  for  declining 
to  entertain  his  appUcation  as  a  matter  of  right,  whilst  I  acceded  to  it  as  an  act  of  courtesy^ 
for  which  persons  in  the  position  of  the  accused  might  fairly  look,  are  fully  stated. 

I  hope  the  course  which  I  have  pursued  may  meet  witli  the  approval  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  1  have  much  gratification  in  finding  from  a  despatch  from 
Lord  Lyons,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy,*  that  the  Government  of  Washington  are  fully 
satisfied  with  the  action  taken  in  at  once  authorizing  the  arrest  of  the  parties 
implicated. 

I  have  received  information  that,  in  the  event  of  the  conviction  of  the  accused,  an 
attempt  to  rescue  them  may  possibly  be  made.  I  need  hardly  assure  your  Grace  that  I 
shall  take  eflbctual  means  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  such  an  occun*ence  should  it  appear 
that  there  is  any  I'eason  for  apprehending  the  design  to  be  seriously  contemplated. 


*  Ibclosare  in  No.  15. 
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Inclosure  1  in  No.  18. 

Examination  before  the  Police  Magistrate^  St.  Johnsy  New  Brunswick^  of  Persons  accused  of 

seizing  the  steamer  "  Chesapeake  J* 

Examination  of  Lieutenant  Collins  and  Privates  Mc  Kinney  and  Seeley^  at  the  Police 

Court,  yesterday. 

St.  John^  January  5,  1864. 

ELEVEN  o'clock  yesterday  was  the  hour  fixerl  for  the  examination  or  ''  trial "  of 

Lieutenant  David  Collins  and  Privates Mc'Kiniiey  and  Linus  Seeley,  before  the  Police 

Magistrate,  H.  T.  Gilbert,  Esq.,  arrested  on  a  requisition  from  the  American  Consul  in  this 
city,  on  the  charge  of  piracy  and  murder  on  an  American  vessel.  But  long  before  eleven 
the  Court  was  crowded  to  suffocation,  and  the  policemen  were  compelled  to  hold  the  doors 
to  prevent  further  ingress.  There  were  many  barristers,  merchants,  editors,  and  other 
•*  leading  citizens"  present,  and  the  deepest  interest  was  manifested  in  the  proceedings. 
Messrs.  Wetmore  and  Tuck  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  Federal  authorities,  and  Messrs.  Gray 
and  C.  W.  Weldon  for  the  Confederates. 

Before  the  case  opened,  Mr.  Gray  asked  Mr.  Wetmore  to  elect  upon  which  charge  he 
would  now  proceed,  and  to  state  in  whose  name  he  was  proceeding.  Mr.  W.  replied  that 
he  would  only  state  that  he  was  proceeding  upon  the  complaint  of  Isaac  Willets.  He  first 
said  he  would  take  up  the  charge  of  murder,  and  subsequently  decided  to  proceed  with  that 
of  piracy,  in  the  first  instance.     Mr.  Gray  then  objected : 

1 .  That  this  Court  has  no  power  or  jurisdiction  to  try  for  the  offence  of  piracy. 
That  for  the  trial  of  piracy  a  Special  Commission  must  issue  and  a  Court  be  specially 
constituted  for  the  purpose;  and  that  such  Court  is  distinctly  provided  for  by  the 
Imperial  Act. 

2.  That  the  Warrant  was  insufficient.  It  does  not  show  upon  the  face  facts  which 
are  essential,  under  the  Treaty  with  the  United  States,  to  bring  this  matter  into  the  Courts 
of  this  Province,  or  to  create  the  special  jurisdiction  which  enables  us  to  aiTest  parties 
under  those  charges.  [Mr.  Gray  cited  the  case  of  Dillan,  charged  with  an  offence  on  the 
sea  beyond  Provincial  jurisdiction  (stabbing,  we  think  it  was,)  who  was  arraigned  before 
Judge  Parker,  and  discharged.  And  Mr.  Weldon  cited  the  case  of  the  brig ''  Eliza,"  in  1847.] 

3.  Not  only  is  the  Warrant  insutficient  on  these  grounds,  but  on  the  face  of  it  is  bad 
as  charging  two  distinct  offences  triable  before  two  different  tribunals;  There  ought  to  be 
two  Warrants. 

Mr.  G.  thought  these  objections  fatatto  any  proceedings.  Mr.  Wetmore  replied  at 
some  length,  and  read  a  large  portion  of  the  Provincial  Act  passed  to  give  effect  to  the 
Extradition  Treaty.  He  claimed  that  everything  so  far  was  regular,  and  that  the 
Magistrate  could  not  go  back  of  the  Warrant,  which  was  sufficient  authority  for  him.  The 
Magistrate  told  Mr.  Gray  that  there  was  probably  something  in  his  argument ;  but  that  at 
present  he  would  proceed  with  the  preliminary'  examination,  and  if  he  decided  before  the 
case  was  through  that  he  had  no  jurisdiction  he  would  give  the  prisoners  the  benefit  of  it. 

Mr.  Wetmore  for  the  prosecution  calfed  Isaac  Willetts,  the  Captain  of  the  *'  Chesa- 
peake'* before  her  capture  by  Braine. 

Evidence  of  Captain  Willets. 

Captain  Isaac  Willett  sworn :  Am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  live  in 
Brooklyn.  A  seaman  for  thirty  years.  Know  the  *' Chesapeake,"  owned  by  H.  B.  Cromwell, 
also  a  citizen  of  United  States.  Was  master  of  her  in  December,  and  had  been  for 
seventeen  months.  She  was  rebuilt  in  New  York  about  three  years  ago.  Previous  to 
that  she  was  called  the  "  Totten."  [Mr.  Wetmore  asked  where  she  was  registered. 
Both  Messrs.  Gray  and  Weldon  jumped  to  their  feet  and  objected  to  the  question.  The 
Magistrate  agreed  with  them.]  During  these  seventeen  months  the  vessel  plied  between 
New  York  and  Portland.  She  had  a  coasting  licence.  [Mr.  Gray  objected  to  any  evidence 
respecting  contents  of  this  license ;  objection  susts^inedri  He  had  the  paper  until  it  was 
taken  away  from  him  on  board  the  ship.  On  the  4th  and  5th  of  December  I  had  charge 
of  the  *'  Chesapeake,*'  then  lying  in  North  River  taking  in  cargo  for  Portland.  Most  of  the 
fireight  was  taken  in  on  the  5th,  Saturday.  She  carried  passengers  also.  I  saw  these 
three  prisoners  on  board  on  the  trip  in  question.  Saw  them  first  about  supper  time,  about 
6  o'clock  in  the  evening.  We  left  New  York  on  the  5th  December  ;  I  was  in  the  wheel- 
house  when  the  vessel  left  the  wharf.  They  did  not  buy  tickets,  paid  then*  money  on  board. 
I  identify  Collins  and  recognize  the  others.  I  wrote  their  names  on  a  piece  of  paper  and 
gave  it  to  the  stewardess  to  arrange  rooms  for  them.   [Wetmore  asked  names  of  the  other 

[157]  H 
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persons  on  board.  Gray  objected ;  objection  over-ruled]  There  was  a  person  who  called 
himself  John  C.  Bndne,  said  he  was  a  Colonel.  Understood  there  was  a  person  named 
Brooks.  Don't  recollect  the  names  of  Seely  and  Clifford.  All  the  passengers  paid  their 
passage  accept  two.  We  proceed  direct  to  Portland  from  New  York ;  do  not  obJI.  The 
vessel,  a  propeller,  was  worth  from  60,000  to  70,000  dollars.  There  was  an  assorted 
cargo,  flour,  sugar,  wine,  and  such  like.  Do  not  recollect  the  owners.  Do  not  know  its 
value.    Probable  80,000  or  100,000  dollars. 

There  was  no  disturbance  until  Monday  morning,  8th.  We  were  then  about  twenty  miles 
north  north-east  of  Cape  Cod.  Cape  Cod  is  in  the  United  States.  About  a  quarter  past 
1  in  the  morning,  the  first  thing  I  knew  the  chief  mate,  Charles  Johnson,  came  to  my 
room  and  called  me  saying  somebody  had  shot  the  second  engineer,  Orin  Shafier.  I 
turned  out  of  my  room  and  went  to  see  how  badly  he  was  shot,  and  had  hardly  time  to 
get  out  of  my  room  before  I  was  shot  at.  I  was  at  the  engine-room  door,  on  tne  upper 
deck  where  my  room  was/  I  fbund  the  body  of  the  second  engineer  lying  on  the  deck ; 
if  8  more  than  f  could  tell  whether  he  was  alive  or  dead  ;  he  appeared  to  be  dead.  I  was 
in  the  act  of  stooping  down  to  raise  him  up,  when  I  was  shot  at  twice.  I  then  walked 
fbrward  and  was  shot  at  again.  I  supposed  to  be  from  a  pistol;  next  day  I  saw 
two  places  in  the  floor  where  pistol  balls  had  gone  through  right  by  where  I 
was.  I  can't  tell  who  shot  at  me.  I  only  saw  two  persons  then.  I  cannot 
identify  either  of  these  prisoners  as  the  parties.  I  saw  no  marks  of  violence  on  the 
enghieer,  but  I  saw  marks  of  blood  where  his  head  lay.  When  I  walked  forward  I  was 
gomg  into  the  pilot-house,  when  I  was  collared  and  a  pistol  was  put  to  my  face  by 
First  Lieutenant  H.  A.  Parr,  who  was  in  the  pilot-house.  He  collared  me  and  said  I  was 
his  prisoner  in  the  name  of  the  Southern  Coi^ederacy.  Parr  put  the  irons  on  me,  two  or 
thiee  others  stood  beside  him.  They  seemed  to  be  standing  there  doing  nothing.  He  put 
handcufis  on  each  wrist.  The  irons  could  be  made  small  or  large.  They  put  me  into  my 
own  room ;  I  could  have  come  out  when  I  pleased.  No  use  for  them  to  lock  the  door.  I 
don't  know  what  became  of  the  body  of  tne  chief  mate,  except  what  I  heard  from  the 
others.  I  was  confined  an  hour,  when  Parr  and  sailing-master  Robinson  came  to  me.  They 
didn't  say  much,  but  took  me  into  the  cabin  ;  there  I  saw  some  of  the  other  passengers  who 
were  not  concerned  in  the  affair.  While  I  was  here  the  chief  mate  Charles  Johnson  and 
chief  engineer  James  Johnson  were  brought  in  wounded ;  I  had  heard  reports  of  fire-arms. 
The  mate  was  wounded  in  the  right  knee  and  left  arm.  The  wounds  appeared  to  be  made 
by  pistol  shots.  I  saw  the  leaden  ball  taken  out  of  the  mate's  arm.  He  suffered 
considerably  from  the  knee,  not  so  much  froni  the  arm.  Lieutenant  Parr  took  the  ball  out 
of  the  arm.  The  chief  engineer  was  wounded  by  a  bullet  in  the  hollow  of  the  chin.  Parr 
said  he  would  get  the  balls  out  of  them  if  he  could,  and  fix  the  wounds.  The  chief  mate 
laid  on  a  lounge  until  he  was  put  on  board  of  the  pilot  boat.  I  remained  in  the  after  cabin 
until  8  next  morning.  The  irons  were  then  taken  off  and  Robinson  went  up  to  my  room 
on  deck  with  me ;  I  was  in  the  room  a  few  minutes  and  returned  to  the  cabin.  When  on 
deck  I  saw  Collins  and  Seely  there ;  Seely  was  scrubbing  brass  on  one  of  the  timber  heads ; 
the  others  did  not  appear  to  be  doing  anything  in  particular.  Colonel  John  C.  Braine  took 
my  ship's  papers  from  me  in  the  afternoon  before  I  was  landed  in  the  pilot-boat.  Braine 
seemed  to  nave  command  of  the  vessel ;  she  was  taken  from  me  by  these  parties  against 
my  will  and  consent.  I  saw  McKinney  on  board  the  vessel.  They  seemed  to  be  about  the 
vessel  and  appeared  to  be  eating  the  grub  up  as  fast  as  possible.  Don't  recollect  of  seeing 
McKinney  doing  anything.  The  person  who  was  navigating  the  vessel  was  named  Robert 
Osburne,  a  passenger,  one  of  the  six  who  bought  tickets  in  New  York.  None  of  the  parties 
named  in  the  indictment  had  tickets.  The  first  land  we  made  after  they  took  possession 
was  Mount  Desert.  I  asked  them  where  they  were  going,  they  said  Grand  Manan ; 
I  asked  where  they  intended  to  land  me,  they  said  St.  John.  Mount  Dessert  is  on 
the  American  coast  east  of  Portland.  I  would  not  see  it  if  I  were  prosecuting  a  voyage 
from  New  York  to  Portland.  After  passing  Mount  Dessert  we  saw  land  east  of  that  place. 
We  proceeded  to  Seal  Cove  Harbour,  Grand  Manan.  The  boat  was  lowered,  three  or  four 
men  went  ashore,  remained  a  little  while  and  came  on  board  again,  whan  the  steamer  left 
and  came  up  the  bay  to  St.  John.  Next  I  was  taken  up  to  my  room  by  Braine  and  Parr, 
Parr  made  a  copy  of  Braine's  instructions  and  Braine  gave  it  to  me.    He  ordered  me  to 

Slve  up  the  coastmg  licence,  the  permits  for  the  cargo,  and  the  money  I  had  collected  from 
raine  for  his  party,  in  all  87  dollars.  He  asked  for  the  money  he  had  paid  over  to  me ; 
it  was  my  employer's ;  I  knew  it  would  be  worse  for  me  if  I  did  not  j  I  handed  it  over 
against  my  will ;  Braine  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand  at  the  time ;  I  handed  money,  ship's  papers 
and  permits  to  him.  The  "papers"  were  the  ship's  "coasting  licence*'  from  the  New 
York  Custom-house,  under  which  she  was  coastii^  at  the  time,  as  required  imder  the 
American  law.    After  this  they  took  me  away  from  the  room  and  took  me  aft  (Braine  and 
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Parr)  and  ordered  me  to  9tay  there.  We  th?n  saw  a  pilot-boat.  Wff  Were  on  <na  Wfty 
to  St.  John.  The  pilot-boat  ordered  us  to  stdp  ;  some  one  came  on  board  the  ^eam6r  fifdtt 
her,  stayed  a  few  minutes  and  returned.  Then  Captain  John  Parker  ciame  qn  board  tliMl 
apparently  took  command.  They  then  took  the  pilot-boat  in  tow  and  steamed  up  to  Dapper 
Harbour.  All  of  the  passengers  and  crew,  except  two  engineers  (James  Jphnson  and 
Auguste  Striebeck)  and  three  firemen  (Patrick  Conner  was  one),  were  put  on  board  the 
pilot-boat.  The  firemen  and  engineers  were  kept  against  their  will.  iTiose  who  went  on 
board  the  pilot-boat  were  myself,  Charles  Johnson,  chief  mate,  Daniel  Henderson,  three 
boys  and  four  sailors,  whose  names  I  do  not  recollect,  the  stewardess  and  five  passengers. 
One  of  the  passengers  belongs  some  thirty  miles  back  of  St.  John,  the  other  four  beldnged 
to  Maine.  These  five  passengers  had  tickets.  Robert  Osburn  remained  on  board  the 
"  Chesapeake,"  he  also  had  a  ticket.  The  steamer  towed  the  boat  some  five  or  seven  mile^ 
and  let  go  of  us ;  we  were  put  on  board  the  boat  about  6  in  the  evening :  that  was  the 
last  we  saw  of  the  steamer.  I  landed  in  St.  John  about  4  on  Wednesday  morning.  I 
got  a  boat  from  a  big  ship  near  Partridge  Island  and  came  to  town  with  four  of  my  m^ 
and  two  passengers.  From  the  way  the  parties  acted  on  my  steamer  I  was  afield  of  my 
life.  Everything  was  taken  against  my  will.  I  saw  one  or  two  of  these  prisoners  on  watcn, 
they  were  on  deck.  I  supposed  they  were  on  watch.  They  seemed  to  be  acting  as  dthqr 
men  would  who  were  on  watch.  Braine's  party  assisted  him  in  charge  of  the  vessel.  As 
far  as  I  know  these  men  were  assisting  him.  1  did  not  see  them  making  sail,  or  shovelling 
coal.  I  don't  recollect  of  seeing  Collins  or  McKinney  doing  anything  except  being  on 
deck. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Gray. — I  don't  deny  there  has  been  war  in  my  country  for  two 
or  three  vears  between  those  calling  themselves  Confedtoite  States  and  the  so-called  Unit^ 
States. 

[Mr.  Wetmore  objected  to  this  as  an  improper  way  of  proving  a  state  of  war.  The 
Magistrate  did  not  think  this  evidence  could  be  shut  out.] 

I  can't  remember  how  many  States  are  called  the  Confederate  States — Virginia,  Ncnrth 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi  (about  one  third  of  the  latter). 
Abraham  Lincoln  is  President  of  the  United  States,  and  Jeff.  Davis  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States.  I  never  heard  of  Mr.  Benjamin,  Confederate  Secretary  of  War.  I  have 
heard  they  say  they  have  a  Government.  I  have  read  Lincoln's  Proclamations  of  War  against 
the  South,  ordering  them  to  destroy  the  property  of  the  South,  biit  I  do  not  recollect  its 
contents.     I  never  took  notice  of  it  to 

[Here  the  witness  was  stopped.] 

Parr  did  put  a  pistol  to  my  head  in  the  pilot-house,  and  said  he  took  me  prisoner  ^^ 
the  name  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  They  put  the  irons  on  me  rather  hard.  They  did 
not  say  anything  about  taking  the  vessel  in  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States  then. 
After  they  took  the  handcuffs  off  there  was  always  a  guard  with  me  when  I  went  about. 
I  did  not  see  any  act  of  violence  towards  the  passengers  after  the  capture  of  the  vessel.  The 
handcuffs  were  also  removed  from  the  officers.  I  left  a  copy  of  the  instructions  which 
Braine  left  with  me,  in  New  York. 

[Mr.  Gray  asked  the  Captain  the  substance  of  these  instructions ;  Mr.  Wetpapre 
objected.  Mr.  Gray  argued  the  point,  and  then  read  from  manuscript  a  copy  of  Captain 
Parker's  order  to  Braine  (which  Captain  Willett  had  published  in  the  "New  York  Herald" 
and  other  papers),  and  asked  the  Captain  if  the  copy  was  correct.  The  witness  said  it  was 
nearly  correct.  The  name  of  the  sailing  master  in  the  copy  handed  him  by  Braine  was 
George  Robinson,  not  Tom  Sayers ;  the  name  of  the  engineer  was  not  given  in  it,  apd 
the  number  of  the  men  stat^  was  eleven,  not  twenty-two.  In  other  respects  Mr.  Gray*8 
copy  was  correct.] 

The  Confederates  kept  of  my  private  property  one  double  barrelled  gun,  one  ringlc- 
barrelled  gun,  five  five-barrelled  revolvers,  and  one  six-barrelled  revolver.  (I  did  not  come 
out  of  my  room  **  in  what  they  call  my  shirt  tail/')  They  kept  me  aft  and  plundered  my 
room.  They  took  three  coats.  I  missed  them  when  I  commenced  to  pack  up.  I  brought 
ashore  my  clock,  eight  charts,  sextant,  and  three  books.  The  passengers  also  brought 
ashore  their  own  things.  1  did  not  sep  Br^e  give  the  passengers  money  to  take  them 
back  to  New  York.  The  crew  brought  part  of  their  things  ashore.  They  put  us  into  the 
pilot-boat  six  or  seven  miles  this  side  of  Dipper  Harbour.  I  did  not  SW  and  do  not  }£npw 
that  the  Confederate  6ag  was  raised  over  the  vessel.  They  fired  two  shots  at  me,  and  I 
don*t  know  how  many  more.  The  first  two  shots  were  fired  at  twelve  feet.  They  mufit 
have  been  bad  shots.  The  ^'  Chesapeake''  had  tH^o  fi-pounders  forward,  and  of  amm\i»i- 
4:ion  half  a  keg  of  powder ;  no  cutlasses.  The  Confederates  who  cut  out  the  *^  Oals^ 
dushing'*  at  Portland  were  pent  ^o  Fprt  Warren  j  I  have  beard  so,  The  **  Chesapeake  '* 
^as  engaged  in  retaking  the  *'  Caleb  Cushmg."    I  saw  the  Confederates  who  were  then 
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taken ;  they  were  sent  to  Port  Preble,  t  do  not  know  that  those  Confederates  were  er^ 
tried  as  pirates  or  in  any  other  way.  Only  Lieutenant  Parr  told  us  that  their  party  was 
acting  for  the  Confederate  States.  They  all  seemed  to  be  working  together,  and  were 
working  under  Parr  and  Braine.  I  was  not  at  Sambro,  and  did  not  see  the  steamer  after  I 
got  into  the  pilot-boat.  None  of  my  crew  to  my  knowledge  were  kept  in  irons  the  next 
day — the  day  after  the  capture.     I  never  saw  or  heard  of  Braine  or  Parr  before. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Wetmore : — I  have  heard  tlie  Confederates  called  rebels  in  the 
Northern  States  generally.  The  ^*  Caleb  Cushing"  was  lying  at  a  wharf  in  Portland 
Harbour  when  captiured.  Braine  was  called  Colonel ;  the  parties  all  seemed  to  be  working 
together.  I  cannot  tell  whether  Braine  paid  the  passage  of  these  three  men,  the 
prisoners. 

Both  sides  having  exhausted  the  evideiice  of  the  Captain,  the  case  was  adjourned  until 
Wednesday  morning.  During  the  forenoon  there  were  one  or  two  attempts  at  applause  by 
spectators,  especially  when  Mr.  Gray  referrc  d  to  the  fact  that  if  the  prisoners  were  com- 
mitted by  tlie  Magistrate  tliey  would  be  delivered  up  to  the  Federal  authorities  to  be  tried 
for  their  lives  in  that  country,  and  under  laws  in  the  making  of  which  they  have  had  no 
voice.  The  Magistrate  very  properly  and  promptly  rebuked  the  offenders.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  nothing  will  occur  to  interfere  even  in  the  slightest  degree  with  a  thorough  and 
impartial  investigation  into  the  charges  made  against  the  men  now  in  custody. 


St.  Johfiy  January  7,  1864. 
YESTERDAY  morning,  shortly  aft«r  1 1  o'clock,  the  examination  of  Messrs.  ColUns, 
McKinney  and  Seely  before  the  Police  Magistrate  was  continued.  The  court  room  was 
crowded  with  spectators  as  on  the  first  day,  and  many  persons  went  away  unable  to  obtain 
admittance.  The  only  witness  examined  was  Mr.  Daniel  Henderson,  who  was  second 
mate  of  the  **  Chesapeake  "  before  her  capture.  We  annex  a  verbatim  report  of  his 
testimony : — 

Evidence  of  Daniel  Henderson. 

Daniel  Henderson  sworn : 

I  reside  in  Portland,  Maine.  Am  an  American  citizen.  Have  been  a  seaman  for 
eleven  years.  Have  been  recently  employed  in  Portland  and  New  York — the  '*  Chesa- 
])eake  was  my  last  vessel,  running  between  these  ports  carrging  freight  and  passengers. 
Have  been  in  her  ten  months  on  this  route.  About  five  years  ago  I  was  in  her  for  two  or 
three  years ;  she  then  ran  between  New  York,  Baltimore,  Charleston  and  Savannah,  and 
sometimes  Portland.  She  was  then  named  the  *'  Chesapeake ;  "  had  previously  been  named 
the  **  Totten."  Was  then  owned  in  New  York.  Is  owned  by  Henry  B.  Cromwell,  an 
American  citizen.  I  know  nothing  about  her  register ;  never  saw  her  coasting  licences.  I 
was  second  mate  of  the  '*  Chesapeake.'^  The  first  mate  was  Charles  Johnson.  James 
Johnson  was  first  engineer,  and  Orin  Shaffer  second  engineer.  There  were  eighteen  of  a 
crew  in  all,  with  the  stewardess. 

I  was  on  board  the  '*  Chesapeake  '*  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  the  4th  and  5th  of 
December.  She  was  then  lying  at  Pier  9,  North  River,  New  York,  taking  in  cargo  for 
Portland.  We  left  New  York  for  Portland  on  Satuitlay  December  5th  about  4  o'clock 
P.M.  We  generally  make  the  passage  in  36  or  37  hours,  according  to  the  weather.  On 
the  5th  of  December  we  had  passengers  and  freight  on  board :  there  was  considerable 
cargo  of  cotton,  wine,  &c. — pretty  nearly  full.  The  ^' Chesapeake''  is  between  400  and 
500  tons.  The  cargo  was  a  pretty  valuable  one ;  can't  say  how  valuable  the  cargo  or 
vessel  was.  We  had  twenty-two  passengers ;  I  don't  know  their  names.  I  heard  some 
names  mentioned  on  board — Braine,  Lieutenant  Parr.  That's  about  all  the  names  ;  I  also 
heard  Collins'  name.  I  had  seen  Braine  before.  He  came  about  two  w  eeks  before 
that  as  a  passenger  on  the  ^^  Chesapeake  *'  from  New  York.  He  said  he  was  firom 
London.  He  had  a  wife  and  child  with  him  at  that  time.  There  was  nobody 
shot  on  board  the  steamer  that  time.  I  saw  the  three  prisoners  on  the  trip 
on  the  5th  December.  They  came  on  board  as  passengers.  I  did  not  notice  any  of  the 
passengers  when  they  came  on  board.  Sometimes  we  have  70,  60,  50,  or  40,  or  30 
passengers — 22  was  not  an  unusual  number,  and  excited  no  suspicion.  When  the  steamer 
starts  I  am  generally  cleaning  up,  making  sail,  &c.  I  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  pilot- 
house, except  when  it  is  my  watch — that  is,  from  8  to  12  at  night.  On  the  night  of  the  5th 
I  was  in  the  pilot-house  at  those  hours  ;  I  recognised  Braine  around  the  house  that  night. 
Nothing  unusual  occurred  on  board  that  night.  It  was  a  very  dark  night ;  there  were  rain 
squalls,  and  it  was  very  cloudy.  At  12  I  called  the  mate,  Charles  Johnson ;  his  duty  waS 
to  look  after  the  ship  as  I  had  been  doing.     His  watch  was  from  12  till  8  in  the  morning. 
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His  place  was  in  the  pilot-house  or  on  deck,  just  as  he  chose.  I  went  to  bed  at  12  o'clock. 
My  room  was  next  to  the  pilot-house,  right  abaft,  on  the  upper  deck.  On  Sunday  night 
I  took  my  watch  from  8  to  12,  and  went  to  bed  at  12.  I  was  in  bed  about  an  hour  and 
a-^half,  when  four  men  came  to  my  room  and  broke  in  the  lower  panel.  I  was  asleep  at  the 
time.  They  opened  the  door  right  out.  [Here  Mr.  Gray  objected  to  the  witness  stating 
*'  what  these  four  men  did ''  until  he  identified  the  prisoners  as  of  the  party.  The  Magis- 
trate allowed  the  witness  to  proceed.]  1  can't  say  that  either  of  these  prisoners  were  the 
men.  Two  of  them  were  officers ;  their  names  I  do  not  know.  They  held  their  four 
pistols  right  over  me — right  at  me — in  the  bed,  and  told  me  to  turn  out  and  put 
my  clothes  on.  The  pistols  were  all  revolvers.  I  couldn't  say  whether  they  were 
cocked — I  should  think  they  were  loaded.  They  then  made  me  put  up  my  hands, 
and  they  put  handcuffs  on  me.  I  asked  them  if  I  couldn't  see  the  captain  or  somebody 
belonging  to  the  ship.  They  said  no,  I  couldn't  see  nobody.  When  they  put  the 
handcuffs  on  me  they  said  I  was  a  prisoner  of  the  Confederate  States.  Nothing 
further  was  said  at  that  time.  They  then  locked  me  in  the  room.  I  was  there  about  ten 
minutes  when  I  heard  a  noise  like  a  man  falling  at  the  pilot-house  door.  I  shoved  my 
door  out,  and  fell  down  on  deck.  Then  two  men,  whom  I  would  not  know,  catched  right 
a  hold  of  me  and  shoved  me  into  the  pilot-house  and  left  me  there.  I  was  there  about 
twenty  minutes  when  Braine  came  in  and  I  heard  him  say  the  second  engineer  was  killed 
and  hove  overboard.  He  went  right  out  again.  I  was  there  till  7  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Braine  and  others  came  in  once  in  a  while.  Seely,  whom  I  recognize,  came  in  twice.  A 
big  tall  fellow,  with  sandy-coloured  whiskers,  whom  I  do  not  know,  and  whose  name  I  did 
not  hear,  was  steering.  He  was  not  one  of  our  crew.  I  did  not  see  either  of  the  other 
prisoners  in  the  pilot-house.  Seely  catne  in  to  warm  himself.  He  was  keeping  watch 
forward.  I  was  sitting  down  in  the  corner  of  the  pilot-house.  Seely  said  nothing  except 
that  he  wanted  to  warm  himself.  Some  of  the  officers  (Confederates)  came  to  me  about 
half-past  7  Monday  morning  and  asked  me  where  the  paints  were  kept,  and  told  me  I 
must  go  down  and  show  them  the  place.  I  went  down.  One  of  the  Confederates,  whom 
I  would  know  if  I  saw,  went  with  me.  He  had  a  pistol ;  I  never  carry  arms.  I  showed 
them  where  the  paints  were.  He  said  he  wanted  to  paint  the  ship's  name  out  and  the 
yellow  streaks  off  the  smoke  stack.  I  asked  him  to  take  me  out  of  irons ;  he  said  not — 
and  put  me  in  the  pilot-house  again.  I  remained  there  till  8  o'clock  a.m.  The  same  big 
man  was  at  the  wheel.  I  saw  the  prisoner,  Mc  Kinney,  standing  outside  the  pilot- 
house, doing  nothing.  Seely  was  keeping  look-out  all  the  time.  I  had  not  seen 
Qollins  up  to  this  time.  One  of  the  officers  came  to  me  a  little  after  8  o'clock 
and  took  the  irons  off  me  and  took  me  to  the  passengers*  cabin  on  the  second 
deck.  J  saw  the  mate  there,  wounded  in  the  right  leg  and  left  arm ;  he  was 
lying  on  a  mattrass.  The  ball  had  been  taken  out  of  his  arm,  but  they  could  not 
get  it  out  of  his  leg.  The  engineer  was  also  there  wounded  in  the  cabin.  I  stayed  there 
till  breakfast  time.  [  asked  Braine  if  I  could  stay  there  and  attend  to  the  first  mate.  He 
said  he  would  see  after  a  while,  and  afterwards  said  I  could  stay.  Braine  put  a  guard 
over  me.  I  don't  know  the  guard's  name.  McKinney  was  standing  at  the  cabin  door 
with  a  pistol  in  his  hand.  I  saw  Braine  speaking  to  him,  but  did  not  hear  what  he  said. 
He  remained  a  part  of  the  time,  and  another  took  his  place.  The  guard  over  us  also  had 
a  pistol.  It  was  nearly  9  when  we  were  taken  out  lor  breaktast.  There  were  four  men  on 
guard,  standing  up  walking  about  on  each  side  the  table.  Each  man  had  a  revolver ; 
McKinney  stood  on  the  steps  pistol  in  hand.  After  breakfast  I  went  into  the  passengers' 
cabin  with  the  mate  and  stayed  there  most  of  the  day,  Monday.  I  asked  liberty  and  went 
on  deck  several  times  during  the  day.  There  was  no  guard  sent  with  me,  but  guards  were 
stationed  all  along  deck,  on  both  sides  of  the  ship.  I  saw  Collins  walk  around  deck  with 
a  pistol  in  his  hand  ;  I  did  not  hear  h\m  giving  any  orders  at  that  time.  I  saw  Seely  at 
that  time  cleaning  brass  on  the  timber  beads.  I  saw  Braine  and  Parr  at  different  times, 
talking  with  these  prisoners,  during  Monday  and  Tuesday.  On  Monday  night  us  prisoners 
belonging  to  the  ship  were  sent  below ;  the  officers  were  put  in  the  passengers'  cabin,  and 
the  seamen  and  firemen  were  pnt  forward  with  the  exception  of  one  of  our  firemen  that 
they  had  on  duty.  At  8  o'clock  on  Monday  night  one  of  the  (Confederate)  officers  came 
down  and  took  me  up  to  the  pilot  house  and  asked  me  to  show  him  how  the  bells  worked 
for  stopping  the  engine.  I  showed  him.  When  I  was  in  there  I  asked  where  was  our 
men  ;  they  said  they  were  below.  T  heard  Collins  and  Braine  and  Parr  called  by  name.  I 
heard  Braine  call  Collins  Lieutenant.  The  parties  all  seemed  to  act  under  Braine.  The 
officer  who  took  me  up  had  a  pistol  at  his  side.  He  took  me  back  to  the  cabin.  I  remained 
there  all  night.  I  was  kept  under  restraint  all  this  time.  I  sat  by  the  mate  all  night.  On 
Tuesday  morning,  about  half-an-hour  before  we  got  to  Grand  Manan,  the  party  who  was 
running  the  vessel  for  Braine  sent  Braine  down  for  me.     Braine  took  me  on  deck  and  told 
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me  to  go  forward  an4  g^t  the  anchor  ready  to  let  go  when  they  gave  orders.  Braine  stood 
oyer  me  with  a  pistol.  I  got  the  anchor  ready  according  to  th^ir  orders^  and  l^t  go  wb^ 
Braine  told  v^e.  It  was  in  a  harhour  in  Grand  Manan,  This  was  about  8  o'clock 
Tuesday  morning,  December  8th.  During  all  this  time  I  didn't  know  what  tbey  were  going 
to  do  ;  they  wouldn't  tell  me  nothing.  1  was  a  prisoner  all  the  time  and  kept  well  do  wo, 
with  a  guard  over  me.     I  was  alarmed. 

I  saw  blood  on  the  deck  where  one  of  the  officers  (Confederate)  said  the  second 
engineer  laid.  He  told  me  they  killed  him  and  hove  him  overboard.  One  of  the  Confe- 
derate party  told  me  the  second  engineer  was  shot  in  the  head.  I  only  know  about  the 
engineer  what  I  heard  the  party  say.  The  second  engineer  could  not  have  pumped  hot  or 
cold  w^ter  over  the  deck  under  twenty  minutes'  time.  He  might  have  done  it  alone.  To 
do  it  he  would  have  to  come  up  on  deck  and  go  forward  to  the  engine-house,  go  to  his 
hoscf  box,  unroll  the  hose  along  deck,  and  then  connect  thei^  with  the  goose  neck  on  the 
engine  on  the  upper  deck,  then  pass  them  down  into  the  lo'wer  engine-room,  then  go 
around  behind  the  engine-room  and  go  below  himself  and  start  bis  machinery  there.  Then 
he  would  have  to  come  up  again  to  his  own  engine-room  and  get  a  hold  of  his  ho$e.  It's 
not  an  easy  thing  for  one  man  to  do  alone ;  I  don't  know  that  hQ  could  do  it.  Alt  this 
WQuld  take  ]nm  twenty-five  minutes.  I  do  not  know  that  thq  second  engineer  had  a  pistol. 
I  heard  Braine  say  to  the  first  engineer  that  he  believed  the  second  engineer  fired  fir^t 
The  engineer  said  that  he  believed  the  pistol  laid  in  the  second  engineer's  bed  yet,  and  that 
if  Sraine  wovild  allow  him  be  would  go  to  the  room  and  find  it.  Braine  did  not  say  any- 
thing* I  believe  they  went  in  search  of  the  pistol  and  found  it.  [The  Magistrate  rul^ 
this  last  paragraph  out.]  I  heard  the  chief  engineer  say  to  braine  afterwards  that  they 
bad  found  the  pistol  in  the  second  engineer's  bed  and  Braine  could  go  and  see  it.  The 
secQnd  engineer  was  a  stout,  able  man,  nearly  6  feet,  about  45  years  old,  lived  in  New 
York  City,  was  a  United  States'  citizen,  and  told  me  several  times  he  was  born  up  the  North 
River.  He  was  on  the  boat  pretty  nigh  two  yearsi,  was  a  ve^  nice  dispositione^  man,  a 
gentleman  in  his  manner,  &c. 

After  I  let  go  at  Grand  Manan  we  had  breakfast.  I  did  not  feel  like  eating  at  the 
moment :  I  felt  uneasy.  I  did  not  know  at  what  moment  I  would  go  over  the  rail.  Tbey 
lowered  a  ship's  boat.  Braine  and  three  or  four  men  went  ashore  and  remained  ashore 
t^o  or  three  hours.  Then  they  came  off,  hoisted  the  boat,  and  steered  towards  St.  ^ohn. 
At  this  time  I  was  in  the  cabin^  into  which  I  was  ordered  by  one  of  the  officers,  and  wfw 
kept  under  guard.  They  fell  in  with  a  pilot-boat ;  the  boat  ordered  them  to  stop  ike 
steamer,  and  a  m^n  came  on  board  from  the  pilot-boat  and  stayed  awhile,  went  back  ^d 
returned  to  the  steamer  with  another  man  with  a  valise.  This  was  two  or  three  hours 
nfter  the  steamer  left  Grand  Manan.  I  did  not  hear  either  of  these  parties  called  by 
name.  I  could  not  say  of  my  own  knowledge  whether  either  of  these  parties  took  charge. 
1  w^  aft  all  the  time.  The  steamer  took  the  pilot-boat  in  tow  up  to  Dipper  Harbour. 
Then  they  hauled  the  pilot-boat  alongside,  and  put  all  of  our  crew  aboard  except  the  two 
engiaeera  and  three  firemen.  They  kept  James  Johnson,  the  chief  engineer,  August 
Stiebeck,  the  third  engineer ;  I  don't  know  the  names  of  tjie  firemen.  Five  p^sengers 
were  put  on  board  the  pilot-boi^t ;  these  were  not  of  their  party ;  on  board  the  steamer 
th^y  wfve  kept  down  just  as  we  were.  One  of  the  passengers  remained  on  board  t^e 
et^ftmer-^the  peirson  who  acted  as  pilot.  I  do  not  |tnpw  his  i^ame.  The  steamer  towed 
VIS  tQ  within  about  three  miles  of  Partridge  Island,  and  then  let  go.  The  steamer  kept  en 
her  epurse  towards  St.  John.  It  was  about  8  o'clock  Tu^day  evening  wh^n  they  put  us 
clear*  We  kept  on  with  the  pilot-boat  as  long  as  we  could.  The  boat  aijicWpd  atW^^^t 
of  Partridge  Island.  Wp  stayed  on  the  boat  u^til  10  ne?ct  morning.  Tup  ste^naer 
''  Chesapeake  "  and  cargo  were  takep  from  our  possession  py  this  p^rty  against  ipy  vill, 
and  was  taken  away  by  this  party.  I  was  in  fear  pf  nay  life  frqm  tl^?  time  ^hey  topk  toe 
atc^er  until  I  got  out  of  the  pilot-boat  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  be^ng  waid  under 
or^iQc^ry  circumstances.  We  came  up  in  the  pilot-boat  aoout  1  \  pn  Wednesday  nion[4ugf 
And  were  put  on  board  the  steamer  **  New  England." 

These  prisoners  wera  on  board  the  steamer  when  she  ca^tf  us  pff,  and  wei^t  with  l^o^t. 
The  prisoners  were  acting  with  Braine — all  acting  together. 

The  Conibderates  put  c^  staging  over  the  stern  of  the  vessel  ^hen  thev  got  the  p^i^t^ 
for  the  purpose  of  painting  the  name  out :  and  they  said  afterwards  that  tuey  ^d  pain^  it 
out.  They  made  our  men  paint  the  yellow  streaks  put  of  the  smpke  stack— t^hey  pw^^d 
them  black. 

[Mr.  Tuck  asked  the  witness  if  the  '^  Chesapeake  "  was  an  Americap  vessel,  ^r.  Gray 
objected,  saying  this  was  not  the  proper  way  to  prove  h?r  m^tionality.  Magistrate  $eM^ 
inclined  to  agree  with  Mr.  Gray.  Mr.  Tuck  cited  what  he  considered  a  parallel  case  trom 
"  Curtis's  Digest.*'  Mr,  Gray  and  Mr.  Weldon  replied.  The  Court  ruled  against  the 
question.] 
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The  "  Chesapeake  "  carried  the  American  flag.  I  never  knew  her  to  sail  between  any 
othef  than  American  port*.  The  Stars  and  Stripes  are  the  Atoerican  flag.  The  daptain 
and  cfew  had  hot  charge  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  after  she  was  taken  possession  of  on 
Monday  toorning. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Gk-ay : — I  was  in  bodily  fear  of  my  life  while  on  board  the 
steamer  when  in  hands  of  the  Confederates.  My  thoughts  were  a  good  deal  on  that. 
I  have  not  told  more  than  occurred.  There  was  a  good  many  things  that  I  did  not 
see.  In  coming  down  by  the  train  the  other  day  I  did  not  get  out  for  fear  of  coming  to 
St.  John. 

Wh^n  I  was  aroused  I  was  told  I  was  a  prisoner  to  the  Confederate  States.  I  don*t 
know  that  the  Federals  have  taken  many  vessels  from  the  Confederates — ^they  may  have 
taken  some.  When  they  took  me  prisoner  I  knew  what  they  meant.  I  thought  they 
i/^ere  acting  for  the  Confederate  States.  I  did  not  see  the  Confederate  flag  run  up.  I  did 
not  see  the  copy  of  the  order  given  to  Captain  Willett  by  Lieutenants  Braine  and  Parr. 
Captain  Willett  told  me  they  gave  him  their  names ;  he  did  not  say  they  gave  him  a  copy 
of  the  order.  I  was  not  treated  with  any  nnkindness  more  than  was  necessary  to  prevent 
the  recapture  of  the  vessel.  They  kept  the  engineer  on  duty  when  he  was  severely 
Wounded  in  the  chm  and  bleeding.  When  we  landed  I  took  what  clothes  I  had ;  the 
Confederates  did  not  prevent  me  taking  anything.  I  did  not  see  Lieutenant  Braine 
and  Lieutenant  Parr  talking  to  the  other  passengers.  The  party  who  sailed  the  vessel 
after  she  was  taken  appeared  to  act  as  if  he  was  one  of  them.  The  6otton  on  board 
may  have  come  from  New  Orleans  or  elsewhere.  It  might  have  come  from  Europe. 
I  don't  know.  There  was  no  one  hurt  who  didn't  make  resistance  to  the  capture  of 
the  vessel.  Did  not  hear  of  Braine  saying  that  his  orders  were  not  to  injure  any  one 
except  in  case  of  resistance.  I  believe  the  men  of  the  vessel  were  not  ironed  aftei^ 
Monday  morning,  when  possession  of  the  vessel  was  secured.  The  Confederates  told  me 
that  if  I  would  be  quiet  and  stay  below  I  would  be  taken  care  of.  One  of  them  said  no 
harm  would  be  done  me  if  I  did  not  attempt  to  recapture  the  vessel.  I  believe  all  the 
passengers  brought  their  baggage  with  them  when  landed.  I  do  not  know,  and  did  not 
hear,  that  any  of  the  passengers  and  crew  (except  the  Captain)  lost  anything. 

To  Mr.  Wetmore : — I  do  not  know  that  these  men  were  acting  for  the  Confederate 
States.  The  chief  engineer  was  forced  to  work  when  Wounded.  I  don*t  know  what 
became  of  the  baggage  of  the  second  engineer,  who  was  killed.  I  do  not  know  how  he  was 
killed ;  that  was  when  I  was  asleep. 

The  examination  was  conducted  in  scarcely  so  serious  a  style  yesterday  as  on  the  first 
day.  The  witness  himself  was  rather  an  "original^'  character:  the  lawyers,  especially 
Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Tuck,  appeared  in  a  mood  for  sparring ;  and  the  audience  were  inclinea 
to  manifest  their  appreciation  of  the  good  hits  that  were  occasionally  made  both  by  Counsel 
and  the  witness.  The  lawyers  on  both  sides  seem  to  feel  the  utmost  confidence  in  the 
justice  of  their  respective  causes,  Mr.  Gray  frequently  informing  the  Court  and  spectators 
of  what  he  *' intends  to  show  before  the  case  is  through.**  while  Mr.  Tuck  and 
Mr.  Wetmore  identify  themselves  with  their  Federal  friends* by  talking  of  "robbers,'* 
'•pirates/*  &c  The  witnesses  already  examined  seem  to  tell  a  pretty  straight  story, 
although  the  cross-examination  has  not  failed  to  add  to  its  interest  by  eliciting  some  new 
facts  that  might  otherwise  have  been  lost  to  the  world. 

At  4  p.  M.  a  third  witness  named  Charles  Watters  was  wanted  for  the  prosecution,  but 
was  not  on  hand.  One  of  the  policemen  stated  that  Mr.  Watters  had  said  to  him,  when  he 
went  after  him,  that  he  would  not  appear  unless  compelled  to  do  so.  A  document 
was  aecordingly  issued  to  compel  his  attendance,  and  when  the  case  comes  up  again  at 
eleven  to-day,  Mr.  Watters  will  probably  take  the  stand. 


ON  Thursday  the  investigation  into  the  charges  against  Messrs.  Collins,  McKinney, 
and  Seely  was  resumed. 

James  Johnson  sworn. — I  reside  in  New  York ;  was  born  in  Ireland ;  have  lived  in 
New  York  fourteen  years;  am  not  natm-alized;  am  an  engineer;  I  know  the  steamer 
"  Chesapeake  ;*'  I  was  her  chief  engineer  for  over  a  year ;  it  was  three  years  last  July  since 
I  first  went  on  board  of  her.  She  was  employed  iti  carrying  passengers  and  freight.  I 
was  on  board  of  her  Friday  and  Saturday,  December  4th  and  5th.  I  was  in  charge  of  the 
engme  from  6  to  12  that  night.  Nothing  unusual  occurred  that  night  or  on  Sunday. 
Hie  first  thing  I  knew  between  1  and  2  o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  I  was  awakened  by 
the  report  of  a  pistol.  My  room  was  on  deck.  I  went  out  and  found  Mr.  Schafier  on  deck 
lying  at  the  engine-room. 

Yesterday  Mr.  Johnson  resumed  as  follows : — 
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The  '*  Chesapeake's  "  voyage  at  this  time  was  from  New  York  to  Portland.  I  cant 
say  where  she  was  huilt ;  I  have  known  her  for  six  years.  She  was  called  the  '^Chesapeake  " 
six  years  ago.  1  knew  her  previously  under  the  name  of  the  "  Totten."  She  then  traded 
between  New  York  and  Baltimore ;  I  don't  know  where  she  was  built.  She  has  always 
traded  between  American  ports  since  I  knew  her.  She  was  rebuilt  at  one  time  in  New 
York ;  I  don't  know  where.  She  was  called  tlie  **  Chesapeake  *'  before  rebuilt.  She  is 
owned  by  H.  B.  Cromwell ;  carried  the  American  flag. 

When  I  found  SchafFer's  body  lying  on  deck  I  raised  him  up  and  called  him  by  name  ; 
he  did  not  answer.  He  was  lying  on  the  deck  with  his  feet  down  the  hatchway.  His  body 
was  on  the  deck.  He  was  dead.  This  was  between  1  and  2  o'clock.  I  did  not  see  blood 
then.  The  night  was  pretty  dark.  I  saw  two  specks  on  his  neck.  I  could  not  tell  whether 
they  were  cuts.  I  then  went  down,  where  he  had  come  up,  to  the  deck  below.  I  then 
got  a  pistol  put  to  my  head  by  Collins,  the  prisoner,  whom  I  identify.  I  could  not  see 
whether  it  was  cocked.  I  told  him  to  hold  on ;  and  then  a  man  besides  Collins,  whom  I 
took  to  be  Brooks,  shot  me  with  a  pistol. 

[Mr.  Tuck  asked  the  witness  if  he  knew  who  shot  the  second  engineer.  The  witness 
was  going  on  to  state  what  Brooks  said,  when  the  prisoners  counsel  objected.  Magistrate 
decided  against  the  question.]  None  of  the  prisoners  now  present  were  within  hearing 
when  Brooks  made  a  statement  to  me.  After  1  was  shot  I  went  across  to  the  engine  room. 
Before  I  went  below,  when  I  was  at  the  body  of  Schaffer,  I  spoke  to  Wade  and  asked  him 
to  help  me.  He  seemed  to  be  afraid — said  nothing.  Wade  was  one  of  the  party  who 
conspired  to  take  the  vessel.  I  was  fired  at  without  anything  being  said  to  me.  The  ball 
lodged  in  my  chin.  It  remained  there  imtil  two  daj's  ago.  It  was  taken  out  by  Dr.  Earle 
at  Ossekeag. 

When  I  went  across  the  engine  room  f  found  the  mate,  Charles  Johnson,  coming  into 
the  room.  He  had  been  shot  twice,  once  in  the  knee,  the  other  in  the  arm.  He  and  I 
went  into  the  kitchen,  through  a  little  hatch.  We  stayed  there  for  about  a  half-*hour. 
From  there  I  saw  Mr.  Schaffer's  body  thrown  overboard  by  three  or  four  persons.  Braine 
was  one  of  them.  I  did*nt  know  the  others.  He  was  thrown  over  just  as  he  was ;  was  not 
wrapped  in  anything.  I  don't  know  how  long  this  was  after  he  was  shot.  The  cook  came 
to  the  kitchen  where  we  were.  I  asked  where  Captain  Willett  was ;  he  said  he  was  in  the 
cabin.  I  asked  him  what  w  as  going  on ;  he  said  the  ship  was  taken.  I  told  him  to  tell 
some  one  to  come  and  take  us  out.  I  had  no  clothes  on  except  my  night  shirt.  Greorge 
Robinson,  the  sailuig  master,  came  and  took  me  to  my  room  to  dress.  (Robinson  was 
sometimes  called  Sears  on  the  boat.)  I  did  not  see  any  pistol  with  Robinson ;  I  heard  two 
or  three  pistol  shots  fired  on  board.  Afler  dressing  I  went  with  Robinson  to  the  cabin 
where  the  Captain  was  in  irons.  The  mate  was  there,  wounded.  Mr.  Parr,  who  was 
called  Lieutenant,  was  taking  a  shot  out  of  Brooks'  hand.  He  then  took  a  shot  out  of  the 
mate's  arm,  and  tried  to  take  the  shot  out  of  my  chin  but  could  not  do  it — he  said  it  was 
fast  in  the  bone.  I  had  some  convereation  with  Lieutenant  Parr.  He  told  me  to  keep  the 
cold  out  of  my  cut.  He  assisted  me  in  wrapping  up  my  chin.  I  had  no  conversation  at 
this  time  with  reference  to  the  pistol  shots.  I  afterwards  went  to  the  engine-room  with 
Robinson  to  see  if  everything  was  right  there.  The  third  assistant  and  oiler,  Striebeck, 
had  charge  of  the  engine.  Captain  Willets  had  asked  me  if  the  ship  was  safe,  I  said  no ; 
Robinson  overheard  this  and  went  and  asked  permission  to  take  me  to  the  engine  room. 
I  wanted  to  see  what  state  the  ship  was  in,  or  if  she  was  going  to  blow  up.  I  found  the 
oiler  there.  Did  not  remain  there  long.  I  told  the  man  how  to  carry  steam,  and  then 
went  back  to  the  cabin.  I  remained  in  the  cabin  an  hour  and  then  went  back  to  the  engine- 
room.  There  was  always  some  one  with  me  as  a  guard.  I  don't  remember  either  of  these 
prisoners  going  with  me.  I  was  taken  back  to  attend  to  the  engine,  and  see  that  everything 
was  going  right.  Braine  spoke  to  me  and  said  they  had  no  engineer,  and  that  I  would  have 
to  attend  her.  I  was  hardly  fit  to  do  it,  the  wound  in  my  chin  bleeding  enough  to  cover 
my  shirt.  I  remained  in  the  engine-room  all  day ;  I  had  to  stay  there,  with  some  of  the 
crew  as  guard,  all  the  time.  Both  McKinney  and  ColUns  were  on  guard  over  me  at 
dift'erent  times.  They  were  armed  with  revolvers.  There  was  one  man  on  guard  in  the 
engine-room  and  one  in  the  fire-room  all  the  time.  I  was  not  threatened.  The  two  Coxes, 
Harris,  two  Moors,  who  were  brothers,  Tredwell,  Wade,  Collins^  McKinney,  Brooks,  and 
Seeley  guarded  me  in  turn.  Lieutenant  Braine  used  to. sit  with  me  sometimes.  He  had 
command  of  the  crew.  The  sailing  master,  Robinson,  was  on  deck.  They  were  all  acting 
in  concert.  They  acted  under  the  orders  of  Braine  and  Parr,  and  saihng  master  Robinson, 
as  far  as  I  could  see. 

I  remained  in  the  engine-room  nearly  all  the  time ;  when  I  slept  it  was  on  the  locker 
in  the  room.  I  was  not  on  deck  much — hardly  any.  Did  not  s6e  what  was  going  on  on 
deck.    I  don't  know  the  time  when  the  vessel  stopped  at  Grand  ManaA.     She  i^mained 
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there  two  or  three  hour^.  When  we  left  there  we  came  down  towards  St.  John.  We 
arrived  off  the  harbour  between  7  and  8  on  Tuesday  evenings  December  8th.  The 
steamer  stopped  on  the  way  up,  and  tqok  a  captain,  Parker,  on  board  from  a  pilot-boat. 
He  took  charge  over  Braine,  There  was  a  gentlemau,  a  Mr,  McDonald,  came  on  board  at 
the  same  time.  Mr.  Parr  introduced  him  to  me  as  Mr.  McDonald.  We  got  nobody  else 
in  there.  This  Mr.  McDonald  came  to  see  me,  and  told  me  to  content  myself  for  a  few 
days — ^that  he  would  only  keep  me  forty-eight  hours  longer.  He  said  he  was  concerned  in 
the  thing.  I  told  him  I  wanted  to  get  home,  as  my  folks  would  be  uneasy.  He  asked  me 
for  my  wife's  address,  and  said  he  would  send  her  a  telcgi*am  to  let  her  know  I  was  well  and 
would  be  treated  well.  He  forgot  all  about  this  afterwards.  I  gave  him  the  address.  There 
was  no.  telegram  sent.  McDonald  went  ashore  in  St.  John.  This  was  the  only  conversa- 
tion I  had  with  him.  I  saw  him  when  I  left  Halifax  the  other  day.  He  accompanied  me 
all  the  way  to  Moncton,  perhaps  to  see  that  I  got  safe  through — not  with  my  wish. 

We  remained  off  Partridge  Island  from  three  to  five  hours.  A  boat  went  ashore  from 
the  steamer  with  Captain  Parker,  Mr.  Braine,  and  Mr.  Parr.  Tliey  did  not  tell  me  why 
they  went  ashore. 

They  were  ashore  all  the  time  we  laid  there.    We  started  as  soon  after  they  got  back . 
as  we  could  get  steam  up.    McKinpey  went  ashore  with  them.    I  don't  know  whether  they  • 
took  anything  on  board  with  them.    They  got  no  coal  here.     I  do  not  know  that  they  got 
any  provisions.    We  left  St.  John  about  2  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  under  steam. 
I  was  still  kept  at  the  engine.    We  went  into  Shelburne,  Nova  Scotia,  first.    We  got  there 
between    8  and    9    o'clock   on  Thursday  night.      Captain  Parker   had  charge  of  the 
vessel  on  her  way  to  Shelburne.     Had  I  been  allowed  I  would  have  gone  ashore  in 
St.  John ;  I  was  not  allowed.   I  was  taken  away  against  my  will.    Four  of  our  men  besides 
myself  were  taken — myself,  Striebeck,  the  oiler,  Richard  Tracey,  Patrick  Connors  and  John 
Murphy,  firemen.     I  believe  the  others  of  our  crew  went  on  board  the  pilot-boat.     I 
managed  the  engine  from  here  to  Shelbui*ne.     I  got  a  little  sleep  once  in  a  while ;  I  slept        ^ 
in  the  cabin  three  hours  one  time^  the  rest  in  the  engine-room.     We  had  a  rough  passage 
to  Shelburne — a  heavy  gale  of  wind  after  we  got  around  Cape  Sable;  it  snowed.     We 
laid  to  an  anchor  in  Shelburne  harbour  all  of  Thursday  nights      We  got  coal  and  wood 
there.    It  came  on  board  from  a  schooner.    Captain  Parker  said  we  got  ten  tons  of  Sydney 
coal  and  two  cords  of  wood.     I  don't  know  whether  we  got  anything  eke  or  not.    We  put 
some  httle  freight  on  board  the  schooner — some  sugar,  apples  and  flour.     I  don't  know 
the  value  of  the  freight ;    could  not  tell  how  many  packages.     Mr.  Brame  left  the  vessel 
there.      I  don't  know  whether  he  took  any  of  the  freight  with  him.     I  don't  know  where . 
he  went.     He  came  on  board  again  at  La  Have. 

We  got  additional  crew  at  Shelburne — four  persons ;  the  nameg  of  two  were  Snow  and 
Smith.  They  had  as  many  men  before  as  the  ship  needed.  Captain  Parker  said  he 
belonged  to  Shelburne.  He  was  his  own  pilot.  I  did  not  hear  him  called  by  any  other 
name.     We  left  Shelburne  on  Friday  morning  at  daylight. 

We  put  into  La  Have  river  towards  evening  where  we  came  to  anchor.  When  there 
we  discharged  cargo  into  a  schooner — there  was  flour,  wine,  sugar,  and  tobacco,  and  some 
cases  of  stuff.  I  can't  tell  how  many  packages  of  each  went  out.  The  wine  was  in 
quarter  pipes.  There  was  also  some  cotton  went  ashore.  (The  wine  was  distributed  on 
board  the  vessel ;  I  got  some  of  it.)  I  heard  Captain  Parker  say  that  Mr.  Kinney»  a  mem 
living  there,  got  a  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  the  freight.  Braine  came  back  here.  We 
laid  there  three  or  four  days,  and  over  Sunday.  Braine  did  not  tell  me  where  he  had 
been.  He  only  stayed  there  a  little  while.  Mr.  Pan'  told  me  that  Braine  took  a  trunk 
with  him,  supposed  to  be  jewellery.  [The  Magistrate  objected  to  this  '^  hearsay  "  being 
taken  down  as  evidence,  and  adhered  to  his  opinion  although  Mr.  Anglin  furnished  infor- 
mation respecting  O'Connell's  trial  for  high  treason.]  Braine  did  not  return  to  the  ship 
again.  That  was  the  last  I  saw  of  him.  We  got  no  coals  or  additional  crew  at  La  Have. 
We  got  some  wood.  I  did  not  hear  these  prisoners  say  anything  about  Braine  at  this 
time,  nor  do  I  know  what  Braine  took.  Mr.  PaiT  told  me  he  was  going  away  for  a  day  or 
two  to  bring  Bi'aine  back,  and  when  he  returned  he  would  try  and  get  the  captain  to 
liberate  me  as  he  knew  I  wanted  to  get  home.     He  also  said  Braine  was  not  doing  right ; 

that  he  had  taken  400  dollars  with  him [The  witness  was  stopped.]    Parr  said  I  was  not 

in  a  condition  to  stay  on  board  and  ought  to  be  liberated. 

[At  this  stage  the  Court  adjourned  for  dinner.  At  2  40  p.m.  the  examination  was 
resumed.  Mr  Gray  again  objected  to  the  admission  of  the  statement  of  Parr  relative  to 
Braine's  leaving  with  money,  &c.,  and  cited  •*  Roscoe's  Criminal  Law."  Magistrate  said 
he  had  ah-eady  ruled  in  Mr.  Gray's  fevour.] 

Parr  left  after  this  conversation.  He  did  not  come  back  while  we  were  th^.  1 
don't  iremember  what  evening  we  left.     Captain  Parker  was  still  in  charge  when  we  left 
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La  Har^  and  these  prisoners  were  also  on  board.  We  left  and  went  down  to  the  mouth 
of  tfie  river.  I  d<Hi*t  know  of  any  wpecM  reason  for  leaving  La  Have.  '  I  bad  nothing  to 
say  in  the  matter.  We  tow«d  ^e  schooner  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  rivier  and  loaded 
her  with  freight ;  die  was  a  vessel  of  about  fifty  tons.  We  loaded  her  pretty  well  with  the 
^'  Chesapeake's ''  cargo ;  I  can't  say  what.  I  saw  the  schooner  lying  at  anchor  next 
morning.  I  did  not  know  where  she  went,  or  what  was  received  for  the  cargo.  We  got 
some  wood  off  the  schooner  before  we  put  the  freight  in  her.  We  remained  at  the  mouth 
of  La  Have  till  daylight  next  morning.  Hien  we  went  to  Sambro.  The  coals  we  got  at 
Shellninie  lasted  us  down  to  Sambro,  which  is  twenty  miles  from  Halifax.  C^ptam 
Ptoker  went  to  Halifax  for  coal ;  he  took  none  of  the  cargo  with  him.  He  returned  t& 
Sambro  with  a  sdiooner  loaded  with  coal  and  two  engineers  and  two  firemen.  Parr  had 
not  returned  at  that  time.  We  were  taking  in  coals  at  Sambro  from  the  schooner.  The 
arrived  at  2  in  the  morning ;  Captain  Parker  was  in  the  schooner.  I  got  up  and  spok» 
to  Captain  Burker,  and  he  told  me  about  those  men  he  had.  He  asked  me  to  show  the 
engineers  the  machinery ;  I  told  him  I  would  after  day%ht  After  that  I  was  getting 
rtady  to  leaved-Parker  told  me  he  was  done  with  me — the  pilot  named  Fiinn,  who  carried 
her  into  Sambro,  reported  to  Captain  Parker  that  a  gun*boat  was  coming  in.  Parker  wmt 
on  deck  to  see  her.  (This  was  in  Mud  Cove.)  He  asked  his  new  engineer  to  get  some 
ateam  on.  Captain  Parker  asked  me  to  scuttle  the  ship.  I  told  him  I  did  not  know  how^ ; 
be  said  I  oould  cut  a  pipe  and  do  it.  I  said  we  had  no  pipes  that  I  eould  cut.  Captain 
Fu^er  left  the  cabin  then.  I  carried  my  clothes  on  deck,  and  when  I  went  up  Captahi 
Barker  and  his  crew  (including  the  prisoners)  were  leaving  the  ship.  They  all  left.  I 
went  and  got  the  American  colours  out  of  the  wheel-house,  and  gave  it  to  one  of  my  fira- 
men  to  ran  up.  He  ran  it  up.  Union  down.  The  gun-boat  came  alongside  of  us  and 
boarded  us.  Lieutenant  Nicholls  was  in  command  of  the  gun-boat.  At  this  time  the  oiler, 
and  three  firemen,  and  the  two  engineers  that  Parker  brou^t,  were  on  board.  Tlie  new 
engineers  had  no  chance  to  get  into  the  boats.  I  had  not  steam  up  on  the  ve^^. 
Lieutenant  Nicholls  asked  me  who  was  aboard  the  steamer.  I  told  him.  We  then  went 
to  getting  steam  up.  We  had  not  coal  enough  to  leave,  and  had  no  oil  aboard.  We  left 
in  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a-half.  The  gun-boat  was  named  '*  Ella  and  Annie.'*  We  got 
coal  and  oil  enough  to  start,  and  went  to  Halifax.  The  gun-boat  went  into  Halifiuc  with  us ; 
the  ^*  Dacotah  *'  was  behind  us.  We  came  to  anchor  in  the  harbour,  and  I  went  ashore 
in  the  evening.  I  Was  in  Halilhx  since  then  until  last  Monday  morning  when  I  left  for 
here. 

From  the  time  the  ^^  Chesapeake "  was  taken  Mr.  Braine  and  Captain  Parker  and 
th^orew  had  charge  of  the  vessel,  and  Captain  Willett  and  his  crew  had  no  charge  from 
that  time.  I  did  not  act  of  my  own  free  will  from  that  time,  but  under  the  orders  of  these 
people. 

[Mr.  Tuck  asked  what  conversation  he  had  with  Lieutenant  Parr  respecting  finding 
the  second  engmeer  Sehaffer^s  pistol.     Mr.  Gray  objected.] 

I  went  into  the  second  enginea^'s  room  with  Lieutenant  Parr  and  Striebeck^  and 
I  found  the  en^neer's  pistol  and  handed  it  to  Mr.  Parr.  I  found  it  in  the  second  engineer's 
drawer.  Parr  examined  the  pistol.  He  said  it  had  not  been  used.  His  room  was  on  the 
deck  above  where  he  attended  the  engine.  This  engineer  had  been  in  the  *'  Chesapeake  ^ 
two  years ;  I  had  been  there  all  that  time  and  knew  him  well.  I  hired  him.  I  never 
kitew  him  to  carry  a  pistol.     If  he  had  I  think  I  would  have  known  it, 

There  were  no  means  on  the  "  Chesapeake  "  for  putting  boiling  water  on  the  deck. 
We  had  a  force-pomp  to  throw  cold  water,  and  hose  in  case  of  fire.  The  second  engineer 
eould  not  have  got  them  to  woric*  I  saw  these  prisoners  in  the  vessel  from  time  to  time 
after  the  vessel  was  captured.  I  do  not  know  what  Collins'  position  was  or  what  he  was 
called     They  all  carried  revolvers. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Weldon : — I  stated  that  Brooks  was  shot  in  the  hand.  It 
was  in  the  left  hand.  Parr  cut  the  shot  out.  I  did  not  hear  anything  said  about  the 
second  engineer  shooting  him.  The  engineer's  place  was  on  the  deck  below.  I  saw 
Brooks*  face  as  the  pistol  flashed  when  he  fired  at  me.  He  was  not  two  feet  from  me  when 
he  fired.  The  ball  was  bedded  in  the  bone.  The  woimd  in  the  chin  can  be  seen  now. 
The  mate  and  I  went  into  the  kitchen  and  remained  there  half  an  hour  before  any  one 
came.  There  was  no  more  violence  used.  I  gave  Parr  my  razor  to  cut  out  the  ball. 
They  did  not  say  they  took  the  vessel  in  the  name  of  the  Confederate  Stat^.  I  heard 
nothmg  about  the  Confederate  States.  They  used  a  Secesh  flag  in  Shelbume.  I  can't 
describe  it ;  it  didn't  look  right  to  me.  I  mean  the  Confederate  flag,  i  can't  tell  the 
colour  of  it,  or  the  number  of  stars.  I  took  a  look  at  it,  but  I  can't  renumber  what  it 
looked  like.  I  understood  from  one  of  the  men  that  the  Confederate  flag  was  up  th«re« 
can't  tell  how  many  colours  there  were  in  it.    Neither  Braine  nor  Parr  told  me  they  had 
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orikTS  to  take  the  vessel.  Parr  told  me  he  imd  Braine  travelled  on  the  ^*  Chesapeake  "  a 
month  before  for  the  purpose  of  taking  her.  Parr  told  me  he  had  been  in  the  Southern 
Array.  [Mr.  Wetmore  made  objection  to  admitting  Parr's  ''  narrative."  Magistrate  ov€|> 
ruled  it.]  Parr  said  he  had  been  in  the  Southern  Army  and  was  a  released  prisoner.  He 
did  not  say  what  park  of  the  Southern  States  he  came  from.  Parr  treated  me  very  civilly^ 
He  said  one  time  that  as  Captain  Parker  had  not  kept  his  word,  he  (Parr)  would  try  to  get 
me  away.  I  worked  the  steamer  to  Grand  Manan^  and  from  there  to  St.  John.  Part  of 
the  time  my  duty  was  on  deck  ;  sometimes  I  went  up  alone.  I  took  my  meals  in  the 
cabin*  Braine  told  me  he  had  no  engineers  and  that  I  had  to  work  the  vessel.  Captain 
Parker^  when  he  came  on  board,  said  he  would  have  to  keep  me  awhile,  and  asked  me 
how  much  money  I  wanted  for  retaining  me.  I  said  not  to  mind  the  money,  that  I  would 
run  the  ship  as  I  had  to  do  it.  After  we  left  St  John  I  ran  the  vessel  under  Parker'6 
orders^  Thei^  was  a  watch  in  the  engine-room»  fire-room,  £md  on  deck  all  the  time.  Tb^ 
watch  did  not  follow  me  when  I  went  out  of  the  engine-room.  Captain  Parker  saki 
Shelburne  was  his  native  place.  He  did  not  tell  me  he  had  gone  down  South  when  a  boy. 
JHe  never  mentioned  the  Confederate  States  to  me.  I  don't  know  his  Christian  name« 
I  never  saw  Parker  before.  I  can't  telltlie  distance  we  were  inside  Sambro  Harbour 
when  we  were  retaken.  We  might  have  been  four  miles  inside-^^bout  half  a  mile  from 
the  shore.  When  the  Confederates  left  they  took  one  of  the  steamer's  boats.  Some  of 
the  ''  Ella  and  Annie's  "  crew  went  on  board  the  coal  schooner,  and  searched  it  and  found 
Wade.  The  two  Halifax  engineers  and  Wade  were  sent  on  board  the  *^  Ella  and  Annie." 
When  we  went  out  of  the  harbour  the  *^  Dacotah  "  was  lying  outside  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour  waiting.  We  spoke  the  *'  Dacotah."  Striebeck  and  the  firemen  all  expected  to 
leave  the  ^^  Chesapeake  "  when  the  other  engineers  came. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Wetmore : — The  watch  in  the  engine-room  and  fire^room  were 
armed.     I  cant  say  about  the  watch  on  deck. 

At  half^past  4  p«m*  the  Court  adjourned  until  Monday  morning*  It  seemli  that 
Mr,  Charles  Watters,  who  is  wanted,  cannot  be  found.  The  Counsel  for  the  proseoution 
are  expecting  other  witnesses  to  arrive  from  the  States. 


The  Court  was  in  i^adiness  yesterday  morning  for  opening  at  11  o'clock^  and  at  that 
hour  the  prisoners'  counsel,  as  well  as  A  very  numerous  body  of  speetatorSi  w^re  in  attira- 
danoe.  Among  the  onlookers  we  noticed  three  clergymen,  who  probably  had  attended  in 
order  to  lend  the  sanction  of  religion  to  what  the  ^itor  of  the  "  Colonild  Presbyterian"  no 
doubt  considers  the  holiest  of  all  causes^-^the  cause  of  the  Confederate  States !  Th^e  was 
not  so  much  crowding  among  bystanders  as  on  the  previous  days,  but  the  interest  manifested 
was  not  a  whit  less  keen.  This  time  the  delay  in  proceeding  with  business  was  the  fault  of 
one  of  the  prosecuting  counsel,  and  not  ''  Mr.  Anglings."  We  ought  to  explain  that  the 
editor  of  the  **  Freeman"  has  been  very  improperly  charged  with  retarding  the  Court's 
proceedings  by  not  being  up  to  tinle  in  arriving  at  the  Police  Cotlrti  The  lawyers  sc^ 
that  since  the  editor  ''  has  taken  charge  of  the  oase^"  he  ought  to  be  at  his  post  at  the 
J>ropet  hom\ 

Mr.  AngUn  and  Mr.  Wetmore  having  arrived,  the  investigation  -W^A  resumed. 

Mr.  Wetmore.  offered  in  evidence  copies  of  extracts  from  Acts  o£  Congress  relating  to 
Pii^cy,  and  President  Lincoln's  Proclamation  of  April  19, 1861,  declaring  the  molestation  of 
United  States'  vessels  by  Confederates  to  be  piracy ;  the  same  being  certified  as  correct  by  the 
Honourable  William  H.  Seward,  Federal  Secretary  of  State,  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of 
ihe  Federal  State  Department.  Counsel  for  prisoners  offered  no  objection.  Mr.  WetnwMre 
wished  counsel  for  the  prisoners  also  to  admit  the  American  Shipping  Act  ad  in  evidence, 
although  he  did  not  have  it  present.  Mr.  Gray  agreed  to  this.  Mr.  Wetmore  next 
tendered  a  copy  of  the  order  left  by  Lieutenant  Braine  with  Captain  Willet  at  the 
time  of  the  capture.     Admitted. 

At  half-past  12  Mr.  Charles  Watters  was  placed  on  the  stand,  and  in  answer  to 
Mr.  Wetmore's  questions  stated  as  follows : — 

I  have  lived  twelve  years  in  Carleton,  and  know  McKinney  Und  Seely.  I  have  hid 
no  conversation  with  either  McKinney  or  Seely  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  **  Chesi- 
peake."  I  heard  a  good  matiy  persons  stating  things  in  their  presenc^e.  It  was  in  Lower 
Cove ;  McKinney,  Seeley,  and  Gilbert  and  John  Cox  were  present.  The  Cdxes  reside  in 
Carleton.  This  was  in  a  house  in  Lower  Cove.  I  do  not  know  the  streets  in  Lowitr 
Cove.  It  was  between  Queen's-square  and  the  Barracks.  1  don^  know  the  nltmes  of  the 
streets  on  the  east  and  west  side  of  Queen's-square.  It  was  not  on  the  street  on  the  wfitt 
jside.  I  would  have  to  turn  to  a  street  on  the  left  oi  the  street  to  the  west  of  Queen's- 
square.    [A  plan  of  the  city  was  shown  to  the  prisoner,  and  he  identified  Main-street  as 
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that  on  which  the  house  was  situated.]  It  was  a  workshop,  upstahfs ;  we  went  into  &Tard 
to  go  up.  Besides  the  Coxes,  Mclunney,  and  Seeley,  the  *'  Captain*"  was  there,  liiere 
were  ten  or  twelve  there  besides  them.  Lieutenant  Braine  was  not  there.  The  man  they 
called  the  Captain  was  there.  I  heard  the  Captain  say  he  wanted  to  raise  a  crew  of  twenty 
men  to  go  to  New  York  to  take  a  steamer.  I  have  since  heard  the  Captain's  name  was 
Captain  Parker.  I  did  not  hear  them  say  the  name  of  the  steamer.  Some  of  the  party 
asked  if  they  were  all  going.  We  were  all  to  get  an  equal  share  ;  Pean't  say  what  the 
officers  were  to  get.  There  was  to  be  a  share  for  each  man,  and  the  particular  share  was 
not  named.  I  did  not  hear  anything  about  money  being  furnished,  only  that  their  passages 
from  St.  John  to  New  York  were  to  be  paid.  1  think  it  was  Parr  said  this.  Parr  was 
present  at  one  of  these  meetings.  I  was  present  at  two  meetings.  I  saw  these  two 
prisoners  at  one  meeting.  I  did  not  hear  anybody  say  they  would  go  that  I  remember  of. 
These  prisoners  were  presentat  the  last  meeting.  There  was  nobody  there  scarcely  at  the 
first  meeting.  I  was  there,  the  Captain  was  there,  and  some  of  the  boys.  I  do  not  know 
Colliiis ;  I  can't  say  that  I  ever  saw  him  before  to-day.  I  have  not  seen  McKinney  smce 
that  night.  I  had  no  conversation  with  him  at  or  since  that  meeting.  Seely  went  over  to 
Carleton  in  the  same  boat  with  me  that  night.  We  had  no  conversation.  I  think  I  saw 
him  going  down  Prince  William-street  the  next  morning.  I  could  not  tell  who  went 
away.  I  was  at  the  steamer  at  Reed's  Point  before  she  left ;  saw  McKinney  and  Seely 
there.  The  meeting  took  place  about  a  week  before  we  heard  of  the  "  Chesapeake"  being 
taken.  I  saw  these  two  prisoners  at  the  boat  next  morning.  I  can't  say  that  these 
prisonei^s  agreed  to  go.  It  was  asked  at  this  meeting  whether  the  parties  would  go.  I 
can't  say  that  1  heard  the  persons  present  assent  to  go.  I  was  not  at  the  first  meeting. 
T  had  no  conversation  with  McKinney  or  Seely  before  the  meeting.  I  saw  them  the  night  of 
the  first  meeting  in  Carleton.  They  did  not  tell  me  then  whether  they  were  going ;  when 
we  were  on  the  road  going  (the  two  Coxes,  myself,  McKinney,  Seely,  and  a  man  named 
George  Robinson  being  together)  they  said  they  were  going  to  the  meeting.  It  was  not  stated 
to  what  place  we  were  going.  •  They  (the  prisoners)  asked  where  we  were  going  to ;  Robinson 
said  they  would  find  out  when  we  got  there.  On  the  road  they  asked  what  we  were 
going  for,  and  were  told,  *'  to  see  the  Captain.''  Robinson  wanted  tiiese  bojrs  to  go  over 
to  the  meeting,  to  go  to  New  York  to  take  a  steamer.  I  heard  some  of  them  say  they 
would  go  to  the  meeting  and  see  what  was  going  on.  I  can't  tell  what  was  talked  of. 
Robinson,  on  the  way,  called  at  the  Lawrence  Hotel  for  Captdn  Parker^  and  he  went  with 
us.  I  heard  of  Parker  wanting  to  raise  a  crew  to  go  to  New  York  three  or  four  days 
before  the  meeting.  On  the  last  night  of  the  meeting  I  went  to  see  what  conclusion 
was  come  to.  It  was  said  there  that  those  who  would  go  were  to  go  the  next 
morning  in  the  American  steamer.  The  prisoners  McKinney  and  Seely  belong  to 
Carleton.  Seely  was  brought  up  there,  and  McKinney  I  have  known  two  years.  I  went 
to  the  steamer  to  see  who  was  going,  but  I  didn't  calculate  on  going.  The  only  ones  I 
saw  on  board  the  boat,  of  those  who  were  at  this  meeting,  were  McKinney  and  Seely. 
1  might  have  passed  them  the  time  of  day.  I  could  not  say  whether  they  were  on  the 
boat  when  she  left ;  I  was  going  up  the  hill  when  she  started.  I  was  at  the  boat  at  a 
quarter  of  8  a.m.^  and  left  before  the  boat  left.  I  might  have  stopped  five,  or  ten,  or 
fifteen  minutes.  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  wharf  when  she  let  go  her  fastenings.  I  thioJc 
the  prisoners  might  have  gone  in  the  boat,  but  I  can't  say  where  they  went.  I  didn  t  see 
any  funds  at  the  meeting  in  Lower  Cove. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Gray : — ^It  was  stated  at  the  Lower  Cove  meeting  that  they 
were  going  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States  to  take  this  vessel.  I  think  it  was  said 
that  the  Confederate  Government  was  to  regulate  the  *' share" — I  can't  remember 
distinctly.  It  was  stated  that  the  vessel  would  be  a  prize  to  the  Confederate  Government 
Captain  Parker  said  he  had  authority  or  commission  from  the  Confederate  Government ; 
he  produced  a  paper  which  was  read  over  at  the  meeting.  I  don't  remember  that  he 
stated  what  the  paper  contained.  Captain  Parker  read  the  paper,  commencing  thus : — 
"  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.**  It  was  the  size  of  the 
cdocument  now  produced  by  Mr.  Gray.  [This  was  understood  by  spectators  to  be 
Captain  Parker's  commission.]  I  think  the  intention  expressed  at  the  meeting  was  that 
'the  vessel  was  to  be  taken  for  the  Confederate  States,  or  else  they  would  not  have  gone. 
I  heard  that  Captain  Parker  and  Lieutenant  Braine  were  officers  in  the  Confederate 
service  at  the  same  time  that  I  heard  they  wanted  to  raise  this  crew  for  the  Confederate 
sendee  for  the  purpose  of  taking  this  vessel.  It  was  understood  that  she  was  to  be  taken 
for  the  Confederates ;  and  it  was  stated  that  these  men  were  to  be  in  the  Confederate 
service.  I  could  not  say  that  it  was  stated  at  this  time  that  Parr  was  an  officer  in  the 
Confederate  service.     I  was  not  close  enough  to  read  Captain  Paricer's  paper. 

[Mr.  Gray  proposed  to  put  Captain  Parker's  commission  in  the  witness's  hands  to 
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identify.  Mr.  Wetmore  strongly  opposed  this.  The  Magistrate  ruled  in  favour  of  its 
being  placed  in  the  hands  of  witness^  and  also  that  this  could  be  done  without  the  paper 
being  first  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  opposing  Counsel.  The  witness  said  he  could  not 
identify  the  document  even  if  it  was  handed  to  him.] 

Captain  Parker  read  paper  aloud,  and  said  it  was  his  authority. 

I  did  not  see  Brame  the  first  night;  I  did  thq  second  night.  Pie  was  called 
Lieutenant  Braine.  I  don't  remember  of  Parker  saying  that  he  was  Captain  of  the 
Confederate  States*  privateer  *'  Retribution." 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Wetmore : — I  iieard  from  Captain  Parker  that  this  crew  was 
wanted.  The  steamer  was  to  be  brought  to  Grand  Manan  to  land  passengers.  I  did  not 
expect  to  go.  I  did  not  know  it  was  stated  where  those  who  went  from  here  were  to 
land.  At  the  meeting  it  was  talked  of  that  the  vessel  was  to  be  taken  over  to  Nova 
Scotia.  I  do  not  know  that  any  of  the  officers  said  so.  I  heard  that  the  question  was 
asked  where  the  vessel  was  to  be  taken.  T  did  not  hear  it  stated  that  the  vessel  was  to  be 
taken  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  her  cargo  to  be  disposed  of  there.  I  don't  know  what ''  the 
share"  was  to  be  of.  I  did  not  inquire — do  not  know  what  they  meant  by  it.  Perhaps 
they  were  to  divide  the  steamer  and  cargo.  I  can't  say  when  or  where  they  were  to 
''divide."  It  was  from  Robinson  that  I  heard  that  Parker  and  Braine  were  officers. 
Robinson  belongs  to  St.  Stephen,  I  believe.  I  went  to  the  meeting  just  to  see  what  was 
going  on.  I  don't  know  that  it  was  said  at  the  meeting  that  the  business  was  dangerous. 
ft  was  not  stated  that  they  might  get  their  necks  stretched.  It  was  distinctly  said  that 
they  would  be  protected  by  the  Confederate  Goeemment.  It  was  not  said  what  they 
were  going  to  Nova  Scotia  for. 

There  was  more  squabbling  among  the  lawyers  to-day  than  on  any  other  occasion 
since  the  commeneement  of  the  trial.  The  witness  Watters  appeared  to  give  his  evidence 
with  considerable  reluctance,  probably  on  account  of  some  of  bis  Carleton  friends,  being  so 
directly  concerned  in  the  matter.  At  the  conclusion  of  to-day's  examination  Mr.  Gray 
agreed  to  consider  a  certified  copy  of  the  '*  Chesapeake's"  register  and  coasting  license  as 
in  evidence,  as  Mr.  Wetmore  said  they  were  on  their  way  here.  This  closed  the  case  for 
the  prosecution.  As  several  of  the  lawyers  will  be  engaged  in  the  Circuit  Court,  which 
meets  to-day,  further  investigation  is  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  investigation  into  tne  charges  against  Colhns,  Mc  Kinney,  and  Seely  was  to  have 
been  resumed  yesterday,  but  on  appUcation  of  the  Honourable  Mr.  Gray  it  was  further 
postponed  until  next  Thursday,  as  Mr.  Gray  had  applied  to  the  lieutenant-Govemor  for 
certain  documents  which  the  Governor  could  not  decide  upon  furnishing  until  he  had 
consulted  his  law  advisers.  Mr.  Gray  intimated  that  he  might  ask  the  Magistrate  for 
protection  to  Braine,  Parr,  Locke,  and  others  named  in  the  warrant*  in  case  they  were 
wanted  as  witnesses.  The  Magistrate  seemed  to  be  very  emphatic  in  opposition  to  such  a 
course.  The  "  Globe"  says  that  '*  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  Mr.  Gray's  remarks  in 
reference  to  the  papers  for  which  he  had  written  was,  that  if  they  are  not  furnished  be  will 
ask  that  the  Magistrate  issue  a  subpcena  for  bringing  Her  Majesty's  Representative 
fcNrword  as  a  witness  in  the  case." 


Indosure  2  in  No.  18. 
Mr.  TUley  to  Mr.  Gray. 

Sir,  Secretary's  Office,  Fredericton,  January  15,  1864. 

I  AM  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Govemor  to  inform  you  that  his 
Excellency  has  referred  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo  to  the  consideration  of  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  that  in  their  opinion  the  parties  on  whose  behalf  the  application 
contained  in  your  letter  was  made,  are  not  legally,  and  as  a  matter  of  right,  entitled  to 
be  famished  with  the  papers  which  you  require,  and  that  his  Excellency  would  accordingly 
be  fully  justified  in  declining  to  accede  to  your  request. 

The  LieutenantpGovemor  is  desirous  that  no  misapprehension  whatever  should  exist 


enabling  Ma^strates  to  take  cognizance  of  cases  which  would  otherwise  be  without  thtir 
jnrisdiction,  and  to  receive  evidence  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Act  26  and  27  Vict., 
cap.  76 ;  but  the  grounds  upon  which  his  Excellency  thought  proper  to  issue  that  warra  t 
cannot  possibly  be  a  subject  of  inquiry  before  the  Magistrate,  and  it  must  therefore  be 
^Hetinct^  tmderstood  by  you  that  his  Excellency  altogether  denies  your  right  to  claim,  at 
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the  present  stage  of  the  prdeeedingB,  copies  of  the  documents  refbrred  to.  At  the  same 
time,  as  his  Excellency  could  entertain  no  objection,  so  far  as  he  is  Concerned,  to  give 
publicity  to  the  contents  of  the  papers  in  question,  and  as  it  i^ouM  be  a  somewhat  harth 
and  unusual  measure  to  refuse  to  persous  accused  of  crime,  materials  which,  with  however 
little  reason,  they  may  consider  as  essential  to  their  defence,  his  Excellency  was  of  opinion 
that  on  the  whole  it  would  not  be  improper  for  him  to  comply  with  your  wishes.  Previously 
to  doing  so,  however,  he  thought  it  right  to  inquire  whether  any  objection  to  this  couise 
would  be  made  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  in  order  that,  should  such  objeo- 
tions  exist,  he  might  weigh  their  force  and  validity  before  arriving  ai  a  final  decision.  The 
Answer  of  the  United  States'  Consul  at  St.  John  to  this  interrogation  was  received 
yesterday,  and  his  Excellency  now  directs  me  to  transmit  to  you  certified  copi^  of  the 
papers  for  which  you  have  applied. 

In  doing  so  I  am  again  instructed  to  repeat  that  his  Excellency  cannot  admit  of  any 
doubt  being  cast  upon  his  discretionary  power  to  grant  or  to  withhold,  as  he  nmy  deem 
proper,  documents  of  the  character  now  under  consideration,  nor  allow  to  pass  unquestioned 
a  claim,  the  admission  of  which  might,  in  his  opinion,  be  firaught  With  inconvenience  attd 
possible  danger  to  the  public  interests. 

I  ha^e,  &c. 
(Signed)  S.  L.  TILLEY. 

No.  19. 
The  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  lAeutenarit^Govem&r  Ghordon* 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  February  17,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  your  despatch  of  the  18th  of  January  last,  I  have  the  honour 
to  acquaint  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  consider  that  you  exercised  a  wise 
discretion  in  allowing  the  accused  persons  in  the  case  of  the  steamer  ^'  Chessqpeake"  copies 
of  the  requisition  and  warrant  to  which  you  refer. 

I  have,  &c. 
<Signed)  NEWCASTLE. 

•  f  -I-  - 

No.  20. 
Mcyor^General  Doyle  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. — {Received  ^February  1,  1864.) 

My  Lord  Duke,  Government  House,  Halifax,  Nova  Scofia^  January  21,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  on  Monday  the  1 1th  imtant  an  examination 
was  held  before  his  worship  the  Mayor  of  this  city,  into  the  charges  against  Drs.  Almon 
and  Smith  and  Mr.  Keith,  who  were  accused  of  having  |)revented  the  arrest  of  Wad0  by 
the  police  authorities,  after  his  tradition  by  an  American  man-of-war. 

As  many  misrepresentations  on  this  subject  have  appeared  in  portions  of  the  American 
Press,  which  are  calculated,  if  uncontradicted,  to  produce  some  bad  feeling  towards  this 
province  on  the  part  of  the  American  public,  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  direct  the 
Attorney-General  to  attend  and  watch  the  proceedings  of  this  examination,  and  also  caused 
a  reliable  shorthand  writer  to  be  present  by  whom  the  evidence  of  the  different  witnesses 
on  that  occasion  was  carefully  reported. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  Rept)rt  of  the 
Attorney-General,  and  also  copies  of  the  Phonographic  Report  of  Mr.  Bouiiaot,  the 
shorthand  writer  above  referred  to. 

fgl*  T  hate  lost  no  time  in  transmitting  these  Reports  to  Lord  Lyons,  and  betewith  inclose 
to  your  Grace  a  cbpy  of  the  covering  despatch  which  I  addressed  to  bis  Lordship  on  thit 
occasion. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HASTINGS  DOYLEL 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  20. 

Afr.  Johnston  to  Major-Oenerat  Doyle. 

I9ir,  Halifax^  January  13,  1864. 

HAVING:,  attended  ihrbiigbout  the  exatninalion  of  the  witnesses  to  the  {Wlrt-cif  the 
Crown  against  Drs.  Almon  and  Smith,  and  Mr.  Keith,  charged  with  having  obstructed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


61 

the  execution  of  a  warrant  issued  by  the  Mayor  against  George  Wade  and  others,  under 
tke  £xtraditi(m  Treaty  with  the  United  States  and  the  Act  of  Parliament  fox^  carryiiig  it 
ipto  efibet,  1  am  enaUed  to  comply  with  the  desire  your  Honour  conveyed  to  me  to  furxxish 
yon  with  a  summary  of  the  result  of  the  evidence. 

The  examinations  occupied  from  12  until  half-past  7  o'clockr  The  witnesses 
examined  for  the  prosecution  were  the  City  Marshal  and  three  policemen ;  the  Sheriff  of  the 
County;  Lieutenant  Reyne,  of  the  16th  Regiment ;  and  Myers  Grey,  Esq.,  a  barrister  of 
this  city.  The  witnesses  were  examined  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  the  proceedings  in 
that  respect  teing  ex  parte.  The  general  result  of  the  testimony  was  more  certain  and 
dear  as  to  th^  leading  facts  than  usual  in  cases  of  such  a  nature,  and  concerning  these,  as 
fw  this  examination  exhibits  them,  there  cannot  reasonably  be  mistake  or  apprehension. 

Your  order  that  no  large  or  indiscriminate  crowd  should  be  admitted  within  the  gates 
of  the  Queen's  Wharf  on  the  occasion  in  question  was  strictly  carried  out  by  Lieutenant 
Eeyne,  the  officer  in  drmrge  of  the  guard ;  and  the  perspicuity  of  this  officer's  testimony 
mftde  it  manifest  that  he  had  been  a  careful  observer  of  aU  that  passed. 

With  the  exception  of  the  acting  policeman,  whose  natural  excitement  on  suoh  an 
oceasion  may  account  for  some  exaggerations,  the  witnesses  variously  stated  about  thirty, 
forty,  and  fifty,  as  forming  the  whole  number  assembled,  including  persons  in  the  Cononus^ 
sariat  enqployment  and  in  other  public  services. 

Of  this  assemblage,  there  appears  to  have  been  probably  about  eighteen  on  the  dip 
when  the  men  wei'e  landed,  and  it  was  here  that  the  transactions  took  place.  The  rest 
seem  to  have  been  dispersed  about  the  wharf  and  open  space  at  its  head,  which  together 
form  an  area,  as  you  are  aware,  of  no  inconsidarable  extent. 

On  the  slip  were  the  United  States'  naval  officer,  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Halifax,  your  aide-de-camp  Captain  Clerke,  the  Provincial  Secretary,  the  Acting  American 
Consul,  Lieutenant  Reyne,  and  some  other  officials,  together  with  three  or  four  policemen^ 
ao  that  the  number  of  unofficial  civilians  on  this  spot  was  very  trifling. 

The  three  men  to  be  given  np  were  landed  in  irons.  This  was  a  cause  c^  just  offence 
to  the  public ;  it  was  an  unnecessary  continuanoe  and  exhibiliiHi  of  the  force  which  the 
reoQfdition  c^  the  men  acknowledged  to  have  been  illegal ;  and  to  the  men,  especially  to  the 
two  citizano  against  whom  no  complaint  existed,  and  who  had  suffered  already  over  two 
duys  of  r%oro«is  oonfinement  in  irons,  it  was  a  needless  prolongation  of  the  wrong  and 
indignity  imder  which  they  had  suffered. 

Tins  circumstance  had  excited  a  good  deal  of  indignation  in  the  city  when  it  oame 
to  be  known,  but  the  evidence  did  not  show  that  in  the  first  instance,  among  the  by-> 
standera  on  the  occasion,  any  ebullition  of  feeling  from  this  or  any  other  cause  was  made 
apparent. 

The  Sheriff,  before  he  accepted  the  transfer  of  the  men,  required  the  removal  ct  the 
bandooffs;  these  were  taken  off  by  the  American  officer  on  the  slip.  Wade  was  the  fint 
relea^d^  and  remained  standing  beside  his  fellow-prisoners  while  thdr  irons  were  being 
taken  oS.    The  Sheriff  then  informed  the  three  men  that  they  were  free. 

About  this  time  a  boat  with  two  men  was  proceeding  from  the  dock  of  the  fishmarket, 
the  next  a^oining  to  the  North  Dock  of  the  Queen's  Wharf,  rowing,  as  was  stated  by  some 
of  the  witnesses,  and  not  contradicted  by  any,  towards  the  stream  in  the  direction  that 
would  lead  the  fisherman  homeward.  Dr.  Almon  stepped  to  the  edge  of  the  slip  and  hailed 
tUs  boat,  beckoning  to  the  men  to  come  in ;  they  did  not  hear  or  did  not  heed  the  first  call, 
but  in  compUance  with  a  second,  changed  their  course  and  pulled  into  the  slip,  when . 
Dr.  Almon  told  Wade,  who  still  stood  unmolested  on  the  slip,  to  get  into  the  boat ;  he  did 
so  without  aiay  obstruction  from  any  one,  and  the  fisherman  pushed  off.  The  boat  with 
Wade  and  the  two  fishermen  on  board  had  proceeded  a  short  distance  from  the  slip,  when 
the  policeman  Hutt,  to  whom  the  warrant  had  been  entrusted,  rushed  down  to  the  water's 
edge,  called  aloud  to  bring  back  the  boat  and  presented  a  pistol  towards  the  men  in  the 
boat,  threatening  to  fire  if  they  did  not  return.  He  said  he  used  the  Queen's  name  and 
intimated  that  he  held  a  warrant,  but  the  other  testimony  did  not  corroborate  this 
statement. 

li  is  not  clear  whether  or  not  Dr.  Almon  offered  any  obstruction,  passive  or  diifeet/ 
to  Hutt  us  he  rushed  down  the  slip.  It  seems  probable  that  he  then  called  to  the  boatmen 
to  push  on,  but  it  13  certain  that  when  the  pistol  was  presented  he  interfered.  Some  of  th0 
witneases  say  he  threw  up  the  constable's  hand  in  which  he  held  the  pistol,  others  that  hp, 
pnUed  it  down ;  a  struggle  however  immediately  followed,  in  which  Dr.  Almon  was  ia, 
a«kiial,  or  in  the  view  of  the  spectators  in  apparent,  danger  from  the  dh^ction  of  the  pistot 
ia  tlie  eoBStaUe-s  hand.  At  this  stc^e  Df.  Smith  interfered,  seized  the  policeman's  arm^ 
and  endeavofurod  to  wrest  thje  |»stol  from  him  or  avert  its  aim  from  I?r.  Almon,  m4 
Mr.  Kesth'a  interfereni^  followed  wiith  the  SMfte  object*  . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


62 

Meanwhile  the  fishermen  who  had  panned  and  backed  a  littte  at  the  poHoemaa't 
command  and  threat^  were  nrged  by  Dr.  Ahnon  to  prooeedj  which,  after  some  hesitatioQ, 
they  did  ;  and  before  the  other  poHcemen  conld  reach  them  they  had  ronnded  the  wh^, 
and  being  skilful  and  vigorous  oarsmen  were  quickly  hid  from  sight  b^  the  wharves  and 
vessels*  and  no  doubt  were  soon  beyond  the  city  limits  and  the  authority  of  the  Mayor's 
warrant  and  the  policemen's  authority. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  indicate  concert  between  the  fishermen  and 
Dr.  Almon,  and  nothing  to  raise  the  suspicion  of  concert  between  him  and  Dr.  Smith  or 
Mr.  Keith  or  any  other  of  the  bystanders.  Beyond  a  cheer  from  the  end  of  the  wharf  at  the 
boat  was  moving  past»  and  contradictory  cries  to  the  boat,  while  hesitating  near  the  slip- 
some  to  go  on  and  others  not  to  go  on— *there  was  no  interference,  except  by  the  three 
persons  accused,  and  of  two  of  them,  Dr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Keith,  taking  the  evidence  of 
most  reliable  witnesses,  thdr  interference  was  limited  to  the  rescuing  of  Dr.  Almon  from 
apparent  imminent  danger,  in  which  he  was  placed,  from  the  pistol  of  the  con8tiU>le.  Other 
questions  arose,  as  whether  the  Policeman  Hutt  could  be  known  by  any  distinguishing 
badges.  He  had  not  on  the  usual  hat  or  cap,  and  his  uniform  coat  was  concealed  by  an 
overcoat  buttoned  to  the  throat,  leaving  no  insignia  of  ofiice  apparent  beyond  a  buthm  or 
two  of  the  collar  in  front,  but  to  a  person  not  immediately  in  front  of  him,  or  at  Bay 
distance,  or  not  observing  closely,  he  would  not  have  been  recognised  as  a  constable. 
Again,  the  policeman  swore  he  held  the  warrant  in  his  left  hand  all  the  time,  but  no  other 
witness  testified  to  seeing  it,  and  that  was  easily  accounted  for,  because  he  showed  how  he 
held  it ;  that  is  to  say,  doubled,  and  with  his  hand  closed  over  it  These  might  have  been 
important  inquiries  as  regards  the  constable  had  any  man  in  the  boat  been  shot ;  as  r^aids 
Dr.  Almon,  they  webre  not  important,  as  he  knew  Hutt's  official  character,  and  had  seen 
the  warrant. 

The  delay  in  arresting  Wade  the  moment  he  was  released  was  accounted  for  by  the 
Sherifif^s  having  told  Hutt,  when  he  informed  him  he  had  a  warrant,  not  to  interfere  till  his 
(the  Sheriff's)  duty  had  been  completed,  and  to  give  a  little  interval.  On  the  whole  c^the 
evidence  it  seemed  that  the  policemen  were  secure  of  the  arrest,  as  Wade  should  come  up 
the  slip,  and  were  surprised  and  thrown  off  their  guard  by  his  retreat  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, and  as  far  as  could  be  discovered  from  the  evidence,  his  escape  resulted  from  means 
that  casually  offered  at  an  opportune  moment. 

Unquestionably  the  evidence  afforded  no  ground  for  reports  fireely  circulated  that 
implicated  the  citizens  at  large,  or  any  great  number  of  them,  in  the  prevention  of  Wade's 
arrest  at  the  time  in  question,  or  that  gave  to  the  transaction  the  character  of  a  general  or 
overpowering  riot. 

No  arrest  having  been  made  the  case  fell  short  of  one  of  rescue,  and  the  charge  is . 
confined  to  the  obstruction  of  a  police-officer  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  the  aiding  of 
one  accused  of  a  high  criminal  offence  to  escape  from  justice.  Dr.  Almon,  after  some 
extended  remarks,  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  relieved  the  parties  charged  with  him  from  any 
complicity  with  his  act.  Dr.  Smith  stated  that  he  went  to  the  wharf  purely  from  curiosity, 
and  had  only  interfered  when  he  believed  his  interference  necessary  to  avert  bloodshed. 
Mr.  Keith's  statement  was  to  similar  effect. 

They  are  under  recognizance  with  sureties  to  appear  at  the  Supreme  Court  at  its  next 
sitting  in  April,  and  the  witnesses  are  or  will  immediately  be  under  recognizances  to  appear 
to  give  evidence. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  W.  JOHNSTON. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  20. 
Major-General  Doyle  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Government  House ^  Halifax^  Nova  Scotia^  January  20,  1864. 

IN  consequence  of  the  gross  misrepresentations  which  have  appeared  in  some  of  the 
American  newspapers  relative  to  what  is  termed  by  them  *'  the  rescue  of  Wade  by  a 
Halifax  mob,**  and  which  appears  to  have  caused  so  much  bad  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
American  public  towards  this  Province,  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  desire  the  Attorney- 
General  to  attend  and  watch  the  proceedings  of  the  examination  which  took  place  a  few 
days  ago  in  the  Mayor's  Court,  relative  to  the  escape  of  Wade,  and  also  caused  a  reliable 
shorthand  writer  to  note  the  evidence  given  by  the  several  witnesses.  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  transmit  for  your  Lordship's  information  a  copy  of  the  report  which  has  reached 
me  from  the  Attorney^General;  and  also  copies  of  the  phonographic  report^  by  Mr.  J.  C. 
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Bonrinot,  the  shorthand  writer  above  referred  to,  by  both  of  which  documents  your 
Lordship  will  perceive  that  the  circumstances  detailed  in  the  Report  of  Lieutenant  Reyne, 
the  oflSoer  of  the  guard  at  Queen's  Wharf  on  the  occasion  of  the  escape  of  Wade,  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  with  my  journal  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  and  which  formed 
one  of  the  inclosures,  have  been  fully  substantiated,  and  it  has  been  clearly  proved 
throughout,  that  instead  of  Wade  having  been  rescued  by  a  mob  there  were  not  in  all 
forty  persons  on  the  Queen's  Wharf,  which  is  a  large  one,  the  civilians  among  them  all  of 
respectable  position. 

It  is  also  clearly  shown  that  no  rescue  ever  took  place,  although  there  is  no  doubt  the 
arrest  of  Wade  was  obstructed  by  Dr.  Almon,  Dr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Keith  ;  the  first-named 
having  called  a  boat  which  was  proceeding  in  the  stream,  into  which  Wade  jumped,  and  by 
which  means  he  escaped.  The  two  latter  gentlemen  appear  to  have  been  but  slightly  implicated, 
ai  they  do  not  seem  to  have  taken  any  part  in  the  matter  until  after  the  struggle  betweer^ 
Dr.  Almon  and  the  constable,  who  was  presenting  the  pistol  at  the  boat,  had  commenced. 
It  will  also  be  observed  that  not  a  shadow  of  evid^ice  proves  that  there  was  any  concert  or 
premeditation  to  obstruct  the  arrest  of  Wade. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  printed  evidence  will  show  that  Messrs.  Almon, 
Keith,  and  Smith,  have  entered  into  a  joint  bond  for  200/.  each,  with  two  securities  la 
100/.  each  for  their  appearance  at  the  Supreme  Court  in  April  next. 

This  examination  having  been  taken  on  oath  will,  I  trust,  prove  to  your  Lordship  and 
the  American  Government  how  grossly  the  real  facts  have  been  misrepresented  by  the 
generality  of  the  American  Press,  and  that  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  vindicate  the  law^ 
by  taking  the  necessary  steps  to  punish  the  alleged  offenders  of  it. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Sgned)  HASTINGS  DOYLEL 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  20. 

Supplement  to  the  ^'Halifax  Reporter*'  of  January  19,  1863. 

The  Wade  Case. 

Examination  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Almon ^  Dr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  A.  Keith,  Jan.,  charged  with' 
interfering  with  the  Police  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

[Phonographic  Report  hj  J.  G.  Bourinot] 

ON  Monday,  the  11th  of  January,  Dr.  Almon,  Dr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Alexander 
Keith,  Jun.,  appeared  before  the  Mayor  to  answer  the  charge  of  interfering  with  the  police- 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  on  the  19th  ultimo,  on  the  Queen's  Wharf  in  this  city. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor  presided.  Alderman  Roche,  being  the  police  magistrate  for 
the  week,  was  on  the  Bench.  The  Hon.  Attorney-General  was  also  present  ^o  oversee 
proceedings.     J.  W.  Ritchie,  Esq.,  Q.C.,  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  accused. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings,  his  Worship  stated  that  it  was  not  usual  to 
conduct  such  examinations  in  open  Court.  He  did  so  in  the  present  instance  because  he 
conceived  the  ends  of  justice  would  not  suffer;  but  he  wished  it  to  be  understood  that 
this  must  not  be  drawn  into  a  precedent  The  examination  of  witnesses  was  then  proceeded 
with. 

Evidence  of  Policeman  Hutt. 

Lewis  Hutt,  being  sworn,  testified  as  follows : — 

I  am  a  policeman  in  the  city  of  Halifax.  On  the  19th  of  December  last,  about  twenty 
minutes  to  I  o'clock,  I  had  a  warrant  placed  in  my  hands  for  the  apprehension  of  Geoi-ge 
Wade.  It  was  a  general  warrant,  and  comprised  some  fourteen  names.  I  saw  the  Sheriff 
of  the  County,  Mr.  Sawyer,  shortly  after  on  the  Queen's  Wharf,  and  I  told  him  that  I 
bad  a  warrant  to  arrest  Wade.  He  told  me  not  to  be  too  quick,  but  to  give  the  man  two 
or  three  minutes.  I  met  Dr.  Almon  before  Wade  was  released,  and  he  asked  me  what  I 
was  doing  there.  I  made  answer  that  I  wanted  to  arrest  Wade.  He  asked  me  if  I  had 
a  warrant,  and  I  replied  I  had.  He  inquired  whose  name  was  on  it,  and  wished  to  see  it. 
I  took  the  warrant  from  my  pocket,  and  showed  him  the  signature.  He  looked  at  it  an 
instant,  and  then  said,  "It  is  the  Mayor's  signature  ;  it  is  a  shame.''  Some  time  after 
this  the  man  Wade  came  ashore — the  exact  time  I  cannot  tell.  He  came  in  an  American 
boat  and  landed  on  the  sKp,  about  twenty  feet  from  the  capstan  of  the  wharf,  near  the 
water's  edge.  He  was  then  in  irons,  in  charge  of  the  officer  of  an  American  man-of-war. 
There  were  two  others,  also  in  irons,  in  the  same  boat.    All  three  were  landed  on  the 
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tfp^  and  I  walked  down  a  few  stepe  to  see  which  was  Wade,  for  I  did  not  know  him.  Hie 
j^  is  sixteen  or  fourteen  feet  wide,  and  will  hold  a  good  many  people.  I  walked  down 
nd  beard  the  Sheriff  call  out  the  name  of  '*  George  Wade.'*  I  then  stepped  back  a  few 
Hsdt  to  receive  the  man  when  he  was  released^  thinking  he  would  come  up  the  slip.  I 
'wished  to  let  him  come  up  a  few  steps  without  trying  to  arrest  him.  I  think  the  Sheriff 
htd  a  Kst  of  names  in  his  hand ;  his  object  in  calling  them  out  was  to  release  them ;  I 
don't,  however,  know  what  he  said  to  them.  I  then  heard  some  one  call  out,  **  What 
Bum  is  that  going  into  the  boat  V*  I  ran  down  the  slip,  and  got  through  the  crowd,  whidi 
ms  considerable,  as  far  as  the  water's  edge,  and  saw  Wade  in  a  boat  pulled  by 
GtUag^)^  and  Holland,  the  aquatic  champions.  I  had  the  warrant  at  this  time  in  my  left 
iMmd.  I  called  out  to  the  men  in  the  boat  to  come  back  in  the  Queen's  name.  I  called 
Gallagher  by  name.  I  was  dressed  as  I  am  now,  the  buttons  of  my  uniform  showiiw 
•bvve  my  overcoat  in  front.  When  I  iSrst  called  out  I  had  nothing  in  my  right  han<L 
IW  crowd  the  while  was  singing  out  for  the  boat  to  go  on.  I  put  the  warrant  in  my 
foeket,  unbuttoned  my  coat,  and  drew  a  revolver  which  I  had  in  a  belt  around  my  waist. 
Sometimes,  as  a  policeman,  I  wear  firearms. 

Alderman  Roche  observed — I  am  a  magistrate,  but  I  was  not  aware  that  the  police 

"^   go  armed. 

Witness  continued — ^The  revolver  which  I  drew  from  its  leather  case  was  loaded  with 
^wder  and  bullet.  J  am  sure  I  loaded  it  myself.  I  presented  it  at  the  boat.  I  told 
Gallagher  if  he  did  not  come  beck  I  would  fire  at  him.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  his 
\mmt  or  not  not,  but  he  was  pulling.  They  next  backed  the  boat  to  me  on  the  slip. 
Dr.  Almon  then  seized  hold  of  me  by  the  arm.  Mr.  Keith  also  took  hold  of  me  and  tried  to 
screw  the  pistol  out  of  my  hMid.  I  bent  downwards,  trying  to  wrest  the  pistol  from 
Dr.  Almon  and  Mr.  Keith,  and  when  I  rose  up  I  found  Dr.  Smith  had  also  hold  of  me. 
During  the  time  they  held  me  the  crowd  was  huzzaing.  It  was  not  then  my  intention 
to  fire.  During  the  whole  affair  my  overcoat  was  open,  and  they  must  have  known  that 
I  was  a  policeman.  Dr.  Almon  ijs  gentleman  enough  not  to  deny  that  he  knew  I  was. 
They  held  me  perhaps  five  minutes  altogether ;  I  cannot  tell  the  exact  time.  When  I 
succeeded  in  looking  up  I  could  not  see  the  boat.  It  had  managed  to  get  off.  I  then 
came  up  the  wharf  and  went  to  the  police  office. 

Cross-examination :  Dr.  Almon  then  examined  the  witness. 

Q.  Under  whose  directions  where  you  at  the  Queen's  wharf? — A.  Under  the 
Marshal's. 

Q.  You  had  no  conversation  whatever  with  the  Consul  (Mr.  Gnnnison)  on  the  wharf. 
— A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Was  it  Mr.  Gunnison  that  exclaimed,  "  That's  Wade  getting  into  the  boat  ?** — 
A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  to  refrain  from  arresting  him  when  released  ? — A.  The 
Sherift's  direction  to  me  were,  not  to  be  in  a  hurry,  but  to  give  Wade  two  or  three 
minutes.     That  will  account  for  the  man  getting  into  the  boat  before  I  tried  to  arrest  him. 

Mr.  Roche — Do  you  recognize  Mr.  Gunnison  as  an  American  Consul  ? — A.  I  believe 
he  was  acting  as  Consul. 

Mr.  Roche — I  understood  he  was  a  minister  of  a  congregation  in  Halifax. 

Dr.  Almon  continued — How  fer  was  the  boat  from  the  place  where  you  were  standing  ? 
— A.  About  a  boat's  length. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Wade  get  into  the  boat? — A.  I  was  standing  behind  the  crowd  and 
could  not  see  him. 

Q.  When  did  you  take  the  writ  out  of  your  pocket  ? — I  had  it  in  my  left  hand,  folded 
up,  all  the  time. 

Q.  Did  anybody  see  it  in  your  hand  ? — A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Did  you  say,  '^  Come  back  in  the  Queen's  name  V — A.  I  am  positive  I  did. 

Q.  What  would  you  say  if  twenty  or  thirty  persons  who  were  present  would  swear 
you  did  not  say  so  ? — A.  I  cannot  help  it. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  strangers  on  the  wharf?  A.  I  spoke  to  one  Southerner,  half 
dm  hour  before ;  one  Major  Summers.    I  cannot  say  if  there  were  any  others  there. 

Q»  On  your  going  down  on  the  wharf,  did  the  sentry,  not  knowing  you,  try  to  stop 
yoa? — A.  He  did;  my  coat  was  just  as  it  is  now.  He  did  not  know  I  was  a  constabte 
ijl  first.  I  turned  my  fit)nt  towards  him,  and  when  he  saw  my  buttons  and  number  he  1^ 
me  go  on.  The  sentry  was  along  the  sidewalk  a  piece  when  he  asked  me  to  stop.  He 
kNAed  at  me  an  instant,  and  then  said,  you  can  go  on. 

Q.  Were  you  in  fun  when  you  presented  the  pistol  ? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  I  spoilt  the  joke  then  ? — A.  That's  just  it. 

Q.  JWas  there  a  cap  on  the  pistol  ? — A.  I  don't  think  there  was. 
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Mr.  Ritchie  next  examined  the  witness : 

Q.  When  did  you  first  perceive  Mr.  Keith  and  Dr.  Smith  ? — A.  I  cannot  say.  I 
do  not  remember  seeing  them  before  the  scuflBe,  Dr.  Almon  first  seized  me,  and  almost 
inm>ediately  after,  Mr.  Keith  took  hold  of  me.  Some  time  after  this  scuffle  I  saw 
Dr.  Smith  ;  that  was  when  I  raised  my  head. 

Q.  Was  your  pistol  presented  in  a  dangerous  way? — A.  It  was  directed  towards 
tiie  boat. 

(On  being  further  pressed  as  to  this  point,  he  admitted  that  if  it  had  gone  off  it 
might  have  shot  any  one  of  the  men  in  the  boat.) 

Q.  Was  your  conduct  calculated  to  induce  the  belief  that  you  would  use  the  pistol? — 
A.  If  I  spoke  the  truth,  it  would  be  of  course  thought  that  I  would  fire.  I  iutendeC 
making  the  men  believe  I  would  do  so. 

Q.  The  same  idea,  I  presume,  would  be  conveyed  to  the  bystanders  on  the  wharf.— 
A.  Of  course. 

Q.  Could  you  have  told  which  of  the  three  men  would  have  been  killed  if  ,it  bad 
gone  off"? — A.  It  was  not  going  off. 

Q.  Suppose  it  had  gone  off  accidentally  ? — A.  But  it  was  not  going  off  accidentally. 

Mr.  Ritchie  repeated  the  question. 

A.  If  I  had  fired  it,  perhaps  I  would  have  killed  some  one,  and  perhaps  not- 

Mr.  Roche — You  are  a  ver)''  dangerous  man  to  have  a  pistol,  in  that  case. 

Mr.  Ritchie  continued — If  you  had  been  intending  to  fire,  you  would  not  have  been 
surprised  at  some  bystander  knocking  down  the  pistol  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Who  were  the  persons  in  the  boat  ? — A.  Wade,  Gallagher,  and  Holland. 

Q,  Were  you  aware  if  Gallagher  and  Holland  knew  you  had  a  warrant? — A.  I 
cannot  tell. 

Mr.  Roche — Wliom  did  your  pistol  cover  ? — A.  No  one,  that  I  know  of.  I  am  not 
in  the  habit  of  using  fire-arms  rashly.     It  was  a  Colt ;  it  was  not  self-cocked. 

Hon.  Attorney-  General  asked — What  number  of  persons  were  within  the  inclosuro  ? 
— A.  I  cannot  tell  the  exact  number ;  perhaps  a  hundred.  Some  were  on  the  slip,  and 
others  on  the  wharf. 

To  Mr.  Ritchie — I  was  never  stopped  before  on  going  down  to  the  wharf.  .  I  cannot 
say  if  there  was  any  special  order  on  that  day. 

•  To  Hon.  Attorney 'General — ^There  were  no  persons  outside  when  I  went  in. 
.    To  Dr.  Almon — I  cannot  say  if  Wade  had  any  trunk  with  him,  or  any  bundle  of 
clothes. 

Dr.  Almon — I  only  question  the  witness  on  this  point,  in  order  to  show  that  if  there 
was  a  robber  anywhere,  it  was  not  Wade. 

Witness,  at  the  request  of  the  Attorney-General,  here  described  the  mode  in  which 
he  held  the  warrant.     He  held  it  quite  closely  folded  in  his  hand. 

Examination^of  the  City  Marshal. 

James  Cotter^  City  Marshal,  was  sworn  and  examined  : — 

On  the  1 9th  December  I  had  a  warrant  placed  in  my  hands  for  the  arrest  of  Braine, 
Wade,  and  others  charged  with  murder  and  piracy.  I  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  Hutt,  a 
member  of  the  police  force,  with  verbal  instructions  to  be  on  the  Queen's  Wharf,  for  the 
purpose  of  arresting  Wade,  who  was  to  be  landed  on  that  day  at  1  o'clock.  The  Counsd 
for  the  American  Consul,  Mr.  Morse,  informed  me  that  it  would  be  about  I  o'clock,  and 
that  he  would  see  me  before  that  hour.  He  it  was  who  handed  me  the  warrant.  I  did 
not  see  Mr.  Morse  afterwards  as  he  had  promised.  The  first  message  I  got  was  from  Hutt 
to  send  a  policeman  down  to  the  wharf  to  help  him.  I  took  policeman  Hood  with  me  to 
the  wharf;  I  remained  there  a  short  time,  when  a  boat  fi-om  the  American  ship  came  and 
landed  three  prisoners  in  irons  on  the  slip.  I  saw  Hutt,  Hood,  and  Burke  (policemen), 
standing  close  to  where  the  prisoners  landed ;  also  several  gentlemen.  There  was  a  delay 
of  four  or  five  minutes  after  the  landing  referred  to.  I  left  the  slip  and  went  to  the  Americaii 
Consul  and  his  attorney,  who  were  standing  on  the  wharf.  After  conmiunicating  wittir 
them,  I  turned  round  and  recognized  one^  of  the  prisoners  in  the  boat.  I  asked 
Mr.  Gunnison  who  it  was,  and  he  replied  it  was  Wade.  I  then  ran  down  the  sHp.  A* 
number  of  gentlemen  were  standing  on  it,  close  to  the  water.  I  saw  Hutt  with  a  pistol: 
ia  his  hand,  calling  on  the  boat  to  return.  I  saw  that  the  people  in  the  boat  wereindinetf 
to  come  back,  and,  in  fact,  they  did  back  somewhat.  If  1  had  been  in  the  CommissarM* 
Boat,  moored  at  the  wharf;  I  could  have  got  into  the  fiat  in  which  Wade  was.  I  lift  the 
slip  and  went  on  the  wharf,  thinking  to  find  them  in  the  same  position  ;*  but  when  I  got  Wr 
tfie  Commissariat  boa^  they  were  out  of  my  reach.    I  called'  out  repeatedly  for  theiot  t» 
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come  back,  but  to  no  purpose.  A  number  of  voices  from  the  wharf  urged  them  to  go  oil 
I  called  upon  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  American  boat  to  bring  it  to  the  wharf;  but  my 
voice  was  drowned  by  otiiers  exclaiming,  "  No,  no  ;'^  and  the  American  did  not  come  to 
me,  but  went  away.  As  the  boat  left  the  wharf  with  Wade  in  it  the  crowd  cheered  them 
on.  The  pistol  was  given  by  myself  to  Hutt  on  the  previous  night  I  had  received 
intimation  that  a  number  of  the  men  chai^d  with  murder  and  piracy  had  taken  passage 
in  a  steamer  lying  at  Stevens*  Wharf,  and  F  had  reason  to  believe  they  were  armed  and 
would  resist  any  attempt  to  arrest  them.  Under  these  circumstances  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  arm  the  police.  The  warmnt  in  question  only  extended  to  the  precincts  of  the  city. 
I  had  no  means  to  pursue  the  men  in  the  boat,  which  was  pulled,  I  believe,  by  the  best 
oarsmen  on  these  shores. 

Cross-examination : — To  Dr.  J/mon— It  would  have  been  possible  for  me  to  have  taken 
the  warrant  away  from  Hutt  and  given  it  to  another,  or  to  have  served  it  myself.  I  saw  you 
speaking  to  Hutt,  then  leave  the  wharf,  and  return  a  few  minutes  after.  It  might  have 
been  possible  for  me  to  have  taken  the  warrant  away  from  Hutt  in  the  meantime ;  but  I 
did  not  do  so.    I  did  not  see  the  scuffle  on  the  slip. 

Dr.  Almon — Can  you  wonder  at  the  ci-owd  cheering  and  sympathising  with  the 
escape,  when  they  saw  that  two  native-born  Nova  Scotians — the  Henrys — ^free  men  the 
day  before,  were  brought  ashore  in  shackles,  having  been  taken  illegally  from  a  British 
vessel  in  British  waters,  and  confined  secretly  in  an  American  man-of-war  ? — A,  As  City 
Marshal  I  must  lay  aside  all  private  feelings. 

To  Mr.  Ritchie — ^The  men  in  question  came  ashore  in  custody  of  an  American  officer. 
I  cannot  say  who  took  oflF  their  manacles.  I  was  instructed  by  Mr.  Morse  to  arrest  Wade 
immediately  after  he  was  freed  by  the  Sheriff.  I  had  no  instructions  whatever  from 
anybody  else.  I  knew  immediately  after  Wade's  escape  that  the  Sheriff  had  told  Hutt  to 
give  him  (Wade)  a  few  moments'  respite.  Hutt  gave  that  as  the  reason  why  the  arrest 
was  not  made  immediately. 

Mr.  Roche --To  give  him  breathing-time  on  British  soil. 

To  Mr.  Ritchie — ^The  object  was,  I  presume,  to  bring  Wade  before  the  Mayor.  I 
•cannot  say  if  the  ultimate  object  was  to  send  him  to  the  States.  I  presume  it  was  the 
object  of  the  American  Consul  and  attorney  to  have  given  him  over  to  the  Americans,  if 
liable  under  the  Ashburton  Treaty.  Wade  was  in  the  exclusive  custody  of  the  American 
.officer  when  I  went  down  to  arrest  him.  I  saw  him  in  irons  after  I  received  the  warrant, 
and  before  it  was  attempted  to  execute  it.  I  confess  I  would  not  have  liked  to  have  taken 
him  with  his  shackles  on  ;  I  would  have  taken  them  off  before  marching  him  to  the  station. 
I  did  not  hear  the  Sheriff  say  that  he  was  free. 

Mr.  Ritchie — ^Now  let  me  ask  you,  as  a  Briton,  would  you  consider  it  any  crime  for 
persons  to  say  to  Wade  **  Go  on !"  after  he  had  had  his  shackles  struck  off,  and  he  had 
been  declared  free  by  the  highest  officer  in  the  county? — A.  I  cannot  answer  such 
questions,  for  in  answering  them  my  feelings  may  influence  my  judgment. 

Dr.  Almon — ^Did  you  get  any  assistance  from  the  American  Consul  when  the  constable 
Gardiner  was  murdered  on  board  an  American  vessel  ? — A.  No. 

Dr.  Almon — I  only  ask  this  to  show  that  American  officials,  in  some  cases,  are  not  so 
ttnxious  to  carry  out  the  ends  of  justice,  and  convict  murderers. 

To  Hon.  Attorney^General — I  do  not  think  there  was  anything  like  100  persons  on 
vjthe  wharf.     Perhaps  there  were  50.     Some  belonged  to  the  Commissariat  Department. 

Examination  of  Policeman  Hood. 

W.  Hood,  policeman,  was  sworn  and  examined  : — 

On  the  i9th  ultimo  I  was  ordered  by  the  City  Marshal  to  go  the  Queen's  Wharf  to 
^assist  Hutt  in  the  arrest  of  one  Wade.  I  went  to  the  wharf,  and  after  I  had  been  there 
about  fifteen  minutes  I  saw  a  boat  with  the  prisoner  in  it  come  to  the  wharf.  The  officer 
of  the  boat  spoke  to  the  Sheriff,  and  then  three  men,  including  Wade,  were  brought  on  to 
the  slip.  The  Sheriff  afterwards  read  a  paper  to  them,  and  told  them  that  they  were  free, 
and  could  go  where  they  pleased.  I  saw  Dr.  Almon  wave  his  hand  to  a  flat  that  was  lying 
in  the  dock,  and  I  heard  him  tell  Wade  to  get  into  it.  There  was  some  noise^  and  I  saw 
^Hutt  run  down  the  slip  and  call  upon  the  boat  to  come  back.  He  did  not  name  any 
gierson,  but  simply  said,  ''Bring  back  that  boat !"  They  did  so  for  a  short  distance,  and 
Dr.  Almon  called  out,  ** Shove  off,  shove  off!"  He  also  told  the  American  boat  alongside 
not  to  interfere.  Hutt  called  to  the  boat  again,  and  drew  his  pistol.  Dr.  Almon  thereupon 
seized  hold  of  him  from  behind,  knocking  down  tiie  arm  holding  the  pistol,  and  confining 
both  arms  to  the  side.  (Witness  here  exemplified  the  process  on  a  gentleman  standing 
alongside.)  A.  Keith,  Jun.,  then  came  and  seized  me  by  the  right  arm^  to  prevent  me  aiding 
Hutt.  Dr.  Smith  also  came  up  and  interfered.    By  this  time  the  boat  got  off  amid  the  dies 
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of  the  crowd.  I  was  in  the  act  of  wrestling  with  Dr.  Almoa  when  Keith  came  up  and  seized 
me.  Keith  might  have  had  hold  of  Hutt  at  the  same  time.  The  number  of  people 
on  the  slip  prevented  Wade  being  arrested.  All  were  apparently  under  the  control  of 
Dr.  Almon. 

Mr.  Roche — ^Do  you  believe  that  Dr.  Almon  can  exercise  such  wonderful  control  over 
the  citizens  of  Halifax  ?     I  don't. 

Cross-examination  : — To  Mr.  Ritchie — Dr.  Almon  appeared  to  be  the  chief  among 
the  crowd.  I  did  not  see  him  interfere  until  the  pistol  was  presented  at  the  boat. 
The  Sheriff  said  the  men  were  at  liberty  to  go  where  they  pleased. 

Q.  If  the  Sheriff  told  them  to  go  where  they  pleased,  was  not  that  tantamount  to  a 
permission  to  go  into  the  boat  ? — A.  (After  hesitation)  I  suppose  so  ;  they  were  told  to 
go  where  they  liked. 

Cross-examination  continued — Dr.  Almon,  after  the  scuffle,  only  interfered  by  calling 
to  the  boat  to  go  on.  All  the  men  on  the  slip  appeared  to  be  under  Dr.  Almon's  control. 
My  reasons  for  stating  so  are  his  action  in  calling  for  the  boat  and  his  interference  with 
the  policemen.  I  have  no  other  reasons  for  believing  that  he  was  at  the  head  of  the 
crowd.  Wade  was  taken  prisoner,  I  believe,  from  on  board  the  "  Chesapeake,"  in  Sambro 
Harbour,  by  a  Federal  man-of-war.  Sambro  is  not  in  the  United  States,  but  in  Nova 
Scotia. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  the  warrant  under  which  he  was  arrested  at  Sambro  was  similar  to 
that  held  by  Hutt,  namely,  a  pistol  ? — A.  1  cannot  say. 

To  Dr.  Almon — I  cannot  say  whether  you  know  Wade  from  the  Henrys.  The  whole 
of  the  men  were  released  at  once.  I  do  not  know  them  apart.  You  might  have  thought 
it  was  one  of  the  Henrys  in  the  boat. 

Examination  of  Policeman  Burke. 

James  Burke,  policeman,  was  sworn  and  examined  : 

On  the  1 9th  ultimo  I  went  to  the  Queen's  Wharf,  where  I  saw  Hutt ;  I  asked  him  what 
was  the  matter,  and  he  replied  *that  some  prisoners  were  expected  on  shore  from  a  vessel 
then  lying  in  the  stream.  I  waited  until  the  arrival  of  the  boat  that  contained  them.  The 
American  officer  in  charge  came  on  shore  and  spoke  to  the  High  Sheriff.  The  former  then 
returned  to  the  boat,  and  told  the  prisoners  to  come  on  the  slip.  They  did  so ;  and  the 
Sheriff  read  a  paper  he  held,  and  asked  each  of  the  prisoners  his  name.  I  then  saw  the 
American  officer  take  off  the  shackles  from  each.  I  heard  the  Sheriff  next  say  that  they 
were  free,  or  words  to  that  effect.  I  next  saw  Dr.  Almon  shake  hands  with  one  of  the 
men, — I  don't  know  his  name, — and  whisper  to  Wade.  Dr.  Almon  next  beckoned  to  a 
boat  that  was  apparently  leaving  the  dock.  The  boat  came  alongside  the  slip,  and  the 
Doctor  told  Wade  to  get  in,  which  he  did.  He  also  told  them  to  move  off,  which  was 
done.  The  next  thing  I  saw  was  Hutt  run  down  the  slip,  draw  a  revolver  from  his  pocket 
and  present  it  at  the  boat,  or  parties  in  it,  calling  out,  at  the  same  time,  for  them  to  bring 
it  back.  I  don't  recollect  his  exact  words,  but  I  think  he  said,  *'  Bring  back  that  boat !" 
f  then  saw  Dr.  Almon  rush  down  and  put  his  arms  around  Hutt's  body  ;  he  said  some- 
thing to  Hutt,  but  what  it  was  1  cannot  tell.  Whilst  the  Doctor  had  hold  of  Hutt,  the 
men  in  the  boat  backed  a  short  distance  towards  the  slip,  and  then  were  desired  to  move 
on,  which  they  did.  I  next  saw  Dr.  Smith  in  the  scuffle  with  Dr.  Almon,  Hutt,  and 
Hood;  I  also  saw  Keith  on  the  slip,  but  not  in  the  scuffle.  I  then  went  on  the  wharf 
with  the  intention  of  jumping  into  the  schooner  alongside,  and  thence  into  the  boat  holding 
Wade ;  but  the  latter  was  too  far  off  and  I  could  do  nothing.  I  saw  it  then  pass  the  head 
of  the  Queen's  Wharf.  Wade  laid  down  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat  a  pair  of  extra  boots  he 
held  in  his  hand  and  took  up  a  couple  of  spare  oars  and  helped  the  others  in  the  escape. 
There  were  three  pairs  of  paddles  in  all.  I  heard  a  great  noise  arising  from  people  calling 
out,  *'  Go  on,  go  on  !"  Then  I  left  the  wharf,  and  coming  outside  saw  a  considerable 
crowd  on  Lower  Water-street  gathered  around  Dr.  Almon  and  Hutt. 

Cross-Examination : — Dr.  Almon — I  have  stated  everything  as  far  as  my  memory 
serves  me.  I  am  positive  there  were  three  pairs  of  paddles  in  the  boat  that  took  off  Wade. 
I  am  as  confident  of  that  as  of  any  other  statement  that  I  have  made. 

Examination  of  the  High  Sheriff. 

J.  J.  Sawyer^  High  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Halifax,  was  next  sworn  and  examined : 
On  the  19th  ultimo  I  received  from  the  Government  a  commissiom  to  receive  fromt 
Captain  Cleary,  of  the  United  States*  Navy,  three  men  who  were  ])risoners  on  board  an 
American  vessel  of  war,  and  said  to  be  British  subjects.     I  also  received  lettei^  of  instruc- 
tion, naming  the  hour  and  place  of  landing,  and  desiring  me,  as  soon  as  I  had  received  the 
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msBy  to  notify  them  that  they  were  free.  On  that  day  about  1  o'clock,  I  went  to  tho 
Queen's  Wharf,  and  whilst  waiting  there  for  the  boat  to  arrive,  Hutt  came  up  and  asked  me 
if  I  thought  it  would  come,  it  being  then  past  the  hour  named.  I  replied  in  the  affirmative, 
and  then  he  said.  After  you  have  done  with  them  I  have  a  warrant  to  arrest  one.  I  observed 
that  he  had  better  not  do  anything  until  I  had  done  with  them,— that  he  had  better  wait  a 
few  minutes.  A  short  time  after  that  the  boat  came  to  the  slip,  and  an  officer  stepped 
ashore  and  spoke  to  the  Deputy  Consul,  Rev.  Mr.  Gunnison.  I  then  made  known  to  the 
officer  that  I  was  the  person  appointed  to  receive  the  prisoners.  He  thereupon 
directed  the  men  to  step  on  the  slip.  They  were  in  irons.  I  asked  to  have  them  removed, 
which  was  done.  I  asked  each  man  his  name,  and  compared  it  with  those  on  the  document 
I  held.  I  then  said  to  them,  *' You  are  at  liberty  to  go  where  you  please,*'  or  words  to 
that  effect.  Whilst  the  officers  were  in  the  act  of  striking  off  the  irona^  I  discovered  a  flat 
coming  from  the  fish-market  slip  over  to  that  of  the  Queen's  Wharf.  Immediately  on  the 
men  being  released  I  observed  some  commotion  among  the  people  on  the  slip ;  some 
persons  were  in  the  act  of  urging  one  of  the  men  to  get  into  the  boat  referred  to.  At 
that  moment  Hutt  came  runniDg  down  the  slip,  and  a  noise  rose  from  persons  calling  out, 
some  for  the  boat  to  go  on,  and  others  that  it  should  stop.  Hutt  then  rushed  as  far  as  he 
could  on  the  slip, — into  the  water,  I  think, — and  a  struggle  occurred  between  himself  and 
others  standing  by.  He  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand  at  the  time,  presented  at  the  boat^  and 
was  calling  out^  '^  Bring  back  that  boat."  The  persons  struggling  with  him  knocked  his 
hand  up  into  the  air,  as  it  seemed  to  me.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  noise  at  that  time  in 
consequence  of  persons  calling  out.     The  boat  then  pulled  out  and  I  soon  lost  sight  of  her. 

Cross- examination  : — To  Horu  Attorney''General — ^There  were  about  forty  persons  at 
first  on  the  wharf,  but  at  1  o'clock  several  went  away,  and  I  am  sure  there  were  not  more 
than  thirty  present  at  any  time  afterwards.  These  included  Comniissariat  officers  and 
other  employes.  I  understood  the  sentry  had  directions  not  to  allow  everybody  to  come 
into  the  yard.  It  was  very  low  water  at  the  time,  I  saw  nothing  to  lead  me  to  believe 
there  was  any  preconcerted  design  to  aid  the  prisoners. 

To  Mr.  Ritchie — 1  saw  the  pistol,  after  being  presented,  knocked  up.  The 
presentation  of  the  pistol  evidently  gave  rise  to  the  scuffle.  I  did  not  see  any  writ.  Hutt 
had  on  a  light  coat,  buttoned  up  close,  but  I  saw  his  number.  Any  one  behind  could  not 
tell  he  was  a  policeman.  I  imagined  the  scuffle  arose  from  a  desire  to  prevent  mischief 
arising  from  the  pistol. 

To  Dr.  Almon — There  could  not  have  been  more  than  two  pairs  of  paddles  in  the  boat 
in  question. 

To  Hon.  Attorney-General — Dr.  Almon,  Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Keith,  Mr.  Pilsburyi 
Mr.  Oxley,  the  Solicitor-General,  the  Provincial  Secretary,  and  others — about  a  dozen, 
perhaps,  in  all — were  on  the  slip. 

Tb  Dr.  Almon — ^The  crowd  on  the  slip  did  not  appear  under  the  direction  of  any  one. 

Examination  of  Lieutenant  Reyne. 

Lieutenant  Reyne^  l6th  Regiment,  was  next  sworn,  and  testified  :  I  was  in  charge  of 
the  main  guard  on  the  1 9th  December.  I  was  sent  for  by  the  Major-General  Commanding, 
who  told  me  there  would  be  three  persons  landed  that  day  from  an  American  man-crf-war 
that  I  was  not  to  interfere  with  them  in  any  way.  At  the  same  time  he  gave  me  writtett 
instructions,  that  I  was  not  to  allow  any  person  to  come  on  the  Queen's  Wharf  unless  he  was 
respectably  dressed,  that  I  was  to  take  care  that  the  High  Sheriff,  American  Vice-Consul, 
City  authorities,  and  persons  holding  warrants  got  in.  About  half-past  one,  an  American 
man-of-war  boat  came  alongside  the  slip,  in  which  were  three  men  handcuffed.  A 
conversation  ensued  between  the  officer  and  Vice-CbnsuL  The  High  Sheriff  next  said 
something  to  the  officer,  and  the  men  were  then  tokJ  to  come  ashore.  The  man  who 
escaped  was  the  first  liberated.  He  saw  the  other  two  liberated,  and,  during  all  this  time, 
no  attempt  was  made  to  apprehend  him.  Wade  then  walked  quietly  down  to  the  water's 
edge,  and  got  into  a  boat  which  was  going  firom  the  market  wharf  into  the  stream.  Who 
called  the  boat  to  the  north  slip  I  do  not  know.  When  the  boat  had  got  nine  or  ten  yards 
from  the  slip,  a  civilian  rushed  down  by  the  water ;  he  had  on  a  drab-coloured  coat,  and  a 
wide-awake  hat — it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  tell  he  was  a  poKceman.  When  he  got  dowfi 
to  the  water's  edge,  he  called  out,  "  Bring  back  that  boat ! "  At  the  same  time,  he  drew  a 
pistol  from  his  person,  and  pointed  it  at  the  men  in  the  boatj  when  a  civilian,  whom  I  did 
not  know  at  the  time,  threw  up  the  arm  holding  the  pistol.  A  slight  scuffle  immediately 
ensued.  The  pistol  was  then  pointed  in  the  face  of  the  person  who  was  interfering  with  the 
supposed  policeman — the  latter  holdmg  it  over  his  shoulder.  Then  Dr.  Smith  ran  dowa 
and  seized  the  right  arm  of  the  supposed  policeman ;  the  boatmen  were,  at  this  timt^ 
hesitating  whether  to  eome  back  or  go  on«    I  was  thea  told  by  CaptaiaClark,  Aide-de-€2aa|)^ 
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to  go  and  fetch  my  guard. dowiL  I  did  so,  but  found  it  was  not  wanted.  The  boat  was 
then  nowhere  to  be  seen, 

'"^**** Cross-examination :  Hon.  Aitomey^General — I  refused  to  let  in  a  good  many  persons 
upon  the  wharf^  not  more  than  thirty  civilians  were  present ;  about  fourteen  were  on  the 
slip ;  they  included  the  Sheriff,  Captain  Clark,  the  Solicitor-General,  Myers^  Gray,  &a 
No  disorderly  conduct  was  displayed.  There  was  no  appearance  of  a  preconcerted  design 
to  interfere  with  the  arrest.  The  boat  appeared  to  be  going  down  the  harbour  before  it 
was  called. 

To  Mr.  Ritchie — I  thought  the  person  who  interfered  with  the  supposed  policeman 
would  have  been  shot,  if  it  had  not  been  for  Dr.  Smith.  I  was  surprised  the  pistol  did  not 
go  off  during  the  scuffle.  I  saw  no  sign  of  a  warrant  in  Hutt's  possession ;  neither  did  I 
know  that  he  had  one. 

Examinati4m  of  W.  Myers  Oray. 

W*  Myers  Oray  was  sworn  and  testified : — I  was  on  the  Queen's  Wharf  on  the  19tk 
iastant.  I  saw  a  boat  come  to  the  slip,  having  on  board  three  m^ti  in  handcufis.  I  walked 
xsp  to  the  top  of  the  sUp  to  where  Mr.  Reyne  was  standing ;  as  also,  Hutt  and  another 
policeman.  The  officer  came  on  shore  and  was  met  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gunnison.  The 
Sheriff,  Dr.  Tupper,  and  Mr.  Henry  (Solicitor-General),  were  standing  below  me  on  the 
slip  at  the  time.  I  believe  Mr.  Gunnison  introduced  the  officer  to  the  Sheriff,  who 
produced  some  papers.  Several  persons  then  moved  down  the  slip  to  where  the  Sheriff 
was  standing,  and  Captain  Clark,  Aide-de-camp,  suggested  to  Mr.  Reyne  the  propriety  of 
telling  the  sentry  to  keep  the  people  back.  About  this  time,  the  prisoners  landed  on 
the  slip.  I  went  around  the  head  of  the  slip,  and  down  the  side  of  the  wharf,  as  I  could 
not  see  very  well  in  my  previous  position.  I  saw  the  handcuffs  taken  off,  and  heard  the 
Sheriff  tell  the  men,  "  You  are  free."  Itiere  was  a  boat,  about  this  time,  going  out 
towards  the  harbour  from  the  fish-^market  slip,  two  men  in  her.  I  heard  some  one  call 
out  as  the  officer  was  going  down  to  his  own  boat,  **  Look  here,  I  wish  to  speak  to  yon," 
and  the  American  officer  turned  round,  thinking,  as  I  did  too,  that  he  was  the  person 
addressed.  I  saw  a  gentleman  pass  the  officer  and  hail  the  boat  that  was  going  out.  It 
came  in,  then,  and  backed  up  to  the  slip.  The  person  just  referred  to  went  down  and 
spoke  to  the  men  in  it ;  the  American  boat  was  then  pushed  off,  and  whilst  watching  her, 
I  lost  what  immediately  transpired.  The  next  thing  I  saw  was  one  of  the  prisoners 
holding  a  pair  of  extra  boots  in  his  hand,  and  stepping  into  the  boat.  It  had  pushed  off, 
and  was  about  twenty  or  thirty  feet  from  the  slip,  when  I  saw  Hutt  running  down,  his 
left  hand  being  apparently  under  his  coat.  He  called  out,  ''Bring  back  that  boat."  I 
then  heard  some  one  say,  *'  Go  on,  my  man."  The  policeman  presented  a  pistol  at  the  boat, 
and  some  one  then  struck  up  his  arm.  He  immediately  threw  his  arm  over  his  shoulder, 
as  if  intending  to  fire  at  the  person  behind  him.  I  saw  another  person  come  down  and 
catch  hold  of  Hutt's  hand.  The  pistol  was  pointing  in  every  direction  during  the  struggle 
it  looked  very  nasty  in  my  own  face  at  one  time.  I  then  went  to  the  head  of  the  wharf, 
and  found  the  boat  was  going  down  the  harbour.  ^ 

Cross-examination :— Hon.  Attorney-General — I  don't  think  there  were  more  than 
thirty  or  forty  persons  on  the  wharf,  including  Commissariat  officers.  The  class  of  persons 
present  were  highly  respectable.  There  was  no  sign  whatever  of  disorderly  conduct.  The 
only  trouble  was  the  scuffle  arising  from  the  presentation  of  the  pistol.  1  do  not  think 
there  was  any  premeditated  design  to  prevent  the  arrest. 

Tb  Ifn  Ritchie — Tlie  boat  was  going  out  of  the  dock  when  she  was  hailed.  I  did 
not  know  there  was  any  warrant ;  Hutt  did  not  give  any  indication  that  he  had  one.  It 
was  impossible  to  tell,  from  looking  at  him,  that  he  was  a  policeman. 

Conclusion  of  Proceedings. 

In  reply  to  his  Worship,  the  Hon.  Attorney-General  said  he  had  no  further  evidence 
to  offer.  The  Mayor  then  asked  the  accused  if  they  had  any  statement  to  make, 
and  added  that  they  were  not  obliged  to  say  anything ;  that  whatever  they  did  say  would 
be  taken  down  in  writing,  and  might  be  used  Bgainsi  them  at  thek  tiiaL 

Mr.  Ritchie  asked  if  the  proceedings  were  to  be  conducted  to  a  termination  before 
bis  Worship.  The  Mayor  replied  that  he  was  not  now  trying  the  case.  This  was  an 
indictable  o&nce,  and  the  present  investigation  was  merely  preliminary.  Mr*  Ritchie 
contended  that  the  Mayor  had  full  authority  for  trying  the  case  finally* 

The  Mayor.'-^l  don't  consider  we  have  been  trying  the  case  at  all.  The  8QtniiK)OS  was 
issued  by  me  as  a  Justus  of  the  Peace^  not  as  a  Police  Magistmte,  joid  I  faaTe  be^n  con^ 
duGting  the  proceedings  in  accordance  with  tiie  Act  that  regulates  the  duty  of  Justioes  in 
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criminal  cases.     If  the  evidence  raises  a  probable  presmnption  of  guilty  then  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Justice  to  commit  the  party  to  jail,  or  to  take  bail. 

Mr.  Ritchie  protested  against  the  sending  the  case  up.  He  could  not  imagine  any 
offence  to  be  more  trivial  in  its  character  than  the  one  which  they  had  been  inquiring  into 
that  day.  He  contended  there  was  no  evidence  whatever  to  criminate  the  accused.  The 
&cts»  briefly  stated,  were  these :  Three  men,  two  of  them  at  least  British  subjects,  were 
brought  on  shore  in  manacles,  and  it  was  determined  not  to  receive  them  in  that  condition. 
They  were  accordingly  freed,  and  told  they  could  go  where  they  liked  by  the  first  officer  in 
the  county.  Under  these  circumstances  one  of  the  number  escaped  in  a  boat  that  happened 
to  be  passing  at  the  time.  No  riot  took  place ;  no  combined  attempt  to  rescue  the  man. 
Yet,  a  man  rushes  down  after  the  permission  of  the  Sheriff,  and  says,  *^  Bring  back  that 
boat,  or  I  will 'shoot  you.*'  No  sort  of  distinction  was  made  between  Wade  and  the  other 
men  in  the  boat ;  any  one  of  them  might  have  been  shot  down.  What  citizen  could  do 
otherwise,  in  such  circumstances,  than  interfere  ?  What  jury,  after  such  evidence,  could 
convict  these  gentlemen  ?  The  Court  could  not,  he  was  sui*e  do  so,  unless  there  was  a  desire 
to  favour  certain  quarters.  Why  was  it  that  this  case  was  to  be  tried  differently  from 
many  others  that  came  up  frequeutly  ?  If  any  one  of  the  audience  present  had  been  on 
the  Queen's  Wharf  on  the  day  in  question,  and  not  acted  as  did  Dr.  Almon,  he  would  have 
been  wanting  in  his  duties  as  a  citizen.  As  regards  Mr.  Keith,  there  was  hardly  a  shadow 
of  evidence  against  him.  One  man  said  "  he  took  hold  of  me,"  and  another,  ''  he  took 
hold  of  me,"  and  it  was  obvious  he  could  not  have  taken  hold  of  both.  Again^ 
Dr.  Smith's  name  was  hardly  mentioned  at  all  in  the  affair.  He  repeated  his  beliei,  in 
conclusion,  that  if  such  a  trumpery  case  were  sent  to  the  Supreme  Court,  it  must  be 
because  there  was  a  desire  to  pay  certain  deference  to  some  quarter  or  other. 

Mr.  Roche  said  he  thought  the  Court  had  full  jurisdiction  over  the  matter.  It  was  a 
transaction  that  occurred  on  that  portion  of  Nova  Scotia  where  the  Magistrates  of  Halifax 
had  full  jurisdiction.  It  was  a  transaction  between  a  policeman  and  a  citizen  who,  from  a 
motive  of  humanity,  prevented  the  loss  of  life.  If  he  had  been  on  the  wharf  he  would  have 
acted  just  as  did  Dr.  Almon. 

The  Mayor  said :  This  is  not  an  ordinary  case.  Let  me  however  first  observe,  I  am  not 
acting  with  reference  to  any  foreign  Power  or  any  one  else.  I  am  discharging  my  duty 
fearlessly  as  a  magistrate.  If  instead  of  bringing  these  parties  under  the  police  authority 
and  trying  the  case  in  a  summary  manner  before  the  Police  Court,  I  see  fit  to  transfer  the 
case  to  another  tribunal,  I  do  not  think  I  am  acting  unjustly.  I  am  doing  that  which  I 
consider  myself  bound  to  do.  By  so  doing  I  am  not  prejudging  the  case.  The  accused 
will  go  before  a  just  tribunal.  They  have  the  grand  jury,  and  then  the  petit  jury.  For  all 
I  know  the  Crown  officers  may  not  see  fit  to  send  it  up  to  them.  I  think  it  is  unfair  to 
say  that  I  am  acting  from  extraneous  motives.  Men  are  allowed  to  have  their  own 
sympathies ;  but  I  would  think  myself  unworthy  to  sit  here  if  I  allowed  myself  to  be 
influenced  by  them.  It  is  absurd  to  say  there  is  no  case  against  these  gentlemen.  It  has 
been  sworn  most  positively  that  Dr.  Almon  did  know  beforehand  j;hat  Hutt  had  a  warrant, 
for  he  looked  at  it  and  said,  "  It  is  a  shame. **  Therefore  it  cannot  be  pretended  that 
Dr.  Almon  did  not  know  he  was  interfering  with  the  police  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 
It  was  not  against  any  foreign  Government,  but  against  his  own,  that  he  was  acting.  The 
writ  was  issued  by  me  under  the  requisition  of  the  gentlemen  holding  the  position  of  the 
representative  of  Her  Majesty  in  this  province.  To  say  that  this  was  an  ordinary  case  is 
absurd.  It  becomes  us,  having  regard  to  the  dignity  and  justice  of  the  administration  of 
the  law  in  our  own  country,  not  to  treat  it  as  a  trivial  matter,  but  as  one  of  importance. 
As  regards  Dr.  Smith,  it  cannot  be  denied  he  was  aiding  and  abetting  Dr.  Almon.  Nor 
is  it  possible  for  me  not  to  associate  Mr.  Keith  with  the  other  two  gentlemen.  There- 
fore, under  the  sworn  evidence  adduced  here^  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  make  any  distinc- 
tion whatever  between  them. 

Mr.  Ritchie — If  your  Worship  cannot  make  any  distinction  between  them,  1  do  not 
think  it  is  worth  while  to  say  anything.  [  would  not  lecommend  them  to  say  a  word 
to-day. 

Mr.  Roche — I  am  not  influenced  in  the  slightest  degree  by  the  oration  of  the  Mayor. 
I  draw  my  own  conclusions  from  the  evidence ;  I  will  not  be  a  jackal  to  a  lion  anywhere 
dse. 

ffon.  Attorney*  Creneral  said — I  think  the  Mayor  has  the  authority  to  proceed  in  the 
way  he  indicates.  The  law  is  open  to  a  more  summary  mode,  and  the  offence  can  be 
dealt  with  as  a  police  offence.  It  is  entirely  discretionary  with  the  Mayor,  as  a  police 
magistrate,  or  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  to  pursue  the  one  course  or  the  other ;  but  I 
cannot  help  feeling  the  force  of  the  arguments  that  his  Worship  has  adduced  with  r^;ard 
to  the  relations  of  this  transaction,  and  the  peculiarities  which  must  distinguish  it  from  a 
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mere  matter  of  discord  between  our  own  citizens.  Therefore  I  feel  the  Mayor  is  quite 
justified  in  exercising  his  own  judgment  as  to  the  proper  course  to  pursue  n  the  case 
before  us. 

Though  there  is  not  one  of  us  that  would  be  willing  to  surrender  one  jot  of  our 
Provincial  dignity  at  the  dictation  of  any  persons  or  any  communities  or  States,  however 
important^  yet  at  the  same  time  we  must  feel  that  just  now  there  are  delicate  relations 
subsisting  between  nations.  We  should  not  fail  to  respect  the  delicacy  of  those  relations 
in  which  the  parent  State  may  be  involved ;  and  therefore  we  should  look  beyond  the 
mere  individual  considerations  that  would  be  presented  were  the  transaction  merely  local 
in  its  complexion. 

The  Mayor  then  stated  that  the  evidence  raising  at  the  least  ''  a  probable  presump- 
tion "  of  guilt,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Statute,  and  the  present  proceeding  being  merely 
a  preliminary  investigation,  it  was  his  duty  to  call  upon  the  parties  to  give  bail  to  answer 
the  charge  against  them  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Br.  Almon  addressed  the  Court  for  a  few  minutes.  He  thought  after  the  feelings 
manifested  by  his  Worship  that  it  would  be  as  well  not  to  have  the  case  tried  before  him. 
He  then  went  on  to*  explain  how  he  had  become  mixed  up  in  the  affair.  The  night  the 
**  Chesapeake ''  was  brought  into  this  port  he  was  informed  that  an  American  officer,  with 
a  boat's  crew,  had  gone  on  board  a  British  vessel  lying  in  Sambro  harbour  and  taken  out 
and  handcuffed  a  sick  man.  He  was  told  that  the  man's  name  was  Locke,  a  Nova  Scotian — 
a  mistake  as  to  the  name,  he  afterwards  found — and  that  he  was  then  a  prisoner  on  board 
the  American  gun-boat.  He  was  determined  that  no  Nova-Scotian  should  be  kept  a 
prisoner  in  British  waters  in  a  Yankee  man-of-war.  He  therefore  went  to  the  Attorney- 
General,  who  said  he  would  have  the  manbrought  out  if  it  were  shown  he  was  actually  on  board 
under  the  circumstances  stated.  This  occurred  at  11  o'clock  at  night.  In  the  morning 
he  went  to  another  gentleman,  and  it  was  decided  to  pat  the  whole  affair  in  Mr.  Ritchie's 
hands.  Mr.  Ritchie  found  out  there  were  two  other  Nova-Scotians  beside  the  other, 
prisoners  on  board.  The  proper  measures  were  taken  to  make  this  known  to  his  Honour 
the  Administrator,  and  the  Government  demanded  that  the  men  should  be  given  up.  The 
American  captain  remained  two  hours  without  acknowledging  the  letter  on  the  subject, 
and  wrote,  saying  that  he  had  three  men  on  boards  inducing  the  belief  that  he  had  never 
received  (he  letter  in  question.  He  (Dr.  Almon)  heard  that  thes6  men  were  to  be  delivered 
up  the  next  day,  and  that  one  of  them  was  to  be  taken  prisoner  immediately  afterwards. 
Perhaps  the  Mayor  would  have  had  to  send  him  to  a  land  where  law  is  a  mockery,  and 
justice  is  denied  ;  where  judges  have  been  imprisoned  for  giving  a  decision  different  to  that 
of  the  man  who  sits  on  t|ie  throne  of  Washington ;  where  that  safeguard  of  civil  liberty, 
the  habeas  corpus,  is  no  longer  In  force. 

Dr.  Almon  then  went  on  to  call  Mr.  Roche's  attention  to  a  matter  in  which  the  city 
authorities  were  interested.  He  asked  why  it  was  the  city  police  have  been  engaged  in 
hounding  Braine  and  his  associates  aboujt  the  country.  The  true  reason  was,  the  evidence 
of  these  men  was  known  to  be  material  in  the  case  of  the  ''  Chesapeake,"  when  it  came  to 
be  adjudicated  upon,  and  it  was  therefore  found  advisable  to  drive  them  out  of  the 
province.  He  then  went  on  to  say  that  improper  use  had  been  made  of  the  telegraph  line 
during  the  time  of  the  "  Chesapeake  "  excitement.  He  had  on  several  occasions  of  emergency 
sought  to  get  a  message  sent  over  the  wires  on  a  Sunday,  even  concerning  cases  of  life  or 
death,  but  he  had  been  invariably  refused.  But  while  the  *'  Chesapeake  "^  was  on  the 
coast  the  wires  were  actively  employed  on  the  Sabbath,  transmitting  information  along  our 
own  coasts  and  to  Washington  respecting  her  movements.  No  one,  however,  could  be 
surprised  at  this,  when  it  was  recollected  that  in  this  country  the  telegraph  was  under  the 
control  of  the  Americans. 

It  seemed  that  the  revolver  was  rapidly  becoming  the  favourite  writ  in  this  country. 
It  was  used  at  Sambro  ;  at  Liverpool  or  Bridgewater— he  forgot  which— the  only  writ  used 
in  the  attempt  to  arrest  Braine  was  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Gunnison,  and  a  revolver  in  the 
hands  of  Dr.  Davis,  the  American  Vice-Consul.  He  asked  whether  the  officer  who  boarded 
the  Britisb  vessel  at  Sambro,  and  stole  the  trunks  of  the  men  he  had  illegally  captured  and 
confined,  was  not  the  real  pu»te  and  robber*  In  conclusion,  Dr.  Almon  pleaded  ^'not 
guilty,  in  accordance  with  the  form  prescribed  by  the  law. 

Dr.  iimith  made  the  following  defence : — 

*'  I  went  down  to  the  wharf  from  motives  of  curiosity,  not  anticipating  what  was  to  take 
place.  I  did  not  interfere  until  after  the  scuffle  commenced,  and  then  only  to  prevent 
bloodshed.'* 

Mr.  A.  Keith's  dekiace  was  as  follows : — 

"  I  heard  that  two  men  were  to  be  released  at  the  Queen's  Wharf  on  the  19th,  from 
some  person  in  town*    I  Went  down  there  from  motives  of  curiosity,  and  did  not  interfere 
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until  the  scuffle  took  place.    I  did  not  interfere  with  the  policemen  then  to  prevent  him 

from  discharging  his  duty/' 

The  Court  then  adjourned  until  Wednesday  at  12  o'clock,  when  Messrs.  Almon, 
Smith,  and  Keith  entered  into  a  joint  bond  for  200/.  each,  with  two  securities  for,  lOOL  each, 
for  their  appearance  at  the  Supreme  Court  iii  .\^  1 11. 


No.  21. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  February  16.) 

(Extract.)  Washington,  February  1,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  further  papers  relative  to  the 
affair  of  the  **  Chesapeake.'' 

The  first  of  them  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Seward,  stating  the  impression  produced  by  the 
papers  which  (as  I  had  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship  in  my  despatch  of 
the  18th  ultimo)  I  placed  in  his  hands  on  the  16th  instant.  Your  Lordship  will  observe 
that  Mr.  Seward,  while  acknowledging  that  the  proceedings  of  Major-General  Doyle,  the 
Administrator  of  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia,  seem  to  have  been  conducted  in  good 
faith,  affirms  that  his  Excellency  ^*  ought  to  have  relinquished  to  the  Agents  of  this 
Government  the  stolen  vessel^  and  the  pirates  found  on  board  of  her,  subject  to  the  express 
engagement  of  this  Grovernment  to  answer  to  the  British  Grovemment  any  claim  that  it 
might  have,  either  upon  the  ship  or  the  men." 

Mr.  Seward  seems  to  forget  the  flagrant  violation  of  Her  Majesty*s  territorial 
jurisdiction  committed  by  the  United  States'  officers,  and  the  necessity  it  imposed  on 
the  Administrator  of  the  Government  to  be  more  than  usually  earful  to  make  it 
apparent  that  Her  Majesty*s  rights  had  been  vindicated.  It  may  be  observed,  also, 
that  there  were  no  persons  found  on  board  the  "  Chesapeake  "  to  whom  the  description 
of  ''pirates  '*  can  well  be  applied.  The  two  men  who  were  on  board,  and  who  were  seized 
and  put  in  irons  by  the  United  States'  officers,  when  they  took  possession  of  the  vessel  in 
the  British  harbour,  appear  to  have  been  British  subjects  who  had  gone  on  board  the 
"  Chesapeake  *'  after  her  arrival  at  Nova  Scotia,  and  who  had  no  connexion  with  the  previous 
seizure  of  that  vessel  by  the  passengers.  The  only  man  taken  by  the  United  States'  officers 
who  was  implicated  in  that  act  of  the  passengers  was  Wade,  who  was  not  taken  on  board 
the  "  Chesapeake/  hut  was  violently  seized  by  those  officers  on  board  a  British  ship  in  a 
British  harbour. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  communicate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Sew^d's  letter  to  Major- 
Go^eral  Doyle. 

I  have  to-day  placed  in  Mr.  Seward's  hands  copies  of  the  letter  of  the  Attorney- 
General  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  of  the  report  of  the  proceedings  against  the  persons  concerned 
in  preventing  the  arrest  of  Wade  at  Halifax,  which  form  the  fourth  and  fifth  inclosures  in 
the  present  despatch. 

The  remaining  inclosures  relate  principally  to  the  demands  on  the  Govemmenta  of 
Canada  and  New  Brunswick  for  the  extradition  of  men  concerned  in  the  seizure  of  the 
^'Chesapeake"  at  sea. 


Inolosore  )  m  No.  21. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  dear  Lord  Lyons,  Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  18,  1864* 

I  HAVE  received  your  Lordship  s  papers  relating  to  the  case  of  the  "  Chesapeake  *' 
aft  Halifax,  described  as  follows :— An  extract  from  a  despatch  from  General  Doyle, 
Administrator  of  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  you,  dated  the  6th  instant ;  a  copy  erf 
4  telegram  from  General  Doyle  to  you,  dated  the  14th  instant ;  and  a  copy  of  a  tetter  ttom 
the  Mayor  of  Halifax  to  the  Provmdal  Secretary,  dated  the  30th  of  December  last 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Governor-General  of 
Nova  Scotia  in  re^d  to  this  matter  seem  to  have  been  conducted  in  good  faith  towards 
his  own  Government,  as  well  as  towards  that  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears  to  the  President,  however,  that  the  Governor-General,  as  the  executive 
officer  of  the  prpvince  of  Nova  Scotia,  under  the  cu-cumstances  of  that  extraordinary  case, 
ought  t(>  have  reiiiiquished  to  the  agents  of  this  Government  the  stolen  vessel  and  the 
pisates  found  on  board  of  her,  sul^ect  to  the  express  enga^meat  pf  thia  Geveiament  to 
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answei*  to  the  British  Government  any  claim  that  it  might  have  either  upon  the  ship  or  the 
men.  It  will  be  fortunate  indeed  if  the  delays  which  have  resulted  from  the  opposite 
course  adopted  by  his  Excellency  do  not  encourage  the  same  or  other  offenders  to  the 
commission  of  new  crimes  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  both  countries.  We  shiil 
await  the  termination  of  the  judicial  proceedings  which  have  been  instituted  in  the  case 
with  deep  interest,  and  it  can  hardly  be  necessary  for  me  to  say,  that  in  the  view  of  this 
Government^  no  adverse  decision  of  the  provincial  tribunals  can  modify  the  claim  of  the 
owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  to  the  full  restitution  which  has  been  asked  by  this 


Government. 


I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  21. 
Lord  Lffons  to  Mofcr-Ofneral  Doyle. 


My  dearlGeneral  Doyle^  Washington,  February  1,  1864. 

I  INCLOSE  a  copy  of  a  semi-official  letter,  dated  the  18th  instant,  which  I  have 
receive^}  from  Mr.  Seward,  and  in  which  he  comments  on  the  papers  concerning  the 
affair  of  the  "Chesapeake,^  which,  as  I  informed  you  in  my  despatch  of  the  18th,  I  put 
into  his  own  hands  a  day  or  two  before. 

,    I  do  not  olq*ect  to  your  making  the  members  of  your  Government  acquainted  with 
the  contents  of  Mr.  Seward's  letter,  if  you  consider  it  important  to  do  so. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  21. 

Major^Oeneral  Doyle  to  Lord  Lyor^s,  January  20,  1864. 

[See  Inclosure  2  in  No.  20.] 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  21. 

Mr.  Johnston  to  Major-Oeneral  Doyle^  January  13,  1864. 

[See  Inclosure  1  in  No.  20.] 


««*iPMBpa««««^ 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  21. 

8%ipplmwt  to  the  ''Halifax  Reporter,''  dattd  January  19>  1864. 

[See  Inclosure  3  ia  No.  20.] 


Inclosure  6  in  No.  21. 
tord  Zyons  to  Major-^Qeneral  Doyle. 


Sir,  Washington,  February  I,  1864. 

I  HAD  on  the  28th  ultimo  the  honour  to  receive  your  Excellency's  despatch  of  the 
20th  ultimo,  transmitting  to  me  information  respecting  the  proceedings  against  the  persons 
charged  with  obstructing  the  execution  of  the  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  Wade. 

I  have  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  copies  of  the 
letter  addressed  to  your  Excellency  by  the  Attorney-General  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  of  the 
printed  Report  gf  the  proceedings  before  the  Mayor  of  Halifax. 
^  'I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  LYONS. 
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Inclosure  7  in  No.  21. 
Viscount  Monck  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Quebec,  January  20,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  despatch  of  the 
13th,  mclosing  copy  of  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  demanding 
the  extradition  of  John  C.  Braine,  H,  A-  Parr,  John  Parker  Locke,  alias  Vernon  G-  Locke, 
Dadd  Collins,  Geoi^  Robinson,  and  John  Wade,  fugitives  from  the  justice  of  the  United 
States. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  referred  this  appli- 
cation to  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  Canada  for  their  Report. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  MONCK. 


IndoBure  8  in  No.  21. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Sir,  Washing ton^  January  30,  1864. 

I  LOST  no  time  in  communicating  to  the  Governor-General  of  Canada  the  note 
dated  the  13th  instant,  in  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  inform  me  that  you  considered 
it  possible  that  John  C.  Braine  and  others,  fugitives  from  the  justice  of  the  United  States, 
might  have  taken  refuge  in  Canada,  and  that  you  would  therefore  ask  that  the  necessary 
measures  should  be  taken  by  the  Canadian  authorities  for  their  extradition,  in  pursuance 
of  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Washington. 

The  Governor-General  has  informed  me  in  reply,  that  he  has  referred  this  applica^ 
tion  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  Canada  for  their  Report. 

The  Governor-General  had  not  any  reason  to  suppose  that  any  of  the  persons  named 
had  come  within  Canadian  jurisdiction. 

I  have,  he. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  9  in  No.  21. 
lAeutenant-Qovemor  O  or  don  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Oovemment  HousCy  Fredericton,  New  Brunswick, 
(Extract.)  January  21,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the 
5th  instant,  and  am  gratified  to  learn  that  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  appredates  the  prompt 
action  of  this  Government  in  reference  to  the  alleged  piratical  seizure  of  the  United  States' 
steam-ship  "  Chesapeake.'' 

A  determination  to  observe  in  the  strictest  mannier  the  requirements  of  international 
law,  and  to  ftilfil  every  obligation  of  international  courtesy,  will,  I  trust,  always  be  found  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  exist  on  the  part  of  this  Province. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  28th  ultimo  I  informed  your  Liordship  that  I  had  issued 
my  warranty  authorizing  the  arrest  of  the  parties  implicated  in  the  transaction  referred 
to.  Since  that  date  three  of  those  persons,  David  Collins,  James  McKinney,  and  Finns 
Seeley,  have  been  arrested  at  St.  John. 

The  Honourable  J.  H.  Gray,  of  St.  John,  one  of  the  Counsel  for  the  accused,  applied 
to  me  on  the  31st  ultimo  on  behalf  of  his  clients  for  copies  of  the  requisition  upon 
which  my  warrant  authorizing  the  arrest  was  founded,  and  of  the  depositions  which 
accompanied  it. 

I  accordingly  transmitted  the  required  documents  to  Mr.  Gray,  at  the  same  time 
stating  my  reasons  for  declining  to  entertain  his  application  as  a  matter  of  right,  whilst  1 
acceded  to  it  as  an  act  of  courtesy  for  which  persons  in  the  position  of  the  accused  might 
fairly  look.    At  the  same  time  I  informed  the  United  States'  Consul  of  my  decision. 
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InclosuM  10  in  No.  21.  .  .  V 

Lord  Lyons  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Gordon. 

Sir,  ^Washington,  February  \,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  despatch  of 
the  21st  of  this  month,  informing  me  that  three  of  the  men  implicated  in  the  affair  of  the 
'*  Chesapeake  "  hadheen  arrested  at  St.  John,  and  that  your  Excellency  had  communicated 
to  their  Counsel  copies  of  the  requisition  upon  which  your  warrant  authorizing  their  arrest 
was  founded.  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  the  information  you  have 
been  so  good  as  to  send  to  me  with  r^;ard  to  the  conmiunication  of  the  requisition.  The 
subject  has  not  hitherto  been  mentioned  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  nor  have  I  spoken  to  him  about  it. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 

No.  22. 

Major-Oeneral  Doyle  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. — (Received  February  16,  1864.) 

« 

Government  House,  Halifax^  Nova  Scotia, 
My  Lord  Duke,  ^  February  4,  1864. 

IN  accordance  with  the  promise  which  I  have  made  to  your  Grace  to  keep  you 
informed  of  any  further  steps  which  may  have  been  taken  in  this  Colony  with  regard  to  the 
affair  of  the  *'  Chesapeake,'*  I  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  report  which 
I  have  called  upon  the  Advocate-General  of  the  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  to  make  to  me 
on  certain  proceedings  which  have  transpired  in  that  Court  with  reference  to  the  above- 
mentioned  vessel. 

(Signed)        '   HASTINGS  DOYLE. 


Inclosure  in  No.  22. 
Mr*  Johnston  to  Major-General  Doyle. 


Sir,  Halifax,  February  1 1,  1864. 

I  HAVE  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  yesterday  in  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court 
motions  were  made  upon  claims  asserted  on  behalf  of  owners  of  British  goods,  part  of  the 
cargo  of  the  steamer  *^  Chesapeake,"  and  as  Advocate- General,  having  previously  examined 
and  been  satisfied  with  the  proofs,  I  signed  consent  to  restitution  upon  payment  of  any 
salvage  and  costs  that  might  attach.  The  Judge  intimated  that  he  would  on  Friday 
(to-morrow)  make  order  respecting  salvage  costs,  &c.  Motion  was  also  made  upon  a  claim 
a6serted  for  the  ship  and  also  for  all  the  cai*go  not  specifically  claimed.  The  proofs  sus- 
taining the  claim  for  the  ship  were  not  free  from  some  objections,  but  on  the  whole  I 
thought  they  might  be  considered  as  suflScient  in  the  first  instance,  and  consented  to  resti- 
tution upon  security  being  given  to  meet  latent  claims,  and  upon  payment  of  any  salvage 
and  costs.     The  claimants'  proctor  took  time  to  ascertain  his  ability  to  find  security. 

The  claim  asserted  for  the  cargo  not  specifically  claimed  by  the  party  claiming  the 
ship,  and  as  going  with  her,  was  not  recognized,  and  stands  over  in  case  it  should  be  deemed 
advisable  to  move  in  it  hereafter,  where,  after  longer  time  has  been  allowed  for  specific 
claims,  the  objections  may  be  less  effective  than  at  present. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  W.  J.  JOHNSTON. 

No.  23. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Major^ General  Doyle  (and  Lieutenant-Governor  Gordon). 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  February  22,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  on  the  case  of  the 
^^  Chesapeake,  **  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  subject  of  the  violation  of 
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British  territorial  jurisdiction  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States'  steamer  ^^  Ella  and 
Annie"  in  their  pursuit  of  the  persons  who  had  seized  the  **  Chesapeake, "  the  United 
States'  Government  hare  made  a  full  and  unqualified  apology,  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  accepted  in  the  same  friendly  spirit  in  which  it  has  been  offered,  and 
with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  that  the  matter  has  b€ien  settled  in  a  manner  honourable  to 
both  parties^  and  calculated  to  improve  the  good  relations  between  the  two  Governments. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  NEWCASTLE. 

No.  24. 
lAeutenanUOwernor  Chrdan  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. — {Received  February  16»  18G4.) 

My  Lord  Duke,  Fredericton,  February  1,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  for  your  Graee's  information  a  report  of  tiie  evidence 
adduced  in  the  case  of  the  "  Chesapeake/'  since  tbe  date  of  my  last  despatch  on  the 
subject. 

Your  Grace  will  probably  be  surprised  to  find  an  investmttion  commenced  before  the 
police  magistrate  on  the  28th  of  December  still  unconcluded. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  inclose  copies  of  further  correspondence  between  the  Hon. 
J.  H.  Gray  and  myself. 

1  have*  &c 
(Signed)  ARTHUR  H.  GORDON. 


Inelosure  1  in  No.  24. 

Newspaper  Extracts. 

THE  ^'  Chesapeake  "  investigation  is  being  spun  out  to  an  interminable  length.  On 
Thursday  the  evidence  against  the  priscmers  was  read  over  to  them,  and  they  plead  "  Not 
Guilty"  to  the  charges  of  piracy  and  murder,  and  declared  that  what  they  did  was  done  in 
behalf  of  the  Confederate  States  ;  that  they  had  no  intention  of  doing  anything  criminal ; 
and  they  believe  they  have  not  so  done.  To  meet  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Gray,  further  investi- 
gation was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next,  when  that  gentleman  will  enter  on  the  defence, 
and  will  submit,  as  he  alleges,  both  documentary  and  oral  testimony.  People  are  curious 
to  know  whence  the  '^  oral ''  proof  is  to  come.  Mr.  Gray  submitted  copies  of  the  deposi- 
tions on  the  strength  of  which  the  Lieutenant-Governor  issued  his  warrant  for  the  arrest  of 
the  *' Chesapeake  s''  captors. 


Tfce  *•  Chesapeake'^  case. 


WE  reprint,  from  the  '*  Morning  News,*'  the  evidence  put  in  in  this  interminable  case 
yesterday.  The  Court  adjourned  until  1 1  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  a  fact  that  we 
hope  the  Counsel  for  the  prisoners  will  not  overlook.  One  of  the  Halifax  papers  says 
that  some  evidence  has  been  sent  from  that  city  that  will  put  a  materially  different  face 
upon  the  matter,  in  favour  of  the  defence  : — 

John  Ring  was  then  called  and  sworn :  I  live  in  Carleton ;  have  Uved  there  all  my 
life.  Know  McKinney  and  Seely,  two  of  the  prisoners.  Knew  Watters  who  gave  evidence 
the  other  day.  1  was  at  meetings  in  Lower  Cove  when  a  proposal  in  reference  to  taking 
a  vessel  was  named.  It  was  proposed  to  take  men  for  the  Confederate  service.  I  saw 
there  a  man  called  Braine,  and  another  called  Captain.  Did  not  see  a  person  called  Parr 
at  either  of  the  two  meetings,  both  of  which  I  attended.  Another  man,  in  presence  of  the 
Captam,  showed  what  was  his  (tbe  Captain's)  authority.  I  knew  it  by  a  large  seal ;  upon 
which  was  what  I  took  to  be  a  man's  head  and  body  ;  it  was  on  the  left  hand  near  the 
corner.  There  was  another  seal  on  the  right  hand  side ;  it  looked  like  a  blot.  I  saw 
Jefferson  Davis's  name  at  the  bottom.  I  swear  that  that  is  the  identical  paper  that  was 
read  at  the  meeting.  The  man  had  just  concluded  the  reading  of  the  paper  when  I 
entered.  [Mr.  Gray  wished  the  paper  to  be  read  by  the  witness,  but  Mr.  Wetmore 
objected,  and  the  Magistrate  ruled  that  he  could  not  receive  the  paper  in  evidence  unless 
proved  genuine.  Afr.  Gray  wished  it  to  be  read  merely  to  show  the  animus  of  the  parties, 
not  the  genuinenesn  of  the  document.] 
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Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Wetmore: — ^The  blot  looked  dark*  I  caa't  say  whether  both 
seals  were  on  the  same  side  or  not. 

Javfiea  Tricartdin  sworn :  I  live  in  Carleton ;  was  bom  and  brought  up  there.  Was 
not  at  both  meetings  in  Lower  Cove  ;  was  at  the  last  one.  Watters  and  Ring  were  there. 
A  man  called  Braine  was  there.  I  was  introduced  to  Captain  Parker.  Asked  Parker  for 
his  authority.  He  pointed  to  a  gentleman  present  who,  he  said,  would  show  his  authority. 
The  gentleman  took  a  white  envelope  from  his  pocket,  and  drew  out  a  paper,  on  the  baci 
of  which  there  was  a  small  seal.  I  saw  the  large  seal  when  it  was  opened.  Heard  it  read. 
It  commenced  with  "  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.'* 
Jefferson  Davis's  signature  was  at  the  bottom. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Wetmore : — I  identified  the  document  by  the  seal,  and  by  the 
name  Jefferson  Davis  at  the  bottom  written  out  in  full.  I  saw  it  once  since  in  Mr.  Gray*8 
office.  It  was  Thursday  last,  about  7  o'clock  in  the  evening.  I  went  there  to  see  Mr.  Gray, 
as  I  understood  he  wished  to  see  me.  Mr.  Gray,  Ring,  another  gentleman  (meaning 
Mr.  Weldon),  and  mvself  were  there.  Mr.  Gray  asked  me  to  give  him  a  description  of  the 
paper.  I  did  so,  and  he  then  handed  it  to  me.  [Here  Mr.  Gray  was  about  handing  the 
paper  to  witness  for  the  purpose  of  identification,  when  Mr.  Wetmore  objected  to  allow  it 
to  be  placed  in  the  witness's  hand,  unless  he  (Mr.  Wetmore)  should  first  be  allowed  to 
read  it.j 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Gray : — I  identifv  the  paper,  which,  as  folded,  you  have  placed  in 
my  hands.  The  red  seal  shown  to  me  is  tne  one  which  was  on  the  paper  on  that  occasion. 
I  saw  the  seal  when  the  paper  was  read.  I  looked  at  it  for  about  five  minutes.  I  examined 
it  close  enough  to  know  that  that  was  the  seal ;  there  was  a  diamond  stamp  on  it.  Will 
not  undertake  to  say  there  was  a  name  alongside,  nor  that  the  paper  was  witnessed.  I 
sivear  to  the  paper  m)m  the  little  seal  on  it. 


The  *'  Chesapeake  "  affair. 

Police  Court,  Saturday. 

AT  1 1  o'clock  this  morning  the  Court  was  crowded,  it  having  leaked  abroad  that 
some  gentlemen  from  the  South  were  to  give  evidence  which  would  materially  affect  the 
case.  There  were  four  of  them,  one  pretty  well  advanced  in  years  and  of  a  robust  frame, 
with  a  Celtic  cast  of  countenance.  The  next  was  a  man  of  perhaps  thu-ty  years  of  age, 
with  long  flowing  hair,  and  a  moustache  and  beard  falling  from  the  lip  and  chin,  which  he 
incessantly  teased  and  stroked,  while  his  cheeks  were  clean  shaven.  The  third  is  a  hand- 
some-looking  young  man  of  about  twenty-five,  one  who  might,  from  the  influence  of 
wealth  or  family,  get  a  position  of  trust,  which  he  would  no  doubt  fill  mechanically,  but 
no  one  would  take  him  for  one  who  by  natural  ability  would  attain  either  name  or  position 
in  the  world.  The  fourth  is  a  harmless-looking  youth,  who  would  pass  for  a  respectable 
grocery  clerk,  possessing  no  particular  talent  or  quality.  After  some  wrangling  among  the 
lawyers,  the  Commission,  duly  certified,  estabhshing  a  Court  of  Admiralty  in  the  provmce, 
was  received  as  evidence.  Some  other  documents  which  were  found  not  to  be  properly 
certified  to  on  a  previous  occasion  were  now  brought  forward  and  admitted.  The  examina- 
tion  of  witnesses  then  proceeded. 

Dr.  Luke  P.  Blackburn,  firom  the  Confederate  States,  the  old  man  referred  to,  was 
placed  upon  the  stand,  and  testified : — 

I  am  a  resident  of  Natchez,  Mississippi ;  have  been  Medical  Du^ctor  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  since  January  last ;  was  President  of  the  Medical  Commission  in  the  State ; 
left  the  Confederacy  on  the  16th  July  last.  I  am  a  native  of  the  State  of  Kentucky;  have 
resided  m  Natchez  since  March  1846,  and  have  been  connected  with  the  army  since  the 
diflSculties  commenced.  1  am  intimately  acquainted  with  Jefferson  Davis,  the  President  of 
the  Confederate  States ;  I  have  corresponded  with  him  and  know  his  handwriting.  I  also 
know  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  seal  and  flag  of  the  Confederate  States  were 
changed  in  May  last.  I  know  Mr.  Benjamin,  late  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Confederacy, 
and  know  his  handwriting.  In  October  1862  he  was  Secretary  of  State.  The  Provisional 
Government  was  estabhshed  in  April  1861.  Mr.  Benjamin  was  Secretary  of  War  for  a 
short  period — about  six  weeks  I  think — in  1863;  he  is  now  Attorney-General.  I  have  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  Jefferson  Davis's  handwriting,  and  believe  that  the  writing  (on  a 
document  furnished  him  by  Mr.  Gray)  is  Mr.  Davis's  writing.  I  am  not  so  expert  but 
that  my  own  writing  might  be  forged  upon  me.  I  am  not  so  certain  about  Mr.  Benjamin^ 
but  I  think  that  the  signature  here  is  that  gentleman's  writing.  The  seal  on  the  docu- 
ment is  that  of  the  Provisional  Government.  The  seat  of  Government  was  removed  from 
Montgomery  to  Richmond.  A  war  now  exists  between  the  Northern  and  Southern 
States.    There  is  an  exchange  of  prisoners  between  them.    They  treat  each  other  generally 
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as  belligerents.  I  arrived  in  the  city  this  morning ;  came  from  Frederidton ;  ran  the 
blockade  and  came  to  Montreal,  and  from  thence  here.  My  family  reside  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  I  am  now  on  my  way  home.  The  Confederate  Government  grants  letters  of 
marque ;  did  so  in  1862.  Charleston  is  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina  in  the  Confederate 
States,  and  likely  to  remain  there.  (The  letter  of  marque  to  Captain  Parker,  of  the  ship 
*' Retribution,"  was  then  read.)  In  1862,  the  States  of  Texas,  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
Missouri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Virginia,  composed  the  Confederate  States,  making  thirteen  altogether, 
and  each  had  representatives  in  the  Confederate  Congress. 

Alonzo  G.  Coleman  being  sworn,  testified  :— 

I  am  a  resident  of  the  Confederate  States,  was  bom  and  brought  up  there,  and  a 
native  of  Alabama.  My  father  had  large  estates  in  that  State  before  the  war  commenced. 
I  have  been  engaged  as  private  in  the  army  of  that  State  since  May  1861.  There  are  a 
great  many  other  gentlemen  of  rank  acting  as  privates. 

Mr.  Gray  asked  the  question  if  officers  appointed  to  a  particular  duty  have  the 
authority  to  appoint  others  under  them  to  that  post,  and  to  delegate  that  authority  of 
carrying  out  theii*  duty  or  to  aid  in  carrying  it  out  ? 

Mr.  Wetmore  objected  to  this  as  being  inadmissible  as  evidence  in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  Gray  contended  that  the  laws  of  any  countiy  are  respected  and  recognized  by 
other  nations.  But  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  argued  that  the  witness,  in  order  to 
answer  the  question,  must  be  acquainted  with  the  law ;  and  even  then  he  doubted  if  it 
could  be  taken  as  evidence.  He  did  not  want  to  know  what  the  practice  was,  but  what 
the  law  in  this  case. 

The  witness  stated  that  when  an  officer  has  not  a  sufficient  number  of  subordinate 
officers,  he  has  appointed  even  privates  to  act  as  Lieutenants,  and  he  had  himself  acted  as 
Lieutenant  commanding  an  outpost.  He  afterwards  stated  that  they  had  the  authority  to 
do  so  according  to  the  practice  of  the  service  of  the  Confederacy. 

It  being  now  1  o'clock,  the  magistrate  adjourned  the  case  until  after  dinner. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  24. 
Mr.  Gray  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Gordon. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  St.  Johns,  January  14,  1864. 

IN  the  communication  fix)m  Captain  Moody  of  the  2nd  instant,  by  your  Excellency's 
commands,  in  answer  to  my  application  for  copies  of  the  requisition  and  documents  laid 
before  your  Excellency  by  the  United  States'  Consul,  upon  which  your  warrant  to  arrest 
certain  parties  engaged  in  the  taking  of  the  *'  Chesapeake  *'  was  based,  he  stated  your 
Excellency  would  consult  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  give  me  a  reply  with  the 
least  possible  dielay. 

The  preliminary  investigation  on  behalf  of  the  American  Government  having  closed, 
we  shall  be  expected  to-morrow  to  disclose  to  the  police  magistrate  the  grounds  on  which 
the  application  of  that  Government  is  resisted  on  behalf  of  the  prisoners.  Towai-ds  that 
purpose,  Mr.  Weldon  and  myself  both  consider  the  papers  laid  before  your  Excellency, 
copies  of  which  have  been  requested  by  me,  as  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  we  are  so 
clear  as  to  the  right  of  the  prisoners  to  that  information,  based  upon  the  highest  judicial 
decisions  in  the  Court  of  the  United  States,  arising  out  of  this  very  Treaty,  that  we  would 
feel  we  were  not  discharging  our  duty  were  we  not  to  take  all  those  steps  which  the  law 
will  permit  to  obtain  them. 

Such  papers  can  in  no  respect  be  confidential.  They  are  the  legal  initiatory  steps 
which  are  necessaiy  to  clothe  the  tribunals  of  this  country  with  the  power  of  action.  A 
right  to  test  the  jurisdiction  before  which  a  prisoner  is  arraigned  in  a  case  so  exceptional 
as  the  present  is  undoubted.  And  in  case  of  a  commitment  for  surrender  by  the  examining 
Magistrate,  and  a  subsequent  inquiry  into  that  commitment  by  habeas  corpus,  these 
preliminary  steps  are  scrutinized  by  the  Judge  and  pronounced  sufficient  or  insufficient,  as 
to  him  may  seem  right. 

In  a  matter,  therefore,  which  involves  not  only  the  liberty  but  perhaps  the  lives  of 
the  three  prisoners,  we  are  sure  your  Excellency  would  Condemn  their  counsel  if  they  were 
to  permit  themselves  to  be  restrained  by  any  false  delicacy  from  omitting  to  get  before  the 
^examining  magistrate  the  documents  they  think  essential  to  their  defence. 

We  believe  that  the  Court  has  power  to  issue  a  subpana  to  your  Excellency  to  bring 
those  documents  before  it ;  and  with  the  highest  respect  for  your  Excellency  personally, 
and  the  exalted  position  you  fill,  we  must  ask  the  Court  for  that  subpoena  unless  they  are 
fiumished. 
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We  do  not  apprehend  that  the  Counsel  for  the  United  Stat.e8*  Government  would 
require  yoi^r  Excellency  to  be  personally  present,  and  we  should  be  content  with  copies,  if 
the  Court  will  admit  them.  I  address  your  Excellency  at  this  time  because,  not  having 
received  the  reply  referred  to  by  Captain  Moody,  and  being  compelled  to  act,  we  must 
take  those  steps  which  the  prisoners'  rights  demand.  We  have  also  to  request  that  your 
Excellency  will  produce  or  furnish  the  original  commission  constituting  the  Court  for  the 
trial  of  piracy  and  murder  and  other  offences  committed  on  the  high  seas,  dated  at 
Westminster,  Uth  April,  1829.     A  copy  of  this  I  got  from  Judge  Parker,  but  the  Magis^ 


trate  may  require  the  original. 


I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  HAMILTON  GRAY. 


Inclosure  3  in  No,  24. 

Mr.  Tilley  to  Mr.  Gray. 

Sir,  '  Fredericton,  January  21,  1864, 

I  AM  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  addressed  to  his  Excellency. 

As  his  Excellency  had,  before  the  receipt  of  thi«5  letter,  determined  upon  the  course 
which  he  would  pursue  with  respect  to  the  matter  of  which  it  treats,  and  has  already  acted 
on  that  determination,  he  considers  it  unnecessary  at  present  to  discuss  the  questions 
raised  by  you  when  in  ignorance  of  his  Excellency's  decision. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  S.  L.  TILLEY. 

No.  25. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Gordon  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. — {Received  March  1,  1864.) 

My  Lord  Duke,  Predericton,  New  Brunswick,  February  15,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose,  for  your  Grace's  information,  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  which  have  taken  place  before  the  Police  Magistrate  at  St.  John,  since  the 
date  of  my  last  despatch,  connected  with  the  seizure  of  the  steamer  **  Chesapeake.*' 

Your  Grace  will  perceive  that  this  protracted  examination  is  not  even  yet 
concluded. 

I  have,  &a 
(Signed)  ARTHUR  H.  GORDON. 


Inclosure  in  No.  25. 

Newspaper  Extracts. 
St.  John's^  New  Brunswick,  Saturday ^  January  31,  1864. 
Examination  of  the  Confederates. 

OWING  to  the  presence  at  the  Police  Court  of  several  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
Confederate  States  who  were  expected  to  give  evidence  for  the  defence  in  the  "Chesapeake" 
case,  the  Court  on  Saturday  was  crowded  to  excess  with  a  most  respectable  audience,  and 
the  greatest  interest  was  manifested  in  the  proceedings.  The  first  witness  examined  was 
Dr.  Luke  P.  Blackburn,  of  Natchez,  State  of  Mississippi,  a  person  whose  bearing  bespoke 
the  true  gentleman.  The  Doctor  had  filled  the  oflSce  of  Medical  Director  of  Mississippi, 
and  was  intimately  acquainted  with  President  Davis  and  his  handwriting,  and  with  the 
seal  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  He  identified  the  signatures  and  seal  on  Captain 
Parker's  commission,  placed  in  his  hands  by  Mr.  Gray.  He  also  testified  to  the 
Confederacy  issuing  letters  of  marque  in  1862.  The  next  witness  was  Mr.  Alonzo  G. 
Coleman,  a  native  of  Alabama,  whose  father  owned  plantations  in  that  State  previous  to 
the  war,  but  the  son  (the  witness)  nevertheless  took  his  place  as  a  private  in  the  ranks. 
In  answer  to  Mr.  Gray  he  said  it  was  a  recognized  practice  of  the  Confederate  service  for 
officers  appointed  to  a  certain  duty  to  delegate  their  authority  to  others,  even  to  privates, 
and  that  such  acts  were  recognized  by  their  commanding  officers  of  all  gi*ades  and  by  the 
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enemy.  The  persons  thus  delated  would,  if  captured  by  the  Federals,  be  treated  as 
praoners  of  war.  Captain  Thomas  Herbert  Davis  was  the  third  witness  from  the 
Confederacy.  He  had  served  under  Generals  Beaur^ard,  Joseph  Johnston,  and  Lee-  Hig 
last  corps  General  was  Longstreet.  He  had  entered  Fort  Moultrie  as  a  volunteer  when  the 
^  Star  of  the  West ''  attempted  to  succour  Fort  Sumter  at  the  opening  of  hostilities,  and 
had  fought  his  way  up  to  a  Captaincy,  which  position  he  held  when  wounded  and  captured 
at  Gettysburg  by  the  Federals.  He  bad  been  confined  with  other  Confederates  at  Johnson's 
Idand,  from  which  he  escaped  on  New  Year's  night,  walking  some  120  miles  to  Canada. 
He  also  testified  to  the  practice  among  ofiicers  of  delegating  authority  to  their  subordinates 
to  perform  certain  duties,  and  said  he  had  exercised  such  authority  himself.  Mr.  Ephraim 
Tom  Osbum,  a  young  man  of  probably  27  years,  of  Kentucky,  a  non-commissioned  officer 
under  the  celebrated  General  John  H.  Morgan,  and  who  bad  also  escaped  from  a  Federal 
prison,  Camp  Douglass,  in  December,  corroborated  the  testimony  of  previous  witnesses 
respecting  the  delegation  of  authority.  All  of  these  Southerners  gave  their  evidence  with 
marked  precision  and  in  the  frankest  manner,  furnishing  a  remarkable  contrast  in  style  and 
manners  to  some  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution. 

A  fourth  witness  was  Mr.  Eben  Locke,  brother  of  Vernon  G.  Locke,  better  known  as 
'•'  Captain  John  Parker,"  who  ordered  the  seizure  of  the  '*  Chesapeake."  He  is  a  native  of 
8helburne,  Nova  Scotia,  but  now  resides  to  the  eastward  of  HalU*ax.  He  saw  his  brother 
in  Nassau  in  May  last,  in  conmiand  of  the  Confederate  privateer  "  Retribution,'*  and  his 
Inother  there  showed  him  his  commission.  He  saw  him  again  at  Sambro,  after  the  re-cap- 
ture of  the  *'  Chesapeake,**  and  took  him  up  to  Halifax  where  he  again  was  shown  the 
commission  by  his  brother.  The  witness  identified  the  commission  produced  by  Mr.  Gray 
as  the  one  he  had  seen  and  handled  and  examined  at  Nassau  and  Halifax.  He  remembered 
*^  the  writing  on  the  back  "  distinctly — an  endorsement,  we  believe,  from  one  Power  to 
Locke  or  Parker.  The  witness  said  he  believed  his  brother  changed  his  name  when  he 
took  command  of  the  '*  Retribution,''  he  supposed  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  the 
enemy. 

Mr.  Gray  tendered  in  evidence  a  cop}'  of  a  commission  sent  out  to  this  province  by 
Lord  Bathurst  for  establishing  a  Court  for  the  trial  of  cases  of  piracy,  and  also  the  ''  Royal 
Gazette  "  containing  a  copy  of  the  Queen's  Neutrality  Proclamation  of  May  18th,  1863, 
in  which  the  Confederate  States  are  recognized  as  belligerents. 

Yesterday  the  Police  Court  was  again  crowded  with  spectators  who  expected  to  hear 
the  testimony  of  another  "  distinguished  Southerner  "  whom  Mr.  Gray  was  to  have  on  hand. 
But  the  gentleman  did  not  make  his  appearance,  and  the  Court  adjourned  until  Saturday, 
with  the  understanding  that  a  further  adjournment  would  then  be  granted  until  Wednesday 
next.  In  the  meantime  the  leading  Counsel  on  both  sides  have  Court  business  w^hich  takes 
them  to  Fredericton  for  a  week  or  more. 


Wednesday,  February  10,  1864. 
Examination  of  Confederates. 

In  the  Police  Court  yesterday  morning  the  business  was  confined  to  proving  the 
authenticity  of  certain  papers  under  whose  authority  the  captors  of  the  **  Chesapeake" 
profess,  to  have  acted  in  making  the  seizure.  The  first  of  these  was  Parker's  order  to 
Braine  to  take  the  vessel;  the  second,  Parker's  order  to  Collins  making  him  second 
Lieutenant  in  the  Confederate  service;  and  the  third,  the  order  of  transfer  of  the 
Confederate  States'  privateer  ^^  Retribution  "  from  Captain  Power,  her  former  Commander, 
to  the  command  of  Captain  Parker.  As  respects  the  two  first,  Captain  Driscoll  beinj 
sworn,  deposed  that  he  knew  Parker's  handwriting,  and  had  once  seen  him  write, 
and  that  the  signatures  appended  to  the  documents  in  question  were  his,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief.  Mr.  Watson,  clerk  to  W.  and  R.  Wright,  was  examined.  The 
register,  or  certificate  of  transfer,  of  the  Confederate  schooner  ''  Kate  Hale "  to  British 
ownership,  drawn  in  the  spring  of  1862,  to  which  the  name  of  W.  F.  Colcock,  Collector  of 
the  port  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  was  appended  as  a  witness,  was  produced,  in  order 
to  compare  that  signature  with  a  similar  one  attached  to  the  order  of  transfer  of  the 
*^  Retribution  *'  from  Power  to  Parker.  Witness  believed  the  former  to  be  genuine, 
inasmuch  as  the  certificate  of  registry  was  an  ofl[icial  document,  received  and  recognized  ae 
such  by  the  Custom-house  ofiicers  at  this  port ;  and  although  he  could  not  swear  to  the 
handwriting  of  Collector  Colcock,  the  two  signatures  were  obviously  written  by  the  same 
person,  and  to  the  best  of  his  belief  were  Colcock's.  Counsel  for  prosecution  demurred  at 
.accepting  this  testimony,  but  it  was  finally  received  by  the  presiding  Magistrate. 

The  Court  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  with  the  understanding  that  the  lawyears  would 
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then  commence  their  argument  on  the  case.  Mr.  Weldon  thought  another  witness  for 
the  defence  might  be  on  hand  by  that  time.  If  this  witness  arrive  his  evidence  wiHbe 
received. 


No.  26. 
Major*  General  Doyle  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. — {Received  March  1,  1864.) 

My  Lord  Duke,  Government  House,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  February  18,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  documents  containing  a  particular  account  of  the 
circumstances  which  have  taken  place  since  the  ^*  Chesapeake  "  was  placed  in  the  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court.  The  affidavits  indeed  narrate  those  which  occurred  at  the  original  takiBg  of 
that  vessel,  and  also  afterwards  to  the  period  of  her  recapture  by  the  United  States*  war- 
steamer  *'  Ella  and  Annie/' 

I  thought  it  best  to  send  these  papers  to  your  Grace  (which  have  been  printed  iir  a 
pamphlet  form  by  order  of  the  Judge),  although  I  had  previously  sent  slips  from  newspapers 
containing  some  of  the  information  which  will  be  found  in  these  documents. 

Your  Grace  will  see  that  Judge  Stewart  had  originally  taken  the  same  view  of  the  law 
as  applicable  to  this  case,  as  is  contained  in  the  opinion  of  the  Imperial  Crown  officers 
communicated  to  me  in  the  inclosure  to  your  despatch  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  marked  "  Nova 
Scotia,  Confidential,"  which  I  received  by  the  last  mail,  and  which  I  deemed  it  right  to 
show  to  the  Judge  and  the  Crown  officers.  Moreover,  your  Gracfe  will  observe  by  these 
documents  and  the  Judge's  remarks  on  directing  the  vessel  and  cargo  to  be  restored,  that 
Her  Majesty's  Advocate-General  consented  to  the  writ  of  restoration  being  awarded 
without  bail,  and  your  Grace  will  also  perceive  that  the  difficulty  which  the  Imperial  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  apprehended  from  placing  the  "  Chesapeake  ''in  the  Vice- Admiralty 
Court  has  thus  fortunately  not  arisen. 

Trusting  that  the  course  I  have  pursued  in  this  most  embarrassing  case  may  give  me 
the  honour  of  your  Grace's  approval,  I  have,  .&c. 

(Signed)  HASTINGS  DOYLE. 


Inclosure  in  No.  26. 

Report  of  Proceedings  in  the  Vice-Adrriralty  Court  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  respecting 

the  "  Chesapeake.** 

Court  of  Vice- Admiralty. 

Halifax,  February  15,  1864. 
Judgment  was  this  day  given  by  the  Honourable  Alex.  Stewart,  C.B.,  Judge  of  the 
Vice-Admiralty  Court,  in  the  cause.  No.  21 1  of 

The  Queen  v.  The  Steamer  ''Chesapeake"  and  Cargo. 

The  Advocate-General  for  the  Crown. 

J.  W.  Johnston,  J.  W.  K.  Johnston,  and  Isaac  J.  Wylde,  Esquires,  Advocates  and 
Proctors,  for  portions  of  the  cargo. 

llie  Honourable  S.  L.  Shannon,  Advocate,  and  William  Morse,  Esquire,  Proctor,  for 
the  vessel  and  the  remainder  of  the  cargo. 

On  the  6th  January  last  the  Advocate-General  exhibited  affidavits  of  himself  made 
before  the  Registrar,  and  copies  of  three  affidavits  made  before  the  Mayor  of  this  city,  hj 
James  Johnson,  George  Ames,  and  Mary  V.  Burgoyne,  and  also  the  affidavits  of  WilKam 
Henry,  Alexander  Henry^  John  E.  Holt,  and  Patrick  Conners,  sworn  before  the  Regirtrar 
(copies  of  all  which  affidavits  are  attached  to  this  Judgment).  Upon  these  affidavits  he 
moved  for  a  warrant  to  arrest  the  steamer  "  Chesapeake'*  and  Cargo  as  having  been  pirati- 
cally taken  on  the  high  seas  from  her  lawful  owners,  which  I  granted.  It  was  issued  on 
the  same  day,  made  returnable  on  the  12th,  executed  on  the  7lh,  and  returned  and  filed  in 
the  Registry  on  the  9th  of  January.  On  this  last  day  he  moved  for  a  commission  rf 
nnlivery,  which  I  granted,  informing  him  that  he  might  cause  the  cargo  to  be  unladen  or 
not  as  in  his  discretion  he  should  think  fit. 

On  the  18th  he  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Marshal,  who,  on  the  29th>  returned  it 
executed  (with  inventory  attached  to  it)  unto  the  Registrar. 

No  appearance  on  behalf  of  the  captors  of  the  '*  Chesapeake*'  having  been  filed  on  ihe 
return  day  of  the  warrsmt  of  arrest,  they  wer^,  on  the  petition  of  the  Proonratoit-Geiidnd^ 
in  the  usual  nuamer  pronounced  in  default. 
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Claims  by  British  owners  for  parts  of  the  cargo  have  been  allowed,  viz.^  to  Ross  and  Co. 
of  Quebec,  for  109  hogsheads  of  sugar  ;  to  Beiony  and  Lamotte,  for  10  hogsheads  of  tobacco 
and  a  box  of  tipfoil ;  to  Charles  Sampson  for  1  cask  of  augers,  and  to  James  Mclnlay  for 
5  rolls  of  sole  leather ;  and  Her  Majesty's  Advocate-General  having  consented  thereto  I 
decreed  writs  of  restitution. 

On  the  10th  February  Mr.  Morse,  on  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel,  moved  for  the 
admission  of  their  claim  that  the  vessel  be  restored  to  them,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the 
cargo  (which  is  unclaimed,  and  which  is  owned  in  part  by  British  subjects  and  in  part  by 
American  citizens)  should  be  delivered  to  them  in  order  that  they  might  carry  the  same  to 
the  original  port  of  destination,  Portland,  in  the  United  States,  and  there  deUver  it  to  those 
who  were  entitled  to  receive  it.  The  Advocate-General  has  examined  this  claim  and 
consented  that  a  writ  of  restitution  thereof  be  granted  without  bail,  to  answer  prospective 
or  (what  are  in  this  Court  designated)  latent  claims.  And  upon  this  claim  I  am  now  giving 
judgment.  But  it  is  obvious  that  thus  granting  this  claim  and  the  restoration  prayed  for 
will  terminate  this  case.  These  claimants  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the 
vessel  is  an  American  steamer,  and  I  may  mention  that  as  an  additional  ground  for  the 
delivery  of  the  unclaimed  cargo  to  them  they  allege  that  they  have  a  lien  thereon  for 
freight.  It  is  the  ordinary  practice  of  this  Court  to  direct  property  taken  by  pirates  to  be 
returned  to  the  owners  without  delay,  and,  except  where  there  is  a  strong  necessity  for 
requiring  it,  without  bail  for  latent  claims,  taking  care  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  salvors 
and  the  droits  of  Admii*alty.  At  this  period  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  state  that  I  adhere 
to  the  opinion  I  expressed  on  the  9th  and  repeated  on  the  12th  of  January.  I  do  not  at  all 
controvert  the  legal  principles  suggested  at  the  Bar  as  worthy  of  my  consideration,  but  I 
do  not  perceive  their  applicability  to  the  circumstances  of  the  present  case.  But  whether  I 
be  in  error  or  not,  whoever  or  whatever  they  are  who  seized  the  vessel,  and  whatever  in 
their  own  or  in  their  counsel's  estimation  their  rights  may  be,  they  have  not  thought  fit 
to  vindicate  them  before  this  Court.  They  have,  as  I  have  just  noticed,  suffered  judg- 
ment by  default. 

I  have  been  much  embarrassed  in  dealing  with  this  case.  To  grant  this  application 
will  be  entirely  within  the  rules  applicable  to  it,  for,  on  the  facts  sworn  to,  the  taking  was 
undoubtedly  a  piratical  taking.  But  in  its  origin,  in  its  position  before  the  Court,  in  the 
mode  of  the  recapture,  in  short,  in  all  the  concomitant  circumstances,  the  case  is  very 
peculiar.  I  was,  therefore,  in  the  absence  of  decided  cases,  obliged  to  recur  to  and  rely  on 
for  my  guidance,  those  principles  which  lie  at  the  basis  of  all  law.  And  I  do  not  think 
I  shall  be  acting  unbecomingly  in  referring  for  a  few  moments  to  those  principles. 

The  right  of  self-defence  is  one  of  the  fundamental  attributes  of  an  independent  State, 
and  the  principles  which  regulate  its  conduct  towards  other  States  have  their  foundation 
in  a  higher  phUosophy  than  that  which  underlies  the  municipal  or  positive  law.  The  latter 
implies  a  ruler  to  prescribe,  and  a  subject  to  obey.  An  independent  State  recognizes  no 
superior,  acknowledges  no  authority  paramount  to  its  own.  Underneath  international  law 
lies  the  ultima  ratio  Regum.  Every  independant  State  determines  for  itself,  as  exigencies 
arise,  what  shall  be  the  penalty  for  infractions  of  the  law  which  it  prescribes.  The 
Sovereign  whose  territorial  rights  are  violated  by  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  a  friendly  State 
is  not  bound  to  appeal  for  reparation  to  (what  might  be)  the  tardy  justice  to  be  conceded 
hy  that  State.  If  those  subjects  or  citizens  are  within  its  territory,  it  will  inflict  on  them 
its  own  penalty,  in  its  own  mode.  An  independent  State  is  not  circumscribed  by  the 
limits  which  are  essential  to  the  administration  of  municipal  law,  since  by  it  the  agents  of 
the  community  protect  from  the  aggression  of  the  wrong- doer  the  individuals  of  which  it  is 
composed.  Then  if  one  of  the  Queen's  subjects  had  violated  the  Municipal  law  as  flagrantly 
as  the  captors  of  the  ^'  Chesapeake"  have  outraged  the  international  law,  and  such  violation 
would  have  (as  it  unquestionably  would)  justly  subjected  the  offending  vessel  to  forfeiture, 
shall  those  who  have  violated  the  higher  law  be  subjected  to  a  less  penalty  ?  Assuredly 
not. 

Then  as  to  the  right  disposal  of  the  forfeited  vessel.  It  were  derogatory  to  the  Royal 
dignity  to  add  the  proceeds  of  property  which  had  belonged  to  the  citizens  of  a  friendly 
nation  to  the  privy  purse  of  the  Queen,  and  it  would  as  little  become  the  honour  of  the 
British  nation  to  make  profit  out  of  their  misfortune. 

What  more  appropriate  mode  of  dealing  with  this  vessel  and  cargo,  then,  than  to 
restore  them  to  their  original  owners ; — not  as  a  favour  to  them,  but  as  an  act  of  justice  to 
i;he  offended  dignity  of  the  Crown ;  not  as  recognizing  any  right  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  require  such  restoration,  but  as  a  fit  punishment  of  the  offenders,  and 
^warning  to  others.  The  law  which  the  Queen  and  the  Parliament  have  prescribed  to 
enforce  the  observance  of  her  neutrality  is  to  be  found  in  Her  Majesty's  Proclamation,  and 
in  the  statute  under  the  authority  of  which  it  was  issued.     Is  the  offence  which  I  have 
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suggested  against  the  Municipal  law,  or  can  any  offence  be  more  serious  than  that  by  which 
the  British  nation  might  be  drawn  into  the  sad  contest  which  has  desolated  and  is  still 
desolating  one  of  the  fairest  portions  of  the  earth  ? 

By  the  affidavits  on  which  I  granted  the  warrant,  it  is  certain  that  the  **  Chesapeake," 
if  a  prize  at  all,  is  an  uncondemned  prize.  For  a  belligerent  to  bring  an  uncondemned 
prize  into  a  neutral  port,  to  avoid  recapture,  is  an  offence  so  grave  against  the  neutral 
State  that  it  ipso  facto  subjects  that  prize  to  forfeiture.  For  a  neutral  State  to  afford  such 
protection  would  be  an  act  justly  offensive  to  the  other  belligerent  State. 

The  *' Chesapeake"  was  brought,  not  iwtb  one^rt  only,  but  into  several  of  the  ports 
of  this  Province  ; — not  openly,  but  covertly ;  not  in  her  proper  name,  but  in  a  false  name. 
Still  farther,  they  who  thus  invaded  the  Queen's  territory  surreptitiously  landed  and  sold 
therein  a  considerable  portion  of  her  cargo,  making  no  distinction  between  those  parts  of 
it  which  were  owned  by  the  subjects  of  Her  Majesty,  and  those  belonging  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States ;  and  instead  of  vindicating  the  rights  which  it  was  asserted  for  them 
at  the  bar  they  possessed,  they  (after  landing  on  the  shores  of  this  Province,  and  thus 
being  under  the  protection  of  British  law)  have  long  since  fled  from  and  are  still  fugitives 
from  it. 

These  are  the  facts  on  which  I  deemed  it  right  to  recommend  at  once  that  the  vessel 
should  not  be  unladen  or  removed  from  the  custody  of  the  Provincial  Government,  in 
order  that  she  might  be  restored  intact  to  her  owners.  I  then  thought, — I  still  think, 
that  it  would  not  consist  with  the  dignity  of  Her  Majesty,  though  the  captiu'e  had  been  a 
lawful  one,  to  hold  valid  a  plea  on  behalf  of  these  persons.  The  facts  I  have  just 
mentioned  must  have  been  admitted,  for  they  are  in  their  nature  incontrovertible. 

This  Court  has  no  prize  jurisdiction,  no  authority  to  adjudicate  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Confederate  States,  or  the  citizens  of  either  of  these  States.  Yet,  if  a 
claim  to  the  vessel  and  cargo  could  have  been  sustained,  all  further  jurisdiction  on  my 
part  over  them  must  have  ceased,  and  they  must  have  been  further  disppsed  of  by  compe- 
tent authority,  and  il  would  have  in  that  case  been  my  duty  to  have  examined  into  the 
question  of  prize.  As  the  case  at  present  stands,  I  am  rightfully  exercising  jurisdiction ; 
for  the  facts  disclosed  by  the  affidavits  as  to  the  actual  takipg  of  the  vessel  from  the 
master  and  crew  beyond  all  doubt  constitute  a  piratical  taking.  The  effect  of  upholding 
the  plea  of  these  captors  might  possibly  be  that,  notwithstanding  their  gross  misconduct, 
the  vessel  and  cargo  might  be  left  to  them.  For,  as  his  Honour  the  Administrator  of  the 
Provincial  Government  had  directed  the  vessel  and  cargo  to  be  brought  into  this  Court  for 
adjudication,  he  could  hardly  then  have  resumed  possession  for  any  purpose.  Impressed, 
then,  by  these  strong  convictions,  as  such  a  condition  is  dispensed  with  by  the  Advocate- 
General,  I  will  not  myself  volunteer  to  impose  (as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  restoration 
of  the  property)  that  their  owners  shall  give  bail  to  answer  prospective  claims ;  for,  if  I 
am  rightly  informed,  the  amount  to  be  required  would  be  at  the  least  80,000  dollars,  and 
to  insist  on  such  bail  might  be  equivalent  to  a  refusal  to  restore  the  property. 

Unlading  the  vessel,  and  the  incident  expenses,  have  rendered  their  rateable  adjust- 
ment a  matter  of  great  difficulty ;  a  difficulty,  to  be  sure,  which  might  be  overcome  by 
my  decreeing  a  particular  appraisement  and  valuation  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  to  be  made 
by  the  Marshal,  and  a  subsequent  reference  to  the  Registrar  and  merchants.  After  a 
careful  consideration,  however,  of  this  part  of  the  case,  I  think  it  not  unjust  to  order  that 
the  costs  and  expenses  (except  only  the  costs  of  these  claimants  whose  property  is  to  be 
delivered  to  them  here,  which,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Advocate-General  appertaining 
thereto,  they  are  to  pay)  be  paid  by  the  owners  of  the  vessel,  leaving  to  them  to  adjust 
and  seek  repayment  thereof  from  the  shippers,  insurers,  and  other  persons  chargeable 
therewith.  If  this  were  an  ordinary  case  of  recapture  from  pirates,  the  prescribed  salvage 
would  have  been  one-eighth  of  the  value  of  the  property,  and  this,  on  the  value  of  the  vessel 
alone  (which,  I  am  informed,  is  more  than  60.000  dollars),  would  have  been  7,000  dollars, 
and  the  owners  of  both  vessel  and  cai^  have  been  fortunate  that  they  were  not  destroyed 
at  sea,  and  so  wholly  lost  to  them.  It  is  unnecessary  to  recur  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
recapture.  It  suffices  to  remark  that  the  taking  was  not  an  ordinary  piratical  capture.  It 
is  even  possible  not  to  have  been  a  case  of  piracy  at  all.  This  Court  would  stultify  itself 
were  it  to  affect  ignorance  of  what  is  patent  to  everybody,  namely,  that  those  who  wrested 
the  '*  Chesapeake  "  from  the  master  and  crew,  are  at  the  present  moment  in  the  adjoining 
Province  of  New  Brunswick,  asserting  that  they  made  the  capture  as  citizens  of  and 
parties  duly  authorized  by  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  that  they  have 
produced  documents  and  proofs  thereof  before  Magistrates  there  duly  invested  with  the 
right  .to  determine  the  validity  of  their  claim,  so  fiar  at  least  as  affects  their  alleged 
piratical  character.  I  allow  this  claim,  and  will  decree  a  writ  of  restitution  when  moved, 
to  be  given  to  the  claimants  upon  payment  of  the  costs  and  expenses,  as  I  have  before 
specified. 
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The  Registrar  will  estimate  as  accurately  as  he  can  the  amount  which  will  certainlj 
cover  the  whole  costs  and  expenses,  to  be  paid,  dS  I  have  directed,  by  the  vessel,  and  upon 
that  amount  being  paid  into  the  Bank  of  BHtish  Notth  America,  the  Bank  of  deposits  c^ 
this  Court,  he  will  issue  the  writ  of  restitution  i6  the  owners  of  the  vessel.  And  he  will, 
by  orders  on  the  said  bank,  pay  to  the  several  parties  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  aach 
sums  as  he  may  have  taxed  and  allowed,  and  the  remainder,  if  any,  he  shall  return  to 
the  said  owners.  In  like  manner  he  is  to  tax,  and  allow  and  cause  to  be  paid  by  tfae 
claimants  of  that  part  of  the  cargo  which  has  been,  is,  or  is  to  be  delivered  here,  all  tbeir 
^osts,  and  the  costs  of  the  Advocate-General  appertaining  to  their  claims.  The  Registrar 
will  cause  this  Judgment  to  be  inserted  in  one  of  the  City  newspapers,  and  he  will  also 
cause  to  be  printed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  affidavits  in  this  cause  are  printed,  this 
Judgment,  and  also  my  remarks  thereon  of  the  18th  January  and  10th  instant,  and  attacli 
copies  thereof  to  this  Judgment,  and  also  copies  of  the  said  affidavits.  And  the  Registrar 
will  include  in  his  bill  the  charge  for  the  printing  done  and  to  be  performed  in  this  cause 
against  the  vessel,  and  pay  the  same  to  Alpin  Grant^  Esq.,  the  Printer  of  this  Court,  oat 
of  the  sum  to  be  deposited  as  aforesaid  in  the  Bank  of  British  North  America. 


Court  of  Vice- Admiralty. 

Halifax,  January  13,  1864. 

THIS  Court  met  to-day  for  the  consideration  of  this  case.  On  taking  his  seat,  the 
Judge  directed  the  Registrar  to  cause  the  affidavits  on  which  the  warrant  of  arrest  was 
granted,  and  as  the  case  proceeded,  any  other  material  documents,  to  be  printed  by  the 
Queen's  Printer,  for  the  use  of  the  Court  and  for  transmission  to  England.  He  also 
ordered  that  officer  to  ascertain  if  a  competent  shorthand  writer  could  be  procured,  as  he 
should  require  on^  on  every  important  hearing ;  and  (remarking  that  the  fees  alloted  to 
the  Judge  by  the  fee-table  were,  in  all  cases,  of  very  trifling  amount),  he  desired  the 
Registrar  neither  to  receive  nor  charge  any  fees  for  him  in  this  case. 

His  Lordship  then  said  • — 

*'  On  ordinary  occasions  it  is  of  little  moment  what  mistakes  are  made  by  those  who 
report  the  proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Justice,  but  in  the  present  it  is  incumbent  on  me,  so 
far  as  I  can,  to  prevent  even  a  temporary  misapprehension  of  the  course  I  shall  pursue.  I 
have  therefore  reduced  to  writing  what  I  endeavoured  to  express  on  Saturday  last,  merely 
observing  that  1  did  not  then  modify  any  doctrine  I  stated  at  the  outset  of  my  remarks, 
nor  do  I  intend  to  do  so  now. 

"  It  is  not  at  all  extraordinary  that  gentlemen  unacquainted  with  the  law  and  practice 
of  a  Court  which  are  in  many  particulars  peculiar  to  itself,  and  which  during  time  of  peace 
is  very  unfrequently  called  upon,  to  misapprehend  both.  Bufc  this  case  not  only  brings 
before  me  (incidentally  to  be  sure,  but  still  calls  for)  examination  and  application,  the 
principles  of  international  law,  and  has  besides  also  excited  great  interest  and  attention  in 
the  United  States  of  America.  I  am  naturally  desirous  that  what  I  do  or  say  as  a  Judge 
in  it  should  be  accurately  stated  by  the  press.  Now,  in  the  first  place,  I  have  to  remark, 
that  it  is  in  this  Court  open  to  the  Judge  in  any  stage  of  the  proceedings,  especially  where 
the  rights  of  the  Crown  are  or  may  be  involved  in  it,  to  indicate  to  the  parties  the  proper 
course  to  be  pursued,  and  upon  the  facts  before  him,  if  they  cannot  be  gainsay ed  (and 
those  on  which  I  have  formed  my  opinion  cannot  be  gainsayed)  to  call  their  attention  to 
the  view  of  the  law  applicable  thereto,  which  has  occurred  to  him.  It  is  his  duty, 
therefore,  sometimes  to  interfere  ex  officio,  as  did  the  most  eminent  of  my  predecessors, 
Sir  Alexander  Croke,  in  the  case  of  the  '  Herkimer,*  in  which  he  said :  ^  It  is  quite  in 
accordance  with  the  constitution  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  for  the  Judge  to  itidicate 
ex  officio  to  the  parties  any  view  which  may  seem  to  have  an  important  bearing  aa 
Uieir  rights,'  adding,  *  such  proceedings  must  necessarily  be  governed  by  the  discretion  rf 
the  Court.' 

*'  Now  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  aflSdavit  on  which  I  granted  the  warrant  are,  that  the 
'Chesapeake'  and  cai^o  were  forcibly  taken  on  the  high  seas  from  those  who  wertf 
conducting  her  from  New  York,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  to  her  port  of  destii^tion, 
Portland  (she  being  a  steamer  carrying  passengers,  and  a  cargo  owned  by  several  shippeis^ 
some  British  and  some  citizens  of  the  United  States),  by  a  number  of  persons  w1k>  had 
gon6  on  board  as  passengers  at  New  York.  That  one  of  her  crew  was  then  dain  by  theiOh 
That  those  persons  brought  her  into  several  of  the  ports  of  this  Province,  giving  her  a  false 
name.  That  they  landed  and  sold  a  considerable  part  of  her  cargo.  That  they  ent^^ 
and  remained  in  Sambro  Harbor,  within  a  short  distance  from  this  port,  and  oa  the 
approach  of  a  ship  of  war  of  the  United  States,  left  the  vessel  and  fled  to  the  shore,  and 
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while  there  with  fire-arms  forcibly  resisted  process  issued  against  them  by  lawful  authoritiai 
here,  signifying  that  on  any  attempt  being  made  to  arrest  them  they  would  use  them ; 
and,  finally,  that  they  are  all  now  fugitives  from  justice.  Unexplained,  these  circumstanc^t 
certoinly  constitute  a  piratical  taking,  and  such  as  reqmred  me  to  grant  a  warrant  to  arrest 
the  vessel  and  cargo.  Vague  assertions  and  rumours  to  the  effect  that  this  taking  of  li^ 
and  this  capture  were  the  acts  of  duly  authorized  belligerents,  furnish  no  reply  to  such  a 
case.  Indeed,  Mr.  Ritchie  suggested  it  as  possible,  and  addressed  me  as  amicus  curia  only. 
With  reference  to  the  principles  he  propounded,  they  lie  on  the  very  surface  of  international 
law ;  and  if  those  persons  are  really  entitled  to  the  character  asserted  for  them,  we  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  they  should  be  prompt  to  vindicate  that  character  before  a  British 
THbunal  such  as  Her  Majesty's  Supreme  Court,  on  whom  they  might,  I  am  sure,  rely  for 
protection,  if  the  law  entitled  them  to  protection. 

"  Now  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  over  cases  of  piracy  is  exclusive^ 
for  the  Crown  hzsjure  coronce  as  droits  of  Admiralty  the  absolute  right  of  goods  belonginff 
to  pirates,  and  also  to  those  found  in  their  possession  if  not  claimed  by  their  owners  and 
proof  made  of  their  title.  Until  such  claim  is  established  they  must  remain  in  the  custody 
of  this  Court.  At  the  end  of  a  year,  they  are,  if  no  claim  is  preferred,  condemned  to  the 
Crown  as  droits  of  Admiralty.  Moreover  this  Court  is  bound  to  see  that  salvors  are 
properly  rewarded.  In  the  present  case  no  such  claim  is  preferred,  or  if  preferred,  it  would 
not  be  listened  to  for  a  moment. 

^^It  is  not  for  me  to  deal  with  the  gross  outrage  on  the  liberty  of  our  fellow-subjects, 
and  the  contemptuous  and  coarse  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  proclamation  and  her  territorial 
rights,  perpetrated  by  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States.  We  may  rest  assured  that 
these  are  in  safe  in  the  hands  of  Earl  Russell,  a  statesman  who  has  ever  been  foremost  in 
vindicating  the  rights  of  his  countrymen  in  every  part  of  the  world.  I  do  not  doubt  that 
his  Lordship  will  promptly  demand  that  ample  reparation  be  made  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  I  confidently  anticipate  that  that  Government  will  as  promptly 
disavow  and  apologize  for  the  conduct  of  their  officers,  and  make  full  reparation  to  the 
sufferers.  I  think,  too,  we  have  all  reason  to  be  gratified  that  our  gracious  Sovereign  has 
been  so  fitly  represented  in  the  recent  emergency  by  her  Representative,  General  Doyle. 
With  the  courtesy  natural  to  him,  and  the  spirit  and  decision  which  his  high  office  and  duty 
as  a  soldier  taught  him,  his  prompt  measures  to  obtain  the  release  of  our  fellow-subjects  so 
ignominiously  treated,  cannot  but  secure  to  him  the  gratitude  of  every  Nova  Scotian. 

"  From  the  first  I  thought  it  probable  that  the  case  would  come  before  me,  and 
therefore  I,  as  carefully  as  I  could,  considered  the  principles  which,  if  it  should,  must 
govern  my  proceedings.  I  knew,  indeed,  that  though  his  Honour  the  Administrator  of 
the  Government  might,  as  Representative  of  the  Queen,  possibly  direct  the  vessel  and 
cargo  to  be  delivered  at  once  to  their  respective  owners,  yet  for  him  to  do  this  without 
waiting  for  the  instruction  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  I  also  knew  would  be  assuming 
a  very  gi-ave  responsibility.  Besides,  this  case  is  primce  impressionism  and  in  many  of  its 
aspects  full  of  difficulties.  Prima  facie,  the  facts  before  his  Honour,  and,  of  course,  submitted 
to  his  legal  adviser,  the  Advocate-General,  exhibited  an  undoubted  case  of  piracy.  But  it 
was  well  to  pause  before  presenting  it  to  this  Court  as  such,  in  order  that  all  the 
<Hrcumstances  should  be  fully  ascertained.  Moreover,  the  nature  of  the  cargo  shipped  by 
British  owners  as  well  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  rendered  it  extremely  difficult  for 
the  local  Government  to  aid  his  Honour,  since  they  had  no  authority  to  administer  an  oath 
to  the  claimants,  and  no  machinery  to  effectively  ascertain  their  respective  rights.  What 
the  GtDvernment  could  do,  they  did  promptly  and  well,  and  by  their  vigilance  and  activity 
much  of  the  goods  clandestinely  landed  from  the  *  Chesapeake '  have  been  saved  for  the 
owners. 

^'  Looking,  then,  at  the  cireumptances  of  this  case,  I  (in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion 
of  which  I  have  already  spoken)  thought  it  well,  with  a  view  to  preventing  further  delay 
and  saving  the  heavy  expense  attendant  on  this  litigation,  to  suggest  at  the  outset  to  the 
parties  the  course  which  the  incontrovertible  facts  of  the  case  has  led  me  to  adopt,  viz., 
that  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  should  conjcdu  their  claims,  instead  of  presenting 
separate  claims,  and  thereby  render  unnecessary  the  unlading  the  cargo,  and  enable  the 
vessel  at  once  to  resume  her  original  voyage.  I  had  previously  directed  the  Marshal  not  to 
take  the  rigging  from  or  otherwise  dismantle  the  vessel,  but  to  wait  on  His  Honour  the 
Administrator  of  the  Government  and  the  authorities  at  the  Dockyard  and  the  Provincial 
Government,  and  ask  them  to  permit  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  that  part  of  the  cargo  the 
possession  of  which  had  been  obtained  by  the  officers  of  the  Provincial  Government,  to 
remain  as  at  present  until  some  further  order  should  be  made  therein  by  this  Court,  and 
this  was  immediately  conceded. .  I  granted  the  decree  of  unlivery  for  which  the  Advocate- 
General  moved,  to  be  used  at  his  discretion,  and  directed  the  respective  claimants  to  confer 
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with  each  other,  and  to  submit  their  proofe  to  him  preparatory  to  their  moving  for  the 
restoration  of  their  property.  On  this  occasion  Mr.  Wylde,  the  Proctor  of  one  of  them, 
ngnified  his  client's  desire  that  his  portion  of  the  property  should  be  delivered  here. 
Appearances  on  behalf  of  the  vessel  and  parts  of  the  cargo  have  been  filed  (I  take  it  for 
granted  the  proctors  have  filed  their  proxies,  duly  authenticated) ;  but  no  appearance  has 
been  given  for  the  allied  captors. 

^'  In  the  course  of  his  address,  Mr.  Ritchie  suggested  that  but  for  fear  of  his  being  delivered 
upon  the  demand  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States^  under  the  Extradition  Treaty, 
the  principal  person  engaged  in  the  capture  would  appear  openly  and  make  a  claim. 
Captures  lawfully  made  by  a  belligerent  may,  by  subsequent  misconduct  of  the  captors,  in 
respect  to  such  captures,  so  divest  themselves  of  their  vested  right  as  to  take  from  them  the 
aid  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty.  Now  the  consideration  of  such  a  claim  as  Mr.  Ritchie 
suggests,  though  but  an  incident  of  the  cause  over  which,  in  virtue  of  its  constitution  and 

Eower,  it  has  and  exercises  original  jurisdiction,  calls  on  me  to  proceed  upon  the  common 
iw  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  enlarged  principles  of  iutemational  law  which  guide  this 
Court,  in  contradistinction  to  those  ciccumscribed  techuicalities  and  rules  which  obtain 
in  other  Courts.  Yet,  even  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Law  and  Equity,  we  have  the  maxims 
that  '  a  man  must  come  into  Court  with  clean  hands ;'  *  that  he  who  seeks  must  do 
equity,'  and  the  like.  A  mere  reference  to  the  Admiralty  Reports  will  show  that  such 
subsequent  misconduct  has  the  effect  I  have  mentioned.  More  than  sixty  years  ago.  Sir 
Alexander  Croke  decided,  not  on  a  statutable  provision,  but  on  the  common*  law  of  the 
Admiralty,  in  the  case  of  *  La  Reine  des  Anges,'  that  the  right  of  the  captor  to  a  prize 
which  had  vested  in  him,  was,  by  his  subsequent  conduct,  in  respect  to  the  captured  vessel, 
wholly  divested,  and  he  condemned  her  as  forfeited  to  the  Crown  jure  coronw. 

•*  Now  the  course  of  proceedings  in  this  Court  in  this  case,  as  prescribed  underacts  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  will  be  this :  The  Proctor-General,  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  wfll 
file  a  libel,  setting  forth  therein  as  piratical  acts  all  the  circumstances  I  have  detailed ;  and 
f  any  claim  be  put  in  either  on  behalf  of  the  person  to  whom  Mr.  Ritchie  referred,  or  oi 
ihe  Confederate  States — assuming  that  the  latter  have  such  a  corporate  character  as  to  give 
them  a  right  as  a  nation  to  a  locus  standi  in  this  Court  (as  to  which  I  will  say  nothing 
more  at  present),  and  assuming  further  that  the  ^  Chesapeake '  was  lawfully  captured,  then 
those  circumstances  must  be  all  admitted  by  the  plea  of  such  a  claimant. 

*'Now  by  Clause  3  of  Section  12  of  our  Rules,  it  is  prescribed  to  the  Judge  as  hia 
duty  '*  to  reject  immediately  all  pleas  which,  if  assumed  to  be  true,  will  not  justify  him  in 
pronouncing  a  decree  for  the  party  pleading  such  plea,'  for  in  this  Court  both  parties  are 
actors.  The  effect  of  my  decreeing  such  a  plea  to  be  valid  would  be  to  deliver  the  vessel 
and  property  to  the  claimant.  But  am  I,  sitting  as  the  Judge  of  a  Court  of  Admiralty,  and 
representing  Her  Majesty  in  it,  to  sustain  the  plea  of  men  who  have  violated  her 
proclamation  of  neutrality,  offered  an  affront  to  her  dignity ;— of  men  who,  claiming  to 
be  belligerents  and  not  seeking  the  privileges  which  the  courtesy  of  neutral  Powers  extend 
to  belligerent  vessels,  but  who  have  grossly  and  wilfully  and  stealthily  violated  her 
territory,  and  sold  goods  therein ; — ^who  have  with  revolvers  and  lawless  force  violently 
resisted  on  the  same  territory  the  officers  seeking  to  execute  the  process  of  her  magis- 
trates ;  and  who  are  at  this  moment  fugitives  ?  If,  indeed,  these  people  had  entered  this 
port  claiming  the  privileges  usually  accorded  to  belligerent  vessels  by  neutral  States,  then 
the  principles  referred  to  might  perhaps  have  been  invoked  on  their  behalf  before  a  tribiuud 
authorized  to  consider  them.  But  this  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  has  no  such  authority, 
except,  as  I  have  said,  as  incidental  to  the  jurisdiction  which  it  rightly  exercises  in  cases  of 
piracy.  Among  the  principles  I  have  referred  to,  is  that  one  by  which  neutral  property,  not 
being  contraband,  found  by  belligerent  captors  on  board  of  a  prize,  is  restored  to  the 
neutral  owners.  But  unless  the  view  of  the  course  I  propose  to  pursue  be  correct,  1  have 
no  authority  to  decree  a  delivery  of  that  claimed  in  this  case  by  British  owners ;  still  less, 
if  possible,  to  order  the  vessel  to  be  restored  to  her  owners. 

^'  I  trust  that  a  judicial  career  of  now  nearly  eighteen  years  has  enabled  the  Bar  to 
believe  that  I  am  capable  of  altering  my  opinion,  when  Counsel  shows  that  it  is  erroneoua. 
I  confess,  as  at  present  advised,  I  should  feel  it  my  duty  to  reject  such  a  plea  ;  and  had 
the  facts  been  capable  of  being  controverted  or  materially  modified  on  which  my  opinion 
is  founded,  I  should  have  studiously  refirained  from  expressing  it  at  this  early  stage  of  the 
cause.  But  the  rights  of  British  owners  are  concerned,  large  expenses  are  being  daily 
incurred,  and  I  am  desirous,  as  I  have  said,  to  diminish  them,  and  to  expedite  those 
proceedings.  The  conduct  pursued  by  the  persons  who  seized  the  '  Chesapeake,'  after 
the  seizure — ^though  it  were  a  lawful  seizure — has,  as  I  think,  by  international  law, 
rendered  their  prize  subject  to  forfeiture  to  Her  Majesty  to  be  deaV  wiih  as  to  her  may 
seem  fit" 
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At  the  close  of  the  proceedings  his  Lordship  informed  the  Advocate- General  that 
onder  the  facts  before  him,  unless  they  were  altered  by  evidence,  he  would  treat  it  as  a  case 
of  piracy  throughout. 

Court  of  Vice-Admiralty. 

Halifax,  February  10,  1864. 

ON  taking  his  seat  upon  the  Bench,  his  Lordship  stated,  that  the  appointment  of  a 
Printer,  and  of  a  Short-hand  Reporter,  to  the  Court,  having  been  recently  authorized,  he 
had  appointed  Mr.  A.  Grant  to  tiie  first  named  office,  and  Mr.  John  J.  Bourinot  to  the 
latter ;  whereupgn  the  fi^strar  of  the  Court  presented  to  the  respective  parties  the 
Commissions  which  his  Lordship  had  been  pleased  to  grant. 

On  granting  the  motions  for  writs  of  restitution  of  such  parts  of  the  cargo  of  the 
'^  Chesapeake ''  as  were  claimed,  and  their  claims  allowed  on  Friday,  the  5th  of  February, 
his  Lordship  remarked : — 

''  What  I  have  said  and  done  in  this  cause  has  been  greatly  misunderstood  and  mis- 
represented,  and  it  is  of  much  importance  that  this  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  prevented 
from  again  occurring.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  well  to  reduce  to  writing  what  I  have  to 
say  in  decreeing  these  writs  as  prayed.  It  has  been  thought,  for  example,  that  my 
proceedings  will  be  in  effect  deciding  in  favour  of  the  demands  made  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  upon  the  Governments  of  this  and  the  adjoining  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  for  the  delivery,  under  the  Extradition  Treaty,  of  the  captors  of  the 
*  Chesapeake '  as  pirates.  But  with  questions  or  rights  under  that  Treaty,  this  Court  has 
no  concern, — no  authority  to  interfere,  directly  or  mdirectly.  And  the  view  I  have  taken 
of  the  case  before  me  can  and  could  in  no  wise  affect  that  demand,  even  if  it  were  invested 
with  full  authority  to  adjudicate  upon  it.  I  grant  these  writs,  and  I  am  prepared  to  decree 
the  same  writs  in  order  to  the  restoration  of  the  vessel  and  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  to 
their  original  owners,  upon  due  proof  of  their  title  to  them  and  payment  of  the  costs  and 
expenses  which  have  been  incurred.  Those  which  have  now  been  preferred  I  will  examine 
and  pronounce  thereon  on  Saturday  next  It  will  be  recollected  that  at  the  commencement 
of  these  proceedings  I  stated  that  in  my  view,  assuming  the  captors  of  this  vessel  to  be 
lawfully  authorized  belligerents,  they  had  forfeited  their  rights ;  that  I  could  not,  therefore, 
entertain  a  plea  on  their  behalf,  and  that  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  was  to  restore 
the  vessel  and  cargo  to  their  original  owners.  Subsequent  research  and  reflection,  and 
circumstances  which  have  since  occurred,  have  confirmed  this  view,  and  also  enabled  me  to 
state  that  in  my  early  announcemaoit  of  it  I  rightly  exercised  the  discretion,  which  is 
constitutionally  reposed  in  a  Judge  of  a  Court  of  Admiralty.  Still,  if  these  opinions  be 
erroneous,  they  can  be  readily  corrected.  This  Court  (though  it  administer  its  functions 
in  Halifax)  is  an  Imperial  Tribunal,  acting  by  the  authority  of  Acts  oi  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  and  guided  by  international  and  maritime  as  well  as  municipal  law ;  and  from 
its  decrees  an  appeal  lies  to  the  highest  appellate  tribunal  but  one  in  the  Empire.  If, 
therefore,  these  captors  have  the  rights  which  it  has  been  suggested  at  the  Bar  belongs  to 
them,  the  Confederate  Government  and  its  agents  can  have  no  difficulty  in  effectively 
vindicating  them.  The  announcement  of  those  views  was  received  with  but  scant 
deference.  They,  especially  the  intimation  that  the '  Chesapeake '  and  her  cargo  should 
be  forthwith  restored  to  their  owners,  were  promptly  denounced  as  inconsistent  with  that 
common  sense,  the  application  of  which,  it  was  said,  to  legal  problems,  was  all  that  was 
required  for  their  solution.  This  reception  of  them  troubled  me  but  little,  as  I  felt  that  no 
personal  disrespect  could  be  intended ;  but  the  conduct  of  a  portion  of  the  press  in  these 
Colonies  has  given  me  great  concern.  Free  and  fearless  criticism  of  the  proceedings  of 
Courts  of  Justice,  sUcb  (and  such  only)  as  one  sees  in  the  great  leading  organs  of  public 
opinion  in  England,  is  an  essential  corrective  of  these  proceedings.  But  the  circumstances 
of  this  case,  it  is  well  known,  have  excited  the  most  angry  feelings  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  the  epithets  and  strictures,  and  the  unworthy  motives  and  conduct  imputed  to 
this  Court,  and  to  myself  as  Judge  of  it,  are  as  unpatriotic  as  they  are  un-English,  for 
they  can  have  no  other  tendency  than  to  exasperate  these  feelings,  and  justify  alike  the 
Confederates  and  the  Federals  in  treating  with  contempt  any  decree  which  it  may 
pronounce.** 

Motions  were  then  made  by  the  several  Counsel  in  reference  to  the  vessel  and  cargo, 
after  which  his  Lordship  stated  that  on  Monday  next  he  would  give  Judgment,  which  would 
be  in  the  nature  of  a  final  decree  in  the  case.  The  Court  then  adjourned  till  Monday  next 
at  11  o'clock. 


[157]  N 
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Plpovince  of  Nova  Scotia 

In  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  of  Halifax. 

APPEARED  personally,  James  William  Johnston,  of  Halifax,  in  the  said  Province, 
Barrister-at-Law,  Advocate  and  Procurator*Gencral,  and  being  duly  sworn  to  depose  the 
truth,  did  make  oath  and  say :— - 

That  a  steam*ship  called  the  *^  Chesapeake, "  was  lately  brought  into  the  harbour  of 
Halifax,  and  surrendered  to  the  Provincial  authorities  by  A.  G.  Clary,  Esq^  as  Commander 
in  the  United  States'  Navy,  in  command  of  the  United  States*  war-steamer  *'  Dacotah,"  who 
represented  that  the  said  steamer  '^  Chesapeake*"  had  been  tak^i  possession  of  in  the 
harbour  of  Sambro,  in  this  Province,  by  the  United  States'  gun-boat  **Ella  and  Annie.  '* 

That  application  was  made  by  the  Acting  United  States'  Consul  to  hk  Honour  the 
Administrator  of  the  Government,  for  a  warrant  under  the  Extradition  Treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  the  Act  of  Parliament  made  for  giving  effect  to 
the  Treaty  to  authorize  proceedings  for  the  extradition  of  certain  persona  c^argeid  with  an 
act  of  piracy  in  seizing  the  said  steamer  ''  Chesapeake''  on  the  high  seas,  and  the  killing  of 
a  man  belonging  to  her ;  and  afterwards  a  warrant  was  issued  by  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Hali&x,  for  the  arrest  of  these  three  persons  or  some  of  thaB,  on  certain  affidavits,  of  wh^ 
copies  marked  a,  b,  c,  are  hereto  annexed,  as  appears  by  reference  to  the  proceedings  in 
that  behalf  had  before  the  Mayor.  That  the  signature  and  addition  to  the  jurat  of  the  said 
three  affidavits,  ^*  P.  C.  Hill,  Mayor  and  J*  P./'  are  of  the  proper  handwriting  ci  Philip 
Carteret  Hill,  the  Mayor  of  the  said  city,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  the  same,  with 
which  this  deponent  is  well  acquainted. 

That  the  said  aflSdavits  were  made  and  the  last- mentioned  warrant  issued  thereon,  on 
a  charge  alleged  of  piracy  and  murder  on  board  the  said  steamer  on  the  high  sea8<»  and  her 
capture  Aom  the  possession  of  the  master  under  whose  control  she  was  sailing,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  the  arrest  of  the  parties  accused  under  the  said  Treaty  and  Act  of 
Pmrliament,  with  a  view  to  their  Extradition.  And  the  said  affidavits,  being  the  foundation 
for  the  said  warrant,  cannot  be  procured  to  annex  hereto,  but  remain  with  the  said  Major 
in  the  proceedings  had  or  which  may  be  had  before  him  thereon,  and  the  deponent  sa^ 
that  he  has  carefully  collated  and  compared  the  paper  writings  hereto  annexed,  marked  a. 
By  and  c,  with  the  said  original  affidavits,  and  that  the  said  paper  writings  respectively  are 
true  and  correct  copies  of  the  said  original  affidavits. 

And  further,  the  deponent  saith,  that  from  reports  received  from,  and  investigations 
made  by  officers  of  the  revenue,  under  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Provincial 
Oovemmept,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  said  steamer  '^Chesapeake"  after  her 
capture  was  brought  to  Nova  Scotia  by  her  captors,  and  was  taken  into  the  ports  of 
Shelburne  and  La  Have,  where  quantities  of  her  cargo  laden  at  New  York  were  landed^  a 
portion  at  La  Have,  under  permit  of  a  custom-house  officer,  acting  without  due  consi- 
dilution  or  authority,  and  the  remainder  secretly,  and  without  the  pretence  of  authority^ 
and  in  violation  of  the  revenue  laws  of  this  Province.  That  of  the  former,  property  of 
oon^derable  value  has  been  arrested  in  Halifax,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Provinciid 
Government..  The  two  officers  of  the  Provincial  Customs  were  sent  from  Halifax  to 
discover  and  secure  as  much  of  the  cai^  of  the  "  Chesapeake'^  as  possible,  by  whom  a 
small  portion  was  recovered,  which  is  also  under  the  charge  of  provincial  authorities.  That 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  cargo,  it  is  understood,  romains  on  board. 

And  the  deponent  saith  that  the  said  steam*ship  '^Chesapeake"  and  portiona  of  her 
cargo  are  now  held  by  the  provincial  authorities,  subject  to  all  such  rights  and  reqMmsi* 
Mities  as  legally  attach  thereto,  and  to  such  judicial  decision  thereon  as  may  be  la??ially 
made  in  the  premises. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  JOHNSTON. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  sixth  day  of  January,  a.d.  1864. 

(Signed)  Jamxs  R.  Smith,  Regirtrmr  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Comrt 

at  HaUfwK. 


(A.) 
UifttUax. 

THE  deposition  of  James  Johnston  :— 

I  was  chief  engineer  on  board  the  steam-ship  '*  Chesape^^,"  bound  from  New  York 
to  Portland.  There  were  twenty  passengers  on  board.  At  half-past  1  o'ckick  on  tiie 
morning  of  the  7th  December,  being  off  Cape  Cod,  had  just  gone  off  watch,  I  was  waked 
up  by  report  of  pistols  and  some  person  screaming ;  I  went  on  deck,  found  the  first 
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assistiml-eiigmear  dead.  I  raised  bka  up  and  asked  what  was  the  matter;  got  no  r^yt 
and  went  below,  where  I  was  shot  in  the  chin  by  a  passenger  named  Brooks ;  I  heard 
Brooks  tell  a  man  when  we  were  in  La  Have  river^  that  he  had  £red  five  or  six  shots  and 
had  killed  the  first  assistant-engineer.  After  I  had  got  the  shot  in  the  chin,  I  went  across 
the  engine-room  and  found  die  mate  tiiere.  I  asked  him  what  was  going  on  ;  he  told  me 
that  he  was  shot  in  two  places ;  I  saw  the  wounds  afterwards.    Mr.  Braine,  commonly 

called  J.  C.  Braine,  Lieutenant  Parr,  David  Collins,  Brooks,  Isaac  Tredwell,  two 

brothers  by  the  name  of  Moore,  two  brothers  by  the  name  of  Cox,  Kenny,  George 

Wade,  George  Sayers,  — —  Seeley,  William  Harris,  took  charge  of  the  ship,  and  put  the 
captain  in  irons,  and  told  us  wc  were  all  prisoners  to  the  Confederate  flag,  and  hoisted  the 
Confederate  fiag  in  Shelbume.  They  compelled  me  to  stay  with  them,  being  the  engineer. 
Part  of  the  cargo  was  sold  in  different  ports  on  the  shore.  Never  saw  any  commission  to 
Braine,  or  uniform  on  any  of  the  men.  The  persons  above-named  wore  pistols,  and 
guarded  me  while  on  my  watch ;  they  all  were  concerned  in  the  capture  of  the  ship. 

(Signed)  JAMES  JOHNSTON. 

Sworn  to  at  Halifax  this  18th  day  of  December,  a.d.  1863. 
Before  me, 
(Signed)  P.  C.  Hill,  Mayor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


(B.) 

AND  this  deponent,  George  G.  Ames,  being  duly  sworn,  saith : — I  belong  to  Maine.  1 
was  cabin  boy  on  board  the  steamer  "Chesapeake.'*  She  started  from  New  York  for 
Portland,  at  3  o'clock  on  Saturday  afternoon.  On  the  following  Monday,  about  half- 
past  1  o'clock,  I  was  sleeping  in  the  back  part  of  the  ship  on  a  lounge  with  the  cook, 
and  was  awoke  by  a  scuffling  on  deck.  I  asked  the  cook  what  the  trouble  was  ;  he  said 
they  were  taking  in  sail ;  next  I  heard  the  report  of  pistols  on  deck,  and  groans.  I  rushed 
to  the  companion,  and  was  told  to  surrender  to  the  Southern  Confederacy,  by  the  men  who 
guarded  it.  I  then  went  back  behind  the  companion  way ;  the  guard  told  me  if  I  would  be 
peaceftil  I  should  be  landed  with  the  passengers  and  crew,  and  treated  well.  Soon  after. 
Lieutenant  Parr^came  down  ;  I  asked  him  what  the  matter  was ;  he  said  we  were  prisoners 
to  the  Confederate  States.  I  asked  liim  who  was  killed  ;  he  told  me  the  second  engineer  was 
dead  and  overboard.  None  of  the  persons  were  in  uniform.  We  ran  down  to  Grand 
Manan^  remained  there  about  four  hours.  Braine  ordered  the  boat  down,  and  went  ashore; 
came  on  board  shortly  after  and  ordered  the  ship  under  weigh  about  5  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  About  ten  miles  fit)m  St.  John  we  were  put  on  board  the  pilot-boat  and  taken 
to  St.  John.  I  could  identify  the  whole  of  them,  but  did  not  know  their  names;  they 
compelled  three  firemen  and  two  engineers  to  remain  on  board  when  the  rest  of  th^ 
passengers  and  crew  were  put  on  board  the  pilot-boat. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  G.  AMES. 

Sworn  to  at  Halifax,  this  18th  day  of  December,  a.d.  1863. 
Before  me, 
(Signed)  P.  C.  Hill,  Mayor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


(C.) 

AND  this  deponent,  Mary  V.  Burgoyne,  of  Jersey  city,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  on 
her  oath  saith  m  ftillows : — ^I  was  stewardess  on  board  thesteamer  **  Chesapeake."  There 
were  twenty  passengers  on  board,  all  men.  On  Monday  morning,  December  7,  at  half-past 
1  o'clock,  I  heard  some  person  come  into  the  cabin.  I  looked  out,  saw  the  mate,  Charles 
Johnston^  going  into  the  pantry ;  while  he  was  there  I  heard  the  noise  of  a  pistol  in  the 
engine-room;  saw  the  state-room  from  the  pantry  to  the  engine-room.  1  shut  my  door, 
and  afterwards  heard  a  great  number  of  pistol  shots;  some  one  knocked  at  my  door — it  was 
the  cook,  he  asked  if  I  was  frightened ;  I  said  no.  I  asked  if  all  hands  were  killed ;  he  §aid 
no,  but  that  we  were  prisoners  to  the  Confederates,  and  while  we  behaved  well  nothing 
would  happen  tons.  About  2  o'clock,  Captain  Willet,  the  master  of  the  *' Chesapeake/' 
came  to  my  room  and  knocked ;  he  was  in  irons.  He  told  me  not  to  be  frightened,  that  he 
had  begged  them  to  let  me  be ;  the  chief  engineer  came  next  and  told  me  the  same  thing. 
Parr,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  rebels,  came  with  him,  and  also  told  me  so,  that  he  would 
land  us  at  the  fiwt  place  he  came  to.     Next  day  at  5  o'clock  we  were  sent  on  shore  in  a 
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Eilot-boat  to  St.  John,  except  the  chief  and  third  engineers,  and  three  firemen^  who  were 
ept  on  board.    Four  of  the  passengers  were  put  on  board  the  pilot-boat,  and  theremainder 
sixteen,  stayed  on  board  the  '^  Chesapeake;"'  their  names  were  Henry  C.  Braine^  otherwise 
J.  C.  Braine,  Henry  A.  Parr,  Geoi^e  Brooks,  George  Sayers^  otherwise  George  Robinson^ 
George  Moore,  Robert  Carr,  Robert  Cox,  Gilbert  Cox,  James  Kinney,  James  Wilson, 

otherwise  George  Wade,  Robert  Moore,  Collins,  Seely,  William  Harris,  and 

■  Osburncs  who  piloted  the  ship  from  Cape  Cod  to  Grand  Manan.  These  ware  the 
sixteen  that  remained  on  board  when  >ve  left ;  they  were  all  concerned  in  the  capture  of  the 
steams.  Nodc  of  them  wore  uniforms,  and  I  saw  no  flag  at  any  time ;  they  were  all 
armed ;  three  of  a  guard  in  the  cabin  at  night,  and  one  in  daytime. 

(Signed)  MARY  V.  BURGOYNE. 

Sworn  to  at  Halifax,  this  18th  day  of  December,  a.d.  1863. 
Before  me, 
(Signed)  P,  C.  Hill,  Mayor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

In  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  of  Halifax. 

APPEARED  personally,  William  Henry,  of  Halifax,  in  the  County  of  Halifax,  and 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  engineer,  and  Alexander  Henry,  of  Halifax,  in  the  said  Coimty 
and  Province,  engineer,  and  each  of  them  being  duly  sworn  to  depose  the  truth,  did  each, 
for  himself  severally,  make  oath  and  say : — That  they  are  brothers,  natives  of  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  and  natural-born  subjects  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain^ 
and  each  for  himself  says  that  he  has  never  been  naturalized  in  or  come  under  the 
allegiance  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  any  other  foreign  kingdom.  That  they  left 
Scotland  together  about  eleven  years  ago,  and  went  to  the  United  States,  but  they  have 
been  principally  in  the  British  North  American  provinces,  where  they  have  worked  at  their 
business  of  engineers,  on  shore  or  on  board  of  steamers,  and  have  lately  resided  at  Halifax, 
in  Nova  Scotia.  That  on  Wednesday,  the  1 6th  day  of  December  last,  they  were  requested 
by  a  person  with  whom  they  were  unacquainted,  to  engage  on  board  a  steamer  represented 
to  be  then  in  Sambro  Harbour,  about  sixteen  miles  from  Halifax,  as  engineers,  and  being 
out  of  employment,  these  deponents  entertained  the  proposal  so  far  as  to  settle  on  the 
amount  of  their  wages,  and  agree  to  visit  and  inspect  the  vessel,  upon  the  understanding 
that  if  satisfied  with  her  they  would  enter  into  written  articles  there,  and  if  not  satisfied 
would  return  to  Halifax. 

That  upon  this  underetanding,  these  deponents  left  Hali&x  on  board  the  schoon^* 
"  Investigator,"  laden  with  coals  for  the  said  steamer,  about  1 1  o'clock  on  th^  Wednesday 
night,  and  reached  Sambro  about  half-past  3  o'clock  on  the  next  morning,  being  Thurs- 
day, the  17th  day  of  December  last,  when  the  schooner  went  alongside  a  steamer  which 
was  lying  at  anchor  a  little  inside  of  the  mouth  of  Mud  Creek,  within  Sambro  Harbour,  and 
within  the  County  of  Halifax,  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia.  That  these  deponents 
understood  the  said  steamer  to  be  the  vessel  called  the  *'  Chesapeake,"  that  had  been 
captured  a  short  time  before  off  the  American  coast.  That  a  person  was  on  board  who  was 
called  the  captain,  and  appeared  to  be  in  charge  of  the  steamer,  and  to  have  command  of 
his  crew,  and  these  deponents  heard  him  give  instructions  for  putting  the  coal  from  the 
schooner  into  the  steamer.  That  the  deponents  soon  after  turned  into  berths  in  a  state- 
room in  the  steamer's  cabin,  and  went  to  sleep ;  and  the  deponent  William  Henry  says, 
that  between  7  and  8  o'clock  next  morning,  on  the  same  17th  day  of  December,  he  was 
aroused  by  a  person  calling  and  saying  that  a  gun-boat  was  approaching,  whereon  the  said 
deponent  William  Henry  went  on  deck,  and  perceived  a  steamer  about  three  miles  off,  and 
within  Sambro  Light-house  Island,  approaching  in  a  direct  course  towams  the  "  Chesa* 
peake*' ;  that  the  said  deponent  found  great  confusion  to  prevail  on  the  deck  of  the 
**  Chesapeake,"  where  the  men  were  employed  in  clearing  a  boat  and  other  preparations 
for  leaving  the  vessel,  with  several  shore  boats  alongside.  The  captain  in  conmiand  of  the 
'^  Chesapeake  "  was  on  deck,  and  ordered  the  said  deponent  on  his  coming  up  to  get  up 
steam,  who,  in  obedience  to  that  command,  went  below  into  the  fire-room,  and  then  shut 
the  furnace  doors,  the  fires  being  on  but  damped,  and  after  being  below  about  five  minutes 
the  said  deponent  came  on  deck,  when  he  observed  the  approaching  steamer  coming  up  the 
harbour,  still  steering  toward  and  then  within  about  two  miles  from  the  *'  Chesapeake." 
That  on  coming  on  deck  on  this  second  occasion,  the  said  deponent  found  that  the  captain 
and  all  the  crew  had  left  the  "  Chesapeake,'*  and  were  then  in  boats  proceeding  toward 
the  shore,  where  they  all  landed  imd  disappeared,  and  the  schooner  "  Investigator  "  had 
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hauled  off  and  come  to  an  anchor  about  400  or  500  yards  from  the  **  Chesapeake/'  That 
the  steamer  ^  Chesapeake ''  all  this  time  was  at  anchor  about  200  or  300  yards  from  the 
shore,  with  a  small  cove  a-head;  further  into  which  the  schooner  "  Investigator  *'  moved 
'  and  anchored,  as  aforesaid ;  the  schooner,  when  so  at  anchor,  being  about  300  or  400 
yards  from  the  shore.  That  after  the  said  deponent  came  on  deck,  this  second  time,  and 
after  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  *'  Chesapeake  '*  had  left  her,  several  persons  remained  on 
board,  who  represented  themselves  to  have  belonged  to  the  crew  cf  the  '*  Chesapeake  '* 
before  and  at  her  capture ;  one  of  whom,  when  the  gun-boat  had  necired  the  "  Chesapeake  ** 
to  within  a  short  distance,  and  was  still  approaching  her,  and  wlnn  the  captain  and  crew 
had  left  the  vessel  and  made  their  escape  as  aforesaid,  hoisted  the  United  States'  flag,  the 
Union  down,  and  after  it  had  floated  for  two  or  three  minutes  in  that  manner  hauled  it 
down  and  re-hoisted  it  with  the  Union  up.  That  the  approaching  steamer,  which  proved 
to  be  the  United  States'  gun-boat  "  Ella  and  Annie,"  came  alongside  the  "  Chesapeake,'*' 
and  a  number  of  armed  men  came  from  the  gun-boat  on  board  the  '^  Chesapeake,"  andl 
took  possession  of  her.  And  this  deponent,  the  said  Alexander  Henry,  says  that  while  he 
was  still  in  his  berth  an  officer  with  a  drawn  sword  came  into  the  cabin  where  he  lay,  and . 
ordered  the  deponent  to  rise  and  come  on  deck,  which  he  did.  And  these  deponents  say, 
that  while  on  ihe  deck  of  the  **  Chesapeake,*'  being  questioned  by  a  person  they  understood  . 
to  be  the  captain  of  the  '^  Ella  and  Annie,"  tbey  informed  him  they  were  British  subjects,, 
resident  in  Halifax,  and  had  only  come  on  board  the  **  Chesapeake  "  early  that  morning 
for  the  purpose  of  engaginq:  as  onjErincers,  should  they  approve  the  condition  of  the  vessel 
tfnd  her  machinery ;  and  the  ciip^iiieei'  wlio  had  belonged  to  the  *'  Chesapeake  *'  before  her 
capture  informed  the  said  captain  of  the  "Ella  and  Annie"  that  these  deponents  had  only 
come  on  board  that  morning,  and  were  not  connected  with  those  who  had  been  concerned 
in  the  capture  of  the  **  Chesapeake."  Nevertheless,  these  deponents  were  ordered  by  an 
officer  of  the  said  gun-boat  to  go  on  board  of  her,  which  they  were  compelled  to  do,  and 
where  they  were  immediately  heavily  ironed,  both  on  the  wrists  and  ancles ;  and  soon 
afterwards  a  man  was  put  with  them,  and  also  placed  in  irons,  who  they  understood  from 
persons  on  board  the  gun- boat  had  been  taken  from  on  board  the  schooner  '*  Investigator," 
in  the  said  harbour. 

That  while  the  said  two  steamers  lay  together  in  Mud  Creek,  as  aforesaid,  coals  were 
shipped  from  on  board  the  gun-boat  into  the  *'  Chesapeake  ;  "  and  in  three  or  four  hours 
after  the  gun-boat  had  taken  possession  of  the  '*  Chesapeake  '*  the  two  steamers  were  got 
under  weigh,  and  these  deponents  were  informed  by  some  of  the  crew  of  the  gun-boat  that 
they  were  bound  for  Boston,  and  at  a  later  period  that  the  course  had  been  changed  for 
Halifax,  by  order  of  another  United  States'  man-of-war  they  had  fallen  in  with.  That  these 
deponents,  together  with  the  said  other  prisoner,  who  they  understood  was  called  Wade, 
were  kept  on  board  the  said  gun-boat  *'  Ella  and  Annie  "  in  close  confinement,  and  heavily 
ironed  on  the  arms  and  legs,  for  over  fifty  hours;  and  on  Saturday,  the  19th  day  of 
December  last,  they  and  the  said  Wade,  all  being  handcuffed,  were  brought  up  and  put  into 
a  boat  under  charge  of  an  officer  and  part  of  the  crew  of  the  *^Ella  and  Annie,"  and  were 
taken  to  the  Queen's  Wharf,  at  Halifax,  when  by  the  said  officer  they  were  delivered  to  the 
Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Halifax,  by  whose  direction  the  said  officer  caused  their  handcuffs 
to  be  taken  off,  and  the  Sheriff  thereupon  declared  them  to  be  free.  And  these  deponents 
say  that  their  clothing,  contained  in  a  large  trunk  and  canvass  bag,  was  on  board  the 
schooner  "  Investigator  '^  when  the  '*  Chesapeake  '*  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  gun- 
boat. That  they  were  informed  by  the  said  Wade  that  a  number  of  trunks  and  other 
property  had  been  taken  by  the  men  of  the  gun-boat  from  the  schooner,  and  brought  on 
board  the  gun-boat,  among  which,  from  the  description  he  gave,  were  the  clothes  of  these 
deponents.  That  these  deponents  applied  to  Mr.  Gunnison,  the  United  States'  Acting 
Vice-Consul,  for  the  restitution  of  their  clothes,  on  Saturday,  the  19th  day  of  December 
last,  who,  in  the  presence  of  their  counsel,  John  W.  Ritchie,  Esquire,  promised  they 
should  be  delivered  to  them,  and  stated  that  the  **  Ella  and  Annie  *'  would  not  leave 
Halifax  before  Monday.  That  the  said  vessel  left  on  the  Saturday  night,  and  on  Monday, 
on  applying  to  Mr.  Gunnison  for  their  clothes,  he  denied  that  he  had  promised  to  get 
them,  and  the  deponents  have  lost  their  said  clothes,  to  the  value  of  100  dollars. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  HENRY. 

ALEXANDER  HENRY,  his  X  mark. 

Sworn  before  me  (the  same  having  been  read  over  to  the  deponent),  this  fourth  day  of 
January,  a.  d.  1864. 

(Signed)  Jame^  R.  Smith,  Registrar,  Vice-Admiralty  Court  at  Halifax. 
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In  ti»  Vice-AdaMraltf  Court  of  Halifioc 

APPEARED  personally,  John  E.  Holt,  of  Halifax,  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scofia, 
master  mariner,  and  heing  duly  sworn  to  depose  the  truth,  did  make  oath  and  say  that  he 
is  a  native  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  a  natural-horn  subject  of  Great  Britain, 
and  has  never  heen  naturalized  or  acknowledged  allegiance  to  any  other  State.  And  he 
Mys  that  being  the  owner  and  master  of  the  schooner  ''  Investigator/*  of  twenty-five  tons 
burthen,  he  was  engaged  to  take  a  load  of  coal  to  a  steamer  lyins  at  Sambro ;  and  on 
Wednesday  the  16th  day  of  December  last,  at  about  1 1  o'clock,  he  left  Halifax  in  the  said 
schooner  with  a  load  of  coal  and  reached  Sambro  at  3  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning.  That 
a  steamer  was  then  lying  in  the  mouth  or  entrance  of  Mud  Cove,  a  harbour  inside 
of  Sambro  headlands,  and  about  200  or  300  yards  from  the  shore,  and  in  a 
situation  where  she  was  conspicuous  to  vessels  passing  into  or  out  of  the  harbour  of 
Halifitx. 

That  the  deponent  placed  his  schooner  alongside  of  the  steamer,  and  commenced 
transhipping  the  coal  as  he  had  been  directed  to  do  at  Halifax,  being  assisted  by  the  a:^w 
of  the  steamer.  That  about  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  last-mentioned  day,  the 
deponent  saw  a  steamer  off  Sambro  steering  westwardly,  but  which  as  soon  as  she  had 
opened  the  harbour  bore  up  north,  and  stood  right  in  and  toward  the  first- mentioned 
steamer  and  the  deponent's  schooner.  That  the  crew  of  the  steamer  alongside  of  which 
the  deponents  vessel  was  lyiqg,  and  which  the  deponent  understood  to  be  the 
''Chesapeake,"  when  it  became  apparent  that  the  steamer  outside  was  bearing  toward 
them,  made  their  escape  to  the  shore,  having  put  a  number  of  chests,  a  quantity  of  loose 
clothing,  and  other  articles  on  bqard  the  schooner,  and  the  deponent  hauled  his  schooner 
off  and  proceeded  about  400  yards  further  into  the  harbour  and  came  to  anchor.  That 
there  remained  on  board  the  '*  Chesapeake  **  several  men  whom  deponent  understood 
had  belonged  to  her  original  crew  before  her  capture  off  the  American  coast,  of  which 
deponent  had  heard.  That  after  the  deponent  had  hauled  off  from  the  ^'Chesapeake** 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  one  of  the  men  on  board  hoisted  the  United  States'  flag 
upside  down,  the  approaching  steamer  being  about  400  yards  distant  from  the  "  Chesa 
peake,"  and  bearing  towards  her ;  in  a  few  minutes  the  fllag  on  board  the  *^  Chesapeake  " 
was  hauled  down  and  hoisted  with  the  Union  up,  by  which  time  the  approaching  steamer, 
w1>ich  proved  to  be  the  United  States'  gun-boat  *'  Ella  and  Anna,"  was  close  to  the 
"Chesapeake,"  and  which  vessel  she  immediately  afterwards  boarded. 

That  about  an  hour  afterwards  a  boat  with  seven  armed  men  came  on  board  the 
deponent's  schooner.  That  the  officer  in  command  having  ordered  his  men  to  open  the 
hatches  the  deponent  demanded  his  authority,  when  the  oflScer  placed  his  hand  uposi  his 
pistol  and  said,  ''  This  is  my  authority,"  and,  at  the  same  time,  three  of  the  men  presented 
their  pistols  at  the  deponent.  That  some  of  the  boarding  party  remained  on  deck  with 
pistols  in  their  hands,  while  others  went  below;  they  ransacked  the  schooner  throughout, 
and  took  away  a  large  number  of  trunks,  bags,  and  loose  clothes,  and  any  articles  they 
could  find  that  they  supposed  belonged  to  the  men  who  had  been  on  board  the 
^'Chesapeake,"  including  the  chest  and  bag  of  two  men  named  Henry,  who  had  gone  down 
in  the  schooner  from  Halifax.  That  they  also  made  prisoner  of  and  caiTied  away  a  man 
whose  name  deponent  afterwards  understood  was  Wade,  who  came  on  board  the  schooner 
from  the  "Chesapeake**  when  the  gun-boat  was  approaching.  That  this  deponent 
remonstrated  with  the  officer  in  command  of  the  boat's  crew  against  the  outrages 
committed  on  board  his  vessel,  who  replied  that  deponent  had  better  be  quiet  or  he  would 
make  a  prisoner  of  him  and  take  him  to  Boston,  where  he,  deponent,  would  make  a  good 
witness. 

(Signed)  JOHN  E.  HOLT. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  4th  day  of  January,  a.d.  1864. 

(Signed)  Jambb  R.  Smith,  Registrar^  Vice-Admiralty  Court  at  Halifax. 


Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

In  the  Vice-Admu^ty  Court  of  Halifax. 
Halifax,  ss. 

APPEARED  personally,  Patrick  Conners,  of  New  York,  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  fireman,  and  being  duly  sworn  to  depose  the  truth,  did  make  oath  and  say: 
That  in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  the  5th  day  of  December  last,  he  sailed  in  the  capacity 
of  fireman,  on  board  the  steam-ship  ''  Chesapeake,'*  from  New  York,  bound  to  Portland, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


in  the  State  of  Maine,  in  the  United  Stated,  with  passengers  and  freight  on  board.  That 
the  said  steamer  had  been  and  was  then  employed  as  a  regular  packet,  for  the  conveyance 
of  freight  and  passengers  between  New  Yorik  and  Portland.  That  while  on  the  said 
'  voyage,  and  off  Cape  Cod,  at  about  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  7th  day 
of  December  last,  this  deponent  being  on  duty  in  the  fire-room,  four  men  armed  witn 
pistols  rushed  into  the  fire-room,  and  seized  the  deponent,  and  put  him  in  irons,  having 
first  fired  a  pistol  dose  to  him.  That  the  second  engineer,  named  Shaffer,  having  come 
into  the  fire-room,  and  inquired  the  cause  of  the  disturbance,  one  of  the  men  fired  a  pidtol 
at  or  near  him,  upon  which  the  said  Shaffer  raised  his  hands  to  his  face  and  ran  out  of  the 
fire-room  calling  ror  the  captain.  That  this  deponent  remained  in  the  fire-room  in  irons 
fat  about  one  hour  and  a  half,  during  which  time  three  of  the  four  said  armed  fUtm 
continued  to  move  between  the  fire-room  and  engine-room.  That  the  fires  having  got 
low,  the  deponent  was  released  from  irons  and  ordered  by  the  said  party  to  attend  to  the 
fires,  and  one  of  them  stood  over  him  with  a  pistol  to  see  that  he  did  so,  and  from  tiiat 
time  until  the  *'  Chesapeake  *'  was  brought  from  Sambro  to  Halifax,  he  the  deponent,  two 
other  firemen,  the  assistant  engineer  and  the  chief  engineer,  belonging  to  the  said  vessel, 
when  she  left  New  York,  were  compelled  to  attend  to  the  fires  and  engines  under  a  guard 
of  armed  men.  That  from  the  time  when  the  party  of  armed  men  seized  the  deponent, 
and  put  him  in  irons  in  the  fire-room,  as  before  mentioned,  the  said  vessel  continued  under 
the  control  and  direction  of  the  said  party,  and  those  who  acted  with  them  from  that  time, 
until  taken  possession  of  at  Sambro  by  the  United  States'  gun-boat  ^'EUa  and  Annie,"  on 
Thursday,  the  1 7th  day  of  December  last. 

That  after  the  capture  of  the  '^Chesapeake,''  as  before  mentioned,  a  number  of 
passengers  who  had  left  New  York  in  her,  her  captain  and  all  her  crew,  except  the  fi^* 
piersons  above  mentioned,  were  sent  on  shore  at  New  Brunswick.  That  the  deponent  and 
the  rest  of  the  said  five  persons  were  desirous  and  demanded  to  leave  the  *'  Chesapeake^' 
at  the  same  time,  but  were  forcibly  detained  on  board  by  the  persons  in  whose  charge  she 
flien  was,  and  that  a  person  came  on  board  about  that  time  who  assumed  the  command 
of  the  vessel,  and  of  the  party  by  whom  she  had  been  captured.  That  the  said  steamer 
*•  Chesapeake"  was  afterwards  taken  into  Shelbume  in  Nova  Scotia,  where  she  remained 
over  the  night,  and  during  that  night  a  quantity  of  goods,  part  of  her  cargo  from  New 
York,  were  taken  out  of  the  vessel  and  carried  on  shore,  as  this  deponent  is  fully  assured 
from  the  movements  he  heard  on  board  the  vessel,  and  the  conversation  of  the  crew. 
That  from  Shelbume  the  steamer  was  taken  into  La  Have,  where  she  remained  over  two 
nights,  and  when  also  was  taken  out  of  her  and  carried  on  shore,  a  quantity  of  her  cargo, 
as  this  deponent  is  perfectly  assured,  by  the  means  aforesaid.  That  part  of  these  goods 
were  taken  out  while  the  vessel  lay  up  the  river  of  La  Have,  nearly  abreast  of  a  large 
church,  and  she  afterwards  dropped  down  the  river  and  lay  all  night  at  or  near  the  mouth 
of  tbe  river,  and  during  that  night  a  vessel  came  alongside,  into  which  goods  from  the 
'^  Chesapeake  '*  were  put,  and  a  vessel  had  also  been  alongside  of  her  for  the  same  purpose 
at  Shelbume. 

That  while  at  Sambro,  the  deponent  was  informed  by  the  chief  engineer  that  he 
and  the  four  other  men,  including  this  deponent,  who  had  belonged  to  the  '^  Chesapeake  " 
when  she  left  New  York,  were  to  be  put  on  shore  at  Sambro,  in  consequence  of  two 
raigineers  having  been  engaged  at  Halifax,  and  two  firemen,  and  in  consequence  this 
deponent  and  his  said  comrades  prepared  thdr  chests  for  leaving  the  vessel ;  but  before 
the  arrangement  could  be  carried  into  eflfect,  the  United  States'  gun-boat ''  Ella  and  Annie  '* 
came  in  sight,  and  when  it  was  seen  that  she  was  bearing  down  towards  the  **  Chesapeake,'' 
the  crew  of  that  vessel  made  their  escape  on  shore,  leaving  on  board  the  five  men  of  her 
Miginal  crew,  and  two  engineers  who  had  come  from  Halifax.  That  after  the  officers  and 
erevr  who  had  command  and  charge  of  the  '*  Chesapeake"  had  left  the  vessel,  and  while 
the  gun-boat  was  rapidly  approaching  the  ''  Chesapeake,"  the  chief  engineer  hoisted  the 
United  States*  flag  with  the  Union  down,  and  when  she  had  got  nearly  alongside,  re-hoisted 
it  with  the  Union  up. 

That  the  **Ella  and  Annie''  put  a  crew  and  pilot  on  board  the  '* Chesapeake,'' 
ttid  the  two  vessels  got  under  way  and  left  Sambro  together;  on  the  said 
17th  day  of  December.  That  the  deponent  was  aware  that  the  *^  Ella  and  Annie,*' 
some  time  after  ah©  had  been  under  way  fi-om  Sambro,  was  spoken  by  another  vessel, 
whiiii  he  leaitit  to  be(tbr  Ucdted  States'  man-of-war  ''  Dacotah,''  but  what  passed  he  could 
not  hear,  and  cannot  say.  And  the  deponent  saith  that  when  the  said  steamer 
•'  Chesapeake  "  was  under  weigh  leaving  Shelbume,  the  deponent,  while  passing  from  the 
forecastle  te  the  firo'gsom.-saw  the  Confederate  flag  flying  at  the  main  peak. 

(Signed)  PATRICK  CONNERS. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  6th  day  of  January,  a.d.  .864. 

(Signed)  James  R.  Smith,  Registrar,  Vice-Admiralty  Court  at  Halifax. 
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No.  27. 

7%«  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Major-Oeneral  Doyle. 

^^'  T  tjAXTT?   L    !_  Downing  Street,  March  12,  1864. 

i  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  18th  of 
February,  transmitting  papers  by  wliich  it  appears  that  the  Judge  of  the  Vice- Admiralty 
C!ourt  at  Halifax  has  decreed  the  restoration  of  the  '*  Chesapeake''  and  her  cargo  to  the 
owners. 

The  afl&ir  being  thus  brought  to  a  conclusion,  I  am  happy  to  take  the  opportunity  of 

conveying  to  you  an  entire  approval  of  your  proceedings  throughout  this  difficult  case. 

Your  conduct  is  considered  by  Her  Majesty's  Government   to  have   been   altogether 

becoming  and  proper,  and  to  have  adequately  vindicated  the  honour  and  dignity  of  Her 

1  Majesty's  Crown,  without  neglecting  anything  which  was  due  to  the  Government  of  the 

I  United  States. 

I  have^  &c. 
(Signed)            NEWCASTLE. 
P  ; : 


No.  28. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  lAeutenant-Govemor  Gordon. 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  March  12,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  by  papers  which  have  reached  me  from 
Major-General  Doyle,  it  appears  that  the  Judge  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  at  Halifax  has 
decreed  the  restoration  of  the  **  Chesapeake"  and  her  cargo  to  the  owners. 

I  am  happy  to  take  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  that  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  which  you  had  occasion  to  adopt  in  connection  with  this  difficult  case  have  met 
with  the  entire  approval  of  Her  Majesty*s  Government. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  NEWCASTLE. 

No.  29. 

Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  March  11,  1864. 

I  HAVE  received  and  considered,  in  communication  with  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  the  further  correspondence  respecting  the  case  of  the  "  Chesapeake  '*  inclosed  in 
your  despatch  of  the  1  st  of  February. 

The  observations  which  you  make  in  that  despatch  on  the  tenour  of  Mr.  Seward's 
note  of  the  18th  of  January,  which  forms  one  of  its  inclosures,  appear  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  be  well  founded ;  but  as  the  case  would  seem  to  be  disposed  of  by  the 
Judgment  of  the  Colonial  Court  directing  that  the  *'  Chesapeake  '^  and  her  cargo  should  be 
restored  to  the  owners,  there  is  less  necessity  for  dwelling  on  the  erroneous  views  which 
M.  Seward  puts  forward  in  his  note. 

Mr.  Seward  can  hardly  be  ignorant  that  so  far  as  the  extradition  of  the  men,  whom 

he  assumes  to  have  been  pirates,  is  concerned,  it  would  have  been  improper,  and  was  in 

fact  impossible,  for  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  to  proceed  otherwise  than  in  the  course 

pointed  out  by  law ;  neither  can  Mr.  Seward  seriously  intend  to  suggest  that  the  Provincial 

Government,  charged  with  the  duty  of  vindicating  Her  Majesty's  territorial  rights,  when 

those  rights  had  been  invaded  in  a  manner  for  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States 

d  it  necessary  to  apologize,  could  have  adopted  or  ratified  the  unauthorized 

P  power  oyer  the  persons  found  on  board  the  "Chesapeake"  by  which  the 

f  Her  Majesty's  rights  was  accompanied  and  aggravated. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 
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Ncsa  ' 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell — {Received  March  [  6.)      *» 

My  h9X^  WashingtoHy  February  29,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  despatch  addressed  by 
Mr.  Seward  to  the  United  States'  Consul  at  Halifax,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  this 
Government,  while  it  adheres  to  the  opinion  thftt  the  delivery  of  the  ''  Chesapeake''  ought 
to  have  been  made  at  once  by  executive  authority,  is  nevertheless  gratified  with  the  just 
and  friendly  proceedings  of  the  officer  administering  tfee  Government  of  Nova  Scotia^  and 
appreciates  the  enlightened  and  impartial  spirit  by  wnieh  the  Viee- Adnnralty  Court  has  been 
guided  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Beward  gave  me  a  copy  of  this  despatch  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  authorized 
me  1o  communicate  it  to  yemr  Lordship  ai^d  to  Majpr-Gepenil  Doyle.  I  send  a  copy  of  it 
to  the  Major-General  to-day. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  i^  copy  of  {t  note  in  which, 
in  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  yoiji*  Lordship's  despatch  of  tht  9l4 
instant,  I  have  informed  Mr.  Seward  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  accept  the  apology  <rf 
the  United  States  for  the  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  territory  committed  by  the  United 
States'  officers  in  pursuit  of  the  "  Chesapeake.'' 

I  have^  &c. 
(Signed)     .       LYONS. 


Inelosure  1  m  No.  80. 
HV.  Beward  U  Mr.  Jackson. 


Sir,  Washington,  February  f4,  18S4. 

YOUR  despitteh  of  February  \f  has  been  received.  I  lepm  h^igi  it  that  the 
Gontt  6f  Vi($e^ Admiralty  hasr  decreed  that  the  ^'Chesapeake''  and  har  cargo  shall  be 
Mivered  to  hev  owner,  en  th4  i^iidifion  of  ttieii^  paymmt  of  costs. 

yndep  th^  PftesidenVs  direotiens  I  shall  make  this  proceeding  the  subject  of  ft 
communication  to  Her  Majesty's  Government.  In  the  meantime  I  tmnk  It  not  Improper 
to  inform  you  that  this  Government,  while  it  adheres  to  the  opinion  that  the  delivery  of 
the  <(  Chesapeake  ''  ought  to  have  been  made  promptly  and  unconditionally  by  executive 
authority,  is  nevertheless  gratified  with  the  just  and  fi-iendly  proceedings  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  in  the  premises,  and  appreciates  the  enlightened  and 
impartial  spirit  by  which  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  has  been  guided  in  a  case  attended 
with  some  embarrassment  and  much  local  excitement. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  be  informed  of  your  views  in  regard  to  the  necessity 
for  a  convoy  of  the  "  Chesapeake." 

I  am,  &c.  

(Signed)  W*  H.  SEWARD. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  30. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Sir,  Washington^  February  29, 1864. 

HER  Majesty's  Government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  notes  which  you 
did  me  the  honour  to  address  to  me  on  the  18th  of  December  last^  and  on  the  9th  of  last 
month,  respecting  the  case  of  the  "  Chesapeake.'' 

The  readiness  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  make  all  proper 
and  suitable  reparations  for  the  acts  of  its  officers  which  was  manifested  by  the  first  of 
these  notes,  has  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  insist  upon  the 
question  which  it  would  otherwise  have  been  their  duty  to  discuss  at  once  with  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  namely,  the  wilful  and  flagrant  violation  of  Her 
Majesty's  territory  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States'  cruizer  "Ella  and  Annie.'' 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  having  subsequently  made  by  the  second  note 
a  full  apolo^  for  the  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  territory,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  state 
to  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  accept  that  apology  in  the  same  spuit  in  which  it 
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and  are  truly  glad  that  the  matter  has  been  settled  in  a  manner 
I  parties,  and  calculated  to  improve  the  friendlj  relations  which  Her 
[nent  are  always  anxious  to  maintain  with  the   Government  of  the 

I  have»  &c« 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


No.  31. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  March  17.) 

Washington,  March  4,  1864. 
ice  to  my  despatch  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honour  to  indose 
i  from  Mr.  Seward  acknowledging  with  satisfaction  the  recdpt  of 
29th  ultimo,  in  which  I  informed  him  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
gy  offered  hjr  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  violation  of 
mmitted  hy  its  officers  in  the  case  of  the  ''  Chesapeake.*' 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosnre  in  No.  31. 
Mr.  Seward  ta  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State,  Washington^  March  2,  1864. 
honour  to  acknowledge  with  satisfaction  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
iiich^  referring  to  my  notes  to  you  of  the  18th  of  December  last  and  of 
of  this  year,  respecting  the  case  of  the  ''Chesapeake,"  you  inform 
sty's  Government,  in  view  of  the  readiness  evinced  by  the  Government 
es  to  make  all  proper  and  suitable  reparation  for  the  acts  of  its  officers 
made  for  the  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  territory,  accept  that  apology 
in  which  it  has  been  offered. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  W.  H.  SEWARD. 
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NORTH   AMERICA. 

No.  10.    (1864.) 


DESPATCH 


FBOM 


LORD    LYONS 


REFEBRIN&  TO  THB 


ALLEGED   REPORT 


OF   THB 


SECRETARY    OF    THE    NAVY 


07  THB 


SO-STYLED    CONFEDERATE    STATES. 


Pre$etUed  to  the  House  of  Commons  by  Conmand  of  Her  Majesty,  in  pursuance  of  their 

Address  dated  April  21,  1864. 


LONDON  t 

PRINTED   ST   HABU80N   AND   flOMSi. 
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RETURN  to  an  Address  of  the  Honourable  the  House  of  Ck^mmonsi  dated  April  91, 1864; 


^Copj  of  Lord  Lyons'  Despatch  referring  to  the  alleged  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States." 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  RusselL — (Received  April  3.) 

My  Lard,  Washington,  March  22,  1864. 

IN  my  despatch  of  the  31st  December  last,  I  inclosed  an  extract  from  a  newspaper 
containing  what  purported  to  be  a  copy  of  a  report  of  Mr.  Mallory,  the  Confederate 
Secretary  of  the  Navy.  .  Your  Lordship  will  recollect  that  the  supposed  Report  contained 
passages  avowing  the  attempts  to  organize  an  invasion  of  the  United  States  from  Canada, 
and  giving  details  with  regard  to  ships  of  war  stated  to  be  building  for  the  Confederate 
Govermnent  in  England  and  France. 

Some  stress  has,  as  your  Lordship  is  aware,  been  laid  upon  this  document  by 
Mr.  Seward  in  his  communications  on  the  two  subjects  just  mentioned.  After  alluding  to 
the  importance  which  he  had  attached  to  it,  Mr.  Seward  said  to  me  on  the  19th  instant 
that  he  felt  bound  to  tell  me  that  he  had  just  discovered  that  it  was  a  forgery.  He  had, 
he  said,  taken  considerable  pains  to  discover  whether  it  was  authentic,  when  it  first 
appeared,  and  although  he  had  been  unable  to  procure  any  Southern  paper  containing  it, 
he  had  quite  satisfied  himself  that  it  was  genuine.  Recently,  however,  the  person  by  whom 
it  had  been  concocted,  hearing  of  his  inquiries  about  it,  had  thought  it  right  to  let  him 
know  that  it  had  been  published  originally  as  a  mere  '*  jeu  d'esprit,''  and  that  partly  the 
amusement  which  it  had  afforded  to  see  every  one  taken  in  by  it,  and  partly  the  notion 
that  it  was  injuring  the  Confederate  cause,  had  prevented  an  earlier  avowal  of  the  truth. 

Mr.  Seward  stated  that  it  was  very  remarkable  that  no  disavowal  of  the  supposed 
Report  had,  so  far  as  he  knew,  appeared  in  the  Southern  newspapers.  Its  authenticity 
had  indeed  been  denied  by  Captain  Maury  in  England,  but  Captain  Maury  might  not  have 
had  the  means  of  knowing  for  certain  whether  it  was  really  authentic  or  not.  There  was, 
however,  now  no  doubt,  Mr.  Seward  said,  that  it  was  a  forgery. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 
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NORTH    AMERICA. 

No.  IL     (1864.) 


RETURN 


OF 


CLAIMS   OF   BRITISH    SUBJECTS 


AGAINST  THE 


UNITED    STATES'    GOVERNMENT 


FROM   THB 


COMMENCEMENT    OF     THE     CIVIL    WAR 


TO   THE 


31sT     OF     MARCH,    1864. 


Pretemted  to  the  Hunue  of  Commons  hy  Command  of  Her  Majetty. 

1864. 


LONDON: 
PKIMTID  BT  HARRISON   AND  SONS. 
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Eetum  of  Claims  of  Britisli  Subjects  against  the  United  States'  Govemment 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  War  to  the  31st  of  March,  1864:. 


NAme. 


Bj  wbomt  reported. 


,  Date. 


Gisoimd  of  Claim. 


HoMr  disposed  of. 


1.  Messrs.  £•  Byrne 
and  Co. 


Claimants 


2.  M.  J.  WUson 


3.  Messrs.     Gerard 
and  Armstcong 


4.  Messrs.     J^    L* 
Fhipps  and  Co. 


9.  Messrs.      GiHiat 
and  Co. 


6.   W.  H.  Ross 


7«   Messrs.       Miller 
and  Mossman 

8.  Messrs.    Dalg^ett 

and  Co. 

9.  Messrs.Gilliatand 

Co. 

10.  Messrs..  WatUns 

and  Leigh 

11.  Messrs.  Edwards 

andParbury 

12.  V.  O'B.  O'Connor 


Claiinant 


Claimants 


Lord.Lyonsi 


Claimants 


Claimant 


Lord  Lyons 


Claimant 


13.  Not  reported 

[197] 


Lord  Lyons 


1861 
June    3 


53 


June    4 


June    7 


June    8 


jJune  11 


June  11 


June  13 


13 


14 


20 


67 


Vessel  ^^  Xonmguth**  when  on  a 
voyage  to  Charleston,  with  alter- 
natiTe-  destination  to*  Savannah, 
stopped  by  United  States'  cruizer 
*^  Jftagara  "  and  warned  off  the 
whole  Sbuthem  coast  on  12th  of 
May,  at  which  date  the  blockade 
is  stated  !to  hasre  been  incomplete 

Clum  on  account  of  "  HiUoj*  pre- 
vented f^om  entering  Charleston 
on  12th  May 

*' Susan  G.  Owens"  warned  off 
Soa^em  ooast  bj  United  States' 
ship  ^^  JfiagarOy'*  and  endorse- 
ment made  on  the  register 

Fart  owners  of  carg»  ift  *'  Wnd' 
freeL"  of  Viiginia,  captured  off 
Cape  Henry 

Tobacco  seised  cm  boatd'  *^  ITta- 
watfuit"  and  ^  Crenshaw  "  cap- 
tured foy  breaich  of  blockade 

Injury  to-  property  by  United 
States'  troops 


Capture  of '^^ Hiawatha* 


Compensatibn  refused;  but  the 
United  States'  Government  have 
pn^poaed  to  enter  into  a.  Convene 
tion  to  submit  this  and  similar 
cases  to  a  Mixed  Commission. 
Consideration  of  this  proposal 
defisrred. 


Ditto. 


Informed,  under  advice  of  Law 
OOoers,  that  the  fkott  stated 
would  not  justify  interference. 


Cargo  epodemned^i  Ymk  Messes. 
Phipps'  property  restored  on 
appeal. 

Informed  must  sfplf  to  Pritt 
Court. 


Informed,  under  advice  of  Law 
Officers,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Goveittnent  cannot  interfere 
officially, , but  Lord  Lyons  would 
use  his  g^  offices. 

Condemned!  Sentence  confirmed 
on  appeal.  Representation  ad- 
dressed to  United  States*  Govern- 
ment on  special  circumstances  of 
the  case. 


June  24 


30 


July     1 


1.  Tobacco  seized  in  ^^ Hiawatha  *' 

2.  Tobacco  lyiikg*  at/  Riohmond, 
which  he  was  prevented  from 
exporting  by  the  blockade 

3.  "  Queen  of  England "  simi- 
larly detained  at  Richmond 

Capture  of  «  Tropic  Wind" 


1.  Tobacco  restored. 

2.  Inlbyitte4-  under-  aidhrioe  of'  Law 
Officers,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  coM  not  interfere. 

3.  Ditto. 


Released  by;  Prize  Court. 
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14.  P.  M.  Qttillan    .. 

Lord  Lyons 

15.  Messrs.      Phipps 
and  Co. 

16.  Rostrom,   Dalton 
and  Co. 

Consal  Archibald  . . 

17.  H.  Haynes 

Claimant 

18.  Not  reported      .. 

Lord  Lyons 

19.  J.  C.  Fitipatrick  . 

Ditto      .. 

2a  R.  Mure 

Ditto      .. 

21.  J.  G.  Robinson 


22.  C.  Gravely 
22a.  D.  Evans 


28.  J.  Gray 


24.  J.  D.  Merrilees  • . 


25.  —  Gement 


26.  H.  A.  McLeod  .. 


27.  H.  Horton 


28.  W.  Fatnek 


29.  J.  C.  Rahming  •  • 

30.  Messrs.  Laurie  and 

Co. 

31.  Messrs.  Oraveley 

and  Co. 

32.  W.  Simmes 

33.  R.ReTal 

34.  W.  WillUma      .. 

35.  J.Clifton 


Ditto      .. 


Ditto 


Mr.  Lindsay,  M.P. 


Lord  Lyons 


Ditto 


Ditto      .. 


Ditto      .. 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Claimants 

Lord  Lyons 

Ditto     .. 


Jaly     1 

9 

July  22 

3 

July  23 

2 

July  24 

5 

July  29 

5 

Aug.    1 

7 

Aug.  16 

5 

Aug.  17 

5 

Aug.  19 

9 

Ang.28 

27 

Aug.  26 

9 

Aug.  26 

1 

Aog.  29 

5 

Aiig.29 

U 

Sept   5 

6 

Sept.   5 

5 

Sept.  16 

6 

Sept.  23 

11 

Sept.  23 

13 

Imprisonment  .  • 

Part  owners  of  cargo  of  ci^^tnred 
vessel  **Amy  Warwick** 

Owners  of  cargo  captured  in  Ame- 
rican vessel  **  Por€»t  Kmg  " 

Notice  of  blockade  endorsed  on 
register  of  Ao«eo#"  by  United 
Stetes'  ship  «<  PowhatUm  " 

Capture  of  "AroW**.. 

Imprisonment 

Arrested  when  in  charge  of  a  bag 
of  despatohes  from  Consul  Bunch 


Detmtion  of  his  yacht  ^  Giptyr 
of  New  Orleans,  by  blockading 
squadron 

Capture  of  *'  Sarak  Starr  *' 


Seizure    and    detention    of    the 

**  WmiamArihur  "  seiied  at  Port- 
land  as  enemy*s  property 


*^A3ma**  seised  for  alleged  inten-> 
tion  to  violate  coasting  trade 
Uw  ^ 

Capture  of  ^  Prmee  Leopold  "    . . 


Capture  of ''il^bfro**   .. 


Imprisonment 


Ditto 

Part  owners  of  cargo  of  American 
vessel  **  Cr€fUhaw  " 

Capture  of  "^Aiglmrih  " 


Seamen  captured  in  *<  B.  MiddU' 
ton  "  and  imprisoned  in  irons  in 
Fort  Lafityetie 


Released  without  compensation. 

Messrs.  Phipps'  share  restored  bj 
Prise  Court. 

Cargo  released  by  Prise  Court. 


Refused  to  interfere,  under  adriee 
of  liaw  Officers. 


Condemned. 

Released  without  compensation. 

Lord  Lyons  did  not  interfere,  u 
Mr.  Mure  had  been  natonfiied 
as  an  American  citisen.  He  vv 
released  on  the  18th  October. 
Correspondence  lud  before  Ar- 
liament. 

Vessel  released  after  a  fewlmn^ 
detention  on  the  crew  makbg  \ 
declaration  of  nentrmlhy. 

Condemned  as  enemy's  property. 
Refused  to  interfere,  paitiet  coq> 
cemed  being  domiciled  in  South- 
ern States. 

1,000  dollars  voted  by  Congress  is 
compensation. 

Vessel  condemned.  Refused  to 
interfere,  claimant  having  beea 
domiciled  in  Southern  Stated. 

Result  not  reported. 


Condemned.      Sentence  conim^ 
on  appeal. 

Condemned.  Refused  to  ioterfeic 
pending  appeal. 

Released  on  Lord  Lyons'  repre- 
sentation. As  the  United  Sutci' 
Government  defended  the  necei^ 
sity  for  such  arrests.  Lord  Ljom 
was  instructed  not  to  prefer  isy 
claims  at  that  time.  Correspoi^ 
enoe  laid  before  Parliament 


Ditto. 

Condemned, 
on  appeaL 


Sentence    confinMd 


Condemned.  Sentence  confirmed 
on  appeal. 

Compensation  refused,  and  as  it 
appeared  that  the  •' J7.  ifuWr- 
Um  **  was  a  Southern  vessel  Lord 
Lyons  was  directed  not  to  repeit 
the  claim. 
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Google 


Name. 


36.  D.J.  Walsh 


37.  Messrs. Whitworth 
and  Co. 


3a  W.  O'Keefe 

39.  T.  Daily 

40.  —  O'Connor 

41.  D.  Kelly 

42.  P.  Crohan 

43.  W.  Folker 

44.  J.  Lequire 


45.  Messrs.  L.  £•  and 
G.  Piers 


By  whom  report 


46.  J.  Spinney 

47.  F.  N.  - 


Kuggles    . . 


48.  J.  Hoy 


49.  W.  B.  Forwood.. 


50.  N.  K.  Clements.. 

51.  Messrs.  Gerard  and 

Armstrong 


52.  Not  reported 


>3«  A.  Williamfron    •• 


Lord  Lyons 

Claimants 

Lord  Lyons 
Ditto      .. 

Ditto  .. 
Ditto  .. 
Ditto      .. 

Consul  Kortright  • 
Lord  Lyons  • « 

Colonial  Office 

Consul  Archibald  •  • 
W.  Cassdl 

J.  Forwood 


Lord  Lyons 
Ditto      . . 


Sept.  23 


..    Sept.26 


Sept.  28 


Ditto      . . 


Ditto 


Sept.  20 
Oct.     3 


Oct.  15 

Oct.     1 
Oct.    2 

Oct.  12 

Oct.  12 
Oct.  17 


Oct '21 


Oct  21 


27 


11 


33 


Ill-treatment  by  police  at  Balti- 
more in  consequence  of  his 
wearing  a  likeness  of  General 
Beauregard  attached  to  his 
watch-chain 

**Boyn€"  warned  oflF  the  whole 
Southern  coast  at  a  time  when 
the  blockade  is  stated  not  to 
have  been  completed 

Arrest  at  Baltimore,  and  imprison 
ment 

Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Capture  of  «  Herald  "  . . 

Imprisonment  on  a  charge  of  being 
on  his  way  to  join  the  Southern 
army ;  a  uniform  being  found 
in  his  baggage. 

*' Susan"  warned  off  Hampton 
Roads  by  blockading  squadron. . 

Capture  of  *<  Argtmani  " 
Imprisonment  •  •  •  •  • 


Ditto 


Capture  of  **  Revere  *'  •  •  •  • 

"  Alliance  "  and  "  Gondar  "  cap- 
tured  in  the  port  of  Beaufort, 
application  to  leave  the  port 
having  been  previously  refused. 
Separate  claim  on  account  of 
<*  AlUance^^  having  been  warned 
off  Charleston 

*' Napier''  and  *^ Robert  Bruce" 
refused  egress  from  the  port  of 
Wilmington  by  blockading 
squadron.  Subsequently  cap- 
tured 

Imprisonment 


Case  represented  to  United  States? 
Government.  Result  not  re- 
ported. 


Compensation  refused. 


Released  on  Consul  Bemal's  repre- 
sentation. 

Released  on  Consul  Bemars  repre- 
sentation. Right  to  British  pro- 
tection disputed. 

JDitto. 

Released. 

Released.     Right  to  British  pro-^ 

tection  disputed. 
No  claim  made  for  compensation  in 

any  of  these  cases. 

Condemned. 

Released  after  investigation  of  the 
the  case. 


No  case  for  interferenccy  as  it  was 
not  alleged  that  the  blockade  was 
ineffSective. 

Vessel  and  cargo  released  by  Priie 
Court 

Refused  to  interfere ;  not  entitled  to 
British  protection,  his  father 
having  been  naturalized,  and  he 
himself  having  exercised  the 
rights  of  citizenship. 

No  claim  made  on  United  States' 
Government,  as  he  waa  released 
and  did  not  apply  for  anything 
further. 

Condemned.     Appeal  pending. 

Condemned.  Sentence  reversed  on 
appeal.  Further  appeal  of  captora 
to  the  Supreme  Court  pendii^. 


Both  vessels  condemned. 


Release  promised, 
ported. 


Result  not  re^ 
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Name. 

By  whom  raported. 

Btto. 

i 

GromiofCltUb. 

How  dispo8«Foir 

91k  J;  C.  Sterna*      .. 

LordLyoas( 

1861 
Get.  26 

15 

Hadttfenr  aa  oath  renofnidiig&B 
allegiance:  at  a  Bri^h  su^eeL 
Lord  Lyons  instructed  to  repie. 
sent  the  cMe  to  the  United  Sttto* 
GoTemmoot.  Result  not  re- 
ported. 

55.  J.  Slaughenright.  • 

56.  J.A.Moren 

57.  R.  Nickelson      .. 

Ditto     .. 

Vhr.    7 

e 

Cdcptaxe  of ''LowiiaAgnsd' 

Condemned. 

a»;.W.  Gflclmat'     .. 

Ditto     •  •             •  • 

Not.    9 

5 

IiBpnsoniiiflnt                •  •             . . 

liidhstment  ftr  conspiracy.  Met- 
ment  dropped  at  Lord  Ljml 
request. 

.59.  J-  G.  Shatter'     .. 

Ditto     •  •             •  • 

Not.  14 

43 

Ditto 

Released  on  parole.  Compensatiii 
refused.  Correspondence  oob- 
tinning^ 

60.  6.  Shannon 

Ditto      .. 

Not.  18 

1 

Ditto 

Inquiry  premised.  Beak  oat 
reported.     No  daim  sak. 

ei.  R.G.  Jfcrdan     .. 

Unvij       • .                  •  • 

Nov.  18 

1 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

63.  W.W.WilHams.. 

Ditto     •  •             •  • 

Not.  18 

1 

Ditto              •  •             .  •             •  • 

Ditto. 

63.  M.  RUey 

Ditto      .. 

Not.  18 

1 

Ditto 

Result  not  reported.  No  claim 
made  for  oompensation. 

6*lJiC.  Bfahi        ., 

'  Ditto*     •  •            •  • 

Not.  18 

8 

Ditto             . .             • .             •  • 

Released. 

65.  RWilmot 

Ditto      .. 

Not.  18 

2 

Ditto 

Released  on  baiL 

66.  J.  F.  Parr 

Ditto      .. 

Not.  18 

1 

Ditto 

Did  not  interfere,  as  he  had  been 
naturalized. 

67.  F.  Maury 

68.  B.  Maury 

Ditto     .. 

Not.  18 

7 

Imprisonment    Money]  taken  from 
him 

Released.  Refused  to  mterfer 
further,   under    adyice  of  Ur 

'     Officers  ;  Messrs.  Maury  lanf 
been  concerned  in  carryinf  feters 
to  and  from  the  SouUi. 

69;  EtisignF.  Browft . 

Ditto      . .              •  • 

Not.  18 

5 

Detention  at  New  York 

Compensation  not  applied  for,  the 
detention  arising  in  coMeqoeace 
of  the  Regolations  as  to  pasiports. 

70.  W.H.Aymer    .. 

Ditto      .. 

Not.  22 

1 

Imprisonment 

Released. 

71;  A.  Smith 

7S.  J.  Mooney 

73.  J.  H.  McSlaney.. 

Ditto'     .  •             •  • 

Dec  31 

3 

Captured  in'* AdiUne** e^d]tre&ted 
as  prisoners  of  war.     Compelled 
to  sign  a  declaration  not  t^  repeat 
the    offence    of    running    the 
blockade 

Conduct  of  Commander  of  UnM 
States'  cruiser  disapproTed  bf 
United  States'  Goi^eninieaL 
Seamen  set  at  liberty^and  oeletsei 
from  their  declaration. 

Papers  laid  before  Parliament 

74.  Iffot  reported 

Ditto     .. 

Dec.  31 

2 

Capture  of  M(fefl^"   .. 

Condemned.     Case  not  defeDdei 

75.  G.  Campbell      . . 

Ditto      .• 

Dec.  31 

5 

Capture  of  **\Jame9  CatnpitU  "  . . 

Vessel  and  cargo  released. 

76. —Wetter 
77.  —  Rennan 
78. —Talbot 

Ditto      .. 

Jan.   2 

5 

ImprisonmeBt  at  Key  West. .  Cap- 
tured in  "  Victoria  " 

Released. 

79.  Not  reported 

Ditto      .. 

Jtak.     2 

3 

Capture  of  «  Victoria  " 

Condemned. 

80.  G.  Campbell      .. 

Consul  Archibald.. 

Jan.  11 

4 

Capture  of  «  Jan9  CampbeU  "     . . 

Released* 

81.  Not  reported 

Ditto     ... 

Jan.  11 

3 

Captureof"^.  ir.  JB<?mani"   .. 

Condemned. 

82.  J.  Roberta 

Ditto     .. 

Jan.  11 

4 

Capture  of  «  W.  H.  Northiiup'' . . 

Ditto. 

83.  Mary  Hutchinson. 

Ditto      .. 

Jan.  11 

2 

Capture  of '« 2>.  JP.  KeeUng^*      . . 

Released  by  Prise  Court. 
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I  Name. 


84.  W.  H.  Aymer 


85.  Ditto  •  •  • , 

86.  Messrs.  Femie  and 

JSon 

87.  Captain  Fisher    . . 

88.  W.  H.  Fisher 

89.  1^.  H.  Pislier 


90.  Messrs.  Z.  Pear 

son  and  Co. 

91.  Messrs.  Moon  &  Co. 
93.  George  Martin  . . 


93.  Not  reported 

94.  J.  P.  Nolan 


95.  Messrs.  J.  and  W. 
Battersby 


96.  R.  M.  Carson     .  • 

97.  Messrs.  Dexter  . . 

98.  Frandsco  Capella. 


99.  Messrs.        Isaac 
Campbcfll  and  Coi 
100.  7. M.Harris      .. 

101*  *W.  G.  Chapman. . 

102.  S.  J.  Frftringer  .. 

103.  E.Gardner 

L04.  H.  N,  Sawyer    . . 

105.  Messrs.  Bailey  and 

Leetbam 

106.  Messrs.  de  Jersey 

and  Co. 

107.  Messrs.  StLefeyre 

and  Co. 

[08.  T.  Palmer 

L09.  Messrs.  Prats  and 
Oliveros 

110.  J.  Elford 


.By  whom /reported. 


111. 

L12. 


J.  Brookman 
R.  Maury 


Consul  Anchihald  . . 

Ditto      .. 
Claimants  ^^ 

Colonial  Office 

Ditto      .. 

Board  of  Trade     . 

•  •  • . 

.  •  •  • 

Lord  Lyons 

Ditto      .. 

Claimants 

Gaimant 
Lord  Lyons 

Clsdmant 

Consul  Archibald  •  < 
Ditto     .. 
Ditto      •  • 
Ditto     .. 
Claimants 


Date. 


t^onsul  Archibald  • . 
Ditto     .. 

Lord  Lyon^ 

Ditto 
Ditto 


1862 
Jan.   11 


Jan.  11 
Jan*  16 

Jan.  '21' 


i 


IP 


2 

.6 

19 


Jan.  22 

—  • 
Jan.  81 
Feb.    5 

Feb.    6 


Feb.  15 
Feb.  15 


Mar.    6* 

Mar.  11 
Mar.  11 
Mar.  11 
Mar.n 
Mar.  15 


Mar.  22 
Mar.  22 

Apr.  21 

Apr.  26 
Mny    1 


Grana  of  Ckdm. 


27 

5 
3 

12 


18 

16 


20 

2 
2 
2 
2 
108 


OaptuiB  of  '*J.  B.  Toime ' 

Capture  df«JE»tfMor".. 
Capture  of  **jidmiral'* 


**  Telegraph''  etuj^tared  and  taken 
to  Key  West  and  then.released 

lU-treatment  at  Che  time  of  the 
seizure  of  the  •*  Telegraph  " 

Capture  df  «  Empress  " 


Owners  of  cargo  in  "  Empress  *' 
Ditto 


--I 


Capture  of  ''M.  S.  Perry"  or 

'' Salvor" 

Imprisonment 


Capture  of  the  «*  Cheshire ' 


Capture  of  «^rte/" 

Capture  df  ''Atuheita"  or  ** Jl  W. 
Wilder" 


Capture  of  ^Stephen  Sari'' 

Capture  of  **  Prince  Alfred  * 
Capture  of  *«  Fanny  Lee" 
Capture  of  «  Mmelack  " 
Capture  of ''  Island  Belle  *' 
Capture  of  the  '<  Labuan*" 


Capture  of  flie  "  Mars** 

Capture  of  the  '^  Mtyor  Barbour  " 

**  Sauthpdrt*'  fired  at,  detained, 
and  searched 

**  Amazon  '  detained  and  (Marched. 

Further  arrest  and  imprisonment  • . 


How  disposed  ti* 


Condemned.      Sentence  confirmed 
on  appeal. 

Ditto. 

Referred  to    Pwe    Court.     Con- 
demned. 

Compensation  refhsed. 
Ditto. 


Condemned.  Decree  reversed  on 
appeal.  Further  appoal  by  cap* 
tors  to  Supreme  Court  pending. 
Cai^  restored  to  owners  on  ptyr«> 
ment  of  costs. 

Condemned. 


Refused  to  interfere;  Mr.  Nolan 
having  taken  part  in  politioal  dis- 
cussions at  St  Louis  when  the 
town  was  under  martU  law. 

Vessel  condemned,  but  restored  on 
bond)i  being  gi«ien  for  her  vaftaOb 
A|i|>eal  itgainst  condemnation 
pending. 

Condemned. 

Refused  to  interfere;  the  vessd 
having  been  formerly  a  Southern 
one,  and  not  sufficient  evidence 
beinr  given  oiherhoniJUe  sale 
to  Messrs.  Dexter. 

Befused  to  inteifere,^under  advice  of 
Law  Officers.    Condemned. 


Condemned. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Case  tried  in  Prize  C<nirt.  Vessd 
released.  Con|>eniationjpi«« 
mised. 


Condemned. 
Ditto. 

Explanation  received. 

^  • 

Ditto. 

Lord  Ityots  refused  to  ioterftre 
further  than  by  mentioning  the 
case  to  Mr.  Seward. 
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Bj  whom  reported. 


Date. 


li 

ml 


Ground  of  Claim. 


How  disposed  of. 


113.  E.  Hai^h 

114.  N.  T.  Batterfield  . 

115.  Messrs.  H.  Adder- 

ejandCo. 

116.  Messrs.       Crow, 

Wylie,  and  Co. 


117.  J.  A.  Marsh 

118.  C.H.Adams 

119.  Messrs. Z.C.Pear- 

son 

120.  E.  Hunter 

121.  Mrs.  Scolefield  .. 

122.  J.  W.Cole 

12S.  O.  F.  Anderson.. 

124.  W.  Maher 

125.  G.  Redgate 

126.  W.  H.  Smith 

127.  Minet  Jimenesand 

Co. 

128.  Messrs.   Herques 

and  Maseras 

129.  Not  reported 

180.  T.  M.  William  .. 

131.  R.    L.    Sanchez, 

Messrs.  Tatham 
and  Co. 

132.  J.  Roberts 

133.  Messrs.     Sawyer 

and  Menendes 


134.  W.H.  Sweeting.. 

135.  Harrison  Thomson 

136.  Abraham  Fisher. . 

137.  Samuel  Russell  . . 

138.  John  Dean 

139.  ^ohn  Thomas 

140.  Sylloth  Bay  Steam 

Navigation 

141.  W.  R.  Green      . , 


142.  Mes8r8.Z.C.Pear. 

son  and  Co. 

143.  E.  Gerard 

144.  Messrs.  Z.C.  Pear- 

son and  Co. 

145.  E.  Gerard 

146.  Not  reported 


Consul  Kortright  . . 


1862 
May    6 


29     Capture  of  "*  Btrmuda ' 


May    7    21 


Acting  Consul  Ed- 
wards 

Lord  Lyons 


Mr.  C.  J.  Hay 

H.  D.  Cole 

Lord  Lyons 
Ditto      . . 


Acting  Consul  Ed- 
waras 


May  22 
May  23 

May  28 

June    7 

June    2 
June    2 

June    2 


Ditto      • . 

Ditto     .. 
Ditto      .. 

Lord  Lyons 
Ditto      . . 


..  June    3 

June    4 
June  21 

June    9 
June    9 


Consul  Kortright 


Acting  Consul  Ed- 
wards 

Ditto      .. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


June  9 

June  9 

June  9 

June  9 


Timber  at  Pensaoola  which  they 
desire  to  be  permitted  to  export. 
Alleged  misappropriation  of  a 
portion  of  it 


Capture  of '<Z)«fta"     .. 
15     Capture  of  **  CircasMitm  '* 


12  Wages  due  to  her  deceased  son, 
late  a  seaman  in  the  United 
States'  Nary 

Proceedings  of  military  authorities 
in  Kentucky. 

4     Capture  of  "lion-      .. 

4     Capture  of  "F/orMfa".. 

Capture  of '*  Jfaria  "  .. 


5     Capture  of  <'  Elvtabeih ' 


10 


14 


Capture  of  **Jtterr* 
Search  of ''JTo^** 

Capture  of ''JftfTMy'* 


Master  and  crew  of  ^*  Mtr$e}f  ^  im- 
prisoned and  ill-used 


Captureof  "  Cambria''  off  Charles- 
ton. 


Condemned.     Appeal  not  reporiei 


Permission  refused.  Further  rep 
sentatioB  made  to  United  Stitei 
Government.  Answer  aot  is 
receiyed. 

Condemned.  Sentence  coainM 
on  appeal. 

Condemned.     Appeal  pesdiof. 


Money  paid. 

Referred  to  Lord  Lycos. 

Condemned. 

Condemned.     Appeal  peading. 

Condemned. 


Condemned.  Sentence  confiioif 
on  appeaL 

Ditto. 

Refused  to  interfere,  as  te  wnc^ 
was  not  stated  to  have  been  eoa- 
ducted  in  an  improper  aiBMr* 

Condemned.  Sentence  rensniw 
appeal.  Captors  waived  tbdr 
right  to  further  appeal  oa  dss- 
ants  giving  up  claim  for  (' 


Captureof  <<Btf/b' 


Capture  of  **Pa/ra*"  .. 


Capture  of ''5/#Mn»''  .. 


Capture  of  "  Maria  Thertta  ^ 


Charges    against     United   Stito 
officiala  proved  to  be  nnfiHoU 


Condemned. 

Condemned. 

Condemned.     Sentence   cooim^^ 
on  appeaL 

Ditto. 


Condemned. 
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1.47-  Messrs.  H.  Adder- 
ley  and  Go. 

14S.  Ditto   .. 


149.  J.Smith 

150.  Not  reported 

151.  Ditto  .. 
152.  Not  reported 


153.  P.  Goolrick 

154.  J.  Gemroill 


155.  J.  W.  Franklin   . . 


156.  Messrs.  Adderley 
and  Co. 


157.  J.  Carlin 

158.  Messrs.  J.  and  R. 

Martin 


159.  W.  H.  Cowan 


160.  Messrs.  Salter  and 

Twining 

161.  B.  G.  Busbbj     .. 

162.  Messrs.      Barnes 

and  Co. 

163.  Messrs.     Guthrie 

and  Co. 

164.  Messrs.     Shorter 

and  Co. 

165.  Messrs.  J.  Thomp- 

son and  Co. 

166.  Messrs.    Meadow 

and  Co. 

167.  Messrs.  W.  Mar- 

shall 

168.  J.  McLanrin 


By  whom  reported. 


Colonial  Office 
Ditto      . . 

Acting  Consul  Ed- 
wards 

Consul  Kortright  . 
Ditto      . . 
Ditto      . . 
Mr.  Stuart 


Ditto      . . 


Colonial  Office 


Ditto 
Claimants 


Mr.  Stuart 

Ditto      . . 

Claimant 
Claimants 
Ditto      . , 
Ditto      .. 

Mr.  Stuart 

Ditto 

Ditto      . . 


.  •  < 


[197] 


Mr.  Scholefield,M.P. 


Date. 


.11 

Hi 


1862 
June  11 


June  11 

June  12 
June  16 
June  16 
June  16 
June  25 


July  6 

July  8 

July  10 

July  11 

July  14 

July  28 

July  29 

July  30 

July  30 

Julv  20 


Aug.    1 


27 


28 

20 
26 


Ground  of  Claim. 


Capture  of  "  Ella  Worle^f 


Detention  of"  Tvme''  at  New  York 


Capture  of  "  Flash  "     . . 


Capture  of  ^^ British  Queen'  and 
''Active' 

Capture  of  ''Fair  Play"  and 
"  Success  " 

Capture  of  ^'Intended,*'  *•  Coquette,'* 
and  *^ Providence* 

A  citizen  of  the  United  States  who 
was  acting  as  British  Vice- 
Consul  at  Fredericksburg. 
Arrest,  and  destruction  of  a 
quantity  of  flour  the  property  of 
Mr.  Gemmill 

Imprisonment  and  alleged  forcible 
abduction  from  British  territory 


**JfemjDAw"  fired  at 


"Ccctfe"  fired  at 

Destruction  of  "  York''  by  block- 
adingr  fleet  off  coast  of  North 
Carolina 

Imprisonment 


Capture  of  "  WiU  o'  the  Wisp  " . . 


Capture  of  "Zi//a*'      .. 

Goods  forwarded  in  ''China"  to 
New  York  detained  there  and 
prevented  from  being  shipped  to 
Nassau  without  a  bond  being 
given  that  they  should  not  he 
reshipped  for  hlockaded  ports 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Imprisonment  at  New  Orleans 


How  disposed  of. 


Condemned.  Sentence  confirmed 
on  appeal. 

Vessel  detained  as  having  coal  on 
board,  in  accordance  with  Act  of 
ConoresR  respecting  such  ship- 
ments. 

Condemned. 


Condemned. 
Not  reported. 
Condemned. 


United  States'  Government  made 
inquiry  into  the  case,  but  refused 
redress. 


Refused  to  interfere,  was  imprisoned 
for  larceny,  and  did  not  adduce 
sufficient  evidence  as  to  abduction. 

Refused  to  interfere.  Law  Officers 
considered  evidence  insufficient 
for  interference. 

Ditto. 

Claim  for  compensation  under  the 
consideration  of  the  United  States* 
Government. 

Refused  to  interfere;  Mr.  Cowan 
having  heen  domiciled  in  United 
States,  and  exercised  the  rights 
of  citizenship. 

Vessel  released  hy  Prize  Court. 
Compensation  refused.  Papers 
laid  before  Parliament. 

Condemned.     Appeal  pending. 

United  States*  Government  rtfused 
to  remove  restrictions.  Papers 
laid  before  Parliament. 


Released. 
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Name. 

By  whom  reported. 

Date. 

hi 

Ground  of  Claim. 

How  disposed  of. 

169.  G.  A.  Stuart      .. 

Mr.  Stnart 

1862 
Aug.    3 

4 

Capture  of    ^'Emilie."      Alleged 
misconduct  of  officers  and  men 
of  United  States*  ship  «  Rest- 

Explanation  reoeived.     VesMi  cor 

demned. 

170.  Messrs.    Murphy 
and  Twining 

Admiralty 

Aug.    4 

•  • 

''Annette*'    detained    br    United 
States'  ship  ''  Rhode  Island  *' 

Explanation  received  from  Vviit: 
States'  Government. 

171.  Messrs.  Dorrington 
and  Forwood 

Claimants 

Aug.    5 

78 

Capture  of  "AWa** 

Law  Officers  advised  tkat  mi 
should  be  tried  in  Prise  Court. 
Condemned.  Appeal  not  reportai 

172.  J.W.Steele      .. 

Acting  CoDSul  Ed- 
Edwards 

Aug.    7 

3 

Capture  of ''  Tubal  Cain  " 

Condemned. 

173.  T.  S.  Bi^gbie      .. 

174.  P.  Denny 

175.  T.Andrae 

Ditto      . . 

Aug.    7 

3 

C^piure  of  *'  Memphis''  . 

Condemned.  Sentence  confinHt 
on  appeal. 

176.  J.  H.  Bethell      .. 

Colonial  Office      .. 

Aug.  18 

5 

Detention  of  "FF.  H.  Clear"  off 
New  York,  and  impEOf)er  conduct 
of  revenue  officer 

Explanation  received. 

177.  J.  B.  Cramer      .. 

Ditto       . . 

Aug.  28 

5 

Detention  of  goods  at  New  York . . 

Compensation  refused. 

178.  J.  Carlm 

Mr.  C.  Turner,  M.P. 

Sept.    8 

15 

Was  passenger  in  the  "  JfempAw." 
Imprisonment 

Compensation  asked  for. 

179.  F.Carroll 

Mr.  Stuart 

Sept  18 

5 

Imprisonment.  •             •  •             •  • 

Mr.  Stuart  instincted  to  use  bi> 
good  offices  to  ^Toeure  Mr.  Car- 
rolFs  release  on  his  uodertakiogto 
leave  the  Uniied  States^  or  U 
find  surety  for  good  bduLviour. 

180.  Major  Longley  .. 

Ditto      .. 

Sept.  28 

5 

Arrest  at  Baltonore 

Refused  to  interfere*  his  snesi  bar- 
ing been  caused  bj  hi&  eatenf 
into  a  discussion  on  the  war  ^ 
a  Unked  States*  officer. 

181.  Messrs.  Barclay  k 
Mc  Dowell       . . 

Ditto      .. 

Oct.     1 

5 

Capture  of  "  OriW     .. 

Condemned. 

182.  H.  Lafcrce 

Consul  Archibald  . . 

Oct.     6 

17 

Cap'  ure  of  "  Sunbeam"  . 

Condemned.  Sentence  cosimed 
on  appeal. 

183.  J.  G.  Lingham   .. 

Rev.  J.  Lingham  .. 

Oct.   15 

4 

Imprisonment  at  New  Orleans 

Released.  Refused  to  ioterfeK  far- 
ther undecadviee  of  Lav  Officers. 

184.  C.  Cleburne 

185.  J.  Browne 

186.  A,  Hardie 

187.  A.  Methuen 

Mr.  Stuart 

Oct.   15 

5 

Imprisonment  for  refusing  to  work 
on  the  fortifications  at  Newport, 
Kentucky. 

Ill-usage  by  military  at  Cincinnati. 

Forced  lealistinents  at  Cincinnati. 

Ditto. 

Inquiry  made.  Instructions  sent  by 
United  States'  Govennneiit  ^ 
the  redress  of.aU.jadi  sikso 
proof  of  nationality  being  liorM. 

188.  G.Wigg 

Ditto      .. 

Oct.  21 

66 

Destruction    of    ''Blanche"    by 
United     SUtes'    ship    ^'Mont- 
gomery"  off  coast  of  Cuba. 

Compensation  requested.    Csseibll 

mvlftr  d|8C3Qi|IHIIl» 

189.  R.  F.  Clement    .. 

Ditto      . . 

Oct.  21 

•• 

Passenger  in  "  Elanche  ^'  taken  in 
"  Montgomery  "  to  Key  West. 

Ditto. 

190.  J.  J.  Burrowes  .. 

Messrs.       Rankin, 
Gilmore,  and  Co. 

Oct.  24 

5 

ImpBiMnment  at  New  Orleans 

Rele«a»4  •n-fwoi*. 
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Name. 


91.  W.  Petty 

92.  J.  Roberts 

93.  J.  H-Tlobertg     . 

94.  S.  Johnson 

95.  J.  KnoAles 

96.  J.  R.  GriflBn 

97.  W.  H.  Griffin     . 

98.  E.Norwich 

99.  G.  H.  Edwards 
500.  H.  Edwards 
!01 .  A.  Thompson 
102.  R.  Smith 

03.  N.  H.  Clements 

104.  T.  Byrne 


105.  Dr.  Syme 
!06.  J.  Dacres 
»7.  W.  Fallon 
!06.  Not  reported 
109.  W.  Sberwin 


210.  Messrs.    Duranty 

and  Co. 

211.  Messrs.  Dorrin»- 

toD  and  Forwood 

312.  T.  Sterling  Begbie 


B 


Colonial  Office 


Consul  Archibald  . . 
J .  Byrne 

Mr.  Stuart  •• 

Ditto 

Ditto      .. 

Consul  Archibald  . . 

Messrs.  J.  H.  Ismay 
and  Co. 

Consul  Archibald  . . 

Ditto      . . 

Ditto 


213.  G.  Wait 

Lord  Lyons 

il4.  G.  Wigg 

Ditto      . . 

n5.  A.  P.  Laurent    .. 

Ditto      . . 

tl6.  Z.  C.  Pbarscm 
(17.  E.  Crerard 

!18.  E.  Gerard 

U9.  Not  reported 

120.  J.Toyell 

21.  Messrs.  J.  Gibson 

22.  •  Azariah  Curry   . . 

23.  J.  Murdenborough 


Oct.  25 


Consul  Archibald  •• 

Ditto      .. 
Ditto 

Miss  Tovell 
Claimants 
Lord  Lyons 
Consul  Archibald    . 


Oct  25 
Oct.  30 

Oct.  31 
Oct.  31 
Oct.  31 
Nov.  4 
Nov.  17 

Nov.  18 

Nov.  18 

Dec.    4 

Dec.  16 
Dec.  16 
Dec.  16 


Dec.  23 

Dec.  23 

Dec.  23 

1863 
Jan.     6 

Jan.     8 

Jan.     9 

Jan.     9 


17 


3 
12 


3 
27 


3 
3 

28 


17 


15 


'Ellen  *'  run  down  by  United  States* 
ship  **  AfercedUa"  Destruction 
of  vessel  and  cargo  and  loss  of 
effects. 


Capture  of  "  Eevere  "   . . 

Occupation  of  his  house  at  New 
Orleans  by  United  States'  troops 


Imprisonment  at  New  Orleans 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Capture  of  the  "  Robert  Bruce  "  . . 

Imprisonment 

Capture  of  **  AngUa  "  . . 

Capture  of  **  iSoofta  "    .. 

Capture  of  "  Chtachita  " 

Capture  o^ '' Theresa'' 

Capture  of  "ZraW"     .. 

Imprisonment  as  a  United  States* 
citizen.  Was  master  of  the 
''Isabel'' 

Capture  of  «Pd/ra*"  .. 

Capture  of"  5<t«in**   .. 
Capture  of  « Nassau "  .. 

Imprisonment  • 


Collision  between  United  States' 
ship  <'  Vanderbilt"  and  their 
vessel  **  Symmetry" 

Capture  of  ''Mont  Blanc"  when  at 
anchor  off  one  of  the  Bahama 
cays 

Capture  of  "/Iflcta"     .. 


842/.  9^.  Id.  paid  as  compensation 
by  the  United  States'  Govern- 
ment. 


Condemned. 

Instructions  given  by  the  United 
States'  Government  that  payment 
should  be  made  for  the  use  of 
the  house. 

Released  on  parole. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Condemned. 

Compensation  asked  for.  Case 
under  the  consideration  of  the 
United  States'  Government. 

Condemned. 


Ditto. 

Condemned.  Sentence  confirmed 
on  appeal. 

Condemned. 

Condemned.     Appeal  pending. 

Released  by  exchann^e.  Lord  Lyons 
instructed  not  to  advance  any 
claim  as  Mr.  Laurent  had  de- 
clared himself  to  be  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States. 


Sentence   confirmed 


Condemned, 
on  appeal. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


Lord  Lyons  instructed  to  ask  for 
trial  or  release.  Result  not  re- 
ported. 

484/.  1 7^.  bd,  paid  as  compensation. 


Vessel  restored.  Compensation 
promised.  Correspondence  con- 
tinuing. 

Condemned.     Appeal  pending. 
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Name. 

By  whom  reported. 

Date. 

Ground  of  Claim. 

How  disposed  of. 

224.  T.  N.  Crosse       . . 

Claimant 

1863 
Jan.    14 

o 

Destruction   of  property   at  Fre- 
dericksburg 

Refused  to  interfere,  as  it  did  aii 
appear  how  the  property  hadbn 
destroyed,  or  by  which  armj. 

225.  Messrs.  Adderley 

and  Co. 

226.  J.  W.  Allen.       . . 

Colonial  Office 

Jan.   23 

5 

Capture  of  "  iVbn#ucV  . 

Condemned.     Appeal  pending. 

227.  D.  Domron 

Consul  Archibald     . 

Jan.   21 

3 

Capture  of  <'  Comet"  of  i^hicli  he 
was  owner. 

Condemned. 

228.  C.  Brown 

Ditto      . . 

Jan.  21 

3 

Owner  of  cargo  of  "  Comef* 

Ditto. 

229.  Not  reported       . . 

Ditto      . . 

Jan.  21 

2 

Capture  of  "JTa/e" 

Ditto. 

230.  Ditto  .. 

Ditto       . . 

Jan.  21 

2 

Capture  of  "  Flying  Pish'' 

Ditto. 

31.  Ditto   . . 

Ditto      . . 

Jan.  21 

2 

Capture  of  "  Carmita"    . 

Ditto. 

232.  P.  A.  Spearwater. 

Lord  Lyons 

Jan,  27 

4 

Detention  of  '*Eeho''  at  New  York 
to    prevent    intelligence    being 
given   of  General   Banks's  ex- 
pedition. 

Refused  to  interfere.     Law  Oficen 
considered  that  it  was  eaoyeteot 
for  a  belligerent  to  inpow  saxk 
restrictions. 

233.  T.  Potts 

Lieut.-GoYernor  of 
New   Brunswick, 
through  Colonial 
Office 

Feb.     2 

16 

Imprisonment.    Was  supercargo  of 
the  <<  Hiawatha:' 

Refused  to  interfere,  as  Hk  «as  in- 
prisoned  for  impn^lj  guu&g 

and  sending  it  to  £iigland. 

234.  Z.  C.  Pearson  and 
Co. 

Consul  Archibald  . . 

Feb.     3 

2 

Capture  of  «^im" 

Condemned. 

235.  Messrs.     Sawyer 
and  Menendez. 

Ditto      . . 

•• 

Capture  of  "  Atmie  Dees  " 

Ditto. 

236.  T.  Lloyd 

Ditto      . . 

•  • 

.. 

Capture  of  *•  British  Empire  "     . . 

Ditto. 

237.  Not  reported 

Ditto      . . 

.. 

• . 

Capture  of  «  BeUe  "      . . 

Ditto. 

238.  J.  Eneas 

Ditto      . . 

•  • 

•. 

Capture  of  "  Levi  Howe  " 

Ditto. 

239.  G.  A.  Stewart    . . 

Ditto      .  • 

.. 

•  • 

Capture  of  «  Mary  Stewart ''       . . 

Ditto. 

240.  Not  reported      . . 

Ditto      . . 

•• 

.  • 

Capture  of  «♦  Nassau  "  . . 

Condemned.  Sentence  eoainDeii 
on  appeal. 

241.  T.B.King 

Ditto      . , 

•  • 

.. 

Capture  of  «  Waterwitch  " 

Condemned. 

242.  Captain  Wynne    . 

War  Office 

Feb.     6 

8 

United  States'  military  Hues. 

Escaped. 

243.  J.  Hughes 

Lord  Lyons 

Feb.     7 

4 

Imprisonment  at  New  Orleans     . . 

Lord  Lyons  instmcted  to  lefBfiA 
moderate  oompensatioo.  lUs^ 
not  reported. 

244.  J.  Lawson 

Ditto      . . 

Feb.  10 

3 

'^Princess    BoyaV*    captured    off 
Chaileston  with  contraband  at 
the  time  of  the  attack  on  the 
forts. 

Condemned. 

245.  Messrs.  J.  and  T. 

Johnson 

246.  G.  Wigg 

247.  H.  Adderley  &  Co 

Messrs.     Lowndes, 
Bateson  &  Co. 

Feb.  17 

21 

Capture  of  «  Pear^     . . 

Offer  made  to  releue  on  payaat 
tinning. 

248.  W.  Ryan 

Consul  Archibald     . 

Feb.  10 

2 

Capture  of  «  Rising  Dawn'' 

Condemned. 

249.  W.  P.  Hawkins    . 

Mr.  Wykehani  Mar- 
tin 

Feb.  20 

5 

Captured  in    '^Princess  Royal" 
and  imprisoned. 

Released. 

250.  E.  Garner 

Ditto      . . 

Feb.  23 

3 

Capture  of  "^iwe"     .. 

Condemned, 
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By  whom  reported. 

Date. 

Ground  of  Claim. 

How  disposed  of. 

251.  J.  B.  Carver       ,. 

Colonial  Office      . . 

1863 
Feb.  24 

6 

Capture  of  «<  Emtna  Tuttle" 

The  Master  regained  possession  of 
the  vessel;  she  was,  howeyer, 
subsequenily  recaptured  and  con- 
demned. 

252.  Messrs.  W.  Barter 

and  Co. 
258.  S.  Begbie 
254.  T.  M.  Gervans   .7 

Claimants 

Ditto      . . 
Messrs.  W.  Barter 
and  Co. 

Feb.  25 

Feb.  27 
Mar.    9 

68 

Capture  of  «  Springbok" 

Ditto. 

Ditto,  as  owner. 

Condemned.    Appeal  pending. 

255.  T.  Best 

Consul  Archibald  . , 

Feb.  27 

2 

Capture  of  « /?tcAar<r'    . 

Condemned. 

256.  —  Ernst 

Ditto      . . 

Mar.    2 

2 

Capture  of  "iVinwa"    .. 

Ditto. 

267.  —  Lewers 

Mr.   C.   Fortescue, 
M.P. 

Mar.    4 

12 

Loss  of  property            . .              . . 

Refused  to  interfere,  'under  advice 
of  Law  Officers^aa  he  was  domi- 
ciled in  the  United  States. 

258.  0.  Fallenstein     . . 

259.  Chappie.  Dutton, 

and  Co. 

Consul  Archibald  . . 
Ditto      .. 

Mar.  13 
Mar.  13 

8 

Capture  of  "  Bouro"     . . 
Ditto. 

Condemned. 

260.  Gustave  Renaud  • 

261.  Byron  Bode 

262.  J.  H.  Symond     . . 

Ditto      . . 
Ditto      . . 
Ditto      • . 

Mar.  14 
Mar.  14 
Mar.  14 

3 

Capture  of  «*  AvonT 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

263.  Dr.  Booth 

Mr.  Lindsay,  M.P. 

Mar.  20 

12 

Imprisonment  at  New  Orleans     • . 

Released. 

264.  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Baker 

Claimants 

Mar.  23 

30 

Capture  of  " MagicUnru* 

Vessel  released.  United  States' 
Government  promise  to  ask  Con- 
gress for  compensation,  tbe  amount 
to  be  fixed  by  arbitration. 

265.  J.  Spence 

266.  J.  P.  Hardingr     , . 

267.  Messrs.     Bennett 

and  Wake 

268.  G.W.  Almond  .. 

Ditto      .. 

Mar.  26 

109 

Capture  of  «  Peterhof* 

Condemned.     Appeal  pending. 

269.  Not  reported 

Consul  Archibald  .  • 

Mar.  30 

2 

Capture  of  "  Mcolai  7"  . 

Condemned. 

270.  J.  M.  Lassen      . . 

Ditto      . . 

Apr.    3 

3 

Capture  of '^^ianttc"   . 

Vessel  and  cargo  restored. 

271.  A.  McMillan     .. 

Mr.  R.  McJMillan  . 

Apr.    3 

8 

Alleged  forcible  enlistment 

Deserted. 

272.  W.  Fraser 

Consul  Archibald  •  • 

Apr.    9 

2 

Capture  of  **  Mary  Jane " 

Condemned. 

273.  Not  reported 

Ditto      .. 

Apr.     9 

1 

Capture  of  "  ^«tf" 

Not  reported. 

274.  S.  J.  Massinger . . 

Ditto      .. 

Apr.  10 

3 

Capture  of  «jBro<^*"  . 

Condenmed. 

276.  J.  Thompson 

Ditto      .. 

Apr.  10 

3 

Capture  of  "  SurprUe  " 

Ditto. 

276.  J.  Gage 

Ditto 

Apr.  10 

3 

Capture  of  "J.  Wiaiami* 

Condemned.    Appeal  pendmg. 

277.  Not  reported 

Ditto      . . 

Apr.  14 

21 

Capture  of  **  Granite  City'* 

Condemned. 

278.  G.  B.  Lawrence.. 

Mrs.  Lawrence     .  • 

Apr.  28 

7 

Imprisonment                ..            •• 

Released. 

279.  Messrs.      Graze- 
brook  and  Co. 

Claimants 

Apr.  13 

47 

Capture  of  "Do^Am"    . 

Condemned. 

280.  Not  reported      .. 

Consul  Lousada    . . 

Apr.  14 

12 

Capture  of  "  Ariei^ 

Ditto. 

281.  A.  Nicol 

Consul  Walker      .. 

Apr.  15 

5 

Injury    caused    to    property    by 
United  States'  forces. 

Compensation  refused.  ^Tnithofhis 
statements  denied  by  United 
States'  authorities. 
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By  whom  reported. 


282.  —  Kevins 


28d.  R.  Ranger 

284.  S.  Redgate 

285.  Ellsworth  .. 

286.  R.  Bowden 

287.  T.  S.  Begbie       .  • 

288.  Not  reported 

289.  W.  Hadden 


290.  Messrs.     Harrey 

and  Tucker 


29r.  E.  Wniiiins 

292.  Captain  G.Orindle 


293.  Messrs.  J.  and  T. 

Johnson 

294.  A.  Ruberg 

295.  J.  T.  Bourne      . . 

296.  J.  L.  Pennell 

297.  J.  E.  DaTidson  « , 


298.  Capt.  J.  Simpkins 

299.  J.  Murphy 

300.  J.  J.  Craven 

301.  G.  R.  Gammon  ., 

302.  T.  Best 

303.  J.  A.  Laws 


304t  IMttssi^  Jeh^Asob, , 
Comber  and' Co.' 


Date. 


Claimant 


Lord  Lyons 


Messrs.  Gn*gory  and 

Champion 
Ditto 

Claimant 


Consul  Archibald 
Ditto      .. 
Ditto      .. 

Ditto 

Ditto      . . 
8.  Grindle 

Lord  Lyons 

Mr.Scholefield,MP. 

Consul  Archibald . . 
DHto      .. 

Ditto      .. 

Lord  Lyons 

Claimant 
Lord  Lyons 

Consul  Archibald  . . 
Ditto      . . 

Ditto      .. 

.1. 
Consul  Morgan     .. 


1863 
Apr.  15 


Apr.  21 

Apr.  21 
Apr.  21 
Apr.  22 

Apr.  24 
Apr.  24 

Apr.  28 

Apr.  28 
Apr.  27 

May    5 

May 

May     1 

May     4 

May    5 

May  18 
M^  19 

May  22 
May  22 
May  22 

May  26 


111 


Groand  of  Claim. 


Loss  from  being  prevented  going 
to  New  Orleans  in  conitequence 
of  supposed  intention  of  Llnited 
States*  authorities  there  to  arrest 
him. 

Impnsonment  and  loss  of  property 
at  New  Orleans 


30  I  Cayiuredm''  P^terhof."  Alleged 
ill-treatment  in  prison 
Ditto  ..  •• 

21  Captured  in  "  Peterhof:*  Claim 
for  detention  and  as  part  owner 
of  the  cargo 

3      Capture  of  "  Gertrude" 

3      Capture  of  *<  Antelope"". . 

3      Capture  of ''-^l^wt"     .. 


Capture  of  "PiMjj^,"  subsequently 
released  without  damages. 


3     Capture  of  "  Gipsey  "  . . 

16  Capture  of  ^^Antona,*'  of  which  he 
was  master.  Detention  on  board 
United  States'  ship  **  Pensacola.'' 

Claim  as  owners  of  ^*  Antana  "     . . 


14 
6 


16 


Imprisonment  at  San  Francisco    . 

Owner  of  "  St,  George  *'  captured 
Part  ownerof  cargo  of  **  St.  George  " 

Ca^tare  of  *' Anne  SopMa'' 


His  vessel  '* Dream"  fired  at  by 
a  vessel  hoisting  United  States' 
colours. 

Part  owner  of  cargo  of  **  Dolphin  " 


Imprisonment  and  banishment  from 
Missouri  for  writing  a  political 
pamphlet 

Capture  of  «  CaWto  "   .. 

Capture  of  "  Emma  Amelia  " 

Capture  of  »*  Gleaner"  Seized  at 
Tortug^s. 

Detention  of  "  Castor''  at  Bahia, 
by  United  States*  ship  ^^Mohican^ 
at  the  instance  of  the  i  United 
States'  Consul. 


How  disposed  of. 


Refused  to  interfere, 
sufficient. 


Evidence  ia- 


Compensation  requestedfromUnitei 
States'Govemment.  Correspond- 
ence continuing. 

Waiting  for  judgment  of  Cotftef 
Appeal. 


Ditto. 


Condemned. 

Ditto. 

Part  of  cargo  released.     Tfisdaii 
remainder  condemned. 

Refused  to  interfere,  nnder  %km 
of  Law  Officers,  as  owaen^cvflk 
have  appealed  to  a  Superior 
Court. 

Condemned. 

Case  tried  at  New  York.    Vessel 
condemned.     Master  relatied. 


Released. 
Condemned. 


Released  by  Admiral  in  comoiad 
of  United  States*  squadnm  «i^ 
out  going  to  Prize  Court. 

Inquiry  promised.  Result  DOti^ 
ported. 


Referred  to   Prize   Court.    Vessel 
condemned. 

Refused  to  interfere ;  the  authnnfaif 
of  the  pamphlet  being  proved. 


Condemned. 

Ditto 

Released  on:  arrival  at  Key  West 


Inquiry  instituted,  result   not   jet 
reported. 
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Name. 


305.  T.  Paulsen 

306.  S.J.  Nagle 

307.  Messrs.  F.  Huth 

and  Co. 

308.  W.  H.  Fisher     . . 

309.  W.  Binney 

310.  F.  G.  Wood       , . 

311.  Messrs.    Pauvert 

and  Son,  W.  H. 
Smith 

312.  T.  Sherman 


313.  T.  Bennett 

314.  P.  Capper 

315.  T.  Johnson 

316.  J.  Green 


317.  Messrs.  Barr  and 
Williamson 


318.  J.  Hardctitle 


319.  Tootal  Broadburst 
and  Co. 


320.  Messrs.  Wier     ,, 

321.  Messrs.  Pryor  and 

«Soil9 

322.  J.  McDaniel 

323.  Messrs.  Saunders 

324.  IS.  K.  Clements  . . 

336.  J.  MtAUster  Ver- 
non 


326.  Not  reported 

327.  Ditto  .. 
aS6.  Ditto  .. 
329.  Not  reputed 


330.  Ditto  .. 


By  whom  reported. 


Lord  Lyons 
Ditto      •  • 
Ditto      . . 

Claimant  • 

Lord  Lyons 

Ditto      .. 
Ditto 

Ditto      . . 

Consul  Archibald  •• 
Ditto      .. 
Ditto      . . 

Lord  I^yons 

Claimants 

Lord  Lyons 

Ditto 

Consul  Archibald . . 


Date. 


1863 
May  29 


III 

ill 


11 


Lord  Lyons 

Consul  Lousada 
Ditto      .• 
Dkto      .. 
Ditto      .. 


Ditto 


.  a 

June  18 

7 

May  29 

16 

May  29 

8 

June  2 

2 

June  8 

2 

June  8 

3 

June  8 

3 

June  8 

3 

June  12 

5 

June  22 

13 

June  22 

14 

June  22 

17 

June  25 

13 

JunjB  26 

5 

June  29 

I 

Juae  29 

2 

.  • 

2 

June  29 

I 

• . 

•  • 

Gromid  of  Qaim' 


How  disposed  of. 


Imprisonment      as      master      of 

'*  Tampico." 
Imprisonment    as    supereargo    of 

«  Tampico" 
Capture  of  "  Tampico  " 


Capture  of  «J«»nt<r" 


Owner  of  "  Clyde"  captuied  when 
on  a  voyage  from  Campeche  to 
Havana. 

Passenger  in  "  Clyde"  Detention 
and  loss  of  property. 

Capture  of  "  itfarta  *'   .. 


Imprisonment,  being  in  United 
States*  Navy,  for  alleged  refusal 
to  fight  against  Great  Britain. 

Capture  of  «  W.  J.  Leiich" 

Capture  of  « .Eii^fe"     .. 

Capture  of  "  Comef'     . . 

Injury  to  property  by  United  States* 
troops. 

Part  owners  of  cargo  in  "  Hiawatha" 

Imprisonment 


Exaction  of  bonds  from  persons 
shipping  goods  from  New  York 
to  the  West  Indies. 

"  Isabella  Thompson,"  captured 
between  Nassau  and  Ijlalifaz. 


Imprisonmnent 

Capture  of  "  St.  Johns" 
Capture  of  ^^  Alma"      •  • 
Capture  of  **  Cherokee" 

Captures  of  ''Julia"  "P.  0. 
WalUsy"  ''Cuba,"  ** Southern 
Independence,'"  "  Charlotte,'' 
"Louise,"  «/?.  O.  Bryan;' 
«  Defiance." 

"Zulima''     .. 

"  James  Andrews"  seized  by  Col- 
lector at  Edgartown. 


Vessel    condemned.      Master    and 
crew  released. 


Vessel  condemned  in  Philadelphia 
Prize  Cqurt. 

Vessel  restored.      Cargo  detained. 
Correspondence  continuing. 


Property  r^tored. 


Condemned. 


Refused  to  interfovt,  as  hewaa  in 
the  United  States'  Senrioe. 


Condemned* 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

United  Stiftes'  QiovemiDeni  promise 
to  inquire  into  such  claiins  iiben 
money  is  granted  by  Congress 
for  compensation. 

Vessel  condemned.  Application 
made  on  behalf  of  owners  of 
cargo.     Answer  not  yet  raceifed. 

Mr.  Hardpastle  shot  by  a  sentry  at 
Old  Capitol  Prison.  Corre- 
spondence continuing. 

United  States*  Government  refused 
to  relax  restrictions  on  this  trade. 


Vessel   retstored  without    costs 
damagef^     Appaal  pending. 


or 


Revised  to  interfere,  a»  Mr.  VeFAMi 
had  beep  domiciled  in  the  Southern 
States. 

Condemned.     Undefended. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Condemned. 


Pending. 

Re8tored,on  payment  tl^ipenses. 
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Name. 


331.  Not  reported 

332.  Ditto  .. 

333.  Capt.  W.  Wilson . 


334.  J.  N.  Harrey 

335.  J.  Miller 

336.  J.  Cosby 


337.  A.  J.  Mundella  .. 

338.  T.  Haiiard 

389.  T.  R.  Duncan     . , 

340.  J.  J.  Scora  Hal- 

berg  and  Co. 
'341.  Hyminan  and  Co. 

342.  J.  J.  Pearce 

343.  G.  H.  Ardill       ., 

344.  L.  Kennedy 

345.  J.  Cusbing 

346.  G.P.Bell 

347.  P.  Cupper 

348.  J.  Harkness 

349.  W.H.  Crosscup,. 

350.  T.  S.  Begbie       .. 

351.  J.  D.  Taylor       .. 

352.  R.  Atkin 


353.  Not  reported 

354.  P.  A.  Spearwater . 


355.  Rev.    F.     Ligbt- 

boume 

356.  Messrs.  Wilson  & 

Sons 


By  whom  reported. 


Consul  Lonsada 

Ditto      .. 
Colopial  Office 


Lord  Lyons  • , 

Sir  Hugh  Cairns 

Mr.  C.  Paget,  M.P. 
Consul  Archibald  . . 


Acting  Consul  Wal- 
ker 

Lord  Lyons 


Ditto  . . 
Ditto  ,, 
Ditto      . . 

Consul  Archibald  . . 

Ditto      , . 

Ditto  .  • 
Ditto  .. 
Ditto  .. 
Ditto  •• 
Consul  Vines 

Claimant 


Date. 


1863 
June  29 


III 


Ground  of  Claim. 


"  La  Manche  **  seized  by  Collector 
at  EdgartowD. 


. .      Capture  of  "  D.  E.  Woir 


How  dispoaed  of. 


Consul  Archibald    • 
Mr.  Stuart 

ActingConsulWalker 
Claimants 


July  18 
July  20 

July  20 

July  20 

July  20 

July  27 

July  30 

Aug.    4 


Aug.  22 
Aug.  28 

Aug.  31 
Sept.    5 


42 


10 


July  3 

July  3 

July  4 

July  5 

July  6 

July  9 

July  17     27 


July  17 
July  17 
July  17 


2 

15 

3 
3 

6 

7 

17 

13 


On  behalf  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Trenholm, 
for  the  destruction  of  the 
"  Margaret  and  Jeisie''  off  the 
coast  of  Eleuthera,  by  the  United 
States*  ship  "  Rhode  Island*' 

Prohibition  to  export  cattle  from 
New  York  to  British  West  Indies. 

Imprisonment  at  New  Orleans 


Par^owner  of  cargo  of  '^Peterhqff'* 
Capture  of  "/Ta^t/-"     .. 


Arrcstand  banishment  from  United 
States. 


Capture  of  "  Victor 


I  Captain,  euG^ineer,  and  mate  of[ 
\  "  Victor:'  Alleged  ill-treatment{ 
I     at  Key  West.  ( 

Capture  of  "  Rebecca  "  . . 

Capture  of  "  Don  Jose '' 

Capture  of  "  Eagle  "    . . 

Capture  of  "  Pushmatakan  " 

Capture  of  «  Elizabeth  " 

Capture  of  **  Emma  "   . . 

*^Juno**  detained,  fired  at,  and 
searched,  by  United  States*  ship 
**  Kearsarge"  off  Terceira. 

Alleged  improper  exercise  of  juris- 
diction by  Admiralty  Court  at 
New  York  in  an  action  at  law 
brought  against  him  by  a  seaman 
formerly  serving  in  his  ship, 
''DennUHiUr 

Capture  of  «iV5<mj9F     . 

Capture  of  <*  Echo'' 


Injury  done  by  United  States'  troops 
to  property  at  Jackson 

/ 

Part  owners  of  cargo  of  "  F^eter- 


Restored  on  payment  of  expenses. 


Pending. 

Evidence  submitted  to  United  Stite^' 
Government.  CorrespondeDee 
continuing. 


Permission  refused.  Correspond- 
ence continuing. 

Refused  to  interfere,  as  heconfesaei 
to  having  attempted  to  pass  tlie 
military  lines  surreptitioiiJjr. 
Mr.  Cosby  released. 

Informed  must  wait  for  reso/rof 
appeal. 

Vessel  restored  on  ptpent  of 
salvage.     Cargo  condennfii 


Inquiry  promised. 


Restoration  ordered  by  Prise  Court, 
Appeal  of  captors  peadiag. 


Refused  to   interfere,  ill-treatment 
not  being  proted. 

Condemned. 

Vessel  released  without  trial.  Cliia 
for  damages  under  considentioo. 

Condemned. 

Vessel  and  carg^o  restored. 

Ditto. 

Condemned. 

United  States'  Govemroetl  i»« 
expressed  regret  for  proceefop- 
Correspondence  continamg. 

Refused  to  interfere,  as  Law  Oiken 
considered  the  Court  bad  }«»- 
diction  in  such  casei. 


Condemned. 

Vessel  released  by  Prise  Cocv 
without  damages.  Refused  to 
interfere  at  present. 

Informed  could  not  interfere,  as  ^ 
was  domiciled  at  Jackson. 

Appeal  pending* 
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Name. 


By  whom  reported. 


Date. 


ill 


Ground  of  Claim. 


How  disposed  of. 


867-  A.  Curry 
338.  J.  Smith 

359.  J.  H.  Adaius 

360.  Amos  Johnston 

361.  —  Russell 

362.  G.  Bafrows 

363.  P.  Jarmay 
864.  B.  W.  Hart 
365.  B.  F.  Allen 


366.  W.  Thompson    . . 

367.  Mr.  W.  Matchett 


368.  Cantain  Tucker 
J.  r^agle 


369.  Messrs.  J.  and  S. 

Henry 

370.  Messrs.  Renouard 

and  Co. 


371.  Messrs.Leo  Schus- 

ter and  Co. 

372.  —  Berkley 

373.  Not  reported 

374.  J.  Smith 

375.  J.  Turner 

376.  Messrs.  Gallichau* 

377.  Messrs.  Bateson  & 
Robinson 

378.  Messrs.  Birschoff 

3^9.  —Grey 

380.  Not  reported      .. 

381.  Ditto  .. 

382.  Ditto  .. 


Consul  Archibald  , 
Ditto      .. 
Ditto      .. 


1863 
Sept.    5 

Sept.    5 


[197] 


Ditto      .. 

. . 

.  . 

Ditto      .. 

•  . 

Mr.  Stuart 

Sept  13 

8 

Claimant  • 

Sept.  17 

2 

Ditto      .. 

Sept.  30 

4 

Admiralty 

Oct.     5 

15 

Claimant                . . 

Oct.  14 

5 

Ditto      .. 

Oct.  15 

7 

Ditto      .. 

Oct.  23 

4 

Lord  liyons 

Not.    3 

42 

Ditto      .. 

Nor.    3 

4 

Messrs.  Bateson  and 
Robinson 

Nov.  12 

7 

J.  Berkley 

Nov.  25 

3 

Consul  Archibald.. 

Nor.  27 

12 

Claimant  • 

Not.  30 

5 

Ditto      .• 

Dec.  14 

3 

Ditto     .. 

Dec,  17 

17 

Ditto     .. 

Dec.  18 

12 

Lord  Rosse 

Dec.  21 

7 

Consol  Lousada    . . 

Dec.  22 

1 

Ditto     .. 

.  . 

Ditto      ... 

Capture  of  **  Charmer'* 
Capture  of  "  Clara  Louua'* 
Capture  of  **  Southern  BighU**   . . 
Capture  of  *•  Shof* 
Capture  of  "  Ann* 
Imprisonment  at  Memphis,  in  1862 


Alleged  intention  of  United  States* 
Government  to  detain  him  in 
the  United  SUtes 

^* Atlantic*  captured  by  United 
States*  ship  "  Princess  Royal** 
and  subsequently  rescued 

Proceedings  of  the  United  States* 
Consul  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  with 
regard  to  his  vessels  "  Gracie,* 
"  Annie"  and  "  Lottie** 

Imprisonment 

Dittot 


Capture  of  "  Camdta"  off  coast  of 
Texas. 

Capture  of  "  Sir  W.  Peel** 

"  Etta,**  formerly  Confederate  ves- 
sel "  RetrQmtion,**  seized  at  New 
York. 

Part  owners  of  cargo  of  "  Magi- 
cienne" 

Alleged  forced  enlistment 

Capture  of  *' Banshee**  on   21st 


apt 

N( 


ovember 

III- usage  when  serving  in  New  York 
police 

Alleged  misconduct  of  Customs' 
officers  at  Boston 

Capture  of"  Fo/im*"  .. 

Capture  of  ** 2>atWii^  Wave**    .. 


Imprisonment  . .  .  • 

Capture  of  **  Victory*'  . . 

Capture  of  **  Britannia** 

Capture  of  ''Banshee**   on  28th 
July 


Conc'emned. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Inquiry  made.      Further  evidence 
required. 

Informed  that  he  should  apply  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Refused  to  interfere,  as  the  vessel 
had  been  rescued. 


Waiting  for  report  from  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Consul  at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 


Waiting  for  trial. 

Released.  Refused  to  interfere  fur- 
ther, as  he  had  exercised  the 
rights  of  citiienship. 

Condemned. 


Under  consideration. 


Case  to  be  tried  in  a  Court  of  Law, 
Reason  for  seizure  not  reported. 


To  be  considered  with  other  claims 
arising  out  of  this  case. 

Not  enlisted. 

Condemned. 


Refused  to  interfere,  under  advice  of 
Law  Officers. 

Under  consideration. 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Inquiry  made,   ttesolt  not  reported. 

Condemned. 

Ditto. 

Restored.       Claim     for     damages 
pending. 

D 
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183. 
884. 
385. 
S86. 
387. 
388. 
389. 
390. 

391. 
392. 
398. 


Not  reported 

Ditto  .. 

Ditto  .. 

Ditto  .. 

Ditto  .. 

Ditto  .. 

Ditto  4  A 

Messrs.  Bennett  & 
Wake 


J.  Angel 

J.  Crutchett 

Messrs.  Anderson, 
Saxon,  and  Co. 


Messrs.  de  I^izardi 
and  Co. 


394. 

395.  Nbt  l'ej)orted      . . 

396.  R.  Jump 

397.  H.  Allison 

398.  N«t  rept^tted 

399.  Lieutenunt  Rookfe 

400.  Not  reported      .. 


Consul  Louflsida 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Claimants 

Clattnaot  • 

Ditto      . . 

Messrs.  Sinclair  and 
Hamilton. 

Claimants 
Loi^  Lyons 
Ditto ... 


1863 
Dec.  I'l 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto      : . 


Dec.  30 


Dec.  31 

1864 
Jan.     5 

Jan»     4 


Jan.     5 

1863 
Dec.  29 


Dec.  29 


Consul  Kortright  . , 


401.  Family  of  J.Gray 


Ooloiie)  6yke^,  M.P. 


Dec.  31 


1864 
Jan.     7 


Jan.  29 


36 

3 
11 
98 


Capture  of  '*Con$iadt". . 
Capture  of  ^^/a'* 
Capture  of  «•  Comuhia* 
Capture  of  "  B,  T,  Remhdw*" 
Capture  of  *' Atlantic**  . 
Capture  of  **  R.  E.  Lee*' 
Capture  of  "  JETeraW  "    . 
Capture  of  "  Science**    . . 

Ditto 

Injury  to  property 

Capture  of  **  Sax6n**  CoaU  seized 
at  Angra  Pequena. 

Bullion    captured    in    **  Dashing 
Wave** 

Capture  of  "  Matanioroi  " 


Detention  of  "  Florrie  "  at  New 
Orleans 


Similar    detention     of    ^^H,     G. 
Berry*' 

Similar  detention  of  '^Vtgildni** 
and  other  vessels 


Imprisonment 


Captures  of  " Rebecca^*  "  La- 
criota**  ''Cora*'  '' Rowena** 
«  Sarah,**  ''Cataline;*  ''Morn- 
ing Star,'*  "  Chance**  "  Caro- 
line  and  Virsrifda,*'  "  Emilie,*' 
"  l^orster  ShrubW*  "  Volant," 
«  Ermrta,**  "  Dixie,**  "  Napier,** 
"  Ladona,:"  ''Aquilla** "  Eliza- 
beth,**'' Louisa,**  "Josephine,*' 
''EUza;*  'Fa^n^:* '' Defiance:* 
"  Fanntf  Laure,**  "  William 
Creevyr  "  ffe%;*  "  David 
Crockett,**  '^Etmira  Cornelius:* 
"Caroline:* "  ^mma,"  "  Wave,** 
"Brilliant:*  ''J.  C.  Roher:' 
"Princess  Rbval,**  "Glide,** 
" Major E.  FftSw."  "Minnie," 
"Brilliant:'  "Time,**  "Wan- 
derer"  "Express:*  "  Wonder:* 
"BeUie  Kratzer,**  "Emma:* 
"Artist:*"  Jupiter*' 

J.  Gray  killed  by  Lieutenant  Dono- 
van of  United  States'  navy  on 
board  "  Saxon  " 


Condemned. 

Pending. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Under  consideration. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


Released  by  Prize  Court  Under 
consideration. 

Detained  to  prevent  intell^noe  of 
proposed  expeditioa  to  Texas. 
Refused  to  interfere,  sueb  deten- 
tion being  justifiable. 


Jbitto. 


Ditto. 


Case  represented  to  United  States' 
Government.     Did  not  iDtofere        I 
further,     lieutenant  Rooke  tt-        I 
leased. 

All  condemned. 


Under  consideration. 
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NanMi. 

By  whom  reporte 

402.  Jame9  O'NeiJI    .. 

I^  Lyops 

408.  P.Hamilton 

Dittft      ., 

404.  Captain  Steele    .^ 

6f(tft         M 

405.  J.  McHugh 

Ditto     ., 

406.  G.  F.  Cauty 

Ditto      .  t 

407.  J.  Eneas 

Ditto      .^ 

408.  J.  C.  Rahming   . . 

Ditto 

409.  G.  H.  Pwrce     .. 

410.  J.  Harris 

411.  W.  H.  Bethel     .. 

Colonial  Office 

412.  J.  Ring 

Lord  iflro^s 

413.  J.  Macaulay 

T.  Mawaulay 

414.  J.M.Wilson      .. 

Claimant 

415.  W.Miller 

Lord  Bury 

416.  Heirs  of  late  J. 
Purvis. 

A.  Scott . , 

417.  C.  Cole. 

Lord  Lyoi^s 

418.  Hugh  Bennett    .. 

Board  of  Trade 

419.  Captain  Haggin    . 

Lord  Lyope 

420.  R.  S.  Bernard     . . 

421.  D.Wilson 

422.  J.  May. 

Ditto      .. 

423.  Not  reported 

Ditto      .. 

424.  Ditto  .. 

Ditto      .. 

426.  J.  Barrett 

Ditto      . . 

426.  Not  reported      ^ . 

Cqij&u|  Archibald 

427.  Umm.  &mv«  . . 

l>iUe      .. 

428.  Messrs.    Sturgess 
and  Bennett 

Ditto      . . 

429.  H.  A.  Mcl^eod  .. 

Ditto      .. 

4?ftC.M.Jfry 

Ditto 

431.  CandC.C.Crom- 
weH 

DittQ      .. 

48?,  J.  W»J>pr 

Ditto      . . 

433.  W.  Hadden. 

Ditto      . . 

1864 
Jan.  26 

Jan.  26 

JfWt  96 
Jai^.  ^6 
Jai).  26 
Jap.  26 
Jan.  ^6 
Feb.  13 


Feb.  5 
Feb.  19 
Feb.  2'i 

Feb.  22 
Mar.    7 

Feb.  29 

jtfap.  14 
M*r.  8 
Md^f    8 

Mo^,  8 
i^ar.  8 
Mar.  8 
Mar.  12 


Imprisonment. . 

Ditto  ..  .f  . 

Ditto  .*  ., 

Ditto  ••  .f 

Ditto 

Ditto  ..  .,  •. 

Ditto 

I^terfenence  of  officer  of  a  vessel 
flying  United  States'  colours 
with    their   wrecking    schooner 

Imprisonment  at  Key  West 
lU-usa^  at  Hilton  Head 
Loss  of  property 


Ill-treatment  and  loss  of  property. . 

Property    destroyed    by    United 
SUies'  troops. 

Alleged  improper  conscription,  he 
claiming  to  be  a  British  subject. 

Impressment     on     board    United 
States'  ship  "  North  Carolina" 

Imprisonment.      Was    master    of 
'*  Syloanus  " 


Imfrisonmenf. 


Captured        in 


Capture  of  "  SaUie' 

Cafiure  of  "  Sylvanus" 

Imprisonment  . 

Captures    of    "  ^nnw,"    '"Kate,*" 
'*Ma7'm,'*  **  Bishop"' 

Owners  of  pa  rt  of  cargo  of  American 
voMel  "  I^ohbrnrgr'' 

Capture  of  "  Maiy  Chnton  *' 

Capture  of  "  Princfs  Leopold  "    .,. 
Capture  of  "  Salfy  Magee '' 
Capture  of  <<  Andro^fflq  "  » , 

Capt4M-oof«^rf«fif*'     .. 
Capture  of  "  Agnes  "    . . 


Il#l0»«e4.    Under  €«NMiidtratiQ9. 

Ditt^. 

Reloiiifii4. 

Under  coqsidera^ipa. 

Releasor. 

Un<jl^r  consideration 

Ditto. 

Instructioi|s  sent  to  ]l«prd  L]K>n8. 

Instruptioi^s  sent. 

Lord  Lyoi^s  to  inquire. 

Refused  tp  interfere^  as  tbo  case 
relating  to  land  in  Pennsylyania 
w^s  one  for  the  con^idjer^^ioi^  of 
the  United  States'  Co^ts  of  Law. 

Lord  Lyoi^s  to  inquire. 

Under  consideration. 

Ditto. 

Instructioifs  sent  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Under  consideration. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Condemnefl. 


Mossrs.    oTown^s    part    ox    cargo 
rie" 


Condemned.    Appeal  pending. 

Condemned. 

CofMlemned.     A[^peal  pandiog. 

Ditto. 

Condeaaned. 
Restored. 

r>2 
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Name. 


434.  B.  Renaud 

435.  B.  May 

436.  D.  Leslie 

437.  A.  Borrowman 

438.  E.  F.  Rich 

439.  J.  MerriU 

440.  E.  G.  Guthrie 

441.  James  Lions 

442.  J.  Matthews 

443.  W.  Austin 

444.  M.  Oliphant 

445.  J.  King 

446.  J.  R.  Russell 

447.  D.  J.  Cook 

448.  H.Wickland 

449.  W.  H.  Cooper 

450.  Not  reported 


451.N.R.  Clements  . 


By  whom  reported. 


Consul  Archibald 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto  .. 

Ditto  . . 

Ditto  .. 

Ditto  .. 

Ditto  . . 

Ditto  . . 

Ditto  . . 

Ditto  •• 

Ditto  . . 

Ditto  . ; 

Ditto  . . 

Ditto  . . 

Ditto  . . 

Ditto  .. 


Ditto 


111 


Date. 


?S=2 


1864 
Mar.  12 


il 


Ground  of  Claim. 


Capture  of  "  Basgomg  " 
Capture  of  "  Coro  "  .. 
Capture  of  "  Cohmbia  •* 
Capture  of  «*  CourUr**. . 
Capture  of  «  J^rmeit " . . 
Capture  of  •*  ffenry  Traverse  "  . . 
Capture  of  "/rfa'* 
Capture  of  *•  Jane  **      . . 

Capture  of  "Zw^y**      .. 

Capture  of  •«  Nahum  Steteon  "     .  • 

Capture  of  "Ptfcrr/"     .. 

Capture  of  "  Tower  *'   . . 

Capture  of  •*  Venice'*  .. 

Capture  of  '*  Victoria!'  . 

Capture  of «  WUUanC'  . 

Captures  of  ^^AdverUure^'  ^^Asnes^ 
*' Avenger:*  ''Anna;*  '^Ascen- 
sicn:*  •*  By  George;*  ''Curlew;* 
«  Dartr  «  Director;*  ^'Emma;* 
'^EOenr  ''Eugenie;'  ''Edward,** 
"Florence  NighUngale"  "Fro- 
lie;'  "Georgia;*  " Eermoea,'' 
"  Handy;* "  Eat^riet;* "  Julia;* 
"Juniper;'  "Juetina;'  "La- 
vinia;^  "LUy;*  "Linnet;*  "Lady 
Maria;* "  Margaret;*  "Maggie 
Fulton,**  "  Martha  Jane;* 
"Mail;*  "Meteor;'  "Maria 
AlberU;*  "Newcastle;*  "New 
Year;*  "Neptune"  "  O.  S. 
Breeze;*  "  BippU;*  *' Eelam" 
pago;*  "  Richard;*  "  Ring- 
dove;* "Sea  Bird,**  "Sea 
Drift** 

Capture  of  "  Glen,**  July  1 863     . . 


How  disposed  of. 


Condemned.     Appeal  pending. 

Ditto. 

Condemned* 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Condemned.     Appeal  pending. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Condemned. 

Condemned.     Appeal  peodiog. 

Released  by  captor. 

Condemned. 

Ditto. 


Released.  1 7, 1 50  dollars  daxnagei 
and  costs  awarded  against  captors 
by  Prize  Court 


Total  Number  of  Despatches  and  Letters  to  and  from  Foreign  Office,  2,871. 


Memorandum. 

This  Return  comprises  the  result  of  the  fullest  examination  of  the  correspondence  in  the  Foreign  Office, 
1  and  is  believed  to  be  complete  as  far  as  that  correspondence  goes.  In  order,  however,  to  guard  against  any 
prejudice  which  might  result  to  British  claimants  from  their  claims  not  being  inserted  in  this  List,  it  is 
necessary  to  observe  that  the  Return  is  not  to  be  taken  as  conclusive ;  and  this  reserve  is  the  more  necessary 
inasmuch  as  it  is  understood  that  numerous  claims  have  been  registered  in  the  British  Mission  at  Washington, 
though  not  reported  home,  which  may  in  due  season  be  brought  before  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Foreign  Office^ 

March  31,  1864. 
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FURTHER  CORRESPONDENCE 


BSSPSCTINa 


THE    ENLISTMENT    OF   BRITISH    SEAMEN 


Aft 


QUEENSTOWN 


ON   BOARD  THE 


UNITED  STATES'  SHIP  OF  WAR 


(( 


KEARSARGE. 


M 


Pre$e«ted  to  both  Hottaea  of  Parliameni  ly  Command  of  Her  Majetty, 

1864. 


LONDON: 
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Further  Correspondence  respecting  the  Enlistment  of  British 
Seamen  at  Queenstown  on  hoard  the  United  States'  ship 
of  war  ^'  Kearsarge/' 


No.  1. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  March  31,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  bring  to  your  notice  an  account  taken  firom  a  newspaper  of 
what  passed  at  a  trial  before  Mr.  Justice  Keogh  of  the  British  subjects  indicted  for  having 
taken  service  in  the  United  States'  ship  "  Kearsarge/'  at  Queenstown,  in  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act^and  with  reference  to  the  correspondence  which 
has  passed  between  us.  I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  inform  me  whether  you 
have  any  explanations  to  offer  on  the  subject. 

I  am^  &c. 
^Signed)  RUSSELL- 


Indosuie  in  No.  I. 

Bwtmctfvom  the  ''  Dublin  Eoening  Mail"  of  March  16,  1864. 

Cork,  Mandoffy  March  14. 
(From  our  own  Carrespondent.) 

Crown  Couet. 

(Before  Mr.  Justice  Keogh.) 

Thk  ^Kearsarge.'* 

JOHN  SULLIVAN,  John  Murphy,  Edward  Pybum,  Thomas  Murphy,  Denis  Lmty, 
and  Daniel  O'Connell,  were  indicted  for  having  on  the  4th  November,  18ti3,  agreed  to 
enter  service  as  sailors  on  board  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  United  States  of  America,  catted 
the  '  Kearsarge;,''  contrary  to  the  provkioos  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Attorney-General,  M.P.^  Sir  Colman  O'Loghlen^  Q*C.^ 
M.P.,  C.  R.  Barry,  Q.C,  James  O'Hea,  George  Waters,  and  J.  C.  Neligsm,  appeared  for 
the  Crown.  Mr.  J.  C.  Coffey,  instructed  by  Mr.  C.  P.  Wallis,  speared  to  watch  the 
proceedings  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  The  prisoDars  wiere 
undefended. 

They  were  all  young  men  of  very  re^ctable  appearance,  and  wore  the  naval  dress 
of  American  sailors. 

They  pleaded  '^  guUty/'  one  of  them  saying  that  they  did  not  think  it  was  any  harm. 

The  Attomey-C^neial  said  that  the  object  of  his  attendance  had  been  to  some  extent 
accomplished.  The  traversers  had  wisely  submitted,  for  the  evidence  ag^dnst  them  was 
conclusive.  The  law  had  been  vindicated  in  the  first  and  only  case  in  which  it  had  been 
possible  to  prove  an  infiingement  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  in  Ireland ;  and  he  took 
that  opportunity  of  announcing  to  the  people  the  nature  of  that  statute,  the  mischief 
which  it  aimed  to  prevent,  and  the  determination  of  the  Executive  to  enforce  its  provisioms. 
The  Act.  29  Geo.  Ul,  cap.  69,  presented  in  the  briefest  untechnical  language,  forbade  any 
natural-bom  subject  of  the  Queen,  without  her  express  authority,  to  enlist,  or  to  indttce 
others  to  enlist,  in  any  foreign  service,  military  or  naval,  tmder  pain  of  fine  and  imprison- 
ment, at  the  discretion  of  the  Court.    The  policy  of  this  law  was  manifestly  wise  and 
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just.  It  tended  to  maintain  amity  throughout  the  great  family  of  civilized  nations,  and  it 
had  the  highest  sanction  of  morality  and  religion^  in  forbidding  men  to  shed  the  blood  of 
their  fellow-creatures  in  conflicts  with  which  they  had  no  concern,  for  the  wretched  hire 
of  the  mercenary,  without  the  pretext  of  self-defence  or  the  approval  of  legitimate  autho- 
rity. The  circumstances  of  this  country  made  the  enforcement  of  the  statute  especially 
necessary  to  Ireland.  He  lamented  the  vast  emigration  which  had  been  produced  by 
much  suffering  in  latter  years,  encouraged  by  increased  facilities  of  transit,  and  the  larger 
rewards  of  labour  beyond  the  seas,  and  continued  by  the  family  attachment  which  induced 
those  who  had  gone  to  help  their  friends  to  follow,  and  those  who  remained  to  desire 
re-union  with  the  objects  of  their  old  affections.  But,  lament  it  as  we  might,  we  could 
not  forbid  the  free  ejress  of  our  people,  save  when  it  was  made  for  piurposes  condemned 
by  the  law.  A  fearful  struggle  was  convulsing  the  Western  Continent.  That  struggle 
commanded  our  anxious  attention,  but  we  had  no  right  to  decide  between  the  combatants. 
The  wisest  and  best  amongst  us  held  opposing  views  upon  the  merits  of  the  contending 
causes,  and  those  who  administered  the  law  were  bound  to  see  that,  so  far  as  possible, 
the  subjects  of  this  realm  should  not  meddle  with  it  to  their  own  destruction,  und  the 
interruption  of  our  friendly  relations  with  foreign  Powers.  When  we  thought  of  the 
blood  w  liich  had  been  shed  by  Irishmen  in  that  terrible  contest,  the  necessity  for  the 
discharge  of  that  duty  became  more  painfully  apparent.  They  had  been  slaughtered 
wholesale,  it  was  said  to  the  number  of  200,000.  Was  it  not  dreadful  that  men  of  our 
race  should  be  arrayed  in  both  the  contending  armies,  and  butcher  each  other  in  a  ruthless 
controversy  which  was  not  theirs,  for  objects  with  which  their  country  was  not  identified  ? 
If  it  were  true,  as  has  been  stated,  that  in  December  last  there  were  in  New  York  108,!)!  I 
persons  born  in  Ireland  in  a  state  of  pauperism,  of  whom  65,500  were  women,  it  was 
surely  impossible  to  give  more  appalling  proof  of  the  wretchedness  which  had  been  b:)rn 
of  this  war,  or  more  persuasive  argument  of  the  propriety  of  making  an  effort  to  save  our 
people  from  such  calamity.  Not  merely,  therefore,  for  the  legal  maintenance  of  inter- 
national relations,  but  also  for  the  well-being  of  the  Irish  community,  the  Executive 
Grovemment  would  put  the  law  in  force  with  perfect  impartiality,  whether  the  attempt  at 
enlistment  should  be  made  for  the  South  or  the  North.  This  was  the  first  case  in  which 
it  had  been  found  possible  to  prosecute,  and  the  traversers,  having  perhaps  erred  in 
ignorance  of  the  law,  and  having  shown  a  proper  feelinp:  in  submission,  would,  he  had  no 
doubt,  be  dealt  with  leniently  by  the  Court.  But  hereafter,  should  any  attempt  be  made 
to  evade  or  defy  the  law,  all  who  might  have  concern  in  it,  and  especially  any  who  might 
be  engaged  as  agents  in  inducing  others  to  enlist,  would  be  without  excuse,  and  should 
be  without  mercy. 

His  Lordship  asked  the  Attorney-General  whether  he  pressed  for  any  punishment. 
He  did  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood  as  suggesting  any  course.  He  would  offer  no  sugges- 
tion whatever. 

The  Attorney-General. — I  quite  understand  your  Lordship.  I  accept  the  responsibility, 
and  say  at  once  that,  considering  this  is  the  very  first  occasion  on  which  the  statute  has 
been  authoritatively  promulgated  in  Ireland — the  high  probability  that  the  traversers  were, 
as  they  alleged,  ignorant  of  its  existence — the  probability,  also,  that  they  acted  fix)m 
straitened  circumstances,  and  with  a  view  to  better  their  condition — the  excellent  characters 
which,  as  the  Resident  Magistrate  informs  me,  they  have  always  borne,  and  the  feet  that 
those  by  whom  they  were  induced  to  act  illegally  are  not  amenable  to  justice — I  think  I 
exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  stating  to  the  Court  that  I  do  not  press  for  punishment. 
I  believe  every  purpose  of  this  trial  and  of  my  presence  here  will  be  substantially  attained 
if  the  prisoners  are  bound  over  to  appear  for  judgment  when  called  on.  The  country  will 
know  what  the  law  is,  and  that  it  will  be  stringently  enforced. 

His  Lordship  said  the  Attorney-General  had  taken  a  bold  course.  He  had  taken  the 
whole  responsibility  on  himself — a  responsibility  which  he  (Judge  Keogh)  was  satisfied  the 
Attorney-General  was  able,  as  he  always  was,  to  sustain.  The  course  which  had  been  taken 
was  also  a  wise  one.  The  act  on  which  the  prosecution  was  grounded  was  one  of  the 
wisest,  in  his  opinion,  now  remaining  on  our  statute-book,  and  the  policy  of  the  law  had 
been  most  clearly  stated  by  the  Attorney-General  in  language  which  he  (the  learned  Judge) 
could  not  attempt  to  imitate,  and  with  eloquence  which  he  had  seldom  heard  surpassed. 
It  was  an  Act  passed  so  long  ago  as  the  year  1819,  and  it  provided  that  any  person  who 
should,  directly  or  indirectly,  violate  that  Act  should  be  liable  to  a  heavy  fine  and 
imprisonment.  Here  we  had  those  young  men  entering  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
a  Power  at  peace  with  Great  Britain,  at  Queenstown,  in  the  grossest  violation  of  all 
amicable  relations  which  ought  to  exist  between  friendly  Powers.  The  subjects  of  this 
realm  were  taken  by  officers  of  that  navy.  They  well  knew  that  they  were  violating  the 
municipal  laws  of  this  country  in  taking  the  subjects  of  these  realms  on  board  that  ship 
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He  regretted  exceedingly  that,  instead  of  trying  these  young  men,  who  he  couhl  well 
believe  were  ignorant  of  the  Act,  influeaced,  perhaps,  by  want  of  employment,  perhaps  by 
a  d(3sire  for  adventure,  perhaps  by  a  desire  to  see  other  lands — he  was  not  trying  the 
guilty  persons  who  had  induced  them  to  violate  the  law.  It  was  no  imputation  on  those 
who  administered  the  law  that  those  parties  were  not  here,  as  we  are  awai'e  that  the  vessel 
had  gone  across  the  sea.  He  concurred  in  all  that  had  been  so  eloquently  said  by  the 
Attorney-General  as  to  the  policy  of  the  law,  and  he  concurred  in  the  prudence  and 
wisdom  of  every  word  of  the  advice  which  he  had  given  to  our  countrymen  to  hold  aloof 
from  that  internecine  conflict  in  which  our  people  in  the  North  and  South,  many  of  them 
natural- born  subjects  of  this  countrj'^,  were  enlisted  to  fight  in  a  cause  in  which  they  had 
no  concern.  Hundreds  and  thousands  of  them  had  fallen,  "  unwept,  unhonoured,  and 
unsung."  Their  bones  were  bleaching  under  a  foreign  sun,  where  they  had  been  entraped 
by  the  hope  of  reward  and  by  enormous  promises.  Whether  these  promises  would  be 
fulfilled  they  would  see  in  time.  There  they  had  gone  down  to  their  graves,  after 
hard-fought  fields,  upon  which  they  had  exposed  their  valiant  breasts  for  men  who  cared 
not  whether  they  lived  or  died,  provided  they  could  only  carry  out  their  own  selfisii 
objects  (applause).  He  had  other  cause  of  regret  in  this  case.  He  saw  there  those  young 
men^  whose  countenances  spoke  no  guilt,  no  crime,  and  he  did  think  it  was  a  subject  of 
deep  regret  that  the  adventurous  spirit  they  displayed  was  not  availed  of  in  this  country 
more  than  it  was.  Questions  of  public  policy  were  not  for  the  Bench,  but  one  might  even 
here  express  regret  that  that  magnificent  harbour,  second  to  none  in  the  world,  placed  in 
the  high-road  of  all  nations,  the  entrance  gate  of  those  seas  which  lead  to  the  capital  of  the 
empire,  to  her  arsenals,  to  her  ports  for  her  navy,  to  the  ports  of  her  mercantile  marine— 
that  it  was  not  more  availed  of  for  the  purpose  of  teaching,  by  practical  visible  examples, 
that  under  no  flag  in  the  world  are  such  opportunities  presented  for  the  brave  and  the 
adventurous  as  that  which  floats  over  the  British  Empire ;  that  no  flag  has  ever  floated 
upon  the  ocean  beneath  which  so  many  deeds  of  glory  have  been  performed,  as  that  which 
waves  over  the  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  (applause).  He  could  wish,  and  he  did  hope,  that 
even  they  might  live  to  see  the  day  when  those  waters  would  not  lie  without  a  burden,  but 
that  there  might  arise  on  the  banks  of  that  great  bay  arsenals  such  as  existed  in  other 
places,  and  that  the  expenditure,  to  a  ceitain  degree,  of  both  countries  might  take  place  here, 
and  that  the  adventure  and  enterprise  of  such  men  as  he  now  saw  before  him  might  be 
enlisted  in  the  cause  of  our  own  Sovereign,  and  not  directed  to  the  army  or  fleet  of  any 
foreign  Power  in  the  world  (loud  applause).  He  trusted  that  the  warning  of  the 
Attorney-General  would  be  understood  by  every  one,  and  that  many  would  leave  that 
place  with  a  better  opinion  of  British  law  and  justice,  especially  when  administered  by  men 
such  as  the  distinguished  gentleman  he  now  saw  before  him. 

The  prisoners  then  entered  into  recognisances  in  20/.  each  to  come  up  for  judgment  if 
called  on,  and  were  discharged. 


No*  2. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Marl  Ru^8eUi'^(Reteiv€d  April  2.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  April  2,  1864. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  note  of  the  31st  of  March,  bringing  to  my 
notice  an  account  taken  from  a  newspaper  of  what  passed  at  the  trial  before  Mr.  Justice 
Keogh  of  the  British  subjects  indicted  for  taking  service  in  the  United  States'  ship 
'*  Kearsarge,"  at  Queenstown,  and  further  requesting  me  to  inform  you  whether  I  have 
any  explanation  to  offer  on  the  subject. 

I  am  very  happy  to  seize  the  opportunity  thus  offered  to  me  to  state  the  facts  connected 
with  that  case,  so  far  as  they  have  been  submitted  to  my  examination. 

And  first,  it  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  apprise  your  Lordship  that  so  long  ago  as 
the  26th  of  December  last  my  Government,  on  the  receipt  of  the  first  inteUigencc  of  your 
note  to  me  of  the  30th  of  November,  addressed  to  me  instructions  immediately  -to 
investigate  the  charges  against  both  of  the  officers  referred  to  in  that  note,  and  if  I  found 
it  sustained  against  the  Consul,  Mr.  Eastman,  to  dismiss  him  at  once  without  waiting  for 
further  directions  ;  and  with  respect  to  the  Commander  of  the  *'  Kearsarge,"  in  case  he 
wag  found  to  have  been  guilty,  I  was  directed  to  apprise  your  Lordship  that  he  would  be 
promptly  relieved  of  his  command,  and  other  satisfactory  amends  would  be  offered  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

I  trust  that  this  statement  will  serve  to  convince  your  Lordship  that  so  far  as  my 
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Government  is  concerned,  it  has  no  disposition  to  tolerate  any  act  of  its  officrrs  ^hich 
shall  be  shown  to  have  been  done  in  contravention  of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom. 

The  reason  why  I  have  not  acted  under  these  instructions  has  been  that  I  have  thus 
far  seen  no  evidence  to  justify  me  in  doubting  the  statement  of  the  Consul,  Mr.  Eastman, 
made  to  me,  that  he  had  no  part  whatever  in  the  matter.  The  first  intelligence  he  appears 
to  have  had  of  the  men  being  actually  on  board  the  vessel  was  by  a  letter  from 
Captain  Winslow,  reference  to  which  is  made  in  the  letter  of  Rear-Admiral  Jones  of  the 
7th  of  December.  The  only  testimony  afiecting  him  is  tb»at  of  Patrick  Kennedy,  merely 
to  the  eflfect  that  he  saw  him  on  board  the  "  Kearsarge,"  in  conversation  with  some  of  the 
officers.  Mr.  £astman  had  early  informed  mc  that  he  did  go  on  board  to  see  the  captain; 
that  he  found  that  he  had  gone  ashore  ;  that  he  did  not  go  below,  but  stood  conversing 
with  the  first  lieutenant  a  little  while  on  a  subject  having  no  relation  w  hatever  to  enlist- 
mentSy  and  that  he  soon  returned  to  land.  I  trust  your  Lordship  will  agree  with  me  in 
the  opinion  that  the  mere  fact  of  being  on  board  the  **  Kearsarge"  would  not  justify  me 
in  suspecting  the  Consul  of  being  privy  to  an  unlawful  act,  in  the  face  of  his  positive 
genial  to  the  contrary. 

With  regard  to  his  denial  of  the  charge  against  Captain  Winslow,  it  is  obvious  that 
he  could  have  made  it  only  upon  such  information  as  he  then  possessed,  and  his  own 
personal  belief  at  the  time  that  it  was  correct.  Even  were  it  admitted  that  he  had  been 
mistaken  in  this  averment^  it  does  not  at  all  follow  that  his  afiSrmation  respecting  himself 
it  in  any  way  impeached. 

Having  thus  no  evidence  whatever  in  my  hands,  coming  either  from  the  persons 
alleged  to  have  been  enlisted  or  from  any  other  source,  to  prove  Mr.  Eastman's  know- 
ledge or  participation  in  the  act  charged,  no  case  seemed  to  exist  to  justify  me  in 
pursuing  any  investigation.  At  the  same  time  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  add  that  I  have  been 
directed  to  communicate  to  your  Lordship  the  desire  of  my  Government  that  I  may  be 
furnished  with  any  such  additional  proofs  as  may  be  in  your  possession  and  may  be  deemed 
to  be  material,  should  it  still  be  the  wish  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the  matter 
should  be  further  pursued. 

In  regard  to  the  action  of  the  officers  of  the  '*  Kearsarge/'  who  appear  to  be  genmHf 
involved  by  the  language  of  Mr.  Justice  Keogh  in  the  suspicion  of  being  parties  to  a 
violation  of  the  Enlistment  Act,  the  facts,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  them,  aie 
these:— It  appears  that  one  James  Haley,  a  native  of  Ireland,  but  now  in  the  serviced 
the  United  States  as  a  petty  officer  on  board  the  **  Kearsarge,"  on  or  about  the  2nd  of 
November  went  ashore  to  visit  his  relations  at  Eingaskiddy.  While  at  this  place  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  he  suggested  to  several  meji  whom  he  met  the  probability  that  thejr 
might  get  employment  on  board  of  the  steamer.  There  is  no  evidence  that  he  himself 
promised  them  any,  nor  that  he  had  any  authority  whatever  to  do  so  if  he  did.  In  point 
of  fact  he  could  have  had  none.  To  the  extent  thus  defined  it  would  seem  as  if  he  might 
have  made  himself  liable  as  having  violated  the  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  Her  Mtyesty's 
laws. 

The  announcement  thus  made  and  soon  spread  abroad  produced  an  immediate  effect 
among  the  population  in  the  vicinity,  the  consequence  of  which  was  that  a  number  of  men, 
variously  estimated  at  from  150  to  300,  went  out  to  the  ship,  eagerly  seeking  to  be 
employed.  A  few  of  these,  being  the  immediate  townsmen  of  James  Haley  aforesaid, 
appear  to  have  been  presented  to  Officer  Thornton  as  applicants  for  enlistment,  who,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Commander  and  of  any  definite  instructions,  gave  them  reason  to  suppose 
that  they  might  be  engaged.  They  were  therefore  subjected  to  the  usual  examination, 
subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  captain  on  his  return.  To  the  extent  here  specified 
Offleer  Thornton  appears  to  have  made  himself  liable  as  having  violated  the  spirit  if  not 
the  letter  of  Her  Majesty's  law.  It  is  proper  in  his  case  to  add  that  he  avers  he  was  not 
aware  at  the  time  of  the  provisions  of  that  law. 

On  the  return  of  the  Captain  to  his  vessel  he  was  consulted  in  regard  to  what  bad 
been  done,  and  immediately  gave  orders  not  only  to  forbid  the  enlistments,  but  to  clear 
the  ship  of  all  the  men  who  had  come,  and  further  to  forbid  the  numerous  boats  that  were 
crowding  around  it  from  coming  alongside.  The  orders  were  executed  not  without 
considerable  difficulty,  from  the  desire  of  the  men  to  stay,  and  the  vessel  sailed. 

On  the  next  day,  however,  it  was  discovered  that  several  men,  principally  the  neigh* 
hours  and  townsmen  of  James  Haley,  of  Ringaskiddy,  had  succeeded  in  escaping  detection 
and  were  still  on  board,  That  these  people  had  been  concealed  with  the  connivance  of 
some  person  or  persons  belonging  to  the  crew  of  the  ''  Kearsarge,"  and  in  the  hope  of 
ultimately  retaining  them,  there  can  be  little  doubt.  But  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  Commander  had  any  knowledge  of  or  share  in  it.  On  learning  the  fact,  his  first 
decision  was  to  put  them  ashore  at  Brest,  the  port  to  which  he  was  going.    This  wa» 
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actually  done.  But  on  a  re-consideration  of  the  destitute  condition  in  which  they  would 
he  lefty  and  of  the  probability  that  they  might  he  driven  to  have  recourse  to  enlistment  in 
the  vessel  formerly  known  to  your  Lordship  as  the  *^  Oreto/'  and  now  the  "  Florida/' 
which  has  been  notoriously  fitted  out  firom  a  British  port  and  filled  with  British  subjects, 
for  months  past  carrying  on  war  against  the  United  States,  he  determined  to  take  them  on 
board  once  more^  and  to  return  to  Queenstown  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  them  in  safety 
to  their  own  homes.     This  was  accordingly  carried  out. 

The  conclusion  at  which  I  arrived  from  an  examination  of  the  facts  as  they  have  been 
recited  is,  that  no  evidence  is  brought  forward  to  show  that  Captain  Winslow  ever  gave 
any  authority  to  enlist  one  of  these  people  in  Queenstown  or  elsewhere.  On  the  contrary^ 
he  forbad  any  such  proceeding  so  soon  as  he  knew  it  was  contemplated,  and  when  he 
found  that  his  orders  had  been  evaded,  he  took  the  only  method  in  his  power  to  repair  the 
wrong  by  promptly  restoring  the  individuals  concerned  to  the  condition  from  which  they 
had  been  taken. 

I  am  not  however  disposed  to  doubt  that  among  some  of  those  constituting  the 
crew  of  the  *'  Kearsarge'*  there  may  have  been  a  desire  to  keep  these  men  with  a  hope 
that  they  might  ultimately  be  sufiered  to  retain  their  places  on  board.  But  I  have  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  this  motive  operated  upon  a  single  one  of  the  principal  ofiicers  of 
the  ship.  Presuming  that  it  was  not  the  purpose  to  pursue  these  investigations  further 
than  was  necessary  Ailly  to  sustain  the  majesty  of  the  British  law,  I  have  rested  quiet  in 
the  conviction  that  the  clearly  proved  absence  of  all  intention  on  the  part  of  my  Govern- 
ment, or  of  any  of  its  responsible  agents,  to  commit  an  offence  in  the  present  instance,  had 
most  conclusively  effected  that  object.  If,  however,  it  should  turn  out  that  additional 
measures  would  be  agreeable  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  I  shall  be  happy  to  be  informed 
of  the  fact  by  your  Lordship,  as  well  as  to  receive  any  and  all  further  proofs  that  may 
be  in  its  possession,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  arrive  at  a  more  complete  and  satisfactory^ 
result. 

In  the  mean  time  I  am  instructed  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  my  Government,  in 
this  as  in  any  other  case  that  may  occur,  will  not  fail  to  vindicate  its  respect  for  the  lawa 
of  Great  Britain  and  for  the  law  of  nations. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

No.  3. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  April  9,  1864. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  in  answer  to  the 
letter  in  which  I  requested  you  to  inform  me  whether  you  had  any  explanations  to  offer 
with  regard  to  the  British  subjects  who  were  indicted  for  taking  service  in  the  United 
States'  ship  '*  Kearsarge.'' 

In  reply  to  your  letter  I  have  only  to  regret  that  officers  Thornton  and  Haley,  who 
appear  clearly  to  have  violated  the  municipal  kw  of  this  country,  which  they  were  bound 
to  have  made  themselves  acquainted  with,  should  still  be  retained  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

lam,  &C. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.4- 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  April  9,  1864. 

I  TRANSMIT  to  you  herewith  extracts  from  a  deposition  of  one  Daniel  O'Connell, 
by  which  you  will  perceive  that  he  declares  that  he  was  examined  and  sworn  before  or  with 
the  knowledge  of  officers  of  the  United  States'  ship  of  war  "  Kearsarge,"  and  furnished  with 
the  uniform  of  a  United  States'  sailor. 

I  know  not  how  these  circumstances  occurring  on  board  a  ship  of  war  can  have  taken 
place  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Captain  of  the  vessel. 

I  am,  &c 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 
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IvelMvein  No. '4. 
Extntetfrtm  Dep^sUim  of  Dmmei  QfO&mtdL 

A  llfAN  that  m»  I  bdieve  a  doctor  exannkl  rae,  btiDg  stripped,  andtold  jne  I 

fit  for  senrioe.    I  then  went  forwacdawi  the  siiip  aufed  next  day. 

*  *  #  «  • 

Oive  of  the  oflSoers  of  the  ship  took  me  (irith  e%bt  or  nine  of  the  men  who  had  come 
on  board  at  Qoeenstown)  on  shore  at  Brest  in  a  i>oat,  and  when  the  boat  had  just  tooched 
the  beach  the  officer  said,  ''  Any  of  you  men  that  wish  can  go  on  there  now^  b«t  if  ^eu 
wish  70U  can  enter  on  board  the  ship.  All  the  men  said  they  would  enter,  upon  which 
the  bmt  returned  to  the  ''  Kearsarge,''  and  we  were  all  awom  to  enter  the  United  States' 
navy  for  three  years  at  twelve  dollars  per  month  each,  and  our  names  were  entered  in  the 
ship's  books,  and  we  were  provided  with  the  ship's  uniform. 

No.  6. 

Mr.  Admm  to  Earl  RM9niL—(Reeeioed  April  11.) 

My  Lord,  Legation  of  the  United  States,  London,  April  1 1,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  Teception  of  two  notes  from  your  Lordsh^, 
both  dated  the  dth  instaiit. 

One  of  these  notes  expresses  regret  ihat  erfficers  lliomton  and  Haley,  of  the  United 
States'  steamer  **  Kearsarge,**  who  in  your  view  appear  clearly  to  have  violated  ik 
misiicipal  law  of  this  country,  should  still  be  retained  in  tbe  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  other  transmits  to  me  extracts  from  a  deposition  of  one  Daniel  O'ConneH,  ia 
furttier  support  of  an  inference  that  tbe  Oaptain  of  the  *^  Kearsarge '"  must  have  known  of 
the  enlistment  of  the  Irishmen  at  Qoeenstown. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  this  latest  testimooy 
affects  that  which  has  been  published  hereftofore.  Edward  Lynch,  in  his  deposition  takes 
on  the  16th  of  November  last,  affirms  that  he  went  on  board  the  "  Kearsarge  "  in  company 
with  the  said  Daniel  O'Connell,  and  that  he  saw  the  boatswain  ship  the  said  O'Connell  at 
Queenstown  after  he  had  passed  the  usual  inspection.  This  was  on  or  about  the  3rd  of 
November.  He  admits  that  tbe  Captain  49ms  not  on  board,  but  that  he  heard  the 
Commander  say  to  the  boatswain,  "  I'll  leave  them  in  charge  to  you  now."  This  is  all 
the  evidence  that  appears  in  any  degree  to  implicate  the  first  officer,  here  called  the 
Comrnaoder,  Mr.  Thornton,  in  the  chai^  of  enlistment  within  this  Kingdom. 

Bat  Daniel  O^Connell  himself  on  his  «ide  changes  the  whole  «cene  of  the  tremsaction. 
He  avera  in  the  extract  yon  have  been  pleased  to  furnish  to  me  that  the  enlistment  Uxk 
place  when  one  of  the  officers,  whom  he  does  not  name,  and  who  was  not  likely  to  hare 
been  Thornton,  took  eight  or  ten  of  the  men  in  a  boat  for  the  purpose  of  landing  them  at 
Brest  in  Prance.  This  must  have  been  at  the  time  when  Captain  Winslow  affirms  that  he 
or^ki*ed  themso  to  be  landed  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  them.  Itwould  seem  that  this 
officer,  instead  of  obeying  orders,  then  offered  to  them  tbe  choice  of  landing  or  ^se  of 
enlisting,  upon  which  they  all  choose  the  latter,  returned  to  the  vessel,  and  were  'ihta 
enlisted.    This  enlistment  was  then  made  in  a  port  of  France. 

It  necessarily  fotiows  from  this  exposition  that  if  O'Connell  were  enlisted  at  Queens- 
town  as  Edward  Lynch  affirms,  there  was  no  enlistment  of  him  at  Brest,  as  O'Connell 
himself  avers.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  O'Connell  is  right,  that  he  was  enlisted  by  an  officer 
in  a  boat  at  Brest,  then  it  is  clear  that  there  was  no  enlistment  of  him  at  Queenstown  by 
officer  Thornton,  as  alleged  by  Lynch.  Two  successive  enlistments  of  the  same  man,  at 
about  the  same  time,  are  not  necessary  or  customary  in  any  service.  On  the  other  hand, 
officer  Thornton  himself  denies  that  he  ever  enlisted  anybody.  He  affirms  that  he  expressed 
<luiKHielf  "willing  to  aceept  the  men  at  Queenstown,  if  the  Captain  on  his  return  from  shore 
should  approve  of  the  preoesdii^.  But  the  Captain  did  not  so  approvie,  and  nothiag'mDre 
was  "dose  about  it  by  him. 

If  the  officer  who  had  charge  of  the  boat  to  place  the  men  on  shore  ^  Brest, 
iin  obedience  to  tbe  ^N^der  of  the  ^Captain,  took  the  responsibility  of  then  and  th^e 
enhsting  and  returning  them  to  the^efaip,  it  is  (pifm  that  he  must  hav«e  been  aoty^  dkeetly 
in  the  face  of  ^  his  authority ;  and,  furthermore,  that  he  was  immediately  disavowed  by  his 
pmoipal,  *for  the  steamer  /was  forthwith  ordered  to  leave  Brest  and  make  a  direct  course 
back  to  Queenstown,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  get  rid  of  these  very  men,  who  are 
said  to  have  been  enlisted  fui  thiee  jfcais.    The  couiiadittiUiiTS'too  apparent  and  palpable 
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to  permit  of  farther  doubt  as  to  the  character  of  the  testimony.  On  the  other  hand. 
Captain  Winslow  himself  says  that  when  he  found,  after  leaving  Queenstown,  that  the 
men  who,  against  his  orders  to  clear  them  out  of  the  vessel,  were  still  on  board,  having 
been  secreted  there,  he  decided  upon  landing  them  at  his  first  stopping-place  at  Brest. 
They  were  landed  accordingly ;  but  upon  a  re-consideration  of  their  destitute  condition 
and  of  the  danger  of  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents,  notoriously  without 
scruple  about  enlisting  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  or  any  other  nation,  he  determined 
to  t^e  them  on  board  again  for  the  purpose  of  returning  them  to  Queenstown,  which  was 
accordingly  done  with  promptness  and  despatch. 

I  am  constrained  to  believe  this  account  to  be  altogether  the  most  consistent  and 
credible.  The  others  conflict  with  each  other  and  with  probability  so  strongly  that  I 
trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  withdrawing  the  little  credit  I  have  been  heretofore  disposed 
to  give  them. 

The  only  remaining  piece  of  circumstantial  evidence  to  sustain  the  idea  of  enlistment 
is  the  admitted  '&ct  of  the  men  having  been  landed^  whilst  dressed  in  the  clothing  of 
seamen  in  the  United  States'  service.  That  such  clothing  was  given  out  to  them,  probably 
with  the  conmvance  of  the  petty  officer,  whose  agency  first  induced  them  to  com?  on 
boards  is  very  certain.  That  it  was  not  taken  away  from  them  is  alleged  to  be  solely 
awing  to  the  feet  that  their  own  clothing  was  in  every  respect  unfit  for  them  to  appear  in 
decently  on  board.  During  the  period  of  their  stay  they  were  rated  on  the  ship's  books 
ta  maka  the  accounts  regular,  and  when  they  left  it  was  deemed  more  proper  to  let  them 
have  the  dress  they  had  already  worn  for  some  time.  Had  it  been  thought  that  this 
lS>erality  would  te  urged  by  your  Lordship  as  a  proof  of  their  enlistment,  nothing  would 
Uave  been  mcare  easy  to  obviate  the  suspicion  than  to  return  them  in  rags  as  they  came. 

I  am  not  however  disposed  to  withdraw  my  former  admission,  that  in  the  original 
proceedings  there  is  evidence  of  some  connivance  on  the  part  of  one  or  more  of  the  petty 
officers  of  the  "'Kearsarge  "  in  the  endeavour  to  enlist  these  men  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  That  the  first  officer,  Thornton,  had  any  intention  of  the  kind,  I  am 
constrained  niore  seriously  to  doubt.  I  do  not  regard  myself  as  possessed  of  authority  to 
direct  a  pursuii^  of  the  investigation  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  But  understanding  it 
from  your  Lordship's  note  to  be  the  wish  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  further 
measures  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  precise  nature  of  the  action  of  the  suspected 
parties,  and  that  they  should  be  visited  with  a  suitable  penalty  if  found  guilty,  I  shall  do 
myself  the  honour  to  communicate  your  wish  for  the  consideration  of  my  Government. 
I  do  not  doubt  that  the  proper  authority  will  direct  further  proceedings  to  be  had,  in  order 
to  arrive  at  the  precise  truth,  and  to  give  just  satisfaction  to  your  Lordship  in  case  of  the 
proof  of  any  offence. 

I  pray,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


No.  6. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  April  13,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  11th  instant 
relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States'  steamer  **  Kearsarge,"^  in 
T^;aurd  to  the  enlistment  of  British  subjects  for  service  on  board  that  vessel. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 
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Correspondence  respecting  the  Removal  of  British  Consuls  from 
the  so^styled  Confederate  States  of  America. 


ITo.  1. 

Cbftral  Mo^re  to  Earl  RusselL — (Received  June  28.) 

(Eirtract.)  Richmond,  June  9,  1863. 

I  BLAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  despatch  and  inclosures 
written  by  me  to  Lord  Lyons^  dated  the  6th  instant^  from  which  your  Lordship  will  gather 
that  this  GoYernment  has  annulled  my  exequatur. 


Licksure  1  in  Ko.  1. 

Consul  Moore  to  Lord  Lyons. 
(Bictraci)  Richmond,  June  6,  1863. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  inclofie  to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to 
me  by  Mr.  Benjamin^  Secretary  of  State,  under  yesrterda/s  date,  together  with  Letters- 
Patent  (copy  also  inclosed)  in  the  name  of  the  President,  Mr.  Jefferson  Dayis,  reToking 
my  exequatur  as  Her  Majesty's  Consul  for  the  State  of  Virginia^  for  the  reason  therein 
assigned,  that  I  had  corresponded  with  the  Secretary  of  War  here,  on  matters  beyond 
my  Consular  jurisdiction,  after  receiving  an  intimation  from  the  Secretary  of  State  not 
to  do  so. 

I  am  very  happy  to  state  that  my  last  crowning  Consular  act  was  consummated 
yesterday  morning  before  I  received  this  ungenerous  withdrawal  of  my  exequatur,  by 
which  measure  I  have  checked  the  attempted  conscription  of  British  subjects,  under 
various  pretexts,  namely,  for  having  voted,  for  having  declared  their  intention  of  becoming 
citizens,  for  holding  real  estate,  and  for  having  married  in  the  country,  so  that  numerous 
British  subjects  got  their  release  from  captivity  in  a  military  cmp  yesterday,  and  it  will 
stay  I  trust  for  a  time  this  source  of  anxiety  to  them. 

If  I  am  to  leave  Richmond  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  this  Government 
should  allow  the  unshackled  departure  of  all  British  subjects;  and  if  military  exigencies 
idiould  be  pleaded  as  an  excuse  for  objecting  to  allow  them  to  cross  their  military  lines, 
I  beg  to  suggest  whether  means  could  not  be  resorted  to  to  have  steamers  sent  to  City 
Point,  on  the  James  River,  for  their  conveyance  to  Baltimore  or  New  York.  There  are 
numerous  British  workmen  in  the  different  Government  workshops  who  are  very  anxious 
to  leave^  at  their  own  expense,  but  they  are  refused  pan^iorts. 

P.S. — ^I  also  inclose  copy  of  my  answer  to  Mx.  Bei^'amiiw 
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Digitized  by 


Google 


Inclosnre  2  in  No.  !• 

Mr.  Benjamin  to  Consul  Moore. 

®^*  r.™-r.  Department  of  State,  Bichmond,  June  5,  1863. 

THE  President  of  the  Confederate  States  has  been  informed  that  in  consequence  of 
your  assuming  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  on  matters 
occurring  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  you  were  requested  to  submit  to  this  Department 
your  Consular  Commission,  as  well  as  any  other  authority  held  by  you  to  act  in  behalf  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  before  further  correspondence  could  be  held  with  you  as 
British  Consul  for  the  port  of  Richmond.  He  has  further  been  informed  that  you  have 
not  acceded  to  this  request,  and  that  in  disregard  of  the  legitimate  authority  of  this 
Government  you  have  again  lately  corresponded  as  Her  Majesty's  Consul  for  this  port 
with  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  President  considers  it  as 
inconsistent  with  the  respect  which  it  is  his  office  to  enforce  towards  this  Government, 
that  you  should  any  longer  be  permitted  to  exercise  the  functions  or  enjoy  the  privileges 
of  a  Consul  in  these  Confederate  States.  He  has  consequently  thought  prc^r  by  the 
Letters-Patent  of  which  I  inclose  you  a  copy  to  revoke  the  exequatur  heretofore  granted 
to  you,  and  to  make  public  these  Letters-Patent. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)  '  J.  P.  BENJAMm,  Secretary  of  State. 


Inclosure  3  in  Ko.  1. 

LetterS'Patent  revoking  Exequatur  of  George  Moore^  Her  Britannic  Majesties  Consul  at 

Richmond. 

Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

^  •     WHEREAS,  George  Moore,  Esquire,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  for  the  port 
of  Richmond  and  State  of  Virginia  (duly  recognized  as  such  by  the  exequatur  issued  bj 
a  former  Government,  which  was  at  the  time  of  the  issue  the  duly  authorized  agent  for 
that  purpose  of  the  State  of  Virginia),  did  recently  assume  to  act  as  Consul  for  a  place 
other  than  the  city  of  Bichmond,  and  a  State  other  than  the  State  of  Virginia^  and  was, 
thereupon,  on  the  20th  day  of  February  last,  1863,  requested  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  submit  to  the  Department  of  State  his  Consular  Commission,  as  well  as  any  other 
authority  he  may  have  received  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  Government  of  Her  Britaimic 
Majesty,  before  further  correspondence  could  be  held  with  him  as  Her  Majesty's  Consul 
at  the  port  of  Bichmond,  and  whereas  the  said  George  Moore  has  lately,  without  acceding 
to  said  request,  entered  into  correspondence  as  Her  Majesty's  Consul  with  the  Secretary 
of  War  of  these  Confederate  States,  thereby  disregarding  the  legitimate  authority  of 
this  Government. 

These,  therefore,  are  to  declare  that  I  do  no  longer  recognize  the  said  George  Moore 
as  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  in  any  part  of  these  Confederate  States,  nor  permit 
him  to  exercise  or  enjoy  any  of  the  functions,  powers,  or  privileges  allowed  to  the  Consuls 
of  Great  Britain.  And  I  do  wholly  revoke  and  annul  any  exequatur  heretofore  given  to 
the  said  George  Moore  by  the  Government  which  was  formerly  authorized  to  grant  such 
exequatur  as  agent  of  the  State  of  Virgina,  and  do  declare  the  said  exequatur  to  be 
absolutely  null  and  void  from  this  day  forward. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the.seal  of 
the  Confederate  State  of  America  to  be  hereunto  aflSxed. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  fifth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  sixty  three.  

(Signed)  JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

By  the  President, 

(Signed)  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State. 
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IncTosiire  4  in  No,  !• 
Consul  Moore  to  Mr.  Benjrniin. 

Sir,  Kichmond^  June  6,  1863.  . 

I  BLA.VE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  yonr  commnnication  of  yesterday's  date, 
transmitting  to  me  the  Letters-Patent  of  the  President,  revoking  my  exequatur  as 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  for  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Without  commenting  upon  this  act,  I  simply  acknowledge  its  reception,,  whick  I 
will  communicate  to  my  Government  by  the  first  opportunity. 

(Signed)  '  GEO.  MOORE. 


No.  2. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  RusselL — (Received  June  28.) 

(Extract.)  Washington,  June  16,  1863. 

ME.  MOORE  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  delivered  to  me  a  despatch  dated  the  6tb 
instant,  reporting  that  his  exequatur  had  been  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Davis,  which  he  had 
intended  to  forward  to  me  by  a  messenger  if  the  Confederate  authorities  had  allowed 
him  to  send  one.  A  copy  of  it  goes  to  your  Lordship  to-day  inclosed  in  a  despatch 
which  Mr.  Moore  addressed  to  you  on  the  9th  instant,  and  which  he  brought  here 
with  him. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  the  following  papers 
which  have  been  delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  Moore : — 

1.  Despatch  from  Mr.  Moore  to  me  reporting  arrangements  made  by  him  for  tHe 
protection  of  British  subjects  ; 

2.  Despatch  from  Mr.  Moore  to  me  informing  me  of  the  intention  of  Mr.  Acting 
Consul  Walker  with  regard  to  the  objections  raised  in  his  case  by  Mr.  Benjamin,  inclosing 
a  copy  of  the  despatch  to  your  Lordship  No.  23  above  mentioned,  and  asking  my  leave 
to  quit  Richmond ; 

3.  Despatch  from  Mr.  Moore  to  me  explaining  his  reasons  for  leaving  Richmond 
without  waiting  for  an  answer  from  me,  and  expressing  his  wish  to  go  on  immediately  to 
England ; 

4.  Letter  from  the  Confederate  Adjutant-General  to  the  Commandant  of  Conscripts 
at  Macon,  Georgia,  containing  instructions  respecting  the  liability  of  foreigners  to 
conscription ; 

b.  Letter  from  Mr.  Benjamin  to  the  French  Consul  at  Richmond,  informing  him 
that  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  has  determined  to  permit  no  direct  commu- 
nication between  Consuls  in  those  States  and  the  functionaries  of  their  Governments 
residing  within  the  "  enemy's  lines ;'' 

6.  An  extract  from  the  Richmond  newspaper  "  Sentinel,"  containing  a  copy  of  a 
despatch  from  Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Mason,  stating  the  reasons  for  the  withdrawal  of 
Mr.  Moore's  exequatur,  and  for  forbidding  direct  communication  between  Consuls  in  the 
Confederate  States  and  the  Legations  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Mason  is  instructed  to 
communicate  this  despatch  to  your  Lordship. 

I  do  not  purpose  to  make  any  endeavour  to  alter  the  arrangements  which  Mr.  Moore 
has  made  for  the  protection  of  British  subjects.  M.  Mercier  hastened  to  assure  me  that 
he  should  be  happy  to  instruct  M.  Paul,  the  French  Consul  at  Richmond  (who  happens  to 
be  at  this  moment  at  Washington)  to  take  charge  of  the  British  Consulate  on  his  return 
to  his  post.  I  have  not,  however,  thought  it  advisable  to  accept  this  oflfer.  It  is  doubtfril 
whether  the  Confederate  authorities  would  recognize  such  an  arrangement.  Indeed,  the 
fact — of  which,  they  could  not  be  kept  in  ignorance — ^that  it  had  been  made  by  the  British 
and  French  Ministers  at  Washington  would  no  doubt  induce  them  to  object  to  it ;  and  at 
at  all  events  they  would  not,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  allow  M.  Paul  to  interfere  in  any 
matters  not  pertaining  to  the  precise  district  to  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Consulate  of 
which  he  was  in  charge  extended.  Mr.  Moore  is  himself  confident  that  the  arrangement 
he  has  made  will  be  in  practice  much  more  advantageous  to  British  subjects  than  placing 
them  under  the  protection  of  any  foreign  Consul.  I  think  it  therefore  better  that  this 
matter  shall  remain  as  Mr.  Moore  has  left  it,  until  your  Lordship  issues  orders  concerning 
it. 
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It  is  plain  that  Mr.  Moore's  jsetofiiiiir  t#  Bi^mond  would  be  of  no  service  whateyer 
to  British  interests ;  I  hare  therefore  told  him  tiiat  I  see  no  objection  to  his  going  to 
England  as  he  wishes.    He  intgnds  to  eid>af k  in  a  few  days. 

I  think  that  so  far  as  this  Legation  is  concerned,  it  would  be  an  advantage  that  its 
connection  with  the  Consular  Officers  in  territory  held  by  the  Confederates  should  be 
dissolved.  The  communication  is  so  slow  and  uncertain  that  intelligence  seldom  reaches 
me  from  those  officers  in  time  to  be  of  any  vakie.  For  the  same  reason  they  camiot 
obtain  special  instructions  from  me  in  any  sudden  contingency,  while  general  instnctioiis 
to  them  would  be  sent  with  much  greater  advantage  from  the  Foreign  Office  than  from 
this  Legation.  The  communications  between  the  Uonsuls  in  the  South,  and  the  L^;fltion 
have  always  tended  to  give  rise  to  suspicion  in  the  United  States ;  they  have  now  been 
doBoanced  as  offensive  by  the  Confederate  authorities.  Your  Lordship  will  observe  that 
notwithstanding  my  repeated  instructions  to  the  Consuls  never  to  allude  to  mo  or  to  the 
Legation  in  their  communications  with  those  autiiiorities,  and  notwithstanding  the  care 
which  has  been  taken  at  your  Lordship's  office  to  address  instructions  to  the  Consols 
directly  instead  of  desiring  mo  to  transmit  them,  Mr.  Benjamin  in  his  despatch  to 
Mr.  Mason  dwells  on  the  connexion  between  the  Consuls  and  this  Legation  as  the  main 
reason  for  the  measures  which  Mr.  Davis  has  adopted. 

There  was  one  great  advantage  in  the  existing  arrangement  which  can  hardly  be  said 
to  exist  any  longer.  "We  had  for  some  time  Consuls  at  the  Southern  ports  recognised  as 
such  by  both  beUigerents,  and  this  was  convenient  in  cases  in  which  ports  in  ue  South 
were  attacked  by  the  Federals.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  objection  having  been  made  hj 
the  Confederates  to  Mr.  Fullarton  as  Acting  Consul  at  Savannah,  but  the  recognitiom  hj 
them  of  Mr.  Walker  as  Acting  Consul  at  Charleston  and  of  Mr.  Cridland  as  Acting  Goml 
at  Mobile  appears  to  be  very  doubtful ;  and  even  supposing  all  these  Acting  Consuls  to  be 
recognized,  the  Confederate  authorities  will  still  refuse  to  allow  them  to  interfere  in 
behiuf  of  British  subjects  beyond  the  exact  limits  to  which  the  jurisdiction  <^  the  respec- 
tive Consulates  extends,  and  this  will  leave  the  greater  part  of  the  British  subjects  in  the 
Confederate  States  without  protection. 


Indosure  1  in  No.  2. 

Consul  Moore  to  Lord  Lyons. 
My  Lord,  Richmond,  nhme  9,  J  863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state  that  as  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  liere  are 
such  that  they  cannot  be  abruptly  broken  off  without  the  most  serious  detriment  to  Biitidi 
subjects  resident  in  the  Southern  States^  I  have  deemed  it  expedient  without  loss  of  time 
to  adopt  the  following  measure  for  the  protection  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects*    1  haife 
issued  the  following  notice  in  the  local  newspapers,  namely : — 

**  Notice  to  British  Subjects. — British  subjects  requiring  professional  advice  con- 
nected with  questions  of  their  nationality  are  recommended  by  Mr.  Greorge  Moore,  kte 
Ber  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  for  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  apply  to  Mr.  G.  A.  Myeis, 
Attomey-at-law,  on  12th,  between  Capitol  and  Broad  Streets,  Richmond.'* 

Mr.  Myers  is  a  very  competent  person,  to  whom  British  interests  can  be  most 
implicitly  confided,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  assuming  any  degree  of  responsibility  in 
Toeommending  this  gentleman  as  the  keeper  of  the  archives  of  this  Consulate,  and  costodiaii 
of  British  interests,  until  ulterior  arrangements  can  be  determined  upon.  Mr.  Myers 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  every  Member  of  the  Administration  here,  woA  he  is  o&e 
of  the  most  prominent  and  respectable  citizens  of  Ridim(md.  The  assistance  whdch  he 
has  rendered  to  this  Consulate  is  such  that  I  believe  the  business  of  this  office  coold 
never  have  been  conducted  with  satisfactory  result  without  his  firiendly  and  gratmtoas 
iBttd,  which  Mr.  Cridland,  1  know,  proposes  to  represent  to  Her  Majesty's  Gkrvemment. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  trust  that  the  present  arrangement  and  my  prospective 
suggestion  will  meet  with  your  Lordship's  concurrence. 

I  have,  fte. 
(Kgned)  GEO.  tf  OOKB. 
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IndoMura  2  m  No.  2. 

GmmdMo0r€  to  Lard  Lymu. , 

My  Lord,  Washington,  June  16,  1863. 

.  SXKCB  I  had  the  henoor  of  addressing  your  Lordship  from  Richmond^  I  have  orally 
explained  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  appear  before  you  personally  without  awaiting 
your  Lordship's  instructions,  in  consequence  of  the  unexpected  order  issued  by  Mr.  Benja- 
min, the  Secretary  of  State  of  the.  foityfed  Coo&derote  States,  prohibiting  all  further 
direct  communications  **  between  the  Consuls  of  neutoal  nations  in  the  Confederacy 
and  the  functionaries  of  those  natioBs  peeiding  in  the  North." 

Therefore  as  my  exequatur  as  Consul  for  the  State  of  Virginia  has  been  annulled,  I 
propose  (if  it  should  meet  with  your  Lordship's  concurrence)  to  proceed  forthwith  to 
Bn^and,  and  report  myself  to  Earl  Busftell. 

I  also  hare  the  honour  of  inclosing  herewith  the  cc^y  of  a  c<unmunication  dated 
Oonfedeiate  States  of  America,  Bureaa  of  Conscription,  Bichmond,  Virginia,  May  22, 186S, 
addressed  to  tli^  Consmandant  of  Conscripts,  Macon,  Gkorgi%  on  the  subject  of  persow 
who  are  not  held  aa  liable  to  oonsor^oo^ 

J  haTo,  &c. 
(Signed)  GBO.  MOOBB. 


Indosure  3  in  No.  2. 
Colonel  Lay  to  the  Ccmmmdant  ^  Ckm$eripts,  Maeon,  Georgia. 

Sir,  Buream  of  Conacriptkm,  Richmond,  Va.,  May  22,  1863. 

THE  letter  of  Colonel  Weems  of  the  24th  March  ultimo,  to  Lieutenant  S.  J.  Perry, 
has  been  forwarded  to  this  bureau.    The  opinion  expressed  by  him  that  ^^  foreigners  who 
hare  purchased  real  estate  thereby  declare  tlieir  domicil  in  the  Confederate  Stot^s,  and 
are  subject  to  conscription,  notwithstanding  the  protection  given  them  in  their  Qonsnlate 
papers,"  is  not  concurred  in  by  tiiis  bureau  ana  cannot  be  sustained  upon  principle  and 
authority ;  nor  is  it  in  conformity  with  the  rules  laid  down,  Goneral  Order  No.  82  of  186ft. 
That  order  does  not  prescribe  any  new  rule  in  relation  to  domiciL    It  merely  declans 
what  is  well  settled  and  fetmiliar  law  upon  the  subject.  It  mentions  that  '*  the  declarations 
of  the  party,  the  exercise  of  the  rights  of  citizenship,  marriage,  and  the  acquisi^n  of 
real  estate,  are  the  principal  evidences  of  intention  to  remain ;''  but  it  nowhere  dedareg 
that  either  one  of  these  is  conclusive  of  the  fact    Yet  such  is  yout  decision.    A  part^ 
may  have  made  declarations  upon  the  sulgeet  so  at  variance  with  his  acts  and  witb 
the  circumstance  attending  his  residence  as  to  require  the  declaratMma  to  be  disregarded 
or  respected.    So  marriage  of  itself,  unless  there  be  other  proof  of  residence  and  intention 
to  remain  and  abandon  the  former  domicnl,  is  not  sufficient    Instances  are  not  wanting^ 
•of  Diplomatic  Agents  intamarrying  with  the  women  of  the  country  to  which  they  have 
been  accredited,  and  continuing  for  years  afterwards  in  the  discharge  of  their  official 
duties.    No  one  ever  supposed  that  by  such  an  act  tiie  Ambassador  or  other  Diplomatic 
Agent  renounced  either  his  domieil  or  nationality.    A  foreigner  may  exercise  the  highest 
act  of  citizenship,  the  right  of  suffhige,  without  changing  his  domieil  or  losing  his  original 
citizenship.    If  the  act  be  done  eit^r  in  ^orance  or  fiaud  of  the  law  hia  status  is  not 
'ttiereby  changed.    And  so  he  may  acquire  and  purchase  reid  estate.    In  «ome  of  the 
States  &ws  have  been  passed  in  pursuance  of  Treaty  stipulations  which  enable  forei^ers 
to  purchase,  hold,  transmit  and  inherit  r^  estate.    In  most  of  the  States  a  foreigner 
cannot  hold  real  estate  without  making  a  declaration  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizQtu 
In  such  States  a  foreigner  may  pur^ase  real  estate  mtkout  making  the  required  oath  or 
declaration.    The  property  may  be  liable  to  escheat,  and  upon  proper  proceedings  had  he 
may  lose  his  property,  but  he  oannot  tii^eby  be  deprived  of  his  national  character,  or 
lose  his  right  as  a  citizen  of  a  foreign  eoantry.    Again,  a  foreigner  might  in  ignorance 
of  the  law  forbidding  him  to  hold  real  estate  beaome  a  pturjdiaser  of  it ;   in  such  a  case  it 
could  not  with  propriety  be  said,  that  he  intended  by  the  act  of  purchase  to  change 
his  domicil.    The  fact  of  sudi  a  purc^MUse  is  reooncileable  with  the  most  decided  purpose 
not  to  change  his  donucil.    A  man  is  presumed  to  hoU  his  domicil  of  nativity  until 
another  is  obtained,  and  to  constitate  this  chaise  the  fact  and  intention  must  ooncur.    It 
is  exlromely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  presaribe  the  circumstances  which  shall  in  every 
ease  be  taken  as  sa^sfiictory  proof  of  intention  to  change  the  domi^. 

But  whalevef  the  character  of  the  evidence  may  be  it  nmst  be  auch  as  tosatisfy  tiie 
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mind  fairly  and  reasonably  that  the  party  has  not  only  changed  his  domicil  in  point  of 
fact,  but  that  he  so  intended. 

Brigadier-Greneral  Bains, .  Saperintendent  of  Conscr^tion,  has  directed  me  to  issue 
the  foregoing  instructions  for  your  information  and  guidance. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

(Signed)  G.  W.  LAY. 


Indosure  4  in  No.  2. 

Mr.  Benjamin  to  M.  Paul. 

Sir,  Department  of  State^  Richmond,  June  10,  1863. 

IT  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  President  has  determined  to  permit  no 
direct  communication  between  Consuls  and  Consular  Agents  of  foreign  countries  residing 
within  the  Confederacy  and  the  functionaries  of  such  foreign  €royemments,  residing  in 
the  enemy's  lines.  The  passage  in  future  of  Consular  couriers,  messengers,  or  of 
Consuls  or  of  Consular  Agents  themselves,  through  the  Confederate  lines  to  the  enemy,  jb 
accprdingly  prohibited,  and  foreign  officials  will  be  allowed  to  communicate  with  their 
€k)Temments  only  directly  or  through  neutral  countries. 

I  am^  &c. 
(Signed)    '        J.  R  BENJAMnr. 


Inclosure  6  in  BT o*  2. 

Extract  from  the  ^Richmond  Sentinel''  of  June  12,  1863. 

Despatch  to  Mb.  Mason. — We  publish,  by  official  consent,  the  following  despatch 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Mr.  Mason,  our  Commissioner  to 
England. 

It  makes  known  the  causes  of  the  late  revocation  of  the  exequatur  of  the  Britiflh 
Consul  at  this  port,  and  in  doing  so  takes  occasion  to  explain  the  general  grounds  of  the 
President's  action,  and  ihe  views  which  govern  the  policy  which  he  is  firmly  and  steady 
pursuing. 

'  It  will  be  seen  that  the  Confederate  Government  is  held  by  the  President  to  be  the 
agent  of  the  States  for  certain  purposes ;  that  it  is  the  successor  of  a  similar  agent  whose 
acts  while  its  authority  existed  were  valid;  and  that  succeeding  to  the  trust,  the  Confede- 
Tate  authorities  are  bound  to  respect  aU  constitutional  acts  performed  by  the  former 
^gent  with  the  consent  of  the  State  concerned.  Hence,  argues  the  Secretary,  *'  when 
Aorginia  seceded,  withdrew  the  powers  delegated  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States^ 
and  conferred  them  on  this  Government,  the  exequatur  granted  to  Consul  Moore  was  not 
thereby  invalidated.'*  Being  the  act  of  Virginia,  through  her  agent,  in  the  first  instance, 
it  remained  her  act  though  her  agent  had  been  changed. 

This  is  manifestly  the  true  State  Eights  doctrine.  It  would  be  monskous  if  when  a 
State  selects  a  new  agent  to  attend  thenceforth  to  certain  interests  this  new  servant 
should  begin  by  treating  as  null  and  void  whatever  she  might  liave  done  through  her 
former  one.  This  would  be  to  assume  that  the  sovereign  authority  lies  in  the  temporary 
tigent  rather  than  in  the  abiding  State.  The  view  of  the  President  will  commend  itselif 
to  the  hearty  approbation  of  the  people,  who  will  see  in  it  another  proof  of  the  scrupulous 
respect  which  he  pays  to  the  rights  of  the  States  «nd  the  established  principles  of  our 
Government. 

The  letter  to  Mr.  Mason  shows  also  that  the  President  has  acted  in  good  f&ith  on  his 
opinion  as  to  the  validity  of  existing  exequaturs.  He  has  not  sought  difficulties  with  the 
<7onsuls  or  revoked  their  exequaturs  with  any  idle  and  mistaken  view  of  extorting  recog- 
nition from  European  Powers.  He  has.  conceded  to  foreigners  all  their  international 
rights,  and  has  cultivated  the  spirit  of  amity  iwith  other  nations  so  feu:  as  consistent  with 
our  own  honour  and  dignit7.t    England  is  no  exception  to  this  remark. 

We  are  fully  persuaded* that  ^esfordj^  policy  of  the  Presicleiit,  as  exhibited  in  tiie 
letter  to  Mr.  Mason,  will  receive  the  warm  approval  and  suppoA  of  the  Confederate 
people.  Some  there  may  be  who  would  prefer  rash  and  violent  Cflj^nselB,  but  the  great 
mass  of  our  citizens  will  approve  the  steadv  course  which,  unmoved  by  thoughtless 
clamour,  the  President  has  pursued.  They  will  be  discerning  enough,  to  see  thi^  it  is 
'^teuch  better  and  far  more  creditable  to  us  for  our  international  aSaiis  thus  to  be 
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condttcted  with  dignitj  and  in  decent  temper,  and  that  it  would  but  expose  us  to  ridicule 
to  dismiss  a  few  foreign  Consuls  from  our  beleaguered  ports,  and  withdraw  the  Agents 
whom  for  our  own  interest  and  convenience  we  have  sent  to  Europe,  in  the  childish 
expectation  that  we  should  thereby  intimidate  and  coerce  Europe  to  recognize  our 
independence.  The  day  for  such  fancies  has  past.  What  the  great  need  for  our  cotton 
cannot  do  for  us,  the  dismissal  of  a  few  petty  Consuls  will  hardly  accomplish. 


Sir,  Department  of  State^  Richmond,  June  6,  1863. 

HEREWITH  you  will  receive  copies  of  the  following  papers : — 

(A.)  Letter  of  George  Moore,  Esq.,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  in  Richmond, 
to  this  Department,  dated  16th  February,  1863. 

(B.;  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Consul  Moore,  20th  February,  1863. 

(C.)  Letters-Patent  by  the  President,  revoking  the  exequatur  of  Consul  Moore, 
6th  June,  1863. 

(D.)  Letter  inclosing  to  Consul  Moore  a  copy  of  the  Letters-Patent  revoking  his 
exequatur. 

It  is  deemed  proper  to  inform  you  that  this  action  of  the  President  was  influenced  in 
no  small  degree  by  the  conmiunication  to  him  of  an  unoflBicial  letter  of  Consul  Moore,  to 
which  I  shall  presently  refer. 

It  appears  that  two  persons  named  Molony  and  Farrell,  who  were  enrolled  as 
conscripts  in  our  service,  claimed  exemption  on  the  ground  that  they  were  British 
subjects,  and  Consul  Moore,  in  order  to  avoid  the  difliculty  which  prevented  his  corre- 
sponding with  this  Department,  as  set  forth  in  the  paper  (B),  addressed  himself  directly 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  was  ignorant  of  the  request  made  by  this  Department  for 
the  production  of  the  Consul's  commission.  The  Secretary  of  War  ordered  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  facts,  when  it  became  apparent  that  the  two  men  had  exercised  the  right  of 
suffrage  in  this  State,  thus  debarring  themselves  of  all  pretext  for  denying  their  citizen- 
ship ;  that  both  had  resided  here  for  eight  years,  and  had  settled  on  and  were  cultivating 
farms  owned  by  themselves*  Ton  will  find  annexed  the  Eeport  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edgar,  marked  (E),  and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  case  presenting  stronger  proofs  of  the 
renunciation  of  native  allegiance,  and  of  the  acquisition  of  de  facto  citizenship,  than  are 
found  in  that  Report.  It  is  in  relation  to  such  a  case  that  it  has  seemed  proper  to 
Consul  Moore  to  denounce  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  to  one  of  its  own 
citizens  as  being  indifferent  ^'  to  cases  of  the  most  atrocious  cruelty."  A  copy  of  his 
letter  to  the  Counsel  of  the  two  men  is  annexed,  marked  (F). 

^  The  earnest  desire  of  this  Government  is  to  entertain  amicable  relations  with  all 
nations,  and  with  none  do  its  interests  invite  the  formation  of  closer  ties  than  with  Great 
Britain.  Although  feeling  aggrieved  that  the  Government  of  Her  Majesty  has  pursued 
a  policy  which,  according  to  the  confessions  of  Earl  Russell  himself,  has  increased  the 
disparity  of  strength  which  he  considers  to  exist  between  the  belligerents,  and  has 
conferred  signal  advantage  on  our  enemies,  in  a  war  in  which  Great  Britain  announces 
herself  to  be  really  and  not  nominally  neutral,  the  President  has  not  deemed  it  necessary 
to  interpose  any  obstacle  to  the  continued  residence  of  British  Consuls  within  the 
Confederacy  by  virtue  of  exequaturs  granted  by  the  former  Government.  His  course  has 
been  consistently  guided  by  the  principles  which  underlie  the  whole  structure  of  our 
€rOvernment.  The  State  of  Virginia  having  delegated  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Constitution  of  1787  the  power  of  controlling  its  foreign  relations,  became 
bound  by  the  action  of  that  Government  in  its  grant  of  an  exequatur  to  Consid  Moore. 
When  Virginia  seceded,  she  withdrew  the  powers  delegated  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  conferred  them  on  this  Government ;  the  exequatur  granted  to  Consul 
Moore  was  not  thereby  invalidated.  An  act  done  by  an  agent  while  duly  authorized 
continues  to  bind  the  principal  after  the  revocation  of  the  agent's  authority.  On  these 
grounds  the  President  has  hitherto  steadily  resisted  all  influences  which  have  been 
exerted  to  induce  him  to  exact  of  foreign  Consuls  that  they  should  ask  for  an  exequatur 
from  this  Government  as  a  condition  of  the  continued  exercise  of  their  functions.  It  was 
not  deemed  compatible  with  the  dignity  of  the  Government  to  extort,  by  enforcing  the 
withdrawal  of  national  protection  from  neutral  residents,  such  inferential  recognition  of 
its  independence  as  might  be  supposed  to  be  implied  in  the  request  for  an  exequatur. 
The  Consuls  of  foreign  nations,  therefore,  established  within  the  Confederacy,  who  were 
in  possession  of  an  exequatur  issued  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  prior  to  the 
formation  of  the  Confederacy,  have  been  maintained  and  respected  in  the  exercise  of 
their  legitimate  fimctions,  and  the  same  protection  and  respect  will  be  accorded  to  them 
in  future,  so  long  as  they  confine  themselves  to  the  sphere  of  their  duties,  and  seek 

[201]  C 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8 

tteHher  to  etmde  nor  defy  the  legitimate  mrtlioritj  of  this  €foT enment  wAm  ite  awn 
jorisdictioii. 

There  h»  grown  up  an  abase,  however,  the  result  of  tiiis  tolerance  on  the  part  of 
the  President,  which  is  too  serious  to  be  longer  allowed.  Great  Britain  has  detmad  it  for 
her  interest  to  refnse  acknowledging  the  patent  fact  of  the  existence  of  this  Confedaaacy 
as  an  independent  nation.  It  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  we  should^  bj  our  own 
conduct,  imply  assent  to  the  justice  or  propriety  of  that  refusal.  Kow  that  the  British 
Minister  accredited  to  the  Grovemment  of  our  enemies  assumes  the  power  to  issue 
instructions  and  exercise  authority  over  the  Consuls  of  Great  Britain  residing  within  tin 
country,  nay,  even  of  appointing  agents  to  supervise  British  interests  in  the  Confederate 
States,  tlus  course  of  conduct  plainly  ignores  the  existence  of  this  Gotemment,  and 
implies  the  continuance  of  the  relations  between  Ihat  Minister  and  the  Consuls  of  Her 
Majesty  resident  within  the  Confederacy  which  existed  ynor  to  the  withdrawal  of  these 
States  firom  the  Union.  It  is  further  the  asserUon  of  a  right,  on  the  part  of  Lord  Lyons^ 
by  virtue  of  his  credentials  as  Her  Majesty^s  Minister  at  Washington,  to  exercise  the 
power  and  authority  of  a  Minister  accredited  to  Bidunond,  and  officially  received  as  such 
by  the  President.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  because  of  similar  action  by  otinr 
Ministers,  the  President  has  felt  it  his  duty  to  order  that  no  direct  c<»imunication  be 
permitted  between  the  Consuls  of  neutral  nations  in  the  Confederacy  and  the  functionaraes 
of  those  nations  residing  within  the  enemy's  country.  All  communication,  therefiire^ 
between  Her  Majesty's  Consuls  or  Consular  Agents  in  the  Confederacy  and  foreign 
countries,  whether  neutral  or  hostile,  will  hereafter  be  restricted  to  vessds  arrivisg^  firm 
or  dispatched  for  neutral  ports.  The  President  has  the  leas  reluctance  in  imposing  flna 
restriction  because  of  the  ample  fecilities  for  correspondence  which  are  now  sd9brdi^  hj 
the  fleets  of  Ccmfederate  and  neutral  steam-ships  eng^ed  in  regular  trade  between 
neutral  countries  and  the  Confederate  ports.  This  trade  is  daily  iaereasing  in  qpite  of 
Ae  paper  blockade  which  is  upheld  by  Her  M^^esty's  Government,  in  disregard,  as  tibe 
President  conceives,  of  the  li^ts  of  this  Ccmfederacy,  of  the  dictates  of  public  hnr,  and 
of  the  duties  of  impartial  neutrality. 

Ton  are  instructed  by  the  President  to  furnish  a  copy  of  this  despatch^  wtth  a 
copy  of  the  papers  appended,  to  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  Sdate  for  Foreign  Afiuia. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  P.  BEI^JAJON,  Becret^rf  of  Btak. 

Hon  James  M.  Mason, 

CoBunissioner,  fcc.,  &C.,.  LonAon. 


No.3- 

Acting  Conml  Cridland  to  Karl  RusseU.'^Recewed  August  30.) 

My  Lord,  Mobile,  June  15,  f86a. 

I  HAD  the  hoiioitf  to  repwt  to  your  Lordship  that  I  had  arrived  in  this*  dty,  and 
after  getting  possession  of  the  seals  and  archives  of  this  Consulate,  had  entered  o»  my 
daties  as  Acting  Consul. 

On  the  2nd  of  Jxme,  according  to  the  desire  of  Lord  Lyons,  M.  Fortz,  Frends¥iee^ 
Oonsul,  introduced  me  to  the  naval  and  military  authorities  here,  having  jurisdiction  in 
this  Departttient,,  and  exhibited  to  those  officers  a  despatch  &om  Lord  Lyons,  dsted 
April  SOtik,  which  I  had  presented  to  M.  Portz  on  my  arrival,  infonmodng  that  gentieman 
of  my  acting  appointment^  and  asking  him  to  ddiiver  to  me  the  archives  and  scab  of 
etflce,  and  to  introduce  me  to  the  authorities. 

The  General  commanding  informed  me  that  he  would  issue  otMhen^  in  regard  to*  my 
ofieial  aots  at  Mobile.  Har  Majesty's  Consulate  remained  open  fifov  the*  29th  of  Magr 
to  the  7th  instant,  and  my  official  acts  were  evidentiy  res^etedu  Oh  the  7th  of  Jane, 
iMwever,  a  letter  was  left  at  this  office  from  tine  military  head-quactem  of  iMs  district, 
dated  that  day,  informing  me  that  the  orders  issued  on  the  2nd  Jane  reeogniaimg  »e 
at  Acting  British  Cotasal  had  been  revoked,  aadd  requiting  me  to  suspend  Uie  e^eaam 
of  all  Consular  functions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  incbse  a  copy  of  that  letiaer,  dated  Jme  7th,^  and  of  my  anawer 
therato,  dated  June  8th. 

On  Saturday  the  13tb  instant  Colonel  Gkumer,  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  Mi^or- 
Cbeneral  commanding  in  Alabama,  delivered  to  me  a  letter  dated  Jane  7,  addresHsd  to 
me  by  Mr.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State  at  Richmond,  a  copy  of  which  I  beg  to  incioae 
fior  your  Lordship's  inspection^  and  also  a  copy  of  my  answer  to  Mr.  Benjainaay  doted 
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In  that  despiuteh  your  Lor^liip  will  see  that  I  was  net  only  informed  by  Mr.  Benjamin 
that  I  could  not  be  permitted  to  exercise  Consular  functions  at  Mobile^  but  that  I  wa» 
further  requested  to  r^emo^a  from  the  State  of  Alabama. 

I  beg  to  ittform  your  Lordship  that  at  the  unofficial  interview  with  Mr.  Benjamin  on 
the  18th  of  May  he  remarked  to  me  after  what  I  stated  to  him,  and  which  I  have  recapi- 
tulated in  my  reply  to  his  letter,  that  he  was  perfectly  aware  that  as  Acting  Consul  to 
Mobile  I  did  not  require  a  commission,  And  consequently  could  have  no  exequatur,  all  of 
which  he  seems  to  have  since  forgotten,  and  desires  to  convey  the  idea  that  he  was  not 
aware  of  my  appointment  as  Acting  ConsuL 

I  felt  that  I  had  no  authority  to  show  Mr.  Benjamin  Lord  Lyons*  letter  addressed  to 
M.  Portz. 

In  a  private  note  to  Mr.  Beiyamin  I  have  asked  permission  to  remain  at  Mobile  till 
I  can  hear  from  Lord  Lyons  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  seals  and  archives  of  the 
<^ce,  and  I  am  now  awaiting  a  rejdy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  I  have  reported  the  entire  case  to  Lord  Lyons,  and 
indosed  copies  of  the  corre^K)ndence. 

Eequesting  instructions  from  your  Lordship. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  FEED.  J.  CREDLAND. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  8. 
Colonel  Gwmer  to  Acting  Consul  Cridland. 


Head  (iuarters.  Department  of  the  Gulfy 
Sir,  Mobile,  Alabama f  June  7,  1868. 

THE  Major-General  Commanding  directs  me  to  revoke  the  letter  from  these  head- 
quarters of  the  2nd  instant,  addressed  to  Gr.  M.  Parker,  Provost  Marshal,  Mobile, 
Alabama,  recognizing  you  as  Acting  British  Consul,  and  as  such  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  enjoyed  by  Mr.  James  Magee. 

You  win  please,  therefore,  suspend  the  ex^ixjise  of  all  Consular  functions. 
^  Very  respectfully,  &c. 

(Signed)  GEO.  G.  GARNEE,  Chief  of  Btaff. 


Inclosure  2  in  Ko.  3. 
Acting  Cons^l  Cridland  to  Colonel  Garner. 


Sir,  Mobile,  June  8,  1863. 

I  HAVE  tike  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the 
7th  instant,  informing  me  that  the  Major-General  commanding  has  directed  you  to 
revoke  the  letter  issued  from  your  head-quarters  on  the  2nd  instant,  addressed  to  the 
Provost-Marshal  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  recognizing  me  as  Acting  British  Consul; •further, 
directing  me  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  all  Consular  fimetions. 

Due  notice  is  taken  of  the  Major-General's  instructions  and  request. 

I  am,  &e. 
(Signed)  FRED.  J.  ORIDLAJfD. 


Inclosure  3  in  Ko.  3. 
Mr.  Benjamin  to  Acting  Consul  Cridland. 


gir^  Department  of  State,  Richmond,  June  8,  1863. 

HAVING  be^  Informed  throttgb  Admiral  Buchanwi  Hj^  yw  have  been  introduced 
to  him  as  Acting  English  Consul  at  Mobile,  and  have  shown  him  an  official  document 
signed  by  Lozd  I^ons  appointing  you  to  that  office,  you  are  informed  that  you  eaanot  be 
feimitt^  to  exenwt  the  functions  of  that  oflSee  under  that  a^pointmesit. 

As  ^u  informed  this  Department  <Ji^  you  weore  going  to  Mobile  to  look  after  Britisb 
ifiteoests  nnoffioiaUy^  and  foiled  to  eomniimicate  the  fact  that  y^  were  bearer  of  an 
appointment  from  Lord  Lyons,  it  is  deemed  best  to  ftvoid  Wy  mWU|idei»taii<Unf:  0»  the 
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subject  by  requesting  jou  to  select  some  other  residence  within  the  Confederacy  than  the 
State  of  Alabama. 

I  am^  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  R  BEIfJAMm, 


Inclosure  4  in  "So.  3. 
Acting  Consul  Cridland  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 


Sir,  Mobile,  June  13,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  8th 
instant^  stating  that  you  have  been  informed,  through  Admiral  Buchanan,  that  I  had 
been  introduced  to  him  as  Acting  English  Consul  at  Mobile^  and  had  shown  him  an 
official  document,  signed  by  Lord  Lyons^  appointing  me  to  that  office^  and  informing  me 
that  I  cannot  be  permitted  to  exercise  the  functions  of  that  office  under  that 
appointment. 

Stating  further,  that  as  I  had  informed  your  Department  that  I  was  going  to  Mobile 
to  look  after  British  interests  unofficially^  and  had  failed  to  communicate  the  fact  that  I 
was  the  bearer  of  an  appointment  from  Lord  Lyons,  it  is  deemed  best  to  avoid  any 
misunderstanding  on  the  subject  by  requesting  me  to  select  some  other  residence  within 
the  Confederacy  than  the  State  of  Alabama* 

Li  reply  to  the  above  I  beg  to  state  that,  according  to  the  request  of  Lord  Lyons,  I 
did  on  my  arrival  here  deliver  a  letter  to  M.  Portz,  French  Vice-Consul  and  late  Acting 
British  Consul,  stating  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  directed  me  to  take  charge 
of  Her  Majesty's  Consulate  at  Mobile  with  the  character  of  Acting  Consul,  and  asking 
M.  Portz  to  be  so  kind  as  to  present  me  to  the  local  authorities,  and  to  assist  me  in 
entering  upon  my  functions  as  Her  Majesty's  Acting  Consul  at  Mobile. 

With  regard  to  the  last  paragraph  of  your  communication,  I  am  under  the  impression 
and  belief  that  at  the  interview  with  yourself  on  the  18th  of  May,  I  informed  you  that  as 
the  Richmond  papers  had  stated  that  I  was  going  "to  MobUe  with  a  full  Consul's 
conmiission  in  my  pocket  and  an  exequatur  from  the  United  States'  GowemmenC 
I  came  to  deny  that  statement,  and  to  mform  you  that  I  was  going  to  Mobile  to  do 
what  Mr.  Magee  had  previously  done  as  Acting  Consul,  and  that  I  had  a  letter  to 
M.  Portz  from  Lord  Lyons,  asking  that  gentleman  to  deliver  the  archives  of  tie 
Consulate  to  me.  As  the  letter  of  Lord  Lyons  was  not  addressed  to  me  I  did  not  call  it 
a  commission. 

Your  request  for  me  to  select  some  other  residence  within  the  Confederacy  than  the 
State  of  Alabama  will  of  course  be  duly  attended  to. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  FRED.  J.  CRIDIiAJSD. 


ISTo.  4. 

Earl  Russell  to  Acting  Consul  Cridland. 
Sir,  Foreign  Ofice,  September  8„  1863. 

IS  reply  to  your  despatch  of  the  1 1th  of  July,  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  ask  leave  to 
be  allowed  to  remain  at  Mobile,  but  if  you  are  not  allowed  to  do  so,  you  will  go  to 
Richmond  and  there  await  instructions. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  6. 

Mr.  Stuart  to  Earl  RusselL'^(Received  September  14.) 

(Extract.)  Washington,  August  29,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying  copies  of  five 
despatches  from  Mr.  Cridland,  reportmg  his  arrival  at  Mobile,  and  the  subsequent 
refusal  of  the  Confederate  authorities  to  permit  him  to  exercise  his  Consular  functions  or 
even  to  reside  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 
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Tour  Lordship  will  perceive  that  Mr,  Cridland  eventually  succeeded  in  obtaining^ 
permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Richmond  to  remain  at  Mobile  until  Her 
Majesty*s  Grovemment  shall  have  had  time  to  consider  the  whole  subject, — ^a  month  or  two» 
from  the  3rd  of  July  being  the  time  within  which  Mr,  Benjamin  supposed  that  Mr.  Grid- 
land  might  receive  instructions  from  your  Lordship. 

The  question  having  been  referred  to  your  Lordship,  Lord  Lyons  considers  it 
unadvisable  that  any  instructions  should  be  sent  from  hence  to  Mr.  Cridland.  His 
Lordship  has,  however,  observed  to  me  that  he  has  always  been  most  anxious  that  his 
name  or  that  of  this  Legation  should  not  be  employed  in  any  communications  made  to 
the  Confederate  authorities  by  Her  Majesty's  Consular  Agents  in  the  South,  and  in 
instructing  Mr.  Consul  Moore  to  send  Mr.  Cridland  to  Mobile,  he  expressly  desired  that 
the  letter  of  appointment  should  be  made  out  by  Mr.  Moore  as  emanating  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government  instead  of  from  Washington. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  6. 

Acting  Consul  Cridland  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Mobile,  May  28,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship  that  I  arrived  at  the  port  of  Mobile^ 
on  the  27th  instant,  and  entered  on  my  duties  as  British  Acting  Consul  this  day. 

I  delivered  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  30th  April  to  M.  Portz,  who  at  once  made 
over  to  me  the  archives  and  the  seals  of  the  office. 

Not  having  as  yet  had  the  occasion  to  communicate  with  the  local  or  so-called 
Confederate  autitorities,  I  cannot  now  report  to  your  Lordship  whether  my  requests  will 
meet  with  a  favourable  consideration  or  not  at  their  hands. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  J.  CRIDLAND. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  6. 

Acting  Consul  Cridland  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Mobile,  June  8,  1863. 

ON  the  28th  of  May  I  had  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship  that  I  had  entered 
on  my  duties  as  British  Acting  Consul  at  this  port. 

On  the  2nd  instant,  in  accordance  with  your  Lordship's  request,  M.  Portz,  French 
Vice-Consul,  introduced  me  to  the  naval  and  military  authorities  here  having  jurisdiction 
in  this  Department,  and  exhibited  to  General  Maury  and  Admiral  Buckanan  your  Lord- 
ship's despatch  dated  April  30,  which  I  had  presented  to  M.  Portz  on  my  arrival. 

The  interviews  were  quite  pleasant,  and  General  Maury  informed  me  that  he  would 
issue  orders  in  regard  to  my  official  acts  at  Mobile. 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate  remained  open  all  last  week,  and  my  official  acts  were 
evidently  respected. 

Yesterday  a  commxmication  was  left  at  the  Consulate  from  the  military  head- 
quarters of  this  Department,  dated  7th  June,  a  copy  of  which  I  beg  to  inclose  herewith, 
and  also  of  my  answer  thereto  dated  this  day. 

General  Maury  has  informed  me  unofficially  that  the  orders  had  come  from 
Richmond. 

By  the  communication  received  yesterday,  your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  my 
Consular  functions  are  now  si;ispended.  I  continue  to  attend  as  usual  in  the  office,  and 
inform  British  subjects  of  the  fact. 

Awaiting  instructions  from  your  Lordship  for  my  future  guidance,  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  F.  J.  CRIDLAND. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  5. 

Colonel  Gamer  to  Acting  Consul  Cridland,  June  7,  1863. 

[See  Inclosure  1  in  No.  3.] 
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Indomre  4  in  No.  5. 

AicHug  Ckmsui  Oridland  to  Colonel  Oamer,  June  8^  186S. 

[See  Incloflure  2  in  STo.  8.] 


Indosore  6  in  No.  5. 

Acting  Consul  Oridland  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Mobile,  Jime  18,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  place  before  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the 
8th  instant^  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Benjamin^  Secretaxy  of  State  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States,  and  which  was  delivered  to  me  this  morning  open,  by  order  of 
Greneral  Maury,  the  Military  Commandant  of  this  Department,  informing  me  that  I 
cannot  be  permitted  to  exercise  Consular  functions  at  Mobile,  and  further  requesting 
me  to  remove  from  this  State. 

In  my  despatch  to  your  Lordship  dated  June  8, 1  reported  all  that  had  taken  place 
on  my  being  introduced  by  M.  Portz  to  the  authorities,  and  of  what  had  occurred  up  to 
the  date  of  that  despatch. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  indose  herewith  a  eopy  of  my  reply  to  Mr.  Benjamin's 
communication  dated  to^-day,  and  have  only  fnrtber  to  state  iliat  at  the  unoffic^  inte^ 
view  with  that  gentleman  oa  the  18th  of  May,  he  remarked  to  vie,  afiter  what  I  stated  to 
him^  and  which  I  have  recapitulated  in  my  reply  to  his  letter,  that  he  was  perfectly  avaie 
that  as  Acting  Consul  to  Mobile  I  did  not  require  a  Commission,  and  eonsequently  conld 
have  no  exequatur,  all  of  which  he  se^ns  to  have  since  forgotten,  and  danree  to  cooMf 
the  idea  that  he  was  not  aware  of  my  appoii^ment  as  Acting  Consul.  I  Mt  thatllmi 
no  authority  to  show  him  your  Lordship's  letter  to  M.  Portz. 

I  have  addressed  a  private  note  to  Mr.  Benjamin  requesting  permission  to  remaia 
here  till  I  can  hear  from  your  Lordship  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  tiie  seals  and  archives 
.of  the  Consulate,  and  now  await  his  reply,  which  I  will  also  place  before  your  Lordsh^. 

(Signed)         '  FRED.  J.  CRJDLAND. 


Indosare  6  in  Ko.  5. 

Mr.  Benjamin  to  4^ing  Consul  Cridland^  Jwie  8»  1863. 

[See  Inclosure  3  in  ]S"o.  3.] 

Inclosure  7  in  No.  5. 

Acting  Consul  Cridland  to  Mr.  Benjamin^  June  IS,  1865. 

[See  Inclosure  4  in  No.  3.1 


■^•^— ■^■^•^ 


Lidosure  8  in  BTo.  5. 
Acting  Consul  Cridland  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  MbMle,  June  25,  1868. 

IN  my  despatch  dated  13th  instant  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that 
with  my  reply  to  Mr.  Benjamin's  letter  of  the  8th  of  June,  I  had  in  a  private  note  requested 
permission  to  remain  in  Mobile  till  I  could  obtain  instructiona  from  your  Lordship  with 
regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  archives  of  this  Consulate. 

Mr.  Benjamin  has  replied  to  my  note,  but  unfiivourably,  so  that  I  am  packing  up  the 
papers  of  this  office  and  will  place  them  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  most  respectable  and 
discreet  persons  in  this  city,  M.  Wauroy,  the  Dutch  Consul. 

The  following  are  Mr.  Benjamin's  words  in  reply  to  my  request : — 

*^  Ton  need  not  hurry  at  all  to  leave  Mobile,  but  it  is  desirable  that  your  stay  there 
should  be  limited,  as  the  local  authorities  may  be  mided  by  your  remaining  there,  and 
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dfficnlties  may  arise.    It  is  solely  to  avoid  sitch  difficulties  iiiat  yon  were  requested  not 
to  continue  your  residence  tiiere/* 

I  hare,  &c. 
(Signed)  FRED.  3.  OKIDLANl). 


Indosure  9  in  No.  5. 
Acting  Consul  Cridland  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Mobile,  July  11, 1868. 

EST  a  despatch  dated  the  26th  June  last,  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordshib 
that  the  authorities  at  Richmond  had  refused  me  permission  to  remain  here  till  I  could 
receive  instructions  from  your  Lordship  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  archives  of  this 
Oonsukte. 

On  that  same  date,  however,  I  again  asked  for  the  permission,  stating  that  foreseeing 
the  difficulty  of  ohtaining  instructions  in  the  case  from  your  Lordship,  I  had  applied  Iot 
the  same  to  Earl  Sussell. 

I  have  received  a  reply  from  Mr.  Benjamin,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  forwarded  toISari 
RusseD,  and  now  submit  the  same  to  your  Lordship. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  FRED  J.  CEIDLAJJTD. 


Liclosure  10  in  N*o.  5. 
Mr.  Benjamin  to  Acting  Consul  Cridland. 


Dear  Sir,  Richmondy  July  8,  1863. 

UNDER  the  circumstances  mentioned  in  your  private  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  just 
received,  your  continued  residence  in  Mobile  will  not  be  disturbed  until  your  €k>vemm^it 
has  had  time  to  make  such  disposal  of  the  whole  subject  as  may  seem  best  to  it, 
I  doubt  not  that  instructions  will  arrive  in  a  month  or  two. 

Yours,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  P.  BMJAMIH. 

lSo.6. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell — (Reesiosd  October  29.) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  October  1&,  18fi3«. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  an  extract  from  the  '^Kew  York  Herald''  of  the 
12th  instant,  containing  a  summary,  quoted  from  a  Southern  newspaper,  of  a  corre^poA* 
dence  which  would  appear  to  have  taken  place  between  Mr.  Acting  Consul  Fullarton  aad 
tbe  Governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  respeeting  the  claim  of  the  State  to  force  British 
rabgects  to  serve  in  its  Militia. 

I  have  no  other  information  respecting  this  correspondeseev 

I  have^  &c. 
(Signed)  LYOKS. 


Liclosure  in  "So.  6. 

Retract  from  the  ^  New  York  Herald""  of  October  12,  1863. 

British  Subjects  dkapted  7or  MiLtTABT  ^ettcs  m  Bzbbl  Statbs  odboliobd  to 
Throw  down  thxir  Arms.— Gborgia  akd  Great  Brtfaht.— A  Mr.  Fullarton,  who  dates 
ktters  from  the  British  Oonsnlate  at  SavanniUf,  who  sigoa  himself  ^'  Acting  ComHil/'  smi 
who  informs  tiie  Governor  of  Oeorgia  that  he  has  *^  submitted  his  authoritj  to  act  as 
British  Consul  to  Mr.  Benjamin,  who  duly  accorded  to  him  his  approval  and  recognitiaii," 
kas  had  the  audaeitj  to  give  formal  mtknation  to  €K)vemor  Brown  that  he  has  advised 
those  residents  of  Georgia  who  claim  to  be  British  subjects^  and  who  are  or  maj  be 
diafted  into  the  Militia  under  the  late  eall^  that  if  thej  are  required  ^'  to  leave  tketr 
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immediate  homes  "  or  ^' to  meet  the  United  States'  forces  in  actual  conflict/  in  sudi  event 
they  should  **  throw  down  their  arms/' 

Mr.  Fullarton  goes  farther  than  this.  While  admitting  the  duty  of  British 
residents  to  defend  their  homes  against  "  invasion  by  a  foreign  rower,"  he  adds,  '^  but 
not  in  a  civil  war  like  that  which  now  rages  on  this  Continent/'  Mr.  Fullarton  has 
considered  the  matter,  and  has  judged  and  concluded, — and  coolly  informs  the  Governor 
of  Georgia  of  his  conclusion, — that  Georgia  is  still  a  portion  of  the  United  States,  and  is 
engaged  in  a  civil  war  against  fellow-citizens  of  other  States. 

Here  we  must  remark  that  Mr.  Fullarton  could  not  possibly  judge  or  conclude 
otherwise.  He,  as  Acting  British  Consul  in  Savannah,  is  not  accredited  by  his  Govern- 
ment to  our  Government ;  he  knows  nothing  of  our  Government ;  if  he  has  any  creden- 
tials at  all  they  are  addressed  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  Government  at  Washington;  and 
Mr.  Benjamin  acting  (we  must  presume)  for  that  Government  at  Washington,  has 
improved  and  recognized  Mr.  Fullarton.  Here  we  are  in  the  habit  of  regarding 
Mr.  Benjamin  as  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Confederacy ;  but  British  Consuls  and  their 
Government  know  him  only  as  a  kind  of  agent  for  Mr.  Lincoln,  doing  Mr.  Seward's 
business  here  for  the  time  the  "  civil  war''  may  last. 

We  desire  to  know — and  the  country  wiD  demand  to  know — ^^hat  "  authority  was 
submitted "  by  Fullarton  to  Mr.  Benjamin,  and  which  the  latter  found  so  satisfactoiy, 
and  upon  which  he  ^^  approved  and  recognized ''  a  person  who  is  to  reside  in  Savannah 
and  protect  the  residents  of  Georgia  against  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  inform  the 
Governor  of  Georgia  that  he  is  a  rebel,  waging  civil  war  against  his  own  Government, 
and  advise  a  ceilain  portion  of  the  Georgia  Militia  to  throw  down  their  arms  if  they  are 
expected  to  defend  their  State  against  the  enemy.    Was  that  authority  thus  submitted 
to  Mr.  Benjamin  an  appointment  by  Mr.  Molyneux,  the  former  Consul  at  Savannah?  or 
was  it  a  letter  from  Lord  Lyons,  the  British  Minister  at  Washington  ?  or  was  it  m 
exequatur  granted  by  Mr.  Seward  at  Washington  ?    All  we  know  for  certain  is,  that  it 
was  not  any  regular  appointment  of  a  Consul  accredited  to  the  Confederate  States. 

One  cannot  but  admire  the  patience  and  courtesy  of  Governor  Brown  in  dealing 
with  this  most  insolent  "Acting  Consul."  But  he  does  not  recede  an  inch  from  his 
position,  and  the  abstract  which  we  append  of  the  essential  parts  of  the  correspondence 
will  satisfy  our  readers  that  the  dignity  of  the  Confederacy  and  of  the  State  are  safe  in 
the  hands  of  Governor  Brown. 

Under  date  of  the  22nd  July  Mr.  Fullarton  writes  the  first  letter  from  the  "  British 
Consulate "  demanding  the  exemption  of  British  subjects  from  the  duty  of  defending 
the  place  of  their  residence,  unless  against  foreign  Powers.     Here  is  an  extract : — 

^  Her  Majesty's  Government  acknowledge  the  right  of  a  foreign  State  to  claim  the 
services  of  British  subjects  resident  within  its  limits,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
internal  order — in  other  words,  to  act  as  a  local  police  force,  and  even,  to  a  limited 
extent,  to  defend  against  local  invasion  by  a  foreign  Power  the  places  of  their  residence; 
but  they  deny  the  claim  to  service  beyond  this,  and  accordingly  I  have  given  advice  in 
the  following  sense  to  British  subjects  who  have  applied  to  me  on  the  subject  of  this  draft- 
that  militia  duty  is  in  general  an  obligation  incident  to  foreign  residence,  and  that  therefore 
they  must  not  object  to  render  the  service  required  so  long  as  the  law  requires  a  militia 
organization  for  the  maintenance  of  internal  peace  and  order.  But  if  it  shall  so  happen 
that  the  militia,  after  being  so  organized,  shall  be  brought  into  conflict  with  the  forces  (A 
the  United  States,  without  being  turned  over  to  the  Confederate  States,  so  as  to  form  a 
component  part  of  its  armies,  or  if  it  should  be  so  turned  over,  in  either  event  the  service 
required  would  be  such  as  British  subjects  cannot  be  expected  to  perform." 

Oa  the  8th  of  Aujgust  Governor  Brown  replies.  Informs  Mr.  Fullarton  that  he 
must  have  misunderstood  the  objects  of  that  militia  force.  Tells  him  that  the  enemy  is 
preparing  raids  to  devastate  the  country,  and  exciting  insurrections  of  slaves.  He  thai 
continues : — 

*'  It  is  needless  for  me  to  add  that,  in  case  they  should  be  successful  in  inciting 
insurrections  to  this  point,  the  butchery  of  helpless  women  and  children  would  doubtless 
be  the  result. 

"As  a  means  of  accomplishing  this  object,  as  well  as  of  destroying  public  and  private 
property,  the  enemy  is  now  preparing  to  send  cavalry  raids  as  far  as  possible  into  tiiis 
and  other  States  of  the  Confederacy.  Iliese  robber  bands  will,  no  doubt,  bom  and 
destroy  property  where  they  go,  carry  off  as  many  slaves  as  they  can,  and  attempt  to 
stir  up  others  with  whom  they  come  in  contact  to  insurrection,  robbery,  and  murder. 

'^  It  is  not  expected  that  the  8,000  men  called  for  by  my  Proclamation,  and  the 
General  Order  to  which  you  refer,  will  be  used  against  the  regular  anmies  of  the  United 
fitates.    The  provisional  armies  of  the  Confederate  States  have  shown  themsdves  foDf 
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able  to  meet  the  enemy  upon  a  hundred  battle-fields^  and  to  drive  them  back  with  severe 
chastisement,  wherever  they  have  not  had  the  advantage  of  their  navy  as  a  support.  But 
it  is  expected  that  this  home  organisation,  while  it  may  be  but  little  of  its  time  in  actual 
sen^ice,  will,  in  case  of  sudden  emerfijeney,  assist  in  repelling  the  plundering  bands  of  the 
enemy,  which  evade  contact  with  our  armies,  and  make  predatory  incursions  to  our  very 
homes  for  the  purposes  abeady  mentioned ;  and  that  they  will  assist  in  suppressing  any 
servile  insurrections  which  these  plundering  parties  may  be  able  to  incite. 

"  Many  who  claim  to  be  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  State  are  large  slaveholders, 
whose  danger  of  loss  of  property,  and  of  insult  and  cruel  injury  to  their  wives  and  children, 
in  case  of  insurrection,  is  as^eat  as  the  danger  to  the  citizens  of  this  State,  and  their 
obligation  to  protect  their  property  and  their  &milies  against  the  local  aggressions  of  the 
United  States'  forces  is  no  less. 

'*  While  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  constantly  refused  to  recognize  the  existence 
of  the  Government  of  the  Confederato  States,  her  citizens  have  enjoyed  its  protection. 
And  while  she  refuses  to  hold  any  diplomatic  relations  with  us,  you,  as  her  Representative, 
are  permitted  to  represent  her  interests  here,  and  to  be  heard  for  the  protection  of  her 
subjects  and  their  property.  In  this  state  of  things,  British  subjects  who  still  elect  to 
remain  in  the  Confederacy  should  not  expect  to  do  less  than  the  service  now  required  of 
them ;  and  while  free  egress  will  in  no  case  be  denied  them,  should  they  desire  to  depart 
from  this  State,  less  than  the  service  now  required  will  not  in  future  be  demanded,  in  case 
they  (Choose  to  remain  in  the  State  and  enjoy  its  protection.*' 

Whereto  Mr.  Fullarton  replies  on  the  17th  August.  He  says  it  was  not  he  who 
misunderstood  the  aflfair,  but  Governor  Brown : — 

'^  I  perfectly  understood  the  intentions  of  the  Government  in  organizing  the  force  of 
8,000  men  for  home  defence,  but  I  am  obliged  to  conclude  that  you  have  misunderstood 
me  when  I  admitted  the  right  of  the  State  to  claim  the  services  of  British  subjects  resident 
within  its  limits  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  internal  order,  and  even  to  a  limited 
extent  to  defend  the  places  of  their  residence  against  local  invasion  by  a  foreign  Power. 
Such  service  might  be  rendered  by  them  in  the  event  of  a  war  by  a  foreign  Power,  but 
not  in  a  civil  war  like  that  which  now  rages  on  this  continent. 

"Her  Majesty's  Government  consider  that  the  plainest  notions  of  reason  and  justice 
forbid  that  a  foreigner,  admitted  to  reside  for  peaceful  purposes  in  a  State  forming  part 
of  a  Federal  Union,  should  be  compelled  by  that  State  to  take  an  active  part  in  hostilities 
against  other  States  which,  when  he  becomes  a  resident,  were  members  of  one  and  the 
same  Confederacy.  While  acknowledging  the  right  of  the  State,  under  present  circum- 
stances, to  the  services  of  British  subjects  for  patrol  or  police  duty.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  object  to  any  further  extension  of  such  service.  I  have  consequently,  under 
instructions,  felt  myself  compelled  to  advise  those  drafted  to  acquiesce  in  the  duty  until 
they  are  required  to  leave  their  immediate  homes  or  to  meet  the  United  States'  forces  in 
actual  conflict ;  in  that  event  to  throw  down  their  arms  and  refuse  to  render  a  service  the 
performance  of  which  would  run  directly  in  the  teeth  of  Her  Majesty's  Proclamation,  and 
render  them  liable  to  the  severe  penalties  denounced  against  a  violation  of  the  strict 
neutrality  so  strongly  insisted  on  in  that  document." 

And  he  adds  this  menace  : — 

'•  The  despatches  which  I  have  received  from  the  British  Government  relative  to 
compulsory  service  are  strong.  I  am  instructed  to  remonstrate  in  the  strongest  terms 
against  all  attempts  to  force  British  subjects  to  take  up  arms.  Should  these  remon- 
strances fail,  the  Governments  in  Europe,  interested  in  this  question,  will  unite  in 
making  such  representations  as  will  secure  to  aliens  this  desired  exemption." 

To  this  the  Governor  replies  as  becomes  him: — 

''You  virtually  deny  that  the  United  States  is  a  foreign  Power,  and  claim  that 
Georgia  is  still  a  component  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  You  have 
probably  been  influenced  in  your  persistence  in  this  error  by  the  forbearance  of  the 
Government  and  people  of  the  Confederate  States  in  permitting  Her  Miijesty's  Consuls  - 
to  remain  among  us  in  the  exercise  of  the  function  of  a  position  to  wjiich  they  were 
originally  accredited  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  As  it  is  no  part  of  my 
purpose  to  enter  into  an  argument  to  convince  you  that  the  United  States  is  a  hostile 
Power  foreign  to  Georgia,  I  will  dismiss  this  part  of  the  controversy  with  the  single 
remark  that  if  j^our  pretensions  be  correct,  your  appeal  for  the  protection  of  British 
subjects  resident  within  this  State  should  have  been  made  to  the  Government  at 
Washington,  and  not  to  me. 

"  You  are  pleased  to  inform  us  that  you  have  felt  compelled  to  advise  those  drafted  to 
acquiesce  in  the  duty  until  they  are  required  to  leave  their  immediate  homes,  or  to  meet 
the  United  States'  forces  in  acUial  conflict ;  in  that  event  to  throw  down  their  arms  and 
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refuse  to  render  a  service  tbe  perfonnahc^  Of  which  would  nm  directly  in  the  teeth  of 
Her  Majesty's  Proclamation,  &c.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  language  you  employ 
is, '  to  leave  their  immediate  homes,  or  to  meet  the  United  States*  forces  in  actual  conflict.' 
Tour  advice,  then,  to  British  subjects,  if  I  correctly  understand  it,  is  that  when  the 
United  States'  forces  attack  the  immediate  locality  of  their  homes  or  their  own  houses, 
they  are  not  to  defend  them,  as  required  by  the  laws  of  nations,  against  such  local 
invasion ;  but  they  are  to  throw  down  their  arms  and  refuse  to  fight  for  the  protection  of 
their  domiciles.  In  reply  to  this,  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  I  can  neither  be  bound 
by  your  pretensions  that  the  United  States  is  not  a  Power  foreign  to  Georgia^  nor  can  I 
admit  the  right  of  Her  Majesty  by  Proclamation  to  change  the  laws  of  nations,  and  insist 
upon  maintaining  her  subjects  here  and  exempting  them  from  the  performance  of  the 
duties  imposed  upon  them  by  the  laws  of  nations.  When  the  troops  now  drafted  hare 
been  turned  over  to  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  be  held  in  readiness 
to  repel  local  invasion,  if  they  should,  upon  the  approach  of  a  hostile  force,  follow  your 
advice,  and  throw  down  their  arms,  that  Government  will  have  the  power  to  pardon  for 
such  conduct,  or  to  strike  their  names  from  its  muster  rolls  if  it  chooses  to  do  so ;  but  if 
an  attack  should  be  made  by  the  enemy  upon  the  immediate  locality  of  their  homes, 
while  I  control  and  command  the  forces  to  which  they  are  attached,  and  they  should  be 
guilty  of  conduct  so  unnatural  and  unmanly  as  to  throw  down  their  arms  and  refuse  to 
defend  their  domiciles,  they  will  be  promptly  dealt  with  as  citizens  of  this  State  would  be 
should  they  be  e^uilty  of  such  dishonourable  delinquency." 

Here  it  is  to  be  observed  that  it  was  prudent  in  the  Governor  to  answer  only  for 
himself;  he  knows  very  well  what  he  will  do,  while  he  commands  the  State  Militia*,  to  any 
of  the  State  force  who  may  throw  down  their  arms  in  face  of  the  enemy ;  but  he  cannot 
tell  what  the  Confederate  authorities  might  do  in  such  a  case,  with  Mr.  Benjamin  Secretaiy 
of  State. 

Mr.  Fullarton  had  asked  if  there  would  be  any  obstacle  to  the  British  residents 
leaving  the  country,  even  if  already  drafted,  and  intimates  that  this  would  deprive  the 
Confederacy  of  artisans  and  mechs^ics  whose  services  were  of  *^  inestimable  value.'*  The 
Governor  responds : — 

"  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  there  is  no  law  of  nations  or  of  this  State  which  iiiTOws 
any  obstruction  in  the  way  of  the  removal  of  any  British  subject  from  the  State  who  is 
not  satisfied  with  the  privileges  and  protection  which  he  enjoys.    You  remind  me,  however, 
that  not  a  few  of  them  are  mechanics,  of  whose  inestimable  services  at  this  crisis  the 
Confederacy  will  be  deprived  in  case  of  their  removal.     These  mechanics  have  no  doubt 
remained  in  this  State  because  they  felt  it  their  interest  to  remain.     And  in  reference  to 
them  this  State  will  very  cheerfully  adopt  the  rule  which  generally  controls  the  British 
Government.     She  wiQ  consult  her  own  interest,  and  will  exempt  from  military  service 
for  local  defence  such  mechanics  who  are  aliens  as  choose  to  remain,  and  as  will  be  more 
serviceable  in  thdt  capacity." 

Mr.  Fullarton  next  begins  operations  by  demanding  leave  to  quit  the  State  for 
J.  D.  and  F.  M.  Kiely,  "two  drafted  British  subjects."  We  give  the  whole  of  the  Gover- 
nor's reply  which  closes  the  correspondence,  as  we  find  it  in  the  "Atlanta  Intelligencer :" — 

"Mr.  A.  Fullarton,  Acting  Consul  of  Great  Britain : 

"  Dear  Sir,  "  Marietta,''  September  14,  1863. 

"  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  12th 
instant,  in  which  you  request  me  to  issue  orders  to  the  commanding  officers  to  grant 
J.  D.  and  F.  M.  Kiely,  two  drafted  British  subjects,  residents  of  Bome,  Georgia,  leave  to 
quit  the  State  and  permission  to  remain  unmolested  in  Bome  thirty  days,  to  settle  their 
affairs  in  that  city.  This  permission  will  be  cheerfully  granted  upon  the  production  to 
me  of  sufficient  evidence  that  the  persons  named  are  British  subjects. 

"  By  an  Ordinance  of  the  Convention  of  this  State  representing  her  people  and  her 
Sovereignty,  passed  on  the  16th  day  of  March,  1861,  it  is  declared:— 

"^Tl.at  all  white  persons  resident  in  this  State  at  the  time  of  the  secession 
of  the  State  from  the  United  States,  with  the  bond  fide  intention  of  making  it  the 
place  of  their  permanent  abode,  shall  be  considered  as  citizens  of  this  State^  without 
reference  to  their  place  of  birth :  provided  that  any  persons  not  bom  in  this  State  can 
except  him  or  herself  from  the  operations  of  this  Ordinance  by  a  declaration  in  any 
Court  of  Becord  in  the  State,  within  three  months  from  this  date,  that  he  or  she  does  not 
wish  to  be  considered  a  citizen  of  this  State/ 

"  The  Ordinance  of  Secession  referred  to  in  the  above  quotation  was  passed  on  the 
19th  day  of  January,  1861. 

'^  If  the  Messrs,  Kiely  were  resident  in  this  State  on  the  19th  day  of  January^  1861, 
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md  did  not  file  iheir  declaration  in  a  Court  of  Record  in  this  State  within  three  months 
from  the  16th  day  of  March,  1861,  that  they  did  not  wish  to  become  citizens  of  this  Statei, 
they  accepted  the  privileges  and  obligatiwa  of  citizenship  offered  them  by  the  State,  and 
ceased  to  be  Britisn  subjects,  and  are  copsequently  not  eutitled  to  the  leave  to  quit  the 
State  for  which  you  ask  under  my  lettef  of  the  26th  ultimo.  If,  however,  they  became 
residents  of  this  State  at  any  time  since  the  18th  day  of  January,  1861,  or  if  they  were  then 
residents,  and  filed  their  declaration  as  required  by  the  Ordinance,  within  three  months 
after  the  16th  day  of  March,  1861,  they  v/ill  be  allowed  the  thirty  days  to  arrange  their 
affairs,  as  you  request,  and  permitted  to  depart  from  the  State  at  the  expiration  of  that 
term.    With  high  consideration,  I  am.  Sec. 

(Signed)  ^'Joseph  E.  Brown.'* 

Bravo,  Qt)vemor !  We  hope  there  is  not  a  single  Governor  of  a  State  in  the  Confede- 
racy capable  of  acting  with  less  spirit  and  patriotism  than  Governor  Brown. 

But  what  on  earth  are  we  to  do  with  Mr.  Benjamin  and  his  ^^  Consuls?"  How  long 
are  we  to  suffer  him  to  '^  approve  and  recognize  "  persons  who  do  not  approve  or  recognize 
us,  who  publicly  insult  the  sovereignty  ot*  our  States,  who  tell  us  we  are  waging  *^  civil 
war''  against  our  Government  at  Washington,  and  who  officially  advise  our  State 
soldiers  to  throw  down  their  arms?  Something  must  be  done;  and  no  one  will  be 
surprised  if  the  Governor  of  Georgia  now  finds  it  to  be  his  duty  to  draft  Mr.  Fullarton. 
The  gentleman  or  his  Government  can  ask  redress  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Lincoln. 


m.  7. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  November  6.) 

My  Lord,  Washington^  October  23,  1863. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  i6th  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  to  your  Lordship  an  extract  from  the  ''  National  Litelligencer  "  newspaper  of 
tiie  day  before  yesterday,  containing  a  part  of  a  correspondence  which  has  been  published 
in  the  Southern  newspapers,  and  from  which  it  appears  that  the  so-called  Confederate 
Government  has  expelled  the  British  Consular  Officers  from  the  territory  subject  to  it. 
I  have  no  other  information  on  the  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  in  No.  7. 
Extract  from  the  **  National  Intelligencer^^  of  October  2i,  1863. 

Expulsion  of  all  the  Britlsh  Consols. — WJi  published  a  few  days  ago  a  digest 
of  a  correspondence  that  had  passed  between  Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia,  and 
Mr.  Fullarton,  British  Consul  at  Savannah,  in  reference  to  the  rights  of  British  subjects 
who  had  been  impressed  into  the  Confederate  army.  The  position  taken  by  Mr.  Fullarton 
on  that  occasion  has  brought  to  a  crisi^  the  anomalous  question  of  the  position  of  British 
Consul^  in  the  Confederacy ;  and  a  correspondence  has  been  published  by  the  Rebel  State 
Department,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Benjamin  takes  occasion,  on  behalf  of  the 
Confederacy,  to  dispense  with  the  existence  of  British  Consular  Agents. 

The  first  document  is  a  very  long  despatch  addressed  by  Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Slidell 
in  Paris.  It  is  dated  from  the  Department  of  State  at  Eichmond  on  the  18th  instant, 
and,  as  the  point  of  the  whole  matter  is  in  the  first  pai-agraph,  we  here  quote  it : — 

"The  conduct  of  the  British  Consular  Agents  in  the  Confederacy  has  compelled  the 
President  to  take  the  decisive  step  of  expelling  them  from  our  country,  and  it  is  deemed 
proper  to  put  you  in  possession  of  the  causes  which  have  produced  this  result,  that  you 
nwy  have  it  in  your  power  to  correct  any  misrepresentations  on  the  subject.  To  this 
end  it  is  necessary  to  review  the  whole  course  of  the  British  Government  and  that  of  the 
Confederacy  in  relation  to  these  oflSciaJs." 

Lest  the  Emperor  of  the  French  may  misunderstand  this  action,  Mr.  Benjamin 
concludes  his  despatch  with  the  following  paragraph : — 

"  The  exercise  of  the  droit  de  renvoi  is  top  harsh,  however,  to  be  resorted  to  without 
justifiable  cause,  and  it  is  proper  that  you  should  have  it  in  your  power  to  explain  the 
iprounds  on  ^which  the  President  has  ])ee^  cpmpelled  to   enforce  it.    Lest  also  the 
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Gtovemment  of  Uis  Imperial  Majesty  should  be  misled  into  the  error  of  supposing  that 
the  rights  of  French  citizens  are  in  any  manner  involved  in  the  action  of  the  President, 
which  has  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  reprehensible  conduct  of  the  British  Consular 
Agents,  you  are  requested  to  take  an  early  occasion  for  giving  such  explanations  to 
M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  as  will  obviate  all  risk  of  misapprehension." 

We  give  entire  the  despatch  in  which  Mr.  Benjamin  announces  to  Mr.  FuUarton  the 
£act  of  his  dismissal : — 

'*  Sir,  ''Department  of  State,  Richmond,  Octobers,  1863. 

'^Your  letters  of  the  1st  and  3rd  instant  have  been  received.  You  inform  this 
Government  that,  *  under  your  instructions,  you  have  felt  it  to  be  your  duty  to  advise 
British  subjects  that  while  they  ought  to  acquiesce  in  the  bcrvice  required  so  long  as  it  is 
restricted  to  the  maintenance  of  internal  peace  and  order,  whenever  they  shall  be  brought 
into  actual  conflict  with  the  forces  of  the  United  Statcvs,  whether  under  the  State  or 
Confederate  Government,  the  service  so  required  is  such  as  they  cannot  be  expected  to 
perform. 

**  Your  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Georgia  leaves  no  doubt  of  the  meaning 
intended  to  be  conveyed  by  this  language.  In  that  correspondence  you  state  that  *  under 
instructions,  you  have  felt  yourself  compelled  to  advise  those  drafted  to  acquiesce  until 
called  from  their  homes,  or  to  meet  the  United  States'  forces  in  actual  conflict ;  but  in 
that  event  to  throw  down  their  arms,  and  refuse  to  render  a  service  directly  in  the  teeth 
of  Her  Majesty's  Proclamation,  which  would  incur  the  severe  penalties  denounced  in  the 
Neutrality  Act.' 

"  In  a  communication  from  the  Acting  British  Consul  in  Charleston  to  the  military 
authorities,  he  also  has  informed  them  that  'he  has  advised  the  British  subjects  generaUy 
to  acquiesce  in  the  State  military  organizations ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  informed  them 
that,  in  the  event  the  Militia  should  be  brought  into  conflict  with  the  forces  of  the  United 
States,  either  before  or  after  being  turned  over  to  the  Confederate  Government,  the 
services  required  of  them  would  be  such  as  British  subjects  could  not  be  expected  to 
perform.' 

"  It  thus  appears  that  the  Consular  Agents  of  the  Britibh  Government  have  been 
instructed  not  to  conflne  themselves  to  an  appeal  for  redress,  either  to  Courts  of  Justice 
or  to  this  Government,  whenever  they  may  conceive  that  grounds  exist  for  complaiet 
against  the  Confederate  authorities  in  their  treatment  of  British  subjects  (an  appeal 
which  has  in  no  case  been  made  without  receiving  just  consideration),  but  that  they 
assume  the  power  of  determining  for  themselves  whether  enlisted  soldiers  of  the  Confe- 
deracy are  properly  bound  to  its  service ;  that  they  even  arrogate  the  right  to  interfere 
directly  with  the  execution  of  the  Confederate  laws,  and  to  advise  soldiers  of  the  Confe- 
derate armies  to  throw  down  their  arms  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

"This  assumption  of  jurisdiction  by  foreign  officials  within  the  territory  of  the 
Confederacy,  and  this  encroachment  on  its  sovereignty,  cannot  be  tolerated  for  a  moment; 
and  the  President  has  had  no  hesitation  in  directing  that  all  Consuls  and  Consular  Agents 
of  the  British  Government  be  notified  that  they  can  no  lon;:j::<»r  be  permitted  to  exercise  their 
functions,  or  even  reside,  within  the  limits  of  the  Confederacy. 

"  I  am  directed,  therefore,  by  the  President  to  communicate  to  you  this  order,  that 
you  promptly  depart  from  the  Confederacy,  and  that  in  the  meantime  you  cease  to  exer- 
cise any  Consular  functions  within  its  limits. 

''lan^&c. 
(Signed)  "  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State. 

"A.  FuUarton,  Esq.,  Savannah^  Georgia.** 

The  "Richmond  Enquirer  "  has  the  following  among  other  comments  on  the  above 
correspondence : — 

'*  It  ought  to  have  been  known  here  from  the  first,  but  was  not,  that  England  could 
be  no  friend  to  the  Confederacy  or  its  cause ;  although  sufficiently  an  enemy  to  the 
United  States  to  desire  the  final  disruption  of  the  Union.  We  have  been  long  in  finding 
out  the  truth,  and,  before  we  would  admit  it,  have  endured  some  humiliations  and  insolent 
airs  on  the  part  of  that  Power,  which  surpri>;ed  us  very  much,  but  ought  not  to  have  done 
so.     At  last  the  thing  has  become  too  clear. 

''  Be  it  so ;  we  are  content  that  the  right  thing  is  done  at  last  in  this  most  provoking 
matter.  We  pay  our  compliments  also  to  the  Secretary  for  the  clearness  and  precision 
with  which  he  has  set  forth  what  he  thought  it  material  to  place  on  record ;  and  though 
some  of  his  views  about  continuing  and  revoking  exequaturs,  and  the  like,  are  liable  to 
exception,  there  is  no  occasion  to  controvert  them  any  further  on  the  present  occasion, 
Practically,  the  right  position  with  regard  to  the  British  Government  is  now  reached. 
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We  may  uow  expect^  ere  long^  to  see  a  British  Minister  at  Richmond,  and  British  Consuls 
asking  exequaturs  from  Mr,  Benjamin ;  for  England  never  neglects  her  subjects,  nor 
leaves  them  without  the  shadow  of  her  mng  and  the  guardianship  of  her  flag.  The 
sooner  the  better.    We  do  not  want  to  hurt  either  her  or  her  subjects." 

No.  8. 
Acting  Consul  Walker  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  November  27.) 

My  Lord,  Charleston,  October  16,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch  I 
have  this  day  received  from  Mr.  Benjamin,  the  Secretary  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States,  conveying  to  me  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  same  promptly  to  withdraw 
from  the  Confederacy,  and  in  the  meantime  to  cease  the  exercise  of  Consular  functions 
within  its  limits.  I  also  transmit  a  copy  of  a  despatch  inclosed  to  me  by  Mr.  Benjamin, 
to  which  I  am  referred  for  the  reasons  which  have  induced  the  President  to  adopt  such  a 
course. 

Upon  an  examination  of  this  despatch,  it  seems  that  Mr.  Benjamin  has  concluded 
from  certain  statements  made  by  Mr.  FuUarton,  and  from  a  statement  made  by  myself, 
that  the  Consular  Agents  of  Her  Majesty  have  been  instructed  not  to  confine  themselves 
to  an  appeal  for  redress  either  to  Courts  of  Justice  or  to  the  Confederate  Government 
whenever  they  may  conceive  that  grounds  exist  for  complaint  against  the  Confederate 
authorities  in  their  treatment  of  British  subjects ;  but  that  they  assume  the  power  of 
determining  for  themselves  whether  enlisted  soldiers  of  the  Confederacy  are  properly 
bound  to  its  service ;  that  they  even  arrogate  the  right  to  interfere  directly  with  the 
execution  of  the  Confederate  laws,  and  to  advise  soldiers  of  the  Confederate  armies  to 
throw  down  their  arms  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  As  these  conclusions  and  surmises  are 
entirely  inapplicable  to  this  Consulate,  I  have  taken  upon  myself  to  reply  to  Mr.  Benjamin's 
despatch,  and  to  controvert  his  positions  in  toto,  in  the  most  emphatic  manner  possible ; 
and  as  he  has  thought  proper  to  give  publicity  to  the  whole  affair  by  causing  it  to  be 
published  in  the  Eichmond  ^^  Sentinel,"  I  have  submitted  to  him  that  justice  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  to  myself,  requires  a  like  publication  of  my  reply  to  him. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  that  reply. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  PINCKNET  WALKER. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  8. 
Mr.  Benjamin  to  Acting  Conml  Walker. 


Sir,  Department  of  State,  Richmond,  October  8,  1863. 

FOR  the  reasons  expressed  in  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  this  Department  to 
the  Acting  British  Consul  at  Savannah,  1  have  to  convey  to  you  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent that  you  promptly  withdraw  from  the  Confederacy,  and  that  in  the  meantime  you 
cease  to  exercise  any  Consular  frmctions  within  its  limits. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  P.  BENJAMIN,  Secretary  of  State. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  8, 
Mr.  Benjamin  to  Acting  Consul  Fallarton. 


Sir,  Department  of  State,  Richmondy  October  8,  1863. 

YOUR  letters  of  the  1st  and  3rd  instant  have  been  received.  You  inform  this 
Government  that  "  under  your  instructions  you  have  felt  it  to  be  your  duty  to  advise 
British  subjects  that,  whilst  they  ought  to  acquiesce  in  the  service  required  so  long  as 
it  is  restricted  to  the  maintenance  of  internal  peace  and  order,  whenever  they  shall  be 
brought  into  actual  conflict  with  the  forces  of  the  United  States^  whether  under  the  State 
or  Confederate  Qovemments,  the  service  so  required  is  such  a»  they  cannot  be  expected 
toperfomu" 
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intended  to  be  conveyed  by  this  language. 

In  that  correspondence  you  state  that  ^  under  instructions  you  have  felt  yourself 
compelled  to  advise  those  drafted  to  acquiesce  until  called  from  their  homes^  or  to  meet 
the  United  States'  forces  in  actual  conflict ;  but  in  that  event  to  throw  down  their  arms, 
and  refuse  to  enter  a  service  directly  in  the  teeth  of  Her  Majesty^s  Proclamation,  and 
which  would  incur  the  severe  penalties  denounced  in  the,  Neutrality  Act.** 

In  a  communication  frpm  the  Acting  British  Consul  iin  Gharfeston  tp  the  military 
authorities,  he  also  has  inronned  tkem  that  ^^he  has  advised  the  British  subjects  generally 
to  acq^ie^ce  in  the  State  M^itia  organizations,  but  at  the  same  time  he  informed  them 
|;hat  in  tlje  event  the  Militia  should  be  brought  into  conflict  with  the  forces  of  the  tJnited 
States,  either  before  or  after  being  tumea  over  tq  the  Confederate  Grovemment,  the 
services  required  of  them  would  be  such  a^  British  subjects  could  not  be  expected  to 
perform." 

It  thus  appears  that  the  Consular  Agents  of  the  British  Government  have  been 
instructed  not  to  confine  themselves  to  an  appeal  for  redress  either  to  Courts  of  Justice 
or  to  this  Government  whenever  they  may  conceive  that  grounds  exist  for  complaint 

Xinst  the  Confederate  authorities  in  their  treatment  of  British  subjects  (an  a:ppeal 
ch  has  in  no  case  been  made  without  receiving  just  consideration),  but  that  they 
assume  the  power  of  determining  for  thepiselves  whether  enlisted  soldiers  of  the  Confe- 
deracy are  properly  bound  to  its  service ;  that  they  even  arrogate  the  right  to  interfere 
directly  with  the  execution  of  Confederate  laws,  and  to  advise  soldiers  of  tne  Confederate 
armies  to  throw  down  their  arms  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

This  assumption  of  jurisdiction  by  foreign  officials  within  the  territory  of  the  Confe- 
deracy and  this  encroachment  on  its  sovereignty  cannot  be  tolerated  for  a  moment ;  and 
the  President  has  bad  no  hesitation  in  directing  that  all  Consuls  and  Consular  Agents  of 
the  British  Government  be  notified  that  they  can  no  longer  be  permitted  to  exercise  their 
functions,  or  even  to  reside  within  the  limits  of  the  Confederacy. 

I  am  directed,  therefore,  by  the  President  to  communicate  to  you  this  order,  that 
you  promptly  depart  from  the  Confederacy,  and  that  in  the  meantime  you  cease  to 
exercise  any  Consular  fijnctions  within  its  limits. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  P.  BENJAMIN,  Secretary  of  Slate. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  8. 
Acting  Consul  Walker  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 


Sir,  Charleston,  October  16,  1863, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  tP  ^acknowledge  tbe  reffpipt  on  (his  day  of  your  despatch  to 
me  of  the  8th  instant,  conveying  to  me-  the  orders  of  the  President  that  I  promptly 
witiidrij.w  from  the  Co^federacy,  and  in  the  meantime  cease  to  exercise  any  Consular 
functions  within  its  limits. 

Your  despatch  incloses  to  me  another  addressed  by  you  tp  Her  Britannic  Miijesty's 
4^cting  Consul  at  Savannah,  to  which  I  am  referred  fpr  ik^  reasons  which  have  induced 
the  orders  for  my  withdrawal  which  you  hj^ve  conveyed  tq  me. 

I  have  accordingly  examined  that  despatph,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  represent  that 
justice  tq  myi|elf  and  pay  dijty  to  Per  Majesty's  (government  require  that  I  should 
without  any  hesitation  point  out  to  you  how  very  serious  are  the  mistakes  you  have  fallen 
into. 

However  correct  your  premises  may  be,  you  are  exceedingly  unfortunate  in  the 
conclusions  you  have  arrived  at.  Tou  condude  that  '^the  Consular  Agents  of  the 
British  Government  have  been  instructed  not  to  confine  themselves  to  an  appeal  for 
redress,  either  to  the  Courts  of  Justice  or  to  your  Government  whenever  they  may 
conceive  that  grounds  for  complaint  exist  against  the  Confederate  authorities  in  their 
treatment  of  British  subjects."  The  fact  is  not  so ;  and  I  am  soryy  to  be  obliged  to  say 
you  are  entirely  mistaken. 

You  next  conclucle  and  assert  that  Her  Majesty's  Consular  Agents  ^  assume  the 
power  of  determining  for  themselves  whether  enlisted  soldiers  of  the  Confederacy  are 
properly  bound  to  its  service.^ 

'  Td  this  assertion,  so  £ar  as  it  refers  to  this  Consulate,  I  claim  the  right  to  giv^  the 
most  unqualified  denial ;  and  I  challenge  the  proof  of  any  action  that  has  ))een  taken, 
or  any  advice  or  countenance  that  has  at  any  time  been  given  by  me  to  any  enfitted 
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man.  And  witJti  Uke  emphasis  do  I, utterly  deny  that  I  have  ever  arrogated  the  right  to 
interfere  directly  or  indirectly  with  the  execution  of  Confederate  laws,  or  extended  any 
advice  whatever  to  any  of  the  soldiers  of  its  armies  upon  any  topip  whatsoever. 

Therefore,  in  further  denial  of  your  assertions,  uniPounded  so  far  as.  they  are  applied 
to  me,  it  becomes  my  turn  to  draw  some  conclusions :  and  they  ^re  that  I  have  not,  as 
you  allege,  assumed  any  undue  jurisdiction  within  the  territory  of  the  Ooiifederacy  nor 
in  any  way  encroached  upon  ite  sovereignty.  In  short,  the  only  assertion  made  in  your 
despatch  in  which  X  ^J^  concur,  is,  that  in  which  you  say  no  appeal  has  been  made  to  you 
without  receiving  just  consideration.  1  have  pleasure  in  admitting  the  truth  of  this 
statement,  and  on  proper  occasion  it  has  given  me  pleasure  to  announce  to  Her  Majesty's 
Grovernment  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  my  appeals  have  been  received. 

But  I  have  now  to  complain  that  yoii  have  done  to  me  both  personally  and  officially, 
and  also  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  very  great  injustice  by  publishing  throughout 
the  Southern  States,  as  applicable  to  myself  and  to  this  Consulate,  conclusions  which  are 
utterly  without  foundation. 

And  I  submit,  therefore,  to  your  just  consideration  that  the  injustice  complained  of 
can  only  be  removed  by  your  giving  to  this  despatch  the  same  publicity  that  you  have 
been  pleased  to  give  to  the  charges  you  have  preferred. 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  such  orders  may  be  given  as  will  enable  me  to 
hold  communication  with  any  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  that  may  visit  the  coast  of  this 
Consular  district. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)  '    H.  PINCKNET  WALKEE. 


lSo.9. 
Acting  Consul  Walker  to  to  Earl  RusselL — {Received  November  27.) 

My  Lord,  Charleston,  October  9,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  official  publication  of 
the  State  Department  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  in  reference  to  the  recent 
orders  for  the  removal  of  Her  Majesty's  Consuls  from  the  Confederacy. 

It  commences  with  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Benjanun  to  Mr.  Slidell,  which  may  not 
otherwise  fall  under  your  Lordship's  notice*  In  this  among  other  things  he  insists  that 
Her  Majesty's  Consuls  at  this  port  and  Savannah  have  interfered  with  Confederate 
enlisted  soldiers,  and  with  the  execution  of  the  Confederate  laws,  and  declares  that  th^ 
despatch  is  sent  to  Mr.  Slidell  to  enable  him  to  give  such  explanSttion  of  the  Confederate 
act  in  expelling  Her  Majesty's  Consuls  as  will  obviate  the  belief  of  its  having  arisen  from 
a  different  cause. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject  I  pray  your  Lordship  to  permit  me  to  offelr  a  few 
remarks. 

In  the  despatch  referred  to  Mr,  Benjamin  refers  to  the  Act  of  the  Confederate 
Congress,  passed  in  April,  1862,  directing  ^<a  draft  for  the  army''  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

1  beg  to  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  these  facts :  that  the  law  referred  to  ib 
entitled  "  An  Act  to  further  provide  for  the  Public  Defence,"  that  it  is  universally  known 
as  '^  the  Conscription  Act,"  and  those  who  enter  the  army  under  its  provisions  as  "  con- 
scripts," and  those  who  receive  and  instruct  them  as  '^  Commandants  of  Conscripts"  and 
those  who  gather  them  as  ''Enrolling  officers."  The  word  "draft"  is  not  to  be  found 
in  the  Act,  nor  is  it  ever  understood  as  applicable  to  those  who  enter  the  service  under 
it.  For  your  Lordship's  further  information  on  this  point  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of 
the  Act. 

Upon  the  subsequent  call  of  the  President  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  upon 
the  Governors  of  the  several  States  for  additional  troops  to  be  employed  in  Confederate 
service  within  their  limits,  they  for  the  most  part  undeji^ook  to  re*organize  the  Militia  of 
the  States  over  which  they  presided ;  they  also  called  for  volunteers  and  announced  that 
drafts  would  take  place  from  the  newly  organized  miUtia  to  make  up  the  number  asked 
of  them,  should  volunteering  not  supply  it. 

The  advice  which  I  have  given  and  to  which  Mr.  Benjamin  takes  exception  was 
given  on  the  eve  of  this  new  militia  organization,  and  the  word  ''drafted"  as  used  by 
Mr.  Fidlarton  has  reference  to  the  performance  of  that  operation  by  tixe  State  atrthoiities^ 
and  icanbat  fairly  be  tortured  into  a  con&ection  mih  ^'  enlisted  men''  not  "  Cbnfederaie 
laws.'^    I  will  state  xtforecYer  that  those  who  have  a^^ed  to  me  for  eouxisdi  aiid  direcikA 
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I  have  regarded  as  involuntary  inhabitants ;  the  continoance  of  the  blockade  and  the 
existence  of  military  lines  having  forbad  their  evacuation  of  the  country, 

I  trust  your  Lordship  will  forgive  me  f«>r  this  digression,  which  I  venture  to  make  in 
order  to  expose  the  special  pleadinir  of  Mr.  Benjamin,  whereby,  as  it  seems  to  me  he 
seeks  unjustly  to  cast  odium  on  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  and  upon  lier  Confmlar 
officers. 

1  have   &c 
(Signed)        '    H.  PINCKNEY  WALKER. 


Lidosure  1  in  No.  9. 

Official  Correspondence  of  the  State  Department  relative  to  the  Dismissal  of  the 

British  Consuls. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Slidell. 

Sir,  Department  of  State,  Richmond,  October  8,  18(33. 

THK  conihict  of  the  British  Consular  Agents  in  the  Confederacy  has  compelled  the 
President  to  take  the  decisive  step  of  expelling  them  from  our  country ;  and  it  is  deemed 
proper  to  put  you  in  possession  of  the  causes  which  have  produced  this  result,  that  you 
may  have  it  in  your  power  to  correct  any  misrepresentations  on  the  subject.  To  this  end 
it  is  necessary  to  review  the  whole  course  of  the  British  Government  and  that  of  the 
Confederacy  in  relation  to  these  officials. 

When  the  Confederacy  was  fii-st  formed,  there  were  in  our  ports  a  number  of  British 
Consuls  and  Consular  Ag;ents.  who  had  been  recognized  as  such,  not  only  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  I'nited  States,  which  was  then  the  authorized  agent  of  the  several  States  for 
that  purpose,  l)ut  In  tlie  State  authorities  themselves.  Under  the  law  of  nations,  those 
officials  :ire  not  entillod  to  exercise  political  or  diplomatic  functions,  nor  are  they  ever 
accredited  to  the  Sovoreitrns  witliin  whose  dominions  they  reside.  Their  only  warrant  of 
authority  is  the  commission  of  their  own  Government :  but  usage  requires  that  those  who 
have  the  full  grade  of  Consul  should  not  exercise  their  functions  within  the  territory  of 
any  Sovereign  before  receiving  his  permission  in  the  form  of  an  exequatur ;  while  Consular 
agents  of  inferior  grade  simply  notify  the  local  authorities  of  their  intention  to  act  in 
that  cai)acity.  It  has  not  been  customary,  upon  any  change  of  Government,  to  intetfeTe 
with  these  commercial  officials  already  established  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  it 
is  their  recognized  obligation  to  treat  all  Governments  which  may  be  established  dr  facto 
over  the  ports  where  they  reside  as  Governments  de  jure.  The  British  Consular  officials 
gave  no  cause  of  complaint  on  this  score,  and  the  President  interposed  no  objection  to 
the  continued  exercise  of  their  functions.  On  other  grounds,  however,  various  causes  of 
complaint  subse(|uently  arose,  and  in  the  case  of  Consul  Moore  it  was  found  necessary  to 
revoke  his  exequatur  for  his  disregard  of  the  legitimate  request  of  this  Department  that 
he  should  abstain  from  further  action  as  Consul  until  he  had  submitted  his  commission 
for  inspection,  and  because  of  his  oflTensive  remarks  touching  the  Confederate  authorities 
in  relation  to  two  enlisted  solders,  as  fully  explained  in  a  published  despatch  of  this 
Government.  Attention  was  also  called  in  that  despatch  (which  was  communicated  to  the 
British  Cabinet)  to  the  objectionable  conduct  of  British  functionaries  in  the  enemy's 
country,  who  assumed  authority  within  the  limits  of  the  Confederacy,  thereby  implying 
that  these  States  were  still  members  of  the  Union  to  which  those  functionaries  were 
accredited,  and  ignoring  the  existence  of  this  Government  within  the  territory  over  which 
it  was  exercising  unquestioned  sway.  Notwithstanding  the  grave  character  of  this 
complaint,  the  President  confined  liimself  to  reprehending  this  conduct,  and  to  informing 
the  British  Government  that  lie  had  forbidden,  for  the  future,  any  direct  communication 
between  British  Consuls  here  and  British  officials  in  the  United  States.  And  here  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  ol»ser\  e.  that  although  this  desimtch  was  published  at  the  time  of 
its  date,  and  was  coninmnicaied  to  the  I'oreign  Office  in  London,  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
made  the  strange  mistake  of  assertinic  in  tlie  House  of  Commons  that  Mr.  Moore's 
dismissal  was  connected  in  some  way  with  alleged  cruelties  committed  on  one  Belshaw, 
of  whose  existence  the  Department  was  ignorant  till  the  publication  of  the  debate,  and 
concerning  whom  no  representation  exists  on  its  file^. 

Soon  after  that  despatch  was  forwarded,  the  President  was  apprised  by  the  Governor 
of  Alabama  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  visited  with  severe  displeasure  and  had 
removed  from  office  the  British  Consular  Agent  at  Mobile,  because  he  had  received  and 
forwarded  from  Mobile,  on  an  English  man-of-war,  money  due  by  the  State  of  Alabama 
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to  British  subjects  for  interest  on  the  public  debt  of  the  State ;  and  that  the  British 
Minister  at  Washington,  after  failing  in  active  efforts  to  prevent  the  remittance  of  this 
money.,  had  assumed  the  power  of  appointing  a  Consular  Agent  within  the  Confederacy 
to  replace  the  oflScer  at  Mobile  who  had  incurred  censure  and  punishment  for  the  discharge 
of  a  plain  duty  to  British  subjects  which  happened  to  be  distasteful  to  the  United  States. 
A  copy  of  the  despatch  on  this  subject  communicated  to  the  British  Government  is 
inclosed,  and  you  will  perceive  that  the  action  of  the  President  was  marked  by  extreme 
forbearance,  and  that  he  confined  himself  to  refusing  permission  that  Mr.  Oridland  should 
act  under  Lord  Lyons'  instructions,  and  to  expressing  the  confident  hope  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  in  the  future  choose  some  other  mode  of  transmitting  its 
orders  and  exercising  its  authority  over  its  agents  within  the  Confederacy,  than  by  dele- 
gating to  functionaries  who  reside  among  our  enemies  the  power  to  give  orders  or 
instructions  to  those  who  reside  among  us. 

In  his  answer  to  this  despatch  (of  which  a  copy  is  also  inclosed),  Earl  Russell,  while 
acknowledging  the  justice  of  our  remonstrance  against  the  assumption  of  authority  by 
Lord  Lyons,  defends  the  action  of  the  British  Government  in  the  matter  of  the  Mobile 
Consulate  by  maintaining  that  the  transmission  of  the  specie  by  Consul  Magee  under  the 
circumstances  above  explained,  "had  the  character,  in  the  eyes  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, of  aiding  one  of  the  belligerents  against  the  other."  This  statement  clearly 
assumes  that  the  transmission  of  specie  from  one  of  these  States  to  Great  Britain  in  pay- 
ment of  a  public  debt  to  British  subjects  is  an  act  of  hostility  against  the  United  States, 
which  British  oflScials  cannot  promote  with  due  regard  to  neutral  obligations,  because  it 
"aids  one  of  the  belligerents  against  the  other/'  No  reason  is  given  for  this  conclusion, 
which  appears  to  us  to  be  at  variance  with  all  received  notions  of  international  law.  The 
States  of  the  Confederacy  have  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances  made  great  effbrts 
and  sacrifice  to  effect  punctual  payment  of  their  debt  to  neutrals,  and  these  efforts  do  not 
seem  to  us  to  be  properly  characterized  as  being  belligerent  acts  against  our  enemies. 
We  can  but  regret  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  determined  so  to  regard  them, 
and  to  discourage  the  discharge  of  a  duty  in  which  British  subjects  are  so  deeply 
interested. 

Within  the  last  few  days  the  President  has  been  informed  by  communications 
addressed  to  the  State  and  Confederate  authorities  by  two  out  of  the  three  British 
Consular  Agents  remaining  here,  that  they  had  received  instructions  from  their  Govern- 
ment to  pursue  a  course  of  conduct  in  regard  to  persons  of  British  origin  now  resident 
within  the  Confederacy  which  it  has  been  impossible  to  tolerate.  It  seems  scarcely 
probable  that  the  instructions  of  Earl  Russell  have  been  properly  understood  by  his  Agents, 
but  we  have  no  means  of  communicating  with  the  British  Government  for  the  correction 
of  misunderstandings.  Tou  ire  aware  that  Great  Britain  has  no  Diplomatic  Agent  accre- 
dited to  us,  and  that  Earl  Russell  having  declined  a  personal  interview  with  Mr.  Mason, 
the  latter,  after  some  time  spent  in  an  unsatisfactory  interchange  of  written  communica- 
tions, has  been  relieved  of  a  mission  which  had  been  rendered  painful  to  himself  and  ^as 
productive  of  no  benefit  to  his  country.  The  President  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  take 
the  remedy  into  his  own  hands. 

A  brief  statement  will  suffice  for  your  full  comprehension  of  the  matter.  In  April 
1862,  Congress  passed  a  law  directing  a  draft  for  the  army  of  '*  all  white  men  who  are 
residents  of  the  Confederate  States,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years, 
and  not  legally  exempted  from  military  service.'*  The  draft  was  made,  as  stated  in  the 
law,  in  view  of  the  absolute  necessity  "  of  placing  in  the  field  a  large  additional  force  to 
meet  the  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy  now  invading  our  soil ;  "  in  other  words,  all 
residents  capable  of  bearing  arms  were  called  on  to  protect  their  own  homes  from  invasion, 
their  own  property  from  plunder,  their  own  families  from  cruel  outrage.  You  will  observe 
that  the  call  was  not  made  until  after  a  year  of  war,  during  which  it  Imd  been  entirely 
within  the  power  of  all  foreigners  to  depart  from  a  country  threatened  with  invasion,  if 
they  preferred  not  to  share  the  common  lot  of  its  inhabitants* 

Upon  the  promulgation  of  this  law  objection  was  made  by  several  foreign  Consuls  to 
its  application  to  the  subjects  of  their  Sovereigns,  and  the  President  directed  that  its 
provisions  should  not  be  so  construed  as  to  impose  forced  military  service  on  mere 
sojourners  or  temporary  residents,  but  only  on  such  as  had  become  citizens  of  the  Con- 
federacy dejure,  or  had  rendered  themselves  liable,  under  the  law  of  nations,  to  be 
considered  as  as  citizens  de  facto,  by  having  established  themselves  as  permanent  residents 
within  the  Confederacy,  without  the  intention  of  returning  to  their  native  country. 

To  this  very  liberal  interpretation  of  the  law  in  favour  of  foreign  residents,  it  was  not 
supposed  that  objection  could  be  taken  ;  but  on  the  12th  !N'ovember,  1862,  Consul  Bunch, 
at  Charleston,  wrote  to  the  Department  as  follows : — 

[201]  B 
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^  I  have  now  received  the  instructions  of  Eari  Bussell  to  signify  to  you  the  views  of 
Hefr  Majesty's  Government  on  this  subject. 

*'  I  am  desired  to  lose  no  time  in  remonstrating  strongly  against  the  forcible  enlist- 
ment of  British  subjects,  and  to  say  that  such  subjects  domiciled  only  by  residence  in 
the  so-called  Confederate  States  cannot  be  forcibly  enlisted  in  the  military  service  of 
those  States  by  virtue  of  an  ex  post  facto  law,  when  no  municipal  law  ejdsted  at  the  time 
of  their  domicil  rendering  them  liable  to  such  service. 

*^  It  may  be  competent  for  a  State  in  which  a  domiciled  foreigner  may  reside  to  pass 
such  an  ex  post  facto  law,  if  at  the  same  time  an  option  is  offered  to  foreigners  affected 
by  it  to  quit,  after  a  reasonable  period,  the  territory,  if  they  object  to  serve  in  the  armies 
of  the  State ;  but  without  this  option  such  a  law  would  violate  the  principles  of  inter- 
national law,  and  even  with  such  an  option  the  comity  heretofore  observed  between 
independent  States  would  not  be  very  scrupulously  observed. 

"  The  plainest  notions  of  reason  and  justice  forbid  that  a  foreigner  admitted  to 
reside  for  peaceful  and  commercial  purposes  in  a  State  forming  a  part  of  the  Federal 
Union  should  be  suddenly  and  without  warning  compelled  by  the  State  to  take  an  active 
part  in  hostilities  against  other  States  which,  when  he  became  domiciled,  were  members 
of  one  and  the  same  Confederacy;  which  States,  moreover,  have  threatened  to  treat  as 
rerbels^  and  not  as  prisoners  of  war,  all  who  may  fall  into  their  hands. 

**  To  these  considerations  must  be  added  the  fact  that  the  persons  who  have  been 
the  victims  of  this  forced  enlistment  are  forbidden  under  severe  penalties  by  the  Queen's 
Proclamation,  to  take  part  in  the  civil  war  now  raging  in  America,  and  that  thus  they  are 
made  not  only  to  enter  a  military  service  contrary  to  their  own  wishes  and  in  viola- 
ti<«)  of  the  tacit  compact  under  which  they  took  up  their  original  domicil,  but  also  to 
dfeobey  the  order  of  their  legitimate  Sovereign. 

"  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  urge  these  several  considerations  upon  you,  and  to 
add  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  confidently  hope  and  expect  that  no  nirther  occasion 
for  remonstrance  will  arise  on  this  point.*' 

No  reply  was  deemed  necessary  to  this  despatch  (nor  to  a  similar  one  from  Consul 
Moore  dated  on  the  14th  November),  notwithstanding  the  very  questionable  assumptions, 
both  of  law  and  fact,  contained  in  it,  because  there  seemed  to  be  no  substantial  point  ai 
issue  between  the  two  Governments,  and  discussion  could  therefore  serve  no    useiiil 
purpose.     Earl  Russell  was  not  understood  to  insist  on  anything  more  than  that  British 
subjects  resident  within  the  Confederacy  should  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time  to  exercise 
the  option  of  departing  from  the  country  if  unwilling  to  be  enrolled  in  its  service ;  and, 
in  poifit  of  fact,  this  option  had  never  been  refused  them,  and  many  had  availed  them- 
selves of  it.     Nor  was  it  believed   that  Her  Majesty's  Government  expected  a  very 
favourable  response  to  their  appeal  to  this  Government  for  the  exercise  of  the  comity 
between  ''  independent "  States  supposed  to  be  involved  in  this  subject,  whilst  Great  Britain 
was  persistently  refusing  to  recognize  the  independence  which  alone  could  justify  the 
appeal. 

Since  the  date  of  these  two  letters,  numerous  requests  have  been  made  by  British 
Consular  officials  for  the  interposition  of  this  Government  in  behalf  of  persons  alleged  to 
be  British  subjects  wrongfully  subjected  to  draft.  Relief  has  always  been  afforded  when 
warranted  by  the  facts,  but  it  soon  became  known  that  these  gentlemen  regarded  their 
own  certificates  as  conclusive  evidence  that  the  persons  named  in  them  were  exempt  from 
ndlitary  service,  and  that  these  certificates  were  freely  issued  on  the  simple  affidavit  of  the 
interested  parties.  Thus  Consul  Moore  was  deceived  into  claiming  exemption  for  two 
n»en  who  were  proven  to  be  citizens  of  the  Confederacy,  and  to  have  been  landowners 
aBd  voters  for  a  series  of  years  prior  to  the  war. 

Much  inconvenience  was  occasioned  before  these  abuses  could  be  corrected,  but  they 
afterwards  assumed  a  shape  which  forbade  further  tolerance.  The  correspondence  of  the 
-Adting  British  Consuls  at  Savannah  and  Charleston,  already  referred  to,  asserts  the  exist- 
ence of  instructions  from  their  Govemtnent,  under  which,  instead  of  advising  British 
siibjects  to  resort  to  the  courts  of  justice,  always  open  for  the  redress  of  grievances,  or  to 
apply  to  this  Government  for  protection  against  any  harsh  or  unjust  treatment  by  its 
suboMinates,  they  deem  it  a  duty  to  counsel  our  enlisted  soldiers  to  jndge  for  themselvra 
of  their  right  to  exemption,  to  refuse  obedience  to  Confederate  laws  and  authority,  and 

elhort  them  to  open  mutiny  in  face  of  the  enemy, 
et^n  This  unwarrantable  assumption  by  foreign  officials  of  jurisdiction  within  our  tcwi- 
tory,  this  offensive  encroachment  on  the  sovereignty  of  the  Confederate  States,  has  been 
r^^ss^d  by  the  President's  order  for  the  immediate  departure  of  all  British  Consular 
Agents  frbm  our  countiy,  as  you  will  perceive  by  a  perusal  of  the  inclosed  copy  of  the 
notice  addressed  to  one  of  them.  Acting  Consul  Fullarton, 
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But  a  few  months  have  elapsed  since  the  utmost  indignation  was  expressed  by  the 
British  Government  against  the  United  States'  Minister  at  London  for  issuing  a  safe- 
conduct  to  be  used  on  the  high  seas  by  a  merchant-vessel;  and  the  gronnd  of  this  denun- 
ciation was  his  exercise  of  direct  authority  over  subject  matter  within  the  exclusive 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  Queen.  It  is  difficult,  therefore,  to  conceive  on  what  basis 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  deemed  themselves  justified  in  the  much  graver  encroach- 
ment on  the  sovereignty  of  these  States,  which  has  been  attempted  under  instructions 
alleged  to  have  emanated  from  them. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  here  to  discuss  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  claims  of  the 
Confederacy  on  the  allegiance  of  persons  of  foreign  origin  residing  permanently  within 
its  limits  (easy  as  would  be  the  task  of  demonstrating  the  obligation  of  such  residents, 
under  the  law  of  nations,  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  their  own  homes  and  property  against 
invasion),  because,  as  already  observed,  the  liberal  construction  of  the  law  in  their  favour 
which  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  President,  and  the  indulgence  of  the  Government  in 
permitting  them  for  many  months  to  exercise  the  option  of  avoiding  service  by  departing 
from  the  country,  deprive  the  discussion  of  any  practical  interest.  I  have  been  induced 
to  place  the  whole  subject  fully  in  your  possession,  by  reason  of  a  statement  made  by 
Consul  Fullarton  to  the  Gt)vemor  of  Georgia,  that  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  hi 
remonstrances  to  produce  the  exemption  of  all  British  subjects  from  service,  he  is 
instructed  to  state  that  ^^  the  Governments  in  Europe  interested  in  this  question  will 
unite  in  making  such  representations  as  will  secure  to  aliens  this  desired  exemption." 

The  menace  here  implied  would  require  no  answer  if  it  were  not  made  professedly 
under  instructions.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  to  you  that  the  action  of  the  President 
in  repelling  with  decision  any  attempt  by  foreign  officials  to  arrogate  sovereign  rights 
within  our  limits,  or  to  interfere  of  their  own  authority  with  the  execution  of  our  laws, 
would  not  be  affected  in  the  slightest  degree  by  representations  from  any  source,  however 
exalted.  This  is  the  only  point  on  which  the  President  has  had  occasion  to  act,  and  on 
this  point  there  is  no  room  for  discussion. 

The  exercise  of  the  droit  de  renvoi  is  too  harsh,  however,  to  be  resorted  to  without 
justifiable  cause,  and  it  is  proper  that  you  should  have  it  in  your  power  to  explain  the 
grounds  on  which  the  President  has  been  compelled  to  enforce  it.  Lest  also  the  Govern- 
ment of  His  Imperial  Majesty  should  be  misled  into  the  error  of  supposing  that  the  rights 
of  French  citizens  are  in  any  manner  involved  in  the  action  of  the  President  which  has 
been  rendered  necessary  by  the  reprehensible  conduct  of  the  British  Consular  Agents, 
you  are  requested  to  take  an  early  occasion  for  giving  such  explanation  to  M.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  as  will  obviate  all  risk  of  misapprehension. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  P.  BEeTJAMTtT. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Fullarton,  October  8,  1868. 
[See  Inclosure  2  in  ISo.  8.] 

Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Sir,  Department  of  State,  Richmond,  June  11,.  1863. 

SINCE  my  No.  24,  of  6th  instant,  further  information  has  reached  the  Department, 
illustrating  most  forcibly  the  necessity  for  the  action  taken  by  the  President  on-  the 
subject  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consuls  resident  within  the  Confederacy,  as  explained 
in  that  despatch. 

On  the  18th  May  Mr.  Cridland,  who  had  occasionally  acted  as  Consul  in  Richmond 
during  temporary  absence  of  Consul  Moore,  sought  an  interview  at  the  Department,  and 
in  being  admitted,  called  my  attention  to  an  article  in  the  Richmond  '^  Whig  "  of  that 
ate,  which  announced  that  Mr.  Cridland  was  about  to  depart  for  Mobile  with  the  com* 
mission  of  Consul,  and  that  he  was  accredited  to  Mr,  Lincoln,  not  to  this  Government, 
Mj.  Cridland  assured  me  that  the  statement  was  erroneous  ;  that  he  was  going  to  Mobile 
as  a  private  individual,  unofficially,  to  look  after  certain  interests  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment that  had  been  left  unprotected  by  the  withdrawal  of  Consul  Magee.  He  further 
stated  that  as  he  was  going  there  unofficially  he  had  not  conceived  that  there  was  any 
impropriety  in  doing  so  without  communicating  his  intention  to  the  Department,  and 
hoped  that  such  was  my  own  view  of  the  matter.  I  informed  him  that  all  neutral  residents 
were  at  liberty  to  travel  within  the  Confederacy  and  to  transact  their  business  without 
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other  restrictions  than  such  as  the  military  authorities  found  it  necessary  to  impose  for 
the  public  safety,  and  that  this  Department  saw  no  reason  to  interpose  any  objection  to 
his  going  to  Mobile  to  transact  business  unofficially.  He  then  said  that  he  had  called 
at  the  office  of  the  "  Whig  "  to  make  a  similar  explanation  to  the  editor  of  that  paper, 
with  a  view  to  the  correction  of  the  erroneous  impression  created  by  its  article,  and 
accordingly  on  the  next  day  an  article  appeared  in  that  journal  announcing  that  it  had 
received  the  assurance  from  Mr.  Cridland  that  he  was  going  to  Mobile  ^'  to  look  after 
British  interests  in  that  quarter  in  an  unofficial  way,"  and  that  he  was  '^  without  commission 
from  the  Queen  or  exequatur  from  Washington." 

I  was,  therefore,  quite  surprised  at  receiving  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  oflScial 
communication  of  a  telegram  received  by  him  from  Admiral  Buchanan,  informing  the 
Secretary  that  Mr.  Cridland  had  been  officially  introduced  to  him  by  the  French  Consul 
as  Acting  English  Consul  at  Mobile,  and  had  shown  the  Admiral  "an  official  document 
signed  by  Lord  Lyons,  appointing  him  Acting  English  Consul  at  Mobile."  I  append 
copies  of  this  telegram,  and  of  the  two  articles  above  referred  to,  extracted  from  the 
Bichmond^Whig." 

These,  liowever,  are  not  the  only  exceptionable  features  which  mark  this  aflair. 
Other  circumstances,  to  which  your  attention  is  invited,  have  been  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Department  by  official  communications  from  the  Governor  of  Alabama. 

On  the  1 1th  November  last  the  Bank  of  Mobile,  as  agent  for  the  State  of  Alabama, 
addressed  a  communication  to  Consul  Magee,  at  Mobile,  informing  him  that  that  State 
would  owe,  during  the  ensuing  year,  to  British  subjects,  interest  coupons  on  the  State 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  some  40,000/.  sterling ;  that  this  interest  was  payable  in  London 
at  the  Union  Bank  and  at  the  counting-house  of  the  Messrs.  Rothschild,  and  requestiDg 
to  know  whether  the  Bank  would  be  allowed  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Consul  in  coin 
the  sum  necessary  for  transmission  to  England,  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  for  the 
purpose  mentioned. 

On  the  14th  November  Consul  Magee  replied  that  he  had  sent  to  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Consul  at  New  Orleans  to  ask  if  Her  Majesty's  steam-ship  "  Rinaldo "  could 
not  be  sent  to  Mobile  to  receive  the  specie  and  take  it  to  Havana,  to  be  forwarded  thence 
by  the  Consul-General  of  Great  Britain  to  London. 

The  specie  was  not  conveyed  by  the  *'Rinaldo,"  but  by  Her  Majesty's  ship 
"Vesuvius,"  and  was  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  the  President  of  the  Bank  stating 
that  the  remittance  of  the  '^thirty-one  kegs  of  specie,  containing  each  5,000  dollars, 
together  155,000  dollars,  .  .  .  .  is  for  the  purpose  of  paying  dues  to  British  subjects 
from  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  is  the  property  and  belongs  to  the  subjects  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty.'' 

The  shipment  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Bank  as  agent  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  to  W.  W.  Scrimgeour,  Esq.,  Manager  of  the  Union  Bank  of  London, 
directing  its  appropriation  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  due  to  British  and  other  foreign 
holders  of  the  State  bonds,  with  a  statement  of  the  dates  at  which  the  several  instahnents 
of  the  interest  would  become  due,  and  of  the  places  in  London  where  they  were  to  be 
paid. 

So  little  doubt  seems  to  have  been  entertained  of  the  propriety  ot  this  transaction 
by  all  that  were  engaged  in  it,  that  the  Commander  of  the  ^^  Vesuvius  "  informed  the 
Commander  of  the  United  States'  blockading  squadron  that  the  British  Consul  had  monej 
to  send  by  him,  and  no  objection  nor  protest  was  made.  Among  the  papers  annexed  you 
will  find  the  account  given  by  Commodore  Hitchcock  himself  of  his  conversation  with 
the  Commander  of  the  "Vesuvius,"  written  after  the  dismissal  of  Consul  Magee,  and 
therefore  at  a  period  when  the  Commodore  could  certainly  have  no  motive  for  giving  a 
colouring  to  his  narrative,  adverse  to  what  was  then  known  to  be  the  view  of  his  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  *^  Vesuvius  "  received  and  conveyed  the  specie  which 
has  since  been  received  in  England,  and,  as  stated  in  the  public  journals,  paid  in  whole  or 
in  part  to  British  subjects,  thus  establishing  the  bona  fides  of  the  conduct  of  all  the 
parties  to  the  transaction. 

It  now  appears  that  no  sooner  was  the  intention  of  making  this  remittance  conimu- 
nicated  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington  than  he  took  active  measnres 
to  prevent  it,  by  sending  despatches  to  Mobile  forbidding  the  shipment.  They,  however, 
failed  to  arrive  before  the  departure  of  the  ^^  Vesuvius  "  with  the  specie,  whereupon  Consul 
Magee  was  dismissed  from  office  for  receiving  and  forwarding  it ;  and  the  vacancy  thus 
created  in  the  office  of  British  Consul  at  Mobile  was  filled  by  Lord  Lyons  by  the  issue 
of  a  commission  to  Mr.  Cridland,  and  his  departure  for  Mobile  under  the  circumstances 
already  explained. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JJ 


27 

These  facts  are  of  a  character  so  grave  as  to  have  attracted  the  earnest  attention  of 
the  President,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  the  conclusions  at  which  he  has  arrived, 
in  order  that  you  may  lose  no  time  in  laying  them  before  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in 
the  hope  that  a  renewed  examination  of  the  subject,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  serious 
complications  which  the  present  anomalous  relations  between  the  two  Governments  may 
involve,  will  induce  the  British  Cabinet  to  review  its  whole  policy  connected  with  those 
relations,  and  to  place  them  on  the  sole  footing  consistent  with  accomplished  facts,  that 
are  too  notorious  and  too  firmly  established  to  be  much  longer  ignored. 

By  the  principles  of  the  modem  public  code  debts  due  by  a  State  are  not  subject  to 
the  operation  of  the  laws  of  war,  and  are  considered  so  sacred  as  to  be  beyond  the 
reach  of  confiscation.  An  attempt  at  such  confiscation  would  be  reprobated  by  mankinds 
The  United  States  alone  in  modern  times  have  courted  such  reprobation,  and  just  detes- 
tation has  been  universally  expressed  of  their  confiscation  laws  passed  during  the  pending 
war.  The  Government  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  contrary,  has  at  all  times  manifested  its. 
abhorrence  of  such  breaches  of  public  faith,  and  in  the  Crimean  war  gave  to  the  world  a 
memorable  example  of  its  own  high  regard  for  public  honour  by  paying  over  to  its  enemy 
money  which  it  well  knew  would  be  immediately  employed  in  waging  hostilities  against 
itself.  The  States  of  this  Confederacy  are  emulous  of  examples  of  honour,  and  they 
accordingly  refrained  on  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  from  even  the  temporary  seques- 
tration of  the  dividends  of  their  public  debt  due  to  their  enemies.  It  was  not  until  they 
had  received  notice  of  the  confiscation  law  passed  by  the  United  States  on  the  6th  A  ugust, 
1861,  that  they  consented  to  the  temporary  sequestration  of  the  property  of  their 
enemies,  and  even  then  the  sequestration  was  declared  to  be  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
securing  a  fund  to  indemnify  the  sufferers  under  the  confiscation  law  of  the  United 
States. 

The  following  clause  of  our  law,  exempting  public  debts  from  its  operation,  is 
extracted  as  a  proof  of  the  sacred  regard  for  public  faith  manifested  by  these  States 
under  strong  temptation  to  retaliate,  and  under  all  the  exasperation  of  the  savage  warfare 
then  actually  waged  against  them :  "  Provided  further,  that  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
shall  not  extend  to  the  stocks  or  public  securities  of  the  Confederate  Government,  or  any 
of  the  States  of  this  Confederacy,  held  or  owned  by  any  alien  enemy,  or  to  any  debt,, 
obligation,  or  sum  due  from  the  Confederate  Government  or  any  of  the  States  to  such 
alien  enemy."     (Sequestration  Law  of  Confederate  States,  passed  30th  August,  1861.) 

Such  being  the  obligations  imposed  on  States  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  public 
debts  towards  even  their  enemies,  no  deeper  reproach  can  stain  their  name  than  the 
refusal  to  do  justice  to  neutral  creditors.  The  observance  of  public  plighted  faith 
concerns  mankind  at  large ;  in  it  all  nations  have  a  common  interest ;  and  the  belligerent 
who  perverts  the  weapons  of  legitimate  warfare  into  an  instrumentality  for  forcing  his 
enemy  to  dishonour  his  obligations  and  incur  the  reproach  of  being  faithless  to  his 
engagements  wages  a  piratical  and  not  an  honourable  warfare,  and  becomes  hostis  generis 
humani.  Public  honour  is  held  sacred  by  international  law  against  the  attack  of  the  most 
malevolent  foe,  and  as  susceptible  of  loss  only  by  the  recreancy  of  its  possessor. 

What  possible  lawful  interest  could  the  United  States  have  in  preventing  the  remit- 
tance of  the  specie  due  to  the  creditors  of  the  State  of  Alabama?  Blockades  are  allowed 
by  the  law  of  nations  as  a  means  of  enforcing  the  submission  of  an  enemy  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  commerce,  the  exhaustion  of  his  resources  and  consequent  forced  abandonment 
of  the  struggle.  The  remittance  of  the  specie  in  the  present  case,  far  from  retarding 
these  legitimate  objects,  tended  on  the  contrary  to  promote  them  by  the  diversion  of  the 
money  from  application  to  military  purposes.  The  United  States  could  not  have  desired 
that  the  specie  should  remain  within  the  Confederacy  save  with  one  of  two  motives  : — 
first,  to  dishonour  the  State  of  Alabama  by  giving  colour  to  the  reproach  that  it  was 
regardless  of  public  faith,  and  on  this  comment  has  already  been  made ;  or  secondly,  in 
the  hope  that  by  the  fortunes  of  war  the  money  would  come  within  the  reach  of  spoliation 
under  its  confiscation  law.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe  that  the  desire  to  enrich 
itself  by  plunder  at  the  expense  of  neutral  creditors  is  as  little  consonant  with  respect  for 
public  law  and  the  rights  of  neutrals  as  the  purpose  forcibly  to  prevent  the  State  of 
Alabama  from  redeeming  its  plighted  faith. 

Whatever  may  be  the  value  to  which  these  views  may  be  justly  entitled,  it  is  certain 
that  there  are  but  two  aspects  in  which  the  State  of  Alabama  can  be  regarded  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  Alabama  is  either  one  of  the  States  of  the  former  Union 
engaged  in  armed  rebellion  against  the  legitimate  authority  of  the  United  States,  or  is 
an  independent  State  and  a  member  of  this  Confederacy  engaged  in  lawful  war  against 
the  United  States.  An  examination  of  the  effect  of  either  of  these  relations  upon  the 
facts  connected  with  the  dismissal  of  Consul  Magee  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Cridland 
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will  now  be  presented  in  yindication  of  the  action  which  the  President  deems  it  his  dutr 
to  take  on  this  subject. 

1.  If  the  British  Government  think  proper  to  assume  (although  the  contrary  is 
deemed  by  this  Government  to  be  fiilly  established  by  convincing  reason  and  victorious 
arms)  that  the  State  of  Alabama  is  still  one  of  the  United  States,  then  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  is  bound  towards  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  to  all  other  neutral 
nations,  to  render  all  legitimate  aid  in  the  collection  of  their  just  claims  against  that 
State.  Although  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  its  Government  maybe 
without  power  to  enforce  the  payment  of  a  debt  due  to  foreign  subjects  or  Powers  by  an 
unwiDing  State,  none  can  doubt  its  duty  to  interpose  no  obstruction  to  the  payment  of 
such  debt;  and  no  more  legitimate  ground  of  complaint  could  be  afforded  to  Great 
Britain  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  than  an  opposition  made  by  that 
Government  to  the  payment  of  a  just  debt  due  by  Alabama  to  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain.  In  this  aspect  of  the  case,  therefore,  the  British  oflScials  of  Mobile  were  doing 
a  duty  which  ought  to  have  been  equally  acceptable  both  to  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  when  they  facilitated  the  transmission  of  funds  by  that  State  for  that  purpose  to 
England,  where  the  debt  was  made  payable,  and  merited  applause  rather  than  a  manifes- 
tation of  displeasure. 

2.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  State  of  Alabama  be  regarded  (as  in  right  and  fact  she 
really  is)  as  an  independent  State  engaged  in  war  against  the  United  States,  as  a  foreign 
enemy,  then  the  President  cannot  refrain  from  observing  that  the  action  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington  savoured  on  this  occasion  rather  of  unfriendly 
co-operation  with  an  enemy  than  of  just  observance  of  neutral  obligations.  For  in  this 
view  of  the  case,  a  Minister  accredited  to  the  Government  of  our  enemies  has  not  only 
assumed  the  exercise  of  authority  within  this  Confederacy,  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  its  Government,  but  has  done  so  under  circumstances  that  rather  aggravate 
than  palliate  the  offence  of  disregarding  its  sovereign  rights.  His  action  further  conyeys 
the  implication  that  this  Confederacy  is  subordinate  to  the  United  States,  and  that  his 
credentials,  addressed  to  the  Government  at  Washington,  justify  his  ignoring  the  existence 
of  this  Government,  and  his  regarding  these  States  as  an  appendage  of  the  country  to 
which  he  is  accredited.  Nor  will  Her  Majesty's  Government  fail  to  perceive  that,  in  so 
sense  can  it  be  considered  consonant  with  the  rights  of  this  Government,  or  with  neutral 
obligations,  that  a  public  Minister  should  be  maintained  near  the  Cabinet  of  our  enemiefl^ 
charged  both  with  the  duty  of  entertaining  amicable  relations  with  them,  and  mth  the 
power  of  controlling  the  conduct  of  British  oflScials  resident  with  us. 

Nor  will  the  application  of  the  foregoing  remarks  be  at  all  impaired  if  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  declining  to  determine  the  true  relation  of  the  State  of  Alabama  to  tiie 
United  States,  choose  to  consider  that  question  as  still  in  abeyance,  and  to  regard  tkt 
State  as  simply  a  belligerent  whose  ulterior  status  must  await  the  event  of  the  war.  In 
this  hypothesis,  the  objection  to  delegating  authority  over  British  officials  residing  with 
us»  to  a  Minister  charged  with  the  duty  of  rendering  himself  acceptable  to  our  enemies,  is 
stai  graver  than  would  exist  in  tiie  case  of  hostile  nations  equally  recognized  as  inde- 
pendent by  a  neutral  Power.  For  in  the  latter  case  the  parties  would  have  equal  abifity 
to  vindicate  their  rights  through  the  usual  channels  of  official  intercourse,  whereas  in  the 
former  the  belligerent  which  enjoys  exclusively  this  advantage  is  armed  by  the  neutral 
with  additional  power  to  inflict  injury  on  his  enemy. 

The  President  has,  in  the  facts  already  recited,  seen  renewed  reasons  for  adhering 
to  his  determination,  mentioned  in  my  preceding  despatch,  of  prohibiting  any  direct 
communication  between  Consuls  or  Consular  Agents  residing  within  the  Confederacy, 
and  the  functionaries  of  their  Governments  residing  amongst  our  enemies.  He  further 
indulges  the  hope  (which  Her  Majesty^s  Government  cannot  but  regard  as  reasonahle,  and 
which  he  is,  therefore,  confident  will  be  justified  by  its  action),  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  choose  some  other  mode  of  transmitting  its  orders  and  exercising  its  authority 
over  its  Agents  within  the  Confederacy,  than  by  delegating  to  functionaries  who  reside 
among  our  enemies  the  power  to  give  orders  or  instructions  to  those  who  reside  among 
us. 

Finally,  and  in  order  to  prevent  any  further  misunderstanding  in  Mr.  Cridland's  caae^ 
that  gentleman  has  been  informed  that  he  cannot  be  permitted  to  exercise  Consular 
functions  at  Mobile,  and  it  has  been  intimated  to  him  that  his  choice  of  some  other  State 
than  Alabama  for  his  residence  would  be  agreeable  to  this  Government.  This  intimation 
has  been  given  in  order  to  avoid  any  difficulty  which  might  result  from  the  doubtful 
position  of  Mr.  Cridland,  who  is  looked  on  here  as  a  private  individual,  and  who  in  Alabama 
represents  himself  as  '^  Acting  English  Consul.** 

The  President  is  confident  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  render  full  justice  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


29 

the  motives  by  which  these  measures  are  prompted,  and  will  perceive  in  them  a  manifes- 
tation of  the  earnest  desire  entertained  by  him  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  mifor- 
tunate  complications  having  a  tendency  to  impair  the  amity  which  it  is  equally  the  interest 
and  the  desire  of  this  Government  to  cherish  with  that  of  Great  Britain. 

The  President  wishes  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  be  placed  by  you  in  the  hands  of 
Earl  Eussell. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  P.  BENJAMIN. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Mason,  August  19,  1863. 
[See  **  North  America,  No.  14  (1864),'*  p.  31.] 

Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  Russell,  September  4,  1863. 
[See  ''North  America,  No.  14  (1864),"  p.  31.] 

Inclosure  2  in  No.  9. 

General  Orders  (No.  30.) 

War  Department,  Adjutant  and  Inspector- General's  Office, 
Richmond,  April  28,  1862. 
I.  The  following  Acts  having  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  were  duly  approved 
by  the  President,  and  are  now  published  for  the  information  of  the  Army ; — 

An  Act  to  Organize  Bands  of  Partisan  Rangers. 

Section  1.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact  that  the 
President  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  commission  such  officers  as  he  may  deem 
proper,  with  authority  to  form  bands  of  Partizan  Rangers,  in  companies,  battalions,  or 
regiments,  either  as  infantry  or  cavalry,  the  companies,  battalions,  or  regiments  to  be 
composed  each  of  such  numbers  as  the  President  may  approve. 

Sect.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  such  Partizan  Rangers,  after  being  regularly 
received  into  the  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  rations,  and  quarters  during 
their  term  of  service,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations,  as  other  soldiers. 

Sect.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  for  any  arms  aiid  munitions  of  war  captured  from 
the  enemy  by  any  body  of  Partizan  Rangers,  and  delivered  to  any  Quartermaster  at  such 
place  or  places  as  may  be  designated  by  a  Conmianding  General,  the  rangers  shall  be 
paid  their  full  value,  in  such  manner  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  prescribe.  [Approved 
April  21,  1862.] 

An  Act  tofuriher  Provide  for  the  PvhUc  Defence. 

In  view  of  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  keeping  in 
the  service  our  gallant  army,  and  of  placing  in  the  field  a  large  additional  force  to  meet 
the  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy  now  invading  our  soil :  Therefore, 

Section  1.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  that  the 
President  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  out  and  place  in  the  military  service  of 
the  Confederate  States,  for  three  years,  unless  the  war  shall  have  been  sooner  ended,  all 
wt^  men  who  are  residents  of  the  Confederate  States,  between  the  ages  of  18  and  36 
years  at  the  time  the  call  or  calls  may  be  made,  who  are  legally  exempted  from  military 
service.  All  of  the  persons  aforesaid  who  are  now  in  the  armies  of  the  Confederacv,  and 
whose  tarm  of  service  will  expire  before  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  be  continued  m  the 
setvice  for  three  years  from  the  date  of  their  original  enlistment,  unless  the  war  shall 
have  been  sooner  ended :  provided,  however,  that  all  such  companies,  squadrons,  battalions^ 
and  regiments,  whose  term  of  original  enlistment  was  for  twelve  months,  shall  have  the 
right,  within  forty  days,  on  a  day  to  be  fixed  by  the  commander  of  the  brigade,  to 
reorganize  said  companies,  battalions,  and  regiments,  by  electing  all  their  officers  which 
thfey  had  a  right  heretofore  to  elect,  who  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  President: 
provided,  further,  that  furioughs  not  exceeding  sixty  days,  with  transportation  home  and 
bAek,  i^ball  be  granted  to  all  tibose  retained  in  the  service  by  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
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beyond  the  period  of  their  original  eulisttnent,  and  who  have  not  heretofore  received 
furloughs  under  the  provisions  of  an  Act  entitled  '^  An  Act  providing  for  the  Granting  of 
Bounty  and  Furloughs  to  Privates  and  Non-commissioned  Officers  in  the  Provisional 
Army,"  approved  11th  December,  1861 ;  said  furloughs  to  be  granted  at  such  times  and 
in  such  numbers  as  the  Secretary  of  War  mav  deem  most  compatible  with  the  public 
interest :  and  provided  further  that,  in  lieu  of  a  nirlough,  the  commutation  value  in  money 
of  the  transportation  herein  above  granted,  shall  be  paid  to  each  private,  musician,  or 
non-commissioned  officer  who  may  elect  to  receive  it,  at  such  time  as  the  ftirlough  would 
otherwise  be  granted :  provided  further,  that  all  persons  under  the  age  of  18  years,  or 
over  the  age  of  36  years,  who  are  now  enrolled  in  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate 
States,  in  the  regiments,  squadrons,  battalions,  and  companies  hereafter  to  be  reorganized, 
shall  be  required  to  remain  in  their  respective  companies,  squadrons,  battalions,  and 
regiments  for  ninety  days,  unless  their  places  can  be  sooner  supplied  by  other  recruits  not 
now  in  the  service,  who  are  between  the  ages  of  18  and  35  years :  and  all  laws  and  parts 
of  laws  providing  for  the  re-enlistment  of  volunteers  and  the  organization  thereof  into 
companies,  squadrons,  battalions,  or  regiments,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Sect.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  such  companies,  squadrons,  battalions  or  regiments 
organized,  or  in  process  of  organization  by  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  may 
be  within  thirty  days  from  the  passage  of  this  Act,  so  far  completed  as  to  have  the  whole 
number  of  men  requisite  for  organization  actually  enrolled,  not  embracing  in  said  organi- 
zations any  persons  now  in  service,  shall  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States  as  part  of  the  land  forces  of  the  same :  to  be  received  in  that  arm  of  the  service 
in  which  they  are  authorized  to  organize  ;  and  shall  elect  their  company,  battalion .  and 
regimental  officers. 

Sect.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  for  the  enrolment  of  all  persons  comprehended 
within  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  who  are  not  already  in  service  in  the  armies  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President,  with  the  consent  of  the  Governors  of 
the  respective  States,  to  employ  State  officers ;  and  on  failure  to  obtain  such  consent^  he 
shall  employ  Confederate  officers,  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  such  enrolment  in 
accordance  with  rules  and  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  him. 

Sect.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  persons  enrolled  under  the  provisions  of  the 
preceding  section  shall  be  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  different  companies 
now  in  service,  until  each  company  is  filled  to  its  maximum  number,  and  the  persons  so 
enrolled  shall  be  assigned  to  companies  from  the  States  from  which  they  respectively 
come. 

Sect.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen  in  the  land 
forces  of  the  Confederate  States,  enrolled  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  may,  on 
application  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  be  transferred  from  the  land  forces  to  the  naval 
service. 

Sect.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  all  cases  where  a  State  may  not  have  in  the 
army  a  number  of  regiments,  battalions,  squadrons  or  companies  sufficient  to  absorb  the 
number  of  persons  subject  to  military  service  under  this  Act,  belonging  to  such  State, 
then  the  residue  or  excess  thereof  shall  be  kept  as  a  reserve,  under  such  regulations  as 
may  be  established  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  that  at  stated  periods  of  not  greater 
than  three  months,  details,  determined  by  lot,  shall  be  made  from  said  reserve,  so  that 
each  company  shall,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  be  kept  full :  provided,  that  the  persons  held 
in  reserve  may  remain  at  home  until  called  into  service  by  the  President :  provided  also, 
that  during  their  stay  at  home  they  shall  not  receive  pay :  provided  further,  that  the 
persons  comprehended  in  this  Act,  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War 
until  mustered  into  the  actual  service  of  the  Confederate  States ;  except  that  said  pereons 
when  enrolled  and  liable  to  duty,  if  they  shall  wilfully  refuse  to  obey  said  call,  each  of 
them  shall  be  held  to  be  a  deserter,  and  punished  as  such,  under  said  Articles  :  provided 
further,  that  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
service  may  require  it,  he  shall  be  authorized  to  call  into  actual  service  the  entire  reserve 
or  so  mulch  as  may  be  necessary,  not  previously  assigned  to  different  companies  in  service 
under  provision  of  section  4  of  this  Act.  Said  reserve  shall  be  organized  under  such 
rules  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  adopt :  provided,  the  company,  battalion  and  regi- 
mental officers  shall  be  elected  by  the  troops  composing  the  same :  provided,  the  troops 
raised  in  any  one  State  shall  not  be  combined  in  regimental,  battalion,  squadron  or 
company  organization  with  troops  raised  in  any  other  States. 

Sect.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  soldiers  now  serving  in  the  armv  or  mustered 
in  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  enrolled  in  said  service  under  the 
authorizations  heretofore  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  who  are  continued  in  the 
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service  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  who  have  not  received  the  botmty  of  50  dollars  allotred^by 
existing  laws,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  said  bounty. 

Sect.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  each  man  who  may  hereafter  be  mustered  into 
the  service,  and  who  shall  arm  himself  with  a  musket,  shot-gun,  rifle  or  carbine,  accepted 
as  an  efficient  weapon,  shall  be  paid  the  value  thereof,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  mustering 
officer,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  if  he  is 
willing  to  sell  the  same;  and  if  he  is  not,  then  he  shall  be  entitled  to  receeive  1 
dollar  a  month  for  the  use  of  said  received  and  approved  musket,  rifle,  shot-gun 
or  carbine. 

Sect  9.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  persons  not  liable  for  duty  may  be  received  as 
substitutes  for  those  who  are,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

Sect.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  vacancies  shall  be  filled  by  the  President 
from  the  company,  battalion,  squadron  or  regiment  in  which  such  vacancies  shall  occur, 
by  promotion  according  to  seniority,  except  in  cases  of  disability  or  other  incompe- 
tency: provided,  however,  that  the  President  may,  when  in  his  opinion  it  may  be 
proper,  fill  such  vacancy  or  vacancies  by  the  promotion  of  any  officer  or  officers, 
or  private  or  privates  from  such  company,  battalion,  squadron  or  regiment  who  shall 
have  been  distinguished  in  the  service  by  exhibition  of  valour  and  skill,  and  that 
whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  lowest  grade  of  the  commissioned  officers 
of  a  company,  said  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  election:  provided,  that  all  appoint- 
ments made  by  the  President  shall  be  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate, 

Sect.  11.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this  Act 
relating  to  the  election  of  officers,  shall  apply  to  those  regiments,  battalions,  and  squad- 
rons which  are  composed  of  twelve-months  and  war  companies  combined  upon  the 
same  organization,  without  regard  to*  the  manner  in  which  the  officers  thereof  were 
originaUy  appointed. 

Sect.  12.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  each  company  of  infantry  shall  consist  of  125, 
rank  and  file ;  each  company  of  field  artillery  of  160,  rank  and  file ;  and  each  of  cavalry, 
of  80,  rank  and  file. 

Sect.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  persons  subject  to  enrolment,  who  are  not 
now  in  the  service  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  permitted,  previous 
to  such  enrolment,  to  volunteer  in  companies  now  in  the  service.  [Approved  April 
16,  1862.] 

II. — Enrolment  and  Disposition  of  Recruits. 

1»  An  officer  not  below  the  rank  of  Major  will  be  detailed  for  each  State,  to  take 
charge  of  the  enrolment,  mustering,  in,  subsistence,  transportation  and  disposition  of  the 
recruits  raised  under  the  above  Act. 

2.  Application  will  be  made  immediately  to  the  Governors  of  the  several  States,  for 
permission  to  employ  State  officers  for  said  enrolment ;  and  in  case  such  permission  be 
not  granted,  officers  of  the  army  will  be  selected  by  the  Department  to  perform  that 
duty,  imder  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed.  Where  State  officers  are  employed, 
the  regulations  of  the  respective  States  in  regard  to  military  enrolment  will  be  observed 
as  £Etr  as  applicable. 

3.  The  enrolled  men  in  each  State  will  be  collected  in  camps  of  instruction,  by  the 
officers  in  conmiand  of  the  recruits,  the  said  camps  to  be  selected  with  reference  to 
health,  and  the  facilities  for  obtaining  subsistence  and  transportation.  The  number 
of  these  camps  shall  not  exceed  two  in  each  State,  without  authority  from  the  Depart- 
ment ;  and  to  each  will  be  allowed  a  Quartermaster  and  a  Commissary. 

4.  The  conmoiandant  of  the  camps  of  instruction  in  the  several  States  will  call  upon 
the  Generals  commanding  the  military  departments  in  which  their  camps  may  be  situated, 
for  competent  drill  officers  to  instruct  the  recruits,  and  will  prepare  them  for  the  field  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  They  will  cause  them  to  be  promptiy  vaccinated ;  and  in  ordering 
them  to  the  field,  wiU,  as  far  as  practicable,  prefer  those  who  have  passed  through  the 
usual  camp  diseases.  They  will  establish  hospitals  in  connection  with  their  camps, 
and  make  requisition  for  such  medical  attendance  and  stores  as  may  be  required. 

6.  The  commandants  of  regiments,  battalions,  squadrons  dnd  unattached  companies  in 
service  on  the  16th  instant,  will  send  copies  of  their  muster  rolls  to  the  commandant  of 
the  proper  camp  of  instruction  in  their  respective  States,  with  officers  to  take  charge  of 
such  recruits  as  may  be  furnished  to  said  corps,  The  said  commandants  vrill  apportion 
the  recruits  among  such  corps,  in  proportion  to  the  deficiency  of  each,  except  when  other- 
wise specially  directed  by  the  Department,  allotting  as  far  as  practicable  to  each  such 
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iCDi:pB  the  men  from  the  regions  df  coimtry  in  whieh  it  has  <heen  rused.  JSitj  wiU  from 
time  to  time  send  off  such  bodies  of  recruits  as  are  ready  for  the  fields  and  wUl  report  on 
the  first  Monday  of  every  month  to  the  Department,  the  number  of  recruits  in  camp, 
their  condition,  the  number  sent  off  during  the  month,  and  the  regiments  and  corps  to 
which  they  were  sent. 

6.  The  Commandants  of  regiments  and  corps  will  distribute  the  recruits  amoBg  their 
•etwal  companies ;  and  in  such  as  hare  qot  the  number  of  companies  allowed  by  law  to  a 
regiment,  the  said  Commandants  may  organize  the  required  number  of  new  companiefl^ 
after  first  filling  up  the  existing  companies  to  the  minimum  numbers  requiiBd^byiaw, 
that  is  to  say,  for  each  company  of  Infantry,  64  privates ;  of  Cavalry,  60  priyates;  of 
Artillery,  70  privates. 

7.  The  recruits  will  be  apportioned  among  the  several  arms  of  service,  accoidiiig  to 
their  respective  wants,  consulting  as  far  as  practicable  the  preference  of  the  men.  ^here 
a  greater  number  offer  for  a  particular  arm  than  can  be  assigned  to  it,  the  distribatioa 
wm  be  determined  by  lot ;  but  recruits  for  the  Cavalry  will  only  be  taken  from  those  vho 
furnish  their  own  horses. 

m. — Volunteers  for  Existing  Corps. 

8.  Persons  liable  to  military  service  under  the  above  Act,  not  in  service  on  the 
16th  of  Apnl«  and  wishing  to  volunteer  in  any  particular  company  of  the  Gonfi»deiate 
service  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  may  report  themselves  prior  to  tiieir  enrolment,  at  a 
camp  of  instruction  wiUiin  their  respective  States,  where  they  will  be  enrolled,  prc^ii^ 
for  the  field,  and  sent  to  the  said  company,  until  the  same  shdl  be  filled  up. 

9.  Kemiiting  oflBcers  may  be  detaUed,  with  the  jpermission  of  the  Qenenls  com- 
siaiicUng  military  Departments,  by  the  Commandants  of  regiments  and  corps,  and  sent  to 
their  respective  States  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  for  such  raiments  and  coifB^in 
conformity  with  recruiting  regulations  heretofore  adopted  (Qener^  Orders,  So.  6),  all 
volunteers  desiring  to  join  them.  Such  volunteers  may  be  assembled  at  the  ca^fs  of 
instruction  in  their  respective  States,  prepared  for  the  field,  and  sent  to  their  resp^ 

.  regiments  and  corps,  until  the  same  shall  be  filled  np ;  or,  if<  rea(fy  for  the  field,  majbe 
ordered  directly  to  their  corps  by  the  officers  so  recruiting  them. 

JY.^— Volunteer  Corps  heretofore  authorized. 

10.  Persons  liable  to  military  service  under  this  Act,  and  not  in  ser^ce  on  ^e  MQi 
day  of  April,  may,  until  the  17th  day  of  May  next,  volunteer  in  corps  heretofore  autiiorized 
to  be  raised  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  by  tihe  E^^ecutive  of  any  State,  as  part  of  tk 
quota  thereof,  in  pursuance  of  a  call  made  upon  such  State  by  the  President.  PersoDs 
authorized  to  raise  such  corps,  who  may  not  on  that  day  have  the  necessaty  number  of 
men  enrolled  and  mustered  into  service,  according  to  the  terms  of  their  autii(mfyy  will 
proceed  with  their  men  to  a  camp  of  instruction  in  their  respective  States^  and  will  ddiTer 
their  muster-rolls  to  the  Commandant  thereof. 

11.  The  Commandants  of  such  corps  as  are  completed  on  or  before  the  17thdi}(of 
May,  and  not  otherwise  ordered,  will  report  to  the  Commandants  of  ike  recruits  of  their 
respective  States,  and  with  their  corps  will  be  placed  by  him  in  a  camp  of  instructiontmid 
reported  immediately  to  the  Department.  Such  corps  wiU  be  under  the  ocanaAad  of  the 
Commandants  of  recruits  in  their  respective  States,  and  will  be  prepared  fqr  the  fidd^  in 
like  manner  with  the  recruits,  until  removed  from  the  camp.  Tliey  will  only  be  mored 
under  orders  from  the  Department,  from  the  Commanding  General  of  the  armj.or 
in  urgent  cases  from  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Military  Department  in  whieh  the 
camps  may  be  situated;  and  in  such  cases,  report  will  inmiediately  be  made  to  the 
Department  by  Hie  officer  in  command  of  the  camp. 

V. — Additional  Corps.     GueriUa  Service. 

12.  Under  the  prohibition  of  this  Act  against  the  organization .  of  new  cor^,  tio 
farther  authority  for  that  purpose  can  be  given,  except  that  specially  provided  for  in  the 
Act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  Act  to  organize  bands  of  Partizan  Rangers.''  Eor  to 
latter  purpose,  applications  must  be  made  through  the  Commanding  Gener^  of  the 
Military  Departments  in  which  the  said  corps  are  to  be  employed. 

VI. — Reorganvnaiion  of  7\pelve^Months  Corps. 

IS.  All  regiments,  battalions,  squadrons,  and  companies  of  twelve*»monihB  voltinteps 
will  reorganize  within  forty  days  from  the  16th  of  April,  by  electing  all  their  officers 
which  they  had  a  right  heretofore  to  elect,  and  on  such  days  as  the  Brigade  Commaodef 
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may  prescribe ;  and  the  said  Brigade  Commanders  are  hereby  ordered  to  fix  and  annomice 
the  day  for  such  reorganization  as  soon  as  practicable.  No  person  who  is  to  be  discharged 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  will  take  part  in  such  election. 

14.  Tlie  form  of  holding  and  certifying  the  elections  will  be  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  of  the  State  from  which  the  men,  or  the  major  part  thereof,  may  come ;  and  when 
the  election  of  field  officers  is  to  be  made  by  company  officers,  the  latter  will  be  first 
elected*  All  certificates  of  election  will  be  returned  to  *he  Adjutant-General's  office, 
and  the  officers  will  be  commissioned  by  the  President.  They  wiU,  however,  on  receiving 
a  copy  of  the  certificate  of  election,  immediately  enter  upon  duty.  Officers  not  re-elected 
will  be  relieved  from  duty,  and  the  Brigade  Commander  will  return  their  names  to  the 
Department. 

VII. — ^Corps  raised  for  Local  Defence. 

15.  Corps  raised  for  local  defence  will  ret*ain  their  organization  during  the  term  of 
such  enlistment,  unless  previously  disbanded  ;  but  members  of  such  corps  may  volunteer 
into  corps  for  general  service,  as  herein  above  provided. 

VIII. — Discharges. 

16.  When  any  company  now  in  service  for  twelve  months  shall,  before  the  16th  day 
of  July  next,  attain  the  maximum  numbers  prescribed  by  this  Act,  without  including  the 
men  under  18  and  over  36  years  of  ago,  all  such  men  may  be  discharged,  and  such  of 
them  as  remain  in  service  on  the  said  day  will,  upon  their  application,  be  then  discharged, 
whether  such  maximum  be  attained  or  not. 

IX. — Transfers. 

17.  The  right  to  change  company  or  corps  in  virtue  of  re-enlistment  ceases  to  exist 
by  the  repeal  of  all  laws  in  regard  to  re-enlistment ;  but  transfers  of  individuals  or  of 
companies  may  be  made,  as  heretofore,  within  the  discretion  of  the  Department,  on  appli- 
cations  approved  by  commanding  officers. 

X. — Substitutes. 

18.  When  any  person  liable  to  military  duty  under  this  Act,  but  not  yet  mustered 
into  service  in  any  company,  desires  to  ftumish  a  substitute,  he  shall  report  himself  with 
the  substitute  to  the  commandant  of  a  Camp  of  Instruction ;  and  if  the  substitute  be 
lawfully  exempt  from  military  duty,  and  on  examination  by  a  Surgeon  or  Assistant- 
Surgeon  be  pronounced  sound  and  in  all  respects  fit  for  military  service,  he  may  be 
accepted  and  enrolled ;  and  the  person  furnishing  such  substitute  may  be  discharged  by 
the  Commandant  of  the  Camp.  But  no  substitute  shall  be  entitled  to  transportation  or 
other  allowance  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  until  so  accepted  and  enrolled. 

XI. — Exemptions. 

19.  Persons  claiming  exemption  from  military  duty  under  this  Act  shall  be  required 
by  the  enrolling  officer  to  make  oath  that  they  are  lawfully  exempt,  and  shall  be  furnished 
by  him  with  a  certificate  of  such  exemption. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 

(Signed)  S.  COOPER,  Adjutant  and  Inspector-General. 

No.  10. 
Acting  Consul  Pullarton  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  November  27.) 

My  Lord,  Savannah,  October  17,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  copies  of  my  letters  to  Mr.  Benjamin  on  behalf  of 
British  subjects  forcibly  enlisted,  and  the  reply  of  that  gentleman  conveying  to  me  the 
President's  order  to  depart  promptly  from  the  Confederacy,  and  in  the  meantime  to  cease 
the  exercise  of  any  Consular  functions  within  its  limits. 

In  his  Proclamation  calling  for  volunteers  for  State  defence,  the  Governor  of  Georgia 
informed  the  people  that  the  force  so  raised  was  to  be  used  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
repelling  raids  or  incursions  by  the  Federalists  against  their  homes  and  property ;  that  it 
was  not  contemplated  to  interrupt  their  ordinary  avocations  unless  in  case  of  such  sudden 
emergency,  and  then  only  until  the  emergency  was  over,  and  that  in  no  case  would  they 
be  required  to  meet  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States. 

The  pressing  necessity  for  recruiting  armies  wasted  by  the  ravages  of  war,  the 
presence  of  a  large  Federal  army  upon  the  borders  of  the  State,  and  information  received 
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bymjself^led  me  to  suspect  that  just  so  soon  as  this  force  should  be  organized  and  trans* 
ferred  from  State  to  Confederate  control,  tremor  Brown's  promises  or  pledges  would  not 
be  fulfilled.  ^ 

Events  proved  the  correctness  of  my  anticipations.  From  all  the  upper  and  middle 
portions  of  tiie  State  these  troops  were  ordered  to  report  at  Atalanta^  the  head-quarters 
of  General  Bragg,  for  no  other  purpose  than  that  of  reinforcing  the  Confederate  army 
under  that  officer;  and  I  beg  your  Lordship  to  notice  that  Mr.  Benjamin  does  not  atten^t 
to  controvert  the  statement.  Accordingly,  when  Governor  Brown  refused  my  application, 
I  deemed  it  to  be  my  duty,  under  the  instructions  embodied  in  your  Lordship's  despatch 
of  the  11th  October,  1862,  and  in  those  of  Lord  Lyons  of  the  12th  November,  1861, 
and  14th  March,  1862,  to  give  British  subjects  the  advice  io  which  exception  has  been 
taken,  and  on  which  the  action  of  President  Davis  is  based.* 

*  Grcukar  addr€$i§i  iy  Lord  lAfWM  to  H§r  Ma§€it^i  Comuls  m  Southern  StaUt* 
Sir,  Woihingtony  Novernber  12,  1861. 

Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affdrt  has  under  his  consideration »  and  has  referred  to  the 
proper  Law  Advisers  of  the  Crown,  a  despatch  dated  the  81st  of  July  last  from  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Charleston, 
applying  for  instructions  with  regard  to  the  question  of  the  liahility  of  British  subjects  to  perform  military  serriee 
in  th»  country. 

with  reference  to  my  previous  instructions  to  you  on  this  subject,  t  have  to  state  to  you  that  the  qnestioa 
which  has  now  practically  arisen,  under  very  peculiar  circumstances,  is  one  not  admitting  of  a  saiisfaetory  solution 
by  being  left  to  the  determination  of  the  ordinary  municipal  laws  and  Courts  of  the  several  States,  as  mighi  be  the 
case  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

Whilst  Her  Majesty*s  Government  might  be  well  content  to  have  British  subjects  voluntarily  domiciled  in  a 
foreign  country,  liable  to  all  the  obligations  incident  to  such  foreign  domicile,  including^,  where  imposed  hj  the 
municipal  law  of  such  country,  service  in  the  militia  or  national  guard,  or  local  police,  for  the  maintenance  of 
intemaJ  peace  and  order,  or  even,  to  a  limited  extent,  for  the  defence  of  the  territory  from  foreign  invasion,  it  is 
not  reasonable  to  expect  that  Ifer  Majesty's  Government  should  in  the  present  state  of  things  in  this  conntij 
remain  entirely  passive  under  the  treatment  to  which  it  appears  British  subjects  are  actually  exposed  in  some  of 
the  States ;  such,  for  instance,  as  being  embodied  and  compelled  to  serve  in  regiments,  perhaps  nominaUy  of 
militia,  while  they  would  be  really  exposed  not  only  to  the  ordinary  accidents  and  chances  of  war,  but 
also  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  traitors  in  a  civil  war,  involving  many  questions  in  which  they,  as  aliens,  cannot, 
simply  by  reason  of  their  domicile,  be  supposed  to  take  interest,  as  to  which  th^y  may  be  tncoinpetent  to  form  an 
opinion,  and  in  the  determination  of  which  they  are  precluded  from  freedom  of  choice  and  action.  No  State  caa 
justly  frame  laws  to  compel  aliens  resident  wiUiin  its  territories  to  serve  against  their  will  in  armies  ranged  sgiinst 
each  other  in  a  civil  war,  and  a  fortiori^  in  the  absence  of  any  such  law,  they  cannot  enforce  the  service. 

I  was,  however,  able  to  state  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  that  in  no  case,  either  in  the  Northern  or  Sootbern 
States,  had  the  discharge  of  a  British  subject^  enlisted  against  his  will,  been  to  my  knowledge  refused  or  dekjed» 
on  proper  representations  being  made  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Consuls  or  by  myself;  and  Her  Majesty's  Gofem- 
ment  have  therefore  conclud^  that  the  desired  exemption  is  practically  conceded.  Should  this,  however,  not 
continue  to  be  the  case.  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  consider  whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  invite  those  fomgn 
Governments  which  are  interested  in  this  question  to  unite  with  them  in  such  representations  as  may  be  Hke^y  is 
secure  to  aliens  the  exemptions  which  would  be  now  so  highly  desirable. 

Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  assume  that  there  is  no  hope  of  securing  in  practice*  especially  in  South  Carolina, 
any  legal  decision  of  a  competent  Court  favourable  to  the  exemption  as  a  matter  of  right. 

I  am,  Sec. 
(Signed)  LYON& 

Lord  lAftmi  to  Comul  Mofyneus. 
Sir}  Wdfhington,  March  14,  1862. 

I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  27th  ultimo,  and  have  learned  frcm  it  with  great  regret  that  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  residing  in  the  State  of  Georgia  are  in  danger  of  being  pressed  into  the  military  service  of 
that  State,  or  of  the  so-called  Confederate  Government. 

The  view  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  respecting  the  compulsory  enlistment  of  British  subjects  in  military 
bodies  to  be  employed  in  the  existing  civil  war  were  communicated  to  you  in  my  despatch  of  the  12th  November 
last.  In  conformity  with  those  views,  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  bond 
fide  British  subjects  being  pressed  into  the  military  service.  I  authorize  you  to  remonstrate  in  case  of  need, 
not  only  with  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  but  with  the  de  facto  Government  at  Bichmond.  At 
the  same  time,  I  am  well  aware  that  the  lives  and  property  of  British  subjects  might  be  brought  into  serious 
and  immediate  danger  in  a  time  of  excitement  by  any  imprUdeUt  proceedings  on  your  part ;  I  therefore  leave 
it  to  your  discretion  to  decide  upon  the  particular  measures  to  be  taken  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  exemption 
of  our  fellow-subjects  from  compulsory  enlistment. 

I  must  beg  you  to  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  no  mention  of 
Her  Majesty's  Legation  at  Washington  be  made  in  communications  with  the  de  facto  authorities,  whether  of 
the  individual  States  or  of  the  general  Government  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States.  You  will  in  all  such 
communications,  whether  they  be  verbal  or  written,  carefully  avoid  mentioning  4ny  allusion  to  me  or  this 
Legation. 

I  forwarded  to  Earl  Russell  a  copy  of  your  despatch  of  the  27th  ultimo,  and  I  shall  also  send  his  Loidsh^ 
a  copy  of  this  answer  to  it. 

lam,  &e. 
(Siglied;        LYONS. 

Circular  addressed  to  Her  Mtyes^'s  Consuls  in  the  Confederal  Staies  of  North  America. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office^  October  11, 18<3. 

Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  have  had  their  gttenti(m  called  to  the  forcible  enlistment  of  British  subjects  in 
the  army  of  the  so^alled  Confederate  States. 
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Prom  the  inclosed  General  Order  of  General  Cobb  your  Lordship  will  observe  the 
purpose  of  the  Government  to  require  from  these  troops  a  service  diflferent  from  that 
which,  by  Governor  Brown^s  ProclamatioQ,  they  were  led  to  expect. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)         '  A.'  FULLARTOK. 


Inclosure  1  in  STo.  10. 
Acting  Consul  Fullarton  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 


Sir,  Savannah,  October  1,  1863, 

COMPLAINT  having  been  made  to  me  by  J.  C.  Peters,  a  British  subject  residing 
in  Columbus,  Georgia,  that  he  has  been  compelled  to  enter  military  service  under 
Governor  Brown's  order  for  a  draft  to  complete  the  number  of  8,000  men  required  from 
this  State  for  State  defence,  and  having  failed  to  secure  his  exemption  from  Governor 
Brown  while  the  force  was  under  his  command,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  apply  to  you  on 
his  behalf  now  that  I  observe  from  Major-General  Cobb's  General  Order  No.  7,  dated  at 
Atalanta  the  29th  of  September,  that  these  troops  have  been  turned  over  to  the  Confederate 
Government. 

Whilst  Her  Majesty's  Government  might  be  well  content  to  leave  British  subjects 
voluniarily  domiciled  in  a  foreign  country  liable  to  all  the  obligations  incident  to  such 
foreign  domicil,  including,  where  imposed  by  the  Municipal  law  of  such  country,  service 
in  the  Militia  or  National  Guard  or  local  police,  for  the  maintenance  of  internal  peace 
and  order,  or,  even  to  a  limited  extent,  ftnr  the  defence  of  the  territory  from  foreign 
invasion,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  should,  in  the 
present  state  of  things  in  this  country,  remain  entirely  passive  under  the  treatment  to 
which  British  subjects  are  exposed, — such,  for  instance,  as  being  compelled  to  serve  in 
regiments  nominally  of  Militia,  while  they  would  be  really  exposed,  not  only  to  the 
ordinary  accidents  and  chances  of  war,  but  also  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  traitors  in  a 
civil  war  involving  many  questions  in  which  they  as  aliens  cannot  simply,  by  reason  of 
this  domicil,  be  supposed  to  take  interest,  as  to  which  they  may  be  incompetent  to  form 
an  opinion,  and  in  the  determination  of  which  they  are  precluded  from  freedom  of  choice 
and  action.  No  State  can  justly  frame  laws  to  compel  aliens  resident  within  its  terri- 
tories to  serve  against  their  will  in  armies  ranged  against  each  other  in  civil  war,  and, 
^fortiori,  in  the  absence  of  such  laws  they  cannot  enforce  the  service. 

To  these  considerations  must  be  added  the  fact  that  the  persons  who  are  the  victims 
of  this  forced  enlistment  are  forbidden,  under  severe  penalties,  by  the  Queen's  Proclama- 
tion, to  take  any  part  in  the  civil  w^v  no^  T^gipgf  in  this  country^  and  that  thus  they  are 
made,  not  only  to  enter  a  military  service  contrary  to  their  own  wishes,  and  in  violation 

I  have  to  instruct  you  to  lose  no  time  in  remonstrating  stronglj  against  such  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities  of  those  States. 

British  subjects  domiciled  only  by  residence  in  the  so-called  Confederate  States  cannot  be  forcibly  enlisted  in 
the  military  service  of  those  States,  by  virtv^q  of  an  ex  postfif^^o  law,  when  no  municipal  law  existed  at  the  time 
of  the  establishment  of  their  domicil,  rendering  them  liable  td  suctt' service. 

It  may  be  competent  to  ^  State  in  which  a  domiciled  foreigner  may  reside  to  pass  such  an  ex  post  facto  law, 
if  at  the  same  time  option  is  offered  io  foreigners  affected  by  it  to  quit,  after  a  reasonable  period,  the  territory, 
if  they  object  to  serve  in  the  armies  of  the  State :  but  without  this  option  such  a  law  would  violate  the  principles 
of  international  law ;  and  even  with  such  ap  optiqn,  f^e  cpmity  hitherto  ob8ery«4  between  independent  States 
would  not  be  very  scrupulously  observed. 

The  plainest  notions  of  reason  and  justice  forbid  that  a  foreigner  admitted  to  reside  for  peaceful  and 
commercial  purposes  in  a  State  forming  a  part  of  a  Federal  union  should  be  iUddeiily,  and  without  warning, 
compelled  by  the  State  to  take  an  active  part  in  hostilities  ags^inst  other  States  which,  when  he  became  domiciled, 
were  members  of  one  and  the  same  Confederacy ;  which  State?,  moreover,  have  threatened  to  treat  as  rebels,  and 
not  as  prisoners  of  war,  all  who  may  fall  into  their  hands. 

To  these  considerations  must  be  added  the  fact  that  the  persons  who  have  been  the  victims  of  this  forced 
enlistment  are  forbidden  under  severe  penalties  by  the  Queen's  P^lamation  to  take  any  part  in  the  civil  war  now 
raging  in  America,  and  that  thus  they  are  made,  not  only  to  enter  a  military  service  contrary  to  their  own  wishes^  and 
in  violation  of  the  tacit  compact  under  which  they  took  up  their  original  doniicil,  but  also  to  disobey  the  order  ^of 
their  legitimate  Sovereign. 

You  will  urge  these  several  considerations  on  the  de  facto  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States,  adding 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  confidently  hope  and  expect  that  no  lurther  occasidn  for  remonstrance  willj^arise 
on  this  point. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Sgned)        RUSSELL. 
G  2 
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of  the  tacit  compact  under  which  they  took  np  their  original  domicile  but  also  to  disobey 
the  order  of  their  legitimate  Sovereign. 

I  have  always  understood  that  the  men  composing  this  force  for  State  defence  were 
only  expected  to  defend  their  homes  from  sudden  incursions  or  raids  from  the  Federal 
forces,  and  that  it  was  not  contemplated  to  take  them  from  their  homes,  or  to  interrupt 
their  ordinary  avocations,  unless  in  case  of  such  sudden  emergency.  But  it  appears 
that  they  are  ordered  into  camp  for  the  purpose  of  being  incorporated  with  and  made 
part  and  ]mrcel  of  General  Brag^^'s  army  now  confronting  the  Federal  forces  in  the  upper 
part  of  this  State.  Tou  must  admit  that  service  for  such  a  purpose  is  simply  conscription 
under  another  form. 

Under  my  instructions  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  advise  British  subjects  that, 
whilst  they  ought  to  acquiesce  in  the  service  required  so  lonji;  as  it  is  restricted  to  the 
maintenance  of  internal  peace  and  order,  whenever  they  shall  be  brought  into  actual 
conflict  with  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  whether  under  the  State  or  Confederate 
Government,  the  service  so  required  is  such  as  they  cannot  be  expected  to  perform. 

I  re^^pectfully  submit  that  Peters,  as  a  bond  Jide  British  subject,  is  entitled  to 
exemption  from  service,  and  beg  that  you  will  release  him  from  a  position  which  forces 
him  to  violatii  that  neutrality  insisted  on  in  Her  Majesty's  Proclamation. 

I  ma}'  mention  that  Peters  was  a  member  of  a  company  of  foreigners  tendered  to 
and  accepted  by  the  Mayor  of  Columbus  for  police  duty,  but,  when  drafted,  was  assigned 
to  a  company  from  that  city  commanded  by  Captain  Brooks. 

I  am,  &c.    

(Signed)  A.  FULLAETOU. 


Inclosure  2  in  ^o.  10. 
Acting  Consul  Fullarton  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 


Sir,  Savannah^  October  3,  1863. 

WITH  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  request  yon 
to  consider  the  representations  therein  on  behalf  of  J.  C.  Peters,  as  made  also  on  behalf 
of  the  following  British  subjects,  namely : — ^Alexander  Pratt,  Anthony  Cadman,  Michael 
Riley,  and  Henry  Stephenson,  of  Columbus,  and  William  Gray,  of  La  Grange,  Georgia. 

Yours,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  FULLARTON. 


Inclosure  3  in  ISo.  10. 

Mr.  Benjamin  to  Acting  Consul  FallartoUy  October  8,  1863. 

[See  Inclosure  2  in  No.  8.] 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  10. 

General  Orders  (No.  10). 

Head  Qmrters,  Georgia  State  Guard, 
Atalanta,  October  10,  1863. 

1.  THE  State  troops  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Howell  Cobb  will 
hereafter  be  known  and  designated  as  the  "  Georgia  State  Guard." 

2.  The  troops  not  yet  called  out  are  urged  to  complete  their  regimental  organiza- 
tions as  required  by  General  Orders  No.  7,  current  series,  from  these  head-quarters.  As 
soon  as  a  regiment  is  organized  the  fact  will  be  reported  to  these  head-quarters.  The 
field-officers  of  regiments  organized  prior  to  the  1st  November  next  will  be  elected  by 
the  men ;  after  that  date,  the  companies  not  attached  to  regiments  or  battalions  will  be 
organized  into  regiments  by  order,  and  the  field  officers  appointed  by  the  President  of 
the  Confederate  States.  In  cases  of  organized  battalions,  companies  will  be  added  io 
complete  the  regiment,  and  the  additional  field  officers  appointed  by  the  President. 

3.  The  commanding  General  desires  all  regiments,  as  soon  as  formed,  to  report  to 
these  head-quarters  whether  or  not  they  are  willing,  without  reference  to  territorial  limits, 
to  defend  their  State  wherever  assailed  or  threatened:     With  the  enemy  in  overwhelming 
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nmnbers  upon  our  borders^  and  just  driven  by  our  gallant  army  from  the  soil  of  our  own 
State,  he  feels  that  the  appeal  will  not  be  made  in  vain  to  Georgians  to  come  forward  and 
follow  the  patriotic  example  of  their  brethren  now  in  the  field,  who  have  declared  their 
willingness  to  waive  all  territorial  claims,  and  go  wherever  the  interest  and  safety  of  the 
State  require  them  to  go.  He  confidentiy  trusts  that  none  will  be  found  willing  to  swell 
the  ranks  of  the  ^'  solitary  exception  "  who  failed  to  respond  to  the  call  made  upon  those 
now  in  the  field. 

4.  Conscript  officers  claiming  persons  in  the  ranks  of  the  Georgia  State  Guard,  as 
liable  to  conscription,  will  present  their  claims  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment, 
battalion,  or  company  when  unattached,  whose  duty  it  is  to  examine  and  decide  the 
question  of  such  liability,  which  can  be  reviewed,  if  necessary,  at  these  head-quarters,  and 
finally  by  the  Department  at  Richmond.  Conscript  officers  can  reach  the  men  in  the 
ranks  oidy  through  their  commanding  officer.  Commissioned  officers  in  servipe  are  not 
subject  to  conscription. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Howell  Cobb, 
(Signed)  E.  J.  HALLETT,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant^General 

:so.  11. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  December  9.) 

My  Lord,  Washington^  November  20,  1863. 

I  EECEIVED  on  the  16th  instant  from  Mr.  Acting  Consul  Walker  a  copy  of 
his  despatch  to  your  Lordship  of  the  19th  ultimo,  inclosing  papers  which  had  been 
published  in  the  Southern  newspapers,  with  reference  to  the  expulsion  of  the  British 
Consular  Agents  from  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

Among  these  papers  I  found  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Mason,  dated  the 
11th  of  June  last,  which  I  read  for  the  first  time,  and  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Benjamin  to 
Mr.  SlideU,  dated  the  8th  ultimo^  of  which  I  had  before  seen  only  the  first  and  last 
paragraphs. 

Mr.  Benjamin  objects  very  strongly  to  the  British  Consuls  in  the  Southern  States 
being  under  the  orders  of  Her  Majesty's  Legation  at  Washington.  This  objection  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  by  any  means  unreasonable.  I  have  indeed,  as  your  Lordship  is 
aware,  long  been  of  opinion  that  the  connection  between  this  Legation  and  the  Consulates 
in  the  South  was  embarrassing  and  inconvenient,  with  regard  both  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  and  to  the  de  facto  Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

With  respect  to  the  particidars  of  Mr.  Cridland's  appointment  as  Acting  Consul  at 
Mobile,  Mr.  Benjamin's  information  is  not  quite  accurate.  Mr.  Cridland  was  appointed 
Acting  Consul  at  Mobile  in  pursuance  of  the  instruction  contained  in  your  Lordship's 
despateh  to  me  of  the  17th  February  last.*  He  never  held  any  commission  or 
letter  of  appointment  from  me.  I  communicated  your  Lordship's  instruction  to 
Mr.  Moore,  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Richmond ;  and  I  desired  him  to  address  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Cridland,  stating  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  been  pleased  to  direct  that  he 
should  temporarily  take  charge  of  Her  Majesty's  Consulate  at  Mobile.  I  added  a  special 
caution  to  Mr.  Moore  not  to  make  any  mention  in  the  letter  either  of  me  or  of  this 

*  Earl  Russell  to  Lard  Lyons* 
My  Lord,  Foreign  Office^  February  17,  1863. 

I  have  to  state  to  your  Lordship  that  if  you  have  any  difficulty  in  finding  on  the  spot  a  suitable  person  to  take 
over  the  Consulate  at  Mobile  from  Mr.  Magee^  I  should  think  no  better  arrangement  could  be  made  than  to  desire 
Mr.  Cridland  to  undertake  the  duty. 

Your  Lordship  will  be  best  able  to  judge  whether  the  presence  of  a  Consular  Agent  at  Mobile  is  consfantly 
required  for  the  protection  of  British  subjects,  or  whether  it  would  be  sufficient  for  Mr.  Cridland  only  to  visit  Mobile 
occasionally. 

In  either  case,  however,  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  Mr.  Consul  Moore  with  a  temporary  substitute  for 
Mr.  Cridland ;  and  further  bearing  in  mind  Mr.  Moore's  representations  as  to  the  impossibility  of  carrying  on  the 
business  at  Richmond  without  further  assistance,  I  have  to  instruct  your  Lordship  to  authorize  Mr.  Moore  to 
engage  such  temporary  assistance  as  he  may  satii^'y  you  is  really  necessary,  and  as  soon  as  I  hear  from  you  what 
expense  will  be  involved  in  so  doing  I  will  make  a  corresponding  augmentation  to  the  special  allowance  now 
granted  to  Mr.  Moore. 

If  Mr.  Cridland  should  be  obliged  to  reside  permanently  at  Mobile  ho  would  be  permitted  to  draw  the  same 
pay  and  allowances  as  have  been  g.nuted  to  Mr.  Ma^ee ;  otherwise  your  Lordship  will  award  to  him  such  an 
allowance  as  may  appear  reasonable  to  cover  his  expenditure  and  to  serve  as  remuiuratinn  For  the  performance  of 
bia  duties* 

I  am,  See. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL 
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Legation.  In  point  of  form,  therefore,  there  was,  I  presume,  nothing  to  object  to  in  the 
letter  of  appointment  held  by  Mr.  Cridland.  But  when  Mr.  Magee  was  dismissed,  your 
Lordship  instructed  me  to  make  provision  for  the  appointment  of  a  qualified  person  to 
carry  on  the  Consular  duties  at  Mobile,  and  in  execution  of  this  instruction  I  had 
requested  M.  Portz,  the  French  Consul,  to  take  charge  temporarily  of  the  British 
Consulate.  It  was  therefore  necessary,  when  Mr.  Cridland  was  appointed,  that  I  should 
write  to  ask  M.  Portz  to  transfer  the  Consulaie  to  him.  My  letter  to  M.  Portz  was  seen 
by  some  of  the  Confederate  authorities  at  Mobile.  It  was  specially  addressed  to 
M.  Portz,  and  it  expressly  stated  that  it  was  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  that 
Mr.  Cridland  was  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  Consulate  at  Mobile ;  but  it  appears  to 
have  been  represented  to  Mr.  Benjamin  as  a  letter  of  appointment  from  me  to  Mr.  Crid- 
land. But  however  this  may  be,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  unnatural  or  unreasonable 
that  the  Confederate  authorities  should  view  with  displeasure  even  the  merely  formal 
intervention  of  this  Legation  in  the  appointment  of  Consular  officers  in  the  Confederate 
territory. 

Mr.  Benjamin's  complaint  concerning  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Magee  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  is  less  reasonable.  Mr.  Magee  was  dismissed  for  assisting  persons  in  the 
Confederate  States  to  export  specie  from  a  blockaded  port,  and  this  was  an  act  manifestly 
inconsistent  with  his  duty  as  the  officer  of  a  neutral  Sovereign,  and  a  flagrant  violation 
of  the  Queen's  Proclamation.  It  is  not,  however,  surprising  that  my  endeavours  to 
prevent  Mr.  Magee's  committing  this  breach  of  blockade  should  have  increased  the 
displeasure  with  which  the  Confederates  viewed  the  connection  between  this  Legation 
and  the  Southern  Consulates.  Mr.  Benjamin's  dissertation  on  the  duty  of  paying  debts 
may,  indeed,  be  passed  over,  as  entirely  beside  the  question.  I  was  of  course  as  desirous 
as  any  one  could  be  that  money  due  to  British  subjects  should  be  remitted  to  them ;  and 
I  have  ever  been  most  anxious  to  diminish  in  every  possible  way,  not  inconsistent  with 
positive  duty,  all  the  hardships  inflicted  on  my  countrymen  by  the  blockade.  But  to 
export  specie  from  Mobile  was  a  manifest  breach  of  the  blockade  of  that  port,  and  to 
send  it  through  the  blockading  squadron  in  a  British  man-of-war  was  a  direct  violation  of 
the  understanding  with  the  United  States'  Government  in  virtue  of  which  Her  Majesty's 
ships  communicated  with  the  blockaded  ports.  So  long  therefore  as  Her  Majesty's 
Consuls  in  the  South  were  under  my  orders,  it  was  undoubtedly  my  duty  to  prevent  their 
being  concerned  in  any  such  proceeding.  It  so  happened  that  the  Confederate  authorities 
were,  at  the  time,  particularly  anxious  to  find  the  means  of  exporting  specie,  in  order  to 
pay  for  munitions  of  war  procured  in  Europe ;  and  it  appeared  afterwards  that  they  had 
hoped  that  the  British  Government  would  allow  Her  Majesty's  ships  to  be  employed  to 
carry  through  tiie  blockading  squadron  specie  sent  in  payment  of  purchases  of  this 
description  made  in  Great  Britain.  It  was  natural  therefore  that  my  attempt  to  prevent 
the  breach  of  blockade  at  Mobile,  and  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Magee  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  for  being  concerned  in  it,  should  be  regarded  with  displeasure  by  tiie 
Confederates,  It  was  of  course  equally  my  duty  to  hinder  the  British  Agents  under  my 
orders  from  committing  breaches  of  blockade,  whatever  might  be  the  article  to  be 
exported,  and  whatever  reasons  the  belligerent  whose  ports  were  blockaded  might  have 
for  desiring  the  exportation  of  it.  But  it  is  not  surprising  that  this  afiair  should  have 
increased  the  susceptibility  of  the  Confederates  with  regard  to  the  connexion  between 
this  Legation  and  the  Southern  Consulates. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


No.  12. 

Acting  Consul  Fullarton  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  February  1,  1864.) 

My  Lord,  Savannah,  October  23,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  my  reply  to  Mr.  Benjamin's 
despatch  to  me  of  the  8th  instant,  conveying  the  President's  order  to  depart  promptly 
from  the  Confederacy,  and  in  the  meantime  to  cease  the  exercise  of  Consular  functions. 

Mr.  Benjamin  has  thought  proper  to  publish  his  despatch  to  me  in  the  Richmond 
newspapers. 

Having  had  committed  to  my  charge  the  interests  of  several  parties  absent  in 
Europe,  which  my  departure  would  seriously  injure,  I  have  requested  Mr,  Benjamin  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


39 

rescind   that   portion    of  the    order    requiring   me    actually  to  withdraw  from    the 
Confederacy. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)         '  A.'  FULLAETON. 


Inclosure  in  No.  12. 
Acting  Consul  Fullarton  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 

Sir,  Savannahy  October  22,  1863. 

I  Have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  14th  instant,  of  your 
despatch  to  me  of  the  8th,  communicating  to  me  the  President's  order  that  I  should 
promptly  depart  from  the  Confederacy,  and  in  the  meantime  cease  to  exercise  any 
Consular  functions  within  its  limits. 

Your  despatch  conveys  to  me  the  reasons  which  have  induced  this  action.  These 
reasons  have  no  existence  in  fact,  and  I  should  content  myself  with  a  simple  denial  of  the 
chai-ges  you  make  were  it  not  that  you  found  them  upon  language  used  by  me  which  I 
should  have  supposed  could  not  fairly  be  misconstrued ;  but  as  it  has  been  so  strangely 
misinterpreted,  and  such  serious  and  Tmay  say  unheard  of  charges  have  been  preferred 
by  you  against  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  against  all  Her  Majesty's  Consuls  in  the 
Confederacy,  it  seems  to  be  due  to  them  at  least  that  1  should  endeavour  to  disabuse 
your  mind. 

In  the  first  place  I  will  observe  that  your  accusations  are  made  against  Her  Majesty's 
Consular  servants  in  the  plural  number.  Mr.  Cridland,  of  Mobile,  has  not  exercised  any 
of  the  functions  of  his  office ;  therefore  Mr.  Walker,  Her  Majesty's  Acting  Consul  in 
Charleston,  and  myself,  are  the  only  officers  to  whom  your  charges  can  refer.  Mr.  Walker 
will  doubtless  deal  with  the  matter  in  his  own  way,  and  I  propose  to  defend  myself 
only. 

That  you  may  be  under  no  mistake  as  to  what  my  instructions  in  reference  to  the 
service  of  British  subjects  in  the  armies  of  the  Confederacy  or  any  of  the  Confederate 
States  really  are,  I  will  here  repeat  them,  viz. : — "  That  the  plainest  notions  of  reason 
and  justice  forbid  that  a  foreigner  admitted  to  reside  for  peaceful  and  commercial 
purposes  in  a  State  forming  a  part  of  a  Federal  Union  should  be  suddenly  and  without 
warning  compelled  by  the  State  to  take  an  active  part  in  hostilities  against  other  States 
which,  when  he  became  domiciled,  were  members  of  one  and  the  same  Confederacy." 

Therefore,  both  in  contemplation  of  the  organi;zation  of  the  militia  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  in  anticipation  of  a  State  draft  from  that  organization  for  purposes  incon- 
sistent with  that  instruction,  it  was  my  duty  to  advise  such  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  as 
might  be  enrolled  for  militia  service  and  subjected  to  such  draft,  in  the  language  you 
have  first  quoted ;  and  unless  you  possess  the  information  that  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects 
in  the  State  of  Georgia  have  enlisted  in  Confederate  service,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand how  you  can  regard  this  as  an  assumption  on  my  part  of  "the  power  of  determining 
whether  enlisted  soldiers  of  the  Confederacy  are  properly  bound  to  its  service." 

The  second  quotation  of  my  language  is  as  easily  explained.  Militia  service  is 
peculiarly  an  organization  for  neighbourhood  defence,  and  if  a  British  subject,  being  a 
militia-man,  is  called  from  his  neighbourhood,  which  is  properly  defined  by  the  word 
home,  or  involuntarily  drafted  into  service  for  which  he  is  not  liable,  I  have  done  no 
wrong  in  directing  him  to  refuse  the  required  service  by  rejecting  the  arms  that  may  be 
thrust  upon  him ;  and  it  is  this  advice  to  British  subjects,  not  enlisted,  but  willing  to 
perform  all  that  the  laws  of  the  State  can  justly  require  of  them,  that  you  have  been 
pleased  to  magnify  into  advice  "  to  soldiers  of  the  Confederate  armies  to  throw  down 
their  arms  in  the  face  of  the  enemy."  It  seems  to  me  impossible  to  read  the  language 
you  have  quoted  without  perceiving  that  it  has  no  application  at  all  to  the  enlisted 
Confederate  soldier,  unless,  as  I  said  before,  you  assume  that  all  British  subjects  have 
enlisted  in  Confederate  service,  and  I  should  imagine  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  tell 
you  that  the  fact  of  enlistment  deprives  the  soldier  of  all  protection,  as  of  right,  from  the 
consequences  of  his  enlistment. 

Having  thus  shown  how  extravagant  is  the  construction  you  have  placed  upon  my 
language,  I  have  only  to  deny  the  correctness  of  every  conclusion  you  have  drawn  and 
every  assertion  you  have  made.  I  have  not  failed  to  forward  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment a  copy  of  your  despatch,  and  I  shall  inform  them  of  the  publication  and  circulation 
you  have  thought  proper  to  give  to  it. 

I  auL  &c* 
(Signed)  A.  FDLL^TON. 
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NORTH   AMERICA. 

No.  14.    (1864.) 


CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH 


MR.    MASON, 


COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  SO-STYLED 
CONFEDERATE    STATES    OF    AMERICA. 


(In  continuation  of  Papers  presented  to  Parliament  in 

March  1863.) 


Presented  to  the  House  of  Lords  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty,  in  pursuance  of  their 

Address  dated  April  5,  1864. 


LONDON: 
rSIMTED   BT   HARRISON    AND   «0N«. 
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RETUBN.to  the  Second  Paragnqdi  of  so  Address  of  tbe  House  of  Xords»  dated.  April *S^  1864  ;. 

'^  Copies  or  Extracts  of  any  Correspondence  that  may  have  taken  place  between 
Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the  Government  of  the  so-styled  Confederatotr. 
States  of  North  America,  relating'  to  the  Removal  of  British  Consuls  from  those 
States,  or  the  Cessation  of  the  Functions  of  the  Consuls,  or  any  of  them, 
therein ;  and  of  the  Correspondence  with  the  Consuls  thereupon : 

^' Also,  Copies  or  Extracts  of  all  Correspondence  with  any  Agents  of  the  so-styJtedi^ 
Confederate  Government  in  this  Country  up  to  this  Date,  in  continuance  of  thai' 
already  before  the  House." 


ITo.  1. 

Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  March  2.) 

24,  Upper  Seymour  Street^  Portman  Square, 
My  Lord,  London,  March  2,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship,  as  Her  Majesty^ 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  bearing  date  December  10,  1862,  which  was 
received  by  me  on  the  25th  of  February  ultimo. 

I  do  this,  as  your  Lordship  will  perceive,  pursuant  to  instructions  at  the  close  of  the 
despatch,  directing  me  to  furnish  a  copy  to  your  Lordship  at  the  earliest  moment. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  letter  of 
the  19th  of  February  ultimo,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  1 6th,  respecting  the  blockade  of  the 
ports  of  Galveston  and  Charleston ;  and  also  of  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  27th  of 
February,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  18th  of  that  month. 

The  contents  of  both  shall  be  communicated,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  Richmond. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  M.  MASON. 


Inclosure  in  No.  L 
Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Mason. 


Sir,  Department  ofState^  Richmond,  December  11,  1862. 

THE  recently  published  correspondence  between  the  Cabinets  of  France,  Great  Britain, 
and  Russia,  indicates  that  the  period  is  fast  approaching  when  the  dictates  of  reason,, 
justice,  and  humanity  will  be  respected,  and  our  undoubted  right  to  recognition  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation  be  acknowledged.  This  recognition  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,,  be 
followed  by  a  speedy  peace. 

The  consideration  of  the  effects  which  will  be  produced  by  this  event,  on  the  commer-- 
cial  relations  of  the  Confederacy,  evokes  deep  solicitude,  and  it  becomes  my  duty  to 
communicate  to  you  the  instructions  of  your  Government  on  this  important  subject. 

It  is  necessary  to  keep  in  view  the  very  exceptional  condition  in  which  the  present 
war  has  placed  the  Confederate  States,  in  order  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  probable 
results  of  the  renewal  of  peaceful  relations  between  the  belligerents. 

The  almost  total  cessation  of  external  commerce  for  the  last  two  years  has  produced 
the  complete  exhaustion  of  the  supply  of  all  articles  of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture, 
and  it  is  but  a  moderate  computation  to  estimate  the  imports  into  the  Confederacy  at 
300,000,000  dollars  for  the  first  Fix  months  which  will  ensue  after  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 
The  articles  which  will  meet  with  most  ready  sale  (and  in  enormous  quantities),  as  soon  as 
our  country  is  open  to  commerce,  are  textile  fabrics,  whether  of  wool,  cotton,  or  flax ; 
iron  and  steel,  and  articles  manufactured  therefrom  in  all  their  varieties ;  leather  and 
manufactures  of  leather,  such  as  shoes,  boots,  saddlery,  harness,  &c. ;  clothing  of  all  kind? ; 
glass ;  crockery ;  the  products  of  the  vine,  whether  wines,  brandies,  or  liqueurs ;  silk  and 
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all  fabrics  of  silk ;  hats,  caps,  &c. ;  the  large  dass  of  commodities  known  as  ''  articles  de 
P^uris ;"  the  '^  comestibles  '*  of  France,  including  not  only  preserved  meats,  game,  and  fish, 
but  fruits,  v^etables,  confectionery,  and  sweetmeats ;  sidt ;  drugs ;  chemicaJs  ;  stationery ; 
manufactures  of  brass,  lead,  pewter,  tin  ;  together  with  an  innumerable  variety  of  other 
articles  of  less  importance. 

In  exchange  for  these  importations,  we  have  to  offer  the  cotton,  tobacco,  and  naval 
stores  accumulated  in  the  Confederacy.  They  are  of  much  larger  value,  even  at  half  their 
present  |)rices,  than  the  amount  of  importations  estimated  as  above  for  the  first  six 
months ;  indeed,  I  feel  confident  that  at  one-third  the  present  European  prices  for  our 
staples,  we  have  exchangeable  value  for  the  whole  SOO.OOO^OOO  dollars  in  these  three 
enumerated  articles,  independently  of  rice,  ship  timber,  and  other  productions  of  the  field 
and  forest.  It  must,  however,  be  admitted  as  not  improbable,  that  a  considerable  quantity 
of  these  accumulated  products  may  be  destroyed  by  us,  in  order  to  avoid  their  seizure  by 
the  enemy,  in  such  portions  of  the  country  as  may  become  readily  accessible  to  their  gun- 
boats, during  the  approaching  season  of  high  water.  This  necessity  is  imposed  on  us,  as 
you  are  aware,  by  the  fact  that  the  troops  of  the  United  States  pay  no  respect  to  private 
property,  even  of  neutrals  or  non-combatants,  but  appropriate  to  themselves  every  article 
of  moveable  property  that  tbey  can  reach  in  any  part  of  the  country. 

Notwithstanding  the  exasperation  of  feeling  against  the  United  States  now  prevalent 
in  the  Confederacy,  no  statesman  can  fitil  to  perceive  that  on  the  restoration  of  peace  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  present  belligerents  must  necessarily  be  placed  on  such 
a  basis  as  to  accord  to  each  other  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  are  accorded  to 
fiiendly  nations  in  general.  It  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed,  that  a  Treaty  of  Peace  could  be 
concluded  that  should  leave  it  optional  to  either  party  to  wage  a  war  of  hostile  tariffs,  or 
special  restrictions  against  the  other;  nor  would  such  a  state  of  things  be  desirable,  if 
possible^  for  it  would  be  manifestly  incompatible  with  the  maintenance  of  permanent 
peaceful  relations.  It  must  be  conceded,  therefore,  that  the  final  cessation  of  hostilities 
will  open  to  the  United  States  access  to  the  markets  of  the  Confederacy,  as  fi^e  as  that 
which  may  be  conceded  to  European  nations  in  general. 

In  view  of  this  condition  of  affairs,  it  is  not  difficult  to  predict  the  probable  results  on 
the  commerce  of  the  Confederacy,  which  will  immediately  be  developed  unless  prevented 
by  some  counteracting  influence : — 

1.  The  first  consequence  to  be  anticipated  is  that  our  land  will  be  pervaded  by  agents 
of  the  Northern  merchants,  who  will  monopolize  those  products  of  the  South  fi*om  wUdi 
Europe  has  been  so  long  debarred,  and  which  are  so  needful  to  its  prosperity.     The  cottcm, 
tobacco,  and  naval  stores  of  the  South  will  become  at  once  the  prize  of  Northern  cupidity, 
and  will  only  reach  Europe  after  having  paid  heavy  profits  to  these  forestallers. 

Nor  will  the  amount  of  the  profits  exacted  be  the  only  loss  entailed  on  Europe.  The 
purchase  of  the  raw  material  at  lower  cost  would  give  to  the  manufacturers  of  New 
England  an  advantage  over  their  European  rivals  much  more  important  than  the  mere 
original  excess  of  outlay  to  which  the  latter  would  be  subjected. 

2.  Such  are  the  necessities  of  our  people,  and  so  eager  will  be  their  desire  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  first  opportunity  for  procuring  commodities  which  they  have  cheerfully 
forgone  as  long  as  privation  was  the  price  of  liberty,  that  it  will  be  nearly  impossible  to 
prevent  the  enormous  demand  for  necessary  supplies  from  being  satisfied  almost  exclusively 
by  the  North,  which  will  avail  itself  of  its  close  proximity  to  preoccupy  so  inviting  a  field 
of  richly  remunerative  conunerce. 

3.  The  current  of  trade  will  thus,  at  the  very  outset  of  our  career,  continue  to  flow  in 
its  ancient  channels,  which  will  ever  be  deepened ;  and  our  commerce  with  Europe,  instead 
of  becoming  direct,  to  mutual  advantage,  as  we  have  for  years  desired,  will  remain  tributary 
to  an  intermediary.  The  difficulty  of  diverting  trade  from  an  established  channel  has 
become  proverbial,  and  in  our  case  the  difficulty  would  be  enhanced  by  the  causes  just 
indicated. 

These  contingencies  cannot  be  contemplated  without  deep  concern.  During  the 
whole  period  of  the  existence  of  the  Southern  States,  their  pmrsuits  have  been  almost 
exclusively  agricultural :  they  possess  scarcely  the  semblance  of  a  commercial  marine,  nor 
can  they  hope  to  acquire  one  sufficient  for  the  exchange  of  their  products,  till  afler  the 
lapse  of  a  number  of  years ;  and  a  still  longer  period  must  intervene  before  they  can  expect 
to  provide  by  their  own  manufacture  a  supply  of  many  articles  of  necessary  consumption. 
In  addition  to  the  difficulties  necessarily  inherent,  under  any  circumstances,  in  the  task  of 
creating  the  navigation  and  the  manufactures  required  for  a  population  of  over  ten  millions 
of  people,  there  exist,  in  the  South,  obstacles  resulting  from  the  education,  habits,  tastes, 
and  interests  of  its  citizens.  For  generations  they  have  been  educated  to  prefer  agricultural 
to  other  pursuits,  and  this  preference  owes  its  origin  to  the  fertility  of  theur  soil  and  the 
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genial  influences  of  their  climate,  which  render  those  pursuits  not  only  more  attractive  to 
their  tastes,  but  more  lucrative  than  those  of  the  manufacturer  or  the  seaman.  It  is  certain, 
therefore,  that  for  many  years  the  carrying  trade  of  the  Confederacy,  both*  foreign  and 
coast- wise,  will  be  conducted,  and  its  supplies  of  manufactured  articles  will  be  furnished, 
by  foreign  countries,  in  exchange  for  the  products  of  its  soil. 

It  is  the  most  earnest  desire  of  this  Government  and  people,  that  a  commerce  go  large 
and  profitable  as  that  which  they  tender  to  mankind,  shall  not  be  monopolised  by  the 
United  States,  and  that  a  direct  trade  with  Europe  shall  furnish  to  us  all  articles  the 'growth 
or  manufacture  of  that  continent.  They  are  well  aware,  that  from  proximity  the  Northern 
States  possess  a  natural  advantage  over  any  European  rival  for  much  of  our  trade ;  but 
the  value  of  their  political  independence  would,  in  their  estimation,  be  greatly  impaired  if 
the  result  of  the  war  should  leave  them  in  commercial  dependence,  by  giving  to  those 
States  the  additional  enormous  advantage  arising  out  of  the  present  exceptional  condition 
of  the  South.  Unless  some  preventive  measures  be  adopted,  the  exchanges  of  the  South 
for  staples  accumulated  during  the  two  years  of  the  war  will  be  practically  effected  during 
the  first  two  months  of  peace,  and  will  enure  to  the  almost  exclusive  benefit  of  that  Power 
whose  wicked  aggressions  have  already  entailed  so  much  misery  and  distress,  not  only  on 
ourselves,  but  on  the  rest  of  the  civilized  world. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  refrain  from  the  reflection,  that  consequences  so  hostile  to 
the  interests  of  Europe,  as  well  as  our  own,  have  been  produced  by  a  policy,  on  the  part 
of  certain  European  Powers,  in  disregard  of  the  plainest  dictates  of  international  law,  as 
weU  as  of  implied  promises  to  ourselves.  If  Europe  had  asserted  its  unquestioned  right  to 
resist  a  predatory  cruise  carried  on  against  its  commerce  on  3,000  miles  of  our  coast  by  the 
ships  of  the  United  States,  under  pretext  of  a  blockade  of  our  ports,  we  should  not  now  be 
engaged  in  an  effort  to  avert  the  disastrous  effects  to  European  interests  which  must  be 
anticipated  from  the  causes  above  pointed  out.  Our  markets  would  not  now  be  denuded  of 
all  supplies  of  European  commodities,  and,  on  the  restoration  of  peace,  the  North  would 
possess,  in  the  competition  for  oUr  commerce,  none  of  the  abnormal  advantages  which 
we  now  seek  to  neutraUse.  It  is  far  from  our  purpose,  in  the  expression  of  this  view,  to 
indulge  in  vain  recrimination,  but  the  suggestion  is  made  in  the  hope  that  neutral  nations 
will  be  induced,  not  only  by  a  regard  to  their  own  interests,  but  by  the  higher  obligations 
of  justice  and  duty,  to  co-operate  in  the  endeavour  to  obviate  any  further  ill  effects  of 
a  policy  which  experience  now  justifies  us  in  pronouncing  to  have  been  at  least  unwise. 

What  are  the  practical  measures  which  can  be  devised  for  this  purpose  ?  What  can  be 
done  to  prevent  consequences  which  w^  frankly  avow  would  be  considered  by  us  as  a 
national  calamity,  as  well  as  a  source  of  deep  mortification  ?  The  difficulties  are  great, 
but  not,  perhaps,  insurmountable,  especially  if  you  can  succeed  in  eliciting  the  soUcitude 
of  the  Court  to  which  you  are  accredited,  and  awakening  it  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
interests  of  neutral  nations  involved  in  the  subject.  It  is  one  which  our  position  has  forced 
upon  our  attention,  and  which  it  is  not  unnatural  to  suppose  has  been  considered  by  us 
with  more  care  than  by  those  less  intimately  conversant  with  the  state  of  our  affairs  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Without,  therefore,  restricting  you  as  to  the  adoption  of  any 
other  measures  that  may  be  proposed,  or  may  occur  to  your  mind,  you  are  instructed  to 
urge  the  different  points  which  I  now  proceed  to  suggest : — 

1.  In  order  to  prevent  the  monopoly  by  the  Northern  States  of  the  accumulated 
staples  now  held  by  our  people,  no  measure  seems  less  objectionable,  nor  more  appropriate, 
than  to  encourage  the  merchants  of  neutral  nations  to  purchase  in  advance  these  products, 
and  to  leave  them  here  in  depot  till  the  ports  are  opened.  This  course  would  already 
have  been  adopted  to  a  very  considerable  extent  (as  1  am  aware  from  numerous  appUca- 
tions  made  to  this  Department),  if  the  staples  thus  purchased  could  be  guaranteed  against 
destruction  by  the  respective  beUigerents.  The  remedy  for  this  seems  to  be  very  simple, 
and  entirely  within  the  reach  of  neutral  Powers,  but  they  have  hitherto,  for  reasons 
doubtless  satisfactory  to  themselves,  but  which  we  are  unable  to  conjecture,  declined  to 
adopt  it. 

The  case  stands  thus.  In  the  language  of  Mr.  PhiUimore,  "there  is  no  more 
unquestionable  proposition  of  international  law,  than  the  proposition  that  neuti*al  States 
are  entitled  to  carry  on,  upon  their  own  account,  a  trade  with  a  belligerent."  The  United 
States,  however,  do  not  concern  themselves  with  unquestionable  propositions  of  interna- 
tional law,  nor  have  they  even  affected,  during  the  present  war,  to  refi*ain  from  any  exercise 
of  power  against  neutrals  which  seemed  to  offer  the  slightest  momentary  advantage. 
General  Butler  still  continues  to  imprison  and  rob  indiscriminately  foreign  merchants  and 
native  citizens  of  New  Orleans :  and  in  no  place  where  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
penetrate,  is  there  a  moment's  hesitation  in  appropriating  any  neutral  property  to  their  use. 
This  universal  robbery  by  the  enemy  of  all  private  property  forced  upon  this  Government 
the  necessity  of  destroying  everything  moveable,  as  fast  as  it  became  exposed  to  imminent 
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danger  of  pillage.  In  this  state  of  the  case,  the  Department  was  addressed  by  agents  of 
fcreign  merchants,  desirous  of  purchasing  our  staples,  aud  storing  them  until  peace  shoi^ 
'be  restored,  with  the  request  that  special  instructions  should  be  given  to  exempt  from 
such  destruction  the  property  thus  purchased.  This  Government  could  have  no  possiHe 
motive  for  destroying  neutral  property,  but  every  dictate  of  policy  counselled,  on  the 
contraiy,  that  we  should  protect  it.  We  could  not  consent,  however,  that  neutral  property 
should  he  seized  by  the  enemy,  and  converted  to  its  use ;  for  we  would  thus  have  been 
supplying  him  with  the  means  of  continuing  hostilities  against  ourselves.  The  effect  of 
such  action  on  our  part,  may  be  readily  illustrated.  Cotton  is  worth  at  least  200  doHaw 
a  bale,  in  specie,  in  the  United  States  ;  and  not  more  than  one  fifth  of  that  sum  in  the 
Confederacy.  Thus,  on  the  supposition  that  only  100,000  bales  of  cotton  belonging  to 
neutrals  should  be  seized  and  appropriated  by  the  United  Slates,  they  would  be  provided 
with  20,000,000  of  dollars  in  specie,  and  if  called  on  to  respond  in  damagear  by  nentral 
Powers  would  seek  to  escape  responsibility,  and  perhaps  succeed  in  so  doing,  by  reimbms- 
ing  to  the  neutral  owners,  after  some  years  of  diplomatic  correspondence,  the  fifth  of  that 
sum,  as  being  the  value  of  the  cotton  at  the  time  and  place  of  its  seizure.  The  simplest 
instincts  of  self-defence  required  us  to  defeat  such  machinations ;  and  this  Department 
therefore  made  answer  to  the  applications  of  neutral  merchants,  that  this  Government 
would  protect  their  property  against  destruction  upon  receiving  any  satisfactory  assurance 
from  their  own  Governments,  that  the  property  would  be  effectually  protected  against 
seizure  and  appropriation  by  the  enemy,  if  it  fell  into  his  hands.  This  answer  seems  ta 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  by  different  BritWi 
Consuls,  and  to  have  elicited  a  reply  to  which  extensive  publicity  was  given.  This  reply, 
dated  the  10th  of  August,  1862,  and  signed  by  Her  Britannic  M^esty's  Charge  d'Aflkires 
at  Washington,  is  confined  to  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of  this  Goverment  to  act  in 
the  manner  already  mentioned ;  but  omits  giving  to  British  subjects  any  assorancc  of 
protection  against  spoliation  by  the  United  States.  No  action  on  the  subject  has  been 
taken  by  any  other  neutral  Power,  if  we  are  fully  informed  ;  and  the  whole  matter  seemg 
res  Integra,  so  far  as  the  present  inquiry  is  concerned ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  interpret  the 
mere  silence  of  the  British  Cabinet  on  this  point  as  an  abandonment  of  the  right  of 
protecting  British  subjects  against  unlawful  spoliation. 

2.  In  order  to  prevent  the  United  States  from  preoccupying,  for  their  exclusive  benrf^ 
the  market  for  foreign  merchandise  which  the  South  will  present  as  soon  as  peace  is 
declared,  several  suggestions  occur. 

It  would,  in  the  first  place,  seem  not  to  be  impracticable  for  the  several  European 
Governments,  pending  the  negotiations  which  must  necessarily  precede  the  final  settlement 
of  the  terms  of  a  Treaty,  to  devise  some  meann  for  communicating,  in  advance,  to  their 
merchants  the  assured  conviction  of  an  early  renewal  of  commerce  with  the  Confederacy, 
and  to  encourage  the  formation  in  their  West  India  Colonies  of  large  dep6ts  of  the  supplies 
known  to  be  needed  here  ready  for  immediate  introduction  into  the  Confederacy.  Sudi 
measures,  accompanied  by  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  speediest  transmission  to 
these  dep6ts  of  the  news  of  the  opening  of  commerce,  would  aid,  to  some  extent,  in  the 
accomplishment  of  the  objects  desired.  A  large  number  of  the  merchant-ships  required 
for  the  transportation  of  these  supplies  would  also  meet  with  ready  sale  in  the  ports  of  fte 
Confederacy,  especially  if  screw-steamers  suitable  for  future  direct  trade  with  Europe,  or 
for  Government  transport-  ships.  And  the  efficiency  of  this  measure  would  be  greatly 
increased  if  accompanied  by  the  prompt  operation  of  one  or  more  lines  of  steamers  between 
Eulx>pean  and  Southern  ports. 

But  the  only  eflFective  remedy  for  preventing  Northern  monopoly,  and  for  neutralizing 
the  unjust  advantages  which  the  United  States,  at  the  expense  of  Europe,  would  seek  to 
secure  from  their  violent  infractions  of  international  law,  would  be  to  place  the  Confede- 
racy in  the  same  condition  relative  to  foreign  supplies  as  was  occupied  by  it  prior  to  the 
declaration  of  the  blockade  of  the  entire  coast ;  a  declaration  which  for  the  first  tiriie  in 
history  has  been  respected  as  legal  by  neutral  Powers.  To  this  end,  no  measure  seems 
better  adapted  than  that  proposed  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  of  France  to  the  Cabinets  of 
Great  Britain  and  Russia  in  the  correspondence  already  adverted  to.  An  armistice  for  six 
months,  ''  during  which  every  act  of  war,  direct  or  indirect,  should  provisionally  ce^e,  on 
sea  as  well  as  on  land,"  would  give  to  European  Powers  that  opportunity  which  jnsticc 
demands  for  placing  within  the  Confedracy  the  supplies,  and  making  the  purchases,  that 
would  long  since  have  been  eflfected  but  for  the  unjust  interference  by  the  United  States 
with  neutral  rights ;  and  thus  enforce  against  that  aggressive  Power  the  rule  of  univerMl 
equity  that  none  shall  be  allowed  to  profit  by  their  own  misdeeds.  Neutral  nations  wouljl 
thus  be  reintegrated  in  the  possession  of  their  "  unquestionable  "  right  to  **  trade  for  their 
own  account  with  a  belligerent;'*  and  upon  the  final  cessation  of  hostilities  would  eater 
intd  th^  competition  for  our  trade,  then  open  to  the  world,  upon  conditions  approximating 
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equality  with  the  North :  a  result  eminently  dearable  for  the  common  interests  of  all,  and 
scarcely  attainable  in  any  other  manner. 

Even  if  the  blockade  were  continued  during  an  armistice,  the  object  desired  could  be 
greatly  promoted.  The  cessation  of  our  foreign  commercial  intercourse  has  been  caused 
not  by  the  blockade  of  our  ports,  but  by  a  general  cruize  on  the  coast  against  all  neutral 
commerce,  and  the  seizure  ^^neutral  vessels  bound  to  points  where  not  a  blockading  vessel 
was  stationed.  We  have  now  numerous  ports  where  there  is  not  a  single  blockading 
vessel,  but  no  neutral  trader  dares  sail  for  them  for  fear  of  capture  on  the  high  seas  by  the 
Federal  cruizers.  IT  Europe,  even  at  this  late  date,  would  put  an  effectual  stop  to  this 
outrage  on  its  rights  of  trade  with  a  bell^rent,  we  would  soon  be  so  well  supplied  with 
her  manufactures,  and  she  would  obtain  so  large  a  supply  of  our  staples,  as  would 
effectually  deprive  the  North  of  the  profits  it  hopes  to  reap  by  the  unprecedented  acqui- 
escence of  all  nations  in  its  interdict  against  their  trade  with  us.  In  the  event  of  an 
armistice  the  cruize  against  neutral  vessels  could  i^ot*  of  course,  be  continued,  even  if  the 
blockade  were  respected  in  ports  where  a  blockading  force  is  stationed. 

You  are  instructed  to  fiirnish  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  Her  Britannic  MaLjesty^s 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiaors  at  the  earUest  monent. 

(Signed)         '  J.'p.  BENJAMIN. 

No.  2. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr*  Mason. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  Mmrch  1 1,  1«63, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  a  despatch  signed  by  Mr.  Benjamin  and  dated  Eichmond^  December*  11, 
1862,  and  I  request  you  will  accept  my  thanks  for  this  communication. 

I  am,  (&c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

No.  3. 
Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  July  6.) 

My  Lord,  24,  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square^  July  4, 1*63. 

THE  newspaper  slip  which  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  herewith  marked  JSTo.  I 
contains  what  purports  to  be  the  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State  ci  the 
Confederate  States,  addressed  to  me  as  the  Commissioner  of  those  States  at  London, 
dated  on  the  6th  of  June  ultimo.  It  is  taken  from  one  of  the  public  journals  df  London 
published  within  the  last  two  days,  and  (as  you  will  see  from  the  introductory  note)  was 
transferred  from  a  newspaper  published  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  on  the  12th  of  the  same 
month. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  it  is  a  genukie  paper,  and  as  it  refers  to  the  action  of  the 
Confederate  Government  on  a  subject  that  may  be  interesting  to  the  Government  of 
Her  l^estgr  I  have  thought  it  best  to  ^nd  it  ^, you, at  once  in  the  informal  shape  in 
which  it  has  come  before  me. 

!Nbne  of  the  documents  referred  to  in  the  despatch  wEere^Uished  in  Ae  memspaper 
^from  which  I  have  ti^en  it,  but  from  another,  published  yesterday,  I  have  taken  the 
mAosed^  marked  "So.  2,  wbtch  «how  irom  their  dates  and  impcHt  thai  they  are  tke  docn- 
ments  designated  in  the  despatdh  hjr  the  letters  C  and  D. 

You  wUl  see  that  I  am  instructed  by  the  Eresident^toommmndcate  to  tout  IioDlBliqp 
9  copy  of  this  despatch  and  of  tiie  dooooaents  aeeompaaying  it,  wlddi  IiwiU  liave^  Ae 
%Qm>ar  to  do  when  they  shaU^arriffe. 

(Signed)  .J.  .M..>lAy30ir. 


'iBdosnre  1  m^^.S. 

Hfexo^^er  MfBtraet. 
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Inclosure  2  in  No.  3. 

Mr,  Benjamin  to  Consul  Moore y  June  5,  1868. 

[Ibid.,  p.  2.] 

Inclosure  3  in  No.  3. 

Letters-Patent  revoking  Consul  Moore^s  Exequatur. 

[Ibid.,  p.  2.] 


No.  4. 
Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  July  6.) 

.  My  Lord,  24,  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square,  July  6, 1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  an  original  protest  made  by  the  master 
and  crew  of  the  Confederate  steam-ship  ''  Margaret  and  Jessie/'  transmitted  to  me  bj 
the  commercial  agent  of  the  Confederate  States  at  Nassau. 

It  sets  forth  that  this  steamer,  laden  with  cotton  and  a  large  number  of  passengers, 
whilst  on  her  voyage  from  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  Nassau,  and  near  the  Island  o! 
Eleuthera,  a  British  possession  in  the  Bahamas,  was  chased  by  a  United  States'  war- 
steamer,  believed  to  be  the  "  Bhode  Island ;"  that  the  ^'  Margaret  and  Jessie  "  continued 
on  her  course  toward  the  said  island  thus  pursued,  and  fired  at  from  time  to  time,  nntO 
she  had  approached  within  300  yards  of  the  beach ;  fearing  to  run  nearer,  she  changed 
her  course,  coasting  along  the  island  at  the  distance  of  from  300  to  500  yards  from  the 
shore. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  Confederate  ship  was  thus  beyond  mistake  or  dispute 
within  British  jurisdiction,  the  United  States'  war-vessel  continued  the  pursuit,  having 
changed  her  course  to  conform  to  that  of  the  Confederate  steamer^  continuing  to  fire  shot 
and  shell  until  the  latter  was  struck,  disabled,  and  sunk ;  at  the  time  of  which  occuireoee 
the  "Rhode  Island "  was  so  near  to  the  shore  that  a  number  of  shot  from  her  struck tlie 
shore  inland,  cutting  the  trees  and  ploughing  up  the  soil. 

I  am  ftirther  informed  by  our  Commercial  Agent  that  measures  were  to  be  taken  by 
him  to  procure  the  testimony  of  many  residents  of  the  island  who  witnessed  the  b&ji, 
and  which,  if  received,  I  shall  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship.  In  ^^ 
meantime  the  protest  herewith  will  be  sufficient,  at  least  to  lay  the  foundation  of  proper 
inquiry  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  if  the  facts  are  found  correctly 
stated  will  establish  a  claim  for  adequate  compensation  to  the  owners  and  others  who  have 
sustained  injury  by  this  outrage. 

I  have  &c 
((Signed)         '  j/m.  MASON. 


Inclosure  in  No.  4. 

Protest  of  the  Master  and  Crew  of  the  Confederate  steamship  "  Margaret  and  Jeisie!" 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

BY  this  Public  Instrument  of  Declaration  and  Protest  be  it  known  and  mm 
manifest  that  on  Tuesday,  the  2nd  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863,  personaDy 
came  and  appeared  before  me,  Bruce  Lockhart  Bumside,  a  Notary  Public  by  lawftl 
authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  the  city  of 
Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  William  Wilson,  the  master  of  the  steam-shp 
'^Margaret  and  Jessie,"  of  and  belonging  to  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  caused  a  Protest  to  be  duly  noted  before 
me  the  said  Notary  against  the  acts  and  deeds  of  the  Captain  or  other  officer  in  charge 
of  a  certain  vessel  of  war  of  and  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  occasioning 
injury  to  the  said  steam-ship  ^'  Margaret  and  Jessie,**  and  thereby  entailing  loss  and 
damage  to  the  owners  and  others  interested  in  the  said  steam-ship  and  the  cargo  ^ 
board  of  her  laden.  And  now  on  this  day,  being  Friday,  the  6th  day  of  June  in  "^ 
year  aforesaid,  again  came  and  appeared  the  said  William  Wilson,  the  master,  and 
James  Forbes,  first  mate,  Christopher  Cowper,  second  mate,  John  Fitzgerald,  third  inatc, 
Thomas  Plane,  purser,  John  Blackley,  carpenter,  Robert  Warner  Lockwood,  pilot» 
Octavius  Henry  Dorsett,  coasting  pilot,  Peter  Skues,  chief  engineer,  John  Scott>  second 
engineer,   Thomas  Russell,   third   engineer,  Samuel  Johnson,  fourth  engineer,  Join 
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McLean^  fireman^  and  Joseph  Gilbreath,  fireman^  of  and  belonging  to  the  said  steam- 
ship, who  of  their  own  free  will  and  voluntary  accord  did  solemnly  declare,  such  declaration 
being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu 
of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — 

That  these  declarants  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  of  the  said  steam-ship  "Margaret 
and  Jessie"  sailed  in  and  on  board  of  her  on  Wednesday,  the  27th  day  of  May  last  past, 
from  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  one  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  730  bales  of  cotton,  and  with  16  passengers, 
bound  on  a  voyage  to  I^assau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama 
Islands,  the  said  steam-ship  at  the  time  of  her  departure  as  aforesaid  being  tight, 
staunch,  strong,  and  seaworthy,  and  in  every  respect  fitted,  equipped,  manned,  and 
found  for  the  prosecution  of  the  aforesaid  voyage. 

That  nothing  material  occurred.  They  encountered  heavy  weather  until  the  fore- 
noon of  Saturday,  the  31st  day  of  May,  about  10  a.m.  civil  time,  the  "Margaret  and 
Jessie"  then  being  about  ninety  miles  to  the  north  and  east  of  the  Island  of  Abaco,  one 
of  the  Bahama  Islands,  and  then  steering  a  south-by-west  course  to  make  the  land  of 
Eleuthera,  also  one  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  the  territory  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain,  then  distant  about  twenty-five  miles,  a  steam- ship  was  observed  to  the 
leeward  of  the  "Margaret  and  Jessie,"  heading  eastwardly  across  her  stem.  That  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  said  steam-ship  had  been  first  observed  by  the  parties  on 
board  of  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie,"  she  was  seen  to  change  her  course  and  give  chase  to 
the  "Margaret  and  Jessie,"  the  master  of  which,  suspecting  that  the  other  vessel  was  a 
vessel  of  war  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  intention  was  to  make  a  prize  of  his 
vessel,  ordered  her  to  be  put  at  fiill  speed  for  the  land  of  Eleuthera,  then  being  a  part 
of  the  neutral  territory  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England. 

That  the  said  vessel  of  war  continued  to  chase  the  "Margaret  and  Jessie,"  but  at 
no  time  succeeded  in  approaching  nearer  to  her  than  four  miles  until  about  halP-past  12 
o'clock  noon  of  that  day,  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie"  being  distant  from  the  mainland  of 
Eleuthera,  which  she  was  then  fast  approaching,  about  five  miles,  and  the  vessel  of  war 
distant  astern  of  the  "Margaret  and  Jessie"  about  four  miles,  a  shot  was  fired  from  the 
vessel  of  war  which  fell  short  of  the  "Margaret  and  Jessie;"  that  the  "Margaret  and 
Jessie"  was  still  run  direct  for  the  land,  and  arrived  within  the  territorial  limit  of  three 
miles  shortly  after,  in  the  meantime  the  vessel  of  war  firing  shot  after  shot  at  her. 

That  from  the  time  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie"  arrived  within  such  territorial  limit 
as  aforesaid,  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie"  being  hemmed  in  by  the  land,  the  vessel  of  war 
was  enabled  to  approach  nearer  to  her,  and  the  "Margaret  and  Jessie"  was  consequently 
taken  to  within  300  yards  of  the  shore. 

That  from  the  time  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie"  arrived  within  such  territorial  limit 
as  aforesaid  until  she  was  taken  to  within  such  distance  of  300  yards  from  the  land  as 
before  mentioned,  no  cessation  whatever  was  made  in  the  discharge  from  the  war-vessel  of 
shot  and  shell,  many  of  which  passed  over  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie/'  struck  and  exploded 
upon  the  land  which  lay  within  her. 

That  the  steam-ship  "  Margaret  and  Jessie"  having  arrived  within  the  distance  of 
300  yards  as  aforesaid,  her  course  was  at  once  changed  to  prevent  her  grounding  on  the 
rocks,  and  she  was  coasted  along  the  land  in  a  westwardly  direction,  keeping  within 
that  distance  from  the  land,  notwithstanding  which  no  cessation  was  made  in  the  (Uscharge 
at  her  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  war- vessel  which  approached  to  within  600  yards  of  the 
"  Margaret  and  Jessie,"  and  coasted  along  with  her  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  incessantly 
discharging  shot,  shelly  and  what  appeared  to  these  declarants  to  be  grape  and 
cannister. 

That  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie,"  from  her  close  proximity  to  the  land,  took  the 
bottom  on  several  occasions,  and  many  of  the  shot  and  shell  discharged  at  her  passed 
over  and  struck  against  the  land  of  Eleuthera ;  that  at  about  30  minutes  past  3  p.m. 
the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie"  then  being  not  over  300  yards  from  the  beach,  a  seven-inch 
spherical  shell,  discharged  from  the  vessel  of  war,  struck  her  on  the  starboard  side,  just 
below  the  water-line,  and  entered  her  boiler,  causing  the  steam  to  escape,  thereby 
severely  injuring  one  of  her  engineers,  and  the  water  to  fiow  into  the  ship,  and  the  said 
declarant  WUliam  Wilson  then  at  once  ordered  the  wheel  to  be  put  astarboard,  but 
before  the  order  could  be  obeyed  the  ship  ran  upon  the  ground  and  fiUed  with  water  not 
300  yards  from  the  beach,  the  position  being  a  little  to  the  east  of  a  point  of  land  known 
as  James  Point,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  Bahama 
Islands. 

And  the  declarants  did  further  declare  that  whilst  the  said  mei  chant-ship  "  Margaret 
and  Jessie  "  and  the  said  vessel  of  war  of  the  United  States  of  America  were  both  within 
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the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Gkeat  Britain  as  hereinbefbte 
detailed  ;  they,  the  said  parties  on  hoejrd  of  the  said  vessel  of  ^rar,  then  being  officers  in 
the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  violation  of  the  municipal  laws  of 
the  said  territory  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  did  feloniously  discharge  against  the  said 
parties,  then  being  on  board  of  the  said  steam-ship  '^Miurgaret  and  Jessie,^  certain 
eacnons  then  loaded  with  gunpowder  and  shot,  shell,  shrapnell,  and  other  deadly  miBsileSy 
with  intent  thereby  the  said  parties  on  board  of  the  said  merchant-ship  '^  Margaret  and 
Jessie,"  or  some  of  them,  to  kill  and  murder. 

That  from  the  time  the  said  vessel  of  war  entered  within  the  distance  of  three  miles 
from  the  land  until  the  time  that  a  shot  from  her  sunk  the  '^  Margaret  and  Jessie,"  as 
before  set  forth,  the  American  ensign  was  flying  at  her  main  peak,  she  being  a  big- 
rigged  steam-vessel  propelled  by  side-wheels,  with  a  beam-engine  above  the  deck ;  that 
when  a  shot  propelled  from  a  gun  on  board  of  her  struck  the  ''  Margaret  and  Jessie,''  she, 
the  said  war-vessel,  was  distant  from  the  mainland  of  Eleuthera  not  500  yards ;  but  so 
soon  as  it  was  observed  by  the  parties  on  board  of  the  war-vessel  that  the  ''  Margaret  and 
Jessie  "  had  been  driven  ashore  and  sunk,  the  vessel  of  war  was  headed  to  sea,  and 
having  proceeded  to  the  distance  of  about  a  mile  from  where  the  ^^ Margaret  and  Jessie' 
lay,  she,  the  vessel  of  war,  was  brought  to  anchor,  and  two  armed  boats  dispatched  to 
the  '^ Margaret  and  Jessie,"  which  rowed  round  her;  in  the  said  boat  were  officers  in  the 
uniform  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  ;  and  this  declarant,  the  said  James  Forbes, 
inquired  of  one  of  the  officers  what  ship  of  war  that  was,  and  was  answered  that  it  was  the 
United  States'  vessel  of  war  '^  Savannah,"  but  these  declartmts  believe  that  in  tmih  and 
in  fact  the  vessel  of  war  was  the  United  States'  vessel  of  war  '^  Rhode  Island,"  and  not 
Uie ''Savannah.'' 

And  these  declarants  did  further  declare  that  the  master  and  crew  of  the  said  steam- 
ship, with  the  passengers,  upon  observing  the  armed  boats  proceeding  for  the  steam-ship, 
all  quitted  her  and  landed  on  the  shore.  That  shortly  after  parties  of  wreckers  from 
inland  came  down,  and  the  said  steam-ship  was  given  up  to  them  to  work  in  endeavouring 
to  save  the  cargo,  and,  if  possible,  to  get  her  off;  that  the  said  parties  immediatdy 
commenced  working,  and  with  the  aid  and  assistance  of  others  who  subsequently  arriv^ 
at  the  ship  in  wrecking  vessels  succeded,  after  great  exertions,  in  discharging  the  cargo, 
and  in  pumping  the  water  from  the  said  steam-ship,  after  which  she  was  floated  ofl^  and 
in  their  charge  he,  the  declarant,  the  said  Captain  Wilson  being  also  on  board,  brou|^ 
to  this  port  of  Xassau ;  the  passengers  and  crew  having  been  brought  to  this  port  of 
Kassau  in  the  wrecking- vessels,  they,  the  said  wreckers,  r^ljuming  salvage  remuneration 
for  their  services  to  the  said  ship  and  her  cargo. 

And  the  said  declarants  did  frirther  dechtre  that  from  the  time  the  said  steam-shq^ 
quitted  the  said  port  of  Charleston  until  she  was  sunk  as  aforesaid,  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  by  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  United  States,  everything  was  done 
by  the  master  and  all  on  board  to  conduct  her  in  safety  to  the  port  of  her  destination, 
and  they  attribute  the  sinking  of  the  said  steam-ship,  and  her  stranding  upon  the  Island 
of  Eleuthera,  to  the  act  of  the  parties  on  board  of  the  said  vessel  of  war  of  the  United 
States,  whilst  both  of  such  vessels  were  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen,  in  exercising  acts  of  hostility  against  the  said  merchant  steam-ship  '^  Margar^ 
and  Jessie,"  and  feloniously  attempting  to  kill  and  murder  the  persons  on  board  of  her, 
she  then  being  not  300  yards  from  the  land ;  and  to  the  fact  of  a  shell  having  been  shot 
through  the  side  of  the  said  steam-ship  from  the  said  vessel  of  war  when  sudi  last-mai- 

tioned  vessel  was  not  600  yards  from  the  land. 

(Signed;  WM.  WHiSO]!!}',  Master. 

JAMES  FOEBES,  Chief  Mate. 

CHEISTOPHER  COWPER,  Second  Mate. 

J.  FITZGEEALD. 

THOMAS  PLANE,  Purser. 

JOHN  BLAOKLET,  Carpenter. 

EOBEET  WARNER  LOOKWOOD,  Pilot 

OCTAVIUS  H.  DORSETT,  Coasting  Pilot. 

PETER  SKUES,  Chief  Engineer. 

JOHN  SCOTT,  Second  Engineer. 

THOMAS  RUSSELL,  Third  Engineer. 

SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  Fourth  Engineer. 

JOHNMcLEAN- 

his 

JOSEPH  M  GILBEAITH. 

mark. 
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Wherefore  the  said  master  has  desired  me,  the  said  notary,  to  protest,  and  I  do  by 
these  presents  solemnly  and  formally  protest  and  declare  against  the  acts  and  deeds  of 
the  persons  on  board  of  the  said  vessel  of  war,  and  against  all  and  every  act,  matter,  and 
thing  occasioning  as  aforesaid  loss  and  damage  to  the  said  steam-ship,  to  the  intent  that  it 
may  be  submitted  unto,  suffered,  and  borne  by  those  to  whom  it  shall  of  right  belong,  or 
in  anywise  concern. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  said  declarants  have  hereunto  set  their  hands,  and  I,  the 
said  notary,  my  hand  and  seal  notarial,  this  5th  day  ci  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1863. 

(Signed)  B.  L.  Burnsidb,  Notary  Public. 

Bahama  Idands,  New  Providence. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  I,  Bruce  Lockhart  Bumside,  a  notajy 
public  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in 
the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  STew  Providence,  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to 
be  a  true  copy  of  a  protest  duly  made  before  me,  the  said  notary,  by  the  master  and  crew 
of  the  Confederate  merchant  steam-ship  ^^  Margaret  and  Jessie,"  as  the  same  remains 
of  record  in  my  official  notarial  record-book,  page  163  to  page  160. 

In  faith  and  testimony  whereof  I  have  placed  and  affixed  my  hand  and  seal  notarial 
this  6th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1868. 

(Signed)  B.  L.  Burnside,  Notary  Public, 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

To  aU  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  I,  Charles  Rogers  Nesbitt,  Esq.,  Colonial 
Secretary  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  do  hereby  certify  that  Bruce  Lockhart  Burnside,  who 
attests,  as  a  notary  public,  the  protest  hereto  attached,  is  a  duly  qualified  notary  public^ 
and  that  all  faith  and  credit  is  and  ought  to  be  given  to  his  acts  and  deeds  as  such. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  6th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1863. 

(Signed)  C.  R.  mESBITT,  Colonial  Secretary. 

Bahama  Islands. 

By  his  Excellency  Charles  John  Bayley,  Esquire,  Companion  of  the  Most  Honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath,  Governor  and  Conmiander-in- chief  in  and  over  the  said 
Islands,  ChanceHor,  Vice- Admiral,  and  Ordinary  of  the  same. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 

'^  Be  it  known  that  the  Honourable  Qjarles  Rogers  ISTesbitt,  Esquire,  by  whom  the 
annexed  certificate  is  subscribed,  was,  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  and  now  is,  the 
Colonial  Secretary  for  the  said  Bahama  Islands;  therefore  all  due  faith  and  credit  are  and 
ouirht  to  be  had  and  siven  to  the  said  annexed  certificate. 

(Signed)  C.  J.  BATLET. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  Islands  to  be  hereunto 
affixed  at  Nassau,  !Sew  Providence,  this  Gtii  day  of  June,  A.D.  1869,  and  in  the  twenty- 
sixtli  year  oi  H^  Majesty's  reign. 

By  his  E^ceUency's  command, 
(Signed)  C.  R.  Nesbitt,  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  6. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Mason. 


Sir,  Foreign  Office,  July  8,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant 
and  its  inclosuresy  relative  to  the  position  of  Mr.  G.  Moore,  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at 

RicfammKL 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 
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No.  6. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office^  July  10,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant^ 
inclosing  an  original  protest  made  by  the  master  and  crew  of  the  steamer  ^'  Margaret  and 
Jessie,'*  with  regard  to  the  damage  sustained  by  that  vessel  from  being  fired  into  by  a 
United  States'  vessel  of  war. 

A  copy  of  this  protest  has  also  reached  Her  Majesty's  Government  through  other 
sources,  and  they  learn  from  Lord  Lyons,  who  has  been  in  communication  with  the 
United  States'  Government  on  the  subject,  that  he  has  been  assured  by  Mr.  Seward  that 
if  it  shall  appear  on  inquiry  that  any  act  of  hostility  or  power  was  committed  on  the 
occasion  in  question  within  the  marine  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  the  act  will  be 
disavowed,  and  redress  be  promptly  given. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  will  therefore  await  the  result  of  that  inquiry. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  BUSSELL. 

Fo.7. 

Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  RusseU. — (Received  July  16.) 

24,  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square^ 
My  Lord,  July  16,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  vessels  arriving  at  the  port  of 
Nassau  (Bahamas)  from  ports  alleged  to  be  blockaded  in  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  from  the  18th  of  July,  1862,  to  the  2nd  of  June,  1863,  being  102  in  number. 

This  list  was  sent  to  me  by  the  Commercial  Agent  of  the  Confederate  States  at 
Nassau ;  and,  besides  the  minuteness  of  his  description,  is  entitled  to  be  received  as  an 
authentic  document. 

I  have  no  instructions  to  make  any  new  communication  to  your  Lordship  on  the 
subject  of  the  alleged  blockade,  but  I  desire  to  place  the  document  on  the  files  of  the 
Foreign  Office  as  part  of  the  history  of  the  occasion,  interesting  certainly  to  my  Govern- 
ment, and  perhaps  to  the  Government  of  Her  Majesty. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  M.  MASON. 


Inclosure  in  No.  7. 
Names  of  Vessels  arrived  at  the  Port  of  Nassau,  NP.,  from  Confederate  States. 


Date  of 
Arrival. 

Name  and  Description. 

Name  of  Master. 

Where  from. 

Cargo. 

1S62. 

July           18 

Sloop 

Wilmington,  N.C... 

Cotton. 

21 

Sloop 

St.  John,  Fid. 

Ditto. 

25 

Steam-ship  • 

Charleston,  S.C.   .. 

Cotton  and  turpentine. 

25 

Boat           

Florida  .. 

Turpentine. 

25 

Boat 

Jacksonville,  Fid.  . . 

Cotton  and  turpentme. 

26 

Steamer     ..             ,.              ., 

A  port  in  Georgia. . 

Ditto. 

28 

Schooner    ..              .,              .. 

Charleston,  S.C.    . . 

Turpentine. 

AnguBt         6 

Schooner   .. 

A  port  in  Georgia . . 

Ditto. 

6 

Schooner    ., 

Wilmington,  N.C. . . 

Ditto. 

19 

Sloop 

A  port  in  Georgia.  • 

Ditto. 

September    2 

Steam-ship  •             ..             •» 

Charleston,  S.C.    . . 

Cotton. 

4 

Steamer     .. 

Wilmington,  N.C. . . 

Ditto. 

16 

Sloop 

Florida   .. 

Ditto. 

25 

Schooner    .. 

Wilmington,  N.C... 

Cotton  and  turpentine. 

26 

Steam-ship  • 

Charleston,  S.C.    . . 

Cotton. 

October        3 

Schooner    ., 

Ditto      .. 

Turpentine. 

6 

Schooner   .. 

Ditto      . . 

Ditto. 

6 

Schooner    .. 

Wilmington,  N.C... 

Cotton  and  turpentine. 

6 

Sloop 

Charleston,  S.C.    .. 

Turpentine. 

7 

Schooner    . , 

Savannah,  Geo.     . . 

Cotton. 
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Date  of 
Arrival. 

Name  and  Description. 

Name  of  Master. 

Where  from. 

Cargo. 

1862 

" 

October 

7 

Schooner    .. 

•  • 

A  port  in  N.  Carolina 

Cotton  and  turpentine. 

» 

8 

Steamer     .. 

•  • 

Wilmington,  N.C. . . 

Ditto. 

M 

14 

Schooner   .. 

•  • 

A  port  in  Georgia . . 

Cotton. 

n 

14 

Schooner   .. 

• . 

Ditto      . . 

Ditto. 

Novembei 

•    6 

Steamer     .. 

•  • 

Wilmington,  N.C. . . 

Ditto. 

n 

21 

Steam-ship  «             .. 

•  • 

Charleston,  S.C.    • . 

Ditto. 

99 

21 

Steam-ship  • 

.  • 

Ditto     .. 

Ditto. 

99 

22 

Sloop 

•  • 

Ditto      . . 

Ditto. 

>» 

26 

Schooner   .. 

, , 

Ditto      . . 

Turpentine. 

»» 

27 

Sloop 

• . 

Florida  .. 

Cotton. 

» 

27 

Sloop 

•  • 

Savannah,  Geo.     .. 

Cotton  and  resin. 

December 

2 

Schooner    », 

•  • 

Wilmington,  NX. . . 

Ditto. 

>» 

23 

Schooner   .. 

, , 

Ditto      . . 

Cotton  and  turpentine. 

M 

23 

Sloop         ••             •• 

.  • 

Charleston,  S.C.   .. 

Cotton. 

w 

23 

Schooner    ..             •• 

•  • 

Ditto      •• 

Turpentine. 

>9 

27 

Schooner    •• 

•  • 

Wilmington,  N.C. . 

Cotton. 

9* 

30 

Steam-ship  • 

•  • 

Charleston,  S.C.    . . 

Ditto. 

1863. 

January 

2 

Schooner    .. 

•  • 

Savannah,  Geo.    .. 

Ditt». 

i> 

5 

Steam-ship  • 

•  • 

George  Town,  S.C. 

Ditto. 

» 

19 

Steam-ship  v 

, , 

Charleston,  S.C.    •• 

Ditto. 

9t 

21 

Sloop         ••             ••             •• 

•  • 

Ditto      •  • 

Turpentine. 

9»     ' 

26 

Schooner    .. 

•  • 

Beaufort,  N.C.      . . 

Tar  and  resin. 

t> 

26 

Steam-ship  •             ••             •• 

• . 

Wilmington,  N.C. . 

Cotton. 

M 

27 

Schooner    « • 

•  • 

Charleston,  S.C.   . . 

Turpentine. 

>9 

SO 

Schooner   ..             ..             •• 

•  • 

Wilmington,  N.C.. 

Cotton  and  turpentine. 

f> 

81 

Steam-ship  • 

•  • 

Charleston,  S.C    . . 

Cotton. 

February 

3 

Schooner   ••             .. 

•  • 

Savannah,  Geo.     .  • 

Cotton  and  turpentine. 

9> 

5 

Sloop         ••             •• 

,. 

Ditto     . . 

Cotton. 

9> 

6 

Sloop 

•  • 

Charleston,  S.C.    . . 

Ditto. 

>9 

9 

Steam-ship  • 

•  • 

Ditto     .. 

Ditto. 

>9 

16 

Steam-ship  • 

•'• 

Ditto     . . 

Ditto. 

»> 

17 

Steam-ship  • 

•  • 

Ditto     .. 

Ditto. 

M 

23 

Steam-ship  .             ..             •• 

•  • 

Ditto     .. 

Ditto. 

»9 

23 

Steam-ship  • 

•  • 

Ditto      • . 

Ditto. 

» 

25 

Steam-ship  •             ..             •• 

• . 

Ditto      •  • 

Ditto. 

»> 

26 

Sloop 

•  • 

Ditto     .. 

Ditto. 

»9 

26 

Schooner   •• 

•  • 

Ditto     .. 

Ditto. 

99 

27 

Schooner    ••            •• 

.  • 

Ditto      .. 

Ditt». 

March 

5 

Steam-ship  • 

•  • 

Wilmington,  N.C... 

Ditto. 

ff 

6 

Schooner  • «             • •            • • 

•  • 

Charleston 

Ditto. 

fy 

10 

Steam-ship  • 

•  • 

Ditto     .. 

Ditto. 

ff 

13 

Steam-ship  •            ••             •• 

•  • 

Ditto     . . 

Ditto. 

9« 

14 

Steam-ship  •             ••             •• 

•  • 

Ditto     .. 

Ditto. 

99 

16 

Steam-ship  •             •• 

•  • 

Wilmington,  N.C. . . 

Ditto. 

99 

17 

Steam-ship  •            •• 

•  • 

Ditto      . . 

Ditto. 

99 

17 

Steam-ship  •             ••             •• 

•  • 

Ditto      •• 

Ditto. 

99 

23 

Steam-ship  •             •• 

•  • 

Charleston,  S.C.   .. 

Ditto. 

99 

23 

Steam-ship  •             •• 

•  • 

Ditto      .. 

Cotton  and  tobacco. 

99 

24 

Sloop         ..             •• 

•  • 

Femandino,  Fid.  . . 

Cotton. 

99 

27 

Steam-ship  . 

•  • 

Wilmington,  N.C. . 

Ditto. 

99 

28 

Steamer     •• 

•  • 

Charleston,  S.C   .. 

Ditto. 

•9 

80 

Sloop 

.  • 

Ditto     .. 

Ditto. 

99 

28 

Sloop         .•             ••             •• 

•  • 

WUmington,  N.C... 

Cotton  and  turpentine. 

April 

2 

Schooner  .. 

•  • 

Charleston,  S.C    .. 

Ditto. 

9i 

8 

Sloop 

•  • 

Ditto     .. 

Ditto. 

H 

6 

Steam-ship  •             ..              •• 

•  • 

Ditto     .. 

Ditto. 

99 

8 

Schooner   .. 

•  • 

North  Carolina 

Ditto. 

9> 

10 

Steam-ship  . 

•  • 

Charleston,  S.C.   .. 

Cotton. 

9* 

16 

Steam-ship  • 

•  • 

Wilmmgton,N.C.. 

Cotton  and  turpentine. 

ff 

16 

Schooner   •• 

•  • 

Louisiana 

Turpentine. 

99 

20 

Steam-ship  • 

•  • 

Wihnington,  N.C. . 

Cotton. 

99 

22 

Steam-ship  . 

•  • 

Charleston,  S.C.  .. 

Ditto. 

99 

24 

Steam-ship  • 

a  • 

Ditto      .. 

Ditto. 

M 

24 

•  • 

Ditto     . . 

Ditto. 

99 

28 

Steam-ship  . 

•  • 

Wilmington,  N.C... 

Ditto. 

«t 

29 

Schooner  .. 

•  • 

Charleston,  aC   .. 

Ditto. 

May 

7 

Schooner    ••            •• 

•  • 

Savannah,  Geo.    •• 

Ditto. 

99 

9 

Steam-ship  • 

.  • 

Charleston,  S.C.   •• 

Ditto. 

99 

9 

Steamrship  •             ..             •• 

•  • 

Ditto      .. 

Ditto. 

9> 

10 

Steam-ship  • 

•  • 

Ditto     ., 

Ditto. 

9f 

10 

Steam-ship  •             ••             •« 

•  • 

Ditto     .. 

Ditto. 

99 

18 

Steam-ship  .             ..              •• 

•  • 

Wilmington,  N.C. . . 

Ditt». 

99 

13 

Steam-ship  .             ..             •• 

•  • 

Charleston,  S.C   .. 

Ditto. 

99 

19 

Steam-ship  • 

•  • 

Ditto      .. 

Ditto. 

99 

22 

Steam-ship 

•  • 

Wilmington,  N.C.  •• 

Ditto. 
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Date  of 

Arrival, 

Name  and  Description. 

Name  of  Master. 

From  where. 

Cargo. 

1863. 

Vsy           2S 

Schooner    •  •              •  •              • . 

Charleston,  S.C.    . . 

Cotton. 

25 

Steam-ship    .             •• 

Witmington,  N.C.  . . 

Ditto. 

25 

Steam-ship   . 

Charleston,  S.C.    . . 

Ditto. 

25 

Sloop 

Wilmington,  N.C... 

Cotton  and  torpentioe. 

25 

Schooner    •• 

Ditto      •  • 

Cotton  and  lumber. 

26 

Steam-ship    • 

Charleston 

Cotton. 

June             2 

Steam-ship    • 

Ditto      .. 

Ditto. 

No.  8. 
Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  July  16.) 

My  Lord,  24,  Upper  Seymour  Street y  Portman  Square,  July  16, 1863. 

I  HAD  the  honour,  with  my  letter  of  the  10th  July  instant,  to  transmit  to  yonr 
Lordship  the  protest  of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  Confederate  steam-ship  "Margaret 
and  Jessie,^  and  at  the  same  time  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  further  testunonj  was 
expected  in  regard  to  the  affair  referred  to  in  the  protest  which,  when  received,  shoold 
in  like  manner  be  transmitted  to  your  Lordship. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  inclose  herewith  twelve  affidavits  made  by  passengers  on 
board  the  Confederate  steamer,  and  by  residents  of  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  in  eveiything 
confirming  the  declarations  made  in  the  protest.  They  have  just  been  received  from  the 
Commercial  Agent  of  the  Confederate  States  at  Nassau,  who  informs  me  that  copies  of 
the  same  documents  were  transmitted  by  the  same  opportunity  Tthe  mail-steamer 
'^  La  Plata,"  just  arrived)  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  sent,  as  I  am  mformed,  bj  the 
aut]^orities  at  Nassau. 

I  have,  &c^ 
(Signed)^  J.  M.  MASOU. 


Ludosure  1  in  No.  6. 
I>sclar9iifO%  of  Theodore  Cavillier. 

Bahama  Islands,  Eleuthera. 

BE  it  remembered  that  on  this  4th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord : 
personally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  Notary  Public,  by 
lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  swon^  residing  and  prmotising  in  the  di; 
of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  Islands,  Theodore 
Cavillier,  of  James'  Point,  in  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  Iskmds, 
planter,  who  of  his  own  free  will  «nd  accord  did  solemnly  declare  (such  declaration 
being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahama  Islands  made  for  substituting  a 
declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases)  in  manner  following  (that  is  to  say)  :— 

1  live  at  a  settlement  called  James'  Point,  on  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the 
Bahama  Islands*  On  Saturday,  the  30th  day  of  May  last,  I  was  out  in  a  boat  fishing  o 
the  southern  side  of  the  settlement.  The  settlement  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  souili 
by  the  sea,  and  the  distance  across,  that  is  from  the  north  to  the  south,  is  about  two 
miiles.  While  I  was  fishing  I  heard  the  reports  of  several  guns ;  I  immediately  went  on 
shcffe  on  the  southern  side  o£  the  settlement,  proceeded  to  a  hill  nearly  w&r  to  the  north^ 
side,  and  climbed  up  a  tree,  in  orcbr  that  I  might  see  the  vessel  from  ^ich  I  suppoiei 
the  guns  were  being  fired.  On  looking  out  to  sea  I  saw  two  steamers ;  one  of  then, 
having  paddle-boxes,  was  steering  down  outside  of  a  reef,  which  is  about  800  or  400 
yards  from  the  shore,  and  the  other,  without  paddle-boxes^  also  steaming  down  outside  oi 
the  reef,  about  600  or  600  yards  from  the  first  steamer.  The  steamer  farthest  out  was 
firing  at  the  inner  one ;  I  could  see  the  smoke  come  from  her  side,  and  hear  the  report 
of  the  guns  as  they  went  off.  She  would  fire  first  from  one  side — a  broadside,  and  th^ 
turn  and  fire  from  the  other  side.  I  could  see  tha  shot  from  these  guns  fall  on  ^e 
land  about  300  yards  from  where  I  was  up  the  tree.  I  was  about  half-a-mile  from  the 
settlement.  On  seeing  the  shot  fell  so  near,  I  jumped  from  the  tree,  ran  to  the  southern 
shore  and  got  into  my  boat  to  come  home.  While  I  was  coming  down  to  my  house  ia 
the  boat,  I  heard  a  gun  go  off  in  the  direction  of  the  two  steamers,  and  a  capnon-ball 
passed  over  my  head,  and  fdl  in  the  sea  about  thirty  yards  from  the  boat  in  which  I  ^ 
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I  fell  down  in  the  boat  from  the  shock.  On  Saturday  evening,  after  I  came  home,  I 
went  over  to  the  northern  side  of  the  settlement,  on  the  beach.  I  saw  a  steamer  on 
shore  on  the  reef,  and  one  laying-to  about  600  or  600  yards  from  the  one  on  the  reef. 
They  were  the  same  steamers  that  I  had  seen  running  down  outside  in  the  morning, 
when  I  was  up  the  tree.  I  did  not  stay  long  on  the  beach,  but  soon  returned  home. 
One  steamer  that  was  laying-to  had  an  American  flag  flying.  I  do  not  know  when  she 
left. 

his 

(Signed)  THEODORE  X  CAVILLIER. 

mark. 

Declared  to  before  me,  this  4th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  Ormond  D.  Malcolm,  Notary  Public. 

Bahama  Islands,  ISew  Providence. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  I,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  JSTotary 
Public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising 
in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  said  Island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
annexed  paper  writing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  notarial  declaration  made  before  me  by 
Theodore  CaviUier,  therein  named,  of  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  as  the  same  appears  of 
record  in  my  notarial  Register  Book  A,  pages  13  to  16. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  notarial,  the  6th  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863. 

(Signed)  Ormond  D.  Malcolm,  Notary  Public. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  8. 
Declaration  of  Robert  C,  Fonte  and  Ivey  Foreman. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

KNOW  all  men  by  these  presents  that  on  the  6th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1863,  before  me,  Bruce  Lockhart  Burnside,  a  Notary  Public,  by  lawful  authority 
appointed,  duly  admitted,  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  the  City  of  Nassau,  in 
the  Island  of  New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  Eobert  C.  Fonte,  at  present 
of  the  City  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  gentleman,  who  did  solemnly 
declare,  such  declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Laws  of  Bahamas  for  substituting 
a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — 

That  he  the  declarant  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  steam-ship  *' Margaret  aad 
Jessie ''  which  sailed  from  the  port  of  Charleston  on  the  27th  day  of  May  last  bound  for 
this  port  of  Nassau. 

That  on  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  30th,  a  steam-vessel  of  war  gave  chase  to  the 
"  Margaret  and  Jessie,"  and  she  was  run  for  the  land  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  Bahamas* 
Islands  in  the  territory  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  and  about  half-past 
twelve  noon,  the  '*  Margaret  and  Jessie  '*  being  then  distant  from  the  land  of  the  Island 
of  Eleuthera  about  five  miles,  with  the  vessel  of  war  astern  distant  about  four  miles,  the 
latter  vessel  opened  fire  upon  her  with  shot  and  shell.  That  the  **  Margaret  and  Jessie  " 
was  still  headed  for  the  land,  the  war  vessel  continuing  in  pursuit,  incessantly  discharging 
shot  and  shell  which  fell  thickly  over  and  around  the  ''Margaret  and  Jessie  '*  until  she 
arrived  within  500  yards  of  the  beach,  when  to  prevent  her  going  upon  the  land  her 
course  was  changed,  and  she  was  headed  westwardly  coasting  and  skirting  the  land  at  a 
distance  of  between  400  to  600  yards  from  it ;  that  she  thus  continued  for  a  period  of  an 
hour  and  three  quarters,  during  all  which  time  the  ''  Margaret  and  Jessie  "  never  was 
further  than  600  yards  from  the  land,  the  vessel  of  war  continued  to  chase  being  to  tiiie 
distance  of  about  a  mile  from  the  land,  and  discharging  shot  and  shell  by  broadsides 
which  fell  thickly  around  the  vessel,  and  many  of  which  passed  over  her  and  struck  the 
land,  and  so  near  during  all  this  latter  time  was  the  *'  Margaret  and  Jessie  '*  kept  to  the 
shore,  that  she  took  the  ground  several  times  in  passing  ov^r  a  reef  which  lies  a  short 
distance  from  the  land. 

Hiat  eventually  a  siiell  shot  from  the  vessel  of  war  struck  the  ^*  Margaret  and  Jessie/' 
flhe  then  bein^  not  forther  than  400  yards  from  the  land,  and  passed  through  into  her  boiler, 
which  so  disabled  her  that  she  within  a  minute  of  time  took  the  ground  and  filled  with 
water  not  over  400  yards  from  the  beach,  and  the  passengers  and  crew  fearing  that  boats 
would  board  from  the  vessel  of  war  quitted  the  vessel  and  went  to  the  shore,  and  shortly 
afterwards  two  boats  from  the  vessel  of  war  quitted  her  and  rowed  round  the  '^  Margaret 
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and  Jessie ''  as  she  lay  ashore^  and  then  returned  to  their  ship^  in  which  boats  were  officers 
dressed  in  the  uniform  of  the  United  States'  navy. 

That  the  said  steam -vessel  of  war  had  flying  from  her  main  peak  the  United  States* 
ensign,  she  being  brig-rigged  with  a  beam  engine  on  deck,  and  propelled  bj  side 
wheels 

(Signed)  R.  C.  FONTE. 

Declared  to  at  !Nassau  this  6th  day  of  June^  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  B.  L.  Burnside,  Notary  Public. 

Bahama  Islands,  ISew  Providence. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  on  the  6th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1863,  before  me,  Bruce  Lockhart  Burnside,  a  Notary  Public,  by  lawful  authority 
appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  the  City  of  I^assau,  in 
the  Island  of  New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  Ivey  Foreman,  at  present 
of  the  City  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  gentleman,  who  did  solemnly 
declare,  such  declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  Bahamas,  for  substituting 
a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — 

That  he  the  declarant  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  steam-ship  ''  Margaret  and 
Jessie  **  which  sailed  from  the  port  of  Charleston  on  the  27  th  day  of  May  last,  bound  for 
this  port  of  Nassau. 

That  having  heard  read  over  to  him  the  annexed  declaration  of  Robert  C.  Fonte, 
he  can  personally  testify  that  everything  therein  contained  is  just  and  true,  this  declarant 
having  been  an  eye-witness  to  all  the  occurrences  therein  detailed  and  set  forth. 

(Signed)  IVEY  FOREMAN. 

Declared  to  at  Nassau  this  6th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  B.  L.  Buenside,  Notary  Public. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  I,  Bruce  Lockhart  Burnside,  a  Notary 
Public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted,  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising 
in  the  City  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby  certSy  the  foregoing 
to  be  a  ftdl  just  and  true  copy  of  notarial  declarations  duly  made  before  me  the  under- 
signed Notary  t^ublic  by  the  declarants  therein  named,  as  the  same  remains  of  record  in 
my  oflScial  record  book  page  143  to  147. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  afl^ed  my  seal  of  office  at 
Nassau,  this  9th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 

(Signed)  B.  L.  Buenside,  Notary  Public. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  8. 
Declaration  of  Charles  M.  Morris^  H.  B.  Clairbon,  and  Charles  K.  King. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

KNOW  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  6th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1863,  before  me,  Bruce  Lockhart  Burnside,  a  Notary  Public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed^ 
duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of 
New  Providence,  persondly  came  and  appeared  Charles  M.  Morris,  at  present  of  the  city 
of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  gentleman,  who  did  solenmly  declare,  such 
declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  decla- 
ration in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — 

That  he  the  declarant  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  said  steam-ship  "  Margaret  and 
Jessie/'  which  sailed  from  the  port  of  Charleston  on  the  27th  of  May  last,  bound  for  this 
port  of  Nassau : 

That  on  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  30th  a  steam- vessel  of  war  gave  chase  to  the 
^*  Margaret  and  Jessie,''  and  she  was  run  for  the  land  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  Bahama 
Islands,  in  the  territory  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain ;  and  about  half- 
past  12  noon  the  ''  Margaret  and  Jessie  "  being  then  distant  from  the  land  of  the  Island 
of  Eleuthera  about  five  miles,  with  the  vessel  of  war  astern  distant  about  four  miles,  the 
latter  vessel  opened  fire  upon  her  with  shot  and  shell : 

That  the  "Margaret  and  Jessie"  was  still  headed  for  the  land,  the  war  vessd 
continuing  in  pursuit,  incessantly  discharging  shot  and  shell,  which  fell  thickly  over  and 
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around  the  ''  Margaret  and  Jessie,"  until  she  arrived  within  600  yards  of  the  beach, 
when  to  prevent  her  going  upon  the  land  her  course  was  changed,  and  she  was  headed 
westwardly,  coasting  and  skirting  the  land  at  a  distance  of  between  400  to  500  yards 
from  it : 

That  she  thus  continued  for  a  period  of  an  hour  and  three-quarters,  during  all  which  time 
the  '^Margaret  and  Jessie  "  never  was  further  than  600  yards  from  the  land ;  the  vessel 
of  war  continued  the  chase,  being  to  the  distance  of  about  a  mile  from  the  *^  Margaret 
and  Jessie,"  and  shot  and  shell  by  broadside,  which  fell  thickly  around  the  vessel,  and 
many  of  which  passed  over  her,  and  struck  the  land ;  and  so  near  during  all  this  latter 
time  was  the  ^*  Margaret  and  Jessie  "  kept  to  the  shore  that  she  took  the  ground  several 
times  in  passing  over  a  reef  which  lies  a  short  distance  from  the  land  : 

That  eventually  a  shell  shot  from  the  vessel  of  war  struck  the  "  Margaret  and 
Jessie,"  she  then  being  not  further  than  400  yards  from  the  land,  and  passed  through 
into  her  boiler,  which  so  disabled  her  that  she  within  a  minute  of  time  took  the  ground,  and 
filled  with  water  not  over  400  yards  from  the  beach ;  and  the  passengers  and  crew  fearing 
that  boats  would  board  from  the  vessel  of  war  quitted  the  vessel,  and  went  to  the  shore, 
and  shortly  afterwards  two  boats  from  the  vessel  of  war,  quitted  her  and  rowed  round  the 
^'  Margaret  and  Jessie  "  as  she  lay  ashore,  and  then  returned  to  their  ship,  in  which  boats 
were  officers  dressed  in  the  uniform  of  the  United  States'  navj : 

That  the  said  steam- vessel  of  war  had  flying  from  her  main  peak  the  United  States' 
ensign,  she  being  brig-rigged,  with  a  beam-engine  on  deck,  and  propelled  by  side- 
wheels 

(Signed)  C.  K  MORRIS. 

Declared  to  at  Nassau  this  6th  day  of  June,  1863. 
(Signed)  B.  L.  Bubnsidb,  Notary  Public. 

Bahama  Islands,  ISew  Providence. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  6th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1863,  before  me,  Bruce  Lockhart  Bumside,  a  Notary  Public,  by  lawfiil  authority 
appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
Island  of  New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  Charles  R.  King  and  Henry  B. 
Olairbon,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  gentleman, 
who  did  solemnly  declare,  such  declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the 
Bahamas,  for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases : 

That  they,  the  declarants,  were  passengers  on  board  the  steam-ship  *^  Margaret 
and  Jessie,''  which  sailed  from  the  port  of  Charleston  on  the  27th  of  May  last,  bound  for 
this  port  of  Nassau  : 

That  having  heard  read  over  to  them  the  annexed  declaration  of  Charles  M.  Morris, 
they  can  personally  testify  that  everything  therein  contained  is  just  and  true,  these 
declarants  having  been  eye-witnesses  to  idl  the  occurrences  therein  detailed  and  set 
forth. 

(Signed)  H.  B.  CLAIRBON. 

CHA8.  K.  KING. 

Declared  to  at  Nassau  the  6th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  B.  L.  Bubnsidb,  Notary  Public. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

To  ^11  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  I,  Bruce  Lockhart  Bumside,  a  Notary 
Public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising 
in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing 
to  be  fuU,  just,  and  true  copy  of  notarial  declarations  duly  made  before  me  the  undersigned 
Notary  Public  by  the  declarants  therein  named,  as  the  same  remain  of  record  in  my 
official  record  book,  pages  138  to  142. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office  at 
Nassau,  this  9th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
||^;jri  (Signed)  B.  L.  BuwfBiDii,  Notary  Public. 
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Inclosure  4  in  No.  8. 

Declaration  of  Jane  Hanna. 
Bahama  Islands,  Elenthera. 

BE  it  remembered^  that  on  this  4th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863, 
pearsonally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by 
lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practisbg  in  the 
city  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  Iskids, 
Jane  Hanna,  of  James'  Point,  in  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  said  Bahama 
Islands,  who  of  her  own  free  will  and  accord  did  solemnly  declare  (such  declaration  being 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahama  Islands  made  for  substituting  a  declaration 
in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases)  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say  : — 

I  live  at  James'  Point,  in  the  Island  of  Eleuthera.  On  Saturday,  the  30th  day  of 
May  last,  I  was  in  my  house  at  James'  Point,  when  I  heard  guns  firing  from  the  sea.  I 
looked  out  of  the  door  of  my  house,  the  northern  one. 

The  house  is  on  a  bill  about  two  miles  from  the  shore,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
settlement.  I  can  see  the  sea  from  the  door.  I  saw  a  steamer  passing  up  along  the 
shore  firing  guns.  I  left  my  house  and  went  on  a  hill  near,  when  I  saw  another  steamer 
a-Jiead,  at  which  the  other  was  firing.  I  watched  them  for  some  time,  when  the  iiinei 
steamer  turned  and  came  down.  I  then  saw  the  one  that  had  been  firing  also  turn  and 
commence  to  fire  at  her ;  several  of  the  shot  I  saw  fieill  on  the  land.  I  entered  my  house, 
when  I  heard  the  report  ot  a  gun,  and  something  struck  on  the  roof  of  the  house.  I 
looked  out  of  the  door,  and  saw  the  steamer  that  had  been  firing  before  opposite  my 
house,  and  clouded  with  smoke. 

I  went  over  to  the  northern  shore  in  the  evening,  and  saw  one  of  the  steamers  on 
shore,  and  the  other,  the  one  that  had  been  firing  guns,  lying-to  outside  of  her,  with  a 
flag  flying.     I  do  not  know  the  flag,  of  what  nation  it  was ;  it  had  red  and  white  stripes. 

(Signed)  JANE  RAMA. 

Declared  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  Obmohd  D.  Majlcolm^  Notary  Public. 

Bahama  Islands,  ISew  Providence. 

To  all  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  I,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  noiaiy 
public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in 
the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  said  Island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
annexed  paper  writing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  notarial  declaration  made  before  me  by  Jane 
Hanna,  therein  named,  of  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  as  the  same  appears  of  record  m  mj 
Notarial  Register,  book  A,  pages  22  to  23. 

In  testimony  whereof  1  have  hereunto  sd;  my  hand  and  seal  notarial  tiie  6^h  dayt)f 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863. 

(Signed)  Ormond  D.  Malcolm,  Notary  Public. 


Inclosure '5  in  S'o.  8. 
Declaration  of  Clinton  Johnson. 


Bahama  Islands,  IN^ew  Providence. 

KNOW  all  men  by  these  presents  that  on  the  6th  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  ourliori 
1BB3,  before  me,  Bruce  Lockhart  Bumside,  a  Notary  Public  by  lawftd  authority  appointM 
dulynadmitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  the  city  of  Nassau^  in  the  Island  of 
New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  Clinton  Johnson,  of  the  Island  rf 
Eleuthera,  farmer,  who  of  lus  own  free  will  and  voluntary  accord  did  declare : 

That  he  lives  at  a  town  known  as  ^' James'  Oestem,"  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ishmdof 
Eleuthera,  and  on  Saturday  the  30th  day  of  May  last  he  heard  the  reports  of  xanaon  «« 
the  north  side  of  the  island,  that  he*  immediately  went  to  the  highland  to  the  north  o(^^ 
town,  and  then  saw  two  steam-ships  one  in  chase  of  the  other,  &e  outer  ship  discharging 
guns  very  rapidly  at  the  ship  that  was  nearest  to  the  shore,  both  of  which  ships  were 
approaching  at  fidl  speed  to  the  land. 

That  the  ship  nearest  the  land  >was  an  unnrmpd  joesael^nd  tne  vessel  chasing  ber 
was  a  vessel  of  war ;  the  unarmed  vessel  having  arrived  witiiin  300  yards  of  the  beach 
changed  her  course  and  skirted  along  the  land,  at  no  time  being  400  yards  from  it,  tW 
the  vessel  of  war  also  changed  her  course,  and  having  arrived  witlun  a  distance  of  «t 
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most  half  a  mile  from  the  other  ship^  continued  for  at  least  an  hour  and  a  half  to  discharge 
without  cessation  shot  and  shell,  which  from  time  to  time  passed  over  the  inner  ship  and 
struck  and  exploded  upon  the  land. 

That  many  of  the  shot  so  discharged  as  aforesaid  fell  within  a  distance  of  100  yards 
from  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  town  at  ^^  James'  Cestern/*  and  caused  great  destruction 
among  the  trees  and  wood  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  fearing 
that  their  houses  would  be  struck  by  the  shot,  and  that  some  of  them  would  be  killed, 
they  quitted  the  town  and  took  refuge  under  the  hills  until  the  firing  had  ceased. 

his 

(Signed)  CLINTON  X  JOHNSON. 

Declared  to  at  Kassau  this  6th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  B.  L,  Bubnside,  Notary  Public. 

Bahama  Islands,  'New  Providence. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  I,  Bruce  Lockhart  Bumside,  a  Notary 
Public  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  piseuotismg 
in  the  city  of  !Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing 
to  be  a  full,  just,  and  true  copy  of  a  notarial  declaration  duly  made  before  me  the 
undersigned  Notary  Public,  by  the  declarant  therein  named,  as  the  same  remmns  of 
record  in  my  official  record  book  from  page  161  to  163. 

In  witnesswhere  of  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  fixed  my  seal  of  office  at 
Nassau,  in  the  laUmd  of  New  Providence,  this  9th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  B.  L.  Bubnside,  Notary  Public.. 


Indosure  6  in  No.  8. 
Declaration  of  Thomas  Mdokey. 


Bahama  Islands,  Elenthera. 

BE  it  remembered  that  on  this  4th  day  of  June^  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863, 

K^isonally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drinmiie  Malcolm,  Notary  Public  by 
wfril  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  swom»  residing  and  practising  in  the 
City  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  Islands, 
Thomas  Mackey  of  James's  Point,  in  the  I^nd  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  said 
Bahama  Islands,  planter,  who  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord  did  solemnly  declare  (such 
declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahama  Islands  made  for  substi- 
tuting a  declaration  in  Ueu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases)  in  manner  following,  that  is  to 
say:— 

On  Saturday  morning  last,  the  30th  day  of  May  past,  I  was  out  fishing  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  settlement  called  James's  Poini^  on  the  Island  of  EleuUiera.  I 
am  a  resident  of  the  settlement.  I  was  out  fishing  with  William  Hanna,  another  resident 
of  the  settlement.  Just  as  we  started  to  return  home,  about  1  o'clock,  I  heard  ihe  reports 
of  several  heavy  guns ;  the  sound  came  fr*om  tiie  nori^east^  across  tijte  Island  of  Eleuthasa.  * 
When  the  boat  was  about  three  miles  from  the  settlement,  and  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  shore  on  the  southern  side,  I  heard  the  report  of  another  gun,  and  saw  a  cannooi- 
shot  come  over  and  fall  upon  the  land.  We  kept  on  in  the  boat,  and  when  about  haifi  a 
mile  from  the  settlement  I  again  heard  the  report  of  a  gun,  and  saw  a  cannon-shot  fall 
in  the  water  about  sixty  or  seventy  yards  ahead  of  the  boat  in  which  we  were,  and  very 
near  a  boat  in  which  Theodore  GuviUier  of  the  same  settlement  was. 

After  I  landed  fitnn  fiishing  I  walked  over  to  the  beach  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
setdement,  which  beach  is  about  two  miles  from  the  southern  shore.  Upon  reaching 
there  I  saw  a  steamer  on  the  reef,  about  400  yards  from  the  shore.  I  also  saw  a  sterner 
lying^to  outside  of  the  reef,  about  600  or  700  yards;  from  it;  she  had  an  American  flag 
flying.  I  could  see  guns  on  board  of  her  run  out  through  the  portholes.  I  saw  two 
boats  come  fitim  her  and  row  around  the  steamer  ^at  was  on  shore.  Officers  were  in 
these  boats ;  they  had  gold  lace  around  their  caps.  The  steamer  left  about  8  o'clock 
that  night. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  MACKEX. 

Declared  to  before  niB  this  4tkday  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  Ormond  D.  Malcolm,  Notary  Public. 
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Bahama  Islands^  New  Providence. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  I,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  Notary 
Public  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising 
in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  said  Island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby  certify  that  flie 
annexed  paper  writing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  notarial  declaration  made  before  me  by  Thomas 
Mackey  therein  named  of  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  as  the  same  appears  of  record  in  mj 
Notarial  Register  Book  A,  pages  17  to  19. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  notarial^  the  6th  day  of 
June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863. 

(Signed)  Ormond  D.  Malcolm,  Notary  Public. 


Indosure  7  in  No.  8. 
Declaration  of  WiUiam  Hanna. 

Bahama  Islands,  Eleuthera. 

BE  it  remembered  that  on  this  4th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863, 
personally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  Notary  Public, 
by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  the 
City  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  Islands, 
William  Hanna,  of  James's  Point,  in  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  said 
Bahama  Islands,  farmer,  who  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord  did  solemnly  declare  (such 
declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahama  Islajids  made  for 
substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases)  in  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say : — 

I  reside  at  James's  Point,  a  settlement  on  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  said 
Bahama  Islands.  I  am  a  farmer,  but  occasionally  go  to  sea.  The  settlement  of  James's 
Point  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  south  by  the  sea,  being  about  two  miles  in  width,  that 
is  from  the  north  to  the  south. 

On  Saturday  morning  past,  the  30th  day  of  May  last,  I  left  my  residence  at  James's 
Point  in  my  boat  on  the  south  side  of  the  settlement  for  the  purpose  of  fishing; 
Thomas  Mackey,  a  resident  of  the  said  settlement,  went  with  me.  After  fishing  for 
some  time  we  started  on  our  return  home.  When  we  were  about  a  mile  from  the 
settlement  I  heard  the  reports  of  several  heavy  guns,  the  same  seeming  to  be  fired 
from  a  north-easterly  direction.  When  about  200  yards  from  the  place  where  I  intended 
to  land  in  order  to  proceed  to  my  house,  I  heard  the  report  of  a  gun,  and  about  fire 
or  six  seconds  after  a  cannon-shot  went  past  the  boat  in  which  we  were,  and  fell  in 
the  water,  having  come  across  the  land  in  a  northerly  direction,  about  thirty  yards  from 
a  boat  in  which  one  Theodore  Cuvillier  of  the  same  settlement  was. 

I  landed  at  the  settlement  about  three  o'clock  on  this  day,  Saturday  the  30th,  and 
on  landing  was  informed  that  a  steamer  was  on  shore  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
settlement.  Upon  hearing  this  I  climbed  to  the  roof  of  my  house,  which  is  about  thirty- 
five  feet  from  the  ground,  and  on  looking  across  the  land  to  the  northern  side  of  the 
settlement,  I  saw  two  steamers,  one  of  them  being  ashore  on  a  reef  a  few  hundred  yards 
from  the  shore,  and  the  other  lying-to  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  one  on  shore, 
with  an  American  flag  flying  from  her  main  peak.     The  steamer  on  shore  had  no  flag 

flying-  .. 

I  then  came  down  from  the  roof  of  my  house,  and  proceeded,  in  company  witli 
several  others,  to  the  beach  on  the  northern  side  of  the  settlement,  where  I  found  tfo 
ladies  and  several  gentlemen,  who  had  just  landed  from  the  steamer  on  shore  on  the 
reef.     The  captain,  mates,  and  crew  of  the  said  steamer  landed  while  I  was  there. 

After  I  had  been  on  the  beach  about  two  hours,  two  boats  put  off  from  the  steams 
with  the  American  flag  flying,  and  came  to  the  steamer  on  shore,  rowed  around  her,  and 
then  returned.  Both  of  these  boats  had  American  flags  in  their  stems.  An  officer  was 
in  each  boat,  having  gold  lace  on  his  cap  and  gold  buttons  on  his  coat.  There  were  gnns 
on  board  of  the  steamer  with  the  American  flag  flying.  I  could  see  them  run  out 
through  the  port-holes  in  her  side.  I  could  plainly  see  the  men  moving  about  her  decks. 
I  should  say  she  was  about  600  or  800  yards  from  the  shore.  She  remained  in  the 
position  and  place  that  I  have  described  until  dark.     T  did  not  notice  when  she  left. 

his 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  M  HANNA. 

Declared  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  Oemond  D.  Malcolm,  Notary  Public. 
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Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  I,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  Notary 
Public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising 
in  the  City  of  Nassau  in  the  said  Island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
annexed  paper  writing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  notarial  declaration  made  before  me  by 
William  Hanna,  therein  named,  of  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  as  the  same  appears  of 
record  in  my  notarial  register,  Book  A,  pages  9  to  12.  l^'^i^fulB 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  notarial  the];6th^  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863. 

(Signed)  Obmond  D.  Malcolm,  Notary  Public. 


Inclosure  8  in  No.  8. 
Declaration  of  Charles  Rutledge  Burnside. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

BE  it  remembered  that,  on  this  10th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1803^ 
personally  came  and  appeared  before  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  Notary  Public,  by 
lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  the  city 
of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence  aforesaid,  Charles  Rutledge  Burnside,  of  the 
city  of  Nassau,  in  the  said  Island  of  New  Providence,  gentleman,  who  of  his  own  free 
will  and  accord  did  solemnly  declare  (such  declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
laws  of  the  Bahama  Islands  for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain 
cases)  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say : — 

That  he,  the  declarant,  was,  on  the  4th  day  of  June  instant,  at  a  town  on  the  Island 
of  Eleuthera,  known  as  "James'  Cistern,"  in  the  the  vicinity  of  James'  Point. 

That  he,  the  declarant,  had  heard  that  shot  and  shell,  thrown  from  a  vessel  of  war  on 
the  north  side  of  the  island,  had  struck  the  ground  near  to  the  town,  and  Samuel  Mackey, 
a  resident  of  the  town,  pointed  out  to  him,  at  a  distance  of  about  200  yards  from  the 
dwelling-houses  in  the  town,  trees  which  had  been  destroyed,  and  the  marks  on  the  earth 
and  stones  caused  by  the  missiles  which  had  struck  them ;  that  the  declarant,  whilst 
inspecting  the  spots  pointed  out  by  the  Samuel  Mackey,  picked  up  the  smaller  of  the  two 
pieces  of  shell  hereto  attached,  and  Samuel  Mackey  also  picked  up  in  the  presence  of  this 
declarant  the  other  piece. 

That  both  of  such  pieces  remained  in  the  possession  of  this  declarant,  and  were  by 
him  delivered  to  the  Notary  Public  to  be  attached  to  this  declaration,  which  he,  the 
Notary,  has  done  in  declarant's  presence. 

(Signed)  C.  R.  BURNSIDE: 

Declared  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  Ormond  D.  Malcolm,  Notary  Public. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

To  all  to  whom,  these  presents  shall  come  I,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  Notary  Public, 
by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  the 
city  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  annexed 
paper  writing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  notarial  declaration  made  before  me  by  Charles  Rutledge 
Burnside  therein  named,  of  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  as  the  same  appears  of  record 
in  my  Notarial  Register,  book  A,  pages  24  and  25. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  notarial  the  10th  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863. 

(Signed)  Ormond  D.  Malcolm,  Notary  Public. 


Inclosure  9  in  No.  8. 
Declaration  of  Samuel  Mackey. 


Bahama  Islands,  Eleuthera. 

BE  it  remembered  that  on  this  4th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863, 
personally  canae  and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  Notary  Public,  by 
lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  ^  the 
city  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  Islands, 
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Samuel  Mackey^  of  James'  Pointy  in  the  Island  of  Elenthera,  one  of  the  taid  Bahama 
Islands^  planter,  who  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord  did  solemnly  declare  (sach  decla- 
ration being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  BiUiama  Islfljuls  made  for  sabsti- 
tuting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases)  in  manner  following  (tW  is  to 
say):— 

I  am  a  planter,  and  reside  at  James'  Point,  in  the  Island  of  Eleutiiera,  one  of  tiie 
Bahama  Islands.  On  Saturday,  the  SOth  day  of  May  last  past,  I  was  out  fishing  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  settlement.  The  settlement  is  about  two  miles  wide  from  north  to 
south.  While  out  fishing  I  heard  the  reports  of  seyeral  heavy  guns  from  the  north-east. 
On  returning  to  the  shore,  being  about  three  yards  from  it^  I  heard  the  rQK>rt  of  a  gon, 
and  saw  a  cannon-ball  fall  on  the  land  in  the  middle  of  the  settlement  where  the  houses 
are  built.     I  found  a  portion  of  the  shot  to-day  in  the  place  where  I  saw  it  £ei1L 

his 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  M  MACKET. 

mark. 

Declared  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  Ormond  D.  Malcolm,  Notary  Public. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  I,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  Ifotary 
Public,  by  lawfril  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practisiiig 
in  the  city  of  iN'assau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby  certify  that  lie 
annexed  paper  writing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  notarial  declaration  made  before  me  by  Samuel 
Mackey,  therein  named,  of  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  as  the  same  appears  of  record  in  my 
Notarial  Eegister,  Book  A,  pages  20  and  21. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  notarial,  the  6th  daj  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863. 

(Signed)  Ormond  D.  Malcolbi,  Notary  Public. 


Indosure  10  in  No.  8. 
Declaration  of  Laurence.  Thiescelin  and  Laurcel  Thiescelin. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

KNOW  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  11th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  onr 
Lord  1863,  before  me,  Bruce  Lockhart  Bumside,  a  Notary  Public,  by  lafwul  authority 
appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
Island  of  New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  I^urence  Thiescelin,  at  present 
of  the  Jsland  of  New  Providence,  gentleman,  and  Laurcel.  Thiescelin,  at  present  of  the 
Island  of  New  Providence,  single  woman,  who  did  solemnly  declare,  such  declaration 
being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declaration  in 
lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases : 

That  these  declarants  are  subjects  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  Napoleon  UI,  Bn^r 
of  the  French,  and  are  natives  of  the  city  of  Paris  in  the  Empire  of  France,  but  for  some 
years  past  have  resided  at  Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  one  of  the  States  of  America 
known  as  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

That  they  sailed  in  and  on  board  of  the  Confederate  merchant  steamrfih^ 
"  Margaret  and  Jessie,''  on  Wednesday  the  27th  day  of  May  last  past  from  ChadesteBi 
South  Carolina,  as  passengers  for  Nassau,  on  their  way  to  France. 

That  on  Saturday  morning,  about  10  o'clock,  a  vessel  of  war  gave  chase  to  the 
"Margaret  and  Jessie,"  and  continued  to  chase  until  about  12  o'clock,  when  the 
"Margaret  and  Jessie"  had  been  brought  to  about  five  miles  distant  from  the  land  of 
Eleuthera,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England ;  the  war  vessel 
was  then  astern  of  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie  "  about  four  miles,  and  commenced  to  to 
shot  and  shell  at  her. 

That  the  war-vessel  continued  to  chase  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie,''  and  to  fire  shot 
and  shell  at  her  incessantly,  imtil  the  latter  vessel  was  taken  within  300  or  400  yards  of 
the  shore  of  the  Island  of  Eleuthera  aforesaid,  the  war-vessel  coming  in  to  the  same  shore 
within  the  distance  of  one  mile,  and  coasting  along  with  the  "Margaret  and  Jesstfj 
and  discharging  shot  and  shell  at  her,  many  of  which  these  declarants  saw  strfte  tiie  land 
of  Elei*thera.  Tha-t.dumng  all  the  time  bdfbre  referred  to,  these  declarants  r^^^^ 
on  deck,  but  the  danger  to  life  on  board  of  the  "Margaret  and  Jessie  "  being  very  ff^ 
from,  the.  constant  discharge  of  shell  and  other  missiles  which  fell  thickly  around  h»Tr9m 
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it  being  evident  that  the  intention  of  the  parties  on  board  the  war-vessel  was  to  kill  and 
murder  the  persons  then  on  board  the  '^  Margaret  and  Jessie,"*  they  the  declarants^ 
Laurence  Thiescelin  and  Laurcel  Thiescelin,  were  persuaded  by  the  male  passengers  who 
were  with  them  in  the  ^^  Margaret  and  Jessie ''  to  take  refuge  in  the  cabin. 

That  at  the  time  the  said  Laurence  Thiescelin  and  Laurcel  Thiescelin  left  the  deck 
and  went  to  the  cabin,  the  said  steam-ship  "  Margaret  and  Jessie  "  was  not  over  400  yards 
from  the  beach,  and  the  war-vessel  was  not  a  mile  distant  from  the  '^Margaret  and 
Jessie/'  That  after  these  declarants  went  into  the  cabin  the  ship  struck  several  times 
on  the  bottom,  and  they  still  heard  the  incessant  discharge  of  cannon  from  the  war- 
vessel. 

That  after  they  had  been  for  some  time  in  the  cabin  a  shot  struck  the  *^  Margaret 
and  Jessie,"  and  almost  immediately  she  ran  upon  the  ground,  and  the  declarants  upon 
going  to  the  deck  found  that  the  ship  was  on  the  ground  not  4C  0  yards  from  the  beach. 

And  these,  declarants  further  declare  that  the  parties  onboard  of  the  ''Margaret 
and  Jessie,'*  fearing  that  she  would  be  boarded  from  the  war-vessel  which  had  then 
anchored  a  short  distance  from  them,  immediately  hastened  to  the  shore,  and  immediately 
after  armed  boats  were  sent  from  the  vessel  of  war,  in  which  were  oflScers'in  the  naval 
uniform  of  the  United  States  of  America,  which  boats  approached  near  to  the  *' Margaret 
and  Jessie,"  rowed  round  her,  and  then  returned  to  their  ship. 

And  these  declarants  lastly  declare  that  they  verily  believe  and  are  convinced  that 
the  intention  of  the  said  parties  on  board  the  said  vessel  of  war  discharging  shot  and 
shell  from  guns  on  board  that  vessel  at  the  '*  Margaret  and  Jessie,"  when  both  such 
vessels  were  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  was  none  other 
than  to  kill  and  murder  the  parties  or  some  of  them  then  being  on  board  the  "  Margaret 
and  Jessie." 

(Signed)  THIESCELIN. 

LATJECEL  THIESOELDf. 

Declared  to  at  Nassau  the  11th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  B.  L.  Burnside,  Notary  Public. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  I,  Bruce  Lockhart  Bumside,  a  Notary 
Public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising 
in  the  city  of  Nassau  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to 
be  a  full,  just,  and  true  copy  of  notarial  declarations  duly  made  before  me  the  said  notary 
by  the  declarants  therein  named<,  as  the  same  remains  of  record  in  my  official  record  book, 
pages  148  to  152. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hove  hereunto  set  my  hand  fixed  my  seal  of  office  at  Nassan, 
this  11th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 

(Signed)  B.  L.^  Burnside^  Notary  Public. 


Inclosure  11  in  No.  8. 
Declaration  of  Fenn  Peck  and  M.  M.  Kerr. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

KNOW  aU  men  by  these  presents  that  on  this  8th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1863,  before  me,  Bruce  Lockhart  Burnside,  Notary  Public,  by  lawftd  authority 
appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
Island  of  New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared,  Fenn  Peck,  at  present  of  the 
Island  of  New  Providence,  manter  mariner  and  Matthew  Morris  Kerr,  also  at  present  of 
the  Island  of  New  Providence,  merchant,  who  did  solemnly  declare  that  such  declaration 
being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas,  for  substituting  a  declaration  in 
lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases. 

That  they  sailed  as  passengers  on  board  the  steams-ship  ''Margaret  and  Jessie,"  from 
Charleston,  on  the  27th  of  May  last,  bound  to  Nassau. 

That  on  Saturday  morning,  when  about  25  miles  from  the  mainland  of  Eleuthera^ 
one  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  a  vessel  of  war  gave  chase  to  them,  but  that  as  the  ''Margaret 
and  Jessie  "  was  put  at  frdl  speed  for  the  land,  the  pursuing  vessel  did  not  gain  upon  her 
until  about  noon ;  the  "Margaret  and  Jessie^  was  then  distant  fr'om  Eleuthera  about 
five  miles,  and  the  war  vessel  astern  of  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie  "  about  four  miles.  She 
opened  fixe  upon  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie,"  but  at  first  the  shot  fell  short,  but  as  the 
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** Margaret  and  Jessie"  nearer  the  land  and  became  hemmed  in  by  it,  the  shot  from  the 
war  vessel,  which  had  gradually  nearer  tie  "  Margaret  and  Jessie,"  fell  thickly  aromdher- 
that  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie  "  was  tlien  ta  ken  to  within  400  yards  of  the  shore' 
notwithstanding  which  the  war  vessel,  which  had  now  approached  to  within  a  mile  of  her 
continuing  to  pour  shot  and  shell  and  what  appeared  to  be  grape  and  cannister  into  the 
^  Margaret  and  Jessie." 

That  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie  "  continued  at  such  distance  of  400  yards  for  a  period 
of  an  hour  and  a  half  at  the  very  least,  during  all  which  time  the  war  vessel,  which  was 
not  at  any  time  a  mile  distant,  continued  incessantly  discharging  shot,  shell,  and  what 
appeared  to  be  grape  and  cannister  at  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie." 

That  during  this  latter  time  the  •^  Margaret  and  Jessie  '*  frequently  took  the  ground 
nntil  a  spherical  seven-inch  shot  struck  her  which  disabled  her,  caused  her  inmiediately  to 
take  the  ground,  fill  with  water  and  sink,  she  then  being  not  400  yards  from  the  beach, 
so  near  in  fact  that  persons  on  the  beach  could  converse  with  persons  on  board  the  said 
vessel. 

That  so  soon  as  this  occurred  the  vessel  of  war,  which  was  at  this  time  coasting  along 
with  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie,"  headed  to  sea,  and  having  steamed  out  for  a  short  time 
came  to  anchor,  and  the  parties  on  board  the  *' Margaret  and  Jessie,"  observing  that 
boats  were  about  to  be  sent  from  her,  and  fearing  that  although  within  neutral  territory 
they  would  be  made  prisoners,  they  quitted  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie  "  and  landed  on 
the  shore,  and  armed  boats  were  seen  to  quit  the  war  vessel  and  proceed  towards  the 
**  Margaret  and  Jessie. 

Tliat  the  said  declarant  Fenn  Peck  found  that  only  eight  minutes  and  a  half  elapsed 
from  the  time  these  armed  boats  quitted  the  war  vessel  untU  they  arrived  at  the  "Margaret 
and  Jessie,"  and  that  in  these  boats  were  officers  dressed  in  the  uniform  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  having  rowed  round  the  *^  Margaret  and  Jessie"  they 
returned  to  the  vessel  of  war,  which  remained  at  anchor  until  dark,  after  which  she  was 
no  more  seen. 

(Signed)  ¥EKS  PECK. 

M.  M.  KEER. 

Declared  to  at  Nassau  this  8th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  B.  L.  Bubnside,  Notary  Pvblic. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

TO  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  I,  Bruce  Lockhart  Bumside,  a  Notary 
Public,  by  lawftd  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in 
the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to 
be  a  full,  just,  and  true  copy  of  notarial  declarations  duly  made  before  me  the  Undersigned 
Notary  Public,  by  the  declarants  their  named,  as  the  same  remains  of  record  in  my 
official  record  book  from  page  166  to  169. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office  at  Nassau, 
in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  this  9th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  B.  L.  Bubnside,  Notary  Public. 


Inclosure  12  in  No.  8. 
Declarations  of  Daniel  Trigg  and  H.  B.  Littlepage. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

ELNOW  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  6th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  om 
Lord  1863,  before  me  Bruce  Lockhart  Bumside,  a  Notary  Public  by  lawful  authori^ 
appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  the  City  of  Nassau  in 
the  Island  of  New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  Daniel  Trigg  and  Hardin 
B.  Littlepage,  at  present  of  the  City  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence, 
gentlemen,  who  did  solemnly  declare,  such  declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
Bahamas  for  substitu'^5'"<r  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — 

That  they  the  ucc.arants  were  passengers  on  board  the  steam-ship  "Margaret 
and  Jessie,"  which  sailed  from  the  port  of  Charleston  on  the  27th  day  of  May  last  bound 
for  this  port  of  Nassau. 

That  having  heard  read  over  to  them  the  declaration  of  Robert  C.  Fonte,  they  can 
personally  testify  that  everything  therein  contained  is  just  and  true,  these  declarants 
having  been  eye-witnesses  to  all  the  occurrences  therein  detailed  and  set  forth,  with  tn^ 
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exception  of  the  officers  in  the  boats  being  in  the  uniform  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  which  the  said  Daniel  Trigg  did  not  himself  see. 

(Signed)  DANIEL  TRIGG. 

H.  B.  LITTLEPAGB. 
Declared  to  at  Nassau,  this  6th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  B.  L.  Burnside,  Notary  Public. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  I,  Bruce  Lockhart  Bumside,  a  Notary 
Public  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in 
the  City  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to 
be  a  full,  just,  and  true  copy  of  notarial  declarations  duly  made  before  me,  the  undersigned 
Notary  Public,  by  the  declarants  therein-named,  as  the  same  remains  of  record  in  my 
official  Record  Book  from  page  163  to  166. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  fixed  my  seal  of  office  at 
N"assau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  this  10th  day  of  June,  a.d.  1863. 
(Signed)  B.  L.  Burnside,  Notary  Public. 


No.  9. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office^  July  18,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledjge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant, 
inclosing  a  list  of  vessels  which  had  arrived  at  Nassau  from  American  blockaded  ports 
from  the  18th  of  July,  1862,  to  the  2nd  of  June,  1863. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


No.  10. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  July  18,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant, 
inclosing  twelve  affidavits  made  by  passengers  on  board  the  steamer  **  Margaret  and 
Jessie,*'  respecting  the  sinking  of  that  vessel  by  a  shot  from  a  United  States'  man-of-war, 
and  I  beg  leave  to  thank  you  for  the  conmiunication  of  these  papers. 

I  am,  &c 
(Signed)  EUSSELL. 


No.  11. 

Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  July  21.) 

My  Lord,  24,  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square^  July  21,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  have  received  to-day  a  despatch 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Eichmond,  dated  the  12th  of  June  ultimo,  in  which  I  am 
advised  that  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  has  been  informed  by  Mr.  Moore, 
late  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Richmond,  of  the  receipt  by  him  of  despatches  from  your 
Lordship,  stating  that  the  prisoner  Hester,  charged  with  murder  at  Gibraltar,  on  board 
the  Confederate  steamer  "Sumter,"  had  been  sent  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Bhip 
"  Shannon,"  leaving  Gibraltar  on  the  6th  of  May  last,  to  Bermuda. 
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That  the  consent  of  the  United  States'  Government  would  be  asked  for  the  passage 
through  the  blockade  of  the  ship  having  the  prisoner  on  board ;  and  asking  that  arrange- 
ments dionld  be  nade  bj  the  Confedemte  authorities  to  receive  him^  at  whatever  port  tilie 
ship  con^mying  him  migbt  arrive. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Stecretary  of  State  to  infonn  your  Lordship  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  States  would  be  prepared  to  receive  the  prisoner  at  any  port  of 
the  Confederacy  where  he  may  be  delivered  up ;  and  that  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  consent  to  the  passage  of  the  '' Shannon'*  through  the 
blockade,  a  naval  officer  of  the  Confederacy  would  be  sent  to  Bermu(hi^  with,  aotheriij  to 
reeeive  the  prisoner,  and  to  bring  him  into  one  of  its  ports  in  a  vessel  <rf  the  Confederate 
Gofenanent. 

I  am  further  instructed  to  renew  to  vour  Lordddp,  as  BCer  Majesfty's  Seezeiarj  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  the  expres»on  or  ihe  thanks  of  the  Confederate  GovenuBent 
for  yom*  Lordship's  considattte  attention  in  the  matter. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  inform  your  Lordship,  thai  I  have  reoei^fedy  «^  tlte 
same  time  with  the  foregoing,  the  despatch  ef  the  6th  of  June  ultimo,  of  which  I  had  the 
honour  recently  since  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  an  unofficial  printed  copy  ;  ajHJ^  sim 
a  further  despatch,  dated  on  the  11th  of  June  ultimo,  concerning  the  case  of  Mr.  Cri(Uand, 
representing  himself  as  "  Acting  English  Consul"  at  Mobile,  Alabama ;  of  which,  together 
with  that  of  the  6th  of  June,  I  am  instructed  to  communicate  copies  to  your  Lordship^ 
which  I  shall  do  as  soon  as  the  copies  can  be  prepared. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)         '  J.  M.  MASON 


No.  12. 

Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  RusselL-^^Received  Juhf  24.) 

My  Lord,  24,  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square,  July  24,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  a  copy  of  the  despatch 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  to  me,  dated  the  11th  June 
ultimo,  with  copies  of  the  documents  accompanying  it. 

The  instructions  of  the  Secretary  to  me  being  confined  to  the  duty  of  furnishing  this 
copy  to  your  Lordship,  I  refrain  from  any  further  act  than  to  say,  should  it  be  the  desire 
of  tie  Government  of  Her  Majesty  to  express  any  views  on  the  matter  contained  therein, 
I  will  be  happy  in  being  the  medium  of  communicating  them  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
at  Eichmond. 

I  have  ^^c 
(Signed)         '  J.  M.  MASON. 


Inclosure  in  No.  12. 

Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Mason,  June  11,  1863. 

[See  "  North  America,  No.  13  (1864),'^  p.  25.J 


Annexes. 


{JL^Extr^ctfrom  the  '""mchmond  WUgT  (fmutS,  1889. 

loKBiQs:  CoNSiDifi.'— MR.  CBIDLAND;  for  some  yea»  past  Her  Brittanvr  M^psty^ 
UnrCSooisuI  at  Siehmond,  is  about  to  leave  this  aity  for  Mobile,  having;  m  his:  podboi 
tfaa  coonmBsion  of  fuU  Consul.  So  nms  a  comiaoa  report,  whi^  hnr  noft  jet  ^bmk 
denied. 
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Mr.  C's  promotion  will  give  great  pleasure  to  his  numerous  friends  in  this  city, 
where  he  is  sincerely  respected  and  warmly  esteemed.  But  he  is  accredited  to  Mr.  Lincoln, 
not  to  Mr.  Davis,  and  his  credentials  bear  recent  date.  This  intelligence,  so  long  as  it 
remains  uncontradicted,  will  not  give  pleasure  to  any  one  in  the  South.  To  be  sure,  we 
know  that  we  have  no  national  existence  outside  of  our  own  fond  imaginations,  and  thai  in 
the  eyes  of  Great  Britain  we  are  still  part  and  parcel  of  the  United  States,  and  destined, 
for  all  she  cares,  so  to  remain  for  ever.  We  know,  further,  that  sundry  private  citiaeaaa 
of  the  South,  nicknamed  Ministers,  are  cooling  their  heels  to  no  earthly  pntrpo^  in  the 
ante-chambers  of  St.  James  and  the  Tufleries,  and  this  useless  refiigeratian  of  the  osac 
ealcis  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  has  been  going  on  for  above  a  year,  ^or  SLve  we 
ignorant  that  some  remote  intimations  of  these  things  have  reached  the  ^^  so-called 
Confederate  Government "  without  exciting  the  least  stir  or  movement  on  the  pairt  af  the 
*' so-called.*' 

Knowing  all  this,  our  duty  as  good  citizens  and  believers  in  that  sound  poUticai 
dogma,  ^Hhe  Government  is  in  the  possession  of  facts,**  is  to  imitate  the  ^^  so-called,"  aad 
make  no  stir.    Accordingly  we  make  none. 

Nevertheless,  the  creation  at  this  late  day  of  a  Lincoln  Oonsol  at  Mobile  by  the 
English  Secretary  o£  Foreign  Affairs,  and  the  acceptance  of  such  a  commission  by  that 
Consul,  may  well  excuse,  if  it  does  not  excite,  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Southern 
people  to  take  the  liberty  of  making  a  remark.  There  is  a  certain  newness  about  the 
thing,  ^ich  might,  under  other  circumstances,  occasion  surprise ;  and,  so  to  speak,  s 
rawness  in  the  matter  that  might,  in  ordinary  times,  produce  a  ^nsation  bordering  on 
the  disagreeable.  But  these  contingencies  are  remote.  We  are  quite  sure  that  there  is 
not  a  man  in  the  Confederacy  who  feels  the  slightest  inclination  to  make  any  remark 
until  the  war  is  over,  and  the  public  -as  well  as  the  '^  so-called  Confederate  Government " 
is  in  possession  of  those  awful  facts  on  which  the  unofficial  mind  would  be  justified  in 
basing  an  opinion,  and  in  the  absence  of  iribich  the  private  citizen  is  dutifully  and 
reverently  dumb. 

So  far  as  Mr.  Cridland  is  ^oneermed  the  statemttts  jmnie  above  may  be  unfounded. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  it — if  gladness  be  compatible  with  good  citizenship  and  the 
facts  possessed  by  tiie  '^  Bo«called." 

It  is  possible,  thoi^h  not  probable,  thai  tJkere  are  no  British  Consuls  aecreditedf  to 
Ubie  United  Staies  in  this  Coniedetucy  or  else^wbere*  If  such  be  the  fisbct,  we  ma^ 
venture  to  be  agreeably  surprised,  so  soon  as  the  war  terminates,  and  the  mjvsteriona 
possessions  of  the  ^«o-ca]led  *'  are  goierally  distrihated.  Pending  the  war,  however,  vm 
sliail  esteem  it  a  gMat  privilege  to  be  permitted  by  the  ^^so-^^ed**  to  be  as  iiidiff«»ent 
to  the  dignity  iml  honour  of  the  country  as  we  «re  ]giioi»mt  of  the  appalliiqg  facts  an 
possession  of  the  aforesaid  ^  se^^called." 


(B.)— Extract  from  the  ""  Richmond  Whig''  of  May  19,  1863. 

Mr.  Cridland. — ^WE  deare  to  correct  the  report  mentioned  by  us  yesterday  in 
connection  with  this  gentleman,  so  far  as  to  state  that  he  goes  to  Mobile  without  commis- 
sion from  the  Queen  or  exequatur  from  Washington,  but  simply  at  the  request  or  order 
of  Lord  Lyons,  to  look  after  British  interests  in  that  quarter  in  an  vnoffioid  ^way.  Of 
this  we  are  assured  l)y  Mr.  C.  himself,  who  leaves  ttie  city  this  morning.  In  the  Kiiiipactty 
in  which  he  goes,  he  will,  we  are  sure,  receive  from  the  hospitable  and  polished  peepte  frf 
Mobile  Hie  consideration  and  coizrtesy  to  which  he  is  entitled. 


(C.) — Admiral  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Mallory. 

(Telegraphic.)  Mobile,  June  4,  1863. 

THE  French  Consul,  M.  Portz,  has,  in  his  official  capacity  as  Acting  English  Consul, 
introduced  me  to  Mr.  Cridlai^,  who  has  shown  me  an  official  aocument,  signed  by  Lyons, 
appointing  him  the  Acting  English  Consul  at  Mobile.  Am  I  to  recognize  him  aa 
such? 
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26 
(D.)—Mr.  Walih  to  Mr.  Magee. 

Dear  Sir,  Bank  of  Mobile,  Mobile,  November  11, 1862. 

THE  State  of  Alabama  is  very  anxious  to  insure  to  its  creditors  their  dues  to  ik 
utmost  fraction^  notwithstanding  the  obstacles  now  thrown  in  the  way  of  United  States' 
Goyemment  to  prevent  creditors  in  the  Confederate  States  from  meeting  their 
obligations. 

This  State  will  owe,  the  coming  year,  in  payment  of  its  interest  coupons,  in 
bonds  due  British  subjects,  some  40,000/.  sterling,  which  coupons  are  payable  at  the 
Union  Bank  and  at  the  counting-house  of  the  Messrs.  Rothschild,  in  London.  The 
State  is  not  only  anxious,  but  determined,  if  possible,  to  continue  to  protect  its  credit, 
and  promptly  meet  its  obligations  as  heretofore ;  also  to  fulfil  strictly  its  promises  to  its 
foreign  creditors,  both  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  its  dues  as  well  as  its  promised  places 
of  payment.  With  this  view,  will  you  allow  me  to  invoke  your  kind  aid,  in  behalf  of  the 
State,  and  this  bank,  which  has  acted  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  State,  for  many  years 
past,  in  the  payment  of  its  foreign  interests,  to  fulfil  its  obligations,  which  is  of  the 
utmost  importance,  in  every  point  of  view,  both  to  the  State  of  Alabama  and  its  foreign 
creditors.  I  have  now  to  ask  the  favour  of  your  ascertaining  from  the  British  Minister  at 
Washington  (or  through  any  other  channel)  if  this  bank  can  be  allowed  to  place  in  your 
hands  the  sum  necessary,  in  coin,  for  transmission  to  England  by  the  first  favourable 
opportunity,  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  for  the  purpose  memtioned.  I  must  ask  you, 
kindly,  to  give  me  as  early  a  reply  to  this  communication  as  your  convenience  will 
permit. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  OHAELES  WALSH, 


(E.)—Mr.  Magee  to  Mr.  Wal$h. 


Sir,  Mobile,  November  14, 1862. 

TOUR  favour  of  the  11th  current  duly  received,  and  referring  to  its  contents  I  b^ 
leave  to  inform  you  that  I  sent  yesterday  by  an  opportunity  to  New  Orleans,  a  despatcl 
to  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consid  there  stating  the  gist  of  your  desire,  and  asked  if 
Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Rinaldo,"  Captain  Hewett,  now  at  Few  Orleans,  could  not  be  sent 
to  this  place  in  order  to  receive  from  you  the  specie,  take  it  hence  to  Havana,  and 
allow  the  Consul-General  of  Great  Britain  to  forward  it  per  steamer  to  London. 

Tf  I  fail  here,  I  will  invoke  the  aid  of  Lord  Lyons  at  Washington. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  JAMES  MAGEE 


(F.)— Mr.  Walsh  to  Mr.  Magee. 


I  DO  hereby  certify  that  the  thirty-one  kegs  of  specie,  n:iarked  B.M.,  containii? 
each  6,000  dollars,  together  165,000  dollws  handed  over  to  you  by  this  institution  to 
the  purpose  of  having  the  same  delivered  to  H.  Bell,  Consul-General  at  Havana,  aai 
to  be  transmitted  thence  to  England  to  the  consignment  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Londoo, 
by  the  British  mail-steamer,  is  for  the  purpose  of  paying  dues  to  British  subjects  fef 
the  State  of  Alabama,  and  is  the  property  and  belongs  to  the  subjects  of  Her  Brita* 
Majesty. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

i(Signed)  CHARLES  WAI^ 


(G.) — Mr.  Walsh  to  Mr.  Scrimgeour. 


Dear  Sir,  Mobile,  January  3>  1863. 

THIS  institution  deposited  in  the  French  Consul's  hands,  for  safe  keeping,  in  IW 
last,  thirty-one  kegs  of  specie,  containing  each  5,000  Mexican  dollars,  *^S^ 
165,000  dollars,  appropriated  by  the  State  of  Alabama  to  pay  the  British  and  otW 
foreign  holders  of  State  bonds,  the  interest  due  on  sums  as  follows : 
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£      s.    d, 

1863.  June  1  ..      7»380  17     7.     Payable  at  Union  Bank. 
July  1              . .              . .              . .      3,215  1 1     9.     Ditto. 

July  1  . .  . .  . .  465  17  3.  Payable  at  Messrs.  Rothschild's. 

1864.  January  1  ..  3,215  11  9.  Payable  at  the  Union  Bank. 
January  1  ..  ..  ..  465  17  3.  Payable  at  Messrs.  Rothschild's. 

June  1  . .  . .  .  •  9,380  17  7.  Payable  at  the  Union  Bank. 

July  1  ..  ..  ..  3,215  11  9.  Ditto. 

July  1  . .  . .  . .         465  17     3.     Payable  at  Messrs.  Rothschild's. 

29,806     2     2 

The  arrival  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  *^  Vesuvius,"  Lieutenant  Crooke,  affords 
the  opportunity  of  sending  this  forward ;  and  the  said  specie  has  been  turned  over  to 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Acting  Consul  here,  James  Magee,  Esq.,  who  has  shipped  it  by 
the  said  vessel  to  James  G.  Crawford,  Esq.,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul-General  at 
Havana^  and  who  is  requested  to  ship  the  same,  by  the  British  mail-steamer,  to  your 
consignment,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  it  over  to  the  parties  holding  the  said  interest 
coupons  under  such  arrangements  as  have  heretofore  existed  with  you  by  this  bank. 

The  charges  for  freight  from  this  port,  and  all  expenses  belonging  thereto,  you  will 
please  pay  to  the  debit  of  this  bank. 

I  remain,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  WALSH. 

B.M.,  thirty-one  kegs  specie,  6,000  dollars  each,  together  166,000  dollars. 


(^.y-^-Ckimmander  Hitchcock  to  Mr.  Magee. 


Sir,  ♦  "  Susquehanna^^  Pensacola  Bay,  April  8,  1863. 

YOUR  communication  of  the  4th  instant  has  this  moment  been  received  by  flag  of 
truce.  In  relation  to  your  connection  with  the  transaction  of  shipping  specie  from  Mobile 
I  know  very  little.  The  Commander  of  the  ^^  Vesuvius  "  told  me  he  came  to  transact 
Government  business  with  the  British  Consul,  and  that  he  believed  he  (the  Consul)  had 
some  money  to  send  by  him.  To  which  I  replied,  '*  We  cannot  examine  an  English 
man-of-war ;  we  trust  all  you  do  will  be  right  and  proper.  You  could  go  up  to  the  city, 
if  you  wished,  where  we  do  not  go."    Further  than  this  I  have  no  knowledge. 

Very  respectfiilly, 
(Signed)  N.  B.  HITCHCOCK. 


(I.) — Circular  to  Consuls  and  Consular  Agents. 

Sir,  Department  of  State,  Richmond,  June  10,  1863. 

IT  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  President  has  determined  to  permit 
no  direct  conmiunication  between  Consuls  or  Consular  Agents  of  foreign  countries 
residing  within  the  Confederacy,  and  the  functionaries  of  such  foreign  Governments 
residing  in  the  enemy's  lines.  The  passage,  in  future,  of  Consular  couriers,  messengers, 
or  of  Consuls  or  Consular  Agents  themselves,  through  the  Confederate  lines  to  the  enemy 
is  accordingly  prohibited,  and  foreign  officials  wiU  be  allowed  to  communicate  with  their 
Governments  only  directly,  or  through  neutral  countries. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  P.  BENJAMIN. 


No.  13. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Sir,  Foreign  Ojffice,  July  26,  1868. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant, 
in  which  you  inform  me  with  reference  to  the  case  of  the  officer  charged  with  murder  on 
board  the  ''Sumter,'^  at  Gibraltar,  that  the  Confederate  Government  would  be  prepared 
to  receive  the  prisoner  at  any  one  of  the  Southern  ports  where  he  might  be  delivered  up, 
and  that  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  United  States*  Government  to  consent 
to  the  passage  of  the  '^Shannon"  through  the  blockade,  a  naval  officer  of  the  Confederacy 
would  be  sent  to  Bermuda,  with  authority  to  receive  the  prisoner,  and  to  bring  him  into 
one  of  its  ports  in  a  vessel  of  the  Confederate  Government. 
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I  have  the  honour  to  state  to  joa  in  reply,  that  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  W^ash- 
ington  was  not  able  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  United  States'  Government  to  the 
passage  of  the  '^  Shannon"  through  the  blockade  for  the  purpose  above-mentioned,  and 
that  Her  Majesty's  Govemmeiit  having  been  advised  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
that  the  prisoner  was  a  person  over  whom  no  British  Court  had  jurisdidwn,  came  reluc- 
tantly to  the  conclusion  that  he  ought  not  to  be  detained  in  custody  by  any  British 
authority  longer  than  might  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  him  on 
shore. 

Orders  were  accordingly,  about  a  fortnight  back,  given  to  that  effect  to  the  Governor 
^  Beimuda,  and  to  the  British  Admiral  on  the  ^orth  American  station,  and  Mr.  Consul 
Mootre  would  have  been  instructed  in  due  coarse  to  communicate  this  result  to  the 
authorities  at  Bichmond  had  he  not  been  obliged  to  quit  that  city  under  the  citcum- 
atanees  to  whidi  you  re&r  in  the  coachiding  portion  of  your  letter* 

lam,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 


m.  14. 

Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  RusselL — {Received  July  30«) 

My  Lordy  24,  Upper  Seymour  Street^  Portman  Sqaare,  July  29, 1863. 

AS  promised  in  my  letter  of  the  21st  of  July  instant^  I  have  now  the  honour  to 
communicate  herewith  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  despatch  of  the  6th  of  June 
ultimo,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Confederate  States  to  me,  irith  copies  of  the  documents 
acconmtnying  it.  They  relate  to  the  matter  of  the  dismiflsal  of,  Mr«  Moore,  late  Britidi 
Gottsol  at  RidMaoMl. 

Ihav^^  $cc^ 
(Signed)  J.  U.  .MASON. 


Indosoce  1  in  No*  14. 

Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Mason,  June^,  1863. 

i[See  "North America,  So.  13  (1864),"  pp.  6-8.] 

Indoaiure  2. in.  No.  14. 
tkmsul  Moore  to  3fr.  Benjamin. 

Sir,  ISicJimond,  Pebruofy  \6,t(ffQ» 

I  HAVE  ihfe  honour  to  request  ymr  fevonrable  consideration  of  the  fflWt)iraig 
^naxiiment,  in  so  Far  as  it  regards  British  subjedB. 

I  observe  that  the  Legislature  c^  Mississippi  has  passed  an  Act  to  amend  an  Aet 
entMed  '*  An  Act  to  revise  and  reduce  into  one  the  MiHtia  and  Vohmteer  Ijkwb  of  iJu* 
State."    Section  12  runs  thus : — 

^^Be  it  further  enacted  that  all  white  male  persons  above  the  age  of  18  years  and 
under  the  age  of  60  years,  residing  temporarily  or  permanently  in  this  State,  and 
not  specially  exempted  by  law,  shall  be  liable  to  serve  in  the  Militia  of  this  State." 

Also,  the  following  order  has  appeared  thus : — 

^^  Dq/fortment  of  State,  Richmond. 

"  Head' Quarters,  State  of  Mississippi,  Adjutant  and  Inspector-GenercJ^s 
'*  Office,  Jackson,  January  19,  1863. 

^^  Special  Order,  Nx).. 271. 
^'  Jfaaar-Genaral  T:  C.  Tupper. 

*^  Section  3.  You  will  order  aH  field,  conqtany^  and  ^Btaff  officers^  not  in  actimsepio^ 
and  4i]l  white  males  between  the  ^es  of  18  and  50,  who  are  eith^  ten^Kmiilj^ 

Snnaoienily  residing  in  the  State*  to  be  inchided  in  the  drai^  exc^ such asmnf  bt 
UCf ,  Wid  liave  not  been  dischargied  &Dm  £onsci%>tijim..    AH  those  discharged .fremi^i^ 
service  by  reason  of  surgeon's  certificatos,  togetiier  mik  those  who  -aro  iexeiifi£M)a 
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conscription  by  Act  of  Congress,  are  to  be  included  in  said  draft,  unless  specially  exempt 
by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

"  By  order, 
(Signed)  ''  JOHN  J.  PETTUS, 

^*  Governor  and  Commander "in-^hief. 
(Signed)  *' James  S-  Hamilton,  ♦ 

^^  Adjutant  and  Inspector- General^  State  of  Mississippi.'' 

I  would  therefore  now  crave  your  opinion  as  to  the  construction  of  this  order,  if  1 
am  to  understand  that  any  Act  of  Congress  is  to  be  subservient  to  the  Legislature  of 
Mississippi. 

I  put  this  question  as  a  case  has  arisen  this  morning  claiming  my  interference  to 
protect  a  British  subject,  in  accordance  with  the  Queen's  Proclamation  of  neutrality  from 
enrolment  in  that  State. 

(Signed)    -    '   GEO.  MOORE. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Thomas  Kingsly 
Jones,  a  British  subject,  from  Rankin  county,  Mississippi,  who  according  to  his  own 
statement  has  been  most  harshly  dealt  with,  assaulted,  and  one  eye  injured,  and 
imprisoned  as  a  malefactor  at  Jackson,  in  a  bitterly  cold  prison,  for  resisting  the  con-  • 
scription.  Mr.  Jones  holds  a  certificate  of  British  nationality,  and  he  h^  idrea^ 
rendered  military  service  here,  and  has  been  honourably  discharged;  whose  soldier^ 


discharge  is  on  file  at  my  ofi^ce. 


G.  M. 


Indosve  3  in  No.  14. 
Mr.  Benjamin  to  Consul  Moore. 


Sir,  Department  of  State,  Richmond,  February  20,  1863. 

TOUR  letter  of  16th  instant,  in  relation  to  certain  enactments  and  militaiy  orders 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  has  been  received.  In  that  letter  you  also  make  reference  to 
the  complaint  of  a  British  subject,  alleging  ill-treatment  at  the  hands  of  officers  enforcing 
the  conscript  law  in  Mississippi. 

Before  replying  to  the  subject  matter  of  your  letter  it  is  de^Eied  necessary  t#  inquire 
into  the  extent  of  the  authority  vested  in  ycv  by  Her  Majesty's  Commission  asiher 
Consul  in  Richmond.  The  exequatur  granted  on  that  Commission  by  the  Govemmemt 
of  the  United  States  was  conferred  at  a  date  whesi  that  Grovernment  IumI  the  right  to  act 
in  gaoh  natters  as  the  agent  of  the  Statra  that  have  sioaee  formed  the  Confe^raey,  and 
ibe  exequatur  has  therefore  not  been  qneetiOTied.  It  was  supposed  to  have  reference 
solely  to  Consular  functions  in  Richmond,  or,  at  furthest,  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

As  your  letter,  however,  initiates  a  diplomatic  correspondeDce  with  this  Department 
an  the  subject  of  the  laws  and  regulationa  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  it  becomes 
ueceflBacy  to  request  that  your  Consular  Commission,  as  well  as  any  other  autboiiijr  jfm 
may  have  received  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  Goremment  of  Her  Britannic  Mi^ei^^  be 
offlciailj  snbndrited  to  this  Deparfonent,  in  ordtf  tbift  the  precise  natw e  and  es:tent  of 
your  functions  may  be  ascertained  before  further  correspondence  can  be  held  with  yeos  as 
Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  the  port  of  Richmond. 

I  am^  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  P.  BENJAMIN. 


IndosuM  !)]&  No.  14. 
Mr^  Benjamin  to  Consul  Moore^  June  5, 1863» 
[See ''  North  America^  No.  13  (1864),"  p.  2.] 

IndUnrae  5  in;No^  14. 
Lett&ta-Ptamt.  revoking  Consul  Moore's  Exequatur. 
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Inclosure  6  in  No.  14. 

lAeutenant'Colonel  Edgar  to  Captain  Catlett,  C.8.A. 

Head' Quarters  26th  Virginia  Battalion, 
Captain,  Handley's  Hill,  May  25,  1863. 

TBDEj  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  asking  information  respecting  the 
conscription  of  Nicholas  Maloney  and  Eugene  Farrel  has  been  received,  and  in  reply  1 
submit  the  following : 

Nicholas  Maloney  is  a  native  of  Ireland.  He  does  not  know  exactly  how  long  since 
he  came  from  Ireland  to  this  country.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Greenbrier  County, 
Virginia,  for  eight  years.  He  bought  land  in  said  county,  and  after  the  several  payments 
were  made  he  received  the  deed  for  the  land,  and  that  deed  was  recorded  in  the  Clerk's 
Office  of  Greenbrier  County  three  years  ago.  From  the  time  of  purchase  till  he  was 
conscribed  he  resided  upon  and  cultivated  the  land.  His  family  still  resides  upon  it.  He 
has  also  exercised  the  right  of  suflfrage.  He  was  assigned  (as  a  conscript)  to  this 
battalion  in  December  1862. 

Eugene  Farrel  is  a  native  of  Ireland  :  does  not  know  the  exact  time  when  he  came 
to  this  country.  He  bought  land  in  Fayette  county,  Virginia,  and  after  the  payments  were 
made  he  received  the  deed  for  the  land  ;  thai  deed  was  recorded  in  the  Clerk's  Office  of 
Fayette  County.  He  afterwards  exchanged  his  land  in  Fayette  for  land  in  Greenbrier. 
He  afterwards  sold  one  half  of  his  land  in  Greenbrier  to  his  brother,  and  his  family  still 
resides  upon  the  half  reserved.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Virginia  for  eight  years,  and 
has  exercised  the  right  of  suffrage.  He  was  assigned  to  this  battalion  as  a  conscript 
in  December  1862.  From  time  of  purchase  to  time  of  conscription  he  resided  upon  and 
cultivated  his  land. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

(Signed)  GEO.  M.  EDGAE. 


Inclosure  7  in  No.  14. 
Mr.  Moore  to  Mr.  Caldwell. 


My  dear  Sir,  Richmond,  Virginia,  May  5,  1863. 

I  HAVE  just  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  April,  and  I  have  at  once  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of  Maloney  and  Farrel,  of  which  I  transcribe 
a  copy  herewith. 

I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  dilatory  proceedings^  not  to  make  use  of  any 
harsher  term  ;  however,  I  cannot  help  saying  to  you  unofficially  that  the  apparent  apathj 
and  indifference  with  which  the  "War  Department  seems  to  regard  cases  of  the  moi 
atrocious  cruelty  quite  baffle  all  my  preconceived  opinions  of  my  own  kindred  race. 

I  have  lived  thirty-two  consecutive  years  (from  1826  to  1868)  in  despotic  countries, 
and  I  am  compelled  to  bear  witness  that  I  have  met  in  those  foreign  countries  more 
official  courtesy  and  consideration  from  the  local  authorities  on  my  representation  of 
grievances  than  I  have  met  at  the  hands  of  my  own  blood  and  lineage. 

These  reports,  which  I  am  obliged  to  send  home,  do  not  tend  to  the  consununation 
which  perhaps  some  of  us  desire. 

I  will  say  no  more,  for  it  grieves  me  to  write  this. 

Believe  me,  &c. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  MOORB. 


No.  16. 

Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  July  30.) 

My  Lord,  24,  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square,  July  29,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  letter  of  Julj  25tD 
instant,  in  which  I  am  informed  that  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington  was  not 
able  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  United  States'  Government  to  the  passage  of  the 
"  Shannon"  through  the  blockade,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  over  to  the  authonbes 
of  the  Confederate  States  a  prisoner  charged  with  murder,  committed  on  board  a  Con*^ 
derate  vessel  of  war.     Tour  Lordship  further  informs  me  that  for  reasons  stated  in  ^ 
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letter,  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  reluctantly  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
prisoner  ought  not  to  be  detained  in  custody  by  any  British  authority  longer  than  might 
be  necessary  to  dispose  of  him  on  shore ;  and  that  orders  had  accordingly  been  issued 
to  that  effect  to  the  proper  authorities  at  Bermuda^  and  to  the  British  Admiral  on  the 
North  American  station. 

I  shall  send  a  copy  of  your  Lordship's  letter,  by  the  first  opportunity,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  at  Richmond,  and  can  only  anticipate  the  great  regret  with  which  the  , 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  will  learn  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
deemed  it  proper  to  depart  from  its  original  purpose  in  regard  to  this  prisoner,  as  the 
same  had  been  communicated  to  him,  under  instructions  from  your  Lordship,  by 
Mr«  Moore,  late  British  Consul  at  Richmond. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)         '  J.  M.  MASOIJ. 

No.  16. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr*  Mason. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  August  10,  1863. 

WITH  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo  inclosing  a  list  of  vessels  which 
had  arrived  at  Nassau  from  American  blockaded  ports  from  the  18th  of  April,  1862,  to 
the  2nd  of  June,  1863,  and  to  my  letter  of  acknowledgment  of  the  18th  ultimo,  I  think 
it  right  to  observe  that  Her  Majesty^s  Government  see  no  reason  to  alter  the  opinion  as 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  which  was  conveyed  to  you  in  my  letters  of  the  10th  and 
27th  of  February  last. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

Ko.  17. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  August  19,  1863. 

IN*  reply  to  your  letters  of  the  24th  and  29th  ultimo,  1  have  to  state  to  you  that 
Mr.  Acting  Consul  Magee  failed  in  his  duty  to  Her  Majesty,  by  taking  advantage  of  the 
presence  of  a  ship  of  war  of  Her  Majesty  at  Mobile  to  transmit  specie  to  England.  This 
transaction  had  the  character  in  the  eyes  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  of  aiding  one  of 
the  belligerents  against  the  other. 

Laying  aside,  however,  this  question  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Acting  Consul  Magee,  of 
which  Her  Majesty  is  the  sole  judge,  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  that  the  so-styled 
Confederate  States  are  not  bound  in  any  way  to  recognize  an  autbority  derived  from 
Lord  Lyons,  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washmgton. 

But  it  is  very  desirable  that  persons  authorized  by  Her  Majesty  should  have  the 
means  of  representing  at  Richmond  and  elsewhere  in  the  Confederate  States,  the  interests 
of  British  subjects  who  may  be  in  the  course  of  the  war  ffrievously  wronged  by  the  acts 
of  subordinate  officers.  This  has  been  done  in  other  simuar  cases  of  States  not  recognized 
by  Her  Majesty,  and  it  would  be  in  conformity  with  the  amity  professed  by  the  so-styled 
Confederate  Stiates  towards  Her  Majesty  and  the  British  nation  if  arrangements  could 
be  made  for  correspondence  between  Agents  appointed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
reside  in  the  Confederate  States,  and  the  authorities  in  such  States. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  EUSSHLL. 

No.  18. 

Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  September  4.) 

24,  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square, 
My  Lord,  September  4, 1863. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  I  ordship's  letter  of  the  19ch  August  ultimo, 
in  reply  to  mine  of  the  24th  and  29th  July  ultimo.  I  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  your 
Lordship's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Bichmond. 

[202]  F 
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as 

Tke  despatches  of  Mr.  Benjamin  (fall  copies  of  which  I  have  by  bis  direction  fiimighed 
to  your  Lordship)  certainly  evince  no  disinclination  to  permit  any  person  accredited  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  as  its  Consular  or  other  Agents  to  reside  within  the  Confede* 
rate  States,  and  as  such  to  be  in  commmication  with  the  Government  there.  They 
explain  only  (and  certainly  in  terms  of  amity)  how  it  has  resulted  that  the  GovemmeDt  of 
the  Confederate  States  has  felt  itself  constrained  to  prohibit  in  future  any  direct  commn- 
,  nicatioa  between  such  agents  and  Her  Majesty's  Minister  resident  at  Washington— 4 
IMTOhibition  which  I  understand  from  those  despatchei  is  equally  extended  to  all  like 
Agents  of  foreign  Powers  and  thmr  Aiinisters  at  Washington.  All  communicatiois  to  or 
from  such  Agents  are  in  future  to  be  made  through  vessels  arriving  from  or  despatched  to 
neutral  ports. 

That  it  should  have  become  necessary  to  impose  this  restriction  is,  I  am  sure,  a 
matter  of  regret  to  the  Preudent  of  the  Confederate  States,  but  the  circumstances  which 
have  called  it  forth  are  under  the  control  of  foreign  Governments,  and  not  under  the 
control  of  the  President. 

In  regard  to  the  suggestion  in  your  Lordship's  letter  that  it  would  be  **  very  desirable 
that  persons  authorized  by  Her  Majesty  should  have  the  means  of  representing  at 
Bichmond  and  elsewhere  in  the  Confederate  States  the  interests  of  British  subjects/' 
which,  as  your  Lordship  states,  ^'  has  been  done  in  other  similar  cases  of  States  not 
recognized  by  Her  Majesty,**  under  arrangements  for  correspondence  between  Agents 
appointed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  reside  in  the  Confederate  States  and  the 
authorities  in  sudi  States,  I  can  only  say  that  if  it  be  your  Lordsbip^s  pleasure  to  mab 
ttns  proposition  in  such  form  as  may  be  agreeable  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  noi 
St  variance  with  the  views  expressed  in  the  despatches  of  Mr.  Benjamin,  I  do  not  doabl 
it  would  receive  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Government  at  Richm(md,  and  I 
should  be  happy  in  being  the  medium  to  communicate  it. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)  '  J.  M.  MASON. 


ITo.  19. 

Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  Rus8eU.-^{Received  September  21.) 

24,  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square, 
Mj  Lord,  September  21,  1S63. 

BS*  a  despatdi  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States  oi  America 
Aated  the  4th  of  August  last,  and  now  just  received,  I  am  instructed  to  consider  the 
eonmiission  which  brought  me  to  England  as  at  an  end,  and  I  am  cBreeted  to  withdnivr  at 
once  from  the  country. 

The  reasons  for  terminatii^  this  mission  are  set  forth  in  an  extract  from  the 
despatch  which  I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  herewith.  The  President  believes  ftat 
^tbe  €rOvermnent  of  Her  Majfesty  has  determined  to  decline  the  overtures  made  threnagh 
you  for  establishing  by  Treaty  friendly  relations  between  the  two  Govermnents,  «w 
cntertams  no  intention  of  receiving  you  as  the  accredited  Minister  of  this  Gov^Mnment 
near  the  British  Omrt. 

*  Under  these  circumstances  your  continued  residence  in  London  is  neither  eottdticiT« 
to  the  interests  nor  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  this  Government,  and  the  Presided 
therefore  requests  that  you  consider  your  mission  at  an  end,  and  that  you  withdraw  wift 
jattt  Secretary  from  London,^* 

Having  made  known  to  your  Lordship  on  my  arrival  here  the  chamcter  and  piffposei 
of  the  mission  entrusted  to  me  by  my  Goremment,  I  have  deemed  it  due  to  tomtesj 
thus  to  make  known  to  the  Government  of  Her  Majesty  its  determination,  and  that  I 
shafi,  tB  Erected,  at  once  withdraw  from  England. 

T  nji.vp,  &C 

(Signed)  J.  M.  MASON. 

Bmi  RuMdl  ta  Mr.  Mason. 

Mr,  Fifreifn  OgSte,  September  2»,  1963. 

I  HATE  had  tiif^  koDMf  ol  reeming  yoar  ktter  of  the  21it  inatanfe^  infotmBig  11^ 
that  your  Government  have  ordefod  ym  to  wiAdfaw  from  lAiia  ewDitry,  on  ' 
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that  Her  Majesty's  Govamment  hanre  dedined  the  ofrertures  made  through  you  for 
establishing  by  Treaty  friendly  relations,  and  have  no  intention  of  receiving  you  as  ikm 
accredited  Minister  of  the  Confederate  States  at  the  British  Ciourt. 
'^'  7'  I  have  on  other  occasions  explained  to  you  the  reasons  which  have  induced  H« 
Majesty's  Government  to  decline  the  overtures  you  allude  to,  and  which  have  Mdierto 
prevented  the  British  Court  from  recognizing  you  as  the  accredited  Minister  of  an  esta- 
blished State. 

Tiiese  reasons  ar^  still  in  force,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  them. 

I  regret  that  circumstances  have  prevented  my  cultivating  your  personal  acquaint* 
iiice,*which  in  a  different  state  of  affairs  I  should  have  done  with  much  pleasure  and 
satisfaction. 

I  am,  &:c. 
(Signed)  RU9SBLL. 


No.  21. 

Mr.  Mastm  to  Earl  RusselL — (Received  October  2.) 

Lcmd/on^  September  28,  1868. 
f^^MR.  MASON  presents  his  compyments  to  Earl  Russell,  and  has  the  honour  td 
inclose  herewith  two  original  papers  pertaining  to  the  case  of  the  *'  Margaret  and  Jeoae," 
recently  received  from  tbe  parties  interested. 

Mr.  Mason  does  this  because  of  his  previous  knowledge  that  this  case  had  beem 
l)rought  to  the  notice  of  Earl  Russell. 


Indosure  1  in  No.  21. 
Mr.  TVenhohn  to  Governor  Bayley. 


Sir,  tiasstm,  N.  P.,  Bahamas,  My  3,  1863. 

THE  Undersigned,  George  A.  Trenholm,  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
North  America,  and  a  merchant  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
begs  leave  respectfully  to  submit  to  your  Excellency,  and  through  your  Excellency  to 
Her  Britannic  Majesty^s  Imperial  Government — 

BISThat  on  Saturday,  the  30th  of  May  last  past,  the  steam-ship  *' Margaret  and  Jessie,** 
Ik  duly  registered  vessel  in  the  said  Confederate  States,  and  the  property  of  the  Under- 
signed, while  engaged  in  a  lawful  navigation  and  trade  between  the  neutral  port  ot 
Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  and  the  Confederate  port  of  Charleston,  and 
while  proceeding  on  her  voyage,  with  the  emblem  of  her  nationality  at  her  mast,  within 
ifaters  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain's  jurisdiction,  at  less  than  one  mile 
from  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  in  the  Bahamas,  and  within  speaking  distance  of  the  settle- 
ment of  James  Point  in  said  Island,  after  a  hot  pursuit  and  chase  was  ired  into  witk 
shot  and  shell  by  an  armed  vessel  bearing  the  colours  of  the  United  States  of  Amerii?*, 
the  same  being,  as  the  Undersigned  verily  believes,  the  United  States'  vessel  of  war 
^  Rhode  Island,'*  until,  being  disabled  by  a  ball  which  struck  her  on  the  starboard  side, 
just  above  the  water  line,  entering  her  boiler  apd  paralysing  her  machinery,  she  became 
'entirely  unmanageable,  foundered  several  times  on  the  reef,  and  sank. 

The  outrage  thus  committed  on  the  ^Margaret  and  Jessie,"  aad  the  injury  sustained 
ly  her  cargo,  her  machinery,  and  her  hull,  constituting  a  tort  which,  by  the  law  of  nation^, 
can  only  be  set  up  and  brought  to  reparation  through  the  agency  and  under  the  guarantees 
of  the  friendly  Power  within  whose  jarisdiction  and  in  contempt  of  whose  supremacy  the 
wrong  was  perpetrated,  the  Undersigned  lays  this  his  complaint  and  claim  before  your 
SJxcellency  that  the  s&rtte  may  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
Government,  and  be  attended  to  and  acted  upon  with  the  zeal  and  energy  ^diich  <*!at 
Gi>vemment  is  wont  to  apply  to  cases  arising  out  of  similar  emergencies. 

Appended  will  be  focmd  the  protest  and  declarations  taken  by  duly  cdmnissioned 
<>fficetfi  of  the  British  Crown  residing  at  Nassau.  To  these  documents  the  Undersigned 
craves  reference,  as  ttiey  will  elucidate  and  stend  in  proof  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  this 
Memorial 

The  ^Margaret  and  Jessie'*  being  on  an  errand  of  legitimate  trade,  she  had  U6 
motive  to  conceal,  and  therefore  did  not  conceal,  either  her  colours  or  the  character  of 
her  venture ;  a  belligerent,  she  was  entitled  to^  the  immunities  and  protection  due  H> 
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friendly  vessels  on  the  coasts  and  in  the  ports,  bays,  harbours,  and  rivers  of  neutral 
jurisdiction. 

After  being  chased  by  a  Federal  cmizer  from  a  distance  which  the  evidence  pats  at 
twenty  miles  from  land,  she  had,  by  dint  of  swiftness,  escaped  the  pursuer,  and  was 
making  rapidly  for  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  which  she  had  neared  less  than  400  yards, 
when  she  was  fired  into,  struck,  and  sunk,  as  aforesaid.  That  she  was  then  within 
grounds  where  no  Federal  vessel  could  lawfully  commit  hostilities  will  not  be  denied,  as 
even  any  forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  neutral  Power,  whose  sovereignty  and  jurisdic- 
tion were  thus  invaded  and  infringed,  instead  of  imparting  legitimacy  to  the  transgression, 
would  not  only  entail  upon  such  Power  a  liability  co-extensive  to  the  wrong  suffered,  but 
make  it  a  party  to  the  contest,  as  it  would  thereby  have  departed  from  the  position  of 
neutrality. 

That  it  was  an  outrage  of  the  deepest  dye,  fraught  with  all  the  evidences  of  ik 
most  unmitigated  perverseness  and  effrontery,  the  declarations  taken  and  herewitii 
submitted,  but  too  palpably  establish. 

Charles  M.  Morris,  who  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  ^^  Margaret  and  Jessie,*"  attests 
"that  the  tiring  into  her  by  the  Federal  cruizer  commenced  when  running  for  the  Island 
of  Eleuthera,  she  was  only  five  miles  distant  from  it,  the  war  vessel  continuing  in  pursuit, 
and  incessantly  discharging  shot  and  shell,  which  fell  thickly  over  and  around  the 
*  Margaret  and  Jessie,'  until  the  latter  arrived  within  500  yards  of  the  beach,  when,  to 
prevent  her  going  upon  the  land,  her  course  was  changed,  and  she  was  headed  westwardly, 
coasting  and  skirting  the  land  at  a  distance  from  400  to  500  yards  from  it ;  she  thus 
continued  for  a  period  of  an  hour  and  three-quarters,  during  all  which  time  she  was  never 
frirther  than  600  yards  from  the  land. 

''  The  war  vessel  continued  the  chase,  being  about  a  mile  from  the  ^  Margaret  and 
Jessie,'  discharging  shot  and  shell  by  broadsides,  which  fell  thickly  around  the  vessel, 
many  passing  over  and  striking  the  land ;  and  so  near  was  the  '  Margaret  and  Jessie ' 
during  all  this  time  kept  to  the  shore,  that  she  took  ground  several  times  in  passing  over 
the  reefs,  which  lie  a  short  distance  from  the  land,  and  eventually  a  shell  shot  from  the 
vessel  of  war  struck  the  *  Margaret  and  Jessie,'  she  then  being  not  further  than  400  yards 
from  the  land,  and  passed  through  into  her  boiler,  which  so  disabled  her  that  within  a 
minute  of  time  she  took  the  ground  and  filled  with  water." 

This  statement  of  Charles  M.  Morris  is  strengthened  by  the  concordant  declarations 
of  all  the  other  witnesses  who  testify  to  the  same  effect  with  slight  yariances,  \fhidi 
would  only  go  to  reduce  to  300  yards  the  distance  at  which  the  '^  Margaret  and  Je^ie '' 
stood  from  the  beach  the  whole  time  that  she  was  headed  westwardly,  and  was  kept 
coasting  and  skirting  the  land  until  she  was  struck,  disabled,  and  sunk. 

Thus  is  the  fact  fairly  established  that  for  upwards  of  an  hour  and  three-quarters  the 
"  Margaret  and  Jessie,"  she  being  then  within  less  than  600  yards  from  the  Island  of 
Eleuthera,  and  the  United  States'  cruizer  at  less  than  a  mile  farther,  was  chased,  pursued, 
and  repeatedly  fired  into  by  the  latter,  without  there  being  anything  in  her  conduct  of  a 
nature  to  incend  the  wrath  of  the  pursuer,  or  to  afford  him  the  slightest  excuse  for  the 
infringement  of  British  supremacy  over  grounds  within  which,  under  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  protection,  she  was  entitled  to  enjoy  all  the  immunities  of  asylum,  hospitality, 
and  intercourse,  |[bicf' 

Uor  could  those  on  board  the  pursuing  vessel  have  been,  at  any  time,  in  error 
respecting  the  character  of  the  waters  over  wWch  they  were  treading.  Not  only  was  the 
**  Margaret  and  Jessie  ^  so  close  to  the  shore  that  her  passengers  could  exchange  words 
and  converse  with  the  people  upon  the  beach,  but  the  shots  and  shells  fired  from  ihe 
Federal  cmizer  could  be  seen  falling  upon  the  land,  passing  through  the  tenements  there, 
and  forcing  the  inhabitants,  stricken  with  terror,  to  fly  from  their  dwellings,  and  seek 
refuge  under  the  hills. 

Clinton  Johnson,  a  farmer  of  the  Island  of  Eleuthera,  who  lives  at  the  town  known 
as  James  Cistern,  on  the  south  side  of  said  island,  thus  describes  the  circumstances^  ^^ 
time  and  manner  of  the  pursuit,  which  brought  the  "  Margaret  and  Jessie  "  to  the  shoals 
where  she  was  stranded.     Says  he : — 

*'  On  Saturday  the  20th  of  May  last  I  heard  the  reports  of  cannon  on  the  north  side 
of  the  island.  I  immediately  went  to  the  high  land  to  the  north  of  the  town,  and  saw 
two  steam-ships,  one  in  chase  of  the  other,  the  outer  ship  discharc^ing  guns  very  rapidly 
at  the  ship  that  was  nearest  to  the  shore,  and  both  approaching  at  friU  speed  to  the  hoi* 
The  ship  nearest  the  land  was  an  unarmed  vessel,  and  the  vessel  chasing  her  was  a  vessd 
of  war.  The  unarmed  vessel  having  arrived  within  300  yards  of  the  beach,  changed  her 
course,  and  skirted  along  the  land,  at  no  time  being  400  yards  from  it.  The  vessel  of 
war  also  changed  her  course,  and  having  arrived  within  a  distance  of  at  most  half-a-mile 
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from  the  other  ship^  continued  for  at  least  one  hour  and  a-half  to  discharge  withou 
cessation  shot  and  shell,  which  from  time  to  time  passed  over  the  inner  ship,  and  struck 
and  exploded  upon  the  land.  Many  of  the  shots  fell  within  a  distance  of  100  yards  from 
the  dwelling-houses  in  the  town  of  James  Cistern,  and  caused  great  destruction  among 
the  trees  and  wood  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  fearing  that 
their  houses  would  be  struck  by  the  shot,  and  some  of  them  be  killed,  quitted  the  town, 
and  took  refuge  unda:  the  hill  until  the  firing  had  ceased." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  chase  and  pursuit  of  the  "Margaret  and  Jessie"  were 
being  had  on  the  north  side  of  the  settlement  at  James  Point,  where  the  island  is  but 
two  miles  wide  from  north  to  south. 

Thomas  and  Samuel  Mackey,  together  with  Theodore  Cuvillier  and  William  Hannay. 
of  the  same  settlement,  were  fishing  at  the  time  on  the  south  side  of  the  settlement, 
and  here  is  what  they  state  of  the  occurrence  as  by  them  witnessed.     Says  Thomas 
Mackey : — 

"  I  was  out  fishing.  I  heard  the  reports  of  several  heavy  guns.  The  sound  came 
from  the  north-east  across  the  island.  'V^en  the  boat"  (his  fishing-boat)  "  was  about  three 
miles  from  the  Settlement,  and  about  half-a-mile  from  the  southern  shore,  I  heard  the 
report  of  another  gun,  and  saw  a  cannon-shot  fall  in  the  water,  about  sixty  or  seventy 
yards  a-head  of  the  boat  in  which  we  were,  and  very  near  the  boat  in  which  Theodore 
Cuvillier  was." 

How  near  must  the  chasing  vessel  have  been  to  the  northern  shore  may  easily  be 
deduced  from  the  fiwjt  of  the  shot  traversing  the  island,  and  reaching  more  than  seventy 
yards  beyond  the  southern  shore. 

Theodore  Cuvillier  testifies  that  "  while  he  was  out  fishing,  on  Saturday  the  30th  of 
May,  on  the  southern  side  of  the  settlement  of  James  Point,  in  the  Island  of  Eleuthera^ 
which  Settlement  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  south  by  the  sea,  the  distance  across  being 
only  two  miles,  he  heard  the  report  of  several  guns.  He  immediately  went  on  shore, 
proceeded  to  a  hill  nearly  over  to  the  northern  side,  and  climbed  up  a  tree  that  he  might 
see  from  whence  the  guns  were  being  fired.  On  looking  out  to  sea  he  saw  two  steamers, 
one  of  them  having  paddle-boxes,  and  steering  down,  outside  of  a  reef  which  is  about 
300  or  400  yards  from  the  shore ;  and  the  other,  without  paddle-boxes,  also  steering 
down,  outside  of  the  reef,  about  600  or  600  yards  from  the  first  steamer.  The  steamer 
further  out  was  firing  at  the  inner  one.  She  would  fire  first  from  one  side,  and  then  turn 
and  fire  from  the  other  side.  He  could  see  the  shots  from  these  guns  fall  upon  the 
land,  about  300  yards  from  where  he  was  up  the  tree,  about  half-a-mile  from  the  Settle- 
ment. On  seeing  the  shot  fall  so  near,  he  jumped  from  the  tree,  ran  back  to  the  southern 
shore,  and  got  into  his  boat  to  come  home.  While  he  was  coming  down,  he  heard  a  gun 
go  off  in  the  direction  of  the  two  steamers,  and  a  cannon  ball  passed  his  head,  and  fell 
in  the  sea  about  thirty  yards  from  him,  which  caused  him  to  fall  down  in  the  boat  from 
the  shock." 

Samuel  Mackey,  a  planter,  who  resides  at  James  Point,  was  also  fishing  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  Settlement,  **  when  he  heard  the  reports  of  several  heavy  guns  from 
the  north-east,  and  on  returning  to  the  shore,  being  about  three  yards  from  it,  saw  a 
cannon-ball  fall  on  the  land  in  the  inside  of  the  Secernent  where  the  houses  are  built, 
and  found  afterwards  a  portion  of  the  shot  in  the  place  where  he  had  seen  it  fall." 

William  Hanna  corroborates  every  essential  statement  made  by  the  preceding 
witnesses,  and  Jane  Hanna  gives  the  finishing  stroke  to  the  stirring  scene,  in  her  clear, 
short,  and  unadorned  narration  of  incidents,  which  she  watched  the  more  closely  as  she 
found  herself  within  range  of  the  shots  fired  by  the  Federal  cruizer,  and  in  imminent 
peril  of  being  killed  by  one  of  them. 

This  woman  lives  on  the  same  settlement  of  James  Point.  On  Saturday,  the 
30th  May  last,  says  she,  ^'  I  was  in  my  house  at  James  Point  when  I  heard  guns  firing 
from  the  sea.  I  looked  out  of  the  door  of  my  house  to  the  north.  The  house  is  on  a  hill, 
about  two  miles  from  the  shore,  on  the  northern  side  of  the  settlement.  I  can  see  the 
sea  from  the  door.  I  saw  a  steamer  passing  up  along  the  shore  firing  guns ;  I  left  my 
house  and  went  on  a  hill  near,  when  I  saw  another  ahead,  at  which  the  other  was  firing ; 
I  watched  them  for  some  time,  when  the  inner  steamer  turned  and  came  down;  I  then 
saw  the  steamer  that  had  been  firing  also  turn  and  commence  to  fire  at  her.  Several  of 
the  shots  I  saw  fall  on  the  land.  I  entered  my  house,  when  I  heard  another  report  of  a 
gun,  and  something  that  struck  on  the  roof  of  my  house ;  I  looked  out  of  the  aoor  and 
saw  the  steamer  that  had  been  firing  before  opposite  my  house,  and  clouded  in  smoke. 
I  went  over  to  the  northern  side  in  the  evening  and  saw  one  of  the  steamers  on  shore, 
and  the  other,  the  one  that  had  been  firing  the  guns,  lying  outside  of  her  with  a  flag 
flying."    (The  United  States*  flag,  as  attested  by  other  witnesses.) 
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NORTH    AMERICA. 
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RETURN  to  an  Address  of  the  Honourable  the  Hoase  of  Commons,  dated  June  I4»  IBM; 

''CopieB  of  or  Extracts  from  any  Despatches  from  Lord  Lyo^m  referrmg.ta  tfafti 
Arrest  and  Imprisonment  of  Mr.  James  Mc  Hugh,  of  Belfast^  a  prisons  confined 
in  the  State  Prison  of  the  United  States  of  America : 
**  Of  any  Letters  addressed  by  Mr.  James  Mc  Hugh  to  Lord  Lyons  : 
'*  And,  of  any  Correspondence  between  Lord  Lyons  and  the  Ooveraoieivt  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  subject  of  such  Arrest  and  Imprisoiuneiitr'' 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell — {Received  February  7.) 

My  Lord,  Washington^  Januiory  26,  \Si4. 

THE  inclosed  papers  relate  to  the  case  of  Mr.  James  McHugh,  who- is  imprisoned 
in  Fort  liafayette. 

The  roost  important  of  them  is  a  note  from  Mr.  Seward  (Inclossre  No.  9),  dated 
the  1 8th  instant,  which  reached  me  last  evening. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  Mr.  Seward,  after  recounting  the  circumstances 
under  which  Mr.  McHugh  was  arrested,  and  affirming  that  he  was  domiciled  in  the 
United  States  when  the  war  broke  out,  states  that  he  was  arrested  and  is  detamed  in 
miKtary  custody  as  an  active  enemy  of  the  United  States,  who  has  no  claim  to  be  treated 
as  a  neiitral  subject  of  Her  Majesty. 

Your  Lordship  will  also  not  fail  to  observe  in  Mr.  Seward's  note  the  following 
passage  relative  to  the  ^^  Berinuda/'  a  vessel  captured  some  time  ago : — 

*^  Since  it  is  now  confessed,  and  fully  known,  that  the  pretended  insurgent  authorities 
at  Richmond  are  engaged  in  sending  vessels  and  cargoes  from  British  ports  to  American 
ports  on  so-called  Government  account,  and  since  the  ^Bermuda'  was  despatched  with 
her  unlawful  cargo  by  Eraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.,  this  Government  presumes,  in 
her  case,  until  those  who  shall  be  found  in  her  service  shall  prove  the  contrary,  that  she 
is  not  a  neutral  merchantman,  but  a  war  transport.'' 

Mr.  Seward  states  that,  Mr.  McHugh  having  been  found  onboard  the  ^^ Bermuda^* 
when  she  was  taken,  was  on  that  occasion  discharged  from  custody  under  the  belief  that 
he  vras  a  neutral  subject. 

It  appears  that  on  the  capture  of  the  ^'Bermuda"  the  master  destroyed  her 
papers. 

I  shall  endeavour  to  give  Mr.  McHugh  an  opportunity  of  offering  explanations 
respecting^  the  statements  made  concerning  him  in  Mr.  Seward's  note. 

I  have,  &e. 
(Signed)  LYOJHS. 


Inclosure  1  in  ISo.  1. 
Consul  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  New  York,  December  25,  1853. 

I  HAVE  the  honom*  to  report  to  your  Lordship,  that  Mr.  James  McHugh,  a  British 
subject,  landed  on  the  17th  instant,  from  the  steamer  ^^  City  of  Washington"  (which 
vessel  arrived  on  that  day  at  this  port,  from  Queenstown),  and  was  immediately  arrested 
by  the  Custom-house  officers.  On  the  19th  mstant  I  received  a  note,  dated  the 
18th  instant,  from  Mr.  McHugh,  informing  me  of  his  arrest  and  claiming  my  protection, 
and  stating  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  his  arrest.  Oh  the 
same  (the  1 9th)  I  applied  to  the  Marshal  for  information  as  to  the  cause  of  Mr.  McHi^h's 
arrest,  and  received,  on  Monday  the  21st,  a  reply  from  the  Marsfaai,  stating  that 
ytt.  McHugh  had  been  arrested  and  handed  over  to  him  by  the  officers  of  the  Ctistoms 
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as  a  *^  bearer  of  rebel  despatchea'*  and  because  he  had  been  concerned  in  running  the 
blockade ;  that  the  Customs  authorities  were  to  produce  evidence  before  him ;  and  that 
imless  direct  evidence  were  produced  before  him  in  the  course  of  that  day  he  (the 
Marshal)  would  discharge  Mr.  McHugh, 

On  Wednesday  the  23rd,  finding  by  a  note  from  Mr.  McHugh  tliat  he  was  stall  in 
custody,  I  wrote  a  note  to  the  Marshal  inquiring  why  the  prisoner  had  not  bc«n  set  at 
liberty.-  Not  receiving  any  reply  and  having  yesterday  (the  24th)  received  a  fiirther 
ui^ent  note  from  Mr.  McHugh,  I  again  addressed  a  note  to  the  Marshal  trustmg  that 
Mr.  McHugh  would  be  liberated  in  the  course  of  yesterday.  To  this  note  1  received  a 
reply  from  the  Marshal  informing  me  that  in  pursuance  of  directions  he  was  about  to 
transfer  Mr.  McHugh  from  the  County  Jail  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  therefore  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  McHugh  requesting  him  to  inform  me,  frankly 
and  fully,  of  all  or  any  circumstances  which  he  believed,  or  supposed,  had  led  to  \\\s> 
arrest.  In  reply  I  received  from  him,  late  last  night,  the  letter  herewith  iHcloeed, 
which  in  compliance  with  his  request  I  transmit  for  yoiu:  Lordship*s  information,  and 
for  such  action  thereon  as  your  Lordship  may  think  fit. 

From  a  perusal  of  this  letter,  it  is  manifest  that  Mr.  McHugh  owes  his  imprison- 
ment in  a  very  great  measure  to  his  own  indiscretion,  and  to  the  exhibition  of  a  parti- 
zanship  at  variance  with  his  obligations  as  a  neutral  in  the  pending  civil  war.  I  have 
not  as  yet  ascertained,  however,  any  legally  justifiable  grounds  for  his  arrest 

From  hints  which  were  dropped  by  the  Collector,  some  short  time  since,  in  a 
conversation  which  I  had  with  him,  I  surmise  that  the  arrest  and  detention,  as  prisoners 
of  war,  of  parties  found  on  board  vessels  captured  in  the  act  of  breaking  the  btockades, 
as  well  as  of  parties  who,  being  known  to  have  violated  the  blockade,  have  subsequently 
come,  voluntarily  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  authorities,  will  be  sought  to  be 
justified  on  the  ground  that  such  parties  have  violated  the  Act  of  Congress  and  Presi- 
dent's Proclamation  prohibiting  intercourse  with  the  insurrectionary  States,  and  are  to 
be  treated  as  having  been  guilty  of  a  military  offence.  This,  I  repeat,  is  but  my 
conjecture ;  still  it  may  possibly  explain  the  cause  of  the  long  and  unreasonable  detaition 
of  the  crew  of  the  '^  Banshee,"  as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  McHugh's  imprisonment. 

T  liave  &c 
(Signed)         '  E.'  M.  ARCHIBALD. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  1. 
Mr.  Mc  Hugh  to  Consul  Archibald. 


Sir,  County  Jail,  New  York^  December  24,  1863. 

I  HAVE  just  received  your  favour ;  and  I  cannot  understand  what  I  have  either 
said  or  done  against  the  United  States'  authorities  that  they  should  consign  me  to  this 
place,  and  then  transfer  me  to  the  dungeons  of  Lafayette.  I  was  born  in  Cl(^er 
County,  Tyrone,  and  have  lived  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  for  the .  past  twenty-one  years,  at 
which  place  my  people  carry  on  the  business  of  linen  manufacturers  and  bleachers,  under 
the  firm  of  B.  and  E.  McHugh.  T  visited  this  country  first  in  1855,  and  stayed  one 
month.  I  then  came  back  in  1861  (before  the  war  broke  out),  and  went  out  to  Savannah, 
Georgia,  where  my  uncle  carries  on  business  as  a  dry  goods  merchant.  I  stayed  there 
one  month,  and  then  went  back  to  Ireland.  My  next  appearance  here  was  in  Philadel- 
phia, when  I  was  brought  in  there  on  board  the  steamer  "  Bermuda,"  which  was 
captured  while  on  her  passage  from  Bermuda  to  Nassau.  I  then  stayed  four  montis 
that  time,  and  I  now  came  out  witli  samples  of  linens,  &c.,  representing  the  Belfast 
house  in  this  city,  and  when  I  got  through  here  I  purposed  going  on  to  Bermuda,  and 
staying  during  the  winter  months.  I  have  at  the  present  time  an  immense  quantity  of 
goods  consigned  to  myself  at  St.  Georges,  Bermuda;  and  as  I  have  no  representative 
there,  I  am  afraid  something  may  happen  to  the  goods.  During  my  passage  from 
Liverpol  to  New  York  I  do  not  believe  I  said  anything  that  would  "hurt  the  most 
sensitive  American  in  regard  to  their  present  troubles. 

In  a  discussion  that  took  place,  I  admired  the  policy  of  Jeflerson  Davis,  and,  like 
every  British  subject,  I  took  the  part  of  the  weaker  Power  against  that  of  the  strong; 
one  occasion,  in  the  smoking-room,  I  did  propose  the  health  of  President  Davis,  and  as 
a  British  subject,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag,  and  on  what  is  considered 
British  soil,  I  considered  I  had  a  right  to  speak  my  mind  freely,  little  thinking  that  when 
I  arrived  at  the  Revenue  Office  I  should  he  arrested.  What  papers  were  on  my  perstm 
related  to  transactions  and  shipments  between  B.  and  E.  McHugh,  of  Belfai^  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


John  Treanor  and  Nephew,  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  which  I  do  not  consider  myself  to  be 
held  responsible  for.  I  had  also  an  album  containing  the  likenesses  of  ray  family  and 
tViends,  and  all  the  prominent  Generals  who  have  fig^ured  in  this  war  on  the  Southern 
side,  all  of  whom  I  purchased  at  a  book -stall  in  Wall-street  in  this  city  about  one 
\  ear  ago. 

Requesting  that  my  case  may  be  laid  before  Lord  Lyons  on  receipt  of  this,  I 
remain,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAMES  McHUGH. 

P.S. — I  miijht  add  that,  from  what  has  occurred,  I  do  not  propose  staying  (after  I 
get  out)  here  one  day  after  1  can  find  shipment  for  Bermuda.  For  the  truth  of  the 
stJttements  on  the  other  side,  as  to  my  stay  and  visits  to  this  country,  I  would  refer  you 
to  Eugene  Kelly,  Esq.,  Banker,  Wall-street,  and  Joseph  Fisher,  Esq.,  Messrs.  Fisher, 
Donnelly,  and  Co.,  Duane-strect,  also  John  McConviUe,  Esq.,  Messrs.  McConville  and 
Murphy,  Chamber-street.    . 

J.  McH. 

Inclosure  3  in  Ko.  1. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seivard. 

Sir,  WasUngtoUy  December  26,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  an  extract  of  a  despatch  from  Her 
Majesty's  Consul  at  New  York,  relative  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  James 
Mc  Hugh,  who  arrived  at  that  place  in  the  British  packet  "  City  of  Washington  "  on  the 
17th  instant,  and  who  appears  to  be  a  British  subject. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  Marshal  at  New  York  had  stated  to  Her  Majesty's 
Consul  that  he  was  about,  in  pursuance  of  directions,  to  transfer  Mr.  McHugh  from  the 
county  jail  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  trust  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  acquaint  me  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  grounds 
of  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  McHugh. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  1. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Consul  Archibald. 


Sir,  Washington^  December  26,  1863. 

I  HAVE  received  to-day  your  despatch  of  yesterday,  and  I  have  transmitted  an 
extract  from  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  asked  him  to  acquaint 
me  immediately  with  the  grounds  of  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  James 
McHugh. 

The  extract  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State  begins  with  the  first  words 
of  your  despatch,  and  ends  with  the  words  *'to  transfer  Mr,  McHugh  from  the  county 
gaol  to  Fort  Lafayette,"  which  are  the  last  words  in  the  second  paragraph. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  1. 
Mr.  F.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Department  of  State,  Washington ,  December  30,  1863^. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the 
26th  instant,  asking  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  grounds  of  the  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment of  Mr.  Jam^  McHugh,  who  arrived  at  New  York  in  the  British  packet  *'  City  o! 
Washington  "  on  the  17th  of  this  month ;  and  to  state  that  a  copy  of  it  has  been  sent  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  with  the  view  of  obtaming  the  desired  information, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  W.  SEWARD. 
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Indosure  &  in  No.  1. 

Mr.  Mc  Hugh  to  Lard  L^ns. 

Ify  Lord,  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York,  January  16,  1864. 

MY  long  incarceration  here  compels  me  to  address  you  directly,  instead  of  throngii 
Mr,  Archibald,  to  whom  I  sent  all  the  particulars  of  my  arrest. 

I  arrived  in  this  country  in  the  steamer  "  City  of  Washington "  on  the  18th  of 
December,  1863;  my  luggage  was  re-examined;  I  had  to  undress,  and  my  person 
searched ;  all  my  letters  and  papers  were  taken  from  me ;  and  I  was  sent  to  the  United 
States'  Marshal^  who  gave  an  order  to  lodge  me  in  the  county  jail,  where  I  was  confined 
eleven  days.  During  my  stay  there  Mr.  Archibald  demanded  to  know  why  I  was 
arrested,  and  in  reply,  "  he  was  informed  that  it  was  on  complaint  of  the  Rerenne 
Officers  for  being  a  bearer  of  rebel  de^atches.  None  were  found,  but  in  his  possession 
were  found  papers  showing  that  he  had  violated  our  blockade.  Should  no  other  ftuther 
evi4«n6e^  be  forthcoming  I  \\ill  dismiss  the  prisoner.'* 

Oh  the  day  that  this  letter  was  written  Mr.  Andrews,  a  lawyer  in  tliis  city,  called 
upon  me,  and  said  they  had  no  evidence  to  hold  me,  and  he  could  procure  my  release 
for  700  dollars.  I  told  him  that  ad  I  had  been  illegally  arrested  I  would  not  give  one 
pennj.  The  cliarge  on  which  I  am  put  here  is,  as  the  Adjutant  of  the  post  informed 
me,  for  ^*  illegal  correspondence  with  the  rebel  insurgents."  I  am  not  acquainted  with 
any  of  the  leaders  in  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and  therefore  could  not  have  had  any 
correspondence  with  them. 

I  came  here  as  a  commercial  traveller  repres^enting  the  fipm  of  B.  and  E.  McHugh, 
lioen  manufticturers  and.  bleachers,  Belfast,  Ireland.  I  purposed  staying  here-  about 
two  weeks,  and  then  proceeding  to  the  Bermudas,  Bahamas,  Jamaica^  St.  Thomas,. &c, 
at  which  place  they  have  agents  for  the  sale  of  their  goods.^ 

I  am  now  nineteen  days  in  this  place,  and  we  are  given,  as  1  am  told  by  Swithern 
offcers  confined  here,  less  tiian  half  rations. 

As  this  illegal  confinement  has  been  a  loss  to  me  and  the  firm  I  represent,  I  purpose 
making  a  claim  upon  the  United  States'  Gk)vemment,  through  fowr  Lorddip,  for 
compensation  at  the  rate  of  200/.  per  day. 

Any  communication  your  Lordship  may  be  pleased  to  favour  mu  with,  please 
address  ''Care  of  James  Sullivan,  Esq.,  131,  Water-street,  New  York." 

I  remain,  &c. 
(Signed)  JAMES  McHUGfl. 

P.S. — I  was  born  in  Clogher,  county  Tyrone,  on  the  20th  of  February,  1839.  i 
have  lived  during  the  last  twenty-one  years  in  Belfast,  and  have  never  lived  or  had  any 
place  or  residence  in  this  country. 


Inclosure  7  in  Ifo.  1. 
Lwd  Lyons  to  Mr.  Mc  Hugh. 


Sir,  Washington^  January  25, 1864. 

I  WAS  dul^  made  acquainted  by  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  New  York  with  your 
arrest,  and,  as  I  mfornied  the  Consul,  I  immediately  addressed  a  representation  concern- 
ing it  to  the  United  States*  Government.  I  have  since  been  in  frequent  communication 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
my  endeavours  to  obtain  your  release  have  hitherto  been  unsuccessful.  Your  case  will 
have  my  constant  attention. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 
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Ifieloswe  8  in  Wo,  1. 

L&rd  I/^ims  to  C^nstd  Ardkibald. 

Sir,  Washington,  January  26,  J^fiSI. 

I  INCLOSE,  umler  flying  peal^  a  letter  which  I  have  addressed  to  Mr.  James 
MoHngJi  manasi^er  toiaUetter  which  I  iiave received  from  him.  I  request  you  to  forward 
it  to  its  address. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  9  in  N"o.  1. 
Mr.  SewMrd  to  Lopd  L^ons. 

3fy  Lo9d,  department  itf  fitote,  Weshinfit9n,.Mmmary  18,  diS6i. 

I  HAVE  now  tiie  honour  to  <rom<miniieate  :t€)  your  Lar?dsM|>  the  i&ctB  relathii^  Ho 
Jthe  arrest  of  James  McHugh,  referred  to  in  yt)ur  oiote  »of  the  .26th  ulliflao,  with  the  ^iFiHr 
of 'that  »e»8e  avhiefc  is  Asken  by  tWs  Government. 

James  MdSugh  »ciakDs  that  'he  was  ^bom  m  Iretenfl,  and  is  thejfefore  a  stdn^eot  (df 
the  Queen  of  «Great  llritaiti. 

He  was  domiciled,  residing  and  pwrsuing  mereantiie  business  in  6a^reiniudi 
wh^MlJlie  ii»UMfOc*l«n  broke  out,^«Dd  at  the  tune  of  his  arrest  was  a  clerk  in  the  service 
of  a  John  Treanor,  an  insurgent  residing  in  Savannah.  It  is  not  known,  nor  does  it 
appear  that  McHugh,  after  coming  to  this  country,  has  manifested  or  entertained  any 
intention  of  returning  to  Great  Britain  and  Jjeaewing  iliis  alleged  native  allegiance.  It  is 
not  known  to  this  Government  whether  or  not  he  has  been  naturalized,  or  has  made 
the  preliminary  legal  declaration  of  an  inte&tian  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States. 

He  left  Savannah  .aft;er  .the  war  began,  but  jat  what  time  is  not  known  i»  ^^Hds 
<iotveriMnent ;  and  by  rimning  the  'blockade  prooeeded  to  Iretend.  lo  {mranance  of 
instructions  fi-om  hfe  employer,  he  purdiased  in  somie  British  port  merchandise  to  lie 
^slnpped  and  ricui  thiK>ugh  the  lodockade  to  ^avaomdi.  This  merdiandize  was  of  ra  falva 
between  n^WO  and  18,000  dollars.  It  was  ahipped  at  livwrpool  «i  board  oi  ^be 
^^  Bermuda,"  miiich  claianed,  whether  truly  or  iiot  thw  Government  is  not  infovmed^  to 
be  a  British  vessel,  and  which  bore  the  British  flag.  She  cariied,  besides  tbe  freight  hfk&re 
named,  drugs,  gunpowder,  and  tsamnon.  The  shipping  agents  were  Fraser,  Trenholm, 
and  /Co.,  agents  at  I/injerpool  of  the  iorargents  at  Richmond.  The  captain  of  the 
'^Bermuda''  was  an  insurgent  citizen  of  the  United  States,  born  in  Charleston,  and 
residing  there  or  in  some  other  part  of  the  region  now  in  insurrection.  The  vessel  was 
cleared  for  Bermuda,  and  no  other  port, ^aiid  artivei  at  that  port,  McHugh  being  on 
board,  together  with  the  aforenamed  freight.  After  some  stay  there  the  ^*  Bermuda" 
proceeded  to  »ea  nnder  a  pretence  of  goiag  to  Nassau,  bat  really  intendkig  to  run  the 
blockade.  The  "  Bermuda ''  was  taken  into  Philadelphia,  where  the  prisoner's  examinap 
tion  was  taken,  and  t?iere  he  was  discharged  Ifrom  cmtody  tinder  a  lieliet  that  be  was  a 
neutral  subject. 

?n  the  monfli  of  December  last  this  GovOTumeflt  found  it  naBcessary  to  instihate  a 
^search  of  vessels  and  passengers  departing  from  'the  fKirt  of  New  York,  In  order  <o 
prevent  piracy  in  our  waters  and  on  the  high  seas.  McHugh  •was  foiuidon  board  die 
steam-ship  '^  City  of  Washington,*'  then  about  to  leave  New  York.  On  hk  p»gon  were 
found  a  collection  of  pictures,  illustrative  of  his  devotion  to  and  habitual  association 
with  the  insurgents,  and  of  hostility  to  the  United  Slates;  and  letters  addressed  by 
disloyal  citizens  in  Baltimore  to  pretendefl  officers  in  the  insurgent  forces,  bearing  the 
pretended  postage  stamps  of  the  insurgents.  Under  these  circumstances  James  McHugh 
was  arrested,  and  is^etaMied  m  «Eiiiit»y  tmstody  as  anactiveeaemy^  the  United  States, 
who  has  no  claim  to  be  treated  as  a  neutral  syubject  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain. 

I  am  fifirther  Ao  inform  your  .Lord^ip  that,  »)oe  it  is  iiow^c«s£fiGsed  and  fully 
known  that  the  -pretended  iBsni|^  authorities  at  Ricshmond  are  encaged  in  aeadaBg 
vessels  and  cargofos  &om  Bffitifi^  ports  to  the  ee^iafled  iGov^emmeot  ftCGOUit,  aaadiMiee 
the  ''BerniHda^'  was  doBpatched  with  her  uniaiwftrl  ongp  by  Fraser,  IVenbolm^  and  Co., 
this  X^ovemment  pt^eraiaieg,  m  her  cAaty  "until  <dKBe  idae  jdiall  be-feoMl  in  jier  j»r«ae 
'^hall  prove  to  the  ^oemtrary,  43mtid)e  is  not  a  Jieatral  nnenoteuotinm,  hmtm,  i«ar laranq^rat, 
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and  that  James  McHngh,  a  resident  owing  temporary  if  not  general  allegiance  to  the 
United  States,  having  been  found  on  board  of  her  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  for 
the  enemy,  is  on  that  ground  detained  as  an  insurgent,  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States.  I  append  a  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  written  by  the  prisoner 
McHugh. 

(Signed)        '   WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Inclosure  10  in  No.  1. 

Mr.  Mc  Hugh  to  Mr.  Lamar. 
Dear  Sir,  Belfast,  July  24,  1863. 

YOUR  favour  of  the  22nd  is  to  hand.  I  was  pleased  to  see  your  name  in  the 
paper  as  having  arrived  by  the  "  Canada/'  as  I  feared  you  were  on  board  the  steamer 
"  Victory,"  captured  by  the  United  States'  steamer  "  Florida,"  off  Frying  Pan  Shoak, 
last  month.  Should  you  not  succeed  in  procuring  steamers,  we  have  still  a  few  left 
here  that  may  be  had  at  a  price,  A  very  nice  little  river  rteamer  called  the  "  Heroine" 
leaves  here  at  the  latter  end  of  next  month,  virtually  for  the  Australian  trade.  Although 
the  parties  have  paid  600/,  for  a  deposit,  yet  they  make  back  down,  as  they  bought  her 
thinking  that  Vicksburg  would  still  be  able  to  hold  out  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
you  as  to  what  day  I  may  expect  you  over  here.  If  not  convenient  I  shall  go  audmeet 
you  in  Liverpool.     Waiting  your  reply,  1  remain,  &c, 

(Signed)  JAMES  McHUGE 


Inclosure  11  in  No.  1. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  26, 1804, 

REFERRING  to  my  note  of  the  18th  instant  relative  to  the  case  of  James 
McHugh,  1  have  the  honour  to  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  4th  paragraphof 
a  synopsis  of  letters  which  were  found  in  the  trunk  of  Mr.  James  A.  Gray,  which 
mentions  the  contents  of  a  letter  addressed  by  James  McHugh,  of  Belfast,  to  Mr.  Gray, 
a  copy  of  which  synopsis  accompanied  my  note  of  the  9th  ultimo  to  your  Lordship  in 
regard  to  the  arrest  and  detention  of  Gray. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLLAK  H.  SEWARD. 


Inclosure  12  in  ISTo.  1. 
Extract  from  Precis  of  Correspondence  found  on  Mr.  J.  A.  Gray. 

JAMES  MC  HUGH,  of  Belfast,  writes  to  Mr.  Gray  asking  him  to  use  his  inflaence 
with  Governor  Brown  to  have  a  friend  made  Paymaster  on  one  of  the  Confederate 
men-of-war,  and  congratulating  him  on  the  defeat  of  Rosencranz ;  also  telling  him  ^ 
hold  on  to  his  bonds,  as  they  will  soon  be  at  par ;  and  as  Mr,  Gray  is  about  returning  to 
the  Confederacy,  to  return  and  bring  out  more  bonds. 

October  2,  1863. 

Ko.2, 
Lord  Lyons  w  Earl  Russell. — (Received  February  28,) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  February  12, 1864. 

WITH  reference  to  ray  despatch  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  further  correspondence  between  Mr.  Constu 
Archibald  and  me  relative  to  the  imprisonment  of  Mr,  James  Mc  Hugh. 

As  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  any  additional  evidence  calculated  to  induce 
Mr,  Seward  to  depart  from  the  ccmclusion  to  which  he  has  come,  that  Mr.  McHugnJ 
to  be  regarded  as  an  active  enemy  of  the  United  States,  who  has  no  claim  to  be  titated 
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as  a  neutral  subject  of  Her  Majesty,  I  have  thought  it  better  to  wait  for  instructions 
irom  your  Lordship  before  taking  any  fresh  step. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LTONS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  2. 
Lard  Lyons  to  Ckmsul  Arekibald* 


Sir,  Washington^  January  28,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  your  despatch  of  the  25th  ultimo,  and  to  mv  despatches  of  the 
26th  ultimo  and  of  the  25th  instant,  I  transmit  to  you  an  extract  from  a  note  which  I 
have  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  in  answer  to  my 
representations  in  behalf  of  Mr.  James  McHugh. 

I  inclose  also  a  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  purporting  to  be  addressed  by 
Mr.  McHugh  to  a  Mr.  Lamar,*  to  which  the  Secretary  of  State  refers  in  his  note. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has,  moreover,  called  my  attention  to  the  synopsis  (a  copy 
of  which  I  also  inclosef)  of  a  letter  purporting  to  be  addressed  by  Mr.  McHugh  to  a 
Mr.  Gray. 

You  will  endeavour  to  give  Mr.  McHugh  an  opportunity  of  stating  any  observations 
which  he  may  desire  to  offer  on  the  charges  made  against  him. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Liclosure  2  in  No.  2. 
Consul  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  New  York,  February  9,  1864. 

IN  compliance  with  instructions  I  transmitted  to  Mr.  James  McHugh  a  copv  of 
the  inclosures  contained  in  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and  obtamed 
from  him  a  sworn  statement  in  explanation  of  the  charges  made  against  him,  a  copy  of 
which  statement  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  inclosed  for  your  Lordtmip's 
information. 

T  have  &c 
(Signed)       '    E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  2. 
Affidavit  of  James  Mc  Hugh. 


JAMES  MoHUQH  being  sworn  states  as  follows : — I  was  born  in  Ireland  and  am 
a  British  subject,^  never  having  renounced  my  allegiance  to  Her  Majesty.  I  arrived  in 
Savannah  in  May  1861,  and  left  there  in  June  of  the  same  year.  I  was  a  partner  of 
John  Treanor  referred  to  in  Mr.  Seward^s  despatch.  Have  never  declared  my  intention 
to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  or  the  so-called  Confederate  States.  Have 
never  voted  at  any  election  therein.  I  arrived  from  Liverpool  in  the  steamer  *^  City  of 
Washington  **  on  the  18th  of  December  last.  I  was  not  about  leaving  in  her,  as  stated, 
when  arrested.  I  came  to  this  country  as  representative  of  B.  and  E.  McHugh,  of 
Belfast,  Ireland,  to  sell  their  products,  such  as  linens,  &c. ;  when  I  finished  my  business 
here  I  intended  to  go  to  the  West  Indies  to  represent  them  there.  The  collection  of 
pictures  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Seward's  despatch  were  purchased  in  New  York.  I  had  no 
letters  in  my  possession  of  disloyal  citizens  of  Baltimore  to  pretended  oflBcers  of  the 
Southern  army.  I  now  consider  myself  a  partner  of  John  Treanor  referred  to.  I  have 
never  entered  the  service  in  any  capacity  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  at  Fort  Lafayette,  the  6th  day  of  Februarv,  a.d.  1864. 

(Signed)  JAMiBS  McHUGH. 

Before  me, 
(Signed)  James  FItzpatbick,  Acting  for  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 

Consul. 


*  Inclosure  10  in  No.  1*  f  Ii^olosure  12  in  No.  1. 

(288]  C 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8 

4  ia  No.  8. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Consul  Archibald. 

Sir,  Washington,  February  11,  1864. 

I  HAVE  considered  the  sworn  statemeut  of  Mr.  James  McHugh,  a  copy  of  which 
y9M  inclosed  in  your  despatch  of  the  day  before  yesterday.  It  is  plain  that  it  does  not 
contain  anything  which  would  be  likely  to  induce  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  to  depart  from  tlie  coaduskxi  to  which  he  has  eome,  that  Mr.  McHugh  is  to  be 
regarded  as  an  active  enemy  of  the  United  States,  who  has  no  claim  to  be  treated  as 
a  neutral  subject  of  Her  Majesty.  It  therefore  remains  only  for  me  to  sabmft 
Mr.  McHugh^s  statement  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  this  I  will  do  witfaoat  delay. 

I  am,  ftc* 
(ffigned)  LYONS. 

JSfo.  3. 
Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  March  10^  1864. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  26th  of  January,  respect- 
ing the  case  of  James  McHugh,  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafayette ;  but  I  must  defer  giving 
yon  any  definite  instructions  in  regard  to  it  until  I  hear  from  you  whether  he  has  any 
explanation  to  offer  in  regard  to  the  statement  made  by  the  United  States'  Government 
that  he  was  domiciled  in  the  United  States  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  was  arrested 
and  detained  in  military  custody  as  an  active  enemy  of  the  United  States. 

With  reference,  however,  to  the  statement  in  Mr.  Seward's  letter  of  the  18di  of 
January,  replying  to  your  Lordship's  inquiry  respecting  McHugh,  that  vessels  freighted 
by  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm,  and  C!o.,  of  Liverpool,  will  henceforth  be  presumed  to  be 
war  transports  till  the  contrary  is  shown,  I  have  to  instruct  your  Lorddiip  te  state  to 
Mr.  Seward,  in  strong  terms,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  admit  that  the  &ct 
that  a  ship  belongs  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co.  should  be  held  to  warrant  an 
asaomption  that  such  ship  is  a  war  transport  until  the  contrary  is  shown. 

In  all  such  cas^,  unless  it  can  be  proved  by  proper  testimony  that  tiie  vokI 
captured  is  a  war  transport  of  the  Confederates,  your  Lordship  must  require  the 
immediate  liberation  of  such  persons  of  the  crew  as  may  be  British  subjects,  and  whose 
evidence  may  not  be  required  for  proceedings  against  me  vessel;  and  even  in  this  latter 
case  such  persons  should  not  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  as  necessary  witnesses, 
and  should  not  be  detained  beyond  the  time  which  may  reasonably  required  for  thdr 
examination. 

I  am,  &c 
(Signed)  BUSSELL. 

Ifo.  4- 
Lord  Ly^ns  to  Earl  RusselL — {fieceived  AprU  19.) 

Mj  Lord,  Waskingion^  April  5^  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  de^atches  of  the  26th  January  and  of  the  I2tli  Febnuoy 
la^,  (  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  further  castcapoDsiaiat 
relative  to  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  James  McHugh. 

Having  received  from  Mr.  McHugh  a  denial  of  several  of  the  i^atemeaits  on  whidi 
Mr.  Seward  rested  the  concluskoi  tl^t  he  was  an  active  enemy  of  the  United  States,  w^ 
had  BO  claim  to  be  treated  as  a  neutral  subject  of  Her  Majesty^  I  addressed  the  Uiiitei 
States*  Government  again  on  the  case  without  waiting  for  instructions  from  yoor  Lord- 
ship. I  was  anxious  to  submit  Mr.  McHugh's  denial  to  this  Govemment  as  soon  as 
possible^  iu  the  hofo  that  it  mig^  lead  to  his  being  released.  I  regret  to  say,  however, 
he  is  still  in  prison. 

Among  the  inclosures  in  the  jpjreseixt  despatch  is  a  note  in  which,  m  obedience  to 
the  instruction  conveyed  to  me  by  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  lUfh  ultimo, 
I  have  informed  Mr.  Seward^  with  reference  to  his  note  of  the  18th  January  last  on  the 
case  of  Mr.  MqHugh,  that  Her  Majesty's  Govemment  caunot  admit  that  the  fiw^t  that  a 
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M^  ibftlflBginif  to  Messni«   FrMer^  Tranholm  and  €0.,  shall  be  held  to  waramt  a 
aaramptmi  «du[t  SQch  shipis  a  war  ti»^^ 
of  war. 

Mr*  McHmgh  informs  me  <Siat  he  j^as  sent  the  pa^rs  respecting  his  case  to  Sir 
H«i8fa<3ainMi» 

I  hare,  Sec. 
(Signed)  hYUim. 


iMlomre  1  in  3fo.  4. 
Contvi  ArMbald  to  Lwrd  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  New  York,  FAmary  28,  1«84. 

I  HATE  the  hoooor  to  transmit  heremth  inclosed  a  copy  of  a  note  firom  llf « lames 
McHogh,  dated  the  ISth  instant,  bnt  received  by  me  only  this  morning,  accompanyiif; 
a  letter  aiddressed  to  your  Lordship,  which  I  transmit  in  original,  offering  observations 
in  reply  to  and  in  explanation  of  the  charges  made  against  him  on  the  part  of  the  United 
lutes'  Oovemmedt. 

I  liaye,  6ct. 
(Signed)  B.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 


Inclosore  2  in  No.  4. 
Mr.  Mc  Hugh  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  LonI^  Fort  Lafayette^  February  13,  1864. 

I  AVAIL  myself  <rf  the  earUest  possible  opportunity  to  reply  categorically  to  tfce 
charges  made  against  me,  commnnicated  by  yonr  Lordship  to  Her  Britannic  Majest/s 
Consal,  recently  laid  before  me,  condsting  of  extract  and  copy  of  two  letters  of  mine,  and 
sammary  of  Mr.  Seward's,  Secretary  of  State  of  this  Go\'ernment,  on  the  same  and  other 
charges.  Respecting  that  addressed  to  Mr.  Gray,  written  at  Belfast,  and  addressed  to 
'Mr.  Gray,  Queenstown,  Ireland,  I  claim,  as  a  British  subject,  the  right  to  communicate 
witii  any  one  in  Her  Majesty's  dominions  on  any  subject  not  in  violation  of  Her  Majesty's 
Proclamation  and  the  laws  of  Great  Britain ;  and  as  the  transaction  referred  to  about 
Mr.  McCoy  simply  applies  to  a  contemplated  appointment  by  a  Governor  Brown,  through 
tJie  influence  of  Mr.  Gray,  one  of  whom  is  at  present  is  a  belligerent  with  the  United 
States,  and  the  other  *'  (Jray*s  "  nationalitv  being  unknown  to  me,  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  in  what  way  I  have  forfeited  my  nght  as  a  British  subject,  or  come  under  the 
jurisdiclion  of  the  United  States'  authorities  for  that  act.  Neither  am  I  aware  that  a 
commercial  recommendation  to  buy  or  sell  any  shares,  stocks,  or  bonds,  which  are 
©penly  negotiate  on  every  Exchange  in  Eurc^e  (as  are  also  the  United  States' securities), 
oonstitute  an  oflfence  punishable  by  law  in  either  of  the  belligerent  States,  if  ^fected, 
or  ''recommended  to  be  effected''  in  a  neutral  country.  The  same  remarks  apply 
equally  to  the  sale  of  a  steamer  or  steamers  referred  to  in  my  letter  to  a  Mr.  Lamar  at 
laverpool  at  a  price  I  am  justified  in  selling  to  any  buyer,  whether  Confederate,  United 
States'  snl^ects,  or  Chinese  (with  the  use  and  application  of  the  same  I  have  nothing  to  do, 
although  I  may  possibly  have  an  idea  of  their  intended  uses,  the  risk  of  which  in  no 
way  devolves  «pon  me,  and  therefore  absolves  me  from  all  participation  m  the  purposes 
to  which  they  may  be  afterwards  applied.) 

As  a  matter  of  course  the  defeat  of  Rosencran^,  or  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  alluded  to 
in  one  and  the  other  communications,  affect  commercially  the  value  of  the  bonds  or 
steamers  to  be  traded  in,  and  as  such,  only  enlist  my  <jxpres8ed  sympathies,  as  they 
would  have  done  in  the  reverse  sense  had  I  been  interested  in  greenbacks  or  other 
United  Stated  securi^s. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Seward's  summary  against  me  dated  the  18th  of  January,  I  beg 
leave  to  represent  that  I  am  a  British  subject,  bom  in  Ireland ;  also  that  **  I  was  not 
domiciled,  resident,  or  pursuing  mercantile  busines  in  Savannah  when  the  insurrection 
broke  out.'*  I  joined  the  house  of  John  Treanor  in  May  1861,  and  left  in  June  1861 ; 
and  his  being  a  so-called  insurgent  in  no  ways  justifies  the  application  of  the  same  term 
to  myself.  I  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  steamer  *'  Bermuda,"  bound  from  Bermuda 
to  Nassau^  attdt^ptured  off  Abaco  light  while  stewing  for  the  latter  port,  and  not,  as 
nssevted^  taken  wlien  attempting  to  run  the  blockade.     We  were  brought  into  Pbila- 
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delphia  in  May  1862,  and  I  left  New  York  in  the  following  September  for  Europe, 
where  I  have  Wn  until  my  retam  here  on  the  18th  of  December^  1863;  when,  on  my 
landing  at  the  Revenue  Office,  my  baggage  was  examined  and  I  was  arrested. 

Mr.  Seward  says,  '*  It  is  not  known,  nor  does  it  appear,^  &c.  If  none  of  these 
]x>ints  are  known  to  the  United  States*  Government,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  on  what 
they  base  their  charges,  unless  it  be  upon  the  bare  supposition  that  I  might  be,  or  may 
have  intended  to  become,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  which  seems  very  bare  ground 
to  base  any  charge  upon ;  and  inasmuch  as  I  have  only  just  returned  from  Great 
Britain,  where  it  is  not  customary  for  a  subject  who  has  travelled  to  perform  any  formal 
renewal  of  allegiance,  and  as  I  was  arrested  on  landing  from,  "  and  not  in  the  act  of 
sailing  by,  the  '  City  of  Washington,* "  as  stated  further  on  in'Mr.  Seward's  despatch, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  must,  if  properly  informed  by  the  functionaries 
charged  with  that  office,  be  as  well  aware  of  that  met  as  they  are  ignorant  of  the 
charges  enumerated  (which  Mr.  Seward  says  are  not  known). 

Kespecting  the  capture  of  the  "  Bermuda,''  I  have  nothing  to  say,  that  being  matter 
for  the  decision  of  tlie  Prize  Courts ;  but  I  do  not  see  what  on  earth  I  have  to  do  vrith 
the  various  agencies  of  the  shipping  Agents,  Fraser,  Trenholm  and  Co.,  or  the  nationality, 
insurrectionary  qualities,  or  birthplace  of  her  Commander.  I  was  discharged  m 
Philadelphia  as  a  neutral  subject  proceeding  to  Savannah,  by  the  only  probable  means 
of  reaching  the  place ;  and  I  have  not  before  heard  it  alleged  that  being  a  passenger 
from  one  English  colonial  port  to  another,  even  vdth  a  view  to  enter  a  blockaded  port 
thereafter,  constituted  an  act  of  hostility  to  one  of  two  belligerent  States.  It  is  also  a 
novelty  in  legislation  that  any  one  having  been  discharged,  as  he  was  entitied  to  be  in 
such  a  case  in  May  1862,  should  be  re-arrested,  and  re-proceeded  against  for  the  same 
offence  nineteen  months  afterwards  on  his  return  to  this  country  from  Europe  on  totally 
different  business. 

My  arrest,  as  before  stated,  took  place  on  the  arrival  of  the  '*  City  of  Washington," 
and  not,  as  stated  in  Mr.  Seward's  document,  on  my  intended  departure,  and  no  papers  or 
letters  or  contraband  was  found  about  me.  I  was  therefore  naturally  surprised,  when 
examined  by  the  Military  Commission  sent  down  here  to  investigate  the  cases  of  arbitrary 
arrest  in  this  fort,  to  find  myself  charged  with  being  carrier  of  a  bundle  of  letters^ 
which  Mr.  Seward  alludes  to  in  rather  severe  terms,  and  addressed  by  disloyal  citizens 
of  Baltimore  to  officers  in  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  on  examining  which  they 
proved  to  be  those  which  had  been  taken  from  the  person  of  Lieutenant  Rooke  of  Her- 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  now  here,  and  on  inquiry  they  were  identified  by  him.  Thus 
it  seems  that  between  detectives,  City  Marshals,  Ministers  of  State,  and  Military  Commis- 
sioners, one  case  is  jumbled  up  and  confounded  with  another  for  the  benefit  of  the 
suspected  of  what  is  neither  known  or  proven.  The  last  item  on  which  stress  is  laid, 
is  having  in  my  possession  sundry  photographs  of  so-called  insurgents,  which  Mr.  Seward 
claims  "  to  be  illustrative  of  devotion  to,  and  habitual  association  with  the  same."  If 
this  be  so,  there  must  be  an  immense  amount  thereof  in  all  the  fancy  stores  of  this  city, 
where  they  were  purchased,  and  although  I  possess  also  a  few  of  Union  officers,  it  did 
not  occur  to  me.  that  the  investment  of  60  cents  in  the  portraits  of  Generals  Lee  and 
Jackson  necessarily .  involved  the  outlay  of  the  same  amount  of  currency  in  the 
perpetuation  of  Generals  Pope  and  Butler  to  insure  myself  from  immunity  and 
oppression. 

In  conclusion,  my  Lord,  I  need  hardly  point  out  the  admixture  of  assumptions, 
errors,  suppository  deductions,  and  trivialities.  I  think  it  will  be  manifest  to  your  Lord- 
ship that  my  arrest  and  imprisonment  is  but  part  of  a  vexatory  and  persistent  system  of 
oppression  and  wrong  practised  on  British  subjects,  applied  indiscriminately  to  those 
who  have  some  interest  in  Confederate  territory  and  those  who  have  none  in  tnis  section 
of  the  United  States,  and  I  trust  to  the  continued  exercise  of  your  official  influence  to 
expose  and  put  an  end  to  it  by  exerting  in  my  favour  the  simple  application  of  the  law 
to  which,  as  a  British  subject,  I  am  entitled  by  Treaty  stipulations. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)         '  JAMBS  McHUGH. 


Inclosure  3  in  Ko.  i. 

Mr.  Mc  Hugh  to  Consul  Archibald. 

Sir^  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbour,  February  13,  1864. 

INCLOSED  yon  will  find  my  statement  refuting  the  charges  adduced  against  me 
by  Mr.  Seward,  which  please  forward  to  his  Excellency  Lord  Lyons,  and  request  hfc 
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attention  to  same ;  as  1  am  now  a  prisoner  ibr  two  months,  and  see  no  immediate 
prospect  of  a  legal  investigation  with  a  view  to  my  release. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  JAMES  McHUGH. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  4. 
Consul  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  New  York,  February  24,  1864. 

REFERRING  to  my  despatch  of  the  23rd  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit 
herewith  inclosed  an  aflSdavit  in  support  of  the  statement  by  Mr,  James  Mc  Hugh  that 
he  is  a  British  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 


Inclosure  5  in  N"o.  4. 

Affidavit  of  Messrs.  Clark  and  Kavanagh. 

WE  the  undersigned  residents  of  Belf^t,  county  of  Antrim,  Ireland,  being  duly 
sworn,  declare  and  say : — 

That  we  are  acquainted  with  James  Mc  Hugh  ;  that  he  was  bom  in  the  county  of 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  about  or  in  the  year  1838 ;  that  he  went  to  the  United  States  of 
America  on  Wednesday  the  4th  day  of  December,  1863,  and  that  we  know  him  to  be  a 
British  subject. 

(Signed)  HUGH  0.  CLARKE. 

JAMES  KAVAIfAGH. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  the  Mayor  of  Belfast,  by  H.  Co  Clarke  and 
James  Kavanagh,  who  are  credible  witnesses,  on  this  9th  day  of  January,  1864,  the 
figures  1863  and  also  1864  being  first  inserted. 

(Signed)  John  Lyth,  Mayor  of  Belfast. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting. 

I,  John  Young,  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Belfast 
(Ireland)  and  ils  dependencies,  do  certify  and  make  known  to  whom  these  presents  shall 
come : — 

That  John  Lyth  is  Mayor  of  Belfast,  and  that  his  signature  to  the  annexed  docu- 
ment is  genuine. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  Consulate  at  Belfast,  this  9th  day  of 
January  in  the  year  1864. 

(Signed)  John  Young,  United  States'  Consul. 


Inclosure  6  in  No.  4. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Sir,  Washington,  February  25,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  your  notes  dated  the  18th  and  26th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honour 
to  transmit  to  you  extracts  from  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  James  McHugh,  and 
to  lay  before  you  an  original  affidavit,  showing  him  to  be  a  native-born  British 
subject 

You  will  perceive  that  Mr,  McHugh  denies  that  "  he  was  domiciled,  residing,  and 
pursuing  mercantile  business  in  Savannah  when  the  insurrection  broke  out ;"  and  you 
will  observe  that  he  states  that  he  was  arrested  on  landing  from,  not  in  the  act  of  sailing 
by,  the  steamer  "  City  of  Washington,*'  and  affirms  that  no  Ui^wspapers  or  letters,  or 
contraband  articles  were  found  upon  him,  and  that  it  appeared  on  investigation  that  the 
bundle  of  letters  supposed  to  have  been  in  his  possession  were  in  fact  taken  from  another 
person. 

I  request  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  the  original  certificate  back  to  me. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LTQNS. 
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IttdMom  7  in  ^9, 1 

Lard  Lyons  to  Consul  Archibald. 

Sir,  Washington,  February  25,  1864. 

fgjfia  1  HAVE  received  ymir  despatthes  of  the  ttay  liefure  yesterday,  and  of  yesterday, 
and  |I  have  laid  before  the  Secietary  of  State  of  the  United  States  the  certificate 
respecting  Mr.  James  McHugh  which  was  inclosed  in  the  latter,  and  extracts  from  the 
the  letter  from  Mr.  McHngh  to  me,  which  was  inclosed  in  the  former. 

lam,  kc. 
(Signed)  LT«WL 


Inclosore  8  in  Ko.  4. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Department  of  State^  Washington,  February  26,  1864« 

I  HAVE  the  hononr  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday  and 
its  accompaniments  relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  James  McHugh,  a  prisoner  at  Fort 
Lafayette,  and  to  inform  yon  that  a  copy  of  the  papers  has  been  communicated  to 
Migw^eneral  John  A.  Dix  at  New  York. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  the  original  certificate  which  accompanied  yotir 
note  Is  fierewiih  returned. 

I  have,  frc. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAJH). 


Inclosnre  9  in  ISo.  i. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Sir,  Washington,  Jptil  4,  1864. 

IN  a  note  dated  the  26th  of  February  last  von  were  so  good  as  to  inform  me  that 
the  statements  made  by  Mr.  McHugh,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  with 
my  note  of  the  previous  day,  had  been  forwarded  to  Major-General  Dix. 

As  more  than  a  month  has  since  elapsed,  and  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
Mr.  McHngh  IS  still  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  I  venture  to  ask  you  to  be  so  goodie 
to  let  me  know  how  the  cas<;  now  stands^  and  especially  to  hiform  me  whether  any  donht 
has  been  thrown  on  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  McHup:h's  statements. 

I  hay^  &c. 
(Signed)  LT(MfS. 


Inclosure  10  in  No.  4. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  SevxLrd. 

Sir,  Washington,  April  5,  1864. 

HER  Majesty's  Government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  notes  which 
yom  ^fid  me  the  honour  to  address  to  me  on  the  18th  and  26th  January  last,  concern]]^ 
the  cue  of  Mr.  James  McHugh,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  deemed  it  right  to  wait  for  further  infonnadoo, 
b6fom  sending  me  instructions  respecting  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  McHugh.  But  with 
regard  to  the  statements  made  in  the  note  of  the  18th  January,  that  ''since  Ae 
V&rmiida'  was  despatched  with  her  unlawful  cargo  by  Fraser,  Trenholm,  and  Co., 
iYm  Oovernmeiatt,  presumes  in  lier  case,  nntU  those  who  shall  be  f4xmd  in  her  service 
skall  prove  to  the  contrary,  that  she  is  not  a  neutral  merchantman,  bat  a  war  tranqxnt.'' 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  directed  me  to  state  distinctly  to  you  that  they  cannot 
adrak  that  the  fact  that  a  ship  belongs  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Treoholm,  and  Ck>.,  i&ooid 
be  hsAA.  to  warrant  an  assumption,  until  the  contrary  is  i^own,  that  such  ship  is  a  war 
transport. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  inrist,  that  in  every  such  case,  unless  it  can  be  proved 
by  prc^)er testimony  that  the  \essel  captured  is  a  war  transport  of  the  so-called  Confe- 
dewawBi,  HiDse  persons  aS  \he  crew  who  may  be  British  subjects,  and  whose  evidence 
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xnav  Bot  be  required  for  proceedings  against  Ihe  vessel  should  be  liberated  immediately, 
BJtd  that  those  whose  evidence  may  be  wanted  should  not  be  treated  as  prisonem  of  war^ 
but  as  necessary  witnesses,  and  Mould  not  be  detained  beyond  the  time  which  may  be 
reasoBably  required  for  thdr  examination* 

Ihayc^Jcc. 
(Signed)  LTOffS. 


Indosure  11  in  No.  4. 
Mr.  Mc  Hugh  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbour^  April  4,  1864. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  addressing  you  on  the  13th  of  February ;  since  then  1  have 
heard  nothing  about  my  case^  except  undergoing  (for  the  third  time)  another  examtiiation 
before  the  Military  Commissioner,  by  special  orders  from  Mr.  Seward. 

In  again  calling  your  attention  to  my  case,  I  have  to  add  that  a  member  c^  th9 
Commission  has  informed  my  friends  in  the  city  that  they  cannot  make  a  case  against 
me,  notwithstanding  which  I  am  still  detained,  and  now  nearly  four  months  a  prisoner. 
As  I  have  failed  to  procure  my  liberation  through  the  representations  of  your  Lordship, 
I  have  submitted  my  papers  and  all  correspondence  to  the  perusal  of  Sir  Hugh  Calms, 
so  that  he  may  represent  affairs  in  the  proper  quarter. 

I  remain^  &c. 
(Signed)  JAMES  McHUGH. 


Lord  Lyons  t0  Eari  RusselL^^Beceived  May  16.) 

Mj  JjCfod,  Washington^  May  3,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatches  of  the  26th  January,  of  the  1 2th  Fi^puary, 
and  of  tlie  5t^  ultimo,  as  well  as  to  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  10th  of  li»ch 
last,  I  have  the  honoiu*  to  transmit  to  your  Lordahip  cof^es  of  ftn*ther  correi^endeBce 
relative  to  the  tmpriaonment  of  Mr.  James  McHugh. 

Your  Lordship  will  see  that  the  Military  Commissioners  by  whom  Mr.  MeHughV 
case  has  been  examined  have  reported  that,  in  their  judgment,  he  ought  to  be  reloased. 
I  hope  to  bear  from  Mr.  Consul  Archibald,  whom  I  have  directed  to  make  me  a  report 
on  ^  mi{]^ct  as  som  as  possible,  that  Mr.  McHugh  has  been  actually  released. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inciosure  1  in  No.  6. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Afr#  Seward. 

Vj  Lord,  Department  of  States  WasUngtony  Jfyrtt  9^  1864.S 

F  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  4&  iratant, 
and  that  of  the  5th,  relating  to  the  case  of  Mr.  James  McHugh,  and  to  inAirro  your 
Lordship,  in  reply,  that  they  will  receive  due  attention. 

(Signed)         '  WTLLTAM  H.  SBWABD. 


Liclosure  2  in  No.  &. 
Mr.  Mc  Hugh  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbour,  April  7,  1864. 

^LNC£  I  last  had  the  hoooiaar  of  addressing  your  Lordship  on  the  4th  iastaaii^  J 
fiadoiy  beaUk  giving  way  under  the  kmg  term  of  confinement  I  havemdainoBe  in  thk 
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Bastille.  I  will  be  a  prisoner  four  months  on  the  18th  instant^  and  I  have  now  to 
respectftilly  request  that  your  Lordship  will  demand  my  release  from  Mr.  Seward,  which 
if  he  refuses,  I  demand  an  immediate  trial.  I  would  also  keep  before  your  Lordship  the 
opinion  of  the  Military  Commission  before  whom  I  was  examined  on  three  different 
occasions,  that  they  cannot  make  a  case  agaiast  me. 

Respectfully  requesting  your  Lordship's  immediate  attention  to  my  case«  I  remain,  &a 

(Signed)  JAMES  McHUGH. 


Indosnre  3  in  No.  5. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Sir,  Washington,  April  18,  1864. 

YOU  were  so  good  as  to  inform  me  on  the  9lh  instant  that  the  notes  which  E  had 
the  honour  to  address  to  you  on  the  4th  and  5th  instant,  respecting  the  imprisonment  of 
Mr.  James  McHugh,  would  receive  due  attention. 

Mr.  McHugh  has  now  been  in  prison  four  months.  He  demands  that  he  be 
released  or  brought  immediately  to  trial.  This  demand  appears  to  me  to  be  perfecfly 
reasonable,  and  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  support  it.  I  must  at  the  same  time  repeat 
the  request  which  I  made  in  my  note  of  the  4th  instant,  to  be  informed  how  the  case 
stands. 

I  haye,  &c. 
(Signed)  LT0N8. 


Inclosore  4  in  No.  5. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Mc  Hugh. 


Sir,  Washington,  April  18,  1864. 

I  HAVE  been  in  constant  communication,  verbal  and  written,  with  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  about  your  imprisonment.  '  I  have  also  been  in  commom- 
cation  with  Her  Majesty's  Government  respecting  it. 

I  have  made  known  to  the  United  States'  Secretary  of  State  your  demand  either  to 
be  released  or  to  be  brought  immediately  to  trial,  and  have  supported  it  to  the  best  of 
jny  ability. 

I  lun,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  5. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  22,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  18th  instant, 
in  relation  to  the  case  of  Mr.  James  McHugh,  and  to  inform  your  Lordship  in  reply, 
that  on  the  11th  instant  I  called  upon  General  Dix  for  information  as  to  the  iHX)gress  of 
the  investigation  in  this  case,  since  which  I  have  had  no  advices  on  the  subject.  I  have 
now  requested  the  Secretary  of  War  to  require  such  information  from  the  proptr 
authorities,  and  have  laid  before  him  a  copy  of  your  note. 

I  have  SiC 
(Signed)        '   WttLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Inclosure  6  in  No.  5. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  27.  1864. 

RECURRING  to  your  note  of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  the  case  of  James 
McHugh,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  in  reply,  that  I  learn  from  Major* 
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General  Dix  that  the  Military  Commission  which  investigated  the  case  have  reported 
that  in  their  judgment  McHugh  should  be  released. 

(Signed)        '  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Inclosure  7  in  No.  6. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Consul  Archibald. 


Sir,  Washington,  April  28,  1864. 

SINCE  I  addressed  to  you  my  despatch  of  the  25th  February  last,  I  have  been 
pertinacious  in  urging  the  United  States'  authorities,  both  verbally  and  in  writing,  to 
release  Mr.  James  McHugh  from  custody,  or  to  bring  him  at  once  to  trial. 

I  received  last  evening  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  informing  me  that  he 
had  learned  from  Major-General  Dix,  that  the  Military  Commission  which  investigated 
the  case  had  reported  that  in  their  judgment  Mr.  McHugh  should  bo  released, 

I  have  to  desire  you  to  inquire  and  yeport  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  whether 
Mr.  McHugh  has  been  actually  released.        ^ 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 

H"o.  6. 

Mr.  E.  McHugh  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  May  25.) 

My  Lord,  Rosemary  Street,  Belfast,  May  24,  1864. 

I  BEG  to  bring  under  your  Lordship's  notice  the  case  of  my  son  James  McHugh, 
at  present  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  Prison,  United  States. 

As  representations  of  his  unjust  arrest  and  severe  and  prolonged  imprisonment  have 
been  frequently  made  to  Lord  Lyons,  your  Lordship  is  doubtless  aware  of  some  of 
the  facts  coimected  with  the  hardships  and  oppression  to  which  my  son  has  been 
subjected. 

Presuming  so  much,  I  will  therefore  merely  state  that  my  son  was  arrested  on  his 
landing  in  New  York  on  the  18th  of  December  last ;  that  he  was  without  trial  or 
examination  conveyed  to  the  city  prison,  and  from  thence,  in  the  same  arbitrary  manner, 
transferred  on  the  28th  of  December  to  Fort  Lafayette,  where  he  still  remains  in  close 
confinement. 

My  son  is  a  British  subject,  and  no  charge  to  warrant  this  treatment  has  ever  been 
preferred  against  him. 

His  repeated  applications  for  a  trial  have  been  refused,  and  although  examined 
three  times  before  a  Military  Commission,  and  although  each  time  the  miserable 
accusations  laid  against  him  fell  to  the  ground,  he  is  yet  kept  in  close  confinement  and 
subjected  to  all  the  hardships  of  a  military  prison. 

1  think  it  right  to  mention  to  your  Lordship  that  the  principal,  if  not  the  only 
charges  against  my  son  were,  Ist,  that  he  was  the  bearer  of  rebel  despatches ;  2ndly,  that 
he  had  on  his  person  photograplis  of  Southern  Generals ;  and  3rdly,  that  while  in  Ireland 
he  had  written  letters  to  persons  in  England  and  Ireland  which  manifested  sympathy  for 
the  Southern  cause. 

The  first  charge  was  wholly  groundless,  and  was  proved  so ;  the  despatches 
in  question  having  been  found  on  the  person  of  an  English  oflScer  whom  my  son  never 
saiv. 

The  second  charge,  which  one  finds  it  hard  to  suppose  could  have  been  seriously 
meant,  also  fell  to  the  ground,  from  the  fact  that  the  collection  of  photographs  contained 
indiscriminately  the  c^ebrittes  of  both  North  and  South. 

As  to  the  third  charge  I  leave  it  to  your  Lordship  to  decide  upon  it. 
I  now  appeal  to  your  Lordship,  not  as  a  father  soliciting  protection  for  his  son,  but 
as  a  British  subject  demanding  that  protection  to  which  he  is  entitled,  and  which  it  is 
the  boast  of  the  Constitution  to  be  always  ready  and  able  to  afibrd. 

I  have  waited  patiently  for  weeks  and  months  in  the  hope  that  a  sense  of  shame,  if 

not  of  justice,  would  have  induced  the  United  States'  authorities  not  only  to  restore  my 

son   to  liberty,  but  to  make  to  him  that  full  compensation  to  which  he  is  entitled.    As  I 

have  been  disappointed  in  this  hope  I  have  been  compelled  to  appeal  to  your  Lordship 
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for  that  interference  in  my  son's  behalf  which  will  be  the  means  of  restoring  him  to 
liberty,  and  procuring  for  him  compensation  for  his  losses  and  suflFerings. 

I  have  &c* 
(Signed)         '  EDWARD  McHUGH. 

No.  7. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  E.  Mc  Hugh. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  May  28,  1864. 

I  AM  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
24th  instant,  respecting  yonr  son's  imprisonment  at  New  York,  and  I  am  to  acquaint 
you  in  reply  that  Lord  Lyons,  m  a  despatcli  dated  the  3rd  of  May,  reports  that 
Mr.  Seward  had  informed  him  that  the  Military  Commissioners  before  whom  your  son 
has  been  examined,  consider  that  he  should  be  released.  I  am  to  add  that  as  soon  as 
Lord  Russell  receives  any  further  informatidb  on  the  subject,  it  shall  be  communicated 
to  you. 

\*  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  HAMMOND. 

No.  8. 
Mr.  Mc  Kenna  to  Mr.  Layard.— ^Received  June  11.) 

Su',  26,  Craven  Street,  Strand,  June  10,  1864. 

AS  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  seeing  you  in  the  House  to-niglit,  and,  as  I  do  not 
wish  to  annoy  you  by  calling  upon  you  at  what  might  probably  be  an  inconvenient  hour, 
I  beg  to  inclose  you  a  statement  of  the  case  of  Mr.  McHugh.  The  statement  was 
prepared  for  circulation  amongst  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons.  As, 
however,  I  did  not  like  to  be  the  cause  of  introducing  any  topic  that  might,  in  any  way, 
embarrass  the  Government,  1  withheld  it  from  general  distribution.  When  1  add  that 
Mr.  McHugh*s  friends  in  New  York  write  to  the  eflFect  that  notwithstanding  that  he  has 
been  declared  innocent,  Lord  Lyons  advises  him  to  procure  his  release  by  influence  or  by 
money,  you  will  understand  the  exact  state  of  affairs,  and  see  the  diflSculty  I  am 
placed  in, 

I  will  not  trespass  on  you  by  a  lengthened  reference  to  Mr.  Mc  Hugh's  grievances, 
but  merely  asks  you,  should  you  consider  it  right  to  do  so,  to  press  his  case  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Washington  Cabinet,  and  to  ask  that  a  British  subject,  declared  innocent  by 
the  Military  Commission  sent  to  examine  him,  should  be  liberated  from  an  imprisonment 
to  which  he  never  should  have  been  subjected. 

Tour,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  Mc  KENNA. 

No.  9. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Mc  Kenna. 

Sir,  Foreign  Officer  June  H,  1864. 

1  AM  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yester- 
day's date,  addressed  to  Mr.  Layard,  respecting  the  case  of  Mr.  James  Mc  Hugh  ;  and  I 
am  to  inform  you  that  a  further  communication  respecting  this  case  will  be  addressed  to 
Lord  Lyons  by  the  mail  of  this  evening. 

I  am^  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  HAMMOND. 
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No.  10. 

Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  June  11,  1864. 

I  INCLOSE  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  A.  McKenna,*  respecting  the  case  of 
Mr.  James  Ale  Hugh.  It  appeared  from  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  Srd  ultimo  that 
the  MiUtary  Commissioners  had  recommended  that  Mc  Hugh  should  be  released,  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  therefore  surprised  and  disappointed  at  not  hearing  that  he 
has  been  set  free. 

If  when  this  despaieh  reaches  you  Mr.  Mc  Hugh  should  be  still  in  confinement,  you 
will  ascertain  why  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners  has  not  been  acted  upon, 
and,  if  necessary,  you  will  apply  to  Mr.  Seward  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

No.  11. 

Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  June  13,  1864. 

ALTHOUGH  Her  Majesty's  Government  can  scarcely  bring  themselves  to  believe 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  United  Slates'  military  authorities  respecting  Mr.  James 
McHugh,  to  which  I  adverted  in  my  despatch  of  the  11th  instant,  will  have  been 
disregarded,  and  that  he  is  still  retained  in  confinement  at  Fort  Lafayette,  they 
nevertheless  think  it  may  be  useful  to  your  Lordship  to  be  informed,  in  reply  to  your 
despatch  of  the  6th  of  April,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government,  after  consultation 
with  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,*  are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Mc  Hugh's  British 
nationality  has  been  satisfactorily  established,  and  that  although  he  may  be  interested 
as  a  partner  in  a  commercial  house  in  the  Confederate  States,  it  is  clear  that  as  far  as 
residence  is  concerned  he  was  never  domiciled  in  these  States. 

Mr.  Mc  Hugh  completely  denies  the  charges  of  having  taken  an  active  or  any 
hostile  part  against  the  United  States,  and  of  having  been  the  bearer  of  any  political 
correspondence.  The  charge  of  carrying  about  with  him  photographs  of  Confederate 
Generals  must  be  pronounced  frivolous,  and  the  rest  of  the  accusations  seem  to  rest  on 
letters  written  by  Mr.  Mc  Hugh  while  in  the  United  Kingdom^  for  which,  of  course,  he 
cannot  be  held  responsible  to  the  United  States. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 
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Further  Papers  respecting  the  Arrest  and  Imprisonment  of 
Mr.  James  M«Hwgh  in  the  United  States. 


Fo,  1. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  July  19.) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  June  28,  1864. 

I  HAD  on  the  25th  iBetaBt  the  heBo»r  te  reo^ve  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the 
1 1th  instant,  directing  me  to  ascertain  why  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners 
in  favour  of  Mr.  McHugh's  release  had  not  been  acted  upon,  and  if  necessary  to  apply  to 
Mr.  Seward  on  the  subject. 

On  learning  from  Mr.  McHugh  at  the  beginning  of  this  month  that  he  was  still 
detained  at  Fort  Warren,  notwithstanding  the  recommendation  of  the  Commission,  I  lost 
no  time  in  addressing  myself  to  Mr.  Seward.  I  liave  since  not  ceased  to  remonstrate  both 
verbally  and  in  writing  against  the  protracted  imprisonment  of  this  British  subject,  and  I 
had  sent  in  a  note  to  Mr.  Seward  on  the  subject  on  the  day  before  T  received  yourLordship's 
despatch.  It  was  not  however  until  the  day  before  yesterday  that  I  received  anything 
like  a  satisfactory  answer.  On  that  day  Mr.  Seward  came  to  my  door,  and  assured  me 
that  Mr.  McHugh  would  be  released  immediately. 

I  shall  not,  however,  be  at  ease  until  I  know  that  Mr.  McHugh  is  actually  at  liberty, 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  even  then  there  will  be  due  from  the  United  States'  Government 
at  least  some  explanation  with  regard  to  the  fact  that  he  was  kept  in  prison  for  more  than 
two  months  after  the  Commission  had  reported  that  he  ought  to  be  released.  As  the 
case  now  stands^  this  prolongation  of  his  imprisonment  appears  to  be  wholly  without 
excuse. 

I  inclose  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  in  relation  to  the  case 
since  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  your  Lorship  my  despatch  of  the  5th  ultimo. 

The  assertion  which  appears  to  have  been  made  to  Mr.  McHugh's  friends  at  N^w 
York,  and  to  have  been  communicated  to  Mr.  McKenna,  to  the  effect  that  I  had  adiiited 
Mr.  McHugh  to  procure  his  liberation  by  money  or  by  influence,  is  of  course  wholly 
without  foundation.  1  have  directed  the  Acting  Vice-Consul  at  New  York  to  endeavour 
to  trace  the  origin  of  this  falsa  st.at^mp.nt,  itad  I  should  i)a  Vfiry  much  obliged  if  your 
Lordship  would  cause  Mr.  McKenna  to  be  asked  to  obtain  and  forward  to  you  copies  of 
the  letters  in  which  it  was  made,  or  atttll  events  ascertten  and  let  you  know  the  names  of 
the  writers  of  them.  I  have  reason  to  think  it  not  impossible  that  some  such  assertion 
may  have  been  made  to  Mr.  McHugh  or  his  friends  with  «  view  to  extorting  money  from 
him,  and  if  so  it  is  extremely  desirable  that  the  authors  of  them  should  be  <&covered,  and 
if  possible  brought  to  justice. 

I  have,  ftc. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  1  in  T^o.  L 
Mr.  McHugh  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbour,  May  31,  IS64. 

IN  again  calling  your  attention  to  my  case,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship 
that  I  have  tad  an  interview  this  morning  with  the  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Military 
Commission,  before  whom  I  was  examined  on  the  29th  January  8th  and  23rd  February, 
and  who  kindly  informed  me  that  the  gentlemen  5^"^p^9^"g  the  Commission  had  decided 
when  last  examined  that  there  were  no  grounds  for  my  detention,  and  had  recommended 
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my  discharge.    I  would  respectfully  request  your  Lordship  to  place  yourself  in  communi- 
cation  with  the  proper  authorities  and  procure  my  release. 

]  remain^  &c. 
(Signed)  JAMES  Mc  HUGH,  of  Belfast,  Ireland. 


Indoeure  2  in  No.  L 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 
Sir,  Washington,  June  5,  1864. 

ON  the  27th  April  you  were  good  enough  to  inform  me  that  the  MiUtary  Commission 
which  investigated  the  case  of  Mr.  James  McHugh  had  reported  that,  iu  their  judgment, 
he  should  be  released.  It  appears,  however^  from  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  him, 
that  he  was  still  at  Fort  Lafayette  on  the  31st  ultimo,  more  than  a  month  afterwards. 

I  earnestly  b^  you  to  call  the  immediate  attention  of  the  proper  authorities  to  the 
case,  and  to  move  them  to  release  Mr.  McHugh  without  further  delay. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


InclosureS  in  No.  1. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  McHugh. 
Sir,  Washington,  June  5,  1864, 

^I  HAVE  b^^ed  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  to  call  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  proper  authorities  to  your  case,  and  to  move  them  to  release  you  without 
further  delay. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  1. 
Acting  Consul  Edwards  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  New  Yorky  June  7,  1864. 

REFERRING  to  your  Lordship's  despatch  to  Mr.  Consul  Archibald  of  the  28th  of 
April,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  herewith  inclosed,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  a 
copy  of  a  letter,  with  its  inclosure,  just  received  at  this  Consulate  from  Mr.  James  McHugh, 
confined  in  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  EDWARDS. 


,  Inclosure  5  in  No.  L 
Mr.  McHugh  to  Consul  Archibald. 


Sir,  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbour,  June  6,  1864. 

SINCE  I  last  had  this  pleasure  I  had  an  interview,  on  the  31st  of  May,  with  the 
gentlemen  composing  the  Military  Commission,  before  whom  I  was  examined  on  three 
different  occasions ;  they  assured  me  that  they  were  not  aware  of  my  still  being  held  as  a 
prisoner,  as  there  were  no  grounds  for  my  detention,  and  had  recommended  my  discharge 
on  the  23rd  February.  The  Judge  Advoeate  (Major  Bolles)  requested  me  to  write  to 
Lord  Lyons  (a  copy  of  which  I  inclose),  and  he  would  forward  same  on  that  ev^iingi 
inclosing  a  note  from  himself.  Up  to  the  present  time  I  am  without  an  answer,  and  I 
have  now  to  request  that  you  will  call  his  Lordship's  attention  to  my  case,  who,  with  these 
facts  before  him,  can  insist  on  my  release. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)        '  JAMES  Mc  HUGH. 
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Indosare  6  in  No.  1. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Washington,  June  10,  1864, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  5th  instant, 
relating  to  James  McHugh,  and  in  reply  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  recalled 
the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  case. 

I  have^  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Inclosure  7  in  No.  1 . 
Lord  Lyons  to  Acting  Consul  Edwards. 


Sir,  Washington,  June  11,  1864. 

IN  answer  to  your  despatch  of  the  7th  instant,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  had 
already  received  from  Mr.  McHugh,  a  similar  letter  to  that  addressed  to  you,  of  which  a 
copy  was  inclosed  in  your  despatch,  and  had  written  in  answer  on  the  5th  instant,  to  say 
that  I  had  begged  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  again  to  recommend  the 
case  to  the  immediate  attention  of  the  proper  authorities. 

In  reply  the  Secretary  of  State  informed  me  yesterday  that  he  had  recalled  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  it. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  8  in  No.  1 . 
Acting  Consul  Edwards  to  Lord  Lyons, 


My  Lord,  New  York,  June  13,  1864. 

REFERRING  to  my  despatch  of  the  7th  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit 
herewith  inclosed,  for  your  Lordship's  information^  a  letter  just  received  at  this  Consulate 
(in  one  addressed  to  me)  from  Mr.  James  McHugh,  in  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  EDWARDS. 


Inclosure  9  in  No.  I. 
Mr.  Mc  Hugh  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Fort  Lafayette,  June  13,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  5th  instant,  in  which 
your  Lordship  informs  me  of  an  interview  you  had  with  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States  in  which  you  demanded  my  release  wthout  any  further  delay.  As  I  see  no 
signs  of  any  approaching  freedom^  I  would  again  respectfully  ask  your  Lordship  to  procure 
an  interview  with  the  JSonourahle  E.  M.  Stanton,  and  on  the  representations  you  may 
make^  he  will  give  your  Lordship  an  order  for  my  liberation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  JAMES  Mc  HUGH. 


Inclosure  10  in  No.  1 . 
Acting  Consul  Edwards  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  New  York,  June  22,  1864. 

IN  referring  to  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  11th  instant,  I  have  been  begged  by 
Mr.  James  McHugh  again  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  fact  of  his  continued 
imprisonment. 
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Mr.  McHugh  informed  me,  when  I  j^eBtarday  aavr  him  in  Fort  Lafayette^  that  he  had 
up  to  that  time  received  no  information  further  than  what  has  heen  communicated  by  your 
Lordship,  that  he  would  soon  be  refeMod« 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)         '  P.EDWAEDS. 


Inclosure  11  in  No.  1. 

Lord  Lytms  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Sir,  Wmhingiorij  June  24,  1864. 

I  HAD  on  the  5th  instant  the  honour  to  remind  you  that  you  had  informed  me  on 
the  27th  of  April  previously  that  the  Military  Commission  which  had  investigated  the 
case  of  Mr.  James  McHugh  had  reported  that  in  their  judgment  he  should  be  released. 

You  were  so  good  as  to  state  to  me  on  the  10th  instant  that  you  had  recalled  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  case,  but  T  have  reason  to  fear  that  although  two 
months  or  more  have  elapsed  since  the  Military  Commission  t*ecommended  that 
Mr.  McHugh  should  be.  released,  this  unfortunate  man  is  still  in  confinement  at  Fort 
Lafayette. 

I  earnestly  entreat  that  orders  may  without  fiirther  delay  1)e  givwi  for  his  restoration 
to  liberty. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  12  in  No.  1. 
Lord  Lyon$  to  Mr.  Mc  Hugh. 


Sir,  Washington,  June  24,  1864. 

I  HAVE  this  day  addressed  a  note  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
calling  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  two  months  have  elapsed  since  the  Military  Commis* 
sion  which  investigated  your  case  reported  that,  in  their  opinion,  you  ought  to  be  released, 
and  I  have  earnestly  entreated  that  orders  may,  without  further  delay,  be  given  for  your 
restoration  to  liberty.  ^^  — ^ 

I  have  received  to-day  a  letter  from  you,  dated  the  13th  instant,  a  duplicate  of  which 
I  received  through  Her  ^iajesty's  Consulate  at  New  York  on  the  14th  instant. 

lam,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  13  in  No.  1. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Acting  Consul  Edwards. 


Sn>  Washington,  June  24,  1864. 

I  HAVE  received  your  d^patehes  of  tfie  13th  instant,  and  of  the  -day  heftm 
yesterday,  respecting  the  case  of  Mr.  James  McHugh. 

Your  despatch  of  the  13th  instant  crossed  that  from  me  written  on  the  same  day, 
in  which,  in  answer  to  a  previous  despatch  from  you  dated  the  7th  instant,  I  informed  yon 
that  I  had  begged  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  n^in  to  Tecommend  the  case 
to  the  immediate  attention  of  the  proper  authorities,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had 
written  to  me  on  the  10th  instant  to  say  that  he  had  recalled  the  attention  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  it. 

A  fortnight  having  since  elapsed,  and  no  further  communication  having  reached  me 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  I  have  again  eamettly  requested  that  orders  may,  without 
delay,  be  given  for  the  restoration  of  Mr.  McHugh  to  liberty. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 
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Indosure  14  in  No.  1. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Acting  Consul  Edwards. 

Sir,  Washington,  June  28,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  your  despatch  of  the  22nd  instant,  and  to  the  previous  correspon- 
dence relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  James  McHugh,  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  assured  me  yesterday  that  Mr.  McHugh  would  be  immediately 
set  free.     I  am  very  anxious  to  hear  from  you  that  he  is  actually  at  liberty. 

I  have  been  informed  that  Mr.  McHugh*s  friends  at  New  York  have  written  to 
England  to  the  effect  that  I  advised  him  to  procure  his  release  by  influence  or  by  money. 
I  am  particularly  anxious  to  trace  the  origin  of  this  false  statement.  I  therefore  beg  you 
to  see  Mr.  McHugh  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  ask  him  whether  he  was  ever  told  that  I 
had  advised  him  to  procure  his  release  by  influence  or  money ;  and  if  he  says  that  he  was 
told  this,  to  call  upon  him  to  state  by  whom.  You  will  also  take  any  other  measures 
which  may  occur  to  you  as  calculated  to  ascertain  the  origin  of  the  unfounded  assertion. 
I  have  written  to  England  for  further  information  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  &C. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 

No.  2. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — {Reteived  July  9.) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  June  28,  1864. 

I  HAVE  recently  had  cause  to  suppose  that  attempts  have  been  made  to  extort 
money  from  British  subjects,  as  well  as  from  Americans,  by  persons  having  or  pretending 
to  have  influence  enough  to  obtain  their  release  from  prison.  Indeed,  I  very  much  suspect 
that  in  several  instances  prisoners  have  obtained  their  release  by  paying  money,  and  that 
others  have  been  detained  on  various  pretexts  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money  after 
orders  have  been  sent  hence  for  theu*  release.  I  have  directed  the  Acting  Consul  at  New 
York  to  lose  no  opportunity  of  collecting  evidence  on  the  subject ;  but  I  have  not  yet 
been  able' to  obtain  sufficient  proof  to  warrant  my  making  a  formal  complaint  to  the  United 
States'  Government,  or,  indeed,  to  justify  my  reporting  the  existence  of  the  practice  to 
your  Lordship  as  an  ascertained  fact. ' 

It  is  with  a  view  to  assist  in  obtaining  evidence  on  this  point  that  I  am  particularly 
anxious  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  names  of  the  writers  of  the  letters  who  stated 
that  I  had  advised  Mr.  McHugh  to  procure  his  release  by  influence  or  by  money.  If  an 
assertion  to  this  effect  was  really  ever  made  to  Mr.  McHugh  or  his  friends,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  it  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money  from  him,  by  leading  him 
to  despair  of  obtaining  his  release  by  my  exertions ;  and  it  would  be  important  to  take 
advantage  of  any  clue  for  discovering  the  authors  of  it. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 

No.  3. 

Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  *  Foreign  Office,  July  9,  1864. 

HER  Majesty's  Government  approve  yom*  Lordship's  proceedings,  as  reported  in  your 
despatches  of  the  28th  ultimo,  with  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  James  Mc  Hugh. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 
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RETURN  to  an  AddrMs  of  the  House  of  Lords,  dated  Jane  9,  1864 ; 

1  .-^**  Copies  of  or  Extracts  from  any  Despatches  from  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at 
Washington,  relating  to  the  Proceedings  or  Report  of  the  Select  Committee 
of  the  United  States'  Congress  on  Immigration,  or  to  Bills  upon  that  Subject 
brought  into  Congress :  And  also, 

2. — ^^' Copies  or  Extracts  from  Despatches  or  Reports  respecting  the  Enlistment  of 
Irish  Immigrants  at  Boston  and  Portland  in  the  Month  of  March  last ; 

3. — ''Or  to  the  Enlistment  of  any  of  Her  Majesty's  Canadian  Subjects  in  the 
United  States  Army.** 


1. — Despatches  from  Lord  Lyons  relating  to  the  Proceedings  or 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  United  States' 
Congress  on  Immigration. 

[No  deqiatches  on  this  subject  have  been  received  from  Her  Majesty's  Minii^r  at 

Washington.] 


2* — Correspondence  respecting  the  Enlistment  of  Irish   Immi- 
grants at  Boston  and  Portland. 


No.  1. 

Consul  Loitsada  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  March  4.) 

My  JjCjA,  Boston,  March  16,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  to  your  Lordship  printed  Eeport  of  the 
proceedings  held  by  an  indignation  meeting  in  reference  to  the  alleged  kidnapping  of 
a  quantity  of  Irish  labourers  brought  over  to  Portland  in  the  steamer  ^^  Nova  Scotian,'* 
by  one  Finney,  ostensibly  under  pretext  of  obtaining  them  work  and  larger  wages  at 
the  Cochetuate  Waterworks,  but  in  reality  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  them,  and 
obtaining  the  high  bounties  now  oflfered.  I  was  applied  to  on  their  behalf,  but  have  not 
at  present  taken  any  action  in  the  matter,  as  the  meeting  is  a  kind  of  Vigilance  Committee, 
and  will  sift  the  affair  thoroughly,  but  I  ^reported  details  to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at 
Washington,  in  case  his  Lordship  wished  to  send  me  any  instructions. 

Mr.  Kidder,  the  merchant  who  is  implicated  in  this  transaction,  also  called  on  me 
yesterday,  and  stated  that  he  meant  to  have  employed  them  as  labourers  only.  With  the 
information  I  had  in  my  possession  as  to  the  real  nature  of  the  scheme,  I  confined 
myself  to  simply  hearing  what  he  chose  to  tell  me.  I  am  informed  that  Finney  is  a 
person  of  bad  reputation,  and  that  the  documents  he  produced  in  Ireland  in  defence  of 
his  course  were  not  genuine.  This,  however,  wiU  be  elicited,  and  I  shall  send  the  Report 
of  the  adjourned  meeting  as  soon  as  it  takes  place. 

I  understand  from  some  of  the  men,  who  also  have  been  to  my  office,  that  many 
more  deluded  Irish  are  on  their  road,  similarly  entrapped,  although  Mr.  Kidder  positively 
denied  being  cognizant  of  the  fact ;  and  I  hope  that  I  am  misinformed  thereon. 

The  bounties  both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  States,  added  to  local 
premiums,  amount  to  700  dollars,  and  even  820  dollars,  besides  15  to  25  to  the  bringer 
in  of  a  recruit,  and  as  the  poor  Irish  are  generally  made  drunk,  and  given  at  the  outside 
26  dollars,  the  sharks  who  prey  on  them  collect  the  balance,  and  thus  a  cargo  of  120,  as 
in  this  instance,  would  net  a  very  large  profit  to  the  speculators. 

There  are  some  features  in  these  transactions  which  involuntarily  recall  to  my  mind 
my  experiences  in  Cuba ;  I  trust,  however,  that  the  publication  of  what  those  who  hire 
themselves  as  labourers  may  expect  on  this  side  will  check  the  traflSc. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  LOUSADA. 

P.S. — Subsequently  to  writing  this,  the  ''Courier*'  publishes  ''a  card"  from 
Mr,  Sadder,  copies  of  which  I  also  inclose. 

F.  L. 


[222]  B.2 
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IncloBore  I  in  No.  1. 
Newspaper  Extract. 

Outrageous  Imposition.  One  Hundred  Dublin  YfiUNo  Mbn  Enticed  to  this 
Country  on  false  Pretences. — ^Thc  Irish  citizens  of  Gharlestown  and  Boston  have  been 
greatly  excited  this  week,  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  in  Gharlestown  of  eighty-six 
young  Irishmen  from  the  city  of  Dublin,  under  extraordinary  circumstances.  These 
young  men,  102  in  all,  left  Liverpool  on  February  27th,  in  a  steamer  for  Portland,  which 
reached  that  city  on  Wednesday  morning,  Marcli  9th.  The  men  took  an  early  hreak&st 
and  then  landed.  A  few  of  them  strayed  away  from  their  companions,  but  the  remainder 
came  on  to  Boston  in  the  afternoon  train,  in  charge  of  the  Emigrant  agent,  a  Mr.  Finney, 
under  whose  inducements  and  promises  they  left  their  home.  Upon  their  arrival  in  this 
city,  the  men  were  conducted  to  an  old  building  on  Bunker  Hill-street,  Gharlestown, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Jerome  G.  Kidder,  of  this  city,  formerly  used  for  his  business  purposes, 
but  now  improved  as  a  *'  Mission  House."  At  this  building  nothing  was  provided  for  the 
reception  of  the  men  ;  no  food,  although  they  had  eaten  nothing  since  early  morning  and 
it  was  now  half-past  9  o'clock ;  no  bedding,  no  comforts  of  any  kind,  not  even  straw  to 
sleep  upon.  After  a  little  while,  some  crackers  and  cheese  were  procured,  and  a  tub  of 
ale  was  brought  in  with  which  the  wearied  men  sought  to  refresh  themselves.  In  the 
morning  they  had  whisky  for  breakfast,  and  a  number  of  those  who  partook  of  it  were 
made  senseless. 

Mr.  Kidder,  the  owner  of  the  building,  presented  himself  on  the  night  of  their 
arrival,  and  told  the  men,  so  it  is  reported  by  several  of  them,  that  the  rrork  they 
were  brought  over  to  do  was  not  ready;  but  that  need  not  make  no  diflFerence,  they 
need  not  be  idle  a  single  day ;  they  could  enlist  at  once,  and  recommended  the  28th, 
an  Irish  regiment,  to  them.  Upon  this,  the  suspicions  were  confirmed  which  had 
been  growing  upon  the  men,  that  they  had  been  deceived  and  enticed  from  their  homes 
upon  false  pretences. 

The  men  are  fine,  stalwart  fellows,  young  mechanics,  all  from  the  city  of  Dublin. 
One  of  them,  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Ward,  is  a  comedian,  who  has  acted  upon  the 
Dublin  boards  and  in  the  Irish  Provinces,  in  parts  like  those  assumed  by  Barney  Williams 
and  Florence.  Their  story  is,  that  they  were  induced  to  come  to  this  country  through 
the  representation  of  this  Mr.  Finney,  who  was  announced  in  the  papers  as  an  **  emigration 
agent  for  the  principal  railroads  in  New  England,  who  was  commissioned  to  procure  1,000 
labourers."'  The  terms  he  offered  them  were  a  fr^e  passage,  work  immediately  upon 
arrival,  a  new  suit  of  clothes,  and  21.  a  month  and  found,  for  wages.  Mr.  Finney 
now  declares  himself  to  be  agent  for  Mr.  Kidder,  and  Mr.  Kidder  protests  that  he  caused 
the  men  to  be  brought  over  here  in  good  faith,  actually  and  bond  fide  to  work  upon  the 
Gharlestown  waterworks,  and  that  he  was  ready  on  Friday  to  take  as  many  of  the  men 
to  West  Medford  as  would  consent  to  go,  and  put  them  at  once  to  work.  He  says,  more- 
over, that  ho  has  no  knowledge  of  who  ordered  the  liquor  to  the  men  on  the  night  of 
their  arrival.     It  was  certainly  done  without  his  privity. 

The  condition  of  the  men  the  morning  after  their  arrival  in  Gharlestown  was  anything 
but  gratifying.  Their  number  had  already  been  diminished  by  those  left  behind  at 
Portland,  and  of  these,  the  recruiting  agents  had  snapped  up  eight.  Without  money, 
without  friends,  with  scanty  clothing,  with  no  means  to  procure  sustenance,  they  would 
have  suffered  greatly,  had  not  kind-hearted  countrywomen  supplied  their  wants. 
Eecruiting  agents  hovered  round  them,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  gobbled  up  several. 
On  the  evening  of  Thursday  they  had  another  interview  with  Mr.  Kidder,  when  they 
were  told  the  hall  must  be  cleared,  and  they  would  not  have  had  a  place  to  lay  then" 
heads  had  not  Gaptain  John  Warren,  who  keeps  an  establishment  on  that  street,  near 
by,  bestirred  himself  and  procured  billets  for  them  upon  the  neighbours  round.  Yesterday 
morning  they  were  still  in  Bunker  Hill-street,  subsisting  upon  charity,  and  still  pestered 
with  recruiting  agents.  In  the  course  of  the  forenoon  Mr.  Kidder  again  appeared  among 
them,  offering  to  take  as  many  as  would  go  to  the  waterworks  at  West  Medford.  But 
the  men  had  lost  confidence  in  him.  They  cost  Mr.  Kidder  70  dollars  a  head  to  land 
them  in  Boston.  It  will  prove  a  poor  speculation  as  it  has  turned  out.  But  if  they  had 
taken  his  recommendation  on  the  night  of  their  arrival,  to  enlist,  he  might  have  made 
himself  whole  and  something  more. 

The  Irish  citizens  of  Boston  and  vicinity,  feeling  indignant  at  the  imposition 
practised  upon  their  countrymen,  called  a  meeting  at  the  Stackpole  House  to  investigate 
the  facts  in  the  case,  which  was  very  largely  attended.  Gharles  F.  Donnelly,  Esq.,  was 
called  to  the  chair,  and  Edward  Eyan  was  appointed  Secretary.  The  Ghairman,  in 
stating  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  recited  the  circumstances  under  which  the  men  came 
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here,  as  stated  in  the  tirst  part  of  this  article.  From  the  facts  as  they  had  been  presented 
to  him,  he  believed  that  the  original  intent  of  parties  who  brought  the  men  over  was  to 
make  them  part  of  the  quota  of  Massachusetts.  .  The  men  themselves  think  they  have 
been  duped,  and  that  it  was  the  intention  to  sell  them  to  the  military  service. 

Martin  Mc  Manus,  an  employ^  on  the  Midland  and  Great  Western  Railway,  one  of 
the  emigrants,  said  to  the  meeting: —  He  had  full  employment  at  2^.  lOd.  a-day,  and 
that  he  was  induced  by  the  representations  of  Mr.  Finney — free  passage,  steady  work, 
21.  British  a-month  and  board,  and  two  suits  of  clothes  a-year — to  come  over.  He  had 
found  no  work.  He  was  not  told  by  Finney  where  the  work  would  be,  but  that  he  should  be 
treated  of  the  best.  Was  told  on  board  the  ship  a  partv  would  meet  them  on  the  wharf 
in  Portland — a  real  gentleman  and  a  good  friend,  who  would  take  care  of  them,  and  they 
must  take  off  their  hats  and  give  him  three  cheers.  Their  supper,  when  they  arrived  in 
Bunker  Hill  Street,  after  fasting  all  day,  consisted  of  a  barrel  of  crackers  and  a  cheese, 
with  a  knife  on  it,  and  the  question  was,  ^' Who  shall?"  and  there  was  a  scramble,  some 
getting  enough  for  five,  others  getting  nothing.  For  breakfast  they  had  buckets  of 
whiskey.  That  night,  without  beds,  or  even  straw,  enlisting  agents  were  among  them  all 
the  time.  Finney  also  staid  with  them.  They  said  the  waterworks  were  done  up,  and 
the  only  thing  for  them  to  do  was  to  enlist.  Mr.  Kidder,  himself,  told  them  he  could 
find  different  men  to  take  them  ;  but  if  they  were  inclined  to  enlist,  they  had  better  do  it, 
for  he  had  no  work  for  them  to  do. 

John  Glannan,  labourer  of  Dublin,  who  earned  3^.  a-day  four  or  five  days  in  the 
week,  was  induced  to  come  on  similar  representations  as  Mc  Manus  had  spoken  of.  Finney 
would  give  them  nothing  at  Portland,  and  at  the  hall  in  Charlestown  a  policeman  was 
stationed  on  the  first  night  to  prevent  their  going  out.  Mr.  Kidder  told  them  he  had 
work  for  thirty  or  forty,  but  no  more,  on  the  waterworks  at  1  dollar  25  cents  a-day. 

Others  made  statements  of  a  like  character. 

P.  R.  Sullivan,  a  friend  to  Mr.  Kidder,  expressed  his  belief  that  Mr.  K.  had  acted 
from  good  motives.  Mr.  Kidder  had  written  to  Finney  not  to  ship  any  men  of  the  22nd 
of  February,  but  they  were  shipped  on  the  25th  of  February,  and  came  unexpectedly. 
Under  the  circumstances  he  had  done  the  best  he  could.  He  was  not  prepared  with  work 
for  the  men,  but  told  them  if  they  thought  fit  to  enlist  he  should  claim  70  dollars  from 
each  to  reimburse  expenses. 

E.  Smythe,  Representative  from  Ward  1,  Boston,  asked  if  the  men  were  intended 
for  waterworks  why  their  shipment  was  suspended  just  at  the  season  was  approaching 
when  such  work  could  be  prosecuted  ?  What  could  men  do  in  digging  and  tearing  up 
the  earth  in  February?  If  Mr.  Kidder  had  told  his  agent  not  to  send  more  n^en  till  later 
in  the  season  there  would  have  been  sense  in  it.  He  believed  that  it  was  intended  to  have 
the  men  here  just  prior  to  a  certain  epoch  which  all  were  looking  for — the  draft,  and  they 
would  come  very  handy  then. 

Mr.  Martin  Lynch  said  he  had  heard  at  Concord,  iT.  H.,  long  before  these  men 
arrived,  that  this  same  emigration  agent,  Mr.  Finney,  had  been  engaged  last  summer  in 
bringing  substitutes  to  New  Hampshire  and  selling  them.  He  became  notorious  as  a 
substitute  broker,  and  made  money  by  it.  After  he  was  arrested  in  Dublin  on  suspicion 
of  employing  men  to  make  soldiers  of  them,  he  wrote  that  he  would  make  30,000  dollars 
out  of  the  operation  he  was  then  engaged  in — engaging  men  to  work  on  railroads,  but 
really  to  make  substitutes  of  them.  Now,  asked  Mr.  Ryan,  if  Mr.  Kidder  was  honest 
in  getting  these  men  here,  would  he  select  such  a  person  as  Finney'  for  his  agent  ? 

A  Voice. — The  man  who  sent  Finney  was  worse  than  Finney  himself. 

Mr.  Lynch, — What  we  want,  gentlemen,  is  to  sift  this  matter  to  the  bottom,  find 
who  the  guilty  persons  are  and  punish  them.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  a  committee 
b^  appointed  by  the  chair  to  investigate  all  the  facts  in  the  case  to  report  at  a  future 
meeting.     Adopted. 

Mr.  Edward  Ryan  offered  some  remarks  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Kidder  ought  not  to 
be  judged  and  condemned  without  a  hearing.  The  meeting  had  heard  one  side  ;  let  the 
other  side  have  a  hearing.  It  might  be  that  after  all  Mr.  Kidder  had  done  nothing  worthy 
of  censure. 

The  Chairman  named  as  the  Committee,  Eneas  Smythe,  Dr.  Bath  Morris,  James 
Dowling,  Edward  Ryan,  Martin  Lynch,  Charles  F.  Donnelly,  John  Horan,  and  Michael 
McCaffrey. 

The  same  gentlemen,  with  the  addition  of  P,  R.  Sullivan,  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  collect  subscriptions  for  the  relief  of  the  immigrants.  A  subscription  list  was'  opened 
and  upwards  of  60  dollars  was  subscribed  on  the  spot. 

A  Mr.  Shea,  one  of  the  emigrants  who  had  just  entered  the  meeting,  said  he  went 
to  the  waterworks  at  West  Medford  that  aftonicon,  and  was  introduced  to  the  contractor, 
Mr.  McDonald.     That  gentleman  said  that  he  had  never  had  anything  to  do  with  getting 


Digitized  by 


Google 


men  from  Ireland  to  work.  Knew  nothing;  about  these  emigrants  until  yesterday,  when 
Mr.  Kidder  came  to  him  and  said  he  had  the  men  here,  but  seeing  how  matters  had 
turned  he  could  make  no  good  of  them.  Mr.  McDonald  employed  twenty-three  of  the 
emigrants.  He  expressed  the  belief  that  Mr.  Kidder  had  got  the  men  over  here  for  the 
purpose  of  enlisting  them. 

The  Investigation  Committee  will  meet  this  forenoon  at  11  o'clock,  at  the  Stackpole 
House,  when  Mr.  Kidder  and  Mr.  Finney  and  their  friends  are  invited  to  be  present. 

The  meeting  stands  adjourned  to  a  week  from  Monday  next,  a£  the  Hall  of  the 
Constitutional  Democratic  Club,  to  hear  the  report  of  investigation. 

Messrs.  Lynch,  Donnelly  and  Ryan  are  a  Committee  to  disburse  the  funds  for  relief 
to  the  destitute  emigrants. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  1. 

Newspaper  Extract. 

WE  print,  on  the  outside  of  to-day's  "  Courier,"  a  card  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  Kidder, 
according  to  his  request.  We  prefer  to  make  no  remarks  upon  the  subject  until  the 
investigation  which  is  in  progress  is  concluded.  In  connection  with  this  subject,  however, 
we  quote  the  following  from  the  Dublin  ^*  Freeman's  Journal  :'* — 

'*  Suspicious. — On  Tuesday  evening,  23rd  of  February,  fifty-six  young  men  left  the 
North  Wall  by  the  steamer  *  St.  Columoa '  for  Liverpool,  en  route  for  Boston,  United 
States.  The  emigrants  were  engaged  by  an  agent  here  from  America  as  workmen  on  a 
line  of  railway  now  said  to  be  in  course  of  construction.  By  the  conditions  of  the 
agreement  the  emigrants  cannot  work  save  at  the  railway ;  but  it  is  stated  that  they  will 
be  granted  permission  to  join  the  Federal  army.  They  will  be  inspected  at  Liverpool 
p^or  to  embarking  in  a  ship  chartered  to  take  700  Irishmen  to  America.'' 


''A  Card. 

'^  The  morning  papers  of  Saturday  contain  an  account  of  a  meeting  of  Irish  citizens^ 
ini  which  I  am  charged  with  inhumanity  in  the  treatment  of  some  emigrants  from  Ireland,, 
whose  passage  I  had  become  responsible  for. 

*^  This  was  an  experiment  to  see  if  by  possibility  a  plan  of  importing  labourers  could 
be  made  self-sustaining. 

'^  The  depths  of  poverty  from  which  this  100  men  have  been  taken  may  be  inferred 
from  the  fact  that  before  they  were  shipped  they  all  signed  an  agreement  to  work  for  one 
year  for  10  dollars  per  month  and  their  board  and  lodging,  the  cost  of  their  passage  to 
be  deducted  from  their  first  earnings.  Owing  to  the  want  of  notice  of  the  arrival  of  the 
men  at  Portland  (they  arriving  here  at  9  o'clock  p.m.)  it  was  impossible  to  find  beds  for 
them,  and  they  were  placed  in  a  new  commodious  building  in  Charlestown,  furnished  with 
settees  and  warmed  and  lighted.  An  ample  supply  of  such  refreshments  as  could  be 
got  at  that  late  hour  was  furnished,  there  being  no  time  to  have  meat  cooked.  On  the 
following  morning  a  breakfast  of  eggs,  bread,  tea,  and  what  cooked  provisions  ^ams, 
roast  and  boiled  beef)  the  Parker  House  could  supply,  which  was  ample  in  quantity  and 
the  quality  which  had  been  provided  for  the  guests  of  the  Parker  House. 

^^  By  very  great  exertions  I  was  able,  through  the  kindness  of  Messrs.  Stephenson, 
engineer,  and  McDonald,  contractor,  aided  by  the  directors  of  the  Charlestown  Water 
Works,  to  make  arrangements  that  the  men  should  be  taken  on  to  work  at  once  at  the 
going  rate  of  wages. 

"  My  object  being  philanthropic  to  aid  these  poor  men,  as  well  as  to  supply  the  great 
need  we  have  of  labour  here,  I  told  the  men  that  by  their  agreement  they  were  bound  to 
work  for  10  dollars  per  month  for  a  year,  but  that  I  had  determined  that  I  would  give  in 
to  them  all  of  the  (fifference  between  that  piiue  and  the  rate  which  the  water  contractors 
would  give,  which  was  1  dollar  50  cents  per  day. 

"That  they  should  have  all  of  their  first  earnings  to  furnish  themselves  with 
clothing,  and  that  after  this  their  earnings  must  be  applied  to  reimburse  me  for  what  I 
paid  for  each  of  their  passages,  according  to  their  agreement ;  and  that  so  soon  as  that 
was  made  good,  all  that  they  earned  would  belong  to  themselves,  thus  really  giving  to 
them  what  might  be  equal  to  120  or  150  dollars  in  the  year  more  than  they  expected. 

"  I  proposed  that  30  of  them  should  go  by  the  2*30  train  that  day,  but  when  the 
time  arrived  what  remained  of  them  refused  to  go.    In  the  evening,  ample  provision 


Digitized  by 


Google 


baviBg  been  made  of  food  and  beds^  they  again  promised  to  go  out  on  the  7*10  train.     I 
sent  a  man  to  take  them  to  the  depots  but  they  again  refused. 

'*  On  the  2'30  train  I  finally  succeeded  in  getting  off  16,  and  Mr.  McDonald  writes 
to  me  that  he  has  25,  and  can  take  up  to  100. 

'*  The  only  hardship,  if  it  is  a  hardship,  that  these  men  have  undergone  is  that  of 
having  to  sleep  for  one  night  in  a  comfortable  room  on  settees  or  on  the  floor,  and  which, 
from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  was  unavoidable. 

"  I  understand  that  at  the  meeting  of  Irish  citizens,  some  60  dollars  were  subi^eribed 
to  aid  the  men.  It  was,  I  think,  quite  unnecessary  to  do  this.  If,  instead  of  it,  they 
had  insisted  with  the  men  that  they  should  go  to  work,  it  would  have  been  much  better 
for  them.  I  do  not  hear  that  anything  was  said  or  done  at  the  meeting  relative  to  the 
forfeiture  of  their  agreement  by  those  men  who  have  run  away,  or  that  any  steps  were 
taken  to  make  up  the  loss  to  me  of  the  cost  of  their  passages,  of  which  I  am  to  be 
defrauded. 

"The  conduct  of  the  men  on  this  "occasion  willno  doubt  preclude  the  probabiHtv  of 
any  further  attempts  of  the  kind  being  made,  although  I  am  informed  from  the  best 
authority  that  10,000  men  could  be  engaged  on  the  same  terms  as  these. 

"  I  would  give  notice  that  any  of  the  men  who  are  willing  to  go  to  work  have  only 
to  proceed  to  West  Medford,  from  the  Lowell  Kaih-oad  *  dcp6t,  and  inquire  of  the 
conductors,  who  will  direct  them  to  the  waterworks. 

"  The  papers  who  have  given  circulation  to  the  account  of  the  meeting  mentioned 
above  wiU  confer  a  favour  by  publishing  this  statement. 

(Signed)  "J.  G.  Kiddek." 

No,  2. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  RusselL — {Received  March  29.) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  March  14,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at 
Boston,  informing  me  of  practices  which  have  been  resorted  to  in  order  to  entrap  into 
enlisting  into  the  United  States'  army  a  large  number  of  Irishmen  brought  to  this 
country  by  a  man  named  Finney,  who  is  stated  to  have  been  not  long  ago  arrested  in 
Ireland  on  the  charge  of  being  engaged  in  recruiting  there  for  the  Federal  service. 
I  inclose  also  a  copy  of  the  answer  which  I  have  made  to  the  Consul's  despatch. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  2. 

Consul  Lousada  to  Lord  Lyons. 
My  Lord,  •  Boston,  March  11,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  the  outline  of  a  deposition  just 
made  before  me  by  a  respectable  householder,  Martyn  Lynch,  proprietor  of  the  *'  Stackpole 
Hotel,"  Boston.  It  is  to  the  effect  that  one  Finney,  a  man  lately  arrested  in  Ireland  for 
recruiting,  but  who  got  off  under  the  plea  that  he  was  obtaining  labourers  for  the  puUie 
works  at  Charleston,  Massachusetts,  brought  over  120  Irishmen  to  Portland  bj  last 
steamer,  and  had  conveyed  them  tiience  to  Charlestown,  adjoining  and  part  of;  and 
having  located  them  in  some  haU,  afterwards  took  in  four  gallons  of  whiskey«  got  several 
of  them  to  enlist,  and  secured  the  money.  The  hall  in  question  is  owned  by  one  JSliddef, 
of  State-street,  who  is  either  partner  with  Finney,  or,  probably,  his  employe?.  A 
Mr.  Warren,  a  grocer  residing  in  Charleston,  interfered  and  spoilt  the  plot  a  little  \pf 
telling  these  men  how  shamefully  they  had  been  imposed  ^pon ;  but  subsequently  more 
whiskey  was  introduced,  and  Martyn  Lynch  supposes  that  by  this  time  they  «re  all 
secured. 

The  bounties  now  approaching  700  dollars,  the  speculators  must  clear  about  500 
dollars  a-man.  An  indignation  meeting  of  Irish  is  ito  be  held  this  eveniqg  9A,  the 
**  Stackpole  House,''  as  many  more  victims  are  on  the  road,  and  some  prompt  action  is 
desirable.  This  is  the  substance  of  tile  testimony  of  Mr.  Lynch,  and  he  has  promised  me 
further  details  to-morrow.  MMli 

I  report  this  briefly  to  save  to-day's  post,  in  case  your  Lordship  should  desire  to 
sead  me  any  iastraetioBst  liereoa* 

I  have,  kt^ 
(Signed)  P.  LOXTSADA. 
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Inclosure  2  in  No.  2. 
Lard  Lyons  to  Consul  Lousada. 

Sir,  Wafihington,  March  13,  1864. 

1  HAVE  received  this  morning  your  despatch  of  the  day  before  yesterday,  giving 
the  outline  of  a  deposition  made  before  you  respecting  improper  means  which  appear  to 
have  been  employed  to  induce  a  large  number  of  Irishmen,  who  have  recently  landed  in 
this  country,  to  enlist  in  the  United  States*  army. 

In  the  absence  of  more  detailed,  information,  I  can  do  little  more  than  instruct  you 
to  use  every  means  to  obtain  such  evidence  of  the  practices  of  which  these  British  subjects 
appear  to  have  been  the  victims  as  shall  enable  me  to  bring  their  cases  before  the  United 
States'  Government,  with  some  hope  of  obtaining  their  discharge. 

It  would  also  be  desirable  that  you  should  lose  no  time  in  obtaining  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  individuals  enlisted,  and  such  information  concerning  each  of  them  as  may 
be  useful  in  tracing  him. 

If  you  have  any  hope  of  being  able,  by. application  to  the  local  authorities;  military 
or  civil,  to  obtain  the  release  of  these  British  subjects  at  once,  or  the  punishment  of  the 
men  by  whom  they  have  been  deceived,  you  w  ill  of  course  take  immediate  steps  for  the 
purpose.    , 

You  will  in  any  case  send  me  speedy  and  full  information  on  the  whole  matter,  with 
a  view  to  such  representations  as  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  make  to  the  Central 
Government  here. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 

No.  3. 

Earl  Rvssell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  March  31.  1864. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch  of  the  14th  instant  and  its  inclosures,  respecting  the 
proceedings  of  the  man  Pheeny  or  Finney  to  induce  the  Irishmen  who  accompanied  him 
to  America  to  enlist  in  the  United  States'  Army ;  and  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  bring 
these  proceedings  to  the  notice  of  Mr.  Seward,  and  to  request  that  he  will  cause  an 
inquiry  to  be  made  respecting  them. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

No.  4. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  RusselL — (Received  April  3.) 

My  Lord,  •      Washington,  March  22,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  1 4th  instant,  1  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  two  further  despatches  from  Mr.  Consul  Lousada 
respecting  the  means  employed  at  a  place  near  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  in  the 
United  States'  army  a  large  number  of  immigrants,  who  appear  to  have  been  brought  to 
this  country  by  a  man  named  Finney  on  board  the  steamer  '^  Nova  Scotian." 

Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Portland  informs  me  that  he  had  sent  to  your  Lordship  a 
copy  of  a  despatch  which  he  wrote  to  me  on  the  1 7th  instant,  and  from  which  I  learned 
that  still  more  unjustifiable  practices  had  been  used  to  induce  seven  Irishmen  belonging 
to  the  same  party  to  enlist  at  Portland.  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship 
herewith  further  papers  relative  to  this  affair. 

Among  the  papers  your  Lordship  will  find  a  copy  of  note,  in  which  1  have  stated  to 
Mr.  Seward  that  if  it  be  not  thought  proper  to  discharge  these  seven  men  at  once,  I 
trust  that  a  serious  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  under  which  their  enlistment  took 
place  will  be  made,  and  that  measures  will  be  immediately  taken  to  prevent  their  being 
forwarded  to  the  army,  or  placed  in  actual  service,  pending  the  investigation. 

I  have  in  the  same  note  directed  to  Mr,  Seward's  attention  to  the  case  of  the  Irish- 
men enlisted  at  Boston^  and  have  addressed  to  him  an  earnest  request,  not  only  that 
prompt  redress  may  be  given  for  the  wrongs  suffered  by  the  individuals  whose  cases  I 
have  brought  before  him,  but  that  measures  may  be  taken  effectually  to  protect  in 
future  British  subjects  arriving  in  the  United  States  from  the  practices  of  unscrupulous 
recruiting  agents. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  hTOm. 
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Inclosurc  1  in  No.  4. 

Consul  Lousada  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Boston,  March  12,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  an  extract  from  the  Boston  "  Courier "  of  to-day, 
containing  an  account  of  the  meeting  held  yesterday  evening  in  reference  to  those  Irishmen 
brought  over  by  Finney  (or  Phinncy),  and  subject  of  my  despatch  of  the  11th  instant. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  LOUSADA. 

Tnclosure  2  in  No.  4. 

Newspaper  Extract. 

[See  Inclosure  1  in  No.  1 J 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  4.  ^ 

Consul  Lousada  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Boston.  March  17,  1864, 

IN  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  T2th  instant,  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  ''  card  " 
published  by  Mr.  Kidder,  which,  as  the  '^Courier"  justly  observes,  can  be  taken 
quantum  valeat.  I  am  in  train  to  get  an  authentic  list  of  the  men  brought  over, 
and  hope  to  forward  it  to-morrow.  Meanwhile  the  "  Indignation  Committee"  are  hard  at 
work,  and  some  curious  developments  are  promised  for  the  next  meeting,  a  report  of 
which  is  to  be  published  and  will  be  duly  forwarded. 

I  have  &rc 
(Signed)         '  F.*  LOUSADA. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  4. 

Newspaper  Extract. 

[See  Inclosure  2  in  No.  1.] 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  4. 

Thomas  Valley  and  six  others  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  ^  Philadelphia,  March      ,  1864. 

SINCE  writing  the  inclosed,  \vc  have  been  sent  to  the  seat  of  war,  and  we  will  be  in 
Washington  to-morrow.  Will  your  Lordship  have  us  justified  and  released  ?  I  believe 
we  are  going  to  Alexandria.     Don't  forget  your  Lordship's  obedient  servants. 

(Signed)  T.  TULLEY. 


Inclosure  6  in  No.  4. 

Thomas  Tulley  and  six  others  to  Lord  Lyons, 

My  Lord,  Camp  Berry,  Portland,  America,  March  13,  1864. 

I  BEG  leave  most  respectfully  to  intimate  to  you  that  I  sailed  from  Ijiverpool  on 
the  26th  February,  1864,  for  the  purpose  of  making  good  my  position  in  life.  I  and  my 
companions,  whose  names  are  attached  hereto,  arrived  in  Portland  on  the  9th  of  March 
instant.  We  landed  with  tickets  in  our  possession  to  bring  us  to  Boston,  but  scarcely 
were  we  in  America  six  hours,  when  we  were  arrested,  put  into  prison,  where  we  remained 
until  the  morning  following,  when  we  made  application  to  have  ourselves  released ;  this 
was  denied  us>  unless  we  became  American  soldiers.  This  we  individually  declined,  and 
after  being  imprisoned  for  upwards  of  thirty  hours,  without  a  drink  or  a  mouthfdl  of 
food,  we  were  obliged  to  go  the  recruiting  depot  in  Portland,  and  become  soldiers,  solely 
on  account  of  thirst  and  hunger,  together  with  the  hopes  that  were  held  out  to  us  by  the 
Deputy-Governor  of  the  prison  and  his  recruiting  myrmidons.  We  had  not  even  an 
opportunity  of  making  our  case  known  to  the  English  Consul,  but  when  the  opportunity 
offered  Mr.  Murray  called  on  us,  and  signified  his  disapprobation.  Notwithstanding, 
I  fear  we  will  be  compelled  to  proceed  into  the  American  army  towards  the  Potoniac. 
Now,  my  Lord,  I  most  respectfully  submit  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  civilization  to 
have  subjects  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  sold  as  a  lot  of  slaves,  and  therefore  we  appeal 
to  your  Lordship  for  justice.     We  are  enrolled  i^  the  20th  Maine  Infantry  Regiment, 
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and  tbe  British  Consul  was  here  last  evening,  and  told  us  he  would  do  his  utmost  for  us, 
and  that  if  he  did   not  succeed  he  would  write  to  your  Lordship.     We  are  about  repre- 

I  senting  the  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  England,  but  previous  to  our  doing  so,  we 
:  submit    our    case    to   your    Lordship,  fully  hoping   that   you    will  not  tolerate  Britidi 

(subjects  being  kidnapped  after  six  hours'  residence  in  America. 
,  Your  Lordship  no  doubt  will  know  the  proper  source  to  apply  to  for  our  liberation. 

II  (Signed)  THOMAS  TULLEY. 
I  EDWD.  CASSIDY. 

I!  JAMES  HIGOmS. 

.  M.  F.  BYRNE. 


MARTIN  HOGAN. 
THOMAS  BURKE. 
MICHAEL  MORAN. 


Inclosure  7  in  No.  4. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Consul  Murray. 


Sir,  Washing touy  March  18,  1864. 

I  TRANSMIT  to  you  copies  of  two  letters  which  I  have  received  this  morning, 
and  from  which  it  would  appear  that  seven  British  subjects,  Thomas  Tulley,  Edward 
Cassidy,  James  Higgins,  Michael  F.  Byrne,  Martin  Hogan,  Thomas  Burke,  Michael 
Moran,  were  arrested  on  landing  at  Portland,  and  have  been  forced  into  the  United 
States'  military  service. 

It  seems  that  these  men  were  in  communication  with  you  when  they  were  at 
Portland,  and  I  have  to  request  you  to  make  to  me  a  full  report  on  the  case,  in  order 
that  I  may  be  able  to  determine  whether  it  will  be  proper  for  me  to  take  measures  to 
obtain  their  discharge. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  8  in  No.  4. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 


Sir,  Washington,  March  19,  1864. 

I  BEG  you  to  take  into  immediate  consideration  the  despatch  from  Her  Majestfn 
Consul  at  Portland,*  and  its  inclosures,  copies  of  which  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  submit  to 
you  herewith. 

They  recount  the  circumstances  under  which,  according  to  the  statements  made  to 
the  Consul,  seven  Irishmen,  British  subjects,  who  landed  at  Portland  on  the  9th  of  this 
month,  have  been  enlisted  in  the  United  States'  army.  At  the  request  of  the  Consul, 
Acting  Assistant  Provost-Marshal  General  for  the  State  of  Maine,  Major  Gardiner, 
sent  an  order  to  detain  these  men  at  Portland,  until  an  investigation  could  be  made ; 
but  before  the  arrival  of  the  order  the  men  had  been  sent  off  to  join  the  20th  regiment 
of  Maine  Volunteers,  now  stationed  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  I  myself  received 
yesterday  a  letter  from  them  written  at  Philadelphia  on  their  way  to  Washington ;  and  I 
conclude  that  they  must  now  have  reached  this  place. 

If  it  be  not  thought  proper  to  order  the  men  to  be  discharged  at  once,  I  trust  that  a 
serious  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  under  which  their  enlistment  took  place  will  be 
made,  and  that  measures  will  be  immediately  taken  to  prevent  their  being  forwarded  to 
the  army  or  placed  in  actual  service  pending  the  investigation. 

The  names  of  the  men  are, — 1.  Thomas  Tulley;  2.  Michael  Byrne;  3.  James 
Higgins;  4.  Edward  Cassidy;  6.  Thomas  Burke;  6.  Michael  Moran;  7.  Martin 
Hogan. 

I  ^^S  y^^  to  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  where  these  men  now  are. 

It  seems  proper  that  I  should  also  mention  to  you  that  it  is  reported  to  me  by  Hot 
Majesty's  Consul  at  Boston  that  a  lai^e  number  of  Irishmen  brought  over  by  the  same 
packet  and  in  charge  of  the  same  person,  a  man  named  Finney,  have  been  practised  on 
in  a  not  nnsimilar  manner  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city,  and  enlisted  in  the  United 
States'  army.  It  will  probably  be  my  duty  to  address  you  again  on  this  subjeet^  nken  I 
receive  more  oooaplete  information  from  the  Consul. 
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I  cannot  conclude  without  an  earnest  request  that,  not  only  prompt  redress  may  be 
given  for  such  wrongs  as  may  have  been  endured  by  the  individuals  whose  cases  I  have 
now  brought  to  your  notice,  but  that  measures  may  be  taken  effectually  to  protect  in 
fature  British  subjects  arriving  in  the  United  States  from  the  practices  of  unscrupulous 
recruiting  agents. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  9  in  No.  4. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Consul  Murray. 


gtfr,  .  Washington,  March  19,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  yesterday  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
received  this  morning  your  despatch  of  the  day  before  yesterday's  date,  relative  to  the 
enlistment  into  the  United  States'  army  of  Thomas  TuUey  and  six  other  Irish 
emigrants. 

I  have  transmitted  copies  of  your  despatch  and  of  its  inclosures  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  with  a  note  requesting  that  if  it  be  not  thought  proper  to 
discharge  these  men  at  once,  a  serious  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  under  which  they 
were  enlisted  may  be  made,  and  measures  be  taken  immediately  to  prevent  their  being 
forwarded  to  the  army  or  placed  in  actual  service  pending  the  investigation. 

I  have  also  spoken  to  the  Secretary  of  State  about  the  case,  and  pressed  him  to  take 
steps  concerning  it  without  delay. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 

No.  6. 
Consul  Murray  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  April  4.) 

My  Lord,  Portland,  March  19,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch,  together  with  its 
inclosures,  that  I  addressed  to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington  on  the  17th 
instant  on  the  subject  of  the  complaint  of  seven  Irishmen  who  arrived  at  Portland  on  the 
9th  instant  on  board  the  steam*  ship  *^  Nova  Scotian,"  and  who  state  that  they  were 
entrapped  into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)         '  HENKY  JOHN  MURRAY. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  5. 

Consul  Murray  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Portland,  March  17,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  a  correspondence  I  have  had 
with  the  Acting  Assistant  Provost  Marshal  General  for  this  State,  Major  Gardiner,  and 
with  the  Mayor  of  Portland,  upon  the  subject  of  the  improper  enlistment  of  seven 
Irishmen,  British  subjects,  who  arrived  at  Portland  on  the  9th  instant  on  board  of  the 
steam-ship  *^Nova  Scotian,"  under  a  contract,  entered  into  in  Ireland,  to  proceed  to 
Boston  to  be  employed  there,  but  who  were  enticed  into  a  liquor-store  on  their  immediate 
arrival,  made  drunk,  and  were  put  into  confinement  in  consequence  of  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  and  while  there,  they  state,  they  were  forced  and  intimidated  to  enter  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States. 

In  reply  to  my  request.  Major  Gardiner  gave  orders  for  the  men  to  be  detained 
until  an  investigation  was  made,  but  it  appears  that  they  were  sent  away  from  Camp 
Berry,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  order,  to  join  the  20th  Regiment  of  Maine  Volunteers, 
now  stationed  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomiu;. 

From  the  Mayor  I  have  as  yet  received  no  reply. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)         '  HENRY  JOHN  MURRAY. 
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Inclosure  2  in  No.  5. 

Thomas  Tulley  and  six  others  to  Consul  Murray. 

Sir,  Camp  Berry,  Portland^  March  11,  1864. 

VVE,  the  Uudcr&igned,  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  fact 
that  we  were  brought  out  from  Ireland  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Finney,  for  the 
purpose  of  working  iu  Boston.  Wc  arrived  in  Portland  on  the  9th  instant,  but  having 
lost  the  train  which  was  to  convey  us  with  the  remainder  of  the  party  we  came  with,  we 
were  put  into  prison  and  could  not  gain  our  liberation  or  food  unless  we  submitted  to 
enrol  ourselves  in  the  American  service,  which  we  ultimately  did  through  mere  compulsion 
and  privation.  We  are  now  in  the  camp,  and  about  being  forwarded  to  the  interior,  and 
therefore  as  IJritish  subjects  wc  claim  that  protection  which  is  granted  to  the  people  of 
that  country  throughout  the  globe.  Will  you  therefore.  Sir,  as  Consul  of  our  country, 
inquire  into  the  matter  at  once,  and  gain  for  us  our  liberty,  as  it  is  a  most  crying  shame 
to  see  British  subjects  treated  in  the  manner  we  have  been.  Should  you  not  interfere  in 
the  matter  will  you  kindly  say  so,  that  we  may  represent  the  matter  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  London,  as  most  decidedly  no  country  can  stand  by  such  conduct.  The  police 
first  confines  us ;  keeps  us  in  prison  and  refuses  to  give  us  our  liberty  or  food  until  we 
enlist.  Although  we  had  our  passiiijc  certificates  to  Boston  in  our  possession  we  were 
not  even  six  hours  in  America  )>elbre  we  were  entrappe<l. 
Hopin2^  for  vou  kind  consideration,  we  are,  &c. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  TULLEY. 

MICHL.  BYRNE. 

JAMES  HIGGINS. 

EDWD.  CASSIDY. 

THOS.  BURKE. 

MICHAEL  MORAN. 

MARTIN  HOGAN. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  6. 
Consul  Murray  to  Major  Gardner. 


Sir,  Portland^  March  14,  1864. 

I  BEG  to  forward  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received,  signed  by  seven 
Irishmen,  British  subjects,  wlio  arrived  in  this  city  on  Wednesday  last  by  the  steam-ship 
'^  Nova  Scotian,"  and  ^vho  complained  that  they  have  been  entrapped  and  intimidated 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  At  a  personal  interview  I  had  with  these  men 
yesterday  at  Camp  Berry  (through  the  kindness  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Merrill)  they 
assured  nie  in  the  most  positive  manner  that  their  statements  were  perfectly  true,  and 
declared  many  thii)i»s  to  me  that  tend  to  prove  a  systematic  attempt  was  successfully 
made  by  the  brokers,  and  connived  at  by  the  police,  to  get  them  into  such  a  position  that 
would  force  them  to  enlist. 

The  wise  provisions  of  the  paragraph  No.  92G  regarding  the  duties  of  recruiting 
officers  appear  to  have  been  wantonly  disregarded,  and  men  who  came  out  to  this  country 
under  a  contract  that  was  binding  upon  their  parts,  to  serve  in  industrial  operations  at 
Boston  and  elsewhere,  have  been  forced  to  enter  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States. 

May  I  request,  on  the  part  of  these  men,  that  an  official  examination  may  be  made 
into  their  respective  cases,  and  that  they  be  detained  at  Camp  Berry  until  the  validity  of 
their  enlistment  be  proved  ? 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HENRY  JOHN  MURRAY 
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Indosure  4  in  No.  5. 
Revised  Regulations  for  the  Army. 

Duties  of  Recruiting  Officers. 

THEY  will  not  allow  any  man  to  be  deceived  or  inveigled  into  the  service  by  false 
representations,  but  will  in  person  explain  the  nature  of  the  service,  the  length  of  the 
term,  the  pay,  clothing,  rations,  and  other  allowances  to  which  a  soldier  is  entitled  by  law, 
to  every  man  before  he  signs  the  enlistment. 


Inclosure  o  in  No.  o. 

Consul  Murray  to  the  Mayor  of  Portland. 

Sir,  Portland,  Murch  14,  1864. 

I  HAVE  received  a  representation  from  seven  Irishmen,  British  subjects,  to  the 
eflFect  that  they  arrived  at  Portland  on  Wednesday  last  on  board  of  the  steam-ship  ^'  Nova 
Scotian."  That  they  had  signed  a  contract  in  Ireland  with  a  person  named  Finney, 
binding  themselves  to  work  at  Boston  for  a  certain  monthly  stipend  and  their  board ;  and 
they  arrived  here  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  to  Boston  in  the  railway  with  their 
companions,  but  that  on  their  landing  early  in  the  morning,  without  having  breakfasted, 
they  were  immediately  conducted  to  a  neighbouring  liquor  store,  and  there  treated  to 
liquor  so  that  the  greater  part  of  them  got  drunk  and  knew  not  what  they  did,  and  shortly 
afterwards  found  themselves  locked  up  at  the  police  office,  in  the  new  City  Government 
House.  That  they  were  kept  without  food  or  drink,  although  they  repeatedly  asked  for 
both.  That  while  there  enlisting  brokers  were  admitted  to  them,  and  who  told  them  that 
they  would  be  subjected  to  sixty  days'  imprisonment  which  they  would  avoid  by  enlisting. 
They  refused  to  enlist,  and  were  then  told  that  they  would  have  no  food  until  they  did 
enlist.  Upon  this  they  signed  the  enlistment  papers,  and  were  taken  before  the  Provost- 
Marshal,  but  on  their  then  refusing  to  enter  the  service  they  were  returned  to  confine- 
ment. This  happened  two  or  three  times,  and  fearing  that  they  would  be  starved,  they 
at  last  agreed  to  enlist.  The  town  bounty  of  200  dollars  was  then  placed  in  their  hands, 
and  they  were  provided  with  a  good  dinner,  but  still  kept  locked  up.  They  state  that 
shortly  after  the  receipt  of  the  bounty  money,  soldiers,  ov  persons  in  the  uniform  of  the 
United  States,  Avere  admitted  to  them,  who  palmed  off  upon  them  silver  watches  and 
jewellery,  almost  forcing  them  to  buy  them.  I  went  to  the  oamp  yesterday,  and  had  a  long 
interview  Avith  these  men,  who  declared  most  solemnly  t(^  the  truth  of  their  foregoing 
statement. 

I  therefore  deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  these  circumstances  before  you,  feeling  assured 
that  it  can  never  be  the  intention  of  the  United  States'  Government  that  persons  coming 
over  to  this  country,  under  a  special  contract,  should  be  inveigled  and  intimidated  into 
their  military  service. 

There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  these  men  were  systematically  treated  to  liquor 
on  their  immediate  arrival  at  Portland  by  the  agents  of  the  Recruiting  Brokers,  who  well 
knew  that  the  results  of  their  intemperance  would  lead  the  men  to  the  police  office,  where 
they  could  be  acted  upon  with  the  connivance  of  the  police. 

I  see  by  the  public  papers  that  a  '^  Foreign  Immigration  Society  "  has  been  formed 
for  this  State  of  Maine.  I  need  hardly  remark  that  when  the  treatment  of  this  batch  of 
contract  emigrants,  both  at  Portland  and  at  Boston,  becomes  publicly  known  in  Europe, 
it  must  seriously  affect  the  success  of  the  association,  for  few  respectable  hardworking 
people  would  like  to  come  out  to  a  country  where  within  a  few  hours  after  their  arrival 
they  find  themselves  forced  to  enter  the  military  service  of  that  country,  instead  of 
following  the  peaceful  avocations  they  had  contracted  for. 

May  I  request,  therefore,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  these 
statements,  and  1  would  express  a  hope  that  care  may  be  taken  on  the  arrival  of  vessels 
conveying  British  emigrants,  to  put  a  stop  to  designing  and  cruel  proceedings  which  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  would  be  the  first  to  repudiate. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)         '  HENEY  JOHN  MUKRAT. 
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Inclosure  6  in  No.  5. 

Major  Gardiner  to  Consul  Murray. 

Office  of  Acting  Assistant  Provost  Marshal  General, 
Sir,  Augusta^  Maine,  March  15,  1864. 

YOUR  letter  of  the  14tli  in  relation  to  certain  men  claiming  to  have  been  improperly 
enlisted  is  ju&t  arrived. 

I  write  by  mail  to-day  to  the  officer  commanding  the  Camp  at  Portland,  requesting 
him  to  detain  these  men  until  an  investigation  can  be  made. 

Very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  J.  W.  T.  GARDINER. 

No.  6. 

Consul  Loasada  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  April  4.) 

My  Lord,  Boston,  March  21,  1864. 

IS  continuation  of  the  case  of  the  Irishmen  brought  over  to  this  country  by  Finnej 
(subject  of  my  despatch  of  the  15th  instant),  I  now  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a 
leading  article  of  to-day's  '^Courier,"  which  logically  confutes  the  sophistry  of  Mr.  Kidder's 
'*  Card,**  and  will  repay  perusal,  as  really  setting  forth  the  true  nature  of  the  transaction. 
Tie  final  action  of  the  Committee  is  postponed  until  Friday,  and  I  shall  be  able  by  the 
nibsequent  mail  to  report  the  result. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R  LOUSADA. 


Inclosure  in  No.  6. 
Extract  from  the  "  Courier.*' 


The  Ibish  Emgration  Enlistment  Scheme.  A  Substitute  Broker's  Specula- 
tion Frustrated. — The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Stackpolc  House  meeting,  to 
investigate  facts  connected  with  the  arrival  of  102  young  men  from  Dublin,  in  charge  of 
Mr.  Finney,  their  contract  with  him  before  leaving  their  home,  and  the  treatment  they 
received  upon  their  arrival  in  this  country  and  immediately  subsequent  thereto,  have 
been  diligently  and  conscientiously  pursuing  the  duties  assigned  them,  and  will  be  ready 
to  report  at  the  adjourned  meeting  to  be  held  on  Friday  evening  in  the  hall  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Democratic  Club.  The  Committee  have  held  meetings  almost  daily ;  they  have 
examined  quite  a  number  of  the  emigrants :  Mr.  Jerome  Gr.  Kidder  was  before  the 
Committee  three  hours  at  one  of  the  sessions,  and  Mr.  Finney,  the  agent,  has  also  been 
present.  The  meetings  have  been  conducted  without  bias,  and  all  persons  who  had 
anytJiing  pertinent  to  the  investigation  to  offer  have  been  invited  to  speak,  and  have  been 
listened  to  patiently  and  attentively.  Without  presuming  to  anticipate  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  we  desire  to  call  attention  to  one  or  two  prominent  features  in  the  transac- 
tions that  have  been  disclosed  during  this  inquiry. 

It  is  made  very  evident  by  the  testimony  that  has  been  taken,  that  the  shipment  of 
the  102  men  whose  particular  case  is  under  consideration,  was  part  of  a  widely-extended, 
ramified  scheme,  in  which  more  than  Mr.  Kidder  and  Mr.  Finney  are  involved,  and  the 
outlines  of  which,  at  least,  were  known  and  approved  in  high  official  quarters  before  it 
had  been  tried,  experimentally — before,  in  fact,  Finney  had  sailed  from  this  country. 
The  objections  to  this  scheme   do  not  arise  because  its  prime  object  was  to  procure 
recruits  for  the  armies,  but  because  it  appears  a  scheme  of  fraud  and  false  pretence  npon 
the  emigrant,  and  of  violation  to  the  foreign  enlistment  laws  of  another  country,  calcu- 
lated to  bring  discredit  upon  all  who  connive  at  it,  and  add  to  difficulties  which  are  already 
aggravated  between  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.     This 
'      onfiding  emigrants  with  a  lie  in  the  mouth,  deluding  them  from  home  on  the 
:  steady  work  and  good  pay,  when  the  real  intent  is  to  make  merchandize  oi 
hat  all  feir-minded  men  object  to  and  repudiate.    The  pernicious  maxim,  ^'The 
es  the  means,"  has  not  yet  been  consecrated  as  a  permanent  rule  of  action, 
•ore  they  who  seem  to  have  adopted  it  must  look  to  have  their  acts  character- 
eir  appropriate  names, 
ipears  by  the  concurrent  statements  of  the  men  imported  by  Mr.  Finney  for 
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Mr,  Kidder,  at  an  expenditure  of  1,100/.,  that  they  were  contracted  to  work  on  railroads 
and  waterworks,  at  21.  British  per  month  (some  say  10  dollars  per  month),  and  found, 
with  free  passage  to  the  United  States,  one  suit  of  clothes  per  year,  and  pay  to  commence 
immediately  on  arrival.  It  appears,  on  the  other  hand,  by  statements  of  Mr.  Kidder, 
that  he  was  unauthorized  to  contract  with  labourers  for  railroad  work  by  any  railroad 
Company ;  that  he  had  po  railroad  work  for  the  men ;  no  waterworks  work  for  them ;  and 
that  his  arrangement  with  Mr.  McDonald,  Contractor  of  the  Charlestown  Waterworks, 
was  an  afterthought,  made  after  the  men  arrived,  and  made  in  consequence  of  the  frustra- 
tion of  the  great  object  for  which  the  men  were  brought  here.  It  is  in  evidence  before 
the  Committee  that,  on  the  passage  to  this  country,  when  some  of  the  men  were  talking 
with  Mr.  Finney  about  the  contract  they  had  entered  into  and  the  work  they  were  to  do, 
he  replied  to  them  that  they  might  find  themselves  shouldering  a  musket  on  their  arrival. 
One  of  the  men  is  deficient  of  an  eye.  Finney  did  not  know  of  the  deficiency  until  the 
vessel  was  on  its  passage.  When  he  discovered  the  fact  he  denounced  the  man  as  having 
cheated  him  in  not  making  his  deformity  known — as  though  the  loss  of  an  eye  would 
incapacitate  a  man  for  railroad  work. 

•  The  first  experience  of  the  men  on  their  arrival  in  Portland  is  significant  of  the  real 
object  for  which  they  were  imported.  If  Finney,  as  the  agent  of  Kidder,  really  brought 
them  over  under  contract  to  Kidder  to  work  on  railroads  at  a  stipulated  rate,  each  man 
of  them  having  cost  Kidder  70  dollars  (his  own  statement),  it  is  only  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  Finney  would  have  used  ordinary  diligence,  to  say  the  least,  to  keep  the 
men  togetlier  under  his  supervision  until  he  could  deliver  them  over  to  his  principal,  and 
use  more  than  ordinary  diligence  in  preventing  persons  from  enticing  away  the  men  upon 
whom  his  employer  had  already  expended  so  much  money.  Instead  of  that,  however,  we 
find  him  inviting  recruiting  agents  to  circulate  among  his  charge,  to  be  free  with  their 
liquor,  to  use  their  influence  to  divert  them  from  the  professed  object  he  engaged  them 
for.  We  find  him  on  terms  of  excellent  understanding  with  the  policemen  of  that  city, 
and  that,  after  a  number  of  his  company  had  been  taken  to  the  station-house — after 
enjoying  whiskey  hospitality  which  had  been  so  freely  tendered  to  all — he  leaves  word 
that  the  men  may  be  released  at  once  if  they  will  enlist;  if  they  will  not,  that  they  cannot 
be  released  until  he  says  so.  Eight  or  ten  did  enlist  under  these  circumstances,  yet  we 
hear  of  no  word  of  apology  from  Mr.  Finney  to  Mr.  Kidder  for  this  carelessness  of  men 
committed  to  his  charge,  who  had  already  cost  Kidder  70  dollars  each,  or  of  complaint 
from  Kidder  to  Finney  for  breach  of  contract  and  orders,  and  for  general  neglect,  by 
which  Kidder  not  only  ran  the  risk  of  losing  his  expenses,  but — what  must  be  of  far 
greater  consequence,  if  his  explanation  that  he  wanted  labourers  is  correct — the  loss  of 
his  men.  We  would  like  to  see  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  concerning  the  men  who 
enlisted  at  Portland,  that  we  might  know  how  much  Mr.  Kidder  loses  or  gains  by  that 
transaction. 

But  Mr.  Kidder,  in  a  card  published  in  the  "  Daily  Advertiser,"  copied  into  the 
*'  Courier,"  affirms  that  he  caused  the  men  to  be  brought  over  here  as  an  "  an  experiment 
to  see  if  by  possibility  a  plan  of  importing  labourers  could  be  made  self-sustaining."  He 
adds,  ^'  The  depth  of  poverty  from  which  this  hundred  men  have  been  taken  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  before  they  were  shipped  they  all  signed  an  agreement  to 
work  for  one  year  for  10  dollars  a-month  and  their  board  and  lodging — the  cost  of  their 
passage  to  be  deducted  from  their  first  earnings."  There  was  a  contract,  then  ?  Yet 
Mr.  Kidder  admitted  to  the  Committee  that  even  before  the  men  had  arrived  he  was  in 
consultation  with  the  recruiting  agent  of  the  28th  Regiment  in  reference  to  them.  It  is 
also  admitted,  and  not  denied  by  any  one,  that,  in  his  first  interview  with  the  men,  on 
the  very  night  of  their  arrival  in  Charlestown,  Mr.  Kidder  addressed  them,  said  they  had 
come  upon  him  unawares,  work  was  not  ready  for  all  of  them,  but  if  any  would  like  to 
enUst  they  could  do  so  at  once,  and  suggested  the  28th  Regiment  as  a  desirable  regiment 
to  enter.  This  does  not  look  like  an  over  anxiety  to  see  if  the  *^  plan  of  importing 
labourers  could  be  made  self-sustaining,"  but  ^^  wicey  warcey — quite  the  rewarse,"  as 
Captain  Cuttle  would  say. 

The  insinuation  of  Mr.  Kidder  about  the  depth  of  poverty  from  which  the  men  have 
been  rescued  by  his  philanthropic  labours  is  ungracious  and  unkind,  and,  what  is  more,  it 
is  untrue.  He  may  not  be  aware  of  the  fact,  but  it  is  in  evidence  before  the  Commi^;ee 
that  the  men,  as  a  body,  were  industrious  mechanics  and  labourers  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
more  than  ordinarily  intelligent,  all  of  them  able-bodied,  with  the  exception  of  the  ooe- 
eyed  man,  whom  Finney  swore  at  for  cheating  him,  and  all  of  them  were  in  employment 
in  their  respective  caUingj:?,  earning  from  155.  to  II.  lOs.  ar-week  wages.  But  the  Hiost 
noticeable  part  of  Mr.  Kidder's  card  is  the  complaint  that  ^^the  conduct  of  the  men  on 
this  occaaioii  will  no  doubt  preclude  tiie  probaUdity  oi  any  further  attempts  of  the  kind 
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being  made,"  and  the  admission  that  '•!  am  informed,  oit  the  best  authority,  that 
10,000  men  could  be  engaged  on  the  same  terms  as  these."  The  complaint  and  the 
admission  are  both  important  as  sho>ving.  on  the  one  hand,  what  progress  had  been  made 
in  this  emigration  scheme  in  Ireland ;  and,  on  the  other,  how  completely  it  has  been 
frustrated  by  "  the  conduct  of  the  men,"  and  the  disclosures  that  have  been  made  *^  on 
this  occasion." 

We  wait  the  Eeport  of  the  Committee,  the  substance  of  which,  and  the  conclusions 
which  the  meeting  may  arrive  at,  we  shall  publish.  It  was  designed  that  the  Report 
should  be  made  this  evening,  but  an  unavoidable  postponement  has  been  made  to  Friday 
evening. 

No.  7. 

Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 
My  Lord,  Foreign  Office.  April  5,  1864. 

I  Have  received  from  Consul  Murray  a  copy  of  his  despatch  to  you  of  the  nih 
ultimo,  respecting  seven  Irishmen  forming  a  portion  of  the  emigrants  taken  to  America 
by  Finney,  who,  on  their  arrival  at  Portland,  were  improperly  induced  to  enter  the  United 
States'  military  service ;  and  I  have*  to  instruct  you  to  apply  to  Mr.  Seward  for  the 
release  of  these  men. 

1  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

No.  8. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  RusselL — (Received  April  24.) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  April  8,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatches  to  your  LcTdbhip  of  the  14th  and  22nd  ultimo, 
1  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  further  papers  relative  to  the 
enlistment  at  Portland  and  Boston  of  Irish  immigrants  who  arrived  at  the  former  place  on 
board  the  packet  "Nova  Scotian  "  on  (lie  0th  ultimo. 

It  appears  that  an  investigation  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  enlistment  took 
place  at  Portland  is  going  on  that  place,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  Consul  has  been  invited 
to  be  present,  and  attends  daily.  I  regret,  however,  to  say  that  I  find  that  my  request 
that  these  men  might  not  be  sent  forward  to  the  army  pending  the  investigation  has  not 
been  attended  to.  One  of  them,  Thomas  TuUey,  has  called  at  this  Legation,  and  has 
written  the  statement  which  forms  the  12th  inclosure  in  this  despatch.  It  seems  that  he 
and  his  companions  were  forwarded  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  that  the  others  are  now 
serving  in  the  20th  Maine  Regiment  in  that  army,  and  that  he  himself  would  also  be  in 
actual  service  in  that  regiment  had  he  not  been  sent  back  to  the  hospital  here  on  account 
^f  illness. 

I  observe  in  the  report  of  a  speech  of  a  Mr.  Edward  Ryan,  which  appears  in  the 
newspaper  extract  (Inclosure  7  in  this  despatch),  a  statement  that  Mr.  Murray,  Her 
Majesty's  Consul  at  Portland,  had  refused  to  interfere  in  the  case  of  a  man  named  Martin 
Hogan.  The  name  of  Martin  Hogan  appears,  however,  among  the  names  of  the  men  in 
whose  behalf  Mr.  Murray  appealed  to  the  local  authorities,  and  in  whose  behalf  I,  acting 
on  a  report  from  Mr.  Murray,  appealed  to  the  United  States'  Government.  The  insinua- 
tion made  by  the  same  speaker  that  Mr.  Murray  *'  makes  money  himself  in  the  recruiting 
business  "  is  of  course  simply  absurd. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)         '  LYONS. 

Inclosure  1  in  No.  8. 
Consul  Lousada  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Boston,  March  21,  1864. 

IN  continuation  of  the  case  of  Irishmen  brought  over  to  this  country  by  Finney 
(subject  of  my  despatch  of  the  18th  instant)  I  now  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a  leading 
article  of  to-days  ^'Courier,"  which  logically  confutes  the  sophistry  of  Mr.  Kidder's 
''  card,"  and  will  repay  perusal,  as  really  setting  forth  the  true  nature  of  the  transaction. 
The  final  action  of  the  Committee  is  postponed  until  Friday,  and  I  shall  be  able  by  the 
subsequent  mail  to  report  the  result. 

I  have  not  as  yet  succeeded  in  getting  a  list  of  the  men,  but  expect  to  do  so.  Copies 
of  this  article  as  well  as  of  the  previous  ones  were  sent  by  me  to  the  Foreign  Office. 
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After  vrriting  thus  far,  I  received  a  letter  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy.  This  letter 
contained  an  inclosure  (original  transmitted  herewith,  with  request  that  it  may  be 
returned  at  once  after  perusal  in  order  that  I  may  restore  it  to  owner). 

My  reason  for  forwarding  this  document  is,  that  it  forcibly  strikes  me  as  being  a 
ramification  of  what  I  consider  the  same  plot  against  our  labouring  men  ;  for  to  entice 
them  over  under  pretence  of  remunerative  work,  and  then  to  put  them  in  the  position  of 
either  being  in  want  or  of  enlisting,  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  nefarious  conspiracy. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  LOUSADA. 

Inclosure  2  in  No.  8. 

Extract  from  the  '^  Courier'' 

[See  Inclosure  in  No.  6.] 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  6. 
Mr,  Ainsworth  to  Consul  Lousada, 


14,  Pinjice  Block,  City  of  Lawrence,  MassachusettSy 
Sir,  March  19,  1864. 

HAVING  come  to  this  country  on  July  22,  1863,  on  the  steamer  ^'Georgia,"  I 
beg  to  ask  you  for  a  passage  back  to  my  own  country.  My  object  in  coming  to  this 
country  was  to  open  a  field  of  labour  for  my  suffering  countrymen  in  Blackburn.  I  am 
sorry  to  give  you  to  understand  that  T  have  not  been  able  to  carry  my  plan  into  effect  for 
want  of  health.  I  inclose  a  letter  in  this  that  will  show  you  my  intended  route  to  this 
country  and  Canada,  but  I  hope  you  will  have  the  kindness  to  send  the  inclosed  letter 
back  with  a  reply  ;  the  gentlemen  of  this  country  having  sent  for  my  family,  thinking  I 
would  have  better  health,  but  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  climate  is  against  me, 
and  I  beg  of  you  to  grant  a  passage  for  my  family  as  well,  as  all  my  means  and  money  is 
done. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  H.  W.  AINSWORTH. 

Inclosure  4  in  No.  6. 

Mr.  Stuart  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 

Canadian  Government  Information  Office,  1 9,  Drury  Buildings, 
Water  Street,  Liverpool,  July  7,  1863,  at  the 
Dear  Sir,  landing-stage,  Tuesday  morning. 

THIS  will  introduce  to  you  Mr.  H.  W.  Ainsworth  from  Blackburn.  Mr.  Ainsworth 
proceeds  to  our  country  as  a  delegate  from  an  important  Emigration  Committee,  the  only 
one  of  the  populous  manufacturing  town  of  Blackburn.  Mr.  Ainsworth  will  present  you 
with  a  letter  from  his  Committee ;  he  has  awoke  my  special  interest  as  a  man  earnestly 
interested  in  behalf  of  his  suffering  countrymen.  I  will  leave  him  fully  to  open  up  to  you 
the  special  object  of  his  visit  to  Canada,  and  as  he  proceeds  or  intend  to  proceed  from 
New  York  to  Quebec,  very  much,  if  not  for  the  express  purpose  of  seeing  Mr.  Buchanan, 
whose  name  is  regarded  in  this  country  as  that  of  one  who  must  be  a  friend  to  the 
people,  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  put  Mr.  Ainsworth  in  the  right  road  of  introducing 
the  subject  personally  to  the  kind  consideration  of  our  Government  and  people. 

Mr.  King,  Editor  of  the  ^*  Blackburn  Times,''  arranged  with  the  Messrs.  J.  Bains 
and  Co.,  to  have  this,  the  second  party  from  Blackburn  to  Canada  this  season,  to  go  by 
the  "  Albion  '*  screw-steamer  to  New  York  (passages  4/.  10s.) ;  the  first  party  left  here 
by  same  route  last  Tuesday  (some  thirty  in  number),  and  this  party  of  over  thirty  go 
ot-day.     A  good  journey  to  them,  and  a  welcome  to  Canada. 

(Signed)  W.  F.  STEWART. 

Inclosure  5  in  No.  6. 
Consul  Lousada  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  *  Boston,  March  23,  1864. 

IN  continuation  of  my  despatch  of  the  21st  instant  on  the  subject  of  those  imported 
Irishmen,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  Finney  came  to  my  office  to-day,  and  a  more 
villainous  specimen  of  humanity,  as  far  as  outward  signs  go,  I  have  rarely  seen ;  just  the 

[222]  D 


Digitized  by 


Google 


16 

tool  fitted  for  the  work.  He  had  the  audacity  to  aftect  to  consult  me  as  to  whether  he 
oould  not  arrest  these  men  for  breach  of  their  contract  with  him,  and  said  he  waa  ^ing 
on  to  Washington  to  see  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  claim  from  him  the  men  alreadj 
enlisted  to  his  (Finney's)  detriment. 

He  professes  ignorance  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  bulk  of  the  importation  (the 
list  of  which  as  procured  from  Portland  heremth  inclosed) ;  but  he  admits  that  several 
have  enlisted,  and  that  he  got  one  oflf  in  the  ith  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  which  sailed  to 
day  for  Hilton  Head. 

After  leaving,  he  came  back  again,  and  >vith  a  look  of  inexpressibly  low  cunning 
asked  me,  in  case  he  succeeded  in  reclaiming  his  men  fr-oni  the  Secretary  of  War,  what 
action  I  propose  to  take  in  the  matter.  I  simply  told  him  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
consider  that  when  the  case  arose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  LOUSADA. 


Inelosure  6  in  No.  8. 

Consul  Lousada  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Boston,  March  26,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Investiga- 
tion in  the  Irish  emigration  case.  Tlie  meeting  stands  adjourned,  but  I  doubt  if  any 
further  action  will  be  taken. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  LOTJSADA. 


Inelosure  7  in  No.  8. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation  in  the  Irish  Emigration  Case. 

The  Kidder  Emigrants.  Eeport  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation.— 
A2J  adjourned  meeting  of  citizens,  called  to  consider  the  treatment  of  certain  Irish 
emigrants  who  lately  arrived  in  Boston  in  the  steamer  "Nova  Scotian,"  at  Portland,  was 
held  in  the  Hall  of  the  Democratic  Club  last  evening.  The  Committee  appointed  to 
investigate  the  case  came  in  with  their  Eeport,  in  which  they  say  that  they  have  exammed 
publicly  a  great  number  of  witnesses,  and  have  also  had  communications  with  various 
persons  in  relation  to  the  matter.  The  Committee  direct  their  attention  in  the  first  place 
to  the  alleged  ill-treatment  and  neglect  suffered  by  the  emigrants  from  those  who  had 
them  in  charge,  and  they  have  gathered  the  following  facts  : — that  the  emigrants  are  all 
healthy,  able-bodied  young  men,  and  nearly  all  able  to  read  and  write ;  that  during  the 
time  they  were  in  Portland^  and  up  to  9  o'clock  of  the  evening  of  the  9th,  it  does  not 
appear  they  received  any  attentions  from  the  persons  whose  duty  it  was  to  provide  for 
them^  neither  shelter  nor  food  having  been  given  to  them;  that  Mr.  Kidder  caused  them 
to  be  brought  to  a  vacant  store  in  Bunker  Hill  Btreet,  Charlestown>  on  the  night  of  their 
arrival  from  Portland,  and  there,,  after  having  provided  them  with  crackers,  cheese^  tea^ 
ale,  and  whiskey,  left  them  to  pass  a  winter's  night  on  the  bare  floor,  without  evea  a 
blaiiket  to  cover  them,  and  at  an  hour  when^  for  half  a  dollar  a-piece  at  the  utmost; 
comfortable  lodgings  could,  be  provided  for  each  of  them ;  tiiat  there  were  no  pr<q^ 
efforts  made  by  persons  claiming  control  of  tlie  men  to  provide  for  them  decently,  to  fffe 
tiiem  immediate  employment,  to  keep  them  from  indulging  in  intocdcarf^ing  liquor,  or  to 
prevent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  "  substitiUre  brokers  "  and  ^^  runners ""  for 
recruiting  offices,  w  ho  gathered  about  the  emigrants  and  entrapped  a  number  of  them 
into  enlisting ;  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  kindness  of  the  good  people  of  Charlestown, 
who  provided  them  with  every  assist^mce  that  could  be  afforded,  the  emigrants  would 
have  suffered  still  worse  than  they  did ;  and  finally,  that  both  Finney  and  Kidder,  together 
with  all  concerned,  must  acknowledge  that  the  emigrant's  were  not  treated  by  them  as 
even  the  .common  usages  of  civilization  demand  that  human  beings  should  be  treated. 

In  reference  to  the  allegations  that  the  object  in  bringing  the  emigrants  to  this 
country  was  to  induce  them  to  enter  the  military  service  of  the  United  Stetes  as  a  part 
of  the  quota  of  Massachusetts,  the  Committee  say,  "  For  the  purpose  of  leaving  the 
guUic.  to  judge  of  the  truth  of  the  matter  alleged,  we  have  embodied  in  our  Rqiort  the 
statement  of  a  number  of  witnessesy  and  thus  leave  every  person  to  dmw  his  own 
inference.  The  Committee  add  for  themaelvea  thfft^  if  the  emigranta  made  an^  anasge- 
ment  to  enlist  in  the  army  when  they  arrived  here,  or  had  it  been  understoodE:  that  they 
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were  to  enlist,  then  those  who  induced  them  to  come  to  this  country  cannot  be  charged 
with  having  practised  any  trick  or  deception  upon  them.  But  the  men  deny  that  it  was 
intended  they  should  enlist,  and  the  principal  parties  engaged  in  bringing  them  to  this 
country  deny  it  also,  and  furthermore  say  that  the  whole  aim  in  inducing  the  men  to 
emigrate  was  a  philanthropic  project,  something  intended  to  better  the  condition  of  the 
men  and  to  benefit  the  State. 

Among  the  persons  examined  was  one  of  the  emigrants,  Michael  Kirby.  He  states 
that,  while  on  the  passage  Finney  said  to  him,  in  conversation,  '^  Tell  them  (the  other 
emigrants)  that  they  had  better  be  prepared  to  take  the  musket  when  they  land."  Before 
this  the  men  had  begun  to  have  suspicions  that  they  were  intended  for  the  United  States' 
service,  by  what  the  firemen  and  stewards  said.  This  witness  testified  at  length  respecting 
their  experience  after  the  arrival  in  Portland  and  down  to  the  time  when  the  men  were 
lodged  in  Kidder's  old  building  in  Charlestown.  It  was  then  that  Kidder  himself  came 
among  them  and  made  a  speech  on  the  occasion,  saying  among  other  things,  *^  If  you  have 
a  mind  to  enlist  I  would  advise  you  to  enlist  in  the  28th  Eegiment,"  but  saying  nothing 
about  work  he  had  for  them  to  do.  Simeon  Gavin,  another  of  the  emigrants,  testified 
that  Kidder's  first  conversation  with  them  was  to  enlist  with  him  (Kidder)  as  he  was 
entitled  to  enlist  the  men,  having  brought  them  out.  Finney  up  to  this  time  had  never 
cautioned  any  of  the  naen  against  enlisting.  Gavin  came  over  to  Boston  the  next  day, 
and  he  with  companions,  by  some  means  found  themselves  in  the  Harbour  Police  Station, 
and  he  gives  a  curious  history  of  the  various  and  persistent  efforts  that  were  made  to 
induce  them  to  enlist. 

Mr.  Finney,  himself,  was  then  examined  by  the  Committee  at  great  length.  He  says, 
he  has  lived  thirteen  years  in  this  country,  and  has  passed  most  of  the  tune  between 
Haverhill,  Manchester  and  l^Torthfield.  He  has  never  been  engaged  either  directly  or 
indirectly  in  enlisting  men  for  the  army.  He  explains  his  introduction  to  Kidder  in  thk 
wise  :  He  met  an  Irishman  from  Portland,  whose  name  he  has  forgotten,  who  had  just 
come  from  Kidder's  office,  and  was  told  by  him  that  a  number  of  Irishmen  were  to  be 
imported  to  this  country.  Finney  thought  he  would  try  for  a  chance.  He  don't  know 
how  he  came  to  speak  to  the  Portland  man.  He  and  another  (both  were  Irishmen)  were 
talking,  when  Finney  came  up,  about  bringing  over  emigrants  and  paying  their  passage, 
and  about  parties  in  town  who  were  to  do  it.  *^  I  can't  say  whether  the  stranger  men- 
tioned Kidder's  name  first,  or  myself."  In  relation  to  his  interview  with  Kidder,  Finney 
distinctly  states  that  his  object  in  calling  upon  that  gentleman  was  to  get  him  to  contribute 
something  to  bring  emigrants  over.  He  proposed  to  get  them  from  Galway.  He  told 
Kidder  he  wae  about  to  start  a  project  himself  to.get  men  over.  Referred  Mr.  K.  to  John 
B.  Chase,  and  Dr.  Tibbetts,  Manchester,  IS".  H.,  and  William  Jeffers,  Haverhill.  Was 
simply  asking  for  the  means  to  get  the  men  out,  and  considered  the  project  his  own 
individual  undertaking.  On  the.ne&t  day,  Mr.  Kidder  said  he  knew  a  firm  who  would 
ti^  hold  and  help  in  the  undertaking,  and  then  gave  him  a  copy  of  an  agreement  for 
each  man  to  sign  to  woork  for  me  (Finney)  for  one  year,  at  10  dollars  a  montib  and  board 
and  lodging: — the  work  to  be  done  on  the  Charlestown  Water  Works,  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Mine,  fflartford  and  Erie. Eailroad,  &c.  Mr.  Kidder's  name  was  not  mentioned  in  the 
agreement.  My  compensation  was  to  be  60  dollars  a  month.  In  a  conversation  Finney 
had  with  Governor  Andrew,  he  told  .the  Governor  what  Kidder  and  the  others  were 
doing.  The  Governor  replied,  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  had  no  money 
to  invest. 

In  reference  to  his  arrest  in  Ireland,  Finney  said  his  papers  were  all  right,  and  the 
authorities  could  make  nothing  of  them.  The  papers  were  simply  four  or  five  letters  from 
contractors  who  said  they  wanted  them.  One  of  the  men,  Pat  McDermott,  him  with  a 
lame  eye,  stated  to  the  Committee,  in  the  presence  of  Finney,  that  Finney  one  day  accosted 
him  on  ship-board,  in  the  roughest  manner,  swearing, — ^'  I  have  been  rightly  sucked  in 
by  you."  The  way  that  he  had  been  sucked  in  was,  that  McDermott  kept  the  peak  of  his 
cap  over  his  blind  eye  so  that  Finney  should  not  see  it.  Finney  denied  to  the  Committee 
that  :such  a  scene  took  place,  or  such  language  was  used. 

The  statement  of  Kidder  was  given  by  the  Committee  above  almost  verbatim.  He 
was  examined  nearly  three  hours.  He  stated  that  Finney  had  been  recommended  to  him 
as  .a  respectable  Iridiman.  His  sole  object  in  engaging  in  the  undertaking  was  to  do  a 
good  deal  of  good  at  a  small  outlay.  His  instructions  to  Finney  were  to  hire  men  for 
labour  and  nothing  else,  and  say  nothing  about  war,  else  he  might  get  into  difficulty  with 
the  Government.  Finney  was  to  be  paid  according  to  the  success  of  the  scheme — liberally 
if  it  was  very  successful.  It  bad  -proved  a^+otal  -feilure,  and  he  would  be  paid  nothing. 
He  had  asked  some  gentlemen  who  participated  in  the  Board  of  Trade  Emigration 
meeting  a  few  months  ago  to  associate  with  him    but  they  had  refused.     Finney  had 
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orders  only  for  100  men.  Another  gentleman,  Mr.  Ames,  was  concerned  with  him  in  the 
enterprise,  and  he  has  to  bear  half  the  loss.  Governor  Andrew  knew  of  the  matter,  but 
could  not  act  officially  in  regard  to  it.  Orders  were  sent  not  to  ship  any  of  the  men 
after  the  2ard  of  February.  When  the  men  arrived,  he  told  them  if  they  wanted  to  enlist 
.they  could  do  so,  but  he  wanted  the  70  dollars  each  man  had  cost  out  of  their  bounty. 
In  anticipation  of  their  arrival  had  tried  to  get  work  for  them,  but  arranged  nothing 
definite. 

The  Report  concludes  by  calling  public  attention  to  the  part  the  Portland  and  Boston 
police  had  acted  in  endeavouring  to  get  these  men  to  enlist. 

Martin  Lynch  called  attention  to  some  points  that  had  been  omitted  by  the 
Committee.  Kidder  acknowledged  he  had  applied  to  a  recruiting  office  in  regard  to  these 
men  before  they  arrived.  Another  point :  The  treatment  some  of  the  men  have  received 
from  the  Boston  police.  He  charged  it  distinctly  that  a  member  of  the  harbour  police 
arrested  two  men  for  drunkenness ;  that  he,  with  others,  tried  every  art  and  inducement 
to  have  them  enlist ;  that  on  their  release  the  next  morning  this  same  policeman  said, 
"  Tou  look  cold,  my  boys,"  and  took  them  to  a  bar  room,  treated  them  three  or  four 
times,  and  paid  for  the  drinks.  The  policeman  denied  the  fact,  denied  that  he  had  left  the 
Station-house  when  the  men  left ;  but  Mr.  Lynch  traced  him  with  the  men  to  a  bar-room, 
where  the  men  drank.  And  he  wanted  the  meeting  to  understand  and  know  that  there 
is  such  a  thing  in  Boston  as  a  policeman  taking  a  man  up  for  drunkenness  at  night,  and 
taking  him  out  the  next  morning  and  giving  him  drink  three  or  four  times. 

Mr.  Lynch  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  Mr.  Kidder  brought  the  men  over  for 
the  purpose  of  enlisting  them.  Why,  else,  did  he  make  no  arrangements  to  receive 
them  ?  Why,  else,  did  he  apply  to  a  recruiting  officer  concerning  them  before  they 
arrived  ?  Mr.  Lynch  also  said  that  he  had  been  informed  by  a  lawyer  of  Boston  that 
Kidder  had  stated  before  the  men  arrived  that  he  was  engaged  in  a  recruiting  scheme 
which,  if  successftil,  would  soon  fill  up  the  quota  of  Boston.  Mr.  Lynch  did  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  the  whole  thing  was  a  rascally  operation,  turn  it  which  way  you  will. 

Eneas  Smyth,  Esq.,  noticed  the  contradictions  between  the  statements  of  Mr.  Kidder 
and  Mr.  Finney,  and  examined  the  statements  of  both  at  some  length.  He  made  no 
question  that,  instead  of  this  being  a  philanthropic  scheme,  as  claimed  Mr.  Kidder,  it 
was  a  scheme  to  make  money,  either  in  the  diflTerence  of  wages  between  10  dollars  a  month 
and  board,  the  sum  they  were  to  receive  from  Kidder,  and  the  wages  their  labour  would 
actually  bring,  or  by  enlisting  them. 

r.  Edward  Ryan  would  have  the  Report  amended  by  censuring  severely  those  men 
in  Boston  and  Portland  who  were  so  actively  officious  in  urging  the  emigrants  to  enlist. 
As  to  Messrs.  Kidder  and  l^'inney,  whatever  their  intentions  were,  they  had  worked  their 
cards  too  shrewdly  to  authorize  us  to  say,  definitely,  they  had  been  engaged  in  a  scheme 
of  enlistment.  At  any  rate  it  was  perfectly  plain  that  Irishmen  here  had  been  foremost  in 
endeavouring  to  get  recruiting  bounties  for  them.  He  stated  that  he  had  just  returned 
from  Portland  and  was  convinced  from  what  he  had  heard,  that  the  men  who  were 
enlisted  in  Portland  were  drugged  and  forced  into  the  army  by  the  authorities  of  that 
city.  The  case  of  Martin  Hogan,  one  of  these  emigrants,  was  one  of  peculiar  outrage 
and  hardship.  He  was  a  stucco-worker  by  trade  and  had  engaged  to  work  for  a  plasterer 
at  3  dollars  a  day.  One  day,  while  at  his  employment,  a  man  came  and  told  Imn  some 
of  his  chums  were  on  the  Railroad  Wharf  and  wanted  to  see  him.  He  went,  saw  none  of 
his  chums,  but  found  a  man  who  claimed  to  know  him,  who  invited  him  into  a  bar-room, 
where  he  drank  one  glass,  and  the  next  thing  he  knew  was  he  found  himself,  next  morning, 
in  Camp  Berry. "  He  has  refused  to  receive  the  bounty,  refused  to  put  on  the  military 
clothing,  and  even  refused  to  eat  the  camp  rations,  having  pledged  his  watch  to  supply 
himself  with  food,  yet  that  man  cannot  be  released  from  the  camp.  The  British  Consul 
at  Portland  has  refused  to  interfere,  for  the  reason,  Mr.  Ryan  thought,  that  he  makes 
money  himself  in  the  substitute  business.  Hogan  has  a  wife  in  Dublin.  He  fears  that 
he  will  be  sent  away  in  a  day  or  two  in  a  transport.  The  attention  of  Lord  Lyons  has 
been  called  to  this  case.  Mr.  Ryan  concluded  by  hoping  there  would  be  embodied  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  a  severe  censure  upon  the  authorities  of  Portland  for  their 
connivance  in  kidnapping  these  men. 

Other  remarks  were  made,  when  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Ryan  was  adopted,  and  the 
meeting  adjourned. 
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Inclosure  8  in  No.  8. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Department  of  State^  Washington^  March  28,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  19th 
instant,  respecting  the  cases  of  Thomas  Tulley,  Michael  Byrne,  James  Higgins,  Edward 
Cassidy,  Thomas  Burke,  Michael  Moran,  and  Martin  Hogan,  alleged  to  be  British  subjects, 
and  to  have  been  improperly  enlisted  into  the  United  States'  army. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  have  invited  the  early  attention  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  these  cases,  and  have  requested  him  to  cause  an  investigation 
thereof,  and  the  adoption  of  such  proceeding  as  the  result  may  seem  to  require. 

If  the  report  of  a  similar  transaction  at  Philadephia,*  mentioned  by  your  Lordship, 
should  prove  to  be  well-founded,  I  shall  cheerfully  adopt  the  same  course  in  regard  to  it, 
when  I  shall  have  received  the  names  of  the  men  and  such  details  as  you  may  be  able  to 
communicate  to  me. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLLUil  H.  SEWARD. 


Inclosure  9  in  No.  8. 
Consul  Murray  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Portland,  March  28,  1864. 

IN  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  dated  respectively  the 
18th  and  19th  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  Provost-Marshal  at  Portland, 
Captain  Doughty,  received  on  the  I7th  instant  an  order  from  the  Acting  Assistant 
Provost-Marshal-General,  Major  Gardiner,  to  make  an  investigation  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  seven  Irishmen  who  were  landed  from  the  steam-ship  "  Nova  Scotian  " 
on  the  9th  instant  were  enlisted  into  the  United  States'  military  service. 

The  examination  of  the  witnesses,  under  this  order,  commenced  on  the  26th  instant, 
and  is  continued  daily  at  the  office  of  the  Provost-Marshal. 

Having  received  an  invitation  from  Captain  Doughty  to  be  present  at  these  examina- 
tions, I  have  availed  myself  of  the  permission,  and  have  been  in  daily  attendance.  I  will 
report  again  to  your  Lordsoip  on  their  conclusion. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)  '  HENRY  JOHN  MURRAY. 


Inclosure  10  in  No.  8. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Sir,  Washington^  April  7,  1864. 

IN  a  note  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you  on  the  19th  of  last  month,  I 
called  your  attention  to  the  circumstances  under  which  seven  British  subjects  had  (as  I 
was  informed)  been  entrapped  into  the  United  States'  army  immediately  after  they 
landed  at  Portland,  and  at  the  same  time  I  expressed  my  hope  that  if  the  men  were  not 
discharged  at  once  measures  would  be  immediately  taken  to  prevent  their  being 
forwarded  to  the  army  or  placed  in  actual  service  pending  an  investigation  of  the  matter. 
You  were  so  good  as  to  inform  me  in  reply,  in  a  note  dated  the  28th  of  last  month,  that 
you  had  invited  the  early  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  case  of  these  men. 
I  am  very  anxious  to  learn  as  soon  as  possible  what  has  been  done  with  the  men,  and  I 
am  also  desirous  of  being  made  acquainted  with  any  proceedings  which  may  have  been 
adopted  with  a  view  to  investigate  the  circumstances  connected  with  their  enlistment. 

In  the  note  to  which  I  have  referred  I  also  informed  you  that  it  had  been  reported 
to  me  that  a  large  number  of  Irishmen,  brought  over  by  the  same  packet,  and  in  charge 
of  the  same  person,  a  man  named  Finney,  had  been  practised  on  in  a  not  unsimilar 
manner  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boston. 

I  have  herewith  the  honour  to  inclose  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  passengers  by  the 
packet  in  question,  the  ^^  Nova  Scotian."    I  have  not  yet  received  special  information 
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respecting  any  of  these  men  individually  ^Ecepthig  'tiie  seven  enlisted  at  Portland.  But 
it  is  reported  to  me  by  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Boston  that  several  of  them  have  been 
enlisted.  The  treatment  to  which  a  great  number  of  them  were  subjected  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Boston  has  become  matter  of  public  notoriety  ;  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  the 
proper  authorities  will  consider  that  there  is,  to  say  the  least,  sufficient  primd  facie 
evidence  that  these  men  have  been  unfairly  dealt  with^  to  render  it  proper  tfartt  steps 
should  be  taken  io  trace  those  of  them  who  have  enlisted^  and  at  the  same  time  to  inveB- 
tigate  thoroughly  the  circumstances  under  which  their  enlistment  took  place. 

I  must,  moreover,  express  my  hope  that  the  United  States'  Government  will  tsOse 
into  consideration  the  suggestion  which  I  ventured  to  make  in  my  note,  that  measures 
should  be  adopted  to  protect  foreigners  arriving  in  the  United  States  from  the  practice 
of  unscrupulous  recruiting  agents. 

I  have^  &c- 
(Signed)  LTONB. 


Inclosure  11  in  No.  8. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Consul  Lousada. 


Sir,  fVdshington,  April  7,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  your  despatches  of  the  11th,  I2th,  17th,  21st,  23rd,  and  26th 
ultimo,  and  to  my  despatch  of  the  13  th  ultimo,  1  have  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  repre- 
sented to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that  there  is  sufficient  primd  facie 
evidence  that  a  considerable  number  of  the  Irish  passengers  by  the  "  l^Tova  Scotia  "  were 
unfeirly  dealt  with,  to  render  it  proper  that  measures  should  be  iaken  by  the  proper 
authorities  to  trace  those  who  have  enlisted  in  the  United  States'  army,  and  to  investigate 
thoroughly  the  circumstances  under  which  their  enlistment  took  place. 

Ton  will  bear  in  mind  my  instruction  of  the  13th  ultimo,  «ndnot  relax  your  own 
endeavours  to  trace  these  men,  and  to  obtain  in  the  several  cases  such  evidence  of  the 
practices  by  which  they  were  made  to  enlist  as  may  serve  to  support  applications  from 
me  to  the  TJnited  States'  Government  for  their  discharge. 

I  have  suggested  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  tiiat  effectual 
measures  should  be  taken  to  protect  British  subjects  arriving  in  the  United  States  from 
the  practices  of  unscrupulous  recruiting  agents. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYOK^S. 


Inclosure  12  in  No.  8. 
Petition  of  Thomas  Tulley. 


No.  5  Ward,  Finley  Hospital,  Washington,  Delaware  Counfj/, 
May  it  please  your  Lordship,  April  4,  1864. 

THE  humble  petition  of  Thomas  Tulley,  one  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects,  but 
now  enrolled  in  D  Company  20th  Maine  Eegiment,  United  States'  army,  himibly  solicits 
your  Lordship's  kind  consideration  and  perusal  of  the  following  petition.  Tour 
Lordship's  Petitioner  came  from  Liverpool  in  the  steam-ship  ^'  Nova  Scotian,''  and 
landed  in  Portland  on  the  9th  of  last  month,  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  a  lucrative 
employment  in  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Page,  Richardson  and  Co.,  of  Boston,  but 
the  day  he  landed  he  missed  the  cars,  and,  after  being  about  six  hours  in  America, 
Petitioner  was  confined  in  the  city  prison. 

That  Petitioner  was  visited  in  his  cell  the  next  morning  by  a  recruiting  Agent  and 
asked  to  enlist,  and  thereby  gain  his  liberty ;  this  Petitioner  refused,  and  remonstrated 
with  the  Agent  as  to  such  conduct  in  a  civilized  country. 

That  Petitioner  was  sufiering  with  thirst  and  hunger,  and  he  applied  to  the  prison 
officials  for  sustenance,  which  was  refused.  Petitioner  then  demanded  to  be  brought 
before  a  Magistrate,  but  he  was  informed  that  he  would  be  brought  before  no  such 
person.  Petitioner  then  asked  when  he  would  get  his  liberty,  but  his  question  was  met 
with  a  dubious  answer,  but  that  if  Petitioner  enUsted  he  would  be  released  and  get  plenty 
of  food  and  drink. 

That  Petitioner,  under  the  circumstances,  asked  for  his  liberty  in  order  that  Tie  might 
consider  the  matter  fully,  hoping  to  get  i;o  the  British  Consul     The  Deputy  Governor 
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unlocked  tlie  cell-door,  but  Petitioner  was  met  at  the  main  entrance  to  the  prison  and 

E resented  with  enlisting  papers,  which  he  refused  to  sign,  when  your  Petitioner  was  again 
)cked  up.  Subsequently  Petitioner  was  again  assaUed  by  Army  Agents,  and  one  of 
them  took  your  Petitioner  to  a  recruiting  oflSce,  watched  by  the  police,  who  had  orders  to 
bring  your  Petitioner  back  to  prison  unless  he  signed  the  enlisting  papers,  which 
Petitioner,  under  such  circumstances,  was  compelled  to  sign,  after  which  Petitioner 
received  food  and  drink,  but  not  his  liberty.  Petitioner  was  then  locked  in  a  room, 
where  he  received  clothing,  and  was  brought  by  an  escort  to  the  Treasury  Office,  where 
they  gave  Petitioner  200  dollars  State  bounty,  the  principal  portion  of  which  sum  was 
extorted  from  Petitioner  for  paltry  articles  of  clothing,  &c.    . 

That  Petitioner  on  the  evening  of  his  enlistment  and  the  day  after  his  arrival  in 
America  was  sent  to  Camp  Berry,  outside  Portland,  where  he  was  again  almost  a  prisoner, 
and  Petitioner  seeing  his  position  managed  through  a  friend  to  send  a  letter  to  Mr.  Murray 
the  British  Consul,  who  came  and  investigated  the  matter  before  the  Colonel  in  command 
at  that  place,  and  he  signified  his  strong  disapprobation  of  the  manner  I  and  five  more 
of  my  countrymen  were  treated,  as  Petitioner  begs  to  remind  your  Lordship  that  there 
are  five  more  men  who  were  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  Petitioner,  and  are  naw 
serving  in  the  same  company  and  regiment  as  your  Petitioner.  Mr.  Murray  informed 
Petitioner  that  he  would  apply  to  the  Provost-General  for  Petitioner's  and  his  companions* 
release,  and  that  if  he  did  not  succeed  he  would  lay  the  case  before  your  Lordship  ;  but 
whether  he  has  done  so  or  not,  your  Petitioner  is  ignorant  of.  Mr.  Murray  also  advised 
your  Petitioner  to  take  no  more  money,  and  when  the  Government  bounty  173  dollars  was 
offered,  your  Petitioner  refused  taking  it,  although  the  other  five  men  took  it,  so  that 
your  Lordship's  Petitioner  has  taken  no  money  except  the  State  bounty  as  aforesaid,  which 
he  was  almost  forced  to  take. 

That  on  Petitioner's  march  through  the  country  he  posted  a  letter  for  your  Lordship 
in  Philadelphia,  but  Petitioner  fears  it  did  not  reach  your  Lordship. 

That  on  Petitioner's  arrival  at  his  regiment  which  forms  part  of  the  army  of  the 
Potomac,  he  was  sent  back  to  this  hospital  on  account  of  some  slight  sickness,  and  mider 
such  a  fortunate  event  Petitioner  is  able  to  lay-his  case  before  your  Lordship  before  he 
is  again  sent  back,  and  Petitioner  fully  hopes  that  your  Lordship  will  get  your  Petitioner 
his  liberty,  on  account  of  the  unlawful  manner  he  has  been  treated  in  America, 

That  your  Petitioner  was  about  representing  the  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
London,  and  also  to  the  two  members  who  represent  his  native  city  in  Parliament,  but 
having  thought  of  your  Lordship  as  Representative  of  England  in  America,  Petitioner 
once  more  craves  your  Lordship's  interference  with  the  War  Department,  and  thereby 
obtain  your  Petitioner's  release. 

That  your  Petitioner  has  served  his  own  country  for  many  years  during  the  Lidian 
mutiny,  and  is  at  present  receiving  sevenpence  per  day  pension,  having  been  discharged 
on  account  of  bad  sight,  but  a  good  chance  having  offered  I  came  to  America  to  better 
my  position,  and  scarcely  was  Petitioner  landed  in  free  America  than  he  was  treated  as 
aforesaid,  but  which  I  am  certain  your  Lordship  will  not  tolerate. 

Thai  your  Petitioner  is  prepared  to  make  an  aflSdavit  before  any  person  as  to  the 
foregoing  statement. 

Tour  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays  that  your  Lordship  wiU  do  whatever  is 
necessary  for  your  Petitioner. 

And  in  duty  bound  your  Lordship's  Petitioner  will  ever  pray. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  TULLET, 

D  Company  20th  Maine  Regiment. 

P.  S.— Your  Lordship's  Petitioner  is  likely  to  be  shortly  sent  back  to  his  regiment. 
Will  your  Lordship,  therefore,  attend  to  your  Petitioner's  case  shortly,  and  for  which  may 
you  have  every  blessing. 

T.  T. 


Lidosure  13  in  No.  8. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Sir,  ffashington,  April  6,  1864. 

WTTBT  reference  to  the  note  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you  yesterdlty, 
I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  learned  that  Thomas  Tulley  and  fire  of  the  men  enfisted 
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at  Portland,  whose  cases  I  represented  to  you  on  the  19th  of  last  month,  were  sent 
to  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  and  enrolled  in  Company  D,  of  the  20th  Maine  Regiment. 
Five  of  them  are,  as  I  understand,  actually  serving  in  that  regiment  in  the  field  or 
in  camp.  Tulley  has,  I  am  informed,  been  transferred  temporarily  to  the  Finley 
Hospital  in  this  city.  I  deem  it  right,  therefore,  again  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
request  I  made  on  the  19th  ultimo,  that  these  men  might  not  be  forwarded  to  the  army, 
nor  placed  in  actual  service,  pending  an  investigation  of  the  circumstances  of  their  enlist- 
ment. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 

No.  9. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  May  1.) 

My  Lord,  Washington^  April  19,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  8th  instant,  and  to  the  previous  cor- 
respondence relative  to  the  enlistment  at  Portland  and  Boston  of  the  Irish  passengers 
by  the  steamer  '^Nova  Scotian,''  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  here- 
with a  copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Seward,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  communications 
of  the  7th  and  8th  instant  on  the  subject. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  a  despatch  from 
Mr.  Consul  Murray,  and  of  its  inclosures.  The  inclosures  consist  of  a  Report  of  the 
Provost  Marshal  and  Board  of  Enrolment  at  Portland,  and  of  depositions  on  which  it  is  in 
part  founded. 

I  shall  endeavour  to  obtain  further  information  from  the  enlisted  men  themselves, 
as  the  Report  of  the  Board  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  conclusive  as  to  their  having  been 
fairly  dealt  with. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  LYOXS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  9. 
Mr.  F.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Department  of  State^  Washington,  April  12,  186^. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  conmiunication  of  the 
7th  and  8th  instant,  referring  to  that  of  the  19th  of  last  month,  relative  to  the  case  of 
Thomas  Tulley,  Michael  Byrne,  and  five  other  Irishmen,  British  subjects,  said  to  have 
improperly  enlisted  into  the  United  Stales'  military  service,  and  the  former  relating  also 
to  the  alleged  treatment  of  the  passengers  of  the  "  Nova  Scotian,''  and  to  the  subject  of 
the  practices  of  recruiting  agents  in  regard  to  foreigners  arriving  in  this  country.  I  have 
the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  in  reply,  that  I  have  inclosed  a  copy  of  those  commu- 
nications to  the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  particular  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
request  contained  therein. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  W.  SEWARD,  Acting  Secretary. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  9. 

Consul  Murray  to  Lord  Lyons. 
My  Lord,  Portland,  April  7,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  duplicate  Report,  together  with  a  set  of 
duplicate  sworn  evidence,  made  by  the  Provost  Marshal  and  Board  of  Enrolment  at 
Portland,  to  Major  Gardiner,  the  Acting  Assistant  Provost  Marshal  General  at  Augusta, 
in  pursuance  of  instructions  under  date  of  the  17th  ultimo,  to  investigate  into  the  circum- 
stances under  which  seven  Irishmen  had  been  enlisted  into  the  mUitary  service  of  the 
United  States;  the  official  attention  of  Major  Gardiner  having  been  requested  by  a 
communication  from  myself  dated  the  14th  ultimo,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  petition  addressed 
to  me  from  these  men,  who  alleged  that  they  had  been  improperly  and  against  their  will, 
enlisted  into  the  service. 
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I  was  present  daring  the  whole  investigation,  which  lasted  for  several  days,  and  t 
have  much  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  good  faith  and  earnest  endeavours  of  the 
Provost  Marshal  and  his  coadjutors  in  obtaining  the  most  searching  evidence. 

The  conclusion  that  the  Board  have  come  to  is,  that  they  *'  cannot  learn  that  any 
one  connected  with  recruiting  furnished  any  liquor  to  these  men.  That  food  and  drink 
were  furnished  to  them  while  in  confinement,  such  as  is  furnished  to  other  prisoners  in 
like  circumstances.  That  they  were  enlisted  of  their  own  free  will  while  perfectly  sober^ 
That  after  their  enlistment  they  never  refused  to  enter  the  service  when  brought  before 
the  Provost  Marshal,  and  therefore  were  never  returned  to  confinement  for  refusing. 
That  two  watches  were  sold  to  them  by  men  in  United  States'  uniforms,  as  will  appear  by 
the  statements  of  Lieutenant  Strout  and  Sergeant  Atkinson,  and  nothing  else.'' 

As  this  conclusion  is  based  upon  the  personal  knowledge  of  the  Board,  and  upon 
sworn  testimony,  while  the  written  allegations  of  the  absent  Irishmen  are  somewhat 
confused,  and  do  not  contain  the  whole  truth,  it  will  be  difficult  to  rebut  it.  Yet  a 
perusal  of  the  evidence  will  prove  that  some  portion  of  their  complaint  was  not  without 
reason. 

The  Board  stete  no  one  connected  with  recruiting  furnished  any  liquor  to  the  men. 
This  may  be  true,  or  at  least  there  may  be  no  evidence  to  prove  the  fact  as  regards  those 
identical  men,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  systematic  attempt  made  to 
get  these  emigrants  drunk  for  the  purpose  of  enlistment.  Policeman  Berrick's  evidence 
on  this  subject  is  most  important.  He  states,  ''While  in  Mr.  Bradley's  *  (liquor  store) 
there  were  two  or  three  well-dressed  men,  I  do  not  know  their  names,  but  have  seen  them 
in  this  city,  who  appeared  to  be  liberal  with  their  money.  These  men  were  not  drinking 
themselves,  but  the  emigrants  were.  I  saw  a  man  who  said  he  was  from  Augusta,  who 
appeared  to  be  talking  with  the  men  out  on  the  railroad  track.  This  man  said  to  me  he 
was  a  recruiting  officer,  and  wanted  some  of  my  help  to  get  some  of  the  men.  I  told 
him  the  police  had  nothing  to  do  with  business  of  that  kind.  He  insinuated  to  me  that 
if  the  men  wanted  liquor  to  aid  them  in  getting  it.  I  told  him  no,  that  I  did  not  drink 
myself  and  would  not  assist  in  procuring  any  for  the  men." 

Mr.  Bradley,  the  keeper  of  the  public-house  testifies,  that  '*  a  man  came  into  my 
shop  and  bought  a  demijohn  of  whiskey ;  he  carried  it  towards  the  wharf  where  the  steam- 
ship lay.  This  man  was  a  Canadian.  He  told  me  so.  I  have  seen  him  before,  don't 
know  his  name." 

The  evidence  of  these  two  persons  is  conclusive  that  the  emigrants  were  treated  to 
liquor ;  that  the  expected  result  took  place — they  got  drunk,  and  some  of  them  were 
conveyed  to  the  Station-house ;  and  that  had  they  not  been  made  drunk,  they  would 
have  gone  off  to  Boston  with  their  companions. 

The  charge  of  intimidation  is  founded,  I  presume,  upon  the  evidence  of  police  officer 
Cole,  who  states  that  when  they  asked  him  what  would  be  their  punishment  for  getting 
drunk  and  for  riotous  behaviour,  replied  that  they  would  be  fined  thirty  shillings  sterling, 
or  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  thirty  days.  This  may  be  the  law,  but  I  much  doubt 
whether  it  is  carried  out  in  practice. 

The  evidence  given  by  the  police  officers  and  the  recruiting  officers  proves  that 
there  was  a  very  good  understanding  between  these  fimctionaries,  and  that  the  latter  were 
even  called  and  admitted  to  the  cells  with  the  object  of  inducing  the  men  to  enlist. 

The  charge  of  having  watches  and  jewellery  palmed  off  upon  them  by  persons  in  the 
uniform  of  the  United  States  is  met  by  the  statement  of  Lieutenant  Strout  and  Serjeant 
Atkinson,  who,  while  they  admit  having  sold  them  two  watches  at  their  earnest  request, 
declare  that  also,  at  their  desire,  they  accompanied  the  men  to  the  watchmakers  and 
other  shops  to  make  purchases,  as  it  is  not  permitted  to  new  recruits  to  go  about  by 
themselves. 

With  regard  to  Thomas  Tulley,  if  due  credit  be  given  to  the  evidence  of  policeman 
Beitick,  it  would  appear  that  he  came  over  with  the  object  of  enlisting,  not  caring  on  which 
side  he  fought,  but  only  for  the  party  who  gave  him  most  money.  I  must  however 
remark,  on  his  behalf,  that  I  understand  on  his  leaving  Camp  Berry,  he  and  one  other  of 
his  companions  refused  to  accept  a  portion  of  the  bounty  money  due  to  them. 

Major  Mc  Clellan  has  not  thought  proper  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  my  communi- 
cation of  the  14th  ultimo,  and  I  have  been  given  to  understand  that  he  does  not  intend 
to  do  so,  as  he  objects  to  the  tone  of  it. 

I  have^  &c. 
(Signed)  HENRY  JOHK  MURRAY. 


[222]  E 
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Jndosure  3iA  No.  9. 

Report. 

Prompt  MarshaVe  Office,  Partkmd,  April  2,  I8&i. 

VvE  haTe  the  honour  to  make  the  following  report^  as  to  the  circumstanaefi  imifft 
which  Thomas  Tullej^  Michael  Bjrne^  James  H^gimu  Micjuiel  Moran^  Bdward  Casai^r, 
Thomas  Burke^  and  Martin  Hocfan^  were  enlisted  at  ibis  office.  This  rfftort  was  oatW 
for  by  your  communication  of  March  17,  1864.  A  copy  of  a  Mamunieation  to  HoMiir- 
able  Jacob  Mc  Cellan^  Mayor  of  this  city^  was  Cumisbad  ufi»  wUch  we  forward  with  Hds 
Beport.  This  communication  was  written  by  Her  Mja^esty's  Cmj»i1  at  this  port,  Havy 
John  Murray,  Esq.  We  assumed  that  this  communiMtioa  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
complaint,  and  our  object  has  been  to  arrive  at  the  truth  or  falsity  of  these  ehjtrges,  hy 
the  last  testimony  that  could  be  proouired.  Her  Majeefy's  C!on«ul  was  invited  to  be 
present  and  take  a  part  in  the  investigation,  and  we  are  pleased  to  say  he  haA  been 
present  during  the  entire  investigation  and  taken  a  part  in  the  same,  and  while  he  1ms 
been  faithful  to  the  interests  of  the  Government  that  lie  jrepresents,  the  entire  intercourse 
between  him'  and  this  Board  has  been  of  the  most  pleasant  character.  Whik  we  had  oo 
express  order  to  take  the  testimony  of  any  individual  in  the  caae,  we  supposed  that  a 
grave  question  of  international  policy  was  at  aiake,  and  that  our  own  report  would  be  of 
more  value,  if  we  should  forward  the  sworn  testimony  that  we  have  taken  in  the  case  upon 
which  our  Report  is  partially  based.  Of  course  a  certain  portion  of  our  Report  is  made  up 
from  our  own  knowledge^  and  no  testimony  other  than  that  of  this  Boani  could  be 
procured.  We  conunenced  the  investigation  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  day  -of  March, 
and  continued  from  day  to  day,  as  the  other  business  of  the  office  would  permit,  mutil  the 
final  completion. 

The  steam-ship  **  IS'ova  Scotian  "  arrived  at  this  port  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of 
March,  bringing  a  large  number  of  Irish  steerage  passengera.  As  to  the  conitraot  that 
they  had  signed  to  go  to  Bosk>n  we  have  no  authentic  proof,  but  sM^ose  that  to  be  &e 
case.  The  first  knowledge  that  we  bad  of  these  men  is  that  they  landed,  and  about 
half-past  10  o'clock  A?ent  to  the  house  of  Jaiaaes  Bradly,  jnn.,  and  called  for  food;  some 
of  the  men  were  intoxicated  when  they  arrived  there ;  tiame  who  had  food  had  money  iRiih 
which  to  pay  their  bills,  and  did  pay  in  English  coin.  Prior  to  this,  as  appears  Aom  Ae 
statement  of  James  Bradly,  jxm.,  a  man,  who  said  he  was  from  Canada,  bou^t  a  demijohn 
of  whiskey,  and  carried  it  down  towards  the  wharf  where  theae  eo^mnts  landed.  Wie 
do  not  know  whether  any  of  this  liquor  was  served  out  to  the  mea  or  not.  Thus  &r  iwe 
have  not  been  able  to  learn  who  furnished  or  paid  for  the  liquor  thai  they  dvank ;  quite  a 
number  of  these  passengers  became  drunk,  noisy,  and  troublemme.  The  polkt  tried 
to  keep  them  quiet  until  they  could  be  forwarded  to  Bostcm,  but  tbey  did  aot  saoee^d, 
and  several  were  carried  to  the  watch-honse.  The  evidence  of  the  several  policemen  is 
referred  to  show  these  facts.  Thomas  Tulley,  Michael  Byrne,  James  Higgins^  aad 
Michael  Moran,  and  other  men  who  were  not  mustered  into  the  United  States'  aervise^ 
were  among  the  men  arrested  by  the  police.  As  to  tbeir  treatment  while  in  the  watch- 
house  see  the  testimony  of  the  police.  We  refer  to  the  testimony  of  John  Goltins, 
recruiting  officer,  as  to  the  condition  of  the  thr^  first  named  at  the  time  of  enliet- 
ment. 

We  believe  that  these  men  were  perfectly  sober  when  enlisted  by  Mr.  Oollins^  and 
that  they  enlisted  into  the  contract  to  serve  in  the  military  service  of  the  country  volaa- 
tarily.    Mr.  Collins  enlisted  Tulley,  Higgins,  and  Byrne,  and  one  other  who  was  rejeefaad 
by  the  Board.     At  first  Byrne  was  examined  and  rejected  for  some  difikulty  witii  his 
foot.     He  was  very  anxious  to  be  accepted  ;  stated  that  he  had  been  in  the  British  £ist 
India  Service,,  and  had  marched  and  could  march  with  perfect  ease ;  and  in  proof  of  his 
having  been  a  3oldier  took  a  musket  and  went  through  with  the  noMHial  of  arms  with 
^reat  precision.     After  mature  deliberation  and  examination  of  the  34th  section  ef 
circular,  No.  1  series  of  1864,  the  Board  decided  to  accept  him.     Patrick  Ifoophe^  the 
other  one  who  was  enlisted  by  Mr.  OoUins,  was  rejeeted  for  varicose  veins.    He  was  v^^ 
anxious  to  be  accepted,  and  was  very  n^uch  disappointed  when  the  Board  decided  to  reject 
him.    We  do  know  that  Thonuis  Tulley,  Jan^es  Higgii^  and  Michael  Byrme  were  inufitei!ed 
into  the  service  when  perfectly  sober  and  according  to  their  own  exipvess  desire.     Wc 
know  nothing  about  the  enli^toietvt  pf  Burke,  Cassidy,  Moran,  and  Hogan  ;  only  from 
tesHl^Dp^  lOf  John  M-  Todd,  a  recruiting  officer,  whose  statement  accompanies  this 
report,  and  of  police  officer  Cole,  whose  statement   corroborates  Mr.  Todd's  in  some 
particulars.     We   ref^  to  thfi  ^t^ftement  of  Mr   Todd,  and  believe  in  its  correctness. 
Burke  and  Cassidy  were  presented  for  examination  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  but  the 
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surg^m  cefiised  to  examine  them  beeauae  **^  were  intoxicftted,  and  they  were  taken 
away  ;  brought  in  tihae  next  day  with  Moraiiy  and  the  three  were  examined  and  mustered. 
Hogan  was  examined  and  mustered  the  1 1th  day.  At  no  time  have  any  of  these  seven 
men  ever  refused  or  expressed  the  slightest  objections  to  be  examined  or  mustered,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  earnestly  desired  it.  Hogan  never  was  in  confinement  at  all ;  therefore 
the  wiwrfe  com^amt  as  to  Hogan  falls  to  the  grouaid.  Therefore,  in  conclusion^  we  say 
that  we  cannot  learn  that  any  one  connected  with  reemitiag  fiirnished  any  liquor  to  those 
men ;  that  food  and  drink  was  furnished  to  them  while  in  confinement  such  as  i^  furnished 
to  other  prisoners  in  like  circumstances ;  that  they  were  enlisted  of  their  own  free  will 
while  perfectly  sober ;  that  after  their  enlistment  they  never  refused  to  enter  the  service 
when  brought  before  the  Provost-Marshal,  and  therefore  were  never  returned  to  confine- 
ment for  refusing ;  that  two  watches  were  sold  to  them  by  men  in  United  States'  uniform, 
as  will  appear  by  the  statements  of  Lieutenant  Strout  and  Sergeant  Atkinson,  and  nothing 
else. 

Hoping  that  this  Keport  is  satisfactory  we  subscribe  ourselves,  &c. 

(iSigned)  CHAKLES  H.  DOUGBTT,  Captain  md  Provpst  M(fr8h^. 

EDWABD  S.  MOftRIS,  Comimsioner. 


■^^•iF*«"»*T»f«r- 


Iia^qlowire  4  in  No.  9. 

Statemet^  q/  J.  W.  XMlim* 

MY  mtme  i»  John  W.  C5olUns.  I  am  a  recaruiting  officer  for  the  city  of  Portlands 
On  the  morning  of  the  10th  day  of  March  I  received  information  from  Police  Officer 
WiUiam  Foster  that  if  I  would  go  up  to  the  watch-house  it  was  his  impression  that  there 
was  a  maJi  there  iij  cell  !N"o*  5  who  was  desirous  to  enlist.  I  went  to  the  cell  ifo.  5  about 
9  a.m;>  and  asked  the  man  if  he  wished  to  enlist.  He  told  me  he  did,  but  would  not 
in  prison.  This  was  Thomaa  TuUey.  He  represented  himself  &o«i  the  county  of  GWlway, 
Ir^lpupid.  I  said  to  him  1^  would  not  be  asked  to  enlist  in  prison  :  you  arte  stcangecs  and 
Irishmen,  and  fer  be  it  from  me  to  take  any  advantage  of  you,  Tultey  then  said  he  would 
coBP^  out^  and  did  come  out  of  hid  cell,  waJked  about  to  the  other  cells  for  about  half  an 
how,  talking  with  his  companions.  He  went  biE^k  into  the  cell  a^kd  said  be  would  not 
enlist.  He  asked  me  what  would  be  done  with  him.  I  told  him  I  could  not  tell  him. 
I  th^n  went  to  the  Mayor's  office,  found  there  the  City  Marshal,  J.  S,  Heald^  and  the 
Mayor  of  Portland.  I  said  to  Mr.  Heald  the  men  imprisoned  were  uader  the  impression 
they  were  prisoners,  and  would  not  enlist.  J  thought  if  they  were  set  a  liberty  I  eould 
enlist  some  of  them.  Mr.  Heald  said,  I  have  no  objectioaa  for  you.  to  take  ih^  men  and 
do  the  besit  you  can  with  them.  The  Mayor  said  he  wauld  i^ot  h^^ve  the  iaipression  go 
aboH;^  that  we  coerced  men  to  enlist  in  the  city  of  Port^aoid  und^  any  coiSbsideration. 
The  Mayor  ivad  Mr.  Heald  (the  Marshal)  told  Poliee-officw  Gole  to  go  down  and  liberate 
the  men.  He  did  so.  The  men  were  g^ng  o^t  th^  back  door.  I  told  them  no,  that 
was  the  watd)-home  door;  come  upstairs,  out  thj^ou^^  thie</ity  BtnUding,  at  the  foront 
door.  They  did  so.  The  men  were  perfectly  sober.  They  told  me  they  were  dry  and 
hungry..  When  tii^  came  out  of  the  front  door  I  said  to  them,  There,  men,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  go  where  you  please,  but  if  you  are  desirous  of  enli^ti?^  giYem»  theqwieference ; 
I  will  do  as  well  by  you  as  any  other  recruiting  agent  will ;  I  will  guarantee  that  you 
have  every  cent  that  belongs  to  you.  I  showed  them  where  the  r^cr^tiag-office  was 
that  I  kept.  Thomas  Tulley,  James  Hig^s,  and  Michael  Byrne  followed  me  down  .and 
went  in.  They  wanted  some  liquor.  I  said  to  them  that  I  had  taken  afde^n  oath  that 
I  would  not  give  any  man  as  much  liquor  as  wouW  write  his  £tfa»e  to  any  man  to  induce 
him  to  enlist.  I  repeated  this  to  them  several  times.  After  they  found  that  I  would 
not  furnish  them  with  liquor  they  consulted  among  themselves  for  about  half  an  hour,  and 
asked  me  to  fill  their  papers.  Tulley  signed  tiiem  first,  then  Byrne,  thenHiggins.  They 
enlisted  about  half-past  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  From  the  time  they  were 
discharged  till  the  time  they  were  enlisted  they  were  perfectly  free  to  come  or  go 
where  they  chose.  If  they  had  wished  to  see  the  British  Consul  they  had  perfect  freedom 
to  do  BO.  If^titiey  had  asked  me  to  accompany  them  to  the  British  rCoc^sid  I  sbould  have 
done  so.  I  took  the  three  men  up  to  the  Provost  Maiishal's  office.  ToUey  and  Higgins 
weiH)  accepted.  Byrne  was  at  first  rejected  for  a  bunch  on  his  foot,  but  he  was  very 
aBKiom  to  go ;  «aid  he  had  been  in  the  Bri^sli  fter^io«#  <^  ^  (oot  d)d  not  troubfe  him. 
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The  Board  of  Enrolment  consulted  together,  and  with  Captain  Lane  of  the  20th  B^iment^ 
and  finally  accepted  him,  and  he  was  mustered  in  with  T^ey  and  Higging. 

(Signed)  JOHN  W.  COLLINS. 

State  of  Maine,  Cumberland,  ss.,  April  1,  1864. 

Personally  appeared  John  W.  Collins,  above-named,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
/the  statement  by  him  signed  before  me. 
Signed  before  me, 
(Signed)  Edwd.  S.  Mobris,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Inclosure  6  in  No.  9. 
Statement  of  John  M.  Todd. 


MY  name  is  John  M.  Todd ;  I  reside  in  the  city  of  Portland ;  am  a  recruiting  officer. 
On  the  9th  day  of  March,  while  I  was  at  dinner,  about  12  o*clock,  a  seijeant  and  one 
other  man  came  to  my  house  and  informed  me  they  could  bring  me  some  men.  When  I 
went  to  my  hair-dressing  rooms,  on  Middle-street,  I  found  them  with  Edward  Oassidy, 
Tliomas  Burke,  and  Michael  Moran.  I  enlisted,  about  10  o'clock  p.m.,  Burke  and 
Cassidy.  ^J^ey  were  not  intoxicated  at  the  time.  Moran  refused  to  enlist  at  that  time. 
I  gave  him  my  business-card  that  he  mighl  know  where  to  go  if  he  wanted  to  enlist  after- 
wards. After  Burke  and  Cassidy  enlisted  they  went  out  with  Sergeant  Stewart  and 
Robert  Curran,  and  I  did  not  see  them  again  till  half-past  3  o'clock,  when  Cassidy 
and  Burke  came  back  and  wanted  to  go  up  to  the  Provost  Marshal's  Office  and  be 
examined.  Cassidy  was  quite  drunk.  Burke  was  somewhat  intoxicated  when  they  came 
back.     I  went  there  with  them. 

The  surgeon  made  a  partial  examination  of  Burke ;  Cassidy  was  so  drunk  that  he 
would  not  examine  him.  Cassidy  was  so  noisy  that  one  of  the  police  said  he  should  arrest 
them  if  they  went  out  into  the  street.  They  went  below  in  the  same  building  to  the  Police 
Office,  and  were  locked  up  in  the  cells.  Burke  was  not  so  drunk  as  Cassidy,  but  said  he 
would  not  be  separated  from  him ;  but  if  he  was  put  in  the  lock-up  he  would  go  too. 
The  next  morning  Robert  Curran  came  to  my  shop  and  said  the  police  wanted  to  see  me 
at  the  office  to  take  those  men  out.  I  went  up  to  the  cells  ;  a  man  spoke  to  me  and  said, 
there  is  the  man  I  agreed  to  go  with,  I  have  got  his  card.  And  he  took  the  card  I  gave 
him  out  of  his  pocket.  This  was  Moran,  who  was  in  my  shop  the  day  before.  I  took 
out  the  three  men.  I  took  Cassidy  and  Burke  to  the  Provost  Marshal's  Office ;  they  w^e 
examined  and  mustered.  Moran  went  down  to  the  shop ;  he  enlisted  there,  came  Imck  to 
the  Provost  Marshal's  Office,  was  examined  and  mustered.  Moran  was  enlisted  as  soon 
as  he  got  down  to  my  office  from  the  cell. 

"Die  afternoon  of  the  10th  Martin  Hogan  was  brought  to  me  by  Sergeant  Stewart 
for  enlistment.  He  was  perfectly  sober  when  he  enlisted.  I  took  him  to  the  Provost 
Marshal's  Office;  but  the  Provost  Marshal  would  not  muster  that  afternoon,  as  he 
mustered  men  in  the  forenoon.  Sergeant  Stewart  took  him  to  the  camp  and  kept  bim 
over  night.  Brought  him  to  the  Marshal's  Office  in  the  morning  of  the  11th,  when  he 
was  mustered  into  service. 

(Signed)  JOHN  M.  TODD. 

State  of  Maine,  Cumberland,  ss.,  April  1,  1864. 

Personally  appeared  John  M.  Todd  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
statement. 

Before  me, 
(Signed)  Edward  S.  Morris,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Inclosure  6  in  "So.  9. 
Statement  of  H.  Q.  Cole. 


MY  name  is  Harrison  G.  Cole.  I  am  one  of  the  police  officers  of.  the  cHy  of 
Portland  ;  I  have  charge  of  the  Station-house.  1  had  charge  of  the  station  house  on  the 
9th  and  10th  days  of  March,  1864,  during  the  day.  Deputy  Marshal  Went  worth  had 
charge  of  the  Station-house  during  the  night  of  the  days  above-mentioned.     My  duties 
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'Cease  at  6  o'clock  p.m.,  and  commenced  in  the  morning  at  half  past  7  or  8  o'clock.    On 

the  afternoon  of  the  9th  of  March  about  half  past  5  o'clock  Edward  Cassidy  and  ' 

Thomas  Burke  were  brought  to  the  Police  Office  by  John  M.  Todd,  a  recruiting  officer. 

One  of  them,  I  think  Burke,  was  very  drunk,  the  other  was  somewhat  intoxicated— 

t^onsiderablj  so.     Mr.  Todd  came  to  me  before  he  brought  the  men,  and  said  they  were 

so  drunk  they  would  not  examine  them  that  afternoon^  and  asked  me  if  I  would  lock  them 

up  and  keep  them  till  they  were  sober  till  the  next  morning.    I  understood  him  to  mean 

that  they  would  not  be  exanuned  in  the  Provost  Marshal's  Office  while  they  were  drunk. 

I  hesitated.     I  asked  him  where  the  men  were.     I  told  him  if  he  would  bring  the  men  to 

me  I  would  see  whether  I  would  lock  them  up  or  not.    If  they  were  drunk  I  would  lock 

them  up.     He  brought  in  Cassidy  and  Burke.     I  saw  that  they  were  both  too  drunW  to 

be  in  the  street.     1  told  him  I  would  lock  them  up  and  did.     I  saw  no  more  of  these  men 

that  night.     Todd  had  no  access  to  them  that  night,  and  no  one  else  outside  of  the  Police 

Office.      Between  half-past  8  and  9  the  next  morning  Todd  called  for  these  men.     He 

43aid  he  had  enlisted  these  men  on  the  day  before  and  wanted  them.     He  said  they  got 

drunk  after  he  enlisted  them.     He  claimed  that  he  had  enlisted  them.     Be  claimed  that 

he  had  enlisted  Mr.  Moran,  who  was  in  the  lock-up  arrested  by  the  police,  and  insisted 

upon  taking  him  out.     He  produced  before  me  a  sergeant  who  he  said  brought  the  men 

to  him  to  enlist*     I  discharged  Moran  and  Cassidy  and  Burke,  and  he  took  them  away. 

I  think  he  shewed  me  enlisting  papers^  am  not  sure.     They  did  not  ask  for  food  or  water 

to  my  knowledge  the  evening  they  were  locked  up.      The  next  morning  between 

8  and  9  o'clock  1  gave  all  the  prisoners  in  the  lock-up  water  myself  several  times,  and 

crackers  to  all  who  wished.    I  do  not  recollect  particularly  about  Moran^  Cassidy,  and 

Burke,  whether  they  had  food  or  not.      They  were  discharged  earlier  than  the  other 

prisoners.     These  men  would  have  been  discharged  by  me  by  10  o'clock  in  the  morning 

if  Todd  had  not  called  for  them  in  company  with  the  sergeant.    They  were  taken  charge 

of  by  me  simply  for  the  peace  and  order  of  the  city,  and  for  the  safety  of  the  men 

themselves.     Thomas  Tulley,  Michael  Byrne,  and  James  Higgins,  were  brought  to  the 

office  by  the  police  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  of  March,  between  the  hours  of  12  and 

3  o'clock.     1  was  not  in  the  office  when  they  were  brought  in,  but  I  saw  them  after  they 

were  locked  up.     They  were  very  drunk  and  noisy.     One  of  them  was  almost  a  maniac ; 

he  broke  up  the  bucket  in  his  cell  and  was  very  noisy.      All  of  them  were  crazy  drunk. 

TSo  one  outside  of  the  office  had  access  to  them  that  afternoon,  to  my  knowledge.     I  do 

not  now  remember  that  I  gave  them  any  food  that  afternoon.    I  gave  them  water  several 

times.    They  did  not  ask  for  food.     I  think  they  asked  for  water.     The  next  morning  I 

went  around,  and  gave  them  water  and  gave  them  crackers.     Some  ot  them  refused  to 

take  the  food  offered — said  they  wanted  breakfast.   I  replied  to  them  that  was  the  fare  that 

the  prisoners  had.    Before  their  discharge  some  of  them  expressed  a  wish  to  go  on  to  Boston ; 

some  of  them  asked  me  what  would  be  done  with  them  as  a  punishment.    I  told  them  if 

they  were  brought  before  the  Court  they  would  be  fined  in  sterling  money  about  1/.  10^. 

They  replied  to  me  they  had  no  money.     I  told  them  if  their  agent  would  not  pay  their 

fine,  they  would  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  thirty  days ;  such  is  the  law  in  such  cases. 

A  little  after  9  o'clock,  in  conversation  with  Deputy  Marshal  Wentworth,  I  learned  those 

men  were  not  to  be  put  before  the  Court.     Something  was  said  in  the  office,  not  in 

presence  of  the  men,  that  some  of  them  wished  to  enlist.     Mr.  Collins,  a  recruiting  officer, 

came  in,  and  asked  me  if  there  was  not  some  men  there  who  wanted  to  enlist.     1  replied 

I  did  not  know  whether  there  was  or  not.    He  asked  me  if  he  should  go  in  to  speak  with 

the  men.     I  told  him  I  had  no  objection.    He  went  in  and  talked  with  the  men.    I 

asked  him  what  success  he  had.    He  said  one  wanted  to  enlist.    I  asked  which  one  it 

was ;  he  pointed  out  the  man ;  I  do  not  know  which  one  it  was ;  1  am  not  positive,  but 

think  it  was  EUggins.    I  went  to  the  man,  and  asked  him  if  he  wanted  to  enlist.    He. 

said  he  might  as  well  enlist  here  as  go  to  Boston  and  enlist.     I  gave  him  all  the  facts  in 

relation  to  the  bounty  he  would  get.    He  said  he  wanted  to  get  out  of  the  place  he  was 

in ;  did  not  want  to  enlist  there  at  any  rate.     I  told  him  he  could  not  enlist  there  at  any 

rate.    Then  there  was  something  said  about  what  would  be  done  with  them  if  they  did 

not  enlist.     I  told  them  they  probably  would  be  holden  there  till  their  agent  came  for 

them  at  half-past  12  train.    I  had  some  conversation  with  the  Deputy  Marshal  about 

turning  them  out.    This  man  seemed  to  be  anxious  to  enlist,  and  I  discharged  him  after 

conversation  with  Deputy  Wentworth.    He  went  to  the  other  men,  and  tried  to  persuade 

them  to  enlist.    Finally  some  of  them  concluded  to  enlist.    I  told  them  they  would  not 

be  forced  to  enlist  if  they  were  discharged.     The  men  were  all  uneasy  a»d  wanted  to  get 

out.    After  further  conversation  with  the  Deputy,  I  discharged  these  men  out  of  the  cells, 

every  one  of  them.    I  unlocked  the  cells  of  the  whole  of  them ;  told  each  one  of  them^ 

that  they  were  at  liberty  to  do  as  they  chose,  ouJy  txot  to  get  drunk  again  and  be  brought 
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bftok  totiieoffiM.  ThttlsliefreAtlMni  tkenmyMit;  ihts  between  10  aad  M  a*cloekA.«. 
'Rot  one  oi  these  men  hmw  since  bees  bM«glit  back  ta  tke  pofiee  oflce  except  Midliad 
Mjoam,  who  was  Mrested  em  susiiietoii  m  a  ^kesertcr  on  Msrek  II,  at  a  ho«i9e  it  ill  fitme 
in  this  eaty.  Mr.  Hase^  a  specii^  agent  from  ike  PiOYO0t--Mar8kal's  o&te,  took  him  cmt 
of  the  lock-up  March  13. 

(Signed)  HARRISON  G.  OOVB. 

Btate  of  Mave,  Gomfoerland,  ss^  April  1,  1864. 


Personally  ap{>eared  Harrison  6.  Cole  above-nained,  and  made  oath  to  the  tmih  of 
khe  statemeBt  by  him  signed. 
Be£M:e  me^ 
(Signed)  Bdwabd  S.  Mouas^  Jmeiioe  of  the  Peace. 


Inclorare  7  in  BTo.  9. 
Statement  of  J.  H.  Bewick. 


MY  name  is  James  H.  Bewick.  I  am  one  of  the  police  officers  of  Portland.  I  was 
the  first  officer  present  at  the  Grand  Tnmk  depdt  on  the  9th  of  March^  at  the  time  of  ttie 
riot  of  the  steerage  passengers  of  the  *'  Nora  Scotian/'  I  was  sent  for  by  the  agent  who 
brought  over  the  men  :  was  on  the  ground  as  early  as  11  o'clock  a.m.  Mr.  Floyd,  wiio 
caMe  after  me^  said  that  the  agent  wanted  to  keep  the  men  from  getting  liquor.  'Rie 
most  of  the  men  were  in  Peter  Bradley's  liquor-shop.  I  went  in  Bradley's  shop  to  look 
after  the  agent.  I  should  think  there  were  from  twenty-fire  to  forty  in  the  shop ;  some 
were  drinking--HK)me  were  eating  crackers  and  cheese.  I  did  not  find  the  agent.  I 
stopped  a  few  minutes-^came  out  of  the  shop.  The  crowd  appeared  to  gather  around 
the  shop  of  Bradley.  I  went  from  thence  to  the  passeiiger  depot  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Kailway.  I  found  the  men  there  talking ;  one  of  them  asked  me  if  something  could  not 
be  done  to  shut  up  the  rum-shops  (meaning  P.  H.  Bradley's  and  others)  ;  that  they  were 
raising  hell  with  the  men.  This  man  appeared  to  be  an  Englishman ;  from  his  eonyersa- 
tion  1  supposed  him  to  be  one  of  the  passengers  who  came  in  the  same  ressel. 

Mr.  Floyd  pointed  out  the  agent  to  me,  who  wanted  me  to  assist  him  in  keeping  hfe 
men  together  till  the  train  was  ready  for  Boston.  While  we  were  talking,  two  or  three 
men  came  up  to  him  and  wanted  him  to  give  them  some  liquor ;  he  said,  **  K'o,  not  now  ; 
but  after  we  get  things  righted  we  will  see  about  it.'*  While  tidking  with  him,  some  one 
called  out  for  a  fight.  I  made  my  way  into  the  crowd  and  separated  those  men  who  were 
fighting.  I  went  home  to  dinner  for  a  few  minutes ;  got  back  about  half-past  \%  and 
found  a  large  number  collected  ;  then  several  other  policemen  were  present.  There  was 
a  great  uproar.  We  fcried  to  restrain  ttiem — put  some  of  them  into  the  freight  depot  to 
keep  thenu 

The  gres^  objec*  of  Deputy  Marshal  Wentworth  and  the  police  force  was  to  keep 
them  quiet,  and  get  them  off  to  Boston  as  quietly  as  possible.  While  in  Mr.  Bradtey^s 
there  were  two  or  three  well-dressed  men,  I  do  not  know  their  names  but  have  seen  them 
in  this  city,  who  appeared  to  be  liberal  with  their  money.  These  men  were  not  drinking 
themselves,  but  the  emigrants  were.  I  saw  a  man,  who  said  he  was  from  Augusta,  wl» 
ai^^eared  to  be  talking  with  the  men  out  on  the  railroad  track,  TMs  man  said  to  me  he 
was  a  recruiting  oflScer,  and  wanted  some  of  my  help  to  get  some  of  the  men.  I  told 
him  the  police  had  nothing  to  do  with  business  of  that  kind.  He  insinuated  to  me  tfaaA 
if  the  men  wanted  liquor  to  aid  them  in  getting  it.  I  told  him,  no ;  ihat  I  did  not 
drink  myself  and  would  not  assist  in  procuring  any  for  the  men. 

I  saw  wo  one  that  I  knew  to  be  connected  with  Tecruiting  ifor  Ifcis  cSly  ^rt  vicini^ 
present  during  i*>e  riot,  except  Mr.  Floyd.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Floyd  is  a  recnritia^ 
offiow.  The  next  day  I  saw  John  W.  Collins  enlist  Thomas  Tultey,  Michael  Byrne,  and 
James  H^gins.  They  were  down  at  Mr.  Collins'  recruiting  oflke.  CoHins  asked  them 
if  they  were  ready  to  enlist ;  tiaey  said  they  were :  they  were  perfectly  sober,  and  signed 
the  papers  yoluntarily.  During  the  night  before  they  enlisted  the  ne^rt  day,  I  furnished 
the  prisoners  with  water  and  food,  and  had  'conversation  with  Tulley.  He  asked  me  if 
many  of  his  countrymen  were  in  the  army.  I  told  him  there  were.  He  said  be  came 
ovw  here  to  fight.  I  ai^ed  him  for  what.  He  said  it  did  not  make  a  danm-s  ^iflPSere»ce 
to  him  whether  for  the  North  or  the  South ;  he  would  go  where  he  got  the  most  money. 
At  12  o'clock  t*at  night  I  gave  lliomas  Tulley  five  crackers  and  water.  I  gave  the  other 
prisoners  water  and  crackers  at  t^  same  time. 

It  is  contmry  to  the  rules  of  the  office  to  refuse  water  or  food  to  any  pdaoners 


Digitized  by 


Google 


29 

whenever  they  call  for  it.    We  enn  hew  tiie  prisoners  talk  or  shout  from  the  cells  into 
the  police  rooms,  so  that  if  any  one  should  call  they  can  be  easily  heard  by  the  police. 

After  these  three  men  signed  the  enMstnent  papers  they  came  up  to  the  new  city 
building,  and  before  they  went  into  the  Provost-Marshal's  room  to  be  mustered,  they 
wanted  to  go  to  the  poKc&-office  in  the  same  buildi»g,  and  see  if  any  o^ers  would  enlist. 
9'liey  w^nt  down  afnd  wen*  in  with  them,  and  Tufley  tried  to  persuade  others  to  enlist,  Imt 
none  bf  tfcem  ^d  enlist. 

(Signed)  JAMBS  H.  BEWICK. 

State  of  Maine,  Oumberlairf,  S9.,  April  4,  1864. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to. 
Before  me, 
(l^ned)  Edward  8.  MoimiB,  Justice  df  the  Peace. 


Indosure  8  in  !^o.  &. 
Staiemeid  ef  A.  Wervtwartk. 


MY  name  is  Alonzo  Wentworth.  I  am  one  of  the  Dqnrty  Marshals  of  the  city  of 
P'oftland.  About  1  o'clock  p.m.  the  9th  of  March,  my  attention  was  called  down  to  the 
foot  of  Incfia  Street,  near  the  Grand  Trunk  Depot.  I  found  when  I  arrived  there,  there 
was  a  large  crowd.  I  found  several  men  intoxicated.  The  police  force  arrested  seven 
or  eight  men.  They  were  fighting  with  each  other,  and  with  any  one  that  came  along. 
They  were  brought  to  the  watch-house.  Four  of  them  were  brought  upon  a  team ;  two  of 
the  four  were  dead  drunk  and  two  were  fighting  each  other.  They  were  put  into  tie 
lock-up  in  separate  cells.  I  had  charge  of  the  ^^  station -house"  that  night.  No  one  had 
access  to  any  of  the  prisoners  during  the  night,  to  my  knowledge,  except  the  police.  I 
made  the  records  in  the  office.  Thomas  Tulley,  James  Higgins,  Michael  Moran,  and 
Michael  Byrne  were  brought  up  in  the  cart.  One  of  them  resisted  the  officers  in  their 
attempts  to  arrest  the  men.  He  bad  been  drinking,  but  was  not  so  drunk  as  the  rest.  I 
think  this  was  Moran.  About  8  o'clock  the  next  morning  Mr.  Todd,  the  recruiting 
officer,  came  up  to  the  office.  He  wanted  to  go  in  and  talk  with  the  men.  I  told  him 
he  could  not  till  I  made  my  morning  return.  I  went  into  the  cells  and  saw  the  prisoners. 
Some  of  them  asked  me  what  was  going  to  be  done  with  them.  I  told  them  they  would 
remain  there  till  their  agent  came  back  from  Boston  in  the  noon  train.  After  that 
Mr.  Collins  came  up  and  wanted  to  go  out.  He  went  out,  came  back,  and  said  there  was 
eme  that  wanted  to  enlist.  He  said  he  would  Hke  to  take  him  down  to  his  *^  recruiting 
office.*'  I  told  Mr.  Cole  to  go  and  let  him  out.  I  think  this  was  about  half-past  9.  He 
iook  him  out ;  was  gone  one  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  Mr.  Collins  and  the 
man  that  1  had  discharged  wanted  to  go  in  and  see  the  others  who  were  in  the  ceDs. 
They  both  went  into  the  place  where  the  men  were,  stopped  perhaps  fifteen  minutes, 
then  came  into  my  office.  Mr.  Cole  soon  came  in ;  said  the  men  were  very  uneasy  and 
wanted  to  get  out.  I  told  him  to  go  and  let  them  all  out.  I  think  they  were  let  out 
about  half-past  10  o'clock.  When  they  came  into  the  office  I  told  them  they  were  free 
to  go  where  fhey  chose.  INot  one  of  them  was  enlisted  while  in  or  about  the  office, 
^ey  had  crackers  and  water,  the  same  as  other  prisoners  get.  They  asked  for  water 
frequently,  and  received  it.  Mr.  Collins  spoke  to  me,  and  wished  to  go  in  and  see  them 
in  the  evening.  I  would  not  permit  him  to,  as  they  were  too  drunk.  After  they  were 
once  taken  ftwn  the  cells  they  were  not  taken  back  again. 

(Signed)  ALONZO  WENTWORTH. 

State  of  Maine,  €nm%erlattd,  t».,  March  31,  1864. 

Personally  appeared  Alonzo  Wentworth,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
o<laitemcBt,  by  him  signed 
Before  mc, 
(Signed)  Edward  S.  Morbis,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Indosnre  9  in  No.  9. 

Statement  of  W.  Foster. 

MY  name  is  William  Foster ;  am  one  of  the  police  of  the  city  of  Portland.     I  arrested 
the  man  who  was  put  into  the  cell  No.  6  of  the  watch-honse.   While  we  were  coming  from  the 
place  of  arrest  near  the  dep6t  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  to  the  watch-house,  iie  said 
he  wanted  to  enlist.     I  told  him  he  was  too  drunk  to  enlist.    This  was  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  9th  of  March,  and  this  man  was  one  of  the  passengers  of  the  steamer  ^'  Nora 
Scotian."    I  saw  nothing  of  this  man  after  he  was  put  into  the  cell  till  7  o'clock  the  next 
morning.     He  then  asked  me  for  water.     I  gave  him  some,  and  all  other  prisoners  that 
were  in  the  lock-up.     After  he  got  through  drinking  the  water,  he  asked  me  how  long 
they  would  have  to   stay  in  ttiere.     I  told  him  they  would  most  likely  get  out  hy 
10  o'clock.     I  asked  him  if  he  was  going  to  Boston  to  work  on  the  railroad.     He  told 
me  he  should  not  go  with  that  agent  any  further.     I  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  doing. 
He  said  he  should  go  into  the  army  if  he  got  a  chance.     I  told  him  that  he  could  get  as 
good  a  chance  here  in  the  army  as  anywhere.     He  asked  me  what  the  bounty  was.    I 
told  him  if  he  should  enlist  here,  pass  the  surgeon,  he  would  get  200  dollais  down.    I 
told  him  he  would  get  100  dollars  or  more  before  he  left  the  State.    He  wanted  to  know 
where  he  could  go  to  enlist.     I  told  him  there  were  plenty  of  recruiting  officers  where  he 
could  enlist.     I  told  him  as  soon  as  he  was  discharged  he  could  go  down  by  the  post- 
office,  and  there  were  several  recruiting  offices  there ;  or  if  he  wished  me  I  could  s^ 
to  him  one  of  his  brother  countrymen.     He  wanted  me  to  send  him,  and  I  sent  him  to 
John  W.  Oollins.     I  have  not  seen  the  man  since. 

(Signed)  W.  FOSTER. 

State  of  Maine,  Cumberland,  ss.,  March  31,  1864. 

Personally  appeared  W.  Foster,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  statement, 
by  him  signed 

Before  me, 
(Signed)  Edward  S.  Morris,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Inclosure  10  in  No.  9. 

Statement  of  W.  Irish^  T.  Beats,  C.  WilliamSf  and  M.  Akers. 

THE  undersigned  members  of  the  police  of  the  city  of  Portland  testify,  d^K>se,  and 
say,  that  we  were  present  on  the  9th  day  of  March,  1864,  as  the  police  force  under 
Deputy  Marshal  Alonzo  Wentworth  at  the  riot  of  the  steerage  passengers  from  the 
steam-ship  **  !N'ova  Scotian,"  near  the  Grand  Trunk  Depdt,  and  we  made  the  arrest  of 
Thomas  Tulley,  Michael  Bryne,  James  Higgins,  Michael  Moran,  and  other  passeng'ers. 
We  further  state  that  we  carried  the  persons  arrested  into  the  depot  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway,  and  tried  to  keep  them  quiet  there,  until  the  train  should  come  along  to 
go  up  to  the  Boston  depdt^  that  they  might  proceed  to  Boston  in  the  toain  which  leaves 
about  half-past  2  o'clock  p.m.  We  kept  them  there  about  an  hour,  but  they  were  so 
boisterously  drunk  that  we  were  obliged  to  carry  them  to  the  station-house  im  safe  keep- 
ing.    Four  of  the  number  were  taken  there  on  a  cart. 

(Signed)  WHiLIAM  B.  EBISH. 

THOMAS  P.  BEALS. 

CHARLES  H.  WILLIAMS. 

MUHLOSr  AKERS. 
State  of  Maine,  Cumberland,  ss.,  April  2,  1864. 

Personally  appeared  the  above-named  William  B.  Irish,  Thomas  B.  Beals,  Charles 
H.  Williams,  and  Muhlon  Akers,  and  severally  made  oath  that  the  above  statement  by 
them  signed  is  true. 

Before  me, 
(Signed)  Edward  S.  Morris,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Inclosore  11  in  No.  9. 

Statement  of  J.  Bradley ^  Jun. 

I,  JAMES  BRADLEY^  Junior^  testify  and  sa^  that  I  keep  a  public-house  or  hotel 
^n  the  comer  of  India  and  Commercial-street,  near  the  dep6t  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way.  I  was  present  the  9th  day  of  March  at  the  time  of  the  riot  of  the  steerage- 
passengers  of  the  steam-ship  ''Nova  Scotian."  Several  of  the  passengers  came  into  my 
place  at  about  half-past  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  wanted  something  to  eat.  I  went 
lip  into  the  dining-hall.  They  ordered  whatever  they  wanted.  I  stayed  there  five  or 
ten  minutes^  and  then  went  down  to  the  first-floor  again,  and  stayed  a  few  minutes..  The 
man  who  had  the  charge  of  the  dining-hall  called  to  me  to  come  up  and  bring  some 
silver  change.  I  then  went  up  to  the  dining-hall.  They  paid  their  bills  in  silver  and 
gold,  most  of  it  English  silver  and  gold  coin.  They  did  not  call  for  any  liquor.  I  have 
not  charge  of  the  bar.  They  drank  with  their  food  tea  and  coffee.  Before  the 
passengers  came  around  my  ^lace  between  8  and  9  o'clock  a.m.  a  man  c^me  into  my 
shop,  and  bought  a  demijohn  of  whiskey.  He  carried  it  towards  the  wharf  where  the 
steiMn-ship  lay.  This  man  was  a  Canadian.  He  told  me  so.  I  have  seen  him  before. 
Don't  know  his  name.  I  saw  no  recruiting  officers  or  any  one  else  pay  for  or  order  any 
liquor  for  the  Irish  passengers.  I  know  all  the  recruiting  officers.  After  I  came  down 
stairs  the  second  time  I  saw  quite  a  crowd  in  and  about  the  bar-room.  I  ordered  them 
•out,  and  closed  the  doors.  I  asked  tho  police  officers  and  others  to  clear  the  side 
walks.  I  should  think  some  of  these  passengers  had  been  drinking  considerably  when  they 
first  came. 

(Signed)  JAMES  BRADLEY,  Jun. 

State  of  Maine,  Cumberland,  ss.^  April  1^  1864. 

Personally  appeared  James  Bradley^  Junior,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
;statement,  by  him  signed 
Before  me^ 
(Signed)  Edwabd  S.  Morris,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Inclosnre  12  in  Ko.  9. 
Statement  of  LieutenatU  F.  H.  Strout. 


I,  LIEUTENAKTT  F,  H.  strout,  testify  and  say  that  I  am  on  duty  at  the 
Provost-Marshal's  Office  in  Portland.  A  part  of  my  duty  is  to  take  charge  of  recruits 
after  they  are  mustered,  and  see  that  they  are  properly  clothed  with  United  States' 
uniforms.  I  clothed  Thomas  TuUey,  Michael  Byrne,  James  Higgins,  Edward  Oassidy, 
Thomas  Burke,  and  Michael  Moran,  on  the  lOlh  day  of  March,  and  Martin  Hogan  on  the 
11th*  While  in  the  clothing-room  Michael  Moran  remarked  to  me  that  he  was  going 
out  about  town  after  he  was  uniformed.  I  told  him  he  could  not  go  unless  a  guard  went 
wi^  him — ^this  is  the  common  custom  with  all  recruits.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  go  with 
him.  I  told  him  I  would  after  I  had  ^ot  through  with  my  work  and  had  time.  I  went 
down  town  with  him ;  went  to  W.  J.  Qilimau's,  jeweller's  store.  He  then  bought  a  watch 
and  chain  of  Mr.  Q411man.  He  paid  23  dollars  for  the  watch  and  chain ;  it  was  a  patent- 
lever  silver-cased  watch,  full  jewelled,  and  plated  chain.  Then  I  went  with  him  to  a 
merchant-tailor's  shop.  He  then  bought  some  collars,  a  pair  of  suspenders,  and,  I  think, 
some  other  things.  Then  I  returned  with  him,  put  him  into  the  guard-room  that  adjoins 
the  Provost-Marshal's  Office,  and  delivered  him  into  the  charge  of  Serjeants  Atkinson 
and  Becord,  who  take  charge  of  the  recruits  until  they  are  sent  to  the  camp  at  4  p.m. 
When  I  came  back  with  him  one  of  the  other  men  looked  at  his  watch,  wd  made  a 
remark  that  he  would  like  a  watch.  I  told  him  I  had  a  watch  similar  to  that,  if  not 
better ;  I  would  sell  it  to  him  if  he  wished  to  buy.  I  showed  it  to  him ;  he  asked  me  the 
price.  I  oflfered  it  for  26  dollars,  watch  and  chain.  He  bought  it  of  me,  and  I  delivered 
the  watch  to  him.     I  don't  know  his  name. 

(Signed)  PREDERICK  H.  STROUT. 

State  of  Maine,  Cumberland,  ss.,  March  31,  1864. 

Personally  appeared  lieuteimnt  F.  H.  Strout,  and   made  oath  that  the  above 
statement,  by  him  signed,  is  true. 
Before  me^ 
(Signed)  Bdward  S.  Moaris,  Justice  of  the  Peaoe. 
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InclffMre  16  ia  jHo.-iL 

Statemmi  ^  fttfytun/H  S.  ©.  JtflHnson. 

I,  SAMXJIL  D*  ATKIKSOIT,  a  sergeant  of  tlie  1 2tli  Maine  volunteers,  testJfr,  depo% 
and  say  tihat  I  am  on  duty  at  the  Provost  Marsbal'^  Office  at  Portland  with  "Sergeatft 
Becord,  I  was  on  duty  the  10th  day  of  March  when  Talley,  Byrne,  "Higgins,  Mottt^ 
Cassidy,  and  Burke  were  mustered  in.  That  day  there  were  twelye  men  mustered  into 
service  ;  seven  of  them  were  Irishmen,  the  others  were  Yankees.  One  of  tiiem  asked  itij& 
what  1  would  take  for  my  watch.  He  commenced  the  conversation  about  the  trade,  f 
to]d  hiin  I  would  take  24  doDars  for  watch  and  chain.  He  paid  me  that  sufn.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  a  Yankee  or  4ui  Irishman.  I  went  down  town  with  one  of  the 
Irishmen  who  wanted  to  buy  a  watch ;  he  bought  one  at  Merrill's,  jeweller's  shop,  and  pud 
24  dollars  for  watch  and  chain  :  tins  was  just  such  a  watch  as  I  sold  the  first  man.  One  of 
the  other  men  came  to  me,  and  wanW  me  to  go  out  and  buy  him  one.  I  went  to 
Merrill's  and  bought  him  a  watch  just  like  the  other  two,  and  paid  the  same  price.  I 
could  not  identify  either  of  those  men  if  I  should  see  them. 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  T>.  ATKTNSOK. 

State  of  Maine,  Cumberland,  ss.,  March  31,  1864. 

Personally  appeared  Samuel  t).  Atkinson  above  named,  and  tnade  oath  to  the  trtitk 
of  the  statement,  by  him  signed 
Before  me, 
i(Si|^fted)  Edward  S.  Morris,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Inelorare  14  in  Ko.  i9. 
Statement  of  Sergeant  A.  C.  Record, 


I,  ALEXANDER  C.  RECORD,  a  Sergeant  of  the  12th  Maine  Regiment,  testify 
and  depose  and  say  that  I  am  on  duty  at  the  Trovost  Marshal's  office  at  Portland.  My 
duty  is  to  take  charge  of  recruits  who  me  mtiBtered  at  the  Provost  Marshal's  office. 
Serjeant  Samuel  D.  Atkinson  is  on  similar  duty  at  the  same  place.  I  was  on  duty  the 
day  that  Tulley,  Byrne,  Higgins,  Motan,  Oassidy  and  Burke  were  mustered  the  lOUi  day 
of  March,  and  Hogan  on  the  1 1th.  I  sold  no  man  apy  watches  or  ^weU^^^  m  aqy  oth^ 
things.  I  saw  no  watches  or  jewellery  sold  by  any  person  to  any  of  these  recruits.  'So 
person  to  my  knowledge  was  admitted  to  the  room  with  anything  to  sell. 

(Signed)  A.  C.  IffiCORD. 

Sldrte  (^Maint,  Cumberland,  ss*,  March  31,  1864. 

]?ersonaUy  appeared  Alexander  0.  Record,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
statement,  by  him  signed 
Before  me, 
(Sijgned)  Edward  S.  Morris,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Ko.  10, 
Lord  Infons  to  'ISiarl  ttmsell. — {Received  Mo^  %.) 

MyXo^  WasTAagton^  April  lii.A"^. 

I  UAyE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  two  notes  ve^pecdfig  ilh^'enJiattneitt 
in  vthetrriited  States'  army  of  the  Irish  passengers  by  the  steam-vesis^  "  WoVa^ctrtSwi?* 
which  1  have  addressed  to  Mr.  Seward,  in  obedience  to  the  instrucfrofis  contaiu68  IKi 
your  Lordship's  despatches  of  the  51st  of  March  and  of  the  Sth  /if  April.  1 
have  also  4he  honour  to.inolafle  a  copy  oi  a  communication  from  Mr.^SeWftffl  Ijefirfiig  te 
same  date  as  my  second  note,  and  sent  off  before  Mr.  Seward  received  that.  note.  It 
incloses  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  War  Department  stating  that  there  seems'  to '1)e  Ttt) 
d<nib<^  tbttt  TlMteas^Uiywid  febe  six'^otAi^r  — "— ^rrii  nt  Pnrthmrl  imrr  Itigriiljr  nfllintrrl 
and  held  to  service,  and  that  therefore  their  discharge  is  iidt(te0om«midad. 

This  statement  is  founded  on  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  BnrokiiEbttat  Portland,  a 
copy  of  which  was  sent  tn  we  b)^  1l<c  Mun^iHer  Maj0ity^i€onsul  at^flMltand,  and 
transmitted  by  me  to  yam-  Lei-dahip    iiiih   my  daopatoh   of  the    19th  instant.    As  I 
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had  the  honour  to  state  to  your  Lpidphip  ia  thu^  di^spaitch^  the  Report  does  not  appear  to 
me  to  be  conclusive  as  to  the  men's  having  been  fidrly  dealt  with  ;  nor,  indeed,  do  I  think 
that»  on  the  face  of  it,  it  quite  warrants  tbp  opsMtemm^^  ciTawn  from  it  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment. It  is,  moreover,  founded  in  a  great  measure  on  the  depositions  of  the  poUcemen 
aodi  FQcraitii^  iig^i)te>.  wbo  are  tbem^elyea  Hm  persons  accused  of  having  be.m:  (dHoly 
^omu»mA  in  procwmg  iwpr&parjgr  the  enlist roemt  ^  the  men .  Mr^  Muniay  baojiQ  ^9timony 
10  the  gpod  faith  of  tbe  memb^ff^  Qf  this  Board  of  Eiifd»mit  i&  ooodbdwi^  tiMhi(|QM)&«|d 
tp  their  eMO^  wde«vours  to  obtain  full  and  tcustwortby  evidence*  O^rwiM  9om^  ^ftrnp- 
tion  might  be  taken  to  the  selection  of  th«n>  to  investigate  tbe  imttev,,  foff  they  appew  toiJ^aire 
bo^ODtkama^tveeiSd^imjK^h  ooAcerned  wHAk  Hkd  final  enlistment  of  the  men  that  they  could 
hardly  be  acquitted  of  all  blame  if  the  enlistment  was  improper. 

Taking  all  these  circumstances  into  consideration,  I  have  thought  it  right  to  address  a 
third  note  to  Mr.  Seward,  in  whji^  I  hjs^e  asked.  ^  a  further  investigation,  and  have 
urged  that  the  men  ought  to  be  heard  themselves  in  answer  to  the  evidence  contradicting 
their  statement,  and  in  which  I  bave^  moreover,  eavnesUy  requested  that  they  may  not  be 
exposed  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  field  until  the  lawfulness  of  their  enlistment  is  more 
satisfoetorily  proved. 

I  inclose  a  copy  qf  this,  third  note,  and  aJso  coyim  of  a.  letter  which.  I  have  received 
6x)B>ThoD6ia^  Tulley,  and  of  a  letter  which  I  have  wnjtten  to  him-  He-  is.  now  in  hQ^foAal 
at  WaahingtoQ,  and  has  already  beem  at  the  Legatioi^  I.  have  semt  £01:  lum  agwn ;  u^  is 
very  tntelligent,,  and  will  probably  he  able  tp  throw  som^  light  oa  thoi  oasi^s^oC  hiacoaipacMMW^ 
UB  weiU  afi  on  hk  own  caaie. 

(Signed)  LTOITS. 


Inciostire  It  in  No.  tOt 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  S^ard. 

Sir,  Washington,  April  22,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  instructions  from  Her 
M^fWty'^  Gov^mnoant  to^  vA  jour  atteotioa  to  the  practices  employed  at  Portland  and 
Swtoptoiinda^  th^Imb  paasengeors  by  the  steam.-veasel  '' NovaiSeotiaB;"  to  enlist  in 
th«  Unit^  Stete^'  afnay^  and.  that  I  ^sk  particukrly  dilvoDted  to;  requsst  th^  you  will  eauae 
VL  io^uir$  tot  be  otactor  respeotii^g  tht  pi^oaeedioga  eiC  the  man  naoued  Ph^eiay  or  Femy. 

Having  already  had  the  honour  to  address  you  on  this  matter  in  my  notes  q£  the 
l^hi  «iti»a  aod:  7th  laataa^  in.  aft^inipaljonf  ist  th«  instractiiDna  of  Ifier  M^esty'st  G^vem- 
QMUt^  I  will  content  wj9^  oiak  ^e  present  oceaskm  witfai  simqply  reoomflo^ending  it*  oaoe 
«MM».  to*  tlM  waG»%  cnnsidcmtAoa  o£  the  GU)Arerwttent  of  tte  United  Stateok 

I  httw,  &r« 


Inclosure  2  in  ISo.  Vk 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Sir,  Washington,  April  23,  1864. 

WITH  a  note  dated  the  i9tk  uU»no*I  had  the*  honour  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Portland,  recounting  the  circumstances  under 
which  seven  Irishmen,  who  wero^bwMaght  to  thfe  %ovxmy  by  the  man  i^amed  Feeny  or 
Pheeny  on  board  the  steam- vessel  "  Nova  Scotian^'  were  induced  to  enter  the  miUt^ 
seryiiE^e  of  the  United  ^ates.  Her  Majesty's  Government  conccjive  that,  if  the  i£^fQrination 
giren  to  Mer  Illajesty^  Consul  was  correct,  the  enlistment  of  these  Irifehmjeu  was  manifestly 
finproper,  and  Her  M^jesty^'s  Gtovernment  have  accordingly  dii;ected  me  to  apply  to  the 
Gfovemment  of  the  United  States  for  their  release. 

Having  thus  acquitted  ijiyself  of  the  duty  prescribed  by  the  instructions  o^  Her 
Wbjtesty's  Governngtent,  I  de^m  ?l  right  to  revert  to  tbe  applications  which  I,  made  to  you, 
in  anticipation  of  those  instrtictfens,  on  the  I9th  uhimo  and  on  the  7th  and  8th  in^t^nt^^ 
aod'to  b^  you  to  inform  me,  without  delay,  where  the  seven  men  now  are,  and  what 
mc^ipures  have  been  taken  by  th^  United  Staites'  Gpvemnfient  v^ith  regard  to  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LTON^, 

'"'"-"^  "  F  2 
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Indoeore  8  in  No.  10. 

Mr.  Sewird  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Department  of  State,  WaMngton,  AprU  28,  1864. 

RECURRING  to  your  communication  of  the  19th  ultimo  respecting  the  case  of 
Thomas  Tulley  and  ux  others  alleged  to  have  been  improperly  enlisted  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the 
War  Department  of  the  18th  instant,  and  to  be,  ftc 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  10. 

Mr.  Dana  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Sir,  War  Department,  Washington^  April  18,  1864. 

THE  Secretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  transmit  to  you  the  inclosed  copy  of  tiie 
report  of  the  Adjutant-General  relative  to  the  cases  of  Thomas  Tulley,  Michael  Byrne, 
James  Higgins,  Edward  Cassidy,  Thomas  Burke,  Michael  Moran,  and  Martin  Hc^ao, 
allied  to  be  British  subjects,  and  to  have  been  improperly  enlisted  in  the  United  States* 
army,  which  cases  were  the  subject  of  the  communication  of  the  19th  ultimo  from  Lord 
Lyons,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  same  month. 

I  nave,  &c. 
(Signed)  C,  A.  DANA,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Inclosure  6  in  No.  10. 
Report. 

Adjutant' OeneraTs  Office^  Washington,  April  14,  1864. 

THE  Secretary  of  War  refers  communications  of  Lord  Lyons  in  relation  to  Thomas 
Tulley,  Michael  Byrne,  James  Higgins,  Edward  Cassidy,  Thomas  Burke,  Michael  Moran, 
and  Martin  Hogan,  alleged  British  subjects,  improperly  enlisted  in  the  United  States' 
army.  '^' 

From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Enrolment,  Portland,  Maine,  it  appears  that  these 
men  had  but  just  landed  from  an  emigrant  vessel,  and  expressed  a  desire  to  enlist,  and 
that  when  enUsted,  exammed,  and  mustered,  they  were  all  sober.  T^at  some  were  reused 
examination  while  intoxicated,  and  were  subsequently,  when  sober^  presented  and  passed. 
That  they  voluntarily  enlisted,  and  never  objected  to  the  performance  of  any  duty  assigned 
them.  The  examination  appears  to  have  been  most  impartial  and  thorough,  and  from 
the  facts  adduced,  there  seems  no  doubt  that  they  were  legally  enlisted  and  held  to  service 
and  their  discharge  is  therefore  not  recommended. 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  BREGK,  Assistant  Adjutant-General 


Inclosure  6  m  fi^o.  10. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Sir,  Washington,  April  25,  1864. 

A  FEW  hours  after  I  addressed  to  you  my  note  of  the  day  before  yesterday's  date 
respecting  the  enlistment  of  the  seven  Irish  passengers  who  arrived  at  Portland  in  the 
packet  "  Nova  Scotian,"  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  note  of  the  same  day  on  the 
subject. 

In  the  letter  from  the  War  Department^  a  copy  of  which  is  appended  to  your  note, 
it  is  stated  that  it  appears  from  a  Report  of  the  Board  of  Enrolment  at  Portland,  that  these 
men  had  but  just  kmded  from  an  emigrant  vessel  and  expressed  a  desire  to  enlist ;  that 
when  enhsted,  examined,  and  mustered,  they  were  all  sober,  and  that  they  voluntarily 
enlisted,  and  never  objected  to  the  performance  of  any  duty  assigned  them.  It  is  added 
that,  from  the  facts  adduced,  there  seems  no  doubt  that  they  were  legally  enlisted,  and 
held  to  service,  and  that,  therefore,  their  dischaige  is  not  recommended. 
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The  Report  itself  does  not  accompany  your  note,  but  I  have  received  a  copy  of  it^^. 
and  copies  of  the  affidavits  annexed  to  it,  from  Her  Majestp's  Consul  at  Portland,  wtra"* 
was  courteously  invited  to  be  present  at  the  investigation,  and  who  bears  testimony  to  the 
g;ood  faith  of  the  members  of  the  Board  by  whom  it  was  conducted  and  to  their  earnest  > 
endeavour  to  obtain  full  and  trustworthy  evidence. 

I  have  read  with  great  attention  the  report  and  the  affidavits,  but  I  confess  that  they 
do  not  appear  to  me  to  show  conclusively  that  the  seven  men  were  fairly  dealt  with  on  their 
arrival  at  Portland,  or  that  th^  enlistment  was  truly  voluntarily.  I  desire,  therefore,  to 
suggest  that  further  inquiry  should  be  made  on  these  points. 

I  will,  in  the  first  place,  ask  you  to  give  your  attention  to  the  observations  contained 
in  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Portland,  and  in  the 
second  place  beg  you  to  consider  that  the  investigation  was  conducted  in  the  absence  of  the 
men  themselves,  and  without  any  communication  with  them.  I  would  propose  that  they 
should  be  themselves  examined,  and  be  afforded  an  opportunity  of  refuting  the  evidence 
given  in  contradiction  to  their  original  statement  to  Her  Majesty's  Consul. 

You  will  remember  that  these  men  landed  at  Portland  on  the  9th  of  last  month,  and 
that  two  days  afterwards  they  addressed  a  letter  to  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  that  place, 
stating  that  they  had  been  put  into  prison ;  that  they  had  been  unable  to  gain  their 
liberation  or  food  unless  they  enrolled  themselves  in  the  American  service,  and  that  they 
had  ultimately  enrolled  themselves  through  mere  compulsion  or  privation.  This  statement 
IS  no  doubt  contradicted  in  essential  particulars  by  the  evidence  of  the  policeman  and  the 
recruiting  agents  ;  but  even  if  this  evidence  be  admitted  to  be  perfectly  impartial,  it  does 
not,  in  my  opinion,  show  conclusively  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  the  story  told  by 
the  men.  On  the  contrary,  in  some  points  it  confirms  their  story,  and  it  -^^rtainly  seems 
to  me  to  leave  at  least  so  much  doubt  whether  the  men  were  entirely  free  agents,  and 
knew  that  they  were  entirely  free  agents,  as  to  render  it  proper  that  they  should  be 
themselves  heard  on  the  subject. 

I  abstain  from  expressing  here  any  positive  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  case ;  but  I 
think  that  I  have  good  grounds  for  asking  for  a  further  investigation,  and  for  earnestly 
requesting  that  the  men  may  not  be  exposed  to  meet  the  enemy  of  the  United  States  in ' 
the  field,  until  the  lawfulness  of  their  enlistment  is  more  satisfactorily  proved. 

I  am  the  more  urgent  in  the  matter  because  (as  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  you  in  my 
note  of  the  8tb  instant)  five  of  the  men  have  already  been  sent  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  one  of  them,  Thomas  TuUey,  who  is  at  present  in  the  Finley  Hospital  in  this  city,  is 
liable  to  be  sent  at  any  moment  to  join  that  aiiny  in  the  field. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  7  in  No.  10. 
Thomas  Tulley  to  Lord  Lyons. 


United  States*  Sanitary  Commission,  5th  Ward,  Finley  Hospital 
My  Lord,  Washington,  April  23,  1864. 

WITH  great  submission  and  respect,  I  beg  to  bring  myself  again  under  your 
Lordship's  notice,  fully  aware  of  the  interest  you  have  taken  in  my  and  companions*  affair, 
subsequent  to  my  presenting  my  petition.  I  perceived,  in  the  Boston  '*  Pilot "  of  the  1 6th 
instant,  an  article  taken  from  the  Portland  "  Argus,"  informing  the  public  that  the  Board 
of  Enrolment  came  to  the  conclusion  that  we  received  food  and  drink  in  prison,  and  that 
some  of  us  enlisted  of  free  will.  Such  assertions  are,  my  Lord,  untruthftil,  as  my  petition 
contains  the  real  facts,  and  which  I  can  prove  on  oath,  and  compel  the  parties  who  inter- 
fered with  me  to  admit  if  legally  investigated.  To  such  article  I  sent  a  contradiction,  but 
my  letter  has  not  yet  appeared. 

In  the  '*  New  York  Herald"  of  the  2lst  instant,  I  have  seen  the  interest  Su-  A.  Agnew 
(through  your  Lordship's  kind  interference)  has  taken  in  the  matter;  and  may  I  therefore 
hope  your  Lordship  will  have  the  entrapped  men  of  Portland,  seven  in  number,  and  not 
forty-seven  as  stated  in  the  "  Herald,"  as  being  the  number  stated  by  Sir  A.  m  Parliament 
to  have  been  kidnapped  in  Portland. 

My  Lord,  it  is  a  sad  thing  to  compel  a  man  to  soldier  under  such  circumstances.  The 
State  acted  contrary  to  every  law,  as  why  not  take  us  before  a  magistrate  if  we  broke  the 
laws  of  America ;  but  evidently  they  imprisoned  us  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  our 
enlistment. 
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Hq[HOg  yoiiK  L^rd^bip  wiH  excuse  my  proauiapitioD^  aivb  tswting  my  penw^eroiice  will 
XMet  with  9Upce08^  I  faave^  &ic. 

(Signed)  THOMAi^  TULLE Y. 

P.S. — I  expect  every  day  to  be  sent  to  the  amy  unksB  aomathMig  is  done  fbr  my 
UberatMm. 

T.  T. 


Ibolosure  8  ia  JfiTo..  1ft. 
Lord  hjfpHB  U  Tkomas'  tli/%«. 


Sir,  Washisigton^^  April  25„  1864. 

I  SHALL  be  glad  if  you  mil  call  at  the  Legation  to-mosrow,.  Ihiesday^  If  you 
cannot  come  to-morrow,  I  beg  you  to  come  the  next  day,  or  the  day  after  that.  About 
1 1  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  is  the  time  which  would  suit,  me  best,  but  you  can  come  eadinr 
or  later  in  the  day  if  the  hospital  regulations  interfere  with  your  coming  at  11.  Pray  let 
me  know  that  you  have  received  this  letter ;  and  if  there  is  any  obstacle  to  your  comiog 
here  again,  inform  me  at  once. 

I  aniA&e. 
(Signed)  LXONSr 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  Afoy  lift*) 

m^r  Imi,,  Waahimgtmr.Mdy  a^  iafi4i. 

THE  number  ofi  Briitiah  sufciaola  who'  a».  swvingr  in  the  Uni^edi  Stetes'  »nyY  aad 
navy  is  very  canaid^rable  ;  atMLeomplaifits*  are  ooastantly  made  to  me  o£  the  pradksfr  Iky 
which  tfa^  e«klistmdnt  q£,  maaaiy  of ,  them^  baa  beea  effi»etedb  I.  may  say,. indeed^ &at  the 
VkQit  laboiioua.and  most  painful  and  uasatia&Qtory  part  of  the  duties  whkh  havci  detvobrad 
upon  ^is  hesB^iimhi  sinoe  the  breaking  out  of  the;  cix^il:  war^  iai  connm^ted  witihr  these 
complaints.  No  pains  have  hew  sf^ced^by  Hat  Mf^fisty'a  Consuls/ aftdt  mfmlt  in  invesii- 
gating  them,  audi  erv^ery  effort  has  been  made  by  us  to  obtain  redress  for  those  which  have 
apj^eared  to  be  ^L  founded.  In  few  cases^  however,  have  our  efforts  produced  any 
satisfactory  results. 

In  point  of  form^  indeed,  thpre  is  littlp  ta.r.nmplain  of.  The  remonstrances  addressed 
by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  State  are  duly  acknowledged  and  transmitted  to  the  War  or  the 
Navy  Department.  The  Department  clijdftrs^  aa  investigation.  The  recruiting  agents  or 
other  officers  contradict  the  statements  made  by  the  complainants^  and  affirm  that  the 
enlistments  were  voluntary,  lawfuV^Sid*  QOKrecfc  ia  all  p;articulars.  I  do  my  best  to  elicit 
the  truth,  and  to  obtain  evidence.  A  controversial  correspondence  between  the  United 
StAlast'  QieyQisMMnt.  and  me  ensiy^.  Frowi  th^  nature,  o£  the  case  there  can  seldom  be 
any  evidence,  except^tthatof-  th^  reoimitifiig  oftcers,  on  one  side,  and  the  men  enHstedv^Ml 
ti^  oth^r;  ai^<«»niB^«oly:tfeer  United  Stetee'  Goweoimeat  ©ves.  crodenoet  by  pwefer^ce  to 
ilis> omikiQ&9&i9y  mAiT^HimstAwmcnj^du, ite  servioe. 

Nor  ind^ii^it.by  wy  mea^is  easy  foc.mie  to  satisfy  my^self  as  to  tb^  justufissi  o£  tbi 
iodtindnsi  cMspl&inte  that  come  before  me.  There  is  uo  doubt  tha;t  some  q£  thfi  perac^ 
who  apply  to.  m^  are  9ot  eoijtitlddto  Bcitisb  protection*^ .  &at  some  of  them  have:  eaUstfd 
vohmtertljy^  tha^t  aomei  have,  even  baen^ia.  collusion  wjithirecruiting  agents^  and.  haye  enUaied 
witi^i  the  intention  of  secmiing,  the  bQus3^tieS|,acid  thica  obtaining:  their  disQharg^^  by  addrwsiog 
iim  Jb^patioo  as^  British  subjects.  To.  dis^gtush  between  cases  of  this  kind,  and  thoao  ik 
which  the  complaints  are  well-founded,  is  difficult  in  individual  instances;  aad  it  ia.  s^ 
more  difficult  to  obtain  evidence  suffiaiently  condusive  to  induce  the  United  States' 
atttlwrities  to  rekaae  a,  reovait..  Qiat  ihat^  ficaud,  vioi^neei^  smd  ail  IMnds  of  viUany  bajire 
been  very  gm>ei?aUy  resorted  tp  by  brofew^  and  reouuiting  agjents^  m  ordei!  to  posaesi 
tbemselives  of  the  immense  bounties  given  by  the  F^dsrol  aq4  State  Gov^<»nsats  ftar 
recruits,  is  absolutely  certain. 

It.is  parlipulft^ly  in  the  city  of  New  York  th«^  tb^e,  iniquitous  praoticjBS,  haye  been 
pEOvalenfc  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  her/swiljh.  to,  youi?:  Loidshi^,  a  cqpy^^tn^^eya  ^asm 
aiXiewsfj^^r^  of  a  report  made?  by  Mi^ihCteneiisJl  Di^  the.  Military  Com.mandaoit.  afe  N«ir 
York,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Senate  of  the  State,  to  whieb:  sm 
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appended  extracts  from  a  report  makfe  by  ike  &metn\  ?to  the  Secretary  of  War.     I  will 
give  some  of  the  statements  of  the  General  in  his  own  words  : — 

"  Almost  every  imagittflfolefdrm^f outrage' a<id^d(*ri{)tion  h«8  besn  developed  in  the 
cases  in  which  Mr.  Clapp  was  Agent  for  the  payment  of  bounties.  .  •  .  In  some  cases 
beys  .hove  been  seduced  from,  their  homes  to  secure  their  ^istment.  In  others  men  l^ye 
been  drugged^  and  enlisted  while  uncoBiScious.  .  ...  In  shoit  there  is  no.  artifice  or 
fraud  which  has  not  been  resorted  to  in  carrying  out  this  .system  pf  pillnge.  .  .  .  Old 
men  and  boys^  ckod  per^oss  labouripg  under  incurable  diseases^  were  in  numerous  instances . 
thrust  into  the  service  under  this  system  of  public  plunder,  alike  fraudulent  to  the 
recruits  and  the  Government.  .  .  .  The  enormous  sum  of  400,000  dollars  has  been 
plundered  by  the  brokers.  .  .  .  The  outrages  practised  on  recruits  are  too  unjust  to 
be  borne,  and  in  some  cases  too  Jojathsome  to  be  detailed.  Boys  have  beeji  sieduce^d  from 
their  families,  drugged,  and  then  enlisted.  Two  were  so  sadly  drugged  that  they  died — one 
on  his  arrival  at  RUkei*s  Island,  sokd.  the  other  on  tbeibUawing  day." 

I  have  moreover  the  honofar  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  taken  from  -a 
newspaper,  of  a  letter  addressed  to  G.eneral  Dix  by  General  Wistar.  The  following  are 
extracts  from  it : — 

'*  There  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  many— in  fact,  I  think  I  am  justified  in  s^-ying 
thewo6t--nof  th«se  unfortunate  men  were  either  deceived  or  kidnapped,  or  both,  in  the  most 
scandalous.and  inhumaaii manner  in  New  Yotk  City,  where  they  were  drugged  and  carried 
off.  to  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut,  mustered  in,  and  uniformed  before  their 
consciousness  was  folly  restored.  .  .  .  Nearly  ajl  are  foreigners,  mostly  sailors,  both 
ignxMTimttof  wad  indifferent  to  the  qlgeots  of  the  war  in  which  they  thus  suddenly  find 
themselves  involved.  .  .  .  Two  men  were,  ijhot  here  this  morning  for  desertion,  and, 
over  thirty- fioiore  are  now  awaiting  trial  orexeoutipn." 

.  Genend  Dix  coneludes  his  report  by  sayiqg  that  strii^gent  measures  have  been  adopted,^ 
and  Uiat. this  whale  system  of  fraudulent  recruitiug  is  nearly  broken  up,  but  that  €^.  great 
wrong  has, been  done  to  individuals  in  the  service,  and  that  it  is  impos^ble  wholly  to 
repair  it. 

Suffident  time  has  not  elapsed  to  show  whether  the  fraudulent  system  of  recruiting 
has^  in  fact,  been  broken  up  at  New  York,  so  fer  as  the  army  is  concerned,  by  the  measures 
taken  by  General  Dix.  I  do  not  learn  that  aay  effectual  steps  have  been  taken  to  put  a 
stQp.to  the  puactices,  similar  in  th^  nature, and  cqpal  in  their  iniquity,  which  have  been 
resorted  to  by  brokers. and  crimps  at  New  York  to  obtain  sailors  for  the  United  States' 
njavy.  ,  ^ 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  say  that  in  the  only  two  instances  in  which  it  has  eome-  to  my 
knowledge  that  a  British  subject  has  been  condcawed  to  death  for  desertion  from,  the 
United  States'  army,  I  have  succeeded  in  preventing  the  execution  of  the  sentence.  In 
one  case  the  man  was  ultimately  released  froxa  arrest,  and  discharged  altogether  from  the 
army.  In' the  other^  the  evidence  that  the  prisoner  had  been  improperly. enlisted  did  not 
appear  to  be  conclusive,  and  I  was  unable  to  obtain  his  disch^^e  from  the  army,,  but  the 
sentence  of  death  wa$,. nevertheless,  commuted  ta impri30Ament. 

I  refrain,  on  the  present  occasion,  from  transfliittiijg  to ^ your. LprdsWp  any, portion,  of 
the  voluminous  correspondence  which  I  have  hadt  with, Her; Majesty's  Consuls  ai?d  with 
the  United  States'  Government  on  the  cases  of  individual, Bri^h  sulyect«  who  haye 
complained  of  being  improperly  enlisted.  In  jastice,  thoweyer,  i;o,Mr.  Ajcchibald,  Her 
Majesty's  Consul  at  New  York,  in  whose  district  by  far  the  greater  number  of  the  cpses 
hare  ,4)ccurred^  and  on  twhom  ithey  have  io^posed  no  x>i;dinaf7  amount,  of  labour >  and 
anxiety,  I  feel  bound  to  say  at  once  that  the  correspondence,  sl^o^a.  that  ,he  has  been 
indefa^gable  in  bis  endeavours  to  rescue ,, Her.  MfO^sty's  wt|}e^a)&ora,,tUe  tUlainaus 
practices  of  the  recruiting  agents. 

I  hafre^  &c. 
(^^e4)  tyOIifS. 
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Indosnre  1  in  No.  11. 
fixtrmctfrom  the  *'New  York  Times''  of  April  16,  1864. 

Frauds  ok  ^EcntJirs. — ^The  Lafayette  Hall  Bounty  BROKsas.  —  Hawley 
D.  Gapp,  recognized  as  the  head  and  front  here  of  bounty  brokers,  was  arrested  and  sent 
to  Fort  Lafieiyette,  where  he  yet  remains.  He  addressed  some  time  since  an  appeal  to  the 
L^slature  for  relief.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  who  applied 
to  General  Dix,  who  caused  the  arrest,  for  information  on  the  subject.  The  following  is 
4he  General's  reply : — 

♦ 
''Hon.  Chas.  J.  Folger,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Judiciary  Conmiittee. 

'*  Head-Quarters  Department  of  the  Basty  New  York  (Xty, 
•*  Dear  Sir,  •'ilpn/ 11,  1864. 

•'  Your  note  of  the  9th  instant  was  received  to-day,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to 
furnish  you  with  the  facts  and  circumstances  attending  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  o( 
HawleyD.  Clapp. 

"  When  your  note  came  to  band  I  was  completing  a  report  to  the  Secretary  ofWar 
(a  copy  of  which,  with  accompanying  papers,  I  inclose),  giving  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
atrocious  frauds  committed  upon  recruits  in  this  city,  and  particularly  at  La&yette  Hall, 
where  Mr.  Clapp  was  the  principal  bounty  broker — one  of  a  class  of  agents  who  were 
brought  into  existence  by  the  system  adopted  by  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors, for  procuring  substitutes,  whose  services  were  entirely  unnecessary,  and  whose 
principal  vocation,  either  by  their  own  direct  action  or  through  confederates,  was  to  cheat 
men  entering  the  service  out  of  their  bounties.  The  Committee,  when  the  frauds  had 
become  too  palpable  and  too  extensive  to  be  borne,  obviated  the  evil,  as  far  as  they  oonlc^ 
by  the  adoption  of  proper  precautions,  but  not  until  a  military  order  had  been  issued 
requiring  the  full  amount  of  bounty  to  be  paid  to  the  recruit 

"  My  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War  enters  into  a  full  detail  of  those  transactions, 
alike  disgraceful  to  those  who  were  concerned  in  them  and  to  the  community  in  the  bosom 
of  which  they  occurred.  Mr.  Clapp  received  from  the  Committee  of  the  Supervisors  the 
bounties  for  a  large  number  of  recruits  (300  dollars  for  each),  who,  as  shown  by  testimony 
satisfactory  to  me,  were  cheated  out  of  the  greater  part  of  it,  by  him,  or  the  parties  confe- 
derated with  him  in  the  business.  As  the  money  was  paid  into  his  hands,  I  consider  him 
responsible  for  it ;  and  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty,  whenever  a  clear  case  of  fraud  was  made 
out,  to  see  the  soldier  redressed,  if  possible. 

'*It  is  only  by  the  summary  process  of  a  military  arrest  that  these  fraudulent 
transactions  can  be  reached.  If  they  are  brought  into  the  civil  courts,  all  remedy  is  hope- 
less. The  recruits  are  the  only  witnesses,  and  the  exigencies  of  the  country  will  not  permit 
them  to  be  kept  from  the  field. 

**  The  only  alternatives,  therefore,  were  to  allow  these  stupendous  frauds  to  go  unre- 
dressed, to  let  patriotic  men  who  are  offering  their  lives  on  the  altar  of  their  country  be 
robbed  of  the  provisions  which  their  fellow-citizens  have  made  for  their  families,  and  to 
suffer  the  plunderers  to  escape  with  their  ill-gotten  gains,  or  to  take,  as  I  have  done, 
some  of  the  principal  agents  in  these  frauds  into  custody,  to  be  held  till  they  make 
restitution. 

**The  amounts  of  which  recruits  were  defrauded  at  Lafayette  Hall,  where  and  while 
Mr.  Clapp  was  chief  broker,  cannot  fall  short  of  400,000  dollars.  I  have  succeeded  in 
recovering  about  20,000  dollars,  and  am  not  without  hopes  of  adding  largely  to  this 
amount. 

^'  I  am  fuUy  aware  of  the  responsibility  I  have  taken  in  these  cases,  and  that  the 
exercise  of  the  power  of  arrest  is  only  warranted  by  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
country  is  placed,  and  the  special  facts  which  my  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
discloses.  It  has  been  exerted  in  a  few  cases  only,  and  with  the  confident  assurance 
in  each,  that  I  should  be  sustained  by  the  Government  and  by  the  public  judgment. 

^*  Although  it  is  technically  true,  as  Mr.  Clapp  states  in  his  petition  to  the  Legis- 
lature, that  'he  has  not  .held  at  any  time  officie  under  the  Government,  or  had  any 
contracts  with  the  Government'  itself,  he  stood  in  his  capacity  as  bounty  broker  in  a 
relation  to  the  military  service  of  which  he  seems  to  appreciate  neither  the  scope  nor 
the  force. 

^^  Lafayette  Hall,  in  which  his  agency  was  transacted,  was  occupied  for  military 
purposes.  It  was  guarded  by  sentinels,  and  the  acts  for  which  he  was  arrested  were 
performed  within  the  lines.     It  was  for  all  essential  purposes  a  camp,  and  he  was  within 
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it,  furnished  with  office  room,  and  other  conveniences  for  himself  and  clerks,  and  engaged 
in  paying  recruits  their  bounties  as  chief  broker,  under  an  appointment,  not  directly  from 
the  Government,  but  from  General  Spinola,  the  Commanding  officer.  He  was  personally 
engaged  in  services  of  a  strictly  militctry  character,  and  standing  in  a  much  nearer  relation 
to  the  Government  than  many  classes  of  camp  followers  and  retainfers,  who  are  by  act  of 
Congress  subject  to  martial  law.  My  own  judgment  is  strongly  inclined  to  the  conclusion 
that  he  may  be  tried  by  court-martial,  and  if  he  has  not  been  brought  before  one  ere  this, 
one  chief  reason  is,  that  I  desired  to  satisfy  myself  by  consulting  the  course  of  proceedings 
in  analogous  cases,  that  I  should  not  err  in  holding  him  to  account  before  such  a  tribunal 
for  the  acts  with  which  he  is  charged. 

'*  Almost  every  imaginable  form  of  outrage  and  deception  has  been  developed  in  the 
cases  in  which  Mr.  Clapp  was  agent  for  the  payment  of  bounties.  Men,  both  white  and 
coloured,  were  offisred  employment  as  teamsters,  wagon-masters  and  officers'  servants, 
receiving  from  20  to  50  dollars  as  *  pay  in  advance,'  and  finding  themselves  enlisted 
as  private  soldiers,  while  Mr.  Clapp  received  from  300  dollars  to  315  dollars  in  each  case. 
With  what  confederates  the  money  was  divided,  he  and  they  only  can  tell. 

**  I  have  considered  it  enough  that  it  was  received  by  him,  and  not  paid  to  the  recruits 
who  were  entitled  to  it.  In  some  cases  boys  have  been  seduced  from  their  homes  to 
secure  their  enlistment.  In  others  men  have  been  drugged  and  enlisted  while  unconscious. 
In  others  they  have  promised  furloughs,  and  where  the  full  bounty  was  not  paid,  they 
have  been  told  that  they  would  receive  the  balance  as  soon  as  they  should  arrive  at 
Kiker's  Island.  In  short,  there  is  no  artifice  or  fraud  which  has  not  been  resorted  to  in 
carrying  out  this  system  of  pillage. 

''In  one  case  reported  to  these  head -quarters  by  Mr.  Supervisor  Blunt,  Mr.  Clapp  was 
compelled  to  niake  restitution,  and  his  conduct  was  such  that  he  was  not  allowed  to 
transact  business  with  the  Supervisors  in  his  own  name,  but  continued  it  in  the  name  of 
other  parties. 

'*  I  feel  convinced  that  no  class  of  men  would  be  likely  to  take  part  in  these  outrages 
upon  our  gallant  soldiers,  or  sympathize  with  the  perpetrator,  unless  they  cherished  a 
secret  sympathy  with  those  who  are  endeavouring  by  force  of  arms  to  overthrow  and 
destroy  the  government  of  their  country. 

*'  Mr.  Clapp  has  been  treated  since  his  confinement  with  a  leniency  he  does  not 
deserve.  He  has  had  the  same  food  as  the  men  whom  he  has  defrauded,  and  is  much 
more  comfortably  lodged  and  sheltered.  His  Counsel  has  been  permitted  to  hold  two 
private  interviews  with  him,  a  privilege  not  usually  granted  to  inmates  of  Fort  Lafayette. 
I  have  indulged  the  hope  that  he  would  consent  to  disclose  the  names  of  others  more 
prominent  than  himself,  who  are  believed  to  have  participated  in  his  fraudulent  gains.  He 
is  not  held  for  this  purpose  alone,  but  with  the  further  view  to  compel  complete  restitution 
to  those  he  has  wronged,  when  the  extent  of  the  frauds  in  which  he  is  implicated  shall  be 
ascertained,  and  also  punished,  and  also  for  trial  and  punishment  if  it  shall  be  decided  that 
he  is  amenable  to  a  military  court.  It  has  afforded  me  pleasure  to  comply  with  the  request 
of  your  Committee,  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  disclosures  I  have  made  may  lead  to 
some  legislative  provisions  to  secure  to  recuits  the  bounties  intended  to  be  paid  to  them. 
I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  that  in  some  instances  the  authorities  of  towns  have  of  the 
300  dollars  raised  for  bounties,  voted  100  dollars  to  the  recruit,  and  200  dollars  to  the 
broker  or  runner ;  a  temptation  to  cupidity  which  has  led  to  every  species  of  unfairness, 
deception,  and  fraud.  (if^lH  IZ^ 

"  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Legislature  could  never  have  anticipated  so  gross  a  wrong  to 
recruits,  to  taxpayers,  and  the  public  service,  and  that  suitable  restraints  will  be  imposed 
upon  local  authorities.  '^^^^^ 

"  I  have  the  honour  also  to  transmit  herewith  a  certified  copy  of  the  order  under 
which  Mr.  Clapp  was  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  Brigadier-Generel  Stannard,  commanding 
New  York  City  and  harbour.  * 

'Tarn,  &c. 
(Signed)  ''JISO.  A.  DIX,  Major-General'' 


Report. of  General  Dix  to  tlie  Secretary  of  War. 
(Extract.) 

'*  When  I  was  informed  that  recruits  were  defrauded  of  their  bounties  at  Lafayette 
Hall,  I  sent  for  GeneralSpinola,  and  communicated  to  him  the  information  I  had  received. 
He  denied  the  truth  of  the  statements,  and  asBqi-ed  ^®  *^^*  **^®  recruiting  regulations 
were  fully  complied  with  ;  that  no  man  was  enli^i^  j  without  being  fully  apprised  of  the 
nature  of  the  service  in  which  he  was  engagiti-.  ^^v^at  uo  recruit  was  defrauded  of  his 
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bounty  ;  and  that  where  a  less  sum  than  that  allowed  by  the  county  was  paid,  it  was  always 
by  voluntary  and  amicable  agreement 

'^       m  *  «  *  *  «  *  * 

'*  Old  men  and  bojs,  and  persons  labouring  under  incurable  diseases,  were  in  nunMrous 
instances  thrust  into  the  service  under  this  system  of  public  plunder,  alike  fraudulent  to 
the  recruits  and  the  Government. 

"  I  sent  for  General  Spinola  several  times,  and  always  received  from  him  the  assurance 
that  all  was  fairly  conducted  by  the  officers  at  Lafayette  Hall.  The  evidence  to  the 
contrary  became  so  conclusive  that  I  directed  Lieutenant  Cole  and  the  contract  surgeon, 
Dr,  Kerrigan,  to  be  arrested.  They  have  since  been  tried  ;  the  former  dismissed  the  service^ 
and  the  latter,  who  holds  no  military  commission,  disqualified  for  future  employment. 

"  In  my  interviews  with  General  Spinola  I  objected  to  the  whole  system  of  brokerage, 
as  calculated  rather  to  prevent  rather  than  promote  enlistments. 

^*  General  Spinola  defended  the  system  of  brokerage,  and  said  that  without  it  'the 
Government  could  get  no  recruits.'  The  result  has  been  precisely  the  reverse.  The 
bounty  in  the  payment  of  which  these  frauds  have  been  committed  is  that  paid  by  the 
city  of  New  York,  amounting  to  300  dollars  per  man,  with  a  fee  of  15  dollars  per  man  to 
the  person  presenting  the  recruit.  About  2,000  men  were  recruited  by  General  Spinohu 
The  average  amount  of  bounty  paid  to  them,  as  he  stated  in  an  explanation  volunteered  to 
Major  Halpine,  was  about  100  dollars  per  man.  The  other  200  dollars  per  man  has  been 
plundered  by  the  brokers  and  their  coadjutors.  Thus  200,000  dollars  hare  been  paid  to 
the  recruits,  and  the  enormous  sum  of  400,000  dollars  have  been  plundered  by  the  brokos. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  stupendous  frauds  ever  committed  in  this  country ;  it  has  gone  for 
the  most  part  into  the  hands  of  public  plunderers,  some  of  whom  are  of  notoriously 
infamous  character,  and  one  of  whom  is  known  to  be  a  convict  who  has  been  an  inmate 
of  the  State  prison. 

''Among  the  men  engaged  in  these  frauds  was  Theodore  Allen,  of  whom  the  Saperin- 
tendent  of  Police  says  that  his  reputation  with  the  force  is  that  of  a  thief.  He  siwears  that 
he  was  well  knows  to  Mr.  Brennan,  the  Comptroller,  and  the  Supervisors,  and  that, 
through  the  friendship  of  the  former,  and  the  approval  of  the  Supervisors,  enlistment  blanks, 
countersigned  by  one  of  the  Supervisors'  Committoe,  were  given  by  the  SuperintaideDt 
in  person  to  him.  This  man  may  be  regarded  in  his  leading  characteristics,  portrayed  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Police,  as  a  type  of  the  group  of  the  depredators  engaged  in  plunder- 
ing  recruits. 


« 


'*  I  have  recovered  and  paid  over  to  parties  thus  defrauded  about  20,000  dollars^  and 
hope  to  secure  a  much  larger  amount. 

"The  outrages  practised  on  recruits  are  too  unjust  to  be  borne,  and  in  some  cases 
too  loathsome  to  be  detailed.  Boys  have  been  seduced  from  their  families,  drugged,  and 
then  enlisted.  Two  were  so  sadly  drugged  that  they  died ;  one  on  his  arrival  at  Hiker's 
Island,  and  the  other  the  following  day. 

'^  Stringent  measures  have  been  adopted,  and  this  whole  system  of  fraudulent  Tecmiting 
is  nearly  broken  up  ;  but  a  great  wrong  has  been  done  to  individuals  in  the  service,  and  it 
xS  impossible  wholly  to  repair  it." 


Inclosure  2  in  Ko.  11. 

Extract  from  the  ''New  York  Herald""  of  April  20,  1864. 

Importakt  Letter  prom    General  Wistar. — Victims  of    the    Bounty  SwnmLERs 

DESERTING  IN   LaRGE  NuMBERS. — EviLS  OF  THE  PLUNDERING  SySTEM  ON  OUR  ArMIES 

IN  THE  Field,  &c. 

Head^  Quarter 8s  United  States'  Forces,  Torktown, 
General,  Viryinia,  April  15,  1864. 

AN  extended  spirit  of  desertion  prevailing  among  the  recruits  recently  received  from 
the  North,  in  some  of  the  regiments  in  my  command,  has  led  me  to  make  some  inquiries 
resulting  in  apparently  well-authenticated  information,  which  I  beg  respectfiilly  to 
communicate  to  you  in  this  unofficial  manner,  deeming  it  required  by  humanity,  no  less 
than  by  our  common  desire  to  benefit  the  service. 

There  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  many,  in  fact  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying 
the  most,  of  these  unfortunate  men  were  either  deceived  or  kidnsqpped^  or  botb^  i&  the 
most  scandalous  and  inhuman  manner,  in  New  York  city,  where  they  were  drugged  and 
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carried  off  to  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut^  mustered  in  and  uniformed  before  their 
consciousness  was  fully  restored. 

Even  their  bounty  was  obtained  by  the  parties  who  were  instrumental  in  these 
nefarious  transactions,  and  the  poor  wretches  find  themselves,  on  returning  to  their  senses, 
mustered  soldiers,  without  any  pecuniary  benefit.  Nearly  all  are  foreigners,  mostly 
sailors,  both  ignorant  of  and  indifferent  to  the  objects  of  the  war  in  which  they  thus 
suddenly  find  themselves  involved. 

Two  men  were  shot  here  this  morning  for  desertion,  and  over  thirty  more  are  now 
awaiting  trial  or  execution. 

These  examples  are  essential,  as  we  all  understand  ;  but  it  occurred  to  me,  General, 
that  you  would  pardon  me  for  thus  calling  your  attention  to  the  greater  crime  committed 
in  New  York,  of  kidnapping  these  men  into  positions  where,  to  their  ignorance,  desertion 
must  seem  like  a  vindication  of  their  own  rights  and  liberty. 

Believe  me,  &c. 


To  Major . General  John  A,  Dix,  New  York  City. 


(Signed)  J.  J.  WISTAR. 


No.  12. 

Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office j  May  19,  1864. 

YOU  will  endeavour  to  impress  on  Mr.  Seward  in  friendly  communication  the  duty  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  imprisonment  of  British  subjects,  whose  sole  ofFeace  consists  in  their 
being  on  board  vessels  which  have  attempted  to  run  the  blockade.  You  will  point  out  to 
Mr.  Seward  that  while  the  Government  oif  Great  Britain  perform  their  obligations  as  a 
neutral  to  a  belligerent,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  are  bound  to  perform  their 
corresponding  obligations  as  a  belligerent  towards  a  neutral. 

The  practice  of  drugging  men  in  order  to  procure  their  services  in  the  United  States' 
army  and  navy  is  an  abuse  of  the  most  odious  description,  and  in  the  case  of  the  British 
subjects  in  question  justifies  the  strongest  remonstrances. 

But  I  trust  that  Mr.  Seward,  unwilling  to  excite  feelings  of  just  indignation  in  this 
country,  will  put  an  end  to  both  the  abuses  to  which  I  have  instructed  you  thus  to  call 
his  attention. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

No.  13. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  RusselL-^Reeeived  May  24.) 

My  Lord,  Washing ton^  May  9,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  25th  ultimo,  and  to  the  previous  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject  of  the  Irish  passengers  by  the  packet  *'  Nova  Scotian  "  who 
were  enlisted  in  the  United  States*  army,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship 
herewith  copies  of  ftirther  papers  relating  to  the  same  subject. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  Mr.  Seward  has  communicated  to  me  information 
from  the  War  Department,  to  the  effect  that  the  cases  of  Thomas  Tulley  and  his  five 
companions  are  now  in  process  of  investigation,  and  that  a  prominent  oflScer  implicated 
in  the  alleged  improper  enlistments  will  be  brought  to  trial. 

I  have  written  to  Mr.  Seward  to  repeat  the  expression  of  my  hope  that  the  men 
themselves  will  be  heard  in  their  own  cause,  and  that  due  weight  will  be  given  to 
their  testimony.  I  have  also  reiterated  my  urgent  request  that  measures  may  be  taken 
to  remove  those  of  the  men  who  had  been  sent  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac  from  the  scene 
of  hostilities. 

Tulley  has  been  twice  at  the  Ligation  ;  the  second  time  he  was  sent  by  the  United 
States'  authorities  in  consequence  of  an  application  from  me.  Among  the  inclosures  in 
this  despatch  is  a  statement  made  by  him,  which  distinctly  contradicts  in  mimy  impor- 
tant particulars  the  evidence  of  the  policemen  and  recruiting  agents  at  Portland.  *He 
has  now  been  removed  to  a  hospital  further  north.  I  did  not  receive  the  letter  in 
which  he  informed  me  that  he  was  about  to  be  removed,  in  time  to  interpose  with 
the  Unked  States*  authorities  in  ordw  to  keep  l^^px  here.    I  should  however  have  had 
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no  desire  to  do  so.  Ou  the  contrary,  I  am  glad  that  he  should  be  sent  furth^  from 
the  theatre  of  war,  and  thus  be  less  likely  to  be  suddenly  placed  in  the  ranks  of  the  army 
in  the  field. 

I  have,  &c- 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  18. 

Consul  Lousada  to  Lord  Lyons. 
Uj  Lord,  Boston,  April  18,  1864, 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  7th  instant,  and 
to  report  that  James  Traynor,  one  of  the  Irishmen  brought  over  by  Finney,  presented 
himself  at  the  office  to-day  in  military  costume,  and  stated  that  he  was  drunk  when  he 
enlisted,  and  wanted  me  to  assist  him  in  obtaining  his  release  He  had  received  thirty 
dollars,  and  believed  he  was  to  have  more  when  the  company  left  for  active  service. 

His  Company  is  Letter  I,  69th  Massachusetts,  and  i  understand  that  the  regiment  goes 
to  Annapolis  on  Thursday. 

In  answer  to  my  questions,  he  said  that  neither  himself  nor  his  comrades  had  any  idea 
of  enlisting  when  they  entrusted  themselves  to  Finney,  but  really  thought  they  were  coming 
to  work  hei'e  on  high  wages. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  LOUSADA. 


Liclosure  2  in  No.  13. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Sir,  Washington,  April  27,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  note  of  the  22nd  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Boston  reporting 
a  statement  made  by  James  Traynor,  one  of  the  L-ishmen  brought  over  to  this  country  in 
the  steamer  *'  Nova  Scotian,"  respecting  the  circumstances  under  which  he  enlisted  in  the 
United  States'  military  service. 

I  beg  you  to  cause  this  case  to  be  investigated  in  order  that  the  man  may  be  discharged, 
if  it  shall  appear  that  he  did  not  enlist  of  his  own  free  will,  and  with  a  full  knowledge  of  what 
he  was  doing. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  3  in  !N"o.  13. 

Mr.  Seivard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  30,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  27th  instant, 
relating  to  James  Traynor,  a  passenger  to  this  country  by  the  *^Nova  Scotian,''  and  who  is 
represented  to  have  been  improperly  enlisted  in  the  military  service.  In  reply  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  have  referred  the  case  to  the  War  Department 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 


Inclosure  4  in  ^o.  13. 
Thomas  Tulley  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Bth  Ward,  Finley  Hospital.  Washington,  April  26,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  bearing  the 
date  of  the  24th  instant,  and  I  sincerely  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  go  to  the 
Embassy  this  day,  but  the  doctor  in  charge  of  my  ward  has  promised  me  a  pass  to-morrow ; 
but  should  anything  prevent  my  going  there,  I  will  be  with  your  Lordship  the  following 
day,  please  God,  and  as  soon  as  I  can  after  1 1  o'clock  a.m. 

Wishing  your  Lordship  every  happiness,  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  TUUJBT. 
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Inclosore  6  in  !No.  I'd. 

Thomas  Tulley  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  5th  Ward,  Finley  Hospital,  Washington,  April  27,  1864. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  informing  you  yesterday,  by  letter,  that  I  would  be  with  you 
this  day  or  to-morrow,  but  my  anticipations  of  such  a  liberty  ate  destroyed,  as  the  doctor 
this  morning  refused  me  permission  to  visit  your  residence,  and  has  even  taken  my  clothes 
away  from  me,  as  he  alleges,  for  a  breach  of  military  regulations.  Now,  my  Lord,  this 
again  operates  against  my  attempt  at  freedom  from  the  institution  I  have  been  compelled 
to  become  a  member  of.  As  my  rejoicement  was  intense  on  receiving  your  letter,  and 
now,  my  Lord,  I  am  prevented  from  availing  myself  of  the  honour  of  an  interview  with 
your  Lordship,  my  mind  urges  me  to  speak  more  vindictively,  but  refrain  from  doing  so 
through  respect  for  your  Lordship,  as  Representative  of  the  country  where  true  and  real 
liberty  is  only  to  be  found. 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  hope  my  non-attendance  will  not  operate  against  me,  and 
that,  if  necessary,  you  get  an  order  from  some  Government  oflScial  for  my  appearance 
before  you,  and  if  you  do  not  require  me,  I  beseech  your  Lordship  to  intimate  to  me  your  - 
Lordship's  opinion  of  the  matter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  THOMAS  TULLEY. 

P.S. — Pursuant  to  your  Lordship's  injunctions  I  would  have  written  you  thus  on 
receipt  of  your  letter,  were  it  not  for  the  promise  made  by  an  American  officer,  which  he 
subsequently  deviated  from. 

I  fear  they  will  send  me  from  here  immediately  if  they  suspect  my  movements. 


Inclosure  6  in  No.  13. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Sir,  Washington,  April  27,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  note  of  the  25th  instant,  respecting  Thomas  Tulley,  a  British 
subject,  now  an  inmate  of  the  Finley  Hospital,  Washington,  I  have  the  honour  to  state 
that,  as  I  wish  to  communicate  with  this  person,  I  should  be  much  obliged  if  directions 
could  be  given  either  that  he  may  be  sent  to  this  Legation  from  the  hospital  to  speak  to 
me,  or  that  a  member  of  the  Legation  may  be  admitted  to  visit  him,  as  may  be  deemed 
most  convenient. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYOKS. 


Inclosure  7  in  No.  13. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  27,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  notes  of  the  respective 
dates  of  the  22nd,  23rd,  and  25th  instant,  relative  to  the  cases  of  Thomas  Tulley  and 
six  other  persons,  alleged  to  be  British  subjects,  and  to  have  been  improperly  enlisted  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States ;  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  matter  has 
again  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  with  a  view  to  a  re-examination. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLLAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Inclosure  8  in  No.  13. 
Statement  of  Thomas  Tulley. 


Collins'  Evidence.^1  told  Collins  I  would  enlist  if  let  out  of  prison ;  but  I  said  so 
thinking  I  would  get  my  liberty,  although  I  had  no  intention  of  it.  On  such  assertion  I 
was  permitted  to  leave  my  cell,  but  on  going  out  I  was  presented  the  enlistment  papers 
by  the  officers  of  the  prison,  but  which  I  refused  to  sign,  when  1  was  again  locked-up. 
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When  I  was  let  out  the  second  time  Collins  was  ordered  to  bring  me  back  unless,  I 
enlisted,  and  that,  in  fact,  he  was  responsible  for  me.  Collins  brought  me  to  his  office, 
and  without  any  questions  made  out  my  papers,  to  which  I  partly  again  objected,  but 
fearing  my  cell  I  signed  the  papers.  Tulley  suggested  that  he  would  like  to  see  the 
British  Consul ;  to  which  Collins  replied,  There  is  no  use  in  your  doing  so,  he  (meaning 
Mr.  Murray)  is  as  much  an  American  as  any  man  in  Portland.  This  occurred  either  in 
my  cell  or  on  my  way  to  the  recruiting  dep6t,  and  previous  to  my  enlistment. 

Respecting  Byrne,  his  desire  for  joining  the  United  States'  army  was  principally  to 
share  the  same  fate  as  Tulley  and  Higgins. 

Had  the  police  not  been  watching  Tulley  and  his  companions,  he  would  have  made 
his  escape  to  the  British  Consul. 

Harrison  Cole,  Police  Officer. — This  man  states  falsely  when  he  says  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th  he  gave  Tulley,  &c.,  crackers,  as  he, did  no  such  thing,  although  they 
were  frequently  demanded,  or  something  in  the  shape  of  food,  which  was  denied.  Probably 
I  am  the  person  referred  to  as  having  been  released,  and  doing  my  utmost  to  coerce  the 
others  to  enlist.  If  so^  such  is  false,  as  I  was  released  and  locked  up  again,  and  instead 
of  coercing  them  I  did  my  endeavours  to  prevent  them. 

No  police  officer  told  us  going  out  of  prison  with  Collins  that  we  could  do  as  we 
choose ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  one  in  authority  told  Collins  to  bring  us  back  unless  we 
enlisted. 

James  Berrick. — This  man  swears  he  served  us  with  food,  which  is  false,  as  he  did  not 
give  Tulley  or  any  of  his  companions  five  (or  any)  crackers  at  any  time,  but  he  gave  them 
some  water  after  their  lungs  had  been  strained  shouting  for  it. 

On  the  night  of  the  9th,  Tulley  might  have  expressed  himself  as  stated,  but  he 
positively  denies  having  uttered  such  words,  or  expressed  himself  in  the  manner  sworn  to 
on  his  becoming  sober  next  morning,  1 0th  instant,  with  regard  to  his  fighting  for  North  or 
South. 

Alonzo  Wentworth.^lt  is  not  true  as  stated  in  affidavit  that  we  received  crackers,  nor 
is  it  true  what  he  told  us  that  we  could  go  where  we  choose  ;  on  the  contrary,  this  is,  I  think, 
the  person  who  told  Collins  unless  we  enlisted  we  were  to  be  brought  back  to  cells. 

William  Foster. — Everything  stated  in  this  affidavit  respecting  Tulley,  who  was  in 
cell  No.  5.  is  false,  as  he  never  had  such  a  discourse  with  any  policeman,  although  some- 
thing similar  might  have  occurred  in  Tulley 's  insobriety. 

Board  of  Enrolment. — Their  belief  in  our  sobriety  when  enlisting  is  correct.  We 
enlisted  to  escape  starvation,  not  voluntarily. 

As  far  as  I  have  written  about  myself  Byrne  and  Higgins  1  can  support  on  oath ; 
but  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  respecting  Moran,  Cassidy,  and  Burke,  I  know  no  more  than 
that  they  were  imprisoned  with  me,  went  out  of  prison  Kefore  I  did,  and  became  soldiers 
under  the  circumstances  which  compelled  myself,  as  I  believe. 

The  man  Hogan  was  at  his  liberty,  but  when  I  saw  him  brought  in  as  a  soldier  he 
was  raging  with  drink,  but  whether  he  received  the  drink  before  or  after  his  enlistment  I 
don^t  know. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  affidavits  made  affirming  that  food  was  supplied,  and  that  no 
compulsion  was  in  question,  Tulley,  Higgins,  and  Byrne  can  make  an  affidavit  denying 
the  entire. 

April  29,  1864. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  TULLEY,  20th  Maine  Regiment, 

At  present  at  No.  6  Ward^  Finley  Hospital,  Washington. 


Inclosmre  9  in  No.  13. 

Michael  Byrne  andfowr  others  to  Lord  Lyons. 

^y  ^^^^l.  Rappahannock  Station,, April  26,  1864. 

I  WRITE  to  you  in  hopes  of  your  seeking  after  me  and  my  comrades  who  have  been 
villainously  kidnapped  into  the  United  States'  army.  We. landed  on  the  9th  day  of  March, 
and  we  were  sdl  welcomed  to  this  country,  and  told  us  all  we  were  a  fine  lot  of  men,  and 
some  of  the  agents  represented  themeelves  as  IrishuKu,  and  brought  some  of  us  to  a 
public-house,  and  said  to  drink  plenty  at  their  expense,  as  they  knew  that  we  had  no 
money,  and  that  they  expected  tis  over  a  day  or  two  sooner,  but  to  never  mind  that — they 
should  be  as  friends  to  us  all,  so  we  did  drmk  a  little.  But  after  the  second  drink  of  the 
liquor,  we  all  thought  that  the  house  was  turning  upside  down ;  so  we  knew  no  more  until 
we  all  were  in  the  police-house  in  Portland,  and  in  some  part  of  the  evening  some  of  those 
agents  came  to  us,  and  asked  if  we  would  join  the  army,  and  we  one  and  all  told  them  that 
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we  would  not  do  any  such  thing.  So  next  morning  they  came  to  us  agam  and  wanted 
us  to  enlist,  and  we  told  them  we  would  not,  and  also  the  police  said  we  would  have  to 
stop  for  sixty  days  if  we  would  not  enlist,  and  we  said  to  let  us  go  before  the  magistrate 
or  any  of  the  authorities  in  the  town,  and  the  police  said  we  would  not  be  brought  before 
no  one,  and  we  should  have  to  stop  where  we  were,  if  not  to  enlist.  We  asked  for  a  drink 
of  water,  and  they  told  us  likewise  that  neither  a  drink  nor  nothing  to  eat  we  would  be 
allowed  to  get  for  the  sixty  days.  So  it  is  for  a  drink  of  water  and  threatened  to  be 
(Starved,  that  we  had  to  sign  our  names,  but  then  refused  to  go  when  we  got  a  drink  of 
water,  but  they  told  us  if  we  refused  to  do  what  they  compelled  us  to  do,  that  they  would 
blow  out  our  brains ;  so  we  said  if  we  were  in  a  strange  country  that  we  would  get  a  Kttle 
fair  play,  and  they  said  a  man's  life  would  be  taken,  and  for  23  dollars  be  let  free,  so  that 
frightened  us  all.  The  doctor  would  not  pass  any  of  us.  So  we  were  sent  willing  or  not. 
I  refused  to  take  1 73  dollars,  and  I  came  away  from  Portland,  and  I  got  none  of  it  as  yet, 
and  as  for  that  or  any  of  the  others  I  don't  want  it  at  all.  I  and  my  comrades  wants  is 
our  liberty.  My  Lord,  that  man  Finney  came  to  Berry  camp,  Portland,  and  maybe 
stopped  from  us  100  dollars  for  kidnapping  us  to  this  country.  And,  my  Lord,  if  that  is 
not  plain  to  be  seeing  that  this  Government  sent  this  Finney  to  Ireland  to  kidnap  us  to 
America.  For  which  I  hope  the  English  Government  will  take  it  up.  We  have  served  in 
India  and  all  Her  Majesty's  stations  on  foreign  places,  and  I  hope  they  may  want  us  again 
in  a  just  cause,  as  this  is.  And,  my  Lord,  I  am  going  to  write  to  the  War  Department  of 
England,  and  to  state  the  whole  case.  And  also  Mr.  Murray,  the  English  Consul,  got 
100  dollars  from  Colonel  Murrell  of  the  17th  Maine  Volunteer  regiment,  commanding 
Camp  at  Berry,  Portland.  From  Thomas  Burk,  20th  Western  (?)  Virginia  regiment,  and 
when  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Murray  about  it  and  about  the  bounty-money,  he  would  not  send  a 
word  in  answer.  So  our  real  opinion  is  that  he  is  bribed  by  the  people  of  Portland,  and 
the  War  Department  and  the  Enghsh  Crown  shall  know  of  all  this. 

The  men  that  came  with  us  from  Dublin  and  went  to  Boston  and  snapped  up  by  the 
enlisting  agents  was  discharged  by  the  people,  and  the  British  Consul  of  Boston  by  looking 
after  them.  So  my  Lord,  we  do  now  appeal  to  you  for  to  get  us  our  liberty  and  to  go  home 
again  to  our  wives  and  family  that  is  expecting  us  to  do  something  for  them.  But  when 
we  were  robbed  out  of  all  we  had,  what  could  we  do,  my  liord  ?  We  do  humbly  beg  of 
you  to  send  a  letter  to  us  as  soon  as  possible,  and  seek  after  our  rights. 

w  Q  are  &c. 
(Signed)         '  MICHAEL  BYRNE, 

THOMAS  BURKE, 

EDWARD  CASSIDY, 

JAMES  HIGG1N8, 

MICHAEL  HORAN, 
D  Company  20th  Maine  Volunteer  Regiment,  Rappahannock  SU^tim. 


Inclosure  10  in  No.  13. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Michael  Byrne  and  four  others. 


Gentlemen,  Washington,  April  29,  1864. 

IN  reply  to  your  letter  which  I  received  this  morning,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  Her 
Majesty's  Consul  at  Portland,  Maine,  did  all  he  could  in  your  behalf,  and  duly  reported 
the  case  to  me.  I  have  since  been  in  communication  with  the  United  States'  Grovemment, 
and  am  now  doing  all  in  my  power  to  have  justice  done  to  you. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclo3ure  11  in  No.  13. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  30,  1864* 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  27th  inataat^ 
relating  to  Thomas  Tulley,  an  inmate  of  Finley  Hospitd,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  your 
Lordship  that  Brigadier-General  Martindale  has  been  instructed  to  send  TuUay  to  Her 
Majesty's  Legation  at  12  o'clock  meridian  on  Monday  next. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  WUjLIAH  H.  BKWAIUD. 
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Inclo8ure  12  in  No.  13. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,'^..:Jl   B?S^^i  Department  of  State,  Washington,  May  4,  1864. 

RECURRING  to  your  notes  of  the  22nd,  23rd/ and  25th  ultimo,  which  relate  to  the 
cases  of  Thomas  TuUey  and  six  other  Irishmen,  passengers  on  the  steamer  "  Nova  Scotian,'' 
who  were  alleged  to  have  been  improperly  enlisted  into  the  United  States'  army,  I  have 
the  honour  to  inclose^  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  3rd  instant^  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, on  the  subject,  and  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 


Inclosure  13  in  No.  13. 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Canby  to  Mr.  Setoard, 


Sir,  IVar  Department,  Washington,  May  3,  1864. 

THE  Secretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
12th  ultimo,  respecting  the  cases  of  Thomas  Tulley  and  six.  other  British  subjects,  and 
inviting  attention  to  the  copy  of  two  notes  of  the  respective  dates  of  the  22nd  and  25th 
ultimo,  from  Lord  Lyons,  and  suggesting  re-examination  of  these  cases. 

In  reply,  the  Secretary  instructs  me  to  advise  you  that  they  are  now  in  process  of 
investigation,  and  that  a  prominent  officer  implicated  in  these  alleged  improper  enlistments 
will  be  brought  to  trial,  the  result  of  which  will  be  communicated  to  you  as  soon  as  reported 
to' the  Department. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ED.  R.  S.  OAKBY. 


Inclosure  14  in  No.  13. 

Thomas  Txdley  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  5th  Ward,  Finley  Hospitalj  Washington,  May  5,  1864. 

'^^  I  BEG  leave  most  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  my  name  has  been  sent  in  to  the 
Medical  Department,  United  States'  Army,  for  transfer  to  some  hospital  northwards,  but  to 
what  place  I  am  not  aware  of:  and  we  start  on  to-morrow  (Friday).  I  have  been  warned 
so  suddenly  I  could  not  acquaint  you  sooner.  Should  anything  interfere  which  \vill  prevent 
my  going  I  will  inform  you ;  but  if  I  go,  on  my  arrival  at  my  destination  I  will  again 
write  to  your  Lordship,  unless  you  wish  to  detain  me  in  Washington,  and  which,  no  doubt, 
you  can  should  you  think  it  necessary.  The  other  men  are  in  D  Company,  20th  Maine 
Regiment.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  misfortune  to  me  to  be  sent  away  so  suddenly,  and 
probably  the  matter  so  near  investigation ;  still  I  am  certain  your  Lordship  will  leave 
nothing  undone  for  my   benefit   and  the   other  men,   all   of   whom   have  families  in 

Ireland. 

I  have  &c 

(Signed)  '  THOMAS  TULLEY. 


Inclosure  16  in  No.  13. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 
Sir,  Washington^  May  8,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  dated  the  4th  instant, 
with  which  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  transmit  to  me  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  War 
Department,  stating  that  the  cases  of  Thomas  Tulley  and  the  six  other  British  subjects 
who  are  represented  to  have  been  improperly  enlisted  at  Portland  are  now  in  process  of 
investigation,  and  that  a  prominent  oflScer  implicated  in  these  alleged  improper  enlistments 
will  be  brought  to  trial. 

It*  would  be  satisfactory  to  me  to  know  the  name  of  the  place  at  which  the  fresh 
investigation  is  in  progress,  and  to  be  informed  that  my  request  that  the  men  themselves 
may  be  heard  in  their  own  cause  has  been  attended  to. 

.   Thomas  Tulley  has  been  questioned  at  this  Legation,  and  he  very  positively  contradicts 
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much  of  the  evidence  of  the  policemen  and  recruiting  agents^  and  makes  statements  which 
confirm  my  opinion  that  no  satis&ctory  conclusion  respecting  the  cases  can  be  arrived  at^ 
unless  his  evidence  and  that  of  his  companions  be  taken  in  full  and  allowed  due  weight. 

I  trust  also  that  the  cass  of  Michael  Traynor  (another  of  the  Irish  passengers  by  the 
^'  Nova  Scotian  "),  whose  enlistment  formed  the  subject  of  my  note  to  you  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  will  not  be  omitted  in  the  investigation. 

I  learn  that  Tulley  himself  has  been  transferred  from  the  Finley  Hospital  to  some 
hospital  farther  noitb,  and  I  am  desirous  of  knowing  where  he  now  is.  I  am  also 
anxious  to  learn  what  has  become  of  Martin  Hogan,  whom  I  have  been  unable  to  trace. 
But  most  of  all  I  desire  to  be  assured  that  measures  have  been  taken  to  give  effect  to  the 
earnest  request  which  I  made  that  none  of  these  men  might  be  exposed  to  meet  the 
enemy  in  the  field  until  the  lawfulness  cf  their  enlisting  was  satisfactorily  proved. 
Five  of  them,  Michael  Byrne,  James  Higgins,  Edward  Cassidy,  Thomas  Burke,  and 
Michael  Hoiau  wei-e  so  lately  as  on  the  26th  of  last  month  serving  with  the  array  of  the 
Potomac  in  Company  D  of  the  20th  Regiment  of  Maine  Volunteers.  You  will  easily 
understand  the  anxiety  with  which  1  wait  to  be  informed  that  they  have  been  removed  from 
the  theatre  of  war,  and  exempted  from  actual  service  pending  the  investigation  of  the 
lawfulness  of  their  enlistment. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  LYOlfS. 

No- 14. 

Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office^  May  27,  1864. 

HER  Majesty's  Government  have  Qonsidered,  in  communication  with  the  Law 
Advisers  of  the  Crown,  your  Lordship's  despatches  of  the  14th  of  March  and  19th  of  April, 
relative  to  the  case  of  the  Irishmen  recently  enlisted  at  Portland  and  Boston  for  service  in 
the  United  States'  army;  and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  it  appears  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  be  clear  from  these  papers,  and  from  the  reports  on  the  same  subject  which  have 
been  received  from  Her  Majesty's  Consuls  at  those  ports,  that  no  doubt  can  be  entertained 
that  the  enlistment  of  these  Irishmen  was  the  result  of  a  fraudulent  scheme,  contrived 
and  executed  in  disregard  of  the  laws  and  neutral  rights  of  Great  Britain. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  consider,  that  the  men  enlisted  at  Portland  were  induced, 
in  evident  bad  faith  and  under  false  pretences,  to  leave  their  own  country  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  employment  which  was  not  really  ready  for  them  on  their  arrival  in  the 
United  States ;  that  on  landing  at  Portland  they  were  designedly  plied  with  drink,  and 
that  they  were  then  dealt  with  in  a  manner  which  (although  it  might  be  the  legal  conse- 
quence of  their  disordered  condition)  made  it  natural  and  almost  inevitable  that  they 
should  easily  yield  to  the  persuasions  of  the  recruiting  officers,  who  were  on  the  look-out 
for  them,  and  who  obtained  access  to  them  while  in  confinement,  by  the  aid  of  the  police 
authorities. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  are  of  opinion  that,  notwithstanding  the  report  made  by 
the  Provost-Marshal  and  the  Board  of  Enrolment  at  Portland,  the  facts  of  the  case  are 
sufficient  to  warrant  your  Lordship  in  pressing  your  application  to  the  United  States* 
Government  for  the  discharge  of  these  men. 

As  between  one  Government  and  another  the  testimony  of  Berwick  and  Bradley, 
annexed  to  the  report,  and  very  properly  referred  to  by  Mr.  Consul  Murray,  ought  to 
suffice  for  this  application.  The  latter  proves  that  some  one  (name  unknown)  carried  a 
large  quantity  of  whiskey  to  the  wharf  where  the  ship  lay  with  the  emigrants.  It  is  clear 
that  this  man  must  have  been  concerned  for  the  recruiting  officers,  whether  they  directly 
sanctioned  the  particular  act  or  not.  The  former  proves  that  at  the  liquor  stores  there 
were  "  well  dressed  men"  who  were  "  liberal  with  their  money,"  not  drinking  themselves, 
but  supplying  drink  to  these  unfortunate  men,  and  who  requested  the  police  to  aid  them 
in  enlisting  the  men,  and  giving  them  diink.  Her  Majesty's  Government  consider  that 
upon  this  evidence  and  upon  the  general  circumstances  of  the  case,  your  Lordship  might 
reasonably  expect  to  obtain  the  release  of  these  men.  ' 

The  case  of  the  men  landed  from  the  '*  Nova  Scotian  '*  at  Portland,  and  afterwards 
transferred  to  Boston,  although  not  similar  in  its  particular  circumstances,  should  be  dealt 
with  on  the  same  principles. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  RUSSELL. 

[222]  H 
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4d 
Ko.  15. 

Lm-d  Lyons  t#  Bari  RmssM^-^RtceifDed  June  7.) 

M J  Lord,  Wawhm^iom,  Mwy  SAj  1864. 

SINCE  1  first  became  acquainted  two  months  ago  with  the  circumstanees  under  wliicb 
some  of  the  Irish  passengers  on  board  the  "Nova  Scotian  *'  had  been  entieted  in  tbe  United 
States'  army  at  Portland,  I  have  never  ceased  to  urge  the  United  States*  Govermneat  to 
take  measures  to  prevent  their  being  brought  into  collision  with  the  enemy  pending  Ae 
investigation  of  the  lawfulness  of  their  enlistment.  The  copies  of  notes  to  Mr.  Sewaid 
which  have  been  inclosed  in  my  despatches  to  your  Lordship  will  have  shown  your 
Lordship  how  often  I  have  insisted  upon  this  in  writing.  I  have  pressed  it  still 
oftener  and  still  more  urgently  in  verbal  communications.  My  endeavours  have, 
however,  been  of  no  avail.  One  of  the  men  called  at  the  Legation  the  day  befisre 
yesterday.  He  had  been  badly  wounded  in  the  head,  and  sent  back  from  the  army  to 
a  hospital  here.  Another  of  the  men  had,  he  said,  been  wounded ;  a  third  was  reported 
to  be  killed  ;  three  others,  when  he  last  saw  them,  were  advancing  against  the  enemy  under 
a  heavy  musketry  fire. 

I  went  immediately  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  after  telling  him  what  had  occurred,  spoke  to 
him  with  some  warmth  of  the  neglect  with  which  my  representations  had  been  treated,  and 
begged  him  to  do  something  at  once  to  remove  any  of  the  men  who  might  still  be  alive 
from  the  scene  of  hostilities. 

Mr.  Seward  said  it  was  certainly  very  un&tttunate  that  the  men  should  have  been 
wounded,  but  that  he  supposed  that  as  they  had  been  formally  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  the  presumption  was  that  their  enlistment  was  valid  and  lawful, 
and  Umt  there  oould  be  no  complaint  against  their  being  made  to  serve  until  the  contiary 
was  proved. 

I  said  that  considering  all  we  knew  of  tbe  practices  whioh  had  been  employed  to 
obtam  recruits  for  the  army,  I  really  thought  that  in  cases  which  were  on  the  faee 
of  them  doubtful,  it  would  not  be  too  much  to  say  that  the  preeumptian  was  the 
other  wi^.^  But  however  this  might  be,  I  must,  I  said,  m^  once  more  my  often  repeated 
request.  I  did  not  obtain  anything  more  from  Mr.  Seward  than  the  usual  formal  aseuranoe 
that  he  would  communicate  my  wishes  to  the  War  Department.  On  my  return  home  I 
wrote  a  note  to  him  reiterating  my  request. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  statement  taken  down  in  writing  from  the 
mou^  of  Michael  Byrne,  the  wounded  man  who  came  to  the  Legatioii,  and  copies  of 
correspondenee  with  Mr.  Seward  and  Thomas  TuUey. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Indosure  1  in  Ko.  15. 
Statement  of  Michael  Bym». 


BrUish  Leyatimi,  Washmffto%  May  21^  1864. 
MICHAEL  BYRNE  states  that  he,  Thomas  Burke,  James  Htggins,  Mkhael  Moran, 
Martin  Hogan,  and  Edward  Cassidy  were  sent  frxim  Portiand  tojoin  the  20th  R^imeDt  of 
Maine  Volunteers  at  Rappahannock  Station  on  Monday  the  14th  of  March,  and  that  tksy 
joined  that  regiment  on  tbe  following  f  *riday.  That  on  the  1st  instant  they  oucDcfaed  irith 
the  regiment  to  the  Wilderness  Tavern,  and  encamped  there  on  the  night  of  tiie  4tiu 
Tbat  they  knew  they  would  meet  the  enemy,  but  were  afraid  te  make  lany  ohjesctions  as 
they  were  told  if  they  did  do  so  they  would  have  their  Inrains  Uaira  4XsL  Thtsk  he  was 
wounded  on  tbe  5th  instant  on  the  right  temple  by  a  minie  ball,  and  meat  an  Sunday 
the  8th  to  Fredericksburgh,  whence  on  Wednesday  the  11th  instant  he  mm  sent  to 
Carver's  Hospital,  Washington,  where  he  arrived  on  the  same  afitemoon,  and  sstiil «  under 
metfical  treatment*  That  he  1ms  heard  that  Michadl  Moran  was  kffled  on  the  5th  instaat 
at  the  Wilderness,  but  does  not  know  it  for  certain.  That  Edward  CJasskfy  was  waaeded 
in  the  right  thumb  whilst  carrying  him  (Michael  Byrne)  when  wounded  to  the  rear ;  that 
Cassidy  was  sent  from  Fredericksburgh  to  the  Bridk  Hospital,  Washington,  on  Wednesday 
the  1 1th  instant.  That  he  last  saw  Thomas  Burke,  James  Higgins,  and  Martin  Hogan  mo, 
the  6th  of  May  at  the  Wilderness  advancing  under  a  heavy  musketry  fire,  but  that  since  he 
was  wounded  he  has  nc^  seas  or  heard  anything  of  them. 
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laclosure  2  iu  Ko.  1^. 

Mr.  Seward  t^  Lord  lAfOus. 

My  Lord,  DepartmetU  of  State,  W^kshin^tany  May  10,  1364. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  aote  of  the  8tb  iftstAiitj  in 
reg;u?d  to  the  ea^es  of  Thomas  Tulley  and  six  other  men  repieseated  to  have  been 
improperly  enlisted  at  Portljand^  Maine.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honour  ta  inform  your 
Lordship  that  I  have  called  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  matter, 
and  have  commended  your  wishes  to  his  &vottrable  consideraticm. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 


Liclosure  3  in  No.  15. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Sir,  Washington,  May  21,  1864. 

ALTHOUGH  only  a  few  hours  have  elapsed  since  I  informed  you  in  person  at  the 
State  Department  of  the  grievous  mtelKgence  which  I  had  just  received  respecting  some  of 
those  Irish  passengers  by  the  "  Nova  Scotian "  who  were  enlisted  on  their  arrival  at 
Portland,  I  cannot  refrain  from  urging  in  writing  the  request  which  1  so  earnestly  made 
that  measures  might  be  taken  without  a  moment's  delay  to  remove  those  of  them  who  are 
still  with  the  army  from  the  danger  to  which  they  are  hourly  exposed. 

Since  the  19th  of  March  last  I  have  urgently  and  repeatedly  entreated,  both  verbally 
and  in  writing,  that  these  men  might  not  be  exposed  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  field, 
pending  the  investigation  of  the  lawftilness  of  their  enlistment.  No  attrition  has  been 
paid  to  my  request.  One  of  the  men,  Michael  Byrne,  has  been  wounded  in  the  head  ; 
another,  Edward  Cassidy,  has  also  been  wounded ;  a  third,  Michael  Moran/is  reported  to 
have  been  killed.  Byrne  and  Cassidy  have  been  sent  to  hospitals  at  Washington. 
Thomas  Burke,  James  Higgins,  and  Martin  Hogan,  if  still  alivie,  are  no  doubt  serving 
with  the  regiment  in  which  they  were  enrolled  (the  20th  Maine  Volunteers)  in  the  field. 

In  the  note  which  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  you  on  the  4th  instant,  I  was 
informed  that  the  cases  of  these  men  were  in  process  of  investigation,  and  that  a 
prominent  officer  implicated  in  their  alleged  improper  enlistment  wonld  be  brought  to 
trial.  In  my  answer  I  expressed  my  anxiety  to  be  informed  that  my  request  that  the 
men  had  been  removed  from  the  theatre  of  war,  and  exempted  from  actual  service  pending 
the  investigation,,  had  been  complied  with.  I  must  again  wrge  tWs  often  repeated  request, 
and  entresC  you:  to  move  the  military  authorities  to  give  orders,  without  a  moment's  delay, 
that  those  of  the  men  who  are  in  hospital  may  not  be  sent  back  to  the  army,  and  that 
those  who  are  in  the  field  may  be  sent  to  Washington,  or  some  other  place  of  safety,  until 
the  dauhta  n^ecting  the  validity  of  their  enliiStment  are  cleared  up. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


iMlosnse  4  in  I3'o.  15. 
Thomas  Tidley  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Twrner^s  Lane  Uxdted  States^  Uosfital,  Philadelphia, 
%  Lord,  ^  Man  19;  1864. 

I  TOOK  the  liberty  of  informing  you  on  the  5th  instant  that  I  was  about  being  sent 
away  from  Washington,  and  as  I  did  not  wish  to  be  troubling  you  with  letters,  I  refrained 
siMeirDm  writing  ;  hut  as  I  am  growing  very  uneasy  I  take  the  liberty,  as  from  the  notice 
I  am  taking  of  things  I  fear  I  never  will  be  a  participator  of  your  goodness  unless 
something  is  immediately  done  for  me,  as  they  are  sending  all  the  men  they  can  to  the 
army.  Will  your  Lordship  therefore  kindly  let  me  know  if  there  is  any  chance  of  my  being 
discharged  through  your  kind  influence  ?     A  „  fot  the  other  men,  I  fear  something  fatal  has 

JljL   iS 


Digitized  by 


Google 


50 

happened  them  ere  this,  as  the  corps  they  belong  to  has  been  in  the  hottest  of  the  late 
battles.  My  people  are  in  want  at  home,  and  the  Portland  authorities  have  1 73  dollars 
of  my  bounty  which  I  would  like  to  get,  but  fearing  it  would  interfere  with  your  Lordship's 
proceedings,  I  have  not  applied  for  it,  although  I  fear  I  will  not  have  an  opportunity  of 
getting  either  it  or  my  freedom  if  something  is  not  shortly  done.  My  people  in  a  great 
measure  depend  upon  assistance  from  me,  and  if  your  Lordship  fails  in  getting  my  discharge, 
perhaps  you  would  get  me  some  Government  employ  by  which  I  could  assist  them,  and 
arrange  so  that  I  would  not  be  sent  to  the  army.  I  am  losing  my  health  daily  on  account 
of  my  uneasy  mind  at  the  position  I  have  got  into. 

Sincerely  praying  for  your  Lordship*s  health  and  happiness,  and  hoping  you  will 
condescend  to  notify  to  me  how  matters  stand,  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  TULLEY. 

P.S. — ^The  doctor  here  to  whom  I  have  related  my  unhappy  circumstances  has 
condemned  the  Portland  authorities  for  their  conduct,  and  the  doctor  at  Washington  said 
he  would  send  me  a  good  distance,  so  that  I  would  not  have  an  oportunity  of  seeing  your 
Lordship. 

T.  T. 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  15. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Thomas  Tulley. 


Sir,  Washington,  May  23,  1864. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant.  I  have  been  informed  by  the 
United  States'  Government  that  a  further  investigation  respecting  the  enlistment  of  yourself 
and  your  companions  is  in  progress.  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  my  endeavours  to  get 
your  companions  removed  from  the  field  before  the  opening  of  the  campaign  were 
unsuccessful.  Michael  Byrne  was  at  this  Legation  the  day  before  yesterday.  He  had 
been  sent  to  hospital  here  with  a  wound  in  his  head.  Edw&rd  Cassidy  has  also  been  sent 
to  a  hospital  here  ;  he  is  wounded,  but  I  trust  not  seriously. 

I  cannot  recommend  you  to  apply  for  the  remainder  of  the  bounty  which  would 
be  due  to  you  as  a  recruit,  unless  you  are  prepared  to  acquiesce  in  the  validity  of  your 
enlistment. 

If  you  should  at  any  time  have  reason  to  believe  that  you  are  about  to  be  sent  back  to 
the  army,  I  beg  you  to  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  will  do  all  I  can  to  obtain  your  discharge,  and  will  write  to  you  again  as  soon  as  I 
am  able  to  give  you  any  information  about  it. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


No.  16. 

^  Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  RusseU.^Received  June  12.) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  May  31,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  23rd  instant^  I  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  two  notes  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Seward, 
respecting  Thomas  Tulley  and  the  other  Lish  passengers  by  the  steam-ship  "Nova 
Scotian,"  who  were  enlisted  in  the  United  States'  army  at  Portland- 
Tour  Lordship  will  see  that  orders  have  at  last  been  given  to  remove  these  men  to 
Portland,  at  a  distance  from  the  theatre  of  war,  and  to  cause  the  legality  of  their 
enlistment  to  be  again  investigated  there. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 
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Indosnre  1  in  No.  16. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Department  of  State,  Washington,  May  26,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2Jst  instant^ 
in  relation  to  the  cases  of  the  Irish  passengers  hy  the  "  Nora  Scotian,'*  who  were  enlisted 
on  their  arrival  at  Portland,  and  in  reply  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  have  invited  the 
immediate  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  a  copy  of  your  Lordship*s  note,  and  have 
recommended  a  compliance  with  the  requests  contained  therein. 

I  have  &c* 
(Signed)        '   WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 


Xnclosnre  2  in  No.  16. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Washington,  May  31,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  recur  to  your  notes  of  the  7th,  8th,  22nd,  23rd,  and  26th 
ultimo,  and  8th  and  21st  instant,  relative  to  the  cases  of  Thomas  Tulley  and  six  other 
liish  passengers  by  the  **]S"ova  Scotian/*  and  to  inclose,  for  your  Lordship's  information, 
a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  26th  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  ^Var,  stating  that  the  men 
have  been  ordered  to  Portland,  Maine,  with  a  view  to  a  reinvestigation  as  to  the  legality^ 
of  their  enlistment  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  16. 
Mr.  Stanton  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Sir,  War  Department,  Washington^  May  26,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  advice  you  that  orders  have  been  given  that  Thomas  Tulley 
and  the  six  others,  British  subjects,  alleged  in  the  communications  of  Lord  Lyons, 
submitted  by  you  to  this  Department,  to  have  been  improperly  enlisted  into  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  be  sent  to  Portland,  Maine,  with  instructions  that  their 
cases  be  reinvestigated  there,  it  being  the  point  at  which  the  alleged  measures  for  their 
improper  enlistment  are  stated  to  have  been  inaugurated,  and  where  the  proof,  if  any,  to 
that  effect,  must  exist. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  STANTOIT. 

No.  17. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  June  20.) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  June  6,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  have  the  honour  to 
inclose  a  copy  of  an  order  from  the  War  Department,  directing  that  Thomas  Tulley,  and 
the  other  Irish  emigrants  who  were  enlisted  at  Portland  shall  be  sent  back  to  that  place 
in  order  that  a  thorough  and  final  investigation  of  their  complaint  of  having  been  improperly 
enlisted  may  be  made. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  in  No.  17. 

Special  Orders  No.  194. 

War  Department^  Adjutant-OeneraFs  Office, 
(Extract.)  Washington,  June  2,  1 864. 

THE  following  named  enlisted  men  of  CotfiP^y  ''^''^  ^^'^  Maine  Volunteers,  will 
upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  at  the  place  wlx^  ^j  may  be  serving,  be  sent  to  Captain 
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Charles  H.  DougHty,  Provost-ManlMa,  Irt  Dolriee  of  Maine,  at  Portland,  Maine,  in  order 
that  a  thorough  and  final  investigation  of  their  complaint  of  having  been  impropedj 
enlisted  may  be  made  at  that  dty. 

The  chief  miistciingr  offices  of  the  State  of  Maine  will  make  a  full  and  thoroarh 
investigation  of  tiiis  case,  and  report  the  result  with  fioU  particulars  to  this  office. 

The  depositions  of  the  men  themselves  will  be  taken  daring  such  investigation. 

Privates  Thomas  Tullej,  Michael  Byrne,  James  Higgins,  Miehael  Moran,  Edward 
Caasidy,  Thomas  Burke,  Martin  Hogan. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  furnish  thft  necessary  transportation* 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 

(Signed)  E.  D.  TOWNSBND,  Assistant  Adjutant^ General. 


m.  18. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  July  2.) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  June  20,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  6th  instant,  and  to  ray  previous 
despatches  respecting  the  enlistment  of  Thomas  Tulley  and  the  other  Irish  emigrants  who 
arrived  at  Portland  in  the  steam-ship  *'  Nova  Scotian,'*  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to 
your  Lordship  copies  of  further  correspondence  relative  to  the  fresh  investigation  of  this 
sad  case,  which  has  been  ordered  by  the  United  States'  Government. 

Thfire  appears  to  be  only  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  Thomas  Burke  and  Michael 
Moran,  two  of  the  enlisted  men,  were  killed  while  serving  in  the  ranks  of  the  United 
States'  army. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have  addressed  to 
Mr.  Seward  in  pursuance  of  the  instruction  contained  in  your  Lordship's  despatch 
of  the  27th  ultimo.  I  have  thought  it  right  in  this  note  to  act  upon  your  Lordship's 
instruction  without  reference  to  the  new  investigation  which  has  been  ordered,  and 
to  urge  my  reiiuest  for  the  discharge  of  the  men  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  as  it  mw 
Intends*. 

(Si^«d)        urosa. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  18* 
Michael  Byrne  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  Gunerat Hospital,  Brattlebvrouyhy  Vetnwni,  Jmtr  7,  1664. 

AS  soon  as  the  Doctor  understood  ef  ma  that  I  had  any  communication  to  your 
Lordship's  residence,  and  that  I  refused  to  go  from  Carver's  Hospital,  the  first  opportunity 
was  they  sent  me  awarj^  and  did  not  lei  me  know  of  it  iall  haii  a&h^ur  before  going  away, 
my  Lord)  so  as  to  prevent  me  of  giving  or  sending  you  word  of  it,  so  as  you  might  have 
me  retained,  until  the  investigation  should  be  decided  upon  in  our  cases  at  Washington* 
I  wouH  ttot  be  lei  stop  in  PhuadeFphia,  or  in  any  ot&er  place^  untiT  I  was  sent  right  on  to 
Brattlebora'  General  Hospital.  I  also  thought  I  could  get  to  Tumer'i^-Iaffe  Hospital  at 
Fhiladelphra  to  my  comrade^  that  is,  Thomas  Ttdley,  but  I  could  not  get  any  suchra  chanee 
as  that  from  them.  I  hope,  my  Lord,  you  sftafldo  all  in  your  power  for  us,  and  send  as 
word  if  onr  cases  was  investigated  into  as  yet,  for  before  I  would  go  to  my  regiment  again^ 
I  would  put  an  end  to  my  life,  because  I  did  not  'list  with  my  consent ;  if  I  had  done  so, 
why  I  should  be  as  good  as  any  other  man,  and  as  I  did  not,  why  I  shall  disobey  all  orders 
they  give  me,  for  the  tii»e  to  oomsy  and  i£  through  my  disohedience  that  it  shall  be  the 
cause  of  me  to  be  brought  before  a  Court-martial^  there  and  then  I  shaU  call  them  nothing 
but  a  set  of  murderers  for  to  go  send  over  to  my  country  agents  to  snap  up  a  lot  of  men 
from  their  wives  and  families  by  way  of  a  gpod  employment  in  Boston,  and  then  as  soon 
as  we  landed  in  Portland,  to  have  another  lot  of  agents  there  to  bring  us  to  beer-shops 
and  to  drug  us,  and  entrap  vlb  to  eufist  for  their  armies  ;  but,  my  Lord,  if  death  is  my 
fate  at  their  hands,  my  conQrad-es  shall  let  my  country  know  of  it,  and  the  whole  «f  tAsA 
it  wa^  for,  and  afiso  the  Government  of  England!,  ike  ba^mei^  i  hftve  fooglit  under  in 
In(Ka  and  otl^er  piftces,  that  they  and  mj  coimtrfinefi  sh#lt  seek  ftn*  satiBftvetiott  fmt  isy 
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blmil,  «ad  strike  the  iron  wiiSit  it  is  iMit^  and  also  I  do  w^  know  ihsA  Prance  wonU  join 
in  it.    I  i^U  not  speak  no  mocre  at  Biesent. 

(gSgncd)  MICHAEL  BYRNE, 

D  OompMfj/,  20th  Regiment,  Mame  Vokmteers. 

P.8. — ^I  shall  expect  a  speedy  answer  at  your  leisure.    Please  not  to  put  mj  regiment 
nor  company  in  your  letters  to  me. 


Inclosnre  2  in  No.  18. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Consul  Murray. 


Sir,  Washington^  June  10,  1864. 

WITH  reference  to  your  despatch  of  the  7th  of  April  last,  and  to  the  previous 
correspondence  relative  to  the  enlistment  of  Thomas  Tulley  and  six  other  Irish 
immigrants  in  the  United  States'  army,  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  an  order  from  the 
War  Department,  directing  that  these  men  be  sent  to  Portland,  and  that  a  full  and 
thorough  investigation  of  the  case  be  made.  This  order  has  been  communicated  to  me 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

You  will  endeavour  to  be  informed  as  soon  as  possible  after  it  takes  place  of  the 
arrival  of  any  of  these  uaen  at  Portland,  and  you.  will  put  yourself  into  commuuication 
wilih  them,  and  give  them  all  the  advice  and  assistance  you  properly  can.  You  will  let 
me  know  as  soon  as  the  men  arrive,  and  you  will  make  reports  to  me  of  the  nature  and 
progress  of  the  investigation  of  their  ease,  and  keep  me  informed  generally  of  everything 
of  interest  and  importance  concerning  them. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYOJSS., 


IncloBure  3  in  No.  18. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Mich<ud  Byrne,  Sfc. 


Gendemen,  Washington,  June  10,  1864. 

I  INCLOSE  a  copy  of  an  order  from  the  War  Department,  directing  that  you  and 
the  six  men  enlisted  with  yon  shall  be  sent  to  Portland  in  order  that  a  full  and  thorough 
investigation  of  your  cases  may  be  made  there.  The  order  has  been  communicated  to 
me  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

I  conclude  that  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  it  you  will  be  sent  to  Portland 
directly,  and  I  beg  you  to  let  Her  Majesty's  Consul  there  know  of  your  arrival  there 
as  soon  as  possible  after  it  takes  place.  I  have  written  to  him  to  ask  him  to  look  out 
far  JQU. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS.- 


Inelosure  4  in  No.  18. 

Consul  Murray  to  Lord  Lyons. 
Mj  Lord,  ^  Portland,  June  8^  1864. 

I  BCAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  printed  special  order,  dated^ 
the  2nd  instant,  issued  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  at  Washington,  directing  that 
a  thOT#ugJi  imd  final  investigation  he  made  by  the  Provost  Maishal  at  Portland,  of  the 
complaint  of  the  seven  Irishmen  who  were  enlisted  into  the  20th  Regiment  of  the  Maine 
Volunteers  in  March  last.  A  report  upon  the  same  formed  the  subject  of  my  despatch  of 
the  7th  of  April  last. 

The  chief  mustering  officer  of  the  State  of  Maine,  Major  Gardiner,  is  to  send  a 
Report  to  the  War  Department,  and  the  men  in  question  are  to  be  sent  to  Portland  to 
have  their  depositions  taken. 

Of  the  seven  men,  Moran  and  Burke,  I  understand,  were  killed  at  the  commence- 
meift  of  *tke  eMstptign.  Byrne  and  Cassidy  ^^^^  wounded  and  are  in  hospital  ,at 
Washington.  TuUey,  i  bear,  did  not  go  on  ^l  l|is  regiment,  Ibut  went  to  a  hospital  at 
Washington  ;  »nd  Higgins  and  Hogan  are  tk   \aj  two  left  with  thdr  togixient. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


64 

As  I  presume  I  shall  also  be  requested  to  attend  the  oflSce  of  the  Provost-Man^bal 
during  the  second  investigation,  may  I  request  your  Lordship  the  propriety  of  my  being 
authorized  to  employ  the  services  of  a  lawyer  on  behalf  of  these  men  ?  The  assessor  of 
the  Provost  Marshal  liere  is  a  lawyer,  and  will  conduct  the  case  for  the  Gk)vemment,  and 
it  appears  to  me  that  unless  the  services  of  a  person  accustomed  to  receive  and 
take  evidence  in  these  Courts  are  obtained,  the  men  might  be  under  a  considerable 
disadvantage. 

I  am  still  without  further  information  from  the  office  of  the  Acting  Assistant  Provost- 
Marshal  General  at  Augusta  regarding  the  man  Collins,  although  I  have  written  several 
letters  on  the  subject,  and  forwarded  fresh  evidence  of  Collins'  identity  which  I  received 
from  a  Mr.  James  Murray  of  Nova  Scotia. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)         '   h!  J.  MUERAT. 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  18. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Consul  Mun  ay. 


Sir,  Washington,  June  1 1^  1864. 

I  HAVE  received  this  morning  your  despatch  of  the  8th  instant. 

Having  written  to  you  yesterday  on  the  order  to  remove  Thomas  Tulley  and  six  otiier 
Irishman,  enlisted  at  the  same  time,  to  Portland,  I  have  only  to  add,  that,  in  conformity 
with  your  suggestion,  I  authorize  you  to  employ  a  lawyer  on  behalf  of.  these  men,  if  it 
shall  be  in  your  opinion  proper  and  advisable  to  do  so. 

Tulley  was,  when  I  last  heard  from  him,  in  the  United  States'  army  hospital.  Turner's 
Lane,  Philadelphia,  and  Michael  Byrne  at  the  general  hospital,  Brattleboro',  Vermont. 
I  wrote  to  them  to  those  places  yesterday  to  inform  them  of  the  order,  and  to  recommend 
them  to  apply  to  you  as  soon  as  they  arrived  at  Portland.  .  I  also  wrote  a  letter  in  the 
same  sense  to  the  other  men,  directed  to  the  regiment,  although  I  was  not  without  serious 
apprehension  that  they  might  not  all  be  alive  to  receive  it.  I  am  extremely  anxious  to 
receive  authentic  intelligence  of  the  present  condition  of  each  of  the  seven  men. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  6  in  No.  18. 

Consul  Murray  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Portland,  June  15,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the 
lOth  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  intended  re-investigation  of  the  case  of  Thomas  Tulley 
and  the  other  Irish  immigrants  who  were  enlisted  into  the  20th  Maine  Regiment  in  March 
last.     I  will  faithfully  attend  to  your  Lordship's  instructions  in  this  affair. 

Michael  Byrne,  who  was  removed  so  the  Greneral  Hospital  at  Brattleboro',  Vermout, 
arrived  here  last  night  on  his  way  to  Augusta  with  a  squad  of  Maine  invalids,  but  had 
received  no  orders  regarding  this  case.  He  told  me  that  Cassidy  was  on  furlough  at 
Boston,  and  would  be  difficult  to  be  met  with ;  that  Tulley  was  at  Turner's  Lane  Hospital 
at  Philadelphia  with  erysipelas ;  that  Burke  and  Moran  being  killed,  Higgins  and  Hogan 
were  the  only  men  now  with  their  regiment,  if  no  accident  had  happened  to  them. 

(Signed)         '  H:  J.  MURRAY. 


Inclosure  7  in  No.  1 8. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Sir,  Washington,  June  10,  1854. 

HER  Majesty's  Government  have  considered  the  Report  made   by  the   Provost 
Marshal  and  Board  of  Enrolment,  a^Portland,  on  the  case  of  Thomas  Tulley,  and  tha 
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other  six  Irish  immigrants  who  were  enlisted  at  that  place  for  service  in  the  United^ 
States'  Army,  as  well  as  the  reports  of  Her  Majesty's  Consul  on  the  same  subject. 

It  appears  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  the^ 
enlistment  of  these  Irishmen  vras  the  result  of  a  fraudulent  scheme  contrived  and 
executed  in  disregard  of  the  laws  and  neutral  rights  of  Great  Britain. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  consider  that  these  men  were  induced  in  evident  bad 
faith  and  under  false  pretences  to  leave  their  own  country  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
employment,  which  was  not  reaJly  ready  for  them  on  their  arrival  in  the  United  States  ; 
that  on  landing  at  Portland  they  were  designedly  plied  with  drink,  and  that  they  were 
then  dealt  with  in  a  manner  which  (although  it  might  be  the  legal  consequence  of  their 
disordered  condition)  made  it  natural  and  almost  inevitable  that  they  should  easily  yield 
to  the  persuasions  of  the  recruiting  agents  who  were  on  the  look-out  for  them,  and  who 
obtained  access  to  them  while  they  were  in  confinement,  by  the  aid  of  the  police 
authorities. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  are  accordingly  of  opinion,  that  notwithstanding  the 
report  of  the  Provost  Marshal  and  Board  of  Enrolment,  they  are  bound  to  press  their 
application  to  the  United  States'  Government  for  the  discharge  of  these  men. 

It  appears  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  as  between  one  Government  and 
another,  the  testimony  of  Berwick  and  Bradley,  annexed  to  the  report,  of  itself  suffices  to 
warrant  this  application.  The  latter  proves  that  some  person  (name  unknown)  carried  a 
lar^e  cpiantity  of  whiskey  to  the  wharf  where  the  ship  lay  w'tli  the  emigrants,  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  think  that  it  is  clear  that  this  person  must  have  been  concerned 
for  the  recruiting  agents,  whether  those  agents  directly  sanctioned  the  particular  act  or 
not.  The  former  proves  that  at  the  liquor  store  there  were  "  well  dressed  men"  who 
were  **  liberal  with  their  money,"  not  drinking  themselves,  but  supplying  drink  to  the 
unfortunate  Irishmen,  and  who  requested  the  police  to  aid  them  in  eidisting  the  Irishmen 
and  giving  them  drink.  Her  Majesty's  Government  consider  that  upon  this  evidence  and 
upon  the  general  circumstances  of  the  case,  they  may  reasonably  expect  to  obtain  the 
release  of  these  men ;  and  it  is  accordingly  my  duty  to  renew  the  request  for  their  discharge 
from  the  United  States'  army,  which  I  made  by  command  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
in  the  note  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you  on  the  23rd  AprU  last. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


No.  19. 
Lard  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell — (Received  July  2.) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  June  20,  1864. 

I  SPOKE  to  Mr.  Seward  on  the  16th  instant  in  the  sense  of  your  Lordship's 
despatch  of  the  19th  May,  respecting  the  imprisonment  of  British  subjects  captured 
on  board  neutral  vessels,  and  the  practice  of  drugging  men  and  entrapping  them  into  the 
United  States'  naval  and  military  service. 

I  said  to  Mr.  Seward  that  your  Lordship  had  desired  me  to  impress  on  him  in  friendly 
communication  the  duty  of  putting  an  end  to  the  imprisonment  of  British  subjects,  whose 
sole  offence  consisted  in  their  having  been  on  board  vessels  which  had  attempted  to  run 
the  blockade.  I  added  that  your  Lordship  had  directed  me  to  point  out  to  him,  that 
while  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  performed  its  obligations  as  a  neutral  to  a  bellige- 
rent, the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  bound  to  perform  its  corresponding 
obligations  as  a  belligerent  towards  a  neutral. 

I  went  on  to  speak  of  the  numerous  complaints  which  had  been  made  to  me  by 
British  subjects  who  represented  that  they  had  been  drugged  and  enlisted,  while  not 
in  a  state  to  act  for  themselves,  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States.  Tour 
Lordship  had,  I  said,  been  unable  to  refrain  from  observing  that  this  practice  of  drugging 
men  in  order  to  procure  their  service  in  the  United  States'  army  and  navy,  was  an 
abuse  of  the  most  odious  description,  and  that  in  the  case  of  the  British  subjects  in 
question,  it  justified  the  strongest  remonstrance.  But  (I  added)  your  Lordship  trusted 
that  Mr.  Seward,  unwilling  to  excite  feelings  of  just  indignation  in  England,  would 
take  measures  to  put  an  end  to  both  the  abuses,  to  which  I  had  thus,  in  obedience  to  your 
Lordship's  orders,  called  his  attention. 

[222]  I 
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Mr.  Seward  said  that  he  hoped  the  recent  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Havj*  would 
suffice  to  put  an  end  to  all  complaints  respecting  the  imprisonment  of  British  subjects 
captured  on  board  neutral  vessels. 

With  regard  to  the  allegations  that  men  were  enlisted  while  under  the  influence  of 
drugs  or  liquors,  Mr.  Seward  said  that  it  was  not  in  the  United  States  alone  that  such 
practices  were  resorted  to  bv  unscrupulous  recruiting  agents ;  that  the  complaints  made 
were  very  much  exaggerated^  and  in  many  instances  entirely  unfounded ;  that  at  all  events 
he  had  re^on  to  hope  that  a  check  had  b^en  given  to  these  practices^,  and  that  we  siioald 
hear  very  little  more  of  them. 

I  have,  &Q. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 

No.  20. 

Sari  Ru$$ell  to  Lard  Lyiims. 

My  Lord.  Foreiffn  Office,  July  (^  1864. 

HER  Majesty's  Government  approve  your  Lordship's  proceecungs  as  reported  in 
your  despatches  of  the  20th  ultimo,  with  reference  to  the  case  oi  Thomas  Tulley  and 
the  other  Irish  immigrants^  enlisted  at  Portland  and  Boston  for  the  United  States'  militarj 
.service. 

I  am,,  &c.      

(SigaecQ  RUSSELL. 


*  Mr.  WelUi  to  ReoT'Admiral  Fai'ragui. 

'  Sir,  JVhrrjT  DS^arAn^iff,  JR^  9*,  r864. 

THE  following  instructions  will  hereafter  be  obierved  with  regard  to  the  disposition  of  persona  found  on 
board  vessels  seised  for  breach  of  blockade  : — 

1.  Bondjide  foreign  subjects  captured  in  neutnl  vesMls,  whether  passengers,  officers,  or  crew,  cannot  be 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  unless  guilty  of  belligerent  acts,  but  are  entitled  to  immediate  release ;  such  as  are 
required  as  witnesses  may  be  detained  for  that  purpose,  and  when  their  testimony  is  secured  they  must  be 
unconditionally  released. 

2.  Foreign  subjects  captured  in  vessels  without  papers  or  colours,  or  those  sailing  under  the  protection  and 
flag  of  the  insurgent  Government,  or  employed  in  the  service  of  that  Governmeut,  are  subject  to  treatment  as 
prisaners  of  war,  md  if  iti  the  capacity  of  officers  or  crew  are  to  be  detained.  If  they  are  passengers  «olfv  ami 
haw  so  intervst  im  die  tinsel  or  carge^  and  are  in  no  way  cmwectad  with  the  iaeiirgent  Govcmmeniy  they  nay  be 
reUaaad. 

3.  Citicens  of  the  United  States  captured  either  in  neutral  or  rebel  vessels  are  always  to  be  detained,  with 
the  following  exceptions  :— If  they  are  passengers  only,  have  no  mterest  in  vessel  or  cargo,  have  not  been  active 
in  the  rebellion,  or  eneaged  in  supplying  the  insurgents  with  mmuticHit  of  war,  &c.,  andt  anpe  loytally  <&ipocod,  l&ey 
may  be  released  a»  taking  the  aaAh  of  allegtaoce.  ll>e  same  privilege  may  be  allowed  to  any  of  the  crewr  that  are 
not  seafaring  mea,  of  like  antecedents,  and  who  are  loyally  disposed. 

4.  PiUU  and  Seafwring  Men,  excepting  bond  fide  foreign  subjects,  captured  in  neutral  vessels,  are  always 
to  be  detained.  These  are  the  principal  instruments  in  maintaining  Uie  system  of  violating  the  blockade,  and  it  is 
iiaportasl  to  hold  them.  Pbvsont  habiCualty  engaged  ia  violating  the  blockade,  allftioagh  tkey  may  not  be  aerving 
•on  beaird  the  vessels,  are  ef  this  clasa,  and  are  to  be  likewise  detained. 

5.  When  there  is  reason  to  doubt  that  those  who  claim  to  be  foreign  subjects  are  in  reality  such,  they  will  be 
required  to  state  under  oath  that  they  have  never  been  naturalized  in  this  country,  have  never  exercised  the 
privileges  of  a  citizen  thereof,  by  voting  or  otherwise,  and  have  never  been  in  the  pay  or  empbyment  of  the 
iosargvat  ov  so*oalled  <*  Cenfederate  G^vermaent;"  on  their  nmking  such  statement  they  nay  be  released, 
prewided  you -have  not  evidenee  of  their  having  sworn  falsely.  The  examination  in  case  they  9St  doubtful  shonki 
be  rigid. 

6.  When  the  neutrality  of  a  vessel  is  doubtful,  or  when  a  vessel  claiming  to  be  neutral  is  believed  to  be 
engaged  in  transporting  supplies  and  munitions  of  war  for  the  insurgent  Government,  foreign  subjects  captured  in 
sudi  vesaels  may  be  detaaned  until  the  nentralhy  ef  the  vessel  is  satisfactorily  estaWisked.  It  is  not  advittble  ta 
detain  auch  persone  under  this  instruction,  unless  there  is  good  ground  for  doubliDg  the  neutaality  of  the 
vessel. 

7.  Parties  who  may  be  detained  under  the  foregoing  instructions  arc  to  be  sent  to  a  northern  port  for  safe 
custody,  unless  there  is  a  suitable  place  for  kceprag  them  within  the  IfmHs  of  your  GommaRd.  and  the  Departnsmt 
funHiked  with  a  memoramdiim  in  their  cases  respectively. 

Very  respectfully,  &c 
(Signed)  GIDEON  WELLES,  Secretary  of  the  Na^. 
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3.  Correspondence  respecting  die  Enlistment  of  Her  Majesty's 
Canadian  Subjects  in  the  United  States'  Army. 


No.  1. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  RusselL-^iReceived  December  26.) 

My  Lord,  Washington^  December  15,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  a  despatch  from 
Mr.  Lousada,  Her  Majesiy's  Consul  at  Boston,  and  its  inclosure,  relating  to  projects 
which  appear  to  have  been  formed  by  private  persons  in  Massachusetts  for  obtaining  men 
ins  Canada  for  the  naval  and  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  inclose  copies  of  despatches  on  the  subject  which  I  have 
written:  to  Mr.  Lousada  and  to  the  Grovernor-General  of  Canada. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS.    , 


Ihclosure  I  in  TSp,  1. 
ConsiU  Lousada  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Iffy  Lord,  Boston,  December  5^  1 863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship,  with  view  of  its  being  communi- 
cated to  the  Grovernor-General  of  Canada,  that  a  person  called  on  me  this  morning  for 
information  as  to  the  liability  he  should  incur  in  attempting  to  raise  on  the  Canada 
borders  recruits  for  the  United  States'  service.  He  was  apparently  largely  supplied 
with  funds,  which  he  exhibited  to  me.  He  made  no  disguise  as  to  his  intentions  or 
purposes,  and  only  wanted  to  know  how  far  the  recruiting  law  of  Canada  would  touch 
him  and  his  partners. 

On  my  telling  him  that  it  was  illegal,  and  that  he  would  have  to  bear  the  conse- 
quences>  he  said  that  he  supposed  it  was  no  harm  to  invite  men  over  the  boundary  line 
to  have  a  good  time  at  a  farm  on  this  side  of  it,  and  that  there  they  would  be  fre^  to  do 
as  they  pleased.  He  also  said  he  presumed  there  was  no  hindrance  to  his  hiring 
Canadians  for  farm  service,  and  that  they  need  not  come  over  the  line  to  effect  that 
bargain. 

•  Prom  other  portions  of  his  conversation,  not  worth  repeating  in  detail,  I  am 
satisfied  tiiete  is  an  organization  on  some  large  scale  for  enlisting  British  subjects  in 
Canada,  and,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  those  who  are  foolish  enough  to  be  once 
enticed  over  the  line  on  any  such  pretext  will  find  it  pretty  hai'd  work  to  get  back  again 
out  of  the  clutches  of  these  recruiting  gentry. 

The  high  premium  offered  for  recruits,  and  the  total  failure  of  the  voluntary 
enlistment  here,  foster  these  schemes. 

Since  writing  above  another  person  (connected  with  the  press)  applied.  His  note 
and  my  observations  thereon  inclosed. 

X  have  &c 
(Signed)        '  FRAirCIS  LOUSADA. 
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Inclosure  2  in  No.  1. 

Mr.  Dunbar  to  Consul  Lousada. 
Sir,  Boston^  December  5,  1863. 

A  COMMITTEE  of  the  proprietors  of  slate  auarries  in  Vermont  intend  to  make 
an  eflTort  this  winter  to  procure  quarrymen  from  Wales,  to  supply  the  great  deficiency  of 
labour  which  now  exists. 

A  member  of  the  Committee  writes  to  me  to  ask  if  I  can  obtain  a  certificate  under 
your  Consular  seal  that  aliens  not  naturalized  are  not  compelled  to  serve  in  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  apprehension  of  military  service  is  believed  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  obtaining  a  very  fair  supply  of  labourers  from  the  Welsh  quarries. 

Will  you  please  to  inform  me  whether  you  are  willing  to  give  such  a  certificate,  and 
if  so,  when  I  shall  call  at  your  office  to  receive  it  ? 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

(Signed)  C.  F.  DUNBAR. 

Memorandum. 

I  saw  writer  of  this  same  day,  and  distinctly  declined  to  give  any  such  certificate,  on 
two  grounds  : — Firstly.  That  although  there  was  no  law  holding  aliens  to  military  service 
in  the  United  States,  yet,  practically,  such  service  was  obtained  every  day,  and  by  means 
almost  amounting  to  compulsion,  and  redress  was  so  difficult  as  to  be  almost  unobtainable. 
Secondly.  I  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  use  intended  to  be  made  of  my  certificate,  and 
that  *'  Wales  "  meant  the  '*  Canada  borders." 

The  applicant  denied  this,  but  admitted  that  such  use  might  be  made  of  the 
document. 

' F.  L. 

Inclosure  3  in  Ko.  1. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Consul  Lousada. 

Sir,  Washinaton,  December  8,  1863. 

I  BLAVE  received  this  morning  your  despatch  of  the  6th  mstant  concerning  plans 
which  appear  to  have  been  formed  for  obtaining  men  from  Canada  to  serve  in  the  United 
States'  army.  I  have  sent  to  the  Governor-General  of  Canada  copies  of  your  despatch 
and  of  its  inclosure,  as  well  as  of  the  memorandum  which  you  have  endorsed  upon  the 
latter ;  and  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  communicate  from  time  to  time  to  his  Excellency 
either  directly  or  through  this  Legation,  as  you  may  deem  best  under  the  circumstances, 
any  further  information  which  you  may  be  able  to  procure  on  the  subject,  and  especially 
any  particulars  as  to  names,  dates,  places,  or  other  matters  which  may  assist  the  Canadian 
authorities  in  detecting  the  persons  engaged  in  these  practices  and  bringing  them  to 
justice. 

Tou  will  of  course  address  the  Governor-General  directly  in  all  cases  in  which  it  is 
desirable  to  save  time,  and  you  will  simultaneously  send  to  me  copies  of  your  communica- 
tions to  his  Excellency. 

I  approve  of  the  course  taken  by  you  (as  stated  in  the  memorandum  on  the  inclosure) 
with  regard  to  the  application  made  to  you  for  a  certificate  as  to  the  enlistment  of  aliens 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  &c 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  1. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Viscount  Monck, 


My  Lord,  Washington,  December  8,  1863. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  copies  of  a  despatch  from  Her 
Majesty's  Consul  at  Boston  and  its  inclosure,  which  relate  to  plans  fonned  in  Massachu- 
setts for  obtaining  men  from  Canada  to  serve  in  the  United  States'  army.  I  inclose  also 
a  copy  of  the  answer  which  I  have  nuule  to  the  Consul's  despatch. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 
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No.  2. 
Lard  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  April  26.) 

My  Lord,  Washington^  April  11,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour,  with  reference  to  my  despatch  oi  the  16th  December 
last,  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  received  from 
Mr.  Lousada,  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Boston,  respecting  a  scheme  for  engaging  persons 
in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  to  come  to  this  country  as  labourers,  the  real  object  of  which 
is  (as  Mr.  Lonsada  suspects)  to  obtain  recruits  for  the  United  States'  army. 

I  inclose  also  copies  of  despatches  on  the  subject  which  I  have  addressed  to  the, 
Governor-General  of  Canada,  and  the  Administrators  of  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  to  Mr.  Lousada. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  2. 

Consul  Lousada  to  Lord  Lyons. 
My  Lord,  Boston^  April  5,  1864. 

^■^^^I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  some  parties  called  at  my  office  this  morning, 
and  stated  that  they  were  about  to  hire,  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  300  labourers  to 
work  at  some  patent-brick  works  here,  and  wanted  my  certificate  that  it  was  a  bondjide 
transaction.  They  feared  their  agent  might  be  molested  if  he  had  not  some  British 
official  paper  to  show  that  his  mission  was  a  proper  one.  I  refused  to  give  any  such 
document,  and  did  not  disguise  from  them  that  it  was  clear  to  me  this  was  one  of  the 
schemes  for  recruiting  the  United  States'  army,  and  that  I  should  consider  myself  culpable 
if  in  any  way,  even  indirectly,  I  aided  in  deluding  the  poor  men  they  were  going  to 
employ  in  their  alleged  patent-brick  making. 

I  venture  to  suggest  that  if  this  were  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Provincial 
Oovemments,  it  might  be  of  service,  and  prevent  some  of  the  border  people  being 
deluded.  * 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  LOUSADA. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  2. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Viscount  MoncL* 


My  Lord,  Washington^  April  8,  1864 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I 
have  received  from  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Boston,  respecting  a  scheme  for  engaging 
persons  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  to  come  to  this  country  as  labourers,  the  real  olject 
of  which  is  (as  the  Consul  believes)  to  obtain  recruits  for  the  United  States'  army. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  2, 

Lord  Lyons  to  Consul  Lousada. 

Sir,  Washington,  April  8,  1864. 

I  HAVE  received  to-day  your  despatch  of  the  5th  instant,  respecting  a  scheme  to 
engage  persons  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  to  come  to  the  United  States,  ostensibly  as 
labourers,  and  I  have  transmitted  copies  of  it  to  the  Governments  of  those  Provinces. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


*  A  similar  despatch  was  addf^^  ^^jot-General  Doyle. 
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Further  Papers  respecting  the  Arrest  and  Imprisonment  of 
Mr.  James  Mc  Hugh  in  the  United  States. 


No.  1. 
Lard  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell — (Received  July  17.) 

My  Lord  Washington,  July  4,  1864. 

IT  is  with  great  pain  that  I  £nd  myself  obliged  to  send  off  another  messenger  without 
being  able  to  report  positively  that  Mr.  McHugh  has  been  released  from  Fort  La&yette. 
f  am  entkrefymt  a  loss  to  account  for  the  delay^  and  would  fain  hope  that  at  this  moment 
he  may  be  fi:ee,  and  that  I  may  be  able  to  announce  the  &ct  to  your  Lordship  by  tel^capb 
before  the  packet  sails. 

Eight  days  ago,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship  in  my  despatch 
of  the  28th  instant,  Mr.  Seward  came  to  my  house  to  tell  me  that  Mr.  McHugh 
was  to  be  released  immediately.  I  informed  jom  Lorddhqp  in  that  despatch  that  I  shoidd 
not  be  ateaae  until  I  knew  that  he  was  actually  at  liberty.  I  have  accordingly  not  ceased 
to  press  the  subject  with  Mr.  Seward.  On  the  1st  instant  I  received  from  him  an 
ofScial  note  informing  me  that  the  order  for  the  discharge  had  been  given.  I  have  i^ged 
that  the  order  shall  be  repeated  by  telegraphy  and  tSiat  the  military  authories  at  New  lotk 
^idl  %eor9ared  to  report  by 'telegraph  that  it  has  been  executed. 
1  'iseAose  eopies  of  furtW  correspondence  on  the  subject. 

I  imve,  Ac. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  1. 
Mr.  McHugh  to  Lord  Lyoms. 


My  Lord,  Fort  Lcfay^he,  New  Yof*  Hari§ur,  June  27, 1864. 

SINCE  I  had  the  pleasure  on  the  13th  instant  1  have  not  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
a  reply.  No  doubt  your  Lordship  imagines  that  the  United  States'  authorities  have  given 
memyireodom;  thisistnot  so^  and  I  have  now  been  given  to  understand  (through  a 
private  source)  that  these  same  authorities  propose  holding  me  until  this  war  is  over,  in 
4eu^  of  the  &cts  that  I  have  committed  no  act  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States^  nor 
are  there  any  charges  against  me  that  justify  my  detention,  as  decided  by  the  Milituy 
Commission  on  the  23d  February. 

I  remain,  &c. 
(Signed)  JAMES  McHUGH. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  1. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Mc  Hugh. 

Sir  Washington,  June  29,  1864. 

J  HAVE  just  receiv)»l  your  letter  of  the  day  before  yesterday.  I  was  positive^ 
assured  on  Saturday  evening,  the  26tfa  .instant  that  orders  would  be  given  immediately 
for  your  release,  and  I  wrote  on  Monday  to  Xt^r  Majesty's  Acting  Consul  at  New  Yort 


1324]  ^*^  B  ^ 
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to  beg  him  to  ascertain  whether  you  were  actually  released,  and  inform  me.  Should  you 
be  still  in  custody  when  you  receive  this  letter,  1  beg  you  to  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible ; 
in  any  case,  I  am  anxious  that  you  should  communicate  with  the  Acting  Consul  before  you 
leave  New  York. 

I  am,  &c* 
(Signed)  LYON& 


Inclosure  3  in  No.  1. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  Department  of  State,  Washington,  July  Ij  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  ihe  24th  ultimo 
relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Mc  Hugh,  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafayette.  I  now  have  the  honour 
to  acquaint  your  Lordship  in  reply,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  informed  this  Depart- 
ment that  the  discharge  of  the  prisoner  has  been  ordered. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  1 . 

Mr.  Mc  Hugh  to  Lord  Lyons. 
(Telegraphic.)  New  Yorkj  July  I,  1864. 

MY  Lord,  yours  of  the  29th  at  hand.     I  am  still  here^  and  no  order  has  arrived  to 
release. 


Inclosure  5  in  No.  1. 

Acting  Consul  Edwards  to  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord,  New  York,  July  2,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  this  morning,  of  the  following 
telegraphic  message  from  your  Lordship. 

'^  I  am  informed  by  an  official  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the  discharge  of 
Mr.  McHugh  has  been  ordered.  Report  to  me .  immediately  by  telegraph  whether  the 
order  has  been  executed. 

''Washington,  July  2,  1864.'' 

Immediately  upon  its  receipt  I  telegraphed  to  your  Lordship  as  follows : — 
*'  Mr.  McHugh  promised  to  call  at  the  Consulate  immediately  upon  release.     He  has 
not  so  called." 

After  dispatching  this  message  to  your  Lordship  I  telegraphed  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Hamilton,  to  which  Fort  Lafayette  is  subordinate,  as  follows : — 
'*  Is  James  McHugh  still  in  Fort  Lafayette  1    Please  answer  at  once.'* 

And  have  just  now  (half-past  8  o'clock,  p.m.)  received  the  following  reply  : — 
''  James  McHugh  is  still  here. 

(Signed^  ''Jambs  B.  Bullbn,  7th  Infantry." 

I  have  lost  not  a  moment  in  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  a  telegraphic  message  as 
follows  :— 

'*  I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  commanding  officer  there,  reporting  Mr.  McHogh 
still  at  Fort  Lafayette.'* 

I  have^  &C. 
(Signed)  P.  EDWARDS. 


No.  2. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — (Received  July  16.) 

(Tel^raphic)  Washington,  July  5^  1864. 

MR.  JAMES  McHUGH  was  released  last  night 
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No.  3. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. — {Received  July  21,) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  July  8,  1864. 

YOUR  Lordship  will  have  learned  by  my  telegram,  of  the  5th  instant,  that  Mr.  James 
Mc  Hugh  was  at  last  released  from  Fort  Lafayette  on  the  4th  of  this  month.  Mr.  Seward 
'was  good  enough  to  communicate  to  me  on  the  evening  of  that  day  the  telegram  from  the 
General  commanding  at  New  York,  which  forms  the  first  inclosure  in  this  despatch,  and 
on  the  following  day  I  received,  by  telegraph,  from  Mr.  Edwards,  Acting  British  Consul 
at  New  York,  information  that  Mr.  Mc  Hugh  was  actually  at  liberty.  The  inclosed  copies 
of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Edwards,  and  its  inclosures,  will  make  your  Lordship  acquainted 
with  the  orders  on  the  subject  issued  by  the  military  authorities  at  New  York,  in  consequence, 
no  doubt,  of  instructions  sent  from  the  Government  here. 

It  appears  that  it  was  in  fact  stated  to  Mr.  Mc  Hugh  and  to  another  prisoner, 
Mr.  Rahming,  that  I  had  said  ^'  that  they  should  use  strategy  to  get  out,  and  that  if  they 
had  to  pay  anything,  they  would  not  lose  by  it,  but  would  be  returned  tenfold."  The 
statement,  however,  did  not  originate,  as  I  had  suspected,  with  persons  professing  to  have 
influence  with  those  in  power,  and  desirous  of  extorting  money  from  the  prisoners,  under 
pretence  of  obtaining  their  liberation.  It  appears,  on  the  contrary,  to  have  been  made  by 
a  Mr.  Cauty,  a  released  prisoner,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  from  them  an  advance  of  money 
for  his  own  use.  Mr.  Mc  Hugh  states  that  Mr.  Rahming  was,  in  fact,  induced  to  advance 
money  on  a  bill  drawn  by  Mr.  Cauty,  and  adds  that  the  bill  was  dishonoured. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  despatch  in  which  I  have 
directed  Mr.  Edwards  to  make  inquiries  of  Mr.  Rahming  on  the  subject. 

The  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Cauty  and  the  steps  taken  by  me  to  obtain  his  release 
formed  the  subject  of  my  despatches  to  your  Lordship  of  the  6th  January  last,  of  the 
12th  February  last,  of  the  15th  of  the  same  month,  and  of  the  22nd  March,  as  well  as  of 
your  Lordship's  despatches  of  the  20th  of  February  and  8th  of  April  last. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  3. 
Major^General  Digs  to  Colonel  Hardie. 


Office  of  United  States'  Military  Telegraphy 
War  Department. 
THE  following  telegram  received  at  Washington  9  p.m.,  July  4,  1864 : —  * 

"  Colonel  James  Hardie.  *'2Vew  Yorh,  July  4,  1864. 

*^  I  ordered  James  McHugh  to  be  released  yesterday.     I  have  sent  Captain  Rivers  to 
Fort  La&yette  to  see  that  he  is  released,  and  he  will  telegraph  you  by  10  o'clock  p.m. 

(Signed)  ** John  A.  Dix,  Major-General" 


Endorsement : 

War  Department,  July  4,  1864. 
The  within  telegram  from  Major-General  Dix  upon  the  subject  of  the  release  of 
James  McHugh,  is  respectfully  furnished  the  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  his 
information.    This  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Respectfully,  &c. 
(Signed)  JAS.  A.  HARDIE. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  3. 
Acting  Consul  Edwards  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  New  York,  July  5,  1864. 

MR.  JAMES  McHUGH  has  called  upon  me  this  morning,  he  having  late  last  night 
been  released  from  Fort  Lafayette. 
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I  have  lost  not  a  moment  in  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  a  telegraphic  message  td 
the  following  .effect : — 

^'  Mr.  James  McHugh  was  last  night  imcondition^lly  rdeased  fir(un  Fort  Lafayette.*' 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  herewith  for  your  Lordship's  information,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  McHugh  (which  he  has  himself  handed  me)^  containing  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  official  orders  which  have  led  to  his  release. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the 
23rd  ultimo,  I  have  questioned  Mr.  McHugh  in  reference  to  statements  reported  to 
have  been  made  by  his  fiiends,  to  the  effect  that  your  Lordship  had  advised  him  to  procure 
his  release  by  influence  or  by  money. 

Mr.  McHugh  informs  me  that  he  thinks  it  possible  that  his  friends  hiav^  made  state- 
ments of  the  nature  of  those  referred  to,  and  he  would  appear  to  have  been  labouring 
under  the  impression  that  your  Lordship  had  recommended  such  a  course  in  lug  own 
case,  and  that  of  Mr.  Kahming^  likewise  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.  I  have  the  honour 
to  transmit,  herewith  inclosed,  a  copy  of  a  written  statement  in  refi^ence  to  this  matter 
which  Mr.  McHugh  has  just  supplied  me  with. 

The  Dr.  Cauly  referred  to  by  Mr.  McHugh  is  the  same,  whose  case  has  beoa 
the  subject  of  correspondence  between  Her  Majesty's  Legation  and  the  United  States' 
Government,  and  who  was  recently  released  from  imprisonment.  I  have  unfortunately  been 
unable  to  follow  the  statement  to  its  source^  as  I  find  that  Dr.  Cauty  sailed  hence  for 
Central  America  about  two  weeks  since. 

I  have  strongly  impressed  upon  Mr.  McHugh  the  falsehood  of  this  statement,  wfaidb 
as  I  have  explained  to  him^  may  possibly  have  originated  in  some  strange  misapprehSnsioa 
by  Dr.  Cauty  of  your  Lordship's  meaning,  and  he  has  expressed  his  conviction  that  audi 
statement  could  never  really  have  been  made. 

Ihave^&e.  _   . 

(Signed)  R  EDWARDS. 


Ihcl68ure~  3  in  No.  S. 
Mr.  McHugh  to  Acting  donsul  Edwards. 


My  dear  Sir,  Plori  Lafayette,  July  3,  1864. 

ON  yesterday  evening  Colonel  W.  Burice  received  a  telegram  from  you  inquiring  if  I 
was  still  here.  About  two  hours  afterwards  a  despatch  arrived  ordering  my  release  on 
conditions,  copy  of  which  I  have  succeeded  in  obtaining^  and  beg  to  give  you  the 
same: — 

"  Colonel  Martui  Burke,  United  States*  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Lafayeftte. 

''  Head-Quarters,  Department  qf  i^  l^t^ 
*'  Sir,  ''  New  York  City,  July  3,  1864. 

'^By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  immediately  release  James  McHugh  upon 
his  taking  the  oath,  and  giving  Bis  parole  of  hoficJur  tQ  immediately  leave  the  United  States^ 
and  not  to  return  during  the  war.  When  he  takes  the  oath  you  will  send  him  with  it  (the 
oath)  to  these  head-quarters. 

"  (Signed  by  conunand  of  Major*General  Dix.)" 

I  was  allowed  to  answer  this  letter  by  telegraph. 


'^ColbBfel  van  Bfureh,  Major-Geueral  Dix,  47,  Blucker  Street,  New  York. 

••Colonel,  '' Fort  Lafayette,  July  2y  1864, 

*'  Your  order  releasing  James  McHugh  I  have  just  received ;  you  say,  '  when  he  takes 
the  oath  to  release  him ;'  he  refuses* to* taSiii^  «n/6ftth;-  ^s  he  is  a  British  subject;  he  will 
give  his  parole  of  honour  to  leave  the  country  in  fifteen  days>  and  not  to  return  during  the 
war.    Please  reply  at  once.  ^ 

(Signed)  ''  M.  Burkb^  Lieutenant-ChloneL 

'' United  States' mi^/' 
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The  following  answer  was  received  about  10  o'clock. 

**  To  Colonel  Burke,  Commanding  Fort  Lafayette. 

''  New  York,  July  2,  1864. 
"  Release  James  McHugh  on  giving  his  parole  of  honour  to  leave  the  United  States 
imniediately,  and  not  to  return  during  the  war. 

(Signed)  ''  John  A.  D«,  Major-QeneraV 


''Colonel  M.  Burke. 

"  Colonel,  *'  Fort  Lafayette^  July  3,  1864. 

''I  have  thought  much  over  the  demand  of  General  Dix,  that  I  should  give  my  parole 
pf  honour  to  leave  the  country  before  being  released.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
by  ?o  doing  I  would  be  then  conceding  to  the  powers  that  be  a  direct  acknowledgment  that 
I  had  been  guilty  of  some  act  or  acts  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  as  I  have 
already  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  gentlemen  composing  the  Military  Commission, 
that  I  have  not,  or  they  would  not  have  recommended  my  discharge  so  far  back  as  the 
2rd  of  February  ;  and  as  I  believe  the  Secretary  of  State  has  granted  my  release  without 
any  such  conditions  as  have  been  proposed,  I  have  now  to  positively  refuse  to  give  any 
parole  of  honour. 

*'  I  art,  ace. 
(Signed)  -James  McHugh." 


Until  I  can  see  you  I  will  be  content  to  remain  here  ;  and  Colonel  Burke  has  sent  a 
despatch  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Colonel  van  Buren  to  the  effect  that  I  have  refused 
to  give  or  accept  any  parole,  and  must  be  released  unconditionally. 


July  4,  1864. 
About  half-past  8  o'clock  the  following  telegram  was  received,  in  consequence  of  which 
I  was  released :—  i:!'"^^:::.  (.v^g 

I  remain,  &c.  ir^ 

(Signed)  JAMES  Mc  HUGH. 

'*  To  Colonel  Martin  Burke,  Commanding  Fort  Lafayette. 

''Head-Quarters^  Fort  Lafayette^  July  4,  1864. 
'^Is   James   McHugh   released  ?      If   not,    discharge    him    from  custody   without 
dondition. 

(Signed)  **John  A.  Diil,  Major-QeneraV 


Inclosure  4  in  No.  3. 
Mr.  Mc  Hugh  to  Acting  Consul  Edwards. 


Sir,  New  York,  July  5.  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  29th  instan 
inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  you  from  his  Excellency  Lord  Lyons,  in  which  his 
Lordship  wishes  to  be  informed  of  statements  which  have  reached  England  purporting  to 
come  from  him.  In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  him  that,  on  the  28th  April,  1864, 
Mr.  G.  F.  Cauty  visited  Fort  Lafayette,  and  informed  J.  C.  Rahming,  Esq.,  and  mjrself 
that  he  had  just  returned  from  Washington,  where  he  saw  Lord  Lyons,  and  he  assured  us 
that  his  Lordship  told  him  that  we  should  use  strategy  to  get  out  of  there ;  and  if  we  had 
to  pay  anything  we  should  not  lose  by  it,  but  would  be  returned  tenfold. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  JAMES  Mc  HUGH. 

P.S. — In  placing  the  statements  of  Lord  Lyons  and  Mr.  Cauty's  together,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  his  Lordship  did  not  say  what  Mr.  Cauty  attributes  to  him,  and 
that  he  had  a  purpose  in  telling  the  same  to  Mr.  Rahming  and  myself,  as  he  afterwards 
t  Mr.  Kahnung  to  advance  him  money  on  a  draft  drawn  by  him  on  Messrs.  Dumas, 
ankeV;  and  Co.,  of  London,  which  was  dishonour^- 

J.  McH. 
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Indorare  5  in  No.  3. 

lA^d  Lf/am  to  Acting  Consul  Edwardi. 

Washmgimif  My  €,  IMl 
^ur  despatch  of  yesterda/s  date,  in  which  you  inform  me  that 
essed  upon  Mr.  McHugh  the  falsehood  of  the  assertion  which 
[lade  by  F.  P.  Cauty  that  I  had  said  that  ''Mr.  McHugh  and 
t  strategy  to  get  out  of  there  (Fort  Lafayette),  and  if  they  had  to 
1  not  lose  by  it,  but  would  be  returned  tenfold.'' 
xplained  to  Mr.  McHugh  that  this  statement  might  possibly  hare 
;e  misapprehension  by  Mr.  Cauty  of  my  meaning.  I  cannot  admit 
said  anything  which  had  the  slightest  resemblance  to  the  asaertioD 
which  could  by  any  conceivable  amount  of  misapprehension  be 
ng  of  the  kind. 

inquiries  of  Mr.  Rahming,  to  whom  it  appears,  from  the  kttsr 
^hieh  you  send  me  a  copy,  that  an  assertion  of  the  same  ki&d 
f  with  a  view  (Mr.  McHugh  suggests)  to  obtain  an  advaofie  of 

I  hav^  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 
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Farther  Correspondence  respecting  the  Enlistment  of  British 
Subjects  in  the  United  States'  Army. 


Lard  Lyons  to  Earl  Rwsell. — {Received  July  21.) 

My  Lord,  Washington,  July  8,  1864. 

I  INCLOSE  copies  of  the  correspondence  respecting  Thomas  Tulley  and  the  six 
other  Irishmen,  enlisted  on  their  arrival  at  Portland,  in  the  steam-ship,  **  Nova  Scotian/* 
which  has  taken  place  since  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  your  Lordship  my  despatch 
of  the  20th  ultimo. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  ahle  to  say  that  six  of  the  men  appear  to  be  for  the 
present  in  safety.  The  report  made  to  Mr.  Consul  Murray,  that  Michael  Moran  had  been 
killed  has  happUy  proved  to  be  erroneous.  I  fear,  however,  that  there  can  be  little  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  seventh  man,  Thomas  Burke,  was  in  fact  killed  in  action,  while  serving 
in  the  United  States'  Army.  I  have  requested  the  United  States'  authorities  to  commu- 
nicate to  me  all  the  information  which  they  can  obtain  respecting  his  fate. 

I  regret  to  say  that  three  of  the  men  represent  that  they  were  subjected  to  hardships 
and  indignities  of  a  most  unwarrantable  kind,  on  their  way  from  the  army  of  the  Potomac 
to  Portland.  I  have  requested  that  an  investigation  may  be  made,  and  that  if  the  allegar 
tions  of  the  men  prove  to  be  well-founded,  no  time  may  be  lost  in  calling  to  account  those 
who  are  responsible  for  their  ill-treatment. 

I  have  also  pointed  out  that  I  have  i:eceived  nothing  more  than  a  formal  acknowledge 
ment  of  my  note  of  the  10th  ultimo,  repeating  my  demand  for  the  discharge  of  the  men, 
and  I  have  reminded  Mr.  Seward,  that  I  am  waiting  for  the  answers  of  the  United  States^ 
€Uivemment  to  that  demand. 

I  have  moreover  addressed  to  Mr.  Seward  further  inquiries  respecting  James  Traynor, 
the  Irish  passenger  by  the  ^*Nova  Scotian,"  who  was  enlisted* at  Boston.  I  have  the 
konour  to  inclose  a  copy  of  my  note,  and  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Seward  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  it. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYON& 


Inclosure  1. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


My  Lord,  ^  Department  of  State^  Washington,  June  18,  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  10th  instant, 
relative  to  the  cases  of  Thomas  Tulley  and  six  other  Irish  passengers,  of  the  steamer 
**  Nova  Scotian,"  alleged  to  have  being  improperly  enlisted  at  Forttend,  and  in  reply  to 
krfbrm  your  Lordship,  that  I  have  inclosed  a^copy  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  War^  idi9 
has  tiie  fidbject  under  investigation.  J 

I  haro,  ftc. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 


EMS1 

Google 


Digitized  by 


Inelosure2. 

Ormm/  Murray  to  Lard  Lyons. 
My  Lord,  .  Portland,  June  23,  1864. 

^  .  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  dated 
the  1 1th  instant,  authorizing  me  to  employ  a  lawyer  on  behalf  of  Thomas  Tulley  and  the 
other  Lishmen  who  were  enlisted  into  the  20th  Maine  Regiment,  if  I  deem  it  advisable 
to  do  so. 

Thomas  Tulley  presented  himself  at  this  office  yesterday  on  his  arrival  from  Phila- 
delphia, i^  He  did  not  appear  in  uniform,  as  he  stated  that  he  had  been  deprived  of  it  by 
two  men,  who  induced  htm  to  go  and  lodge  with  them  at  Boston,  and  who  the  next 
morning  endeavoured  to  entice  him  to  re-enlist  and  accept  the  bounty  money  over  again. 
This  he  refused  to  do,  and  came  on  in  the  clothes  lent  him  by  the  master  of  the  house, 
who  he  believes  was  in  the  plot. 

I  went  with  Tulley  to  the  Provost-Marshal,  who  has  sent  him  to  camp  Berry,  in  this 
immediate  neighbourhood,  so  as  to  be  near  at  hand  when  required.  Tulley  knew  nothing 
about  his  companions. 

Michael  Byrne  returned  from  the  hospital  at  Augusta  a  few  days  ago,  and  told  me 
that  he  had  obtained  a  ten  days'  furlough.  He  seemed  to  have  recovered  from  the  wound 
in  the  head,  but  told  me  that  he  was  suffering  from  other  bodily  ailments. 

l\illey  also  acquainted  me  that  he  was  suffering  from  a  heart  disease,  and  that  the 
sight  of  his  right  eye  was  quite  defective. 

(Signed)        '  R  J.  MURRAY. 


Inclosure  3. 

Consul  Murray  to  Lord  Lyons. 
My  Lord,  Portland,  June  30,  1864. 

I  WENT  over  to  Camp  Berry  yesterday  afternoon  to  see  Thomas  Tulley,  who  had 
not  called  upon  me  since  his  first  arrival,  and  he  told  me  that  Moran,  who  I  understood 
had  been  killed,  Hogan,  and  Higgins  bad  arrived  at  the  camp  on  the  previous  day, 
Tuesday.  He  brought  them  out  to  me,  and  I  had  some  conversation  with  them.  Moran 
told  me  that  he  bad  been  separated  from  bis  regiment  during  action,  and  was  thus  reported 
killed.  Both  Higgins  and  Moran  seemed  in  perfect  health,  but  Hogan  appeared  delicate. 
They  all  compiamed  of  their  treatment  during  part  of  their  journey  to  Portland,  having 
been  placed  in  irons  and  lodged  in  prison.  I  have  requested  them  to  .make  a  written 
statement  of  their  cases*,  which  I  will  forward  to  your  Lordship.  The  Provost-Marshal 
here  says  he  knows  nothing  about  it,  and  concludes  that  they  must  have  done  something 
wrong  to  have  received  this  treatment. 

Cassidy  has  not  arrived  from  Boston,  and  Byrne  I  have  not  seen  here  since  his  arrival 
from  Cape  Fry  at  Augusta,  on  a  ten  days'  furlough,  as  reported  to  your  Lordship  in  my 
despatch  of  the  23rd  instant. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)         '  H.  J.  MURRAY. 


Inclosure  4. 
Consul  Murray  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Portland^  July  1,  1864. 
[AVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  an  original  letter  which  I  received 
r  from  T.  Tulley  at  Camp  Berry,  relating,  on  their  behalf,  the  treatment  alleged 
been  received  by  the  three  Irishmen,  Michael  Moran,  James  Hig^ns,  and  Martin 
on  their  journey  from  the  army  to  Portland,  where  they  were  ordered  to  come 
ance  of  a  Special  Order,  No.  194,  dated  at  the  War  Department,  Washington, 
1. 

s  alleged  treatment  appears  so  strange  and  uncalled-for  that  I  can  only  presume 
ist  have  been  some  misunderstanding  of  their  cases  upon  the  part  of  the  fnilitary 
es  who  forwarded  the  men  on,  or  that  some  unacknowledged  conduct  on  their  part 

)  Provost-Marshal  told  me  to-day  that  the  men  arrived  from  Washington  in  care 
eant,  who  gave  them  into  his  charge,  but  not  as  prisoners.    The  sergeant  has 
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returned,  and  nothing  had  come  to  his  (Captain  Doughty's)  knowledge  of  their  alleged 
iU-treatment  or  of  their  misconduct  to  induce  it.  *" 

The  sergeant's  name  is  believed  to  be  Crook,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps. 

I  have^  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  J.  MURRAY. 


Inclosure  5. 
Thomas  Tulley  to  Consul  Murray. 


Sir,  Camp  Berry ^  Portland^  June  30,  1864. 

I  BEG  most  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  Michael  Moran  (reported  killed^  but  still 
alive),  James  Higgins,  and  Martin  Hogan,  arrived  at  this  camp  from  the  army  on  the  evening 
of  the  28th  instant^  and  I  think  it  right  for  me  to  make  known  to  you  the  treatment  they 
received  on  their  journey.  On  the  receipt  of  the  order  from  the  Secretary  at  War  they 
were,  on  the  9th  instant,  sent  from  their  regiment  to  the  Provost-Marshars  head-quarters,, 
who  read  and  kept  the  order,  and  then  ordered  the  men  to  be  placed  in  the  Bull  Ring,  an 
open  space  in  the  fields,  surrounded  by  arm^d  men,  wherein  are  placed  prisoner^  of  all . 
grades.  On  the  next  day  there  was  a  nfimber  of  armed  men  going  to  Wellington,  and 
the  above-named  sent  a  note  to  the  Provost-Marshal,  explaining  their  position,  and 
requesting  to  be  forwarded  with  them,  but  the  captain  of  the  guard  made  answer  that  they 
were  not  going  to  puflF  General  Partrick  with  notes ;  they  were  consequently  tiansferred 
from  one  Bull  Ring  to  another,  from  the  9th  to  the  23rd  instant,  where  they  were  well  nigh 
starved,  as  they  had  at  one  time  to  march  three  successive  days  without  a  mouthful  of 
food;  and  consequently  were  reduced  to  eating  clover  and  green  apples  to  support  nature. 
They  remonstrated  with  the  authorities,  stating  that  they  were  not  prisoners,  but  the 
invariable  answer  was,  they  could  not  be  assisted  otherwise,  as  in»  fact  there  were  in  the 
Bull  Ring  men  dying  of  hunger,  and  brought-to  in  hospital  afterwards.  On  an  inspection 
by  the  doctor,  one  of  your  clients  being  well  nigh  dead  of  hunger,  was  seen  by  him, 
and  after  making  inquiries  respecting  him  and  the  others,  he  was  informed  they  were  not 
prisoners  but  foreigners  proceeding  to  Portland  under  British  protection.  The  doctor 
then  departed,  with  apparent  disgust,  and  gave  no  assistance ;  and  from  the  feeling  of  the. 
men,  and  their  conversation  of  such  undeserved  and  destroying  treatment,  I  firmly  allege 
that  no  idea  can  be  had  of  the  misery  they  endured. 

On  the  23rd  they  were  sent  with  convicts  under  guard  to  Washington,  and  then 
transferred  to  the  Old  Capitol ;  from  thence  they  were  sent  in  irons  to  Boston,  where  they 
were  left  handcuffed  together  all  night,  but  for  the  purpose  of  getting  sleep  they  had  to  break 
the  cuflTs.  The  consequence  was  that  they  were  marched  through  Boston  tied  with  ropes, 
and  arrived  in  Portland,  as  before  stated.  They  did  their  utmost  to  see  Her  Majesty's 
Minister  in  Washington,  but  failed,  nor  could  they  see  you  on  their  arrival,  as  they  were 
sent  under  guard  to  thb  place. 

You  have  in  the  foregoing  an  outline  of  their  travels,  but  the  men  say  that  as  long  as 
they  live  they  will  not  forget  the  treatment  they  received,  after  fighting  bravely  in  all  the 
late  battles,  as  documents  from  their  officers  can  make  manifest. 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  this  long  letter,  but  from  the  kindness  we  have  received  from 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister  and  yourself,  I  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  supply  you 
such  information^  and  therefore  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  TULLEY. 


Inclosure  6. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 
Sir,  Washington,  July  7,  1864. 

ON  the  10th  of  last  month  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you  a  note,  in  which,  by 
command  of  Her  Majesty*s  Government,  I  renewed  the  application,  which  I  had  made  in 
their  name  on  the  23rd  of  the  previous  month  of  May,  for  the  discharge  from  the  United 
States*  army  of  the  seven  Irish  passengers  by  the  steam- ship  "  Nova  Scotian,''  who  were 
enlisted  immediately  after  their  arrival  at  Portland  on  the  18th  of  last  month.  Yoii  were 
so  good  as  to  inform  me  that  you  had  referred  my  note  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  await 
the  answer  of  the  United  States*  Government  to  the  application  which  it  contained.  I 
must  in  the  meantime  ask  your  serious  attention  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
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to  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Portland  on  behalf  of  three  of  these  Irishmen;  namelj^ 
Michael  Moran^  James  Higgios,  and  Martin  Hogan.  I  do  not  doubt  that  you  will  cause  an 
investigation  to  be  made  of  the  allegations  respecting  the  hardships  and  indignities  suffered 
by  Moran,  Higgins,  and  Hogan  on  their  way  from  the  army  of  the  Potomac  to  Portland  ; 
and  I  trust  that  if  these  allegations  prove  to  be  well  founded,  no  time  will  be  lost  in  calling 
to  account  those  who  are  responsible  for  the  ill-treatment  of  these  unfortunate  men. 

These  three  men  appear  to  be  now  at  Portland.  I  am  informed  also  that  Thomas 
Tulley  is  at  that  place,  and  that  Michael  Byrne  and  Edward  Cassidy  have  been  removed 
from  the  seat  of  war.  The  seventh  man,  Thomas  Burke,  is  reported  to  have  been  killed 
in  action  while  serving  in  the  20th  Regiment  of  Maine  Volunteers.  I  beg  you  to  be  so 
good  as  to  communicate  to  me  any  information  respecting  his  fate  which  the  United 
States'  authorities  may  be  able  to  obtain. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


•  Inclosure  7. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Consul  Murray. 

Sir,  •  •        .  Washington^  July  7,  1864. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatches  of  the  6th,  23rd,  and  30th  ultimo  and  1st  instant^ 
relative  to  the  case  of  Thomas  Tulley  and  the  six  other  Irish  passengers  by  the  "  Nova 
Scotian,"  who  were  enlisted  at  Portland. 

I  have  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  a  representation  on 
the  'subject  of  the  hardships  and  indignities  which  three  of  these  men  are  stated  to  have 
suffered  on  their  way  from  the  army  of  the  Potomac  to  Portland. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  8. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 
Sir,  Washington  J  June  10,  1864. 

IN  a  note  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you  on  the  27th  of  April  last,  I 
submitted  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Consul  ,at  Boston,  reporting  a 
statement  made  by  James  Trayi\or,  one  of  the  Irishmen  brought  over  to  Portland  by  the 
*' Nova  Scotian,"  respecting  the  circumstanced  under, which  he  enlisted  in  the  United 
States'  military  service.  In  a  note  dated  the  30th  of  April  you  were  so  good  as  to  inform 
me  that  you  had  referred  the  matter  to  the  War  Department. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  let  me  know  whether  any  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  investigation  of  the  case. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  LYONS. 


Inclosure  9. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  vf  Staie^  Washington j  June  20,  1864. 
the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  10th  instant, 
'  the  progress  of  the  investigation  in  the  case  of  James  Traynor,  one  of  the 
s  of  the  Steamer  *'  JN'ova  Scotian/'  alleged  to  have  been  improperly  enlisted. 
I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  have  called  upon  the 
ar  for  information. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILUAM  ff.  SEWA1», 
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